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edge of the fairing (12) and it extends aft approximately
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the aircraft. A door (22)
closes off the opening between the passenger cabin (10) and
the tunnel (20). The rear part (26) of the tunnel (20) is
articulated and/or detachable. In order to evacuate the pas-
sengers in an emergency, the front, fixed part of the tunnel
(24) can be fitted with an inflatable escape slide or an
articulated floor.
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BOARDING DEVICE FOR AIRCRAFT AND
FLYING WINGS EQUIPPED WITH SUCH A
DEVICE

TECHNICAL ASPECTS

The invention concerns a boarding device, designed to
enable passengers to embark and disembark from an aircraft
in the shortest possible time.

Such a device is principally intended for very large
capacity aircraft, in which the embarking and disembarking
times are particularly long.

The invention also covers a flying wing equipped with
such a boarding device.

STATE OF THE TECHNOLOGY

In aircraft dedicated to the commercial transportation of
passengers, access for boarding is achieved via side doors
which open directly into the aircraft fuselage.

On existing aircraft, there are different types of doors.
More precisely, they are classified according to their dimen-
sions and the number of passengers which they are able to
evacuate simultaneously during an emergency. Thus on
large capacity aircraft, the dimensions of the doors and the
characteristics of their associated escape slides are able to
evacuate passengers two at a time.

If one considers existing aircraft doors merely from the
point of view of embarking and disembarking of passengers,
their dimensions are inadequate. Every day, passengers are
complaining that these operations are always long and
fastidious at stop-overs. Moreover these problems are
becoming worse as the number of passengers carried
increases.

The number of passengers carried in the aircraft currently
being designed by the manufacturers, is significantly greater
than in existing aircraft. Thus “flying wing” type aircraft will
be capable of carrying around 900 passengers, i.e. nearly
double the numbers carried in present-day large capacity
airliners.

The use of conventional access doors for embarking and
disembarking such a quantity of passengers would lead to
transfer times which would be difficult to accept.

The problem is even more serious if one considers the
emergency evacuation of passengers. On airliners intended
for carrying passengers, the latter must be able to be
evacuated, on the ground, in critical situations, such as for
example a wheels-up landing. The evacuation of passengers
must then be achieved as quickly as possible, whilst at the
same time avoiding injuries such as burns, sprains, etc.

On existing aircraft, evacuation of passengers on the
ground, takes place laterally, from each side of the aircraft,
via the doors used for embarking and disembarking
passengers, and via emergency exits opening onto the wings.

Emergency evacuation slides are associated with these
various emergency exits, in order to permit rapid evacuation
of the passengers following a crash. These slides usually
consist of inflatable structures, which are stored folded in a
special location inside the aircraft.

This conventional solution is illustrated in particular in
document U.S. Pat. No. 4,512,539, which describes a device
for automatically deploying an inflatable slide from a lateral
access door, when the door is opened in an emergency
situation.

The certification authorities’ regulations stipulate that
total evacuation of an aircraft must be achieved within 90
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seconds. This time interval begins when the evacuation
signal (illuminated signs, audio signal etc.) is given and ends
when the entire crew and passengers reach the ground. This
therefore includes opening of the doors, inflation of the
escape slides, evacuation of the passengers, checking by the
crew that all passengers have in fact left the aircraft, and
evacuation of the crew. These various stages are made all the
more difficult to implement within the allocated time, since
one must take into account the inevitable hesitation of the
passengers before using the escape slides, as well as the
generally angular route adopted by passengers to reach the
emergency exits.

On existing aircraft, the use of large size doors and
suitable slides enables the evacuation of average sized
passengers two abreast. This enables the aircraft to be totally
evacuated within the 90-second time allotted by the certifi-
cation authorities.

However, the use of these type of doors on aircraft
capable of carrying up to double the number of passengers
than on existing aircraft, would not enable all the passengers
to be evacuated within the allotted time without drastically
increasing the number of exits.

