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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and system for enabling access to an unmanned
aerial vehicle are disclosed. The method includes receiving
a request from a user for access to an unmanned aerial
vehicle through a control system. The method further
includes making a determination of whether to grant access
to the control system. If the determination is made to grant
access the control system then receiving alternate mission
parameters for an alternate mission from the user. The
method also includes making a decision about whether to
implement the alternate mission based on a set of predeter-
mined policies. If the decision is to implement the alternate
mission then implementing the alternate mission and saving
the alternate mission parameters.

17 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM TO DYNAMICALLY
AND INTELLIGENTLY ENABLE ACCESS TO
UAVS IN ANY LOCATION

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the present inventions relate to methods
and systems for controlling unmanned vehicles (UVs), and
more particularly to methods and systems that enable control
of an Unmanned Arial Vehicle (“UAV”) by more than one
entity in any location.

BACKGROUND

Today a large number of companies are greatly expanding
their use of UAVs. UAVs have been used for military
applications, search-and-rescue  missions,  scientific
research, delivering goods, and other uses. UAVs can
include a plurality of airborne platforms or air vehicles, each
carrying a plurality of sensors that may be used to collect
information about an area under surveillance or to deliver a
payload to a certain location. The airborne platforms may
communicate with users, which may include persons or
equipment, that desire access to data collected by the sensors
or desire to control the UAV. More sophisticated UAVs have
built-in control and/or guidance systems to perform low-
level human pilot duties, such as speed and flight path
surveillance, and simple pre-scripted navigation functions.
UAV security is a high priority in acrospace and defense
applications. Secure communication links are vital for UAV
operation, both to control the UAV based on mission objec-
tives and to deliver data reliably to mission controllers on the
ground. Encryption and decryption are inherent require-
ments, adding complexity and cost in the electronics.

While UAVs are being deployed to perform various tasks,
there are numerous security measures being taken so there is
no chance of security breach while these UAVs are flying in
open skies. When communication is between two pre-
defined entities in this case, the UAV and the command
center, it is fairly simple to secure such communication with
necessary encryption and usual secure access enabling
mechanisms. However, enabling UAVs to communicate
with a number of users creates potential security issues,
especially if those users are dynamically added to a list of
operators who can access and command the UAV. The
problem is not only how to grant access to users securely,
which is a major security concern, but also to manage the
level of control over the UAV and to enable the UAV to
decide intelligently to respond to the commands of the users
with limited resources while flying from one location to
another location.

There is a need to securely enable access by different
users in different locations to a UAV. There is also a need for
the UAV to be securely accessed by multiple entities to
perform alternate tasks while prioritizing not only its pri-
mary task over secondary objectives but also prioritizing the
users accessing the UAV.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, a method for dynamically and intel-
ligently enabling secure access to UAVs in any location may
comprise receiving a request from a user for access to a UAV
through a control system and making a determination of
whether to grant access to the control system. If the deter-
mination is to grant access then the method includes the step
of receiving alternate mission parameters for an alternate
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2

mission. The method may also comprise making a decision
about whether to implement the alternate mission and if the
decision is to implement the alternate mission then imple-
menting the alternate mission.

In another embodiment, a system to dynamically and
intelligently enable access to unmanned vehicles in any
location may comprise an unmanned vehicle, an unmanned
vehicle control system; and a mission policy management
subsystem coupled to the unmanned vehicle control system.
The mission policy management subsystem may comprise a
mission information subsystem, an environment information
subsystem, and a mission decision engine coupled to the
mission information subsystem and the environment infor-
mation subsystem.

In another embodiment, a method of controlling an
unmanned vehicle may comprise determining whether a user
has authorization to control the unmanned vehicle; if the
user has authorization, then receiving alternate mission
parameters from the user. The method may also comprise
making a determination about whether to perform an alter-
nate mission based on the alternate mission parameters, a set
of policies, and information about a state of the unmanned
vehicle. If a determination is made that the alternate mission
should be performed, then performing the alternate mission,
and storing information about the determination. If it is
determined that the alternate mission should not be per-
formed then determining whether there is a second
unmanned vehicle that may be capable of performing the
alternate mission.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following detailed description of preferred embodi-
ments is better understood when read in conjunction with the
appended drawings. For the purposes of illustration, there is
shown in the drawings exemplary embodiments; however,
the subject matter is not limited to the specific elements and
instrumentalities disclosed. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a system environ-
ment in which the methods and systems to dynamically and
intelligently enable access to UAVs in any location may be
implemented.

