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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING UAV
SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of environmental
monitoring. More particularly, the invention relates to an
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) for autonomously provid-
ing air monitoring.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), such as a drone, has
many civilian and military uses for various purposes, while
taking advantage of the flight capabilities of UAV's that may
operate with various degrees of autonomy, either under
remote control by a human operator, or fully or intermit-
tently autonomously, by onboard computer units. The pres-
ent invention tends to focus on novel solution for environ-
mental monitoring.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a drone
which is capable of providing air and environmental moni-
toring.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will
become apparent as the description proceeds.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an environmental moni-
toring UAV system comprises a drone provided with an air
monitoring platform that is adapted for taking air sample(s)
by enforcing air to flow through or into at least one sampling
medium, during the flight of said drone.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the air
monitoring platform includes measurement sensors unit
configured to read environmental parameters, thereby trig-
gering to take the air sample(s) at specific locations when the
readings of said measurement sensors unit are above a
specific threshold level.

In another aspect the present invention relates to a method
for monitoring the environment, comprising providing a
drone with an air monitoring platform adapted for taking air
sample(s) by enforcing air to flow through or into at least
one sampling medium, during the flight of said drone.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the sam-
pling medium is a container, in particular in form of a gas
sampling bag or a vacuum canister.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the sam-
pling medium is a gas detection tube or air filters.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the method
further comprising providing an environmental sensory
module adapted for performing measurements of concen-
tration of impurities in air, wherein the measurements are
used for triggering the air monitoring platform to take air
sample(s) whenever the concentration of impurities in air is
above a predetermined level.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the method
further comprising using the measurements to automatically
navigate the drone in order to search for areas in midair
where the concentration of impurities in air is above the
predetermined level, by using the measurement sensors unit
for continuously measuring concentration of impurities in
air and accordingly navigating the drone towards said areas.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the enforc-
ing of air to flow into a sampling medium is done by
pumping air.
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According to an embodiment of the invention, the enforc-
ing of air to flow through or into a sampling medium is done
by applying air suction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a drone provided with an
air monitoring platform, according to an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates an air monitoring plat-
form, according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of an environmental
UAV monitoring system, according to an embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 4 shows the drone of FIG. 1 provided with with
sampling bags in an inflated state.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

As used herein the term “drone” may refer to any aircraft
vehicle that is operated without an on-board human pilot.
For example, drones may include, but are not limited to,
UAVs, fixed-wing UAVs, airship, air balloon, a remotely
piloted aircraft (RPA), a multirotor, and the like. These
drones may utilize various modes of propulsion, hoovering
and/or flight capabilities.

Reference will now be made to several embodiments of
the present invention, examples of which are illustrated in
the accompanying figures. Wherever practicable similar or
like reference numbers may be used in the figures and may
indicate similar or like functionality. The figures depict
embodiments of the present invention for purposes of illus-
tration only. One skilled in the art will readily recognize
from the following description that alternative embodiments
of the structures and methods illustrated herein may be
employed without departing from the principles of the
invention described herein.

Various exemplary embodiments relate to a drone.
According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
drone may include: a navigation unit configured to deter-
mine the location of the drone and navigate the drone to
designated locations, an measurement sensors unit config-
ured to read environmental parameters such as type of
pollutions and measurement of pollutions concentrations, an
air sampling module configured to monitor the environment,
e.g., by inflating at least one air sampling bag with a sampled
of the surrounding air or by using a vacuum canister, and a
wireless network transceiver configured to periodically
transmit the location of the drone and environmental read-
ings to a remote monitoring system or station.

In various embodiments, the wireless network transceiver
is further configured to receive navigation path information
including designated locations.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an exemplary drone 100
equipped with an air monitoring platform 1, according to an
embodiment of the invention. Drone 100 may be a com-
mercially available UAV platform that has been modified to
carry specific modules and components of the air monitoring
platform 1 as described in further detail below. Drone 100
may include rotors 10, motor support beams 11, and elec-
tronic units such as a flight controller 12 and a navigation
module 13. Rotors 10 may provide lift for drone 100. As
shown in FIG. 1, drone 100 may include four, six, eight or
more rotors depending on the size and weight of the drone
payload. For example, the number and size of the rotors may
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vary based on particular lift and flight time needs Drone 100
may further include a lower frame 14 that may provide a
mounting point for attaching the air monitoring platform 1.
In this figure, platform 1 is indicated by the dotted line.

