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FIG. 2A
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1
JETTISONABLE ARMOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is the U.S. National Phase of PCT/US2007/081099,
filed Oct. 11, 2007, the entire contents of which is incorpo-
rated herein in its entirety by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to armor for various vehicles, includ-
ing aircraft such as helicopters, fancraft, tiltrotor or airplane,
and also for land or marine vehicles.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Military aircraft flying on dangerous military assignments
may be protected from ground fire or from the ballistic pro-
jectiles. In some instance, armor placed on the walls of the
aircraft may be used to protect the aircraft against such
ground fire or ballistic projectiles. Other vehicles may also
benefit from armor.

SUMMARY

One aspect of the invention relates to an aircraft. The air-
craft comprises a body, an armor, one or more actuators and a
control. The armor is releasably attached in covering relation
over at least a portion of the aircraft and the actuators are
operatively associated with the armor. The control is opera-
tively connected with the actuators, and operation of the
control actuates the actuators to release the armor from the
body.

Another aspect of the invention relates to an armor system
for a vehicle. The armor system comprises an armor, one or
more actuators and a control. The armor is releasably attached
in covering relation over at least a portion of the vehicle. The
actuators are operatively associated with the armor and the
control is operatively connected with the actuators for actu-
ating the actuators. The operation of the control actuates the
actuators to release the armor from the vehicle.

These and other objects, features, and characteristics of the
present invention, as well as the methods of operation and
functions of the related elements of structure and the combi-
nation of parts and economies of manufacture, will become
more apparent upon consideration of the following descrip-
tion and the appended claims with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings, all of which form a part of this specification,
wherein like reference numerals designate corresponding
parts in the various figures. It is to be expressly understood,
however, that the drawings are for the purpose of illustration
and description only and are not intended as a definition of the
limits of the invention. As used in the specification and in the
claims, the singular form of “a”, “an”, and “the” include
plural referents unless the context clearly dictates otherwise.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of an aircraft with jettisonable
armor, in accordance with an aspect of the present invention.

FIG. 2A is an exploded perspective view of jettisonable
armor with the actuators and the actuator retainers, in accor-
dance with an aspect of the present invention.

FIG. 2B is an exploded perspective view of the actuator in
extended position and in retracted position, in accordance
with an aspect of the present invention.
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FIG. 2C is an side view of jettisonable armor with the
actuators and the actuator retainers, in accordance with an
aspect of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of interaction between the
input, the control, the actuators and the armor, in accordance
with one or more embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is an exemplary illustration of an aircraft 10 with
jettisonable armor, according to one embodiment of the
invention. Aircraft 10 includes a body 12, an engine (not
shown) contained in the body 12 and an armor 16. In one
embodiment of the invention, body 12 includes a cabin 28 and
a cockpit 30. In the illustrated, non-limiting embodiment,
aircraft 10 comprises main rotor 80, drive shaft 82, tail rotor
84 and a pair of landing skids 86. The aircraft 10 further
comprises one or more windows 44 located in the aircraft
body 12 and the armor 16 comprises one or more openings 46.

As shown in FIGS. 2A-2C, aircraft 10 includes one or more
actuators 18, one or more actuator retainers 20 and a control
22. The body 12 further comprises an airframe 24 and an
exterior skin 26. The armor 16 also includes a front face 32
and a rear face 34. The armor 16 is releasably attached in
covering relation over at least a portion of the skin 26 of the
aircraft 10 by means of one or more actuators 18. In one
embodiment, the actuators 18 each comprise an assembly that
includes one or more actuator retainers 20 that are attached to
the airframe 24 of the aircraft body 12, and an engagement
member 38. The actuator retainers 20 are configured to
receive the engagement member 38. The actuators 18 each
further comprise a drive mechanism 36 for driving the
engagement member 38. The rear face 34 of the armor 16 has
one or more apertures 40, each of which accommodates an
associated one of the engagement members 38. The aircraft
skin 26 is provided with one or more holes 42 that will allow
the engagement member 38 of the actuator 18 to pass through
the skin 26 and engage within the associated aperture 40 of
the armor 16. The engagement member 38 of the actuator 18
can be moved between an extended position and a retracted
position. The drive mechanism 36 ofthe actuator 18 drives the
engagement member 38 from the extended position to the
retracted position. When the engagement member 38 is in
extended position, the engagement member 38 engages with
the apertures 40 located on the rear face 34 of the armor 16,
thereby retaining the armor 16 in covering relation with the
aircraft skin 26. When the engagement member 38 is in
retracted position, the engagement member 38 is retracted
into the actuator retainers 20 and withdrawn from the aper-
tures 40, thus releasing the armor 16 from the aircraft skin 26.