Additionally, in the particular case of an aircraft with no
fuselage, such as a flying wing, the solutions habitually used
are not directly applicable. Thus for example, one cannot
transpose to such an aircraft, the emergency exits located
above the wing of a conventional aircraft, since there is no
fuselage-wing joint on an aircraft which has no fuselage.

On the “flying wing” type of aircraft currently being
studied, it is intended to locate a large number of access
doors at the extreme front of the aircraft, for embarkation,
disembarkation and emergency evacuation of the passen-
gers. However, this solution is not altogether satisfactory. In
the event of a landing in an unsafe area (forest, etc.), the
resulting structural damage would be likely to render the
emergency exits unusable.

Another solution consists in using a closed rescue capsule
to bring the passengers of an aircraft in distress, safely back
to earth or the sea.

A solution of this type is described in document FR-A-1
603 439. In this case, the capsule includes the cockpit, the
passenger compartment and the luggage bay. When the
situation demands, the capsule detaches itself automatically,
in order to separate from the engines, the wings and the fin.
Parachutes open during the ejection, in order to slow down
the capsule.

However, these rescue capsules are particularly heavy,
which makes this solution difficult to apply to passenger
airliners. This type of capsule, has incidentally not been
applied to any existing aircraft.

Document U.S. Pat. No. 4,699,336 also considers the use
of a jettisonable survival capsule. When the situation
demands, the capsule is ejected from the rear of the aircraft,
after the tail of the aircraft has been ejected first. In this case,
the capsule contains only the passenger cabin. As in the
previous document, parachutes are used to slow the descent
of the capsule so that it does not crash to the ground. For the
same reason as for the capsule described in document
FR-A-1 603 439, this solution is not applicable in practice
to a passenger-carrying airliner.

PRESENTATION OF THE INVENTION

The invention precisely concerns a device to provide
access for embarking, disembarking and emergency evacu-
ation of passengers under the conditions required by the
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applicable regulations, including for very large capacity
aircraft, in particular of the “flying wing” type.

In accordance with the invention, this result is achieved
using an embarkation access device, for an aircraft which
includes a passenger compartment which is delimited by an
aerodynamic aircraft shell, the device including at least one
tunnel joined to the outside of the said aerodynamic shell,
attached to a trailing edge of the latter, and extending aft in
a direction approximately parallel to the aircraft longitudinal
axis, and with a door normally sealing off the opening
between the passenger compartment and the tunnel.

Using one or preferably, several tunnels of this type,
extending the aircraft acrodynamic shell horizontally aft, it
is possible to embark and disembark a large number of
passengers simultaneously. In emergency situations, these
same tunnels permit passengers to be evacuated to the
ground in perfect safety, very rapidly.

The invention is particularly suited to aircraft of the
“flying wing” type. In this configuration, it is possible to
locate several tunnels side by side, in order to significantly
reduce the time required for embarking and disembarking
and in the event of emergencies, allowing for very fast
evacuation of the passengers.

Thus in this case, several tunnels may advantageously by
located between adjacent elevons, articulated from the trail-
ing edge of the aerodynamic fairing of the flying wing.

In order to further enhance the flows during embarkation,
disembarkation and emergency evacuation of passengers, it
is advantageous to position each tunnel approximately
in-line with the extended aisle formed between the seat rows
in the aircraft passenger compartment.

In practice, each tunnel should ideally consist of at least
one detachable part, which can be jettisoned in the event of
an accident.

The rear detachable part would then preferably be articu-
lated from the aerodynamic shell, in order to be able to hinge
to one side, in the manner of a door, to permit the passengers
to embark or disembark.

One particularly favourable configuration from the point
of view of aerodynamic flow, is for the rear part of each
tunnel to be approximately cone-shaped.

In an initial implementation mode for the invention, an
inflatable evacuation slide is housed in each tunnel, inside
the fixed part, on which the detachable rear part is mounted.

In an alternative implementation mode for the invention,
a fixed section of each tunnel, to which the rear detachable
part is attached, includes a floor which is articulated close to
the threshold of the door. This floor is therefore able to hinge
downwards thus forming an emergency evacuation slide for
the passengers.

