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MONO-ELEMENT COMBINED SUPERCRITICAL
HIGH LIFT AIRFOIL

This application is a continuation-in-part of applica- 5

tion Ser. No. 238,265 filed Feb. 25, 1981 now U.S. Pat.
No. 4,387,869.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to and provides for a mono-ele-

ment combined supercritical high lift airfoil comprising
a mechanically simple but effective blown high lift sys-
tem compatible with and enclosed within the physical
‘contours of the general family of transonic cruise wing
sections known as supercritical airfoils. Heretofore, in
order to generate high lift, such airfoils have been com-
bined with conventional mechanical flap systems which
incur high weight penalties. The high lift airfoil of the
present invention requires no movement or deflection
of any mechanical components within or on the airfoil,
and transitions from the cruise mode to the high lift
mode merely by initiating blowing from within the
airfoil. The airfoil of this invention augments and en-
hances each component in its specific region of opera-
tion, thus providing a simple non-mechanical mono-ele-
ment airfoil with uncompromised performance in the
cruise, takeoff, and landing flight regimes. Upon appli-
cation to hydrodynamic vehicles, the no-moving-parts
trailing edge is applied to a fin or control surface and
“provides turning or pitching forces to the vehicle with-
out any deflection of itself, thus replacing mechanical
rudders, elevators or vanes.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Existing mechanical high lift systems or devices are
used to provide an effective increased camber to the
airfoil, thus providing increased streamline deflection,
increased circulation, and resulting higher lift. Most
state-of-the-art systems provide some type of mechani-
cal deflection of a trailing edge flap, with those produc-
ing the greatest lift usually requiring multiple flap com-
ponents, actuators, connectors, tracks, and structural
mounting components. Such systems or devices greatly
increase complexity and weight, as well as, increase
maintenance requirements. More recently, blowing
over these flap surfaces has added increased lift capabil-
ity; however, complexity and weight are increased fur-
ther. The recently developed circulation control wing
(CCW) system increases lifting capability by blowing
over a round trailing edge, but this device must be re-
tracted to avoid the drag penalty in cruise.

Existing hydrodynamic control surfaces, such as, fins,
rudders, stabilizers, elevators, etc., are used to provide
an effective control of the vehicle. Such control sur-
faces and their actuators are also complex, and increase
weight and maintenance requirements.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a multi-purpose
mono-element airfoil means for use in aerodynamic and
hydrodynamic vehicles and devices. Upon utilization in
an aerodynamic application, the multi-purpose mono-
element airfoil means in conjunction with a plenum,
upon pressure initiation, causes pressurized air to issue
from a tangential slot remain attached to the shaped
trailing edge and provides a controlled resultant force
or thrust. Upon application to hydrodynamic vehicles,
the multi-purpose mono-element airfoil means is placed
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in the fluid stream and provides turning or pitching
forces to the vehicle without any deflection of itself.

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide
a multi-purpose mono-element airfoil means for use in
aerodynamic and hydrodynamic vehicles and devices.

Another object of this invention is to provide a multi-
purpose mono-element airfoil means wherein the in-
cluded high lift components are located within a super-
critical airfoil means such that the combined system
provides and controls entrained air flow that yields
additional lift augmentation, drag reduction and high
cruise performance at subsonic and transonic speeds,
without any physical or mechanical change in the airfoil
profile or shape. Furthermore, the favorable character-
istics of both cruise and high lift airfoils are not compro-
mised.

A further object of this invention is to provide similar
advantages when it is used in a hydrodynamic applica-
tion where control forces are provided and the need for
deflectmg surfaces ‘and -trailing edges and the1r actua-
tors is ehmmated

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

"FIG. 1 shows a state-of-the-art circulation control
wing high lift system as tested on A-6/CCW aircraft -
(thin profile with large round trailing edge); i

FIG. 2 shows a'17% thick NASA supercritical airfoil.
having a typical aft camber, bluff trailing edge thick-
ness, and large leading edge radius;

FIG. 3 shows the favorable characteristics of the
present invention wherein the supercritical and CCW
airfoils are synergistically combmed to utlllze the ad-
vantages of each;