In one embodiment, the engagement members 38 are
shaped so that, when the actuators 18 are retracted, the actua-
tors 18 are in flush with the outer surface of the actuator
retainers 20. The engagement member 38 of the actuator 18
can be of any shape or configuration as long as it retains the
armor 16 in the configuration and condition and releases the
armor 16 from the skin 26 of the aircraft 10 in another con-
figuration and condition. In the embodiment shown, the
engagement member 38 is in the form of a rod, as shown. As
further shown, the rods extend at different angles from one
another to provide a securing interlocking configuration with
the armor 16 when extended. For example, in FIG. 2C, it can
be seen that the upper actuator rod 60 extends generally
downwardly, while the middle rod 66 and the lower rod 68
extend upwardly. These differing angles provide locking
interconnection with the armor 16. It should be appreciated,
however, that this embodiment is but one example of different
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types of actuators and engagement shapes, configurations
and/or constructions that can be provided. The engagement
members 38 can be hooks, locks, dead bolts, or any type of
retainer structure. The drive mechanism 36 (see FIG. 2B) of
the actuator 18 is accommodated in the actuator retainers 20.
The drive mechanism 36 of the actuator 18 may be a hydraulic
device, a pneumatic device, a gravity driven device, a mag-
netic device, an electro-hydraulic device, a pyrotechnic
device, a vacuum driven device, an electromagnetic solenoid,
an electric motor or any other mechanical or electromechani-
cal device that can be remotely actuated to release the armor
16. It should be appreciated that these are non-limiting
examples. In another embodiment, it is contemplated that the
actuator 18 and its associated components may be mounted
on the armor 18 itself and may be released with the armor
when the armor is released. For example, the apertures 40
may be provided in the aircraft skin 26 in such an embodi-
ment.

In one embodiment, one or more openings 46 of the armor
16 are aligned with one or more windows 44 of the aircraft
body 12. These openings 46 allow light through the windows
44 and provide an unobstructed view to a pilot of the aircraft
10. In one embodiment, the armor 16 comprises multiple
plates, or spaced armor or any type of ballistic protection.
These multiple plates are attached to the skin 26 of the aircraft
10 at strategic locations by using the actuators 18 and will
provide protection to the aircraft 10. The specific mounting
locations, orientation and geometry of the armor are tailored
to each unique aircraft configuration and operating envelope.
The specific armor release mechanism discussed above is also
tailored to the specific aircraft and the location on the aircraft.
In another embodiment, a single large piece of armor may be
provided.

As shown schematically in FIG. 3, the control 22 is opera-
tively connected with each actuator 18. To release the jetti-
sonable armor, the pilot (or co-pilot) activates the control 22
located on an instrument panel in the cockpit of the aircraft
10, by actuating an input 70, such as a button (or series of
buttons), pulling a lever, flipping a switch or any other mecha-
nism as would be apparent to one skilled in the art. The
actuator 18 receives input signals from the control 22 to
initiate the jettison sequence of the armor 16. The input 70
(e.g., lever, button or switch) is easily accessible to a pilot and
gives the pilot the ability to start the armor jettison sequence
from inside the cockpit 24. The control 22 can be a processor,
a switch, or any mechanism that actuates the actuator as
would be apparent to one skilled in the art. The control 22 may
be designed to be independent from the other control systems
of the aircraft 10, so that in case of a partial power failure, a
complete power failure, an emergency or to arrest an exces-
sive sink rate, the control 22 can be operated. In another
embodiment, the control 22 may be integrated into main
aircraft computer. The jettisoning of the armor can be invoked
either manually (e.g., wherein the input 70 is a manual
switch), semi-automatically (e.g., a combination of a manual
input in combination with some automatic input from the
aircraft control system upon detection of a predetermined
parameter or event (e.g., excessive sink rate, just for
example)), or fully automatically (e.g., wherein the input 70 is
provided entirely by the aircraft control system upon detec-
tion of a predetermined parameter or event). The armor 16
may be made of any material, which has the ability to absorb
energy of ballistic projectiles, may be a metal, a synthetic, a
structure comprising reinforcing fibers and ceramic, or any
other material as would be apparent to one skilled in the art.

