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MULTI-TRANSCEIVER SYSTEM WITH
MIMO AND BEAM-FORMING CAPABILITY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS/INCORPORATION BY
REFERENCE

This patent application is related to and claims priority
from provisional patent application Ser. No. 60/601,457, filed
Aug. 13, 2004, and titled “MULTI-TRANSCEIVER SYS-
TEM WITH MIMO AND BEAM-FORMING CAPABIL-
ITY,” the contents of which are hereby incorporated herein by
reference in their entirety. This patent application is related to
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/092,194, filed Mar. 29,
2005, entitled “DYNAMIC RECONFIGURATION OF
COMMUNICATION RESOURCES IN A MULTI-TRANS-
CEIVER CONFIGURATION” and U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/092,383, filed Mar. 29, 2005, entitled
“DYNAMIC MIMO RESOURCE ALLOCATION DURING
A SINGLE COMMUNICATION”.

FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR
DEVELOPMENT

[Not Applicable]
SEQUENCE LISTING
[Not Applicable]

MICROFICHE/COPYRIGHT REFERENCE

[Not Applicable]

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various communication systems may utilize single
antenna, single transmission path communications. Various
other communication systems may utilize multiple-antenna
multiple-transmission path communications (e.g., Multiple
Input Multiple Output “MIMO” communications). Such
communication systems may work well in some communi-
cation scenarios and not work well in other communication
scenarios. Various other communication systems may utilize
multiple antennas for beam-forming communications. Such
communication systems may work well in some communi-
cation scenarios and not work well in other communication
scenarios.

Current multi-antenna communication systems generally
fail to take advantage of potential communication flexibility
that multi-antenna communication configurations offer. For
example, a communication system utilizing multiple anten-
nas for MIMO communications might not perform well in
rural environments.

Further limitations and disadvantages of conventional and
traditional approaches will become apparent to one of skill in
the art, through comparison of such systems with the present
invention as set forth in the remainder of the present applica-
tion with reference to the drawings.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Various aspects of the present invention provide a system
and method for communicating with a second communica-
tion system utilizing a plurality of antennas, substantially as
shown in and/or described in connection with at least one of
the figures, as set forth more completely in the claims. These
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and other advantages, aspects and novel features of the
present invention, as well as details of illustrative aspects
thereof, will be more fully understood from the following
description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF
THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11s a diagram illustrating an exemplary MIMO trans-
mitting configuration.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary MIMO
receiving configuration.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system having a beam-forming configuration.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary method, in a
communication system, for utilizing a plurality of antennas to
communicate, in accordance with various aspects of the
present invention.

FIG. 5§ is a diagram illustrating an exemplary method, in a
communication system, for utilizing a plurality of antennas to
communicate, in accordance with various aspects of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system that utilizes a plurality of antennas to communi-
cate, in accordance with various aspects of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The following discussion may illustrate various aspects of
the present invention by referring to communication systems
having Multiple-Input-Multiple-Output (“MIMO”) commu-
nication capability. FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate basic MIMO
transmitting and receiving configurations, respectively. Note,
however, that the scope of various aspects of the present
invention should not be limited to MIMO, Multiple-Input-
Single-Output (“MISO”), or Single-Input-Single-Output
(*SISO”) communication systems or characteristics thereof.

FIG.1is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system 100 having a Multiple-Input-Multiple-Output
(“MIMO”) transmitting configuration. The channel encoder
110 receives data. The data may comprise any of a variety of
data types, including but not limited to, audio data, video data,
textual data, graphical data, pictorial data, etc. The channel
encoder 110 may comprise any of a variety of encoder types.
For example and without limitation, the channel encoder 110
may comprise characteristics of a conventional encoder, error
correction encoder, MIMO encoder, etc.