FIG. 2 is a system diagram of a UAV control system.

FIG. 3 is a system diagram of an embodiment of a UAV
ground control station.

FIG. 4 is a system diagram of an embodiment of an access
management system.

FIG. 5 is a system diagram of an embodiment of a mission
policy management system.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method
for dynamically and intelligently enabling access to UAVs in
any location.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method
for authenticating and authorizing a user.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method
for controlling an unmanned vehicle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

System Environment.

Tustrated in FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a
system environment 1 in which the present invention oper-
ates. The system environment 1 includes UAV 2 and UAV 3
each carrying sensors (sensor 4 and sensor 5) for collecting
information or payloads (payload 6 and payload 7) for
delivery. Although two UAVs are illustrated in FIG. 1, it is
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contemplated that the system environment 1 would encom-
pass a plurality of UAVs. UAV 2 and UAV 3 may commu-
nicate with a ground control station 8 and a plurality of user
devices (user device 9, user device 10, and user device 11).
Ground control station 8 may communicate with UAV 2
through a network 12 or an RF transmitter 13. Similarly user
device 11 may communicate with UAV 3 through the
network 12 or an RF transmitter 14. Network 12 may be a
distributed network such as the Internet or a wireless cellular
network. User device 9, user device 10 and user device 11
may comprise any wireless device such as a cell phone, a
smart phone, personal data assistants (PDA) or a personal
computer such as a desktop, a laptop computer or a tablet
computer. Ground control station 8 may be part of a com-
mand and control center (not shown). The command and
control center is typically a facility that operates as the
operating entity’s dispatch center, surveillance monitoring
center, coordination office and alarm monitoring center all in
one. Command and control centers are operated by the
operating entity.

UAV Control System.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the main hardware
and system components of one embodiment of a UAV
control system 51. The UAV control system 51 includes a
central processing unit (CPU 53), which is responsible for
processing data and executing commands and instructions.
The CPU 53 may be responsible for processing sensor data,
handling /O to a GPS receiver 55, a UAV transmitter/
receiver 57, and bypass circuit 59, thereby enabling com-
munications with the ground station. The UAV control
system 51 is provided with sufficient memory to store the
autopilot source code storage and effect runtime execution.
The CPU 53 is in electronic communication with various
sensors and is responsible for processing raw data from the
various sensors such as sensor 60 and storing and transmit-
ting the data. Data is stored in memory 61, which is in
electronic communication with the CPU 53. The memory 61
may include random access memory (RAM), flash memory
or any other type of memory technology currently available.
To control a UAV such as UAV 2 in FIG. 1, the UAV control
system 51 must have access to the location coordinates of
UAV 2. These coordinates are measured using the GPS
receiver 55 that is in electronic communication with the
CPU 53. The GPS receiver 55 receives its data through a
GPS antenna 65. The fixed rotational rates of UAV 2 may be
measured by rate gyros 67 a, 67 b, and 67 ¢ which are in
electronic communication with the CPU 53. The rate gyros
67 a, 67 b and 67 ¢ are disposed to enable sensing off the
rotational rates about the body axes of the UAV 2. The
altitude of the UAV may be measured using an absolute
pressure sensor 69 that is in electronic communication with
the CPU 53. Acceleration in the X, y, and z axes may be
measured by accelerometers 26 a, 26 b, and 26 ¢ which are
in electronic communication with the CPU 53. The velocity
of UAV 2 may be measured using a differential pressure
sensor 73 in electronic communication with the CPU 53.
The differential pressure sensor 73 outputs a voltage based
on the difference in pressure between its two external ports.
A pitot tube is connected to one of the ports and the other is
left open to the ambient air. The flow of air against the Pitot
tube causes a pressure difference proportional to the speed of
the air. The corresponding voltage produced by the differ-
ential pressure sensor 73 is used to calculate the airspeed of
the UAV 2. The CPU 53 may be also in electronic commu-
nication with payload inputs 75 which may include data
from a video processing unit or any other data that involves
a payload (such as payload 6) on the UAV. The UAV is
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4

