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(57) ABSTRACT

A control surface assembly for an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) is disclosed. The control surface assembly has a fin
configured to be rotatably coupled to a fuselage of the UAV,
with a control surface member rotatably coupled to the fin.
A control surface linkage is configured to be coupled
between the control surface member and an actuator dis-
posed in the fuselage. The fin is rotatable with respect to the
fuselage between a stowed configuration and a deployed
configuration. In the deployed configuration, the control
surface linkage is configured to rotate the control surface
member with respect to the fin, when the actuator actuates
the control surface linkage. In the stowed configuration,
however, the control surface linkage is configured to move
with respect to the fin without rotating the control surface

member, when the actuator actuates the control surface
linkage.
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1
ROTATABLE CONTROL SURFACE
ASSEMBLY FOR AN UNMANNED AERIAL
VEHICLE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The field of the disclosure relates to an aircraft, such as an
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), and in particular to a
control surface assembly that allows a control surface mem-
ber to rotate with respect to a fuselage of the UAV.

BACKGROUND

Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are aircraft that are
capable of flight without an onboard pilot. UAVs may be
capable of autonomous flight, and may also be capable of
being controlled by a remotely located human pilot. As a
result, UAVs can be made smaller and more portable than
manned aircraft. However, many UAVs require a plurality of
fins with control surfaces, such as wings, rudders, and/or
tailfins, to operate properly, which complicates storage and
portability of the UAV. Accordingly, there is a need for a
UAV with fins that can be quickly and reliably converted
back and forth between a stowed configuration and a
deployed configuration without interfering with the opera-
tion of the UAV.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, a control surface assembly
for an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) is disclosed. The
control surface assembly comprises a fin configured to be
rotatably coupled to a fuselage, the fin rotatable between a
stowed configuration and a deployed configuration. The
control surface assembly further comprises a control surface
member rotatably coupled to the fin. The control surface
assembly further comprises a control surface linkage
coupled to the control surface member, the control surface
linkage configured to be actuated by an actuator disposed in
the fuselage. In the deployed configuration, the control
surface linkage is configured to rotate the control surface
member with respect to the fin, responsive to actuation of the
actuator. In the stowed configuration, the control surface
linkage is configured to move with respect to the fin respon-
sive to actuation of the actuator without rotating the control
surface member.

According to another embodiment, a UAV is disclosed.
The UAV comprises a fuselage having an interior. The UAV
further comprises an actuator disposed in the interior of the
fuselage. The UAV further comprises a fin rotatably coupled
to the fuselage, the fin rotatable between a stowed configu-
ration and a deployed configuration. The UAV further com-
prises a control surface member rotatably coupled to the fin.
The UAV further comprises a control surface linkage
coupled between actuator and the control surface member. In
the deployed configuration, the actuator is configured to
rotate the control surface member with respect to the fin.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate the scope of the
disclosure and realize additional aspects thereof after read-
ing the following detailed description of the embodiments in
association with the accompanying drawing figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawing figures incorporated in and
forming a part of this specification illustrate several aspects
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2

of the disclosure, and together with the description serve to
explain the principles of the disclosure.

FIGS. 1A-1C illustrate an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
according to an embodiment being launched from a storage
and launch tube, with the UAV converting from a stowed
configuration to a deployed configuration during launch;

FIGS. 2A-2C illustrate internal components of the UAV
of FIGS. 1A-1C in the deployed configuration, to illustrate
operation of tail fin sub-assemblies of the UAV when
deployed;

FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate internal components of the UAV
of FIGS. 1A-2C in the stowed configuration, to illustrate
operation of tail fin sub-assemblies of the UAV when
stowed;

FIG. 4 illustrates a detail view of a portion of an inverted
perspective view of the UAV according to the embodiment
of FIGS. 1A-3C in the stowed configuration;

FIG. 5 illustrates a detail view of a portion of a perspec-
tive view of the UAV according to the embodiment of FIGS.
1A-4 in the deployed configuration;

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate bottom cutaway views of the
UAV of FIGS. 1A-5, with a left fin in the deployed con-
figuration and a right fin in the stowed configuration; and