As noted above, the armor 16 may be modular in nature
comprising one or more plates. The armor 16 is releasably
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attached to the skin 26 of the aircraft 10 by using one or more
actuators 18. The actuator retainers 20 located on the airframe
24 of the aircraft 10 are configured to accommodate the
actuators 18. The actuators 18 extend to engage with one or
more apertures 40 located on the rear face 34 of'the armor 16,
thus retaining the armor 16 on the skin 26 of the aircraft 10.
The aircraft skin 26 has one or more holes 42 that will allow
the actuators 18 to pass through the aircraft skin 26 and
engage with the armor 16. If necessary, the operator of the
aircraft 10 activates the control 22. The control 22 sends input
signals to the actuator 18 to retract so that the armor 16 is
released from the skin 26 of the aircraft 10 due to gravity. The
control 22 may be located in the cockpit 30 of the aircraft 10
and is easily accessible to the pilot of the aircraft 10. The
armor 16 may be provided with one or more openings 46 that
are aligned with the aircraft windows 44 so as to provide light
through the windows 44 and unobstructed view to the pilot of
the aircraft 10.

Although the invention has been described above in rela-
tion to a helicopter, it should be appreciated that the invention
can also be used for other vehicles such as land vehicles (e.g.,
jeeps, tanks, etc) or marine vehicles (e.g., ships, boats, etc).

Although the invention has been described in detail for the
purpose of illustration based on what is currently considered
to be the most practical and preferred embodiments, it is to be
understood that such detail is solely for that purpose and that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but,
on the contrary, is intended to cover modifications and
equivalent arrangements that are within the spirit and scope of
the appended claims. For example, it should be understood
that the present invention contemplates that, to the extent
possible, one or more features of any embodiment can be
combined with one or more features of any other embodi-
ment.

What is claimed is:

1. An aircraft comprising:

a body;

an armor releasably attached in covering relation over at

least a portion of the body, the armor being exposed to an
external environment and arranged to protect the portion
of the body which it is in covering relation with while
being attached;

one or more actuators operatively associated with the

armor, the armor being releasably attached to the body of
the aircraft using the one or more actuators; and

a control operatively connected with the one or more actua-

tors for actuating the one or more actuators, wherein
operation of the control actuates the one or more actua-
tors to release the armor from the body.

2. The aircraft in claim 1, wherein the body has an airframe,
an exterior skin, a cabin and a cockpit located within the
airframe.

3. The aircraft of claim 2, wherein one or more actuator
retainers are attached to the airframe and are configured to
accommodate the one or more actuators.

4. The aircraft of claim 3, wherein the one or more actua-
tors are configured to extend from the one or more actuator
retainers to retain the armor and to retract into the one or more
actuator retainers to release the armor.

5. The aircraft of claim 3, wherein the operation of the
control sends a signal to the one or more actuator retainers to
actuate the one or more actuators to release the armor from the
skin of the aircraft.