controlled using flight actuators 77 which include servos in
electronic communication with the CPU 53 that control the
flight of the UAV 2. The bypass circuit 59 may be provided
to allow a user to take control of the UAV 2. The UAV
control system 51 is electrically connected to a power source
81. In one embodiment the power source 81 may include a
plurality of batteries. The power source 81 may be used to
power the UAV control system 51 and connected accesso-
ries. The power source 81 may also be used to power an
actuator 83 that propels the UAV 2. The UAV control system
51 may be provided with an RC control system 85 that
allows a user to take control of a UAV (such as UAV 3) using
an RF transmitter such as RF transmitter 14 or RF trans-
mitter 13 shown in FIG. 1.

The UAV control system 51 may interact with an access
management system 87 and a mission policy management
system 89, which are described in more detail below, and
that control access to the UAV control system 51 by user
devices such as user device 11 (shown in FIG. 1). The access
management system 87 and the mission policy management
system 89 may be implemented in the UAV 2 or in the
network 12.

Ground Control Station.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the main hardware
components of a ground control station 8. The ground
control station 8 includes a ground station computer 100.
The ground station computer 100 may be a laptop computer,
a desktop computer, a personal digital assistant, a tablet PC,
a wireless device such as a smart phone or similar devices.
The ground station computer 100 runs ground station system
software 101 as well as user interface software 102. The
ground station computer 100 may also run policy manage-
ment software 103 that provides mission management
parameters to the UAV during operations. The ground sta-
tion computer 100 is in electronic communication with a
ground unit 104. Electronic communication between the
ground station computer 100 and the ground unit 104 may
be accomplished via a serial or USB port. Ground unit 104
may include CPU 105, memory 106, a payload processing
system 107, a ground transmitter/receiver 108, and a ground
antenna 109. CPU 105 processes data from the ground
station computer 100 and the UAV such as UAV 2 in FIG.
1. The payload processing system 107 processes any pay-
load data received from the UAV control system 51, (shown
in FIG. 2), or payload commands from the ground station
computer 100. The payload processing system 107 may also
be connected directly to CPU 105 or the ground station
computer 100. Data from the payload processing system
107, CPU 105, or the ground station computer 100 is sent
through the ground transmitter/receiver 108. The ground
transmitter/receiver 108 also receives data from the UAV
control system 51 (shown in FIG. 2). In an embodiment an
RC controller 110 in electronic communication with the
ground control station 8 (shown in FIG. 1) may be provided.
The CPU 105 may also be connected to an RC unit 110 with
RC antenna 111 that can be used to control the UAV 3
(shown in FIG. 1) using RC signals.

Access Management System.

Tustrated in FIG. 4 is an embodiment of an access
management system 87 in accordance with the present
invention. The access management system 87 includes an
authentication management module 120, and authorization
management module 121, a user repository module 122 and
a user management module 123.

Authentication is a process by which a system verifies the
identity of a User who wishes to access it. Since access
control is normally based on the identity of the User who
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requests access to a resource, authentication is essential. The
process normally consists of four steps:

1. The user makes a claim of identity.

2. The system challenges the user to prove his or her
identity.

3. The user responds to the challenge by providing the
requested proof.

4. The system verifies that the user has provided accept-
able proof.

There are several ways to authenticate a person or infor-
mation on a computer. One way of authenticating a person
is through the use of a user name and password. The user
enters the user’s name and password when prompted by the
system. The authentication management module 120 checks
the pair against a secure file to confirm. If either the name
or the password does not match, then the user is not allowed
further access. A more sophisticated form of authentication
may include some form of biometrics for authentication.
Biometrics uses biological information to verify identity.
Biometric authentication methods include: fingerprint scan;
retina scan; face scan; and voice identification.