FIG. 4 shows in detail the shape of the trailing edge
according to a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 shows in detail the shape of the trailing edge,
according to a second embodiment of - the invention;

FIG. 6 shows in detail the shape of the trallmg edge
according to a thlrd embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 shows a hydrodynamlc control surface or
force generator containing no movmg parts.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 shows a state-of-the-art circulation control
which has been confirmed by flight test. The aircraft
wing 16 has mounted within its trailing edge an air
supply plenum 17 which replaces the previously used
mechanical flap at the wing trailing edge, along with
shaped trailing edge 19 and slot 18 from which issues a
circulation control (CC) jet sheet 20 produced by pres-
surized air from plenum 17. The present invention is
shown in FIG. 3 where the thick aft section of the su-
percritical airfoil 16, originally designed as shown in
FIG. 2 to control shock-induced flow separation at
transonic speeds, is ideally suited to incorporate the
small CCW shaped trailing edge radius 19. Supercritical
airfoils typically use trailing edges having a height of
2% of the chord length as shown in U.S. Pat. No.
4,072,282, FIG. 9. Further, said thickness ahead of
shaped trailing edge 19 allows installation of plenum 17

.to carry bleed air from the aircraft thrust engine or

auxiliary power unit to blowing slot 18. The combined
airfoil’s performance is not compromised by the high
lift system, and the high lift system does not have to be
mechanically retracted for cruise flight.
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A test wherein the trailing edge radius 19 size is about
twenty-five percent the size of that previously flight
tested, i.e. 0.9% chord versus 3.6% chord, shows sub-
stantially no lift loss relative to that generated by the
larger radius; and further, lift generation by the small
- radius is two to three times greater than that achievable
by the best multi-element mechanical flap system. This
very efficient lift generation is achieved by blowing a
thin sheet of pressurized air form a small slot 18 tangen-
tially over a shaped trailing edge 19 as shown in FIG. 3.
Jet sheet 20 remains attached to shaped trailing edge 19
and induces large flow circulation and resulting high lift
on airfoil 16, all at a relatively low jet blowing rate.
Moreover, this test utilizing small trailing edge radius
demonstrated no increase in blowing-off drag. levels
above those of the bluff trailing edge configuration
shown in FIG. 2. And, even though the shaped trailing
edge 19 (i.e., total trailing edge thickness) is approxi-
mately twice the thickness of the supercritical. trailing
.edge of FIG. 2, the flow remains attached around part
of .the shaped curvature without blowing so that the
base drag generated is the same as that of the sharp-cor-
nered flat ‘trailing edge as shown in FIG. 2. Thus, in
operation, the high lift system is non-moving and self-
contained, produces no cruise drag penalty, is readily
available by.initiating blowing and generates at least
double or triple the lift of the very complex mechanical
multi-element. flaps.

The blowing slot 18 located at the shaped trailing
edge 19 further augments the supercritical airfoil’s 16
transonic performance. A slight amount of blowing at
transonic speeds entrains flow into the jet sheet 20 and
prevents aft flow separation, thus reducing transonic
cruise .drag. Transonic maneuverability is also en-
hanced, as initiation of blowing provides instantaneous
lift increase and the resulting change in flight path.

The large leading edge radius 21 of supercritical air-
foil 16 of this invention, originally designed to provide
smooth convergence into the virtually flat upper sur-

face, aids the high lift performance by becoming an

effective leading edge device. Undér high lift condi-
tions, CCW airfoils require means for keeping leading
edge flow attached. A leading edge slat 22 illustrated in
FIG. 1, or droop is frequently used for sharp leading
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edge airfoils. However, the existence of a large bluff 45

. leading edge, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, avoids this
problem as it naturally keeps leading edge velocities
lower and prevents flow separation. Thus, the leading
edge shape of the supercritical airfoil 16 eliminates the
need for a leading edge device 22 on the high lift airfoil
of this invention. C

The shape of the trailing edge may be varied some-

"what, as long as the edge fits within the overall shape of
the supercritical airfoil and as long as the curve is not
too sharp for the jet sheet to stay attached. A first em-
bodiment of the trailing edge shape is shown in FIG. 4,
where the trailing edge assumes the shape of a circle
~having a constant radius, indicated by line 30. The ra-
dius must be no larger than 1% of the chord length in
order to fit within the airfoil shape. At the lower side of
the circle where the circle intercepts the supercritical
airfoil shape, the circle shape is dropped and the airfoil
shape is followed to avoid changing the flight charac-
teristics of the supercritical airfoil.