The exemplary system 100 may comprise an interleaver
120 that receives the encoded data from the channel encoder
110. The interleaver 120 may, for example, perform interleav-
ing to spread errors. The exemplary system 100 may comprise
a serial-to-parallel converter 130 that divides the single data
stream out of the interleaver 120 (or channel encoder 110)
into a plurality of (e.g., up to N) parallel paths. The outputs of
the serial-to-parallel converter 130 may be coupled to a plu-
rality of transmitters (e.g., transmitter 140 through transmit-
ter 150) and respective antennas for transmission.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system 200 having an exemplary MIMO receiving con-
figuration. A plurality of transmitted signals may arrive at the
plurality of (e.g., up to M) antennas and respective receivers
(e.g., receiver 210 through receiver 220). The receivers 210-
220 may provide the simultaneously received signals to a
MIMO demodulator 230. The MIMO demodulator 230 may
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provide a serial stream of information to a de-interleaver 240
and to a channel decoder 250 to convert the received signals
into output data.

Note that the exemplary MIMO systems illustrated in
FIGS. 1 and 2 are merely illustrative examples of basic
MIMO systems. It should be noted that a MIMO system may
comprise many various alternative configurations. Further it
should be noted that many characteristics of MIMO systems
are shared with MISO systems.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system 300 having an exemplary beam-forming configu-
ration. The channel encoder 310 receives data. The data may
comprise any of a variety of data types, including but not
limited to, audio data, video data, textual data, graphical data,
pictorial data, etc. The channel encoder 310 may comprise
any of a variety of encoder types. For example and without
limitation, the channel encoder 310 may comprise character-
istics of a conventional encodet, error correction encoder, etc.

The exemplary system 300 may comprise a beam former
and/or combiner 320 (e.g., adigital beam-former and/or com-
biner) that receives the encoded data from the channel
encoder 310. The beam former/combiner 320 may, for
example, form parallel signals (e.g., N signals) that, when
ultimately transmitted through corresponding transmitters
and antennas, focus transmission energy in a particular direc-
tion. The outputs of the beam former/combiner 320 may be
modulated by a modulator 330 and communicated to a plu-
rality of transmitters (e.g., transmitter 340 through transmit-
ter 350) and respective antennas for transmission. As illus-
trated by the exemplary antenna gain pattern 360, the energy
of the transmitted plurality of signals may constructively
combine to focus composite transmission energy in a particu-
lar direction.

As with the exemplary MIMO systems 100, 200 illustrated
in FIGS. 1-2, the exemplary communication system 300 with
beam-forming capability is merely exemplary. For example, a
communication system utilizing beam-forming may be con-
structed in many alternative configurations. Accordingly, the
scope of various aspects of the present invention should notbe
limited by characteristics of the exemplary communication
system 300 illustrated in FIG. 3.

The following exemplary illustrations, in FIGS. 4-6, will
be presented in an exemplary scenario that comprises two
multi-antenna communication configurations (e.g., a beam-
forming configuration and a MIMO or MISO configuration).
It should be noted that the exemplary scenarios include only
two configurations for the sake of illustrative simplicity. For
example, the following discussion is readily extensible to
three-configuration or n-configuration scenarios. Accord-
ingly, the scope of various aspects of the present invention
should not be limited by characteristics of only two-configu-
ration scenarios.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary method 400,
in a communication system, for utilizing a plurality of anten-
nas to communicate, in accordance with various aspects of
the present invention. The exemplary method 400 may be
implemented by any of a variety of communication systems
that comprise a plurality of transceivers and/or antennas. For
example and without limitation, the method 400 may be
implemented by various modules or systems of a communi-
cation network (e.g., a base station, access point, or central
controller). Also for example, the method 400 may be imple-
mented by a fixed or portable communication system that
communicates with a communication network. Accordingly,
the scope of various aspects of the present invention should
not be limited by characteristics of a particular communica-
tion system that may implement the exemplary method 400.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

60

4

The exemplary method 400 may begin executing at step
410. The exemplary method 400 (and other methods dis-
cussed herein, for example, exemplary method 500) may
begin executing for any of a variety of reasons. For example
and without limitation, the exemplary method 400 may begin
in response to a user or automated input initiating a commu-
nication. Also for example, the exemplary method 400 may
begin in response to a message arriving from another com-
munication system. Further for example, the exemplary
method 400 may begin in response to one or more detected
communication environment characteristics. Accordingly,
the scope of various aspects of the present invention should
not be limited by characteristics of any particular initiating
cause or condition.