The authentication management module 120 is the mod-
ule through which a user provides sufficient credentials to
gain initial access to an application system or a particular
resource. Once a user is authenticated, a session is created
and referred during the interaction between the user and the
application system until the user logs off or the session is
terminated by other means (e.g. timeout). The authentication
management module 120 usually comes with a password
service module when the userid/password authentication
method is used.

The authorization management module 121 is the module
that determines whether a user is permitted to provide input
to UAV control system 51. The level of authorization of a
user is determined by examining the additional properties
(metadata) associated with the user’s account. For example,
data associated with a user may indicate if they are a
member of a given group such as “Owner,” “Administrator,”
“Manager,” “Operator” or “Customer”, or it may indicate
that they are still within a time interval or geographic
location for access.

Authorization is performed by checking the resource
access request against authorization policies that are stored
in a policy store 124 of the access management system 87.
The authorization management module 121 is the core
module that implements role-based access control. More-
over, the authorization model could provide complex access
controls based on data or information or policies including
user attributes, user roles/groups, actions taken, access chan-
nels, time, resources requested, external data and mission
rules. Authorization management module 121 provides the
functionality to create the authorization rules. For example,
it may allow an administrator to create a rule to allow
another user to have control of a UAV to perform a specified
mission. The determination of whether the user has autho-
rization may be based on one or more criteria such as the role
of the user, a membership of the user in a group, a location
of the user, a time and a transaction type. Authorization
management may use parameters such as predefined groups,
predefined roles, predefined privileges and predefined per-
missions to define these rules.

The user repository module 122 may store and deliver
identity information to other services, and provide service to
verify credentials submitted from users.

The user management module 123 is comprised of user
management, password management, role/group manage-
ment and user/group provisioning functionality. The user
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6

management module 123 defines the set of administrative
functions such as identity creation, propagation, and main-
tenance of user identity and privileges.

Mission Policy Management System.

Tustrated in FIG. 5 is the mission policy management
system 89. The mission policy management system 89 may
include a mission information subsystem 125 and an envi-
ronment subsystem 126. The mission information subsystem
125 and the environment subsystem 126 are coupled to a
mission decision engine 127. Mission decision engine 127
may be coupled to an artificial intelligence module 128.

The mission information subsystem 125 may include a
mission profile module 129 that stores and processes mis-
sion profile information relating to the type of mission such
as reconnaissance, attack, payload delivery, and the like.
Associated with each mission profile will be a set of mission
parameters such as regions that must be visited or avoided,
time constraints, time of year, flight altitude, flight latitude,
and payload mass and power, initial position of the target,
direction of a target, and flight path, among others.

The mission information subsystem 125 may include a
checklist module 130 that stores and processes checklists to
ensure that the UAV is performing correctly during flight.
Prior to and during operation, the unmanned vehicle may
undergo one or more verification procedures that are per-
formed according to one or more corresponding checklists.
The checklists in the checklist module 130 generally include
a sequence of various operating parameters to be verified for
proper functionality and/or control actions to be taken once
required operational parameters have been achieved. For
example, a particular checklist implemented prior to take off
may include verification of the unmanned vehicle’s fuel
supply and other suitable operating parameters. In addition
to a checklist implemented for use with takeoff, other
checklists may be implemented for other tasks performed by
unmanned vehicles, such as a change in flight plan, or in
response to specific events or situations that may arise
during any particular mission.

The mission information subsystem 125 may also include
a policies module 131. Policies module 131 may include a
set of policies related to the level of control to be provided
to a user that has been authorized by the access management
system 87. Parameters for policies may include UAV and
target location, customer and operator preferences, UAV
status (e.g. power, type, etc.), next mission on the list,
available resources and the like.

The environment subsystem 126 may include a UAV state
module 132 which may include information about the state
of the UAV such as power, payload capacity, distance to
user, location and the like.

The environment subsystem 126 may also include a UAV
environment module which may include information about
the environment in which the UAV is operating such as
weather, threat level and the like.

The environment subsystem 126 may also include a user
environment module which may include information about
the environment in which the ground-based user is operat-
ing, such as weather, location, terrain, threat level and the
like.