FIG. 7 illustrates a partial cutaway view of a UAV
according to an alternate embodiment, with portions of a
control surface linkage disposed outside the fuselage of the
UAV.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments set forth below represent the informa-
tion to enable those skilled in the art to practice the embodi-
ments and illustrate the best mode of practicing the embodi-
ments. Upon reading the following description in light of the
accompanying drawing figures, those skilled in the art will
understand the concepts of the disclosure and will recognize
applications of these concepts not particularly addressed
herein. It should be understood that these concepts and
applications fall within the scope of the disclosure and the
accompanying claims.

Any flowcharts discussed herein are necessarily discussed
in some sequence for purposes of illustration, but unless
otherwise explicitly indicated, the embodiments are not
limited to any particular sequence of steps. The use herein of
ordinals in conjunction with an element is solely for distin-
guishing what might otherwise be similar or identical labels,
such as “first end” and “second end,” and does not imply a
priority, a type, an importance, or other attribute, unless
otherwise stated herein. The term “substantially” used
herein in conjunction with a numeric value means any value
that is within a range of five percent greater than or five
percent less than the numeric value. The term “substantially”
used herein in conjunction with an angular definition means
any value that is within a range of five degrees greater than
or five degrees less than the angular relationship.

Embodiments include a control surface assembly for an
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). The control surface assem-
bly comprises a fin configured to be rotatably coupled to a
fuselage of the UAV, with a control surface member rotat-
ably coupled to the fin. A control surface linkage is config-
ured to be coupled between the control surface member and
an actuator disposed in the fuselage. The fin is rotatable with
respect to the fuselage between a stowed configuration, in
which the UAV is prepared for storage, and a deployed
configuration, in which the UAV is capable of flight. In the
deployed configuration, the control surface linkage is con-
figured to rotate the control surface member with respect to



US 10,124,880 B1

3

the fin when the actuator actuates the control surface link-
age. In the stowed configuration, however, the control
surface linkage is configured to move with respect to the fin
without rotating the control surface member, when the
actuator actuates the control surface linkage.

One advantage of disposing the actuator in the fuselage is
that actuators may contain relatively heavy components,
such as a motor, for example, that can interfere with the
desired weight distribution of the UAV. For example, dis-
posing the actuator on or in the rotatable fin itself can
interfere with the aerodynamic characteristics, and can also
make the UAV “tail-heavy” when disposed on or in a
rearwardly disposed fin, such as a tailfin or rudder. For many
UAV designs, it is more desirable to locate the heavier
actuator components inside the fuselage in a forward loca-
tion for optimal weight distribution.

This arrangement requires a mechanical linkage between
the actuator and the control surface, but this presents diffi-
culties when the fin is movable with respect to the fuselage.
The mechanical linkage must be capable of moving the
control surface when the fin is deployed, and the linkage
must also be arranged so that actuating the linkage when the
fin is deployed does not damage or stress the linkage or fin
when the fin is stowed. One advantage of embodiments
described herein is that a control surface linkage can operate
the control surface in the deployed configuration and can
also be actuated in the stowed configuration without dam-
aging or stressing the control surface linkage or fin.