In FIG. 5, a second embodiment of the trailing edge
shape is shown ‘as constituting an elliptical shape. The
major axis 22 of the ellipse is essentially parallel to the
axis of the airfoil with minor axis 21 being perpendicular

55

60

65

4

thereto. The elliptical shape is no longer followed
where it intersects ‘the supercritical shape, just as in
FIG. 4. The length of the minor axis is limited to 2% of
the chord length in a manner analogous to the circular
shape. The relative sizes of the major and minor axes are
limited by the sharpness of the curve. Thus, if ellipse
becomes too long and narrow, the jet sheet will not
follow the curve. When the two axes become equal, the
circular situation is reached. It is also possible to have
the major axis extend in the vertical direction as long as
the difference in the axes is not too great. In addition, it
is also possible to move the major axis so that it is not
parallel to the axis of the airfoil.

A third embodiment is shown in FIG. 6 utilizing a
spiral shape. This is similar to the circular shape, but
with a radius 23 that becomes smaller as it rotates
around the trailing edge. Because of the reducing ra-
dius, the curve becomes sharper than a regular circle.
This also limits the rate of decrease of the radius, since
the -jet sheet will not stay attached if the curve is too
sharp. ‘As in the other two embodiments, the spiral
curve ends when it intersects the supercritical shape.
Other spiral shapes may also be used, such as a spiral
with a radius which decreases at a non-linear rate, an
increasing radius or more complex spirals.

In all three embodiments, the curve shape is shown as
extending inside the plenum 17, However, the curve

‘may also be somewhat modified or truncated when it is

inside the plenum. For example, since the spiral radius
increases inside the plenum, it may be more convenient
to use a constant circular radius for this portion for ease
in construction.

Other curves may also be employed for this purpose,

such as partially round shapes. The only limitations are

that the curve fits within the wing and that the curve is
not too sharp.’

“In operation, only- a fast-responding flow valve or
regulator is required to control air flow to power the
high lift system. The valve may be mounted inside the
aircraft fuselage or in the wings. With the valve closed
in cruise, airfoil 16 possesses the favorable transonic

‘characteristics of the supercritical airfoil: For takeoff or
Janding where high lift requirements are functions of

gross weight and speeds and distance desired, the valve
is opened. proportionally to yield ‘the value of lift re-
quired. The small CCW device of this invention allows
that value to be twice or three times that available from
mechanical systems, without any moving parts. Thus,
the resulting takeoff and landing speeds and distances
are proportionally reduced. The flow valve may also be
opened a small amount in cruise flight to reduce base
drag, or a slightly larger amount to provide instanta-
neous lift for maneuverability.

The slot size may also be made adjustable so as to

-vary the flow of air through the slot. This may be ac-

complished by hinging part of the top portion of the
wing and using a jack screw, hydraulic ram or other
device to raise up the top portion of the wing. An exam-
ple of this type of apparatus is shown in U.S. Pat. No.
4,137,008. o

FIG. 7 illustrates a hydrodynamic application of a
non-deflecting small shaped trailing edge 19 in conjunc-
tion with dual plenums and slots 18 of a control surface
23 placed in a fluid freestream 24 behind a hydrody-
namic vehicle 25. The freestream 24 is then deflected in
either direction 26 depending on which of the plenums
18 is pressurized, thus producing a controlling force 27
or moment in the appropriate direction. The small trail-
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ing edge 19 fits within the existing control surface 23
countour and requires no mechanical deflection. Ad-
vantages are similar to the ones from use in the aerody-
namic application, namely, rapid deflection of control
forces, augmeritation of control force, and system sim-
plicity through elimination of moving parts.