The mission information subsystem 125 and the environ-
ment subsystem 126 may be coupled to the mission decision
engine 127 configured to receive mission parameters from
the mission information subsystem 125, fetch a plurality of
mission plans from the mission profile module 129, and
select one of the plurality of mission profiles based upon the
current requirements and the environmental parameters. The
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mission decision engine 127 may access a rules database
(not shown) that provides rules to the mission decision
engine 127.

The artificial intelligence module 128 may include an
inference engine, a memory (not shown) for storing data
from the mission decision engine 127, heuristic rules, and a
knowledge base memory (not shown) which stores network
information upon which the inference engine draws. The
artificial intelligence module 128 is configured to apply a
layer of artificial intelligence to the mission profiles stored
in the mission profile module 129 to develop relationships
between mission parameters to perform and improve the
assessments, diagnoses, simulations, forecasts, and predic-
tions that form the mission profile. The artificial intelligence
module 128 recognizes if a certain action (implementation
of mission parameters) achieved a desired result (success-
fully accomplishing the mission). The artificial intelligence
module 128 stores this information and attempts the suc-
cessful action the next time it encounters the same situation.
The mission policy management system 89 may be incor-
porated in the UAV or may be a component of the network
12.

Ilustrated in FIG. 6 is an embodiment of a method 200 for
controlling an unmanned vehicle such as a UAV.

In step 201 the UAV control system 51 receives a request
from a user for access to the UAV control system 51.

In step 202 the access management system determines
whether to grant access to the user. The determination to
grant depends on whether the user group is an open or closed
user group. A closed user group is a predetermined group of
users that have been granted access to the UAV control
system 51. An open user group is a group of users whose
access is determined by an access management system 87.
In that case, the access management system 87 controls
access to resources based on predetermined criteria. In one
embodiment the criteria may be identity. The identity is
usually unique in order to support individual accountability
and may include a username, a device id or the like. To
provide access to the control system the identity must be
authenticated. Authentication is the process for confirming
the identity of the user. The typical authentication process
allows the system to identify the user (typically via a
username), and then validate their identity through user-
provided evidence such as a password. Authentication may
be provided by something a person is, has or does. For
example authentication may be accomplished by the use of
biometrics, passwords, passphrase, token or other private
information. After authentication a determination must be
made as to whether the user is authorized to access the
system. The decision of whether or not to allow users to
access the UAV control system 51 is based on access criteria.
Authorization determines that the proven identity has some
set of characteristics associated with it that gives it the right
to access the requested resources. The different access
criteria can be broken up into different types, roles, groups,
location, time, and transaction types. For example, access to
the control system may also be controlled by the job
assignment or function (i.e., the role) of the user who is
seeking access. Using groups is a way of assigning access
control rights. If several users require the same type of
access to the control system and resources, putting them into
a group and then assigning rights and permissions to that
group is easier to manage than assigning rights and permis-
sions to each and every individual separately. Access to
control system may be based upon physical location of the
user. Time-of-day restrictions are another type of limitation
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on access. Mission-based restrictions can be used to control
access to the system based on the mission requested by the
user.

In step 203 the access management system 87 may
provide the user with an access code that may be time and
location limited.

In step 204 the access management system 87 may
receive a set of alternate mission parameters that define an
alternate mission that the user desires to be implemented by
the UAV (such as UAV 3 in FIG. 1).

In step 205 the access management system 87 may
determine whether the alternate mission may be performed.
This determination may be based on information stored in
the mission information subsystem 125. The information
stored in the mission information subsystem 125 may
include mission profiles, checklists, and mission policies.
The information about mission profiles may include infor-
mation about prior decisions to perform other missions. The
determination may also be based on information stored in
the environment subsystem 126. The information stored in
the environment subsystem 126 may include information
about the state of the UAV such as for example the location
of the UAV, the UAV type, power remaining, payload
capacity, distance to user and the like. The information
stored in the environment subsystem 126 may include
information about the UAV environment, such as weather,
terrain, threat environment and the like. The information
stored in the environment subsystem 126 may also include
information about the user environment such as weather,
terrain, threat environment and the like.