In addition, Drone 100 may include electronic compo-
nents (not shown) such as a battery for powering the drone’s
modules and components, a switch (e.g., such as a single
throw multiple post switch for simultaneously switching
power to each of the electronics components of the drone),
wireless client (e.g., an industrial IEEE 802.11 wireless
client or any other protocol), GPS receiver, a processor, and
a memory. The processor may control operation of various
computer programs on drone 100.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates an air monitoring plat-
form 1 adapted to be mounted or attached to drone 100,
according to an embodiment of the invention. In some
embodiments, air monitoring platform 1 can be an integral
part of drone 100. For example, platform 1 can be connected
to drone 100 mechanically via the lower frame 14 as shown
in FIGS. 4-6 and electronically to the flight control module
12 of drone 100 via a microcontroller 5. Air monitoring
platform 1 may include a supporting frame 2 on which
measurement sensors unit 3, an air sampling unit 4, micro-
controller 5 and a communication unit 6 are situated. The
units of platform 1 are electronically communicated through
the microcontroller 5. Platform 1 further comprises one or
more sampling mediums, such as gas detection tubes (as
indicated by numeral 18 in FIG. 3), gas sampling bags (as
indicated by numeral 7 in FIG. 3), vacuum canisters (as
indicated by numeral 9 in FIG. 3), air filters (as indicated by
numeral 17 in FIG. 3) and the like. For example, in this
figure a gas sampling bag 7 is shown.

Microcontroller 5 may be connected to measurement
sensors unit 3, air sampling unit 4 and is also in data
communication with the flight controller 12 of drone 100.
Microcontroller 5 may receive data from measurement sen-
sors unit 3, processes the receive data and accordingly
activates air sampling unit 4. Microcontroller 5 may be
communicatively coupled to a memory. In various embodi-
ments, the microcontroller 5 may be integral with another
electronic component, such as, for example, measurement
sensors unit 3. In addition, microcontroller 5 may further
communicate with a communication unit 6 (e.g., a wireless
modem) for wirelessly communicating with a remote station
(e.g., an environmental ground station 8 as shown in FIG. 3).

The memory may store a computer program or instruc-
tions for execution by the microcontroller 5. In various
embodiments, the memory may store information for trig-
gering/controlling the actuation of the air sampling unit 4
and additionally for providing navigation instructions to the
flight controller 12 according to the readings of the mea-
surement sensors unit 3, thereby, using drone 100 to auto-
matically perform search for areas with highest concentra-
tion of impurities in air (e.g., areas in which the readings of
the measurement sensors unit 3 are above a predetermined
threshold level. The flight path of drone 100 is defined based
on the readings of unit 3). The invention may also be
practiced in distributed computing environments where
tasks are performed by remote processing devices (e.g., a
ground control station) that are linked through a communi-
cations network. In a distributed computing environment,
program modules may be located in both local and remote
memory storage devices. The functions described herein
may be performed by executable code and instructions
stored in the memory or other computer readable medium
and running on the processor. However, state machines,
and/or hardwired electronic circuits can also be utilized.
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According to an embodiment of the invention, measure-
ment sensors unit 3 may include one or more sensor or
detectors (e.g., chemical sensors such as organic and inor-
ganic, particle sensors such as p.m 10, Photoionization
Detector (PID), radiation sensors, and the like). Measure-
ment sensors unit 3 allows real-time monitoring information
from the one or more sensors/detectors to be used as a
trigger for actuating the air sampling unit 4. Measurement
sensors unit 3 may also include an imaging system (e.g.,
camera) for transmitting visual information to a ground
control station.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a schematic block diagram of an
environmental UAV monitoring system is shown in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention. In the UAV
monitoring system, air sampling unit 4 is configured to
inflate at least one air sampling bag 7 (e.g., Tedlar® Gas
Sampling Bags by DuPont™) with atmospheric gas of the
surrounding air. Sampling unit 4 may include an electric air
pump 19, and at least one sampling bag 7 provided with a
bag valve 20 for enabling to inflate the bag 7. Air pump 19,
and bag valve 20 are electronically controlled by microcon-
troller 5 that may receive information from unit 3 or from
flight controller 12. In some embodiments, flight controller
12 can be used to activate air sampling unit 4 manually by
receiving control signals via a remote control receiver 15
that can be operated by a human operator. A telemetry
module 16 can be used to provide flight data an operator.