Portions of the following discussion will include illustra-
tions of a communication system implementing the exem-
plary method 400 communicating with a second communi-
cation system. Such a one-to-one communication scenario is
presented for illustrative clarity and should not limit the scope
of various aspects ofthe present invention to characteristics of
aone-to-one communication scenario. For example and with-
out limitation, various aspects of the present invention also
may apply to broadcast and multi-cast communication sce-
narios.

The exemplary method 400 may, at step 420, comprise
determining whether communicating with a second commu-
nication system utilizing a plurality of antennas in a first
configuration, which comprises a beam-forming configura-
tion, is preferable to utilizing a plurality of antennas in a
second configuration, which comprises either of a MIMO or
MISO configuration. Step 420 may comprise making such
determination in any of a variety of manners, non-limiting
illustrative examples of which are presented below.

For example, step 420 may comprise determining whether
the first configuration is preferable to the second configura-
tion based, at least in part, on energy or power consumption
associated with utilizing the first configuration and energy or
power consumption associated with utilizing the second con-
figuration. For example, depending on the particular commu-
nication scenario, a beam-forming configuration may corre-
spond to the utilization of more or less energy or power than
a MIMO or MISO configuration. Step 420 may (e.g., in an
communication scenario involving a finite energy source)
comprise determining to utilize the configuration that corre-
sponds with the lowest amount of energy or power utilization
while meeting a particular quality goal. Step 420 may also
(e.g., in a communication scenario involving a finite energy
source) comprise determining and considering the amount of
energy or power presently available for communication or
anticipated to be available for communication.

Also for example, step 420 may comprise determining
whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configurationbased, atleast in part, on secure communication
needs of at least one of the communication system and the
second communication system. In a non-limiting exemplary
scenario, at least one of the communication system and the
second communication system may desire the added security
of a relatively narrow radiation pattern of a communication
beam. In another exemplary scenario, at least one of the
communication system and the second communication sys-
tem may desire the added security of relatively low power
emissions that may be advantageously provided by a MIMO
configuration. Step 420 may, for example, comprise commu-
nicating security information between the communication
system and the second communication system and negotiat-
ing an acceptable configuration.
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Additionally for example, step 420 may comprise deter-
mining and analyzing a desired data rate for the communica-
tion, and determining whether to utilize the first or second
configuration based, at least in part, on the desired data rate.
In a non-limiting exemplary scenario, a beam-forming con-
figuration may provide a relatively high antenna gain, which
may correspond to a higher S/N ratio and higher data rate. In
another exemplary scenario (e.g., in amulti-path environment
with no clear path between the communication systems), a
MIMO configuration may provide more reliable high-data-
rate communications than a beam-forming configuration.

Still further for example, step 420 may comprise determin-
ing whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configuration based, at least in part, on dimensional charac-
teristics of a communication cell that is associated with at
least one of the communication system and the second com-
munication system. For example and without limitation, the
communication system emissions may be bounded by a cell
dimension, and conforming to such cell dimensions may
favor one of a beam-forming or a MIMO configuration (e.g.,
depending on the location of the second communication sys-
tem within the cell). As a non-limiting example, an oblong-
shaped cell may favor a beam-forming configuration between
communication systems at the far ends of the cell and favor a
MIMO configuration near the center of the cell.

Step 420 may, for example, comprise determining whether
the first configuration is preferable to the second configura-
tion based, at least in part, on geographical position of the
second communication system. As mentioned previously,
step 420 may comprise determining and considering the posi-
tion of the second communication system (e.g., absolute posi-
tion or position relative to the communication system) within
a cell. Also for example, step 420 may comprise determining
and considering the position of the second communication
system relative to communication obstacles, signal barriers,
interference sources, multi-path opportunities, etc.

Also forexample, step 420 may comprise determining and
analyzing antenna pattern information for at least one of the
first and second communication systems, and determining
whether to utilize the first or second configuration based, at
least in part, on the antenna pattern information. In a non-
limiting exemplary scenario, step 420 may comprise access-
ing and analyzing antenna pattern information for a particular
communication beam to determine the gain characteristics in
the vicinity of the second communication system. In another
non-limiting exemplary scenario, step 420 may comprise
accessing and analyzing antenna pattern information to deter-
mine whether a set of MIMO signals are likely to reach the
second communication system at a desirable signal strength.