In step 206 the mission decision engine 127 decides
whether the alternate mission can be performed. The deci-
sion of whether to perform the alternate mission is based in
part on information provided by the artificial intelligence
module 128 which includes computer algorithms that
improve automatically through experience and through the
analysis and processing of previous mission parameters.

If the alternate mission can be performed, then in step 207
the control system may send an acknowledgment to the user
that the alternate mission will be performed.

In step 208 the control system causes the UAV to perform
the alternate mission.

In step 209 the control system may send the user an
estimated time of arrival for the UAV at the secondary
mission location.

In step 210 the control system may store information
about the alternate mission for use by the artificial intelli-
gence module 128 in deciding about future missions.

If the alternate mission cannot be performed, then in step
211 the control system may identify a second UAV (e.g.
UAV 2 in FIG. 1) that may be capable of performing the
alternate mission and send alternate mission parameters to
UAV 2.

FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment of a method 215 for
authenticating and authorizing a user.

In step 216 the UAV control system 51 receives a request
for access.

In step 217 the UAV control system 51 receives a user 1D.

In step 218 the UAV control system 51 authenticates the
user.

In step 219 the UAV control system 51 determines
whether the user is authenticated.

If the user is authenticated, then in step 220 the UAV
control system 51 determines whether the user has authori-
zation to change the mission parameters for the UAV.

If the user is not authenticated, then in step 221 the UAV
continues with its original mission.
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In step 222 the UAV control system 51 determines
whether the user is authorized to change the mission param-
eters.

If the user is authorized to change the mission parameters,
then in step 223 UAV control system 51 receives the new
mission parameters.

If the user is not authorized to change the mission
parameters, then in step 224 the UAV continues with this
original mission.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating a method 250 for
authorizing an alternate mission in an unmanned vehicle
such as a UAV.

In step 251 the UAV control system 51 determines the
UAV state.

In step 252 the UAV control system 51 determines the
UAV state requirements for an alternate mission.

In step 253 the UAV control system 51 determines
whether the UAV state permits implementation of the alter-
nate mission.

If the UAV state does not permit the implementation of
the alternate mission, then the alternate mission is aborted in
step 254.

If the UAV state permits the implementation of the
alternate mission then in step 255 UAV control system 51
determines the UAV environment.

In step 256 the UAV control system 51 determines the
UAV environment requirements for the alternate mission.

In step 257 UAV control system 51 determines whether
the UAV environment requirements for the alternate mission
permit implementation of the alternate mission.

If the UAV environment requirements for the alternate
mission do not permit the implementation of the alternate
mission then the alternate mission is aborted in step 258.

If the UAV environment requirements for the alternate
mission permit the implementation of the alternate mission
then in step 259 the UAV control system compares the
alternate mission parameters against a set of pre-established
policies.

In step 260 the UAV control system 51 determines
whether the pre-established policies permit the alternate
mission.

If the pre-established policies permit the alternate mission
then in step 261 the UAV control system 51 implements the
alternate mission.

If the pre-established policies do not permit the alternate
mission then in step 262 the UAV control system 51 con-
tinues with the current mission.

In an example of an embodiment of, a user receives a
package from a shipping company. While the UAV is in the
vicinity the user requests access to the UAV to have it come
to a given location and pick up a package. The request for
access may be accomplished either dynamically through an
Over The Top (OTT) application or directly communicating
with the operator of the ground control station 8. The
customer receives an authorization code from the access
management system 87 that would allow access within a
limited time in certain location. Once the UAV receives the
mission parameters from the user, the mission policy man-
agement system 89 determines whether to perform the
alternate mission taking into account mission parameters
such as available resources (for example remaining power,
package size limitations), priority setting (existing mission
versus or combined new mission), weather and other vari-
ables. The mission policy management system 89 either
sends acknowledgment to perform the alternate mission or
as an option sends the mission parameters to other available
UAVs in the vicinity that are equipped and willing to
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perform the task either with the same agreement as the
existing UAV (from same company for same fees) or send-
ing an acknowledgment with added fees (for 3rd party
company).