Before discussing the details of an example control sur-
face linkage, a UAV 10 having a deployed and stowed
configuration according to an embodiment is described in
relation to FIGS. 1A-1C. The UAV 10 is part of a portable
launch system 12 that also comprises a storage and launch
tube 14. In this embodiment, the UAV 10 has a fuselage 16
sized to be stored in an interior of the storage and launch
tube 14. The UAV 10 includes a wing sub-assembly 18, a
pair of tail fin sub-assemblies 20, and a propeller 22, each of
which is movable back and forth between the deployed and
stowed configuration. In the stowed configuration of this
embodiment, the wing sub-assembly 18 is folded and
rotated, the tail fin sub-assemblies 20 are rotated, and the
propeller 22 is folded so that the UAV 10 can be compactly
stored in the storage and launch tube 14. In this embodiment,
as shown in FIG. 1A, the storage and launch tube 14 may
contain a launch mechanism that launches the UAV 10 out
of the storage and launch tube 14. As the UAV 10 exits the
storage and launch tube 14, FIGS. 1B and 1C illustrate the
wing sub-assembly 18, the tail fin sub-assemblies 20 and the
propeller 22 automatically rotating and/or folding into the
deployed configuration. For example, a wing body 24 of the
wing sub-assembly 18 automatically rotates with respect to
the fuselage 16, the wing extension members 26 automati-
cally unfold into place, and the propeller 22 also unfolds
away from the fuselage into place. Each tail fin sub-assem-
bly 20 is also configured to automatically rotate with respect
to the fuselage 16 when the UAV 10 is launched from the
storage and launch tube 14. In this manner, the UAV 10 can
convert itself from the stowed configuration to the deployed
configuration within seconds of being launched from the
storage and launch tube 14.

As discussed above, it is desirable to locate the heavier
components within the fuselage 16, but this makes it difficult
to mechanically control the movable elements located in the
wing sub-assembly 18 and particularly in the tail fin sub-
assemblies 20. In this regard, FIGS. 2A-2C illustrate internal
components of the UAV 10 in the deployed configuration, to
illustrate operation of the tail fin sub-assemblies 20 during
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flight. In particular, FIG. 2A is a bottom cutaway view, FIG.
2B is a top cutaway view at a 45-degree offset, and FIG. 2C
is a rear cutaway view of the UAV 10. As shown by FIGS.
2A-2C, each tail fin sub-assembly 20 includes a fin 28 that
is rotatably coupled to the fuselage 16, which allows the tail
fin sub-assembly 20 to rotate back and forth between the
deployed and stowed configuration. Each fin 28 has a control
surface member 30 rotatably coupled thereto. In this
embodiment, as shown by FIG. 2B, the tail fin sub-assembly
20 is arranged at a 45-degree downward angle with respect
to the fuselage 16. This type of tail fin sub-assembly 20 is
commonly called a ruddervator, because its control surface
member 30 functions as a rudder and an elevator simulta-
neously. It should be understood, however, that aspects of
the disclosed embodiments are equally applicable to other
types of fins, such as, for example, a wing, a tailfin, rudder,
etc.

In this embodiment, each tail fin sub-assembly 20
includes a control surface linkage 32 coupled between the
control surface member 30 and an actuator 34 disposed in
the fuselage 16. The control surface linkage 32 is configured
to be actuated by the actuator 34 to rotate the control surface
member 30 with respect to the fin 28. The control surface
linkage 32 includes a translation member 36 configured to
translate in a longitudinal direction with respect to the
fuselage 16. A control link 38 is coupled between the
translation member 36 at a first end 40 and the control
surface 30 at a second end 42. In this embodiment, a pushrod
44 is connected between the translation member 36 and a
respective actuator 34. The pushrod 44 extends substantially
in the longitudinal direction and is fixed with respect to the
translation member 36, such that actuating the actuator 34
moves the pushrod 44 and the translation member 36 in the
longitudinal direction.

The first end 40 and the second end 42 of the control link
38 include a respective first ball link 46 coupled to the
translation member 36 and second ball link 48 coupled to the
control surface member 30. The first ball link 46 allows the
control link 38 to rotate with respect to the translation
member 36 with three degrees of freedom and the second
ball link 48 permits the control link 38 to rotate with respect
to the control surface member 30 with three degrees of
freedom as well. In this embodiment, when the tail fin
sub-assembly 20 and the control surface linkage 32 are in the
deployed configuration, the control link 38 is substantially
parallel to the longitudinal direction, and is aligned with the
pushrod 44 and the translation member 36. As a result,
actuating the actuator 34 causes the pushrod 44, the trans-
lation member 36, and the control link 38 to all move in the
longitudinal direction in unison.