6. The aircraft in claim 2, wherein the cabin and the cockpit
have one or more windows located in the aircraft body
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enclosed by the skin and the armor is provided with one or
more openings that are designed to align with the one or more
windows of the aircraft.
7. The aircraft of claim 2, wherein the armor is releasably
attached to the skin of the aircraft using the one or more
actuators.
8. The aircraft of claim 2, wherein one or more holes are
located in the aircraft skin that will allow the one or more
actuators to pass through the skin and engage with the armor.
9. The aircraft of claim 2, wherein one or more apertures
are located on the rear face of the armor to accommodate the
one or more actuators in an extended position so as to retain
the armor with the skin.
10. The aircraft of claim 2, wherein the control is activated
by actuating an input that is located in the cockpit of the
aircraft and is configured to be accessible to one or more
pilots of the aircraft.
11. The aircraft of claim 10, wherein the input is selected
from the group consisting of a switch, a lever and a button.
12. The aircraft of claim 1, wherein the armor is designed
aerodynamically to reduce the drag.
13. The aircraft of claim 1, wherein the armor is made of a
material selected from the group consisting of a metal, a
synthetic, and a structure comprising reinforcing fibers and a
ceramic.
14. The aircraft of claim 1, wherein the one or more actua-
tors are selected from the group consisting of a fluid driven
device, a gravity driven device, a pyrotechnic device, an elec-
tromagnetic solenoid and an electric motor.
15. the aircraft of claim 1, wherein the armor is separated
from the body due to gravity.
16. The aircraft of claim 1, wherein the operation of the
control actuates the one or more actuators to release the armor
from the body such that the armor is no longer retained on the
body.
17. An armor system for a vehicle, the armor system com-
prising:
an armor releasably attached in covering relation over at
least a portion of the vehicle; the armor being exposed to
an external environment and arranged to protect the
portion of the vehicle which it is in covering relation
with while being attached;
one or more actuators operatively associated with the
armor, the armor being releasably attached to a body of
the vehicle using the one or more actuators; and

acontrol operatively connected with the one or more actua-
tors for actuating the one or more actuators,

wherein operation of the control actuates the one or more

actuators to release the armor from the vehicle.

18. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the one or more
actuators are configured to extend to retain the armor and are
configured to retract to release the armor.

19. The armor system of claim 17, wherein one or more
apertures are located on the armor to accommodate the one or
more actuators in an extended position so as to retain the
armor with the vehicle.
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20. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the armor is
provided with one or more openings that are designed to align
with one or more windows of the vehicle.

21. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the control is
activated by actuating an input located in the vehicle.

22. The armor system of claim 21, wherein the input is
selected from the group consisting of a switch, a lever and a
button.

23. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the control
sends a signal to actuate the one or more actuators to release
the armor from the vehicle.

24. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the one or more
actuators are selected from the group consisting of a fluid
driven device, a gravity driven device, a pyrotechnic device,
an electromagnetic solenoid and an electric motor.

25. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the armor is
made of a material selected from the group consisting of a
metal, a synthetic, and a structure comprising reinforcing
fibers and a ceramic.

26. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the vehicle is an
aircraft.

27. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the armor is
separated from the vehicle due to gravity.

28. The armor system of claim 17, wherein the operation of
the control actuates the one or more actuators to release the
armor from the vehicles such that the armor is no longer
retained on the vehicle.

29. An armor system for a vehicle, the armor system com-
prising:

an armor releasably attached in covering relation over at

least a portion of the vehicle, the armor being exposed to
an external environment and arranged to protect the
portion of the vehicle which it is in covering relation
with while being attached;

one or more actuators operatively associated with the

armor; and

a control operatively connected with the one or more actua-

tors for actuating the one or more actuators,

wherein operation of the control actuates the one or more

actuators to release the armor from the vehicle, and
wherein the vehicle is a land vehicle.

30. An armor system for a vehicle, the armor system com-
prising:

an armor releasably attached in covering relation over at

least a portion of the vehicle, the armor being exposed to
an external environment and arranged to protect the
portion of the vehicle which it is in covering relation
with while being attached;

one or more actuators operatively associated with the

armor; and

a control operatively connected with the one or more actua-

tors for actuating the one or more actuators,

wherein operation of the control actuates the one or more

actuators to release the armor from the vehicle, and
wherein the vehicle is a marine vehicle.
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