In an example of an embodiment, the system may be
deployed in a situation where a scout team is investigating
an area. The head of scout team sends a request to military
UAVs in the area to fly over a location ahead and send
information (sensory reading, picture, etc.) to the requester.
AUAV in the vicinity receives the information, grants access
to the requester to communicate the mission parameters to
the UAV. The UAV checks with its policy to determine the
ranking of the requestor vs existing request and makes
intelligent decision to either accept the mission fly over and
preform the alternate mission or send the mission request to
other UAVs it is in communication with to complete the task.
Parameters that may be analyzed include location, security
level and operator preferences, UAV status (power, type,
etc.), next mission on the list, and available resources. If the
UAV is unable to perform the alternate mission the UAV will
communicate with other UAVs in the area to enable deter-
mination of a UAV that can carry out the alternate mission.
If the UAV can carry out the alternate mission then the UAV
control system will grant access to the controls of the UAV
with limitations such as time, access level location and level
of access. In case that a secondary UAV will perform the
task, the first UAV will communicate the ETA and detail to
the requestor and log the information for future references.

Although not every conceivable combination of compo-
nents and methodologies for the purposes describing the
present invention have been set out above, the examples
provided will be sufficient to enable one of ordinary skill in
the art to recognize the many combinations and permuta-
tions possible in respect of the present invention. Accord-
ingly, this disclosure is intended to embrace all such altera-
tions, modifications and variations that fall within the spirit
and scope of the appended claims. For example, numerous
methodologies for authentication and authorization are
known in the art and any sort of authentication and autho-
rization method are encompassed within the concepts of
authentication and authorization.

In particular and in regard to the various functions per-
formed by the above described components, devices, cir-
cuits, systems and the like, the terms (including a reference
to a “means”) used to describe such components are
intended to correspond, unless otherwise indicated, to any
component which performs the specified function of the
described component (e.g., a functional equivalent), even
though not structurally equivalent to the disclosed structure,
which performs the function in the herein illustrated exem-
plary aspects of the embodiments. In this regard, it will also
be recognized that the embodiments includes a system as
well as a computer-readable medium having computer-
executable instructions for performing the acts and/or events
of the various methods.

In addition, while a particular feature may have been
disclosed with respect to only one of several implementa-
tions, such feature may be combined with one or more other
features of the other implementations as may be desired and
advantageous for any given or particular application. Fur-
thermore, to the extent that the terms “includes,” and
“including” and variants thereof are used in either the
detailed description or the claims, these terms are intended
to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term “comprising.”
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What is claimed:

1. A method comprising:

receiving at an unmanned aerial vehicle control system in

an unmanned aerial vehicle that is implementing a first
mission under control of a first user using a first user
device, a request from a second user using a second
user device for access to the unmanned aerial vehicle to
perform an alternate mission;

verifying in an authentication management module an

identity of the second user;

determining in an authorization management module, a

determination of whether the second user is permitted
to provide input to the unmanned aerial vehicle based
on the alternate mission, identity of the second user,
authentication of the second user and authorization of
the second user;

if the determination is made to grant access then receiving

alternate mission parameters for the alternate mission
from the second user device;

accessing an environment subsystem having an

unmanned aerial vehicle state module, an unmanned
aerial vehicle environment module and a user environ-
ment module;
accessing an artificial intelligence module that develops
relationships between mission parameters to perform
and improve assessments, diagnoses, simulations, fore-
casts, and predictions that form a mission profile;

determining in a mission decision engine in the unmanned
aerial vehicle control system a decision of whether to
implement the alternate mission based on a set of
predetermined policies, data from the artificial intelli-
gence module a state of the unmanned aerial vehicle,
information about where the unmanned aerial vehicle is
operating, and information about where the second user
is operating;

if the decision is to implement the alternate mission then

instructing the unmanned aerial vehicle control system
to implement the alternate mission under control of the
second user;