In this case, the articulated floor, should preferably be
fitted with steps, which may for example be retractable, for
embarking and disembarking passengers.

The invention also covers a flying wing fitted with an
embarkation access device as defined above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

A description follows of a non-exclusive set of examples
of the different implementation modes of the invention,
referring to the drawings provided in the appendix, in which:

FIG. 1 is a top view, which shows in schematic form, a
flying wing equipped with boarding tunnels as described by
the invention;

FIG. 2 is a part cut-away viewed from above, showing in
larger scale, one of the flying wing tunnels illustrated in FIG.
1
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FIG. 3 is a view in perspective showing the first imple-
mentation mode of the invention, in which each tunnel is
equipped with an inflatable escape slide;

FIG. 4 is a view in perspective, similar to FIG. 3, showing
a second implementation mode of the invention, in which
emergency evacuation of the passengers is achieved via the
articulated floor of each tunnel; and

FIG. 5 is a view in perspective showing in much larger
scale, one of the tunnels equipped with an articulated floor,
in accordance with the second implementation mode of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE TWO
PREFERRED IMPLEMENTATION MODES OF
THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows very schematically, a large capacity flying
wing, intended for carrying commercial passengers.

All the centre part of the flying wing forms a passenger
compartment (10). Depending on the configuration, the
passenger compartment (10) may hold up to 900 passengers.
The compartment is pressurised and is delimited essentially
by the aerodynamic fairing (12) which forms the external
shell of the aircraft. The two side parts of the flying wing for
bays (14) which in particular contain the fuel tanks.

In order to control the flying wing, elevons (16) are
hinged from the trailing edge of the aerodynamic fairing
(12), about an axis which is horizontal and transverse in
relation to the aircraft.

According to a known layout, doors (18) are located in the
leading edge of the acrodynamic fairing (12). These doors
(18) are principally intended for embarking and disembark-
ing passengers. They may also be used for emergency
evacuation of passengers, providing they are not obstructed
by external obstacles such as trees.

According to the invention, the flying wing shown in FIG.
1 is equipped with additional access devices, located at the
rear of the passenger compartment (10).

These access devices include tunnels (20) which are
mounted on the outside of the aerodynamic fairing (12), as
well as doors (22) located between the passenger compart-
ment (10) and each of the tunnels (20). In the implementa-
tion mode illustrated as an example in FIG. 1, four tunnels
are attached to the trailing edge of the aerodynamic fairing
(12). However, it is easy to understand that the number of
tunnels may be varied without affecting the scope of the
invention. As a general rule, the number of tunnels (20)
should be adapted to the number of passengers to embark on
the aircraft.

The tunnels (20) are straight and extend aft in a direction
approximately parallel to the longitudinal axis of the flying
wing, i.e. along an approximately horizontal axis.

More precisely, and as shown in FIG. 2, each tunnel (20)
consists of a fixed front section (24) and a detachable rear
section (26).

The fixed front section (24) should preferably be charac-
terised by an approximately uniform section, free from
discontinuities, to permit the largest possible passenger flow.
The generally rectangular internal cross-section, should in
particular be sized in order to allow at least three or four
passengers to walk through side by side. This layout is
facilitated, in the case of a flying wing, by the fact that the
aerodynamic fairing (12) is very wide. The front end of the
fixed front section (24) is attached to the trailing edge of the
aerodynamic fairing (12), forming the rear bulkhead of the
passenger compartment (10). This is achieved using con-
ventional mounting methods such as bolts, rivets, welding,
bonding, etc.
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The door (22) which may be single or double, as shown
for example in FIG. 2, covers practically the entire internal
cross-section of the tunnel (24), in order to avoid reducing
the width of the passage available for passengers. The door
(22) is located inline with or in the vicinity of the passenger
compartment (10) rear bulkhead. When it is closed, it totally
isolates the pressurised passenger cabin, from the non-
pressurised inside of the tunnel. The door (22) is designed in
accordance with conventional aircraft door standards, in
particular regarding pressure differentials. As shown in FIG.
2, the door (22) preferably opens outwards into the tunnel
(20), in order to facilitate emergency evacuation of passen-
gers.