As discussed above, the second end 42 of the control link
38 is rotatably coupled to the control surface member 30 via
the second ball link 48. The control surface member 30
includes a control surface 50 that is rotatable with respect to
the fin 28, and an arm 52 that is fixed with respect to the
control surface 50. The second ball link 48 of the control link
38 is rotatably coupled to the arm 52 such that moving the
control link 38 in the longitudinal direction causes the arm
52 to rotate the control surface 50 with respect to the fin 28
about an axis substantially parallel to the fin 28 when the fin
28 is in the deployed configuration. As a result, when the fin
28 is in the deployed configuration, the actuator 34 is able
to move the pushrod 44, the translation member 36, and the
control link 38 in unison in the longitudinal direction to
cause the arm 52 to rotate the control surface 50 with respect
to the fin 28. In this embodiment, moving the pushrod 44, the
translation member 36, and the control link 38 forward with
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respect to the fuselage 16 causes the control surface 30 to
rotate down with respect to the fin 28, and moving the
pushrod 44, the translation member 36, and the control link
38 rearward with respect to the fuselage 16 causes the
control surface 30 to rotate up with respect to the fin 28. It
should be understood, however, that other functional
arrangements are contemplated.

In this manner, the actuator 34 can be disposed in an
interior 54 of the fuselage 16 while retaining the ability to
control the control surface member 30 of the rotatable fin 28.
The actuator 34 includes a motor 60, such as a servo or a
stepper motor for example, and a rotatable actuator arm 62
connected to the pushrod 44. As the actuator arm 62 rotates,
the pushrod 44 moves forward or rearward substantially in
the longitudinal direction, thereby moving the translation
member 36 in the longitudinal direction as well. In this
embodiment, the translation member 36 includes a protru-
sion 56 that slidably engages a slot 58 (See FIG. 2B)
disposed in the interior of the fuselage 54. The translation
member 36 is also slidably mounted about a guide rod 64
that extends parallel to the slot 58 and is fixed with respect
to the fuselage 16. The slot 58 and the guide rod 64 both
extend in the longitudinal direction and cause the translation
member 36 to translate substantially in the longitudinal
direction along the slot 58 when the actuator 34 actuates the
pushrod 44 forward or rearward.

During operation of the UAV 10, each tail fin sub-
assembly 20 is biased toward the deployed configuration by
a respective tension spring 66. Each spring 66 is connected
between a fuselage 16 spring pin 68 fixed to the interior 54
of the fuselage 16 and a fin spring pin 70 fixed to the fin 28.
In this embodiment, the fin 28 has a circular recess 72
formed therein which matingly engages a gasket 74 coupled
to the fuselage 16. The gasket 74 retains the fin 28 with
respect to the fuselage 16 while permitting the fin 28 to
rotate with respect to the fuselage 16 between the stowed
and deployed configurations. In this embodiment, the fuse-
lage 16 has a pair of fuselage stops 76 configured to engage
and retain a complementary fin stop 78 on each fin 28 when
the fin 28 is in the deployed configuration. In this manner,
the spring 66 retains the fin 28 in the deployed configuration
by biasing the fin 28 to engage the fin stop 78 with the
respective fuselage stop 76.

Having described the operation of the control surface
linkage 32 when the tail fin sub-assembly 20 is in the
deployed configuration, the arrangement and operation of
the control surface linkage 32 when the tail fin sub-assembly
20 is in the stowed configuration will now be described with
respect to FIGS. 3A-3C. In particular, FIGS. 3A-3C illus-
trate the same components of UAV 10 described above with
respect to FIGS. 2A-2C, but in the stowed configuration. As
shown by FIGS. 3A-3C, each fin 28 is rotated with respect
to the fuselage 16 so as to be relatively flush and parallel
with the fuselage 16. This permits the UAV 10 to be inserted
into a storage receptacle, such as, for example, the storage
and launch tube 14 described above with respect to FIG. 1A.
Referring now to FIG. 3A, it can be seen that rotating the fin
28 causes the fin spring pin 70 to move away from the
fuselage 16 spring pin 68, thereby extending and increasing
tension in the spring 66. When the fin 28 is released, for
example by being launched out of the storage and launch
tube 14, the added tension in the spring 66 causes the fin 28
to quickly rotate back into the deployed configuration.