For example, air monitoring platform 1 may operate as
follows:

receiving, by microcontroller 5, readings from measure-
ment sensors unit 3 (e.g., readings that may indicate of
a polluted area due to predetermined set of values);

if the readings values are above the predetermined set of
values, actuating the air pump 19;

opening the bag valve 20 for a sampling time needed to
fill bag 7 at least partially with sampled environmental
air; and

After the filling, closing the bag valve 20 and turning off
the air pump 19.

At this stage, sampling bag 7 is filled with gas of the
surrounding environment that may be suspicious as
polluted.

In case of using more than one sampling medium (e.g.,
two or more sampling bags 7), a manifold (not shown) can
be used to handle more than one sampling bag. The micro-
controller 5 may control the inflating of each bag separately
at different sampling location during the flight of the drone
100. FIG. 4 shows a drone provided with air monitoring
platform 1 with several sampling bags 7 in an inflated state.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the flight
controller 12 is in communication with a navigation module,
which may be any receiver adapted for receiving location
signals and determining a location. For example, the navi-
gation module may include a GPS receiver for receiving
GPS location signals and determining a location. In various
embodiments, the navigation module may be integrated with
a compass module and a drone navigation system. Alterna-
tively, the processor and the memory may perform naviga-
tion based on data received from the navigation module. The
navigation module may receive navigation path information
stored in the memory or navigation path information pro-
vided via the wireless client. In various alternative embodi-
ments, the navigation module may provide information to a
human pilot who remotely controls drone 100 via the
wireless client.
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In some embodiments, the drone may also include safety
module(s), such as avoidance or anti-collision system, an
airbag system, etc.

All the above description and examples have been given
for the purpose of illustration and are not intended to limit
the invention in any way. Many different mechanisms,
methods of analysis, electronic and logical elements can be
employed, all without exceeding the scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. An environmental monitoring system for automatically
searching for areas with high concentration of impurities in
air configured to be mounted/attached to an unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV), comprising:

a. a measurement. sensors unit configured to read envi-

ronmental parameters; and

b. a microcontroller for monitoring and controlling opera-

tion of said UAV and said measurement sensors unit;
wherein said microcontroller receives readings from said
measure t sensors unit and accordingly defining the flight
path of said UAV based on readings of said measurement
sensors unit.

2. A system according to claim 1, further comprising at
least one air sampling unit with one or more sampling
mediums, wherein samples of air arc collected by said air
sampling unit.
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3. A system according to claim 2, wherein readings of said
measurement sensors unit that are above a specific threshold
level trigger said air sampling unit to collect air sample(s).

4. A system according to claim 2, wherein at no of said
one or more sampling mediums comprises a gas sampling
bag and wherein samples of air collected by pumping air
thereinto.

5. A system according to claim 2, wherein at least one of
said on more sampling mediums comprises a vacuum can-
ister and wherein samples of air are collected by applying air
suction thereto.

6. A system according to claim 2, wherein the sampling
medium comprises a gas detection tube or air filters.

7. A system according to claim 1, wherein the microcon-
troller provides instructions to the UAV to navigate in the
direction of areas with high impurities.

8. A method for automatically searching for areas with
high concentration of impurities in air, comprising:

a. reading environmental parameters by a measurement
sensors unit configured to be mounted/attached to a
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)

b. monitoring said measurement sensors unit by a micro-
controller; and

c. providing instructions, by said microcontroller, to said
UAV for defining the flight path of said UAV based on
readings said measurement sensors unit.
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