The rear detachable part (26) is preferably to be cone-
shaped, in order not to disturb the acrodynamic air flow. This
rear part (26) is secured at the rear end of the fixed section
(24), such that it normally closes the tunnel (20) when the
flying wing is airborne.

More precisely, the rear part (26) is articulated at its rear
end to the fixed section (24) via a hinge (not shown), like a
door, in order to be able to open sideways, as shown
schematically in FIG. 1. Alternatively, the rear part (26) may
also open downwards, upwards or like a clamshell (by
splitting into two parts). Power assisted opening devices
such as pistons, gears, etc. may be used. This configuration
permits use of the tunnels (20) for embarking and disem-
barking the passengers.

Additionally, the rear section (26) of each of the tunnels
(20) is mounted at the rear end of the fixed section (24) by
fasteners (not shown) which enable this rear part to be
jettisoned in the event of emergency evacuation of the
passengers. Jettisoning of the rear detachable parts may be
triggered either from inside the aircraft by the flight or cabin
crew, or from outside the aircraft by the rescue teams, or
even automatically under the effect of a severe impact.

When the rear part (26) of each of the tunnels (20) opens
like a door for embarking or disembarking passengers, the
rear end of the fixed section (24) is connected to an airport
access gangway (not shown) or to a ground transfer vehicle
(not shown). In any case, the width of the gangway or of the
vehicle should preferably be matched to that of the tunnel,
in order to reap the greatest benefit from the possibility of at
least three or four passengers abreast using the tunnel.

When the rear section (26) of each of the tunnels (20) is
detached from the fixed section (24), for emergency evacu-
ation of the passengers, two different implementation modes
may be used.

In the first implementation mode, shown in FIG. 3, an
inflatable slide (28) is incorporated into the fixed section
(24), at the aft end of the latter and at the threshold of the
opening formed after jettisoning the rear section (26). As
soon as this section (26) has been jettisoned, the slide (28)
inflates and forms a ramp which passengers may use to
safely descend to ground level. The width of the slide is
identical to the width of the tunnel (20), i.e. it permits
simultaneous evacuation of at least three or four passengers.
The installation of the escape slide (28) into the tunnel (20)
may be achieved in the same way as on existing aircraft.

In the second implementation mode of the invention,
illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, the escape slide is deleted and
replaced by an articulated floor (30) forming the bottom of
the fixed section (24) of each of the tunnels (20).

More precisely, the floor (30) of the fixed section (24) is
articulated in the vicinity of the door threshold (22), around
a transverse and approximately horizontal axis.

When the aircraft is airborne, the locking devices (not
shown) secure the floor (30) to the fixed section (24). Under
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conditions requiring emergency evacuation of the
passengers, these securing devices are released and the floor
(30) hinges downwards such that its rear end touches the
ground. As before, at least three or four passengers abreast
may be evacuated. The release of the securing devices may
be triggered in a similar way to the release of the rear section
(26). In order to facilitate evacuation of the passengers, and
to avoid them from falling off the sides, the floor may
incorporate sides, a handrail or a guard-rail.

In this second implementation mode of the invention,
passengers may embark or disembark in the same way as
before, i.e. by the rear end of the fixed section (24), once the
rear section (26) has pivoted to the side about its hinge.

As an alternative, embarking and disembarking of pas-
sengers may also be achieved using the articulated floor
(30). In such case, the latter can then be fitted with retract-
able steps, enabling the passengers to climb or descend at
least three or four abreast.

As shown in particular in FIG. 2, each of the tunnels (20)
is preferably located in-line with one of the aisles (32) which
are provided between the rows of seats (34) in the passenger
compartment (10), parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
flying wing. This layout contributes to enhancing the flow of
passengers, both under normal embarking and disembarking
conditions and during emergency evacuation.