The control link 38 rotates with the fin 28 when the fin 28
is rotated to the stowed configuration. The control link 38
rotates about the first ball link 46 coupled to the translation
member 36 at the first end 40 of the control link 38. When
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the translation member 36 is in a neutral position, the control
link 38 is at a normal to the longitudinal direction. However,
unlike in the deployed configuration, moving the translation
member 36 in the stowed configuration, for example in
response to actuating the actuator 34, will cause the control
surface linkage 32 to move with respect to the fin 28 without
rotating the control surface member 30. In this embodiment,
actuating the actuator 34 instead causes the translation
member 36 to rotate the control link 38 about the second ball
link 48 coupled to the arm 52 of the control surface member
30 at the second end 42 of the control link 38. In this
embodiment, the control link 38 rotates through an arc that
includes the normal to the longitudinal direction. The move-
ment characteristics of the control link 38 will be described
below in greater detail with respect to FIGS. 6A and 6B.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a detail view of a portion of an
inverted perspective view of the UAV 10 according to the
embodiment of FIGS. 2A-3C in the stowed configuration is
illustrated. This view includes a cutaway of the fuselage 16
to show elements of the control surface linkage 32, including
the translation member 36, the pushrod 44, and the control
link 38. The fuselage 16 includes a slot 80 that allows the
control link 38 to extend from the translation member 36 in
the interior 54 of the fuselage 16 at the first end 40 to the arm
52 of the control surface member 30 at the second end 42.
The slot 80 also permits the control link 38 to rotate with the
control surface member 30 as the fin 28 is rotated with
respect to the fuselage 16 between the stowed configuration
and the deployed configuration.

In this regard, FIG. 5 is a detail view of a portion of a
perspective view of the UAV 10 in the deployed configu-
ration. As was described in detail above with respect to
FIGS. 2A-2B, the control link 38 is substantially parallel
with the longitudinal direction when the control surface
member 30 is in the deployed configuration, thereby per-
mitting the pushrod 44, the translation member 36, and the
control link 38 to be actuated in unison to rotate the control
surface member 30 with respect to the fin 28.

To further illustrate the movement and operation of the
control link 38 in the stowed and deployed configurations,
FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate bottom cutaway views of the
UAV 10, with the left fin 28(1) in the deployed configuration
and the right fin 28(2) in the stowed configuration. For
convenience, elements corresponding to the left side of the
UAV 10 include a (1) designation below, and elements
corresponding to the right side of the UAV 10 include a (2)
designation below. In all other respects, the elements of
FIGS. 6A and 6B correspond to elements discussed above
with respect to FIGS. 1A-5.

In FIG. 6A, the left actuator 34(1) pulls the left pushrod
44(1) forward, thereby moving the left translation member
36(1) forward in the longitudinal direction. The left control
link 38(1) is substantially parallel with the longitudinal
direction because the left fin 28(1) is in the deployed
configuration. As a result, the forward movement of the left
control link 38(1) pulls the left arm 52(1) forward and causes
the left control surface 50(1) of the left control surface
member 30(1) to rotate downwardly with respect to the left
fin 28(1).

In contrast, the right fin 28(2) of FIG. 6A is in the stowed
configuration. Here, when the right actuator 34(2) causes the
right translation member 36(2) to move forward, the right
control link 38(2) rotates forward about the second ball link
48(2) coupled to the right arm 52(2) of the right control
surface member 30(2) at the second end 42(2). In this
embodiment, the first ball link 46(2) and second ball link
48(2) allow the control link 38 to rotate and twist with
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respect to the translation member 36(2) and arm 52(2) as
needed when the fin 28(2) is in the stowed configuration,
regardless of whether the translation member 36(2) is moved
forward with respect to the fuselage 16.