Additionally for example, step 420 may comprise deter-
mining and analyzing position of communicating entities
other than the communication system and the second com-
munication system, and determining whether to utilize the
first or second configuration based, at least in part, on the
position of communicating entities other than the communi-
cation system and the second communication system. As
mentioned previously, such communicating entities may, for
example and without limitation, be sources of interference or
may represent security risks. Step 420 may, for example,
comprise determining whether such communicating entities
are currently communicating. In a non-limiting exemplary
scenario, a communicating entity may be a significant source
of noise during business hours, and step 420 may comprise
determining to utilize a beam-forming configuration with a
directional gain that minimizes interference from the com-
municating entity. In another non-limiting exemplary sce-
nario, the communicating entity may be in-line between the
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communication system and the second communication sys-
tem, and step 420 may comprise determining to utilize a
MIMO configuration, since a beam-forming configuration
might magnify the interference from the communicating
entity.

Further for example, step 420 may comprise determining
whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configuration based, at least in part, on multi-path communi-
cation environment between the communication system and
the second communication system. For example and without
limitation, a communication cell may comprise a relatively
urban portion and a relatively rural portion (e.g., near the edge
of a downtown district). In an exemplary scenario where the
second communication system is near the relatively rural
portion, step 420 may comprise determining to utilize a
beam-forming configuration. In another exemplary scenario
where the second communication system is in the relatively
urban portion (e.g., surrounded by buildings in a relatively
rich multi-path environment), step 420 may comprise deter-
mining to utilize a MIMO or MISO configuration.

Still further for example, step 420 may comprise determin-
ing and analyzing time-of-day information, and determining
whether to utilize the first or second configuration based, at
least in part, on the time-of-day information. As mentioned
previously, interference sources may be time-dependent.
Also for example, cell configuration and loading may be
time-dependent. Energy or power availability and/or
expected energy or power consumption may be time-depen-
dent. Overall communication plans or restrictions (e.g., FCC
restrictions) may be time-dependent. Generally, many of the
factors discussed herein may comprise time-dependent char-
acteristics, which step 420 may comprise considering.

Step 420 may, for example, comprise determining whether
the first configuration is preferable to the second configura-
tion based, at least in part, on input received from a user of at
least one of the communication system and the second com-
munication system. For example and without limitation, step
420 may comprise receiving input from a user of either the
communication system or the second communication system
that mandates a particular configuration. Also for example,
step 420 may comprise receiving input from a user that speci-
fies a preferred, but not mandated, configuration. Step 420
may comprise acquiring user input information in real-time
from a user or may comprise acquiring user input information
from a memory device in which such information is stored.

Also for example, step 420 may comprise determining
whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configuration based, at least in part, on a predetermined com-
munication profile associated with at least one of the commu-
nication system and the second communication system. Such
a predetermined communication profile may, for example,
comprise information as to which configuration to use in a
variety of scenarios. For example and without limitation, a
predetermined communication profile may specify aconfigu-
ration to utilize during particular time windows. A predeter-
mined communication profile may specify a configuration to
utilize for a particular second communication system or par-
ticular location of the second communication system.

Further for example, step 420 may comprise determining
and analyzing MIMO (or MISO) capability of the second
communication system, and determining whether to utilize
the first or second configuration based, at least in part, on the
MIMO capability of the second communication system. For
example, the second communication system may comprise
no MIMO capability or only limited MIMO capability. In a
non-limiting exemplary scenario, the second communication
system may corprise only order-2 MIMO capability, where
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the communication system may comprise order-4 MIMO
capability. Step 420 may then comprise considering the rela-
tively limited nature of the order-2 MIMO capability (e.g.,
relative to the order-4 MIMO capability) when determining
whether to utilize a beam-forming configuration or a MIMO
configuration.

Still further for example, step 420 may comprise determin-
ing and analyzing respective signal qualities for communica-
tion utilizing the first and second configurations, and deter-
mining whether to utilize the first or second configuration
based, at least in part, on the determined respective signal
qualities. For example, step 420 may comprise determining
expected signal strengths, signal-to-noise ratios or data error
rates for information communicated utilizing various con-
figurations and determine to utilize the configuration that
corresponds to the lowest error rate or highest S/N ratio.