This invention, for the first time, yields an advantage
not heretofore attainable, namely, the synergistic and
mechanically simple combination of a supercritical tran-
sonic airfoil and a high lift CCW airfoil into a single,

no-moving-parts airfoil which maintains the favorable

characteristics of each type of airfoil in its design oper-
ating regime yet does not compromise either airfoil’s
operation by the presence of the other. A further impor-
‘tant advantage is its ability to transition from one mode
of operation to the other without the use of any me-
chanical parts. Such unique features of this combination
yield other advantages in its savings of special airfoil
materials and energy used heretofore. Other advantages
will be apparent from the specification described above
to those skilled in the art.

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within
the scope of the appended claims the invention may be
practiced in ways other than as specifically described
above.

What is claimed is:

1. A mono-element airfoil for providing high . lift
generation, drag reduction and high cruise performance
‘at subsonic and transonic speeds, comprising:

a supercritical airfoil means having a large leading
edge radius and a relatively blunt trailing edge, said
trailing edge having a thickness of about 2% of the
chord length of said airfoil means;

a plenum inside said wing having an inlet connected
to a source of gas pressure and an outlet in the
trailing edge of said airfoil means;

said outlet being formed as a slot means between an
upper portion and a lower portion;

said upper portion being a part of the upper surface of
said wing and having a reduced thickness near the
rear edge;

said lower portion forming the rear wall of said ple-
num, the lower edge of said slot and the trailing
edge of said airfoil means, said lower portion béing
elliptical in cross-section and having a minor axis
no greater than 2% of the chord length of said
airfoil means;

said slot means having a smoothly converging nozzle
with the portion of said nozzle having the mini-
mum height being at the rear edge of said upper
portion;

said outlet forming a circulation control device
wherein gas from said source of gas pressure is
controlled to travel through said plenum, escape
through said converging nozzle and slot means and
travel along the trailing edge of said airfoil to de-
flect the air traveling over the top surface of said
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airfoil means downwardly, so that high lift on the
airfoil is caused by this deflected large flow of air
which remains strongly attached to said trailing
edge with a relatively low jet blowing rate through
said slot means while low cruise drag is encoun-
tered when blowing is stopped.

2. The airfoil according to claim 1 further comprising
an internal valve to control the flow rate through said
slot means and thus control the deflection of the air-
stream.

3. The airfoil according to claim 2 wherein said ple-
num is located near the trailing edge of said airfoil
means.

4. A mono-element airfoil for providing high lift
generation, drag reduction and high cruise performance
at subsonic and transonic speeds, comprising:

a supercritical airfoil means having a large leading -
edge radius and a relatively blunt trailing edge, said
trailing edge having a thickness of about 2% of the
chord length of said airfoil means;

a plenum inside said wing having an inlet connected
to a source of gas pressure and an outlet in the
trailing edge of said -airfoil means;

said outlet being formed as a slot means between an
upper portion and a lower portion;

said upper portion being a part of the upper surface of
said wing and havmg a reduced thickness near the
rear edge; :

said lower portion forming the rear wall of said ple-
num, the lower edge-of said slot and the trailing
edge of said airfoil means said lower portion being
spiral in cross-section and having a vertical height
no greater than 2% of the chord length of said
airfoil means;

said slot means having a smoothly converging nozzle
with the portion of said nozzle having the mini-
mum height being at the rear edge of said upper
portion;

said outlet forming a circulation control device
wherein gas from said source of gas pressure is
controlled to travel through said plenum, escape
through said converging nozzle and siot means and
travel along the trailing edge of said airfoil to de-
flect the air traveling over the top surface of said
airfoil means downwardly, so that high lift on the
airfoil is caused by this deflected large flow of air
which remains strongly attached to said trailing
edge with a relatively low jet blowing rate through
said slot means while low cruise drag is encoun-
tered when blowing is stopped.

5. The airfoil according to claim 4 further comprising
an internal valve to control the flow rate through said
slot means and thus control the deflection of the air-
stream.

6. The airfoil according to claim 5 wherein said ple-
num is located near the trailing edge of said airfoil

means.
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