Similarly, FIG. 6B illustrates movement and operation of
the control link 38 in the stowed and deployed configura-
tions when the translation members 36 are moved rearward
by the actuators 34. Here again, because the left control link
38(1) is substantially parallel with the longitudinal direction
when the left fin 28(1) is in the deployed configuration,
movement of the left translation member 36(1) rearward
causes the left control link 38(1) to push the left arm 52(1)
rearward and causes the left control surface 50 of the left
control surface member 30(1) to rotate upwardly with
respect to left the fin 28(1). In contrast, when the right
actuator 34(2) causes the right translation member 36(2) to
move rearward, the right control link 38(2) rotates rearward
about the right second ball link 48(2) coupled to the right
arm 52(2) of the right control surface member 30(2) at the
right second end 42(2), without moving the right control
surface member 30(2) or causing any stress or damage to the
right first ball joint 46(2), the second ball joint 48(2), or any
other part of the right control surface linkage 32(2).

In the above embodiments, the translation member 36 is
entirely disposed in the interior 54 of the fuselage 16, and the
control link 38 is partially disposed in the interior 54 of the
fuselage 16. One advantage of this arrangement is that, by
disposing as many components as possible in the interior 54
of the fuselage 16, the UAV 10 can have fewer protuber-
ances into the airstream around the UAV 10 during flight,
thereby improving the aerodynamic profile and flight char-
acteristics of the UAV 10. In other embodiments, however,
space constraints may nevertheless require that additional
components be disposed outside the aircraft.

In this regard, FIG. 7 illustrates partial cutaway view of a
UAV 82 according to an alternate embodiment. In this
embodiment, the UAV 82 includes a fusclage 84 having an
alternative tail fin sub-assembly 86. The tail fin sub-assem-
bly 86 includes a fin 88 rotatable about the fuselage 84 and
a control surface member 90 rotatable about the fin 88. The
UAV 82 also includes an alternate control surface linkage 92
having a translation member 94 extending through the
fuselage 84 and a control link 96 rotatably coupled between
the translation member 94 at a first end 98 and the control
surface member 90 at the second end 100, with the entire
control link 96 disposed outside the fuselage 84.

A pushrod 102 coupled to an actuator (not shown) moves
the translation member 94, which causes the control link 96
to move the control surface member 90 via first ball link 104
and second ball link 106. The control surface member 90
includes a control surface 108 and arm 110 fixed with
respect to the control surface 108 and rotatably coupled to
the second ball link 106. In this embodiment, the pushrod
102 moves the translation member 94 along the longitudinal
direction within a slot 114 that is fixed with respect to the
fuselage 84, thereby causing the control link 96 to control
the control surface member 90 when the fin 88 is in the
deployed configuration and to move with respect to the
control surface member 90 without moving the control
surface member 90 when the fin 88 is in the stowed
configuration (not shown). In this embodiment, each fin 88
has a circular recess 116 formed therein which matingly
engages a gasket 118 coupled to the fuselage 84. The gasket
118 retains the fin 88 with respect to the fuselage 84 while
permitting the fin 88 to rotate with respect to the fuselage 84
between the stowed and deployed configurations. In this
embodiment, the slot 114 is formed in the gasket 118,
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thereby permitting the translation member 94 to move in the
longitudinal direction along the slot 114, thereby permitting
full movement of the control surface member 90 when the
fin 88 is in the deployed configuration while minimizing
movement of the control surface member 90 when the fin 88
is in the stowed configuration.
Those skilled in the art will recognize improvements and
modifications to the preferred embodiments of the disclo-
sure. All such improvements and modifications are consid-
ered within the scope of the concepts disclosed herein and
the claims that follow.
What is claimed is:
1. A control surface assembly for an unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) comprising:
a fin configured for rotatable coupling to a fuselage, the
fin rotatable between a stowed configuration and a
deployed configuration;
a control surface member rotatably coupled to the fin; and
a control surface linkage coupled to the control surface
member, the control surface linkage configured for
actuation by an actuator disposed in the fuselage,
wherein:
in the deployed configuration, the control surface link-
age is configured to rotate the control surface mem-
ber with respect to the fin responsive to actuation of
the actuator, and

in the stowed configuration, the control surface linkage
is configured to move with respect to the fin respon-
sive to actuation of the actuator without rotating the
control surface member.