Also forexample, step 420 may comprise determining and
analyzing the need for a hand-off event, and determining
whether to utilize the first or second configuration based, at
least in part, on the need for a hand-off event. For example and
without limitation, communication hand-offs (e.g., between
access points, cellular base stations or different networks)
may be preferably executed using a particular configuration.
Step 420 may comprise determining to configure the commu-
nication system with the configuration that is preferred for a
particular hand-off.

Also for example, step 420 may comprise determining
whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configuration based, at least in part, on communication chan-
nel performance. Communication channel performance may,
for example, be determined by channel estimation, perfor-
mance prediction, performance monitoring, etc.

In general, step 420 may comprise determining whether
communicating with the second communication system uti-
lizing a plurality of antennas in a first configuration, which
comprises a heam-forming configuration, is preferable to uti-
lizing a plurality of antennas in a second configuration, which
comprises either of a MIMO or MISO configuration. The
previous examples represent a non-limiting set of examples,
which may be added to or combined. Accordingly, the scope
of various aspects of the present invention should not be
limited by characteristics of the previous specific examples or
by specific combinations of the previous specific examples.

The exemplary method 400 may, at step 430, comprise
directing execution flow of the method 400 (e.g., in response
1o a determination made at step 420). For example, if step 420
determines thata beam-forming configuration is preferable to
a MIMO (or MISO) configuration, then step 430 may direct
execution flow to step 440. Also for example, if step 420
determines that a MIMO (or MISO) configuration is prefer-
able to a beam-forming configuration, then step 430 may
comprise directing execution flow to step 450.

The exemplary method 400 may, at step 440, comprise
configuring the communication system to communicate with
the second communication system by utilizing at least a por-
tion of the plurality of antennas in a beam-forming configu-
ration. As explained previously, a communication system
may be configured in any of a variety of beam-forming con-
figurations, a non-limiting illustrative example of which is
generally shown at FIG. 3.

For example, step 440 may comprise determining charac-
teristics of a desired communication beam. Step 440 may, for
example, comprise determining the position of the second
communication system and determining communication
beam characteristics (e.g., antenna gain, radiation pattern or
direction) desired for communication between the communi-
cation system and the second communication system. Step
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440 may then, for example, comprise encoding and mapping
signals, such that the signals transmitted from a plurality of
antennas form a communication beam having the desired
radiation pattern and direction. Step 440 may also, for
example, comprise determining power at which to transmit
respective signals from the plurality of antennas. Step 440
may thereby, for example, focus transmission energy toward
the second communication system.

The exemplary method 400 may, at step 450, comprise
configuring the communication system to communicate with
the second communication system by utilizing at least a por-
tion of the plurality of antennas in a MIMO (or MISO) con-
figuration. As explained previously, a communication system
may be configured in any of a variety of MIMO configura-
tions, non-limiting illustrative examples of which are gener-
ally shown at FIGS. 1-2.

For example, step 450 may comprise performing MIMO
channel encoding and mapping to generate desired output
signals from a plurality of transceivers and associated anten-
nas of the communication system. Also for example, step 450
may comprise communicating MIMO training information to
the second communication system. Step 450 may comprise
performing such communication in any of a variety of man-
ners (e.g., temporarily utilizing a SISO or beam-forming con-
figuration to communicate such information).

The exemplary method 400 may, at step 460, comprise
performing continued processing. Such continued processing
may comprise any of a large variety of characteristics. For
example and without limitation, step 460 may comprise com-
municating information utilizing the communication system
(e.g., as configured at steps 440 or 450). Also for example,
step 460 may comprise looping execution of the method 400
back up to step 420 for redetermination.

The exemplary method 400 was presented to provide spe-
cific examples of generally broader aspects of the present
invention. Accordingly, the scope of various aspects of the
present invention should not be limited by particular charac-
teristics of the exemplary method 400.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary method 500,
in a communication system, for utilizing a plurality of anten-
nas to communicate, in accordance with various aspects of
the present invention. The exemplary method 500 may, for
example and without limitation, share various characteristics
with the exemplary method 400 illustrated in FIG. 4 and
discussed previously. For example, the exemplary method
500