As shown in the various figures, the tunnels (20) are
located at the trailing edge of the aerodynamic fairing (12)
of the flying wing, such that each one separates two adjacent
elevons (16).

The tunnels (20) thus contribute to guiding the aerody-
namic flow to the trailing edge of the elevons. In order to
avoid disturbing the aerodynamic flow in this area, the
external width of the tunnels is kept approximately constant
up to the elevon trailing edges. For the same reason, the
external shape of the tunnels is faired in to maintain the
continuity of the aircraft shape, in order to avoid any
aerodynamic discontinuity which might disturb the airflow.

Moreover, the structural items employed to form the
various parts of the tunnel are shaped by implementing the
well-known techniques of the trade, in order to be able to
withstand the various mechanical stresses to which they are
subjected. To achieve this, it is appropriate, for example, to
use sandwich materials, with a honeycomb core, to manu-
facture the articulated or fixed floor of the tunnel.

Of course, the invention is not restricted to the manufac-
turing modes which have been described above as an
example. Thus it should be understood that although the
invention is particularly suited to the case of the flying wing,
it may also be applied to other more conventional aircraft, in
particular for ultra large capacity aircraft.

Moreover, the tunnel or tunnels may possibly be fitted
with at least one side access door for embarking and
disembarking passengers, if this is justified by the installa-
tions at certain airports.

Additionally, the shape of the tunnel and that of its rear
section may differ significantly from those described.

The same applies to the number of tunnels and the number
of passengers likely to embark or disembark abreast.

Finally, it is important to note that although the invention
is particularly suited to passenger airliners, it may also be
applied to freight transport aircraft. In such case, loading and
unloading of freight benefit from the same advantages as do
the passengers in the implementation modes described.

We claim:

1. Boarding access device, for an aircraft including a
passenger compartment delimited by the aerodynamic shell
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of the aircraft, the device being characterised by the fact that
it consists of at least one tunnel mounted on the outside of
the said aerodynamic shell, attached to the trailing edge of
the latter and orientated rearwards and in a direction
approximately parallel to the aircraft longitudinal axis, and
a door normally closing off the opening between the pas-
senger compartment and the tunnel.

2. Device in accordance with claim 1, in which the aircraft
is a flying wing.

3. Device in accordance with claim 2, in which several
tunnels are located between adjacent elevons articulated
from the trailing edge of the aerodynamic shell of the flying
wing.

4. Device in accordance with claim 1, in which each
tunnel is located approximately in-line with the aisle formed
between the seat rows in the aircraft passenger compartment.

5. Device in accordance with claim 1, in which each
tunnel incorporates at least one rear detachable section,
which can be jettisoned in emergency conditions.

6. Device in accordance with claim 5, in which the rear
detachable section is articulated from a fixed front section of
the tunnel, in order to be able to pivot to one side, like a door,
to enable passengers to embark and disembark.

7. Device in accordance with claim 5, in which the rear
detachable part of each tunnel is shaped approximately like
a cone.
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8. Device in accordance with claim 5, in which an
inflatable escape slide is fitted in each tunnel, at the rear of
the front fixed section on which the rear detachable section
is mounted.

9. Device in accordance with claim 5, in which a fixed
front section of each tunnel, to which the rear detachable
section is mounted, incorporates a floor articulated close to
the threshold of the door, the said floor being able to hinge
downwards to form an escape slide for the emergency
evacuation of passengers.

10. Device in accordance with claim 9, in which the
articulated floor is fitted with steps, for embarking and
disembarking passengers.

11. Flying wing including a passenger compartment
delimited by an aerodynamic shell and a boarding access
device consisting of at least one tunnel attached to the
outside of the said aerodynamic shell, attached to the trailing
edge of the latter and orientated rearwards in a direction
approximately parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
aircraft, and with a door normally closing off the opening
between the passenger compartment and the tunnel.