2. The control surface assembly of claim 1, wherein the
control surface linkage comprises:

a translation member configured to translate with respect
to the fuselage in response to the actuator actuating the
control surface linkage;

a control link coupled between the translation member
and the control surface member.

3. The control surface assembly of claim 2, wherein the

control link comprises:

a first end rotatably coupled to the translation member
with three degrees of freedom; and

a second end rotatably coupled to the control surface
member with three degrees of freedom.

4. The control surface assembly of claim 3, further
comprising a pushrod extending in a first direction, the
pushrod coupled to the translation member,

wherein the pushrod is configured for coupling to the
actuator such that actuating the actuator moves the
pushrod substantially in the first direction.

5. The control surface assembly of claim 4, wherein the

pushrod is fixed with respect to the translation member.

6. The control surface assembly of claim 4, wherein the
control link is substantially parallel to the first direction
when the fin is in the deployed configuration.

7. The control surface assembly of claim 4, wherein the
control link is rotatable about the second end through an arc
comprising a normal to the first direction when the fin is in
the stowed configuration.

8. The control surface assembly of claim 3, wherein the
first end of the control link comprises a first ball link coupled
to the translation member; and

the second end of the control link comprises a second ball
link coupled to the control surface member.

9. The control surface assembly of claim 2, wherein the

control surface member comprises:

a control surface rotatable with respect to the fin about an
axis substantially parallel to the fin; and
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an arm fixed with respect to the control surface, the arm
coupled to the control link.

10. The control surface assembly of claim 9, wherein the

control link comprises:

a first end rotatably coupled to the translation member
with three degrees of freedom; and

a second end rotatably coupled to the arm of the control
surface member with three degrees of freedom.

11. The control surface assembly of claim 10, further

comprising:

the fuselage extending in a longitudinal direction substan-
tially parallel to a first direction, the fuselage compris-
ing an interior, wherein the fin is rotatably coupled to
the fuselage;

the actuator disposed in the interior of the fuselage.

12. An unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) comprising:

a fuselage having an interior;

an actuator disposed in the interior of the fuselage;

a fin rotatably coupled to the fuselage, the fin rotatable
between a stowed configuration and a deployed con-
figuration;

a control surface member rotatably coupled to the fin; and

a control surface linkage coupled between the actuator
and the control surface member,

wherein, in the deployed configuration, the actuator is
configured to rotate the control surface member with
respect to the fin, and in the stowed configuration, the
actuator is configured to move the control surface
linkage with respect to the control surface member
without rotating the control surface member.

13. The UAV of claim 12, wherein the control surface

linkage comprises:

a translation member configured to translate with respect
to the fuselage in response to the actuator actuating the
control surface linkage;
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a control link coupled between the translation member

and the control surface member.

14. The UAV of claim 13, wherein the control link
comprises:

a first end rotatably coupled to the translation member

with three degrees of freedom; and

a second end rotatably coupled to the control surface

member with three degrees of freedom.

15. The UAV of claim 14, further comprising a pushrod
extending in a longitudinal direction with respect to the
fuselage, the pushrod coupled between the translation mem-
ber and the actuator such that actuating the actuator moves
the pushrod substantially in the longitudinal direction.

16. The UAV of claim 15, wherein the control link is
substantially parallel to the longitudinal direction when the
fin is in the deployed configuration.

17. The UAV of claim 15, wherein the control link is
rotatable about the second end through an arc comprising a
normal to the longitudinal direction when the fin is in the
stowed configuration.

18. The UAV of claim 15, wherein the translation member
further comprises a protrusion configured to slidably engage
a slot disposed in the fuselage, the slot extending substan-
tially parallel to the longitudinal direction.

19. The UAV of claim 13, wherein the control surface
member comprises:

a control surface rotatable with respect to the fin about an

axis substantially parallel to the fin; and

an arm fixed with respect to the control surface, the arm

coupled to the control link.

20. The UAV of claim 12, further comprising:

a spring coupled between the fuselage and the fin, the

spring configured to bias the fin toward the deployed
configuration.