saving the alternate mission parameters; and

if the decision is not to implement the alternate mission,

then continuing with the first mission.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the set of predetermined
policies comprise one or more parameters selected from
among a group comprising: location of the unmanned aerial
vehicle, target location, user preferences, status of the
unmanned aerial vehicle, next mission on a list, and avail-
able resources.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein determining whether
the second user is permitted to provide input to the
unmanned aerial vehicle comprises determining whether the
second user has authorization based on at least one criteria
selected from among a role of the second user, a membership
of the second user in a group, a location of the second user,
a time, and a transaction type.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the state of the
unmanned aerial vehicle comprises information about
power, payload capacity, distance to the second user and
location.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the information about
where the unmanned aerial vehicle is operating comprises
information about weather, location, terrain, and threat level.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein saving the alternate
mission parameters comprises saving the alternate mission
parameters in a data store accessible by the artificial intel-
ligence module.
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7. A system comprising:

an unmanned vehicle;

an unmanned vehicle control system disposed in the

unmanned vehicle that controls the unmanned vehicle
and that while the unmanned vehicle is under control of
a first user, is configured to receive a request from a
second user for access to the unmanned vehicle to
perform an alternate mission;

an access management system disposed in the unmanned

vehicle that controls access by the second user to the
unmanned vehicle control system; and

a mission policy management system coupled to the

unmanned vehicle control system comprising:
a mission information subsystem having:

a checklist module that stores and processes check-
lists to ensure that the unmanned vehicle is per-
forming correctly;

a policies module having a set of policies related to
a level of control to be provided to a user;

an environment information subsystem having:

a vehicle state module;

a vehicle environment module; and

a user environment module;

an artificial intelligence module including an inference

engine, a memory for storing heuristic rules and net-
work information; and

a mission decision engine coupled to the mission infor-

mation subsystem, the environment information sub-
system, and the artificial intelligence module config-
ured to determine whether to implement the alternate
mission based on a set of predetermined policies, data
from the artificial intelligence module, state of the
unmanned vehicle, information about where the
unmanned vehicle is operating, and information about
where the second user is operating.

8. The system of claim 7 wherein the mission information
subsystem comprises a mission profile module that stores
and processes mission profile information.

9. The system of claim 8 wherein the mission decision
engine is configured to receive mission parameters from the
mission information subsystem.

10. The system of claim 7 wherein the vehicle state
module stores information about power, payload capacity,
distance to user and location.

11. The system of claim 7 wherein the vehicle environ-
ment module stores information about an environment in
which the unmanned vehicle is operating.

12. A method of controlling an unmanned vehicle con-
trolled by a first user comprising:

determining at a control system in the unmanned vehicle

whether a second user has authorization to control the
unmanned vehicle;
if the second user has authorization, then receiving alter-
nate mission parameters from the second user;

determining in a mission decision engine whether to
perform an alternate mission based on input from an
artificial intelligence module coupled to the mission
decision engine, the alternate mission parameters, a set
of policies, information about a state of the unmanned
vehicle, information about where the unmanned aerial
vehicle is operating, and information about where the
second user is operating;

if it is determined that the alternate mission should be

performed, then: performing the alternate mission; and
storing the alternate mission parameters; and

if it is determined that the alternate mission should not be

performed then determining in the mission decision
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engine whether there is a second unmanned vehicle that
may be capable of performing the alternate mission.

13. The method of controlling an unmanned vehicle of
claim 12 wherein the set of policies comprise a set of
hierarchical security policies.

14. The method of controlling an unmanned vehicle of
claim 12 wherein the information about the state of the
unmanned vehicle comprises information about available
power, payload capacity, and distance to user.

15. The method of controlling an unmanned vehicle of
claim 12 further comprising storing information from the
step of determining whether to perform the alternate mis-
sion.

16. The method of controlling an unmanned vehicle of
claim 15 wherein determining whether to perform the alter-
nate mission comprises accessing a store of information
about prior decisions to perform other missions and deter-
mining whether to perform the alternate mission based on
stored information about prior decisions to perform other
missions.

17. The method of controlling an unmanned vehicle of
claim 16 wherein determining whether to perform the alter-
nate mission based on stored information about prior deci-
sions to perform other missions is performed by the artificial
intelligence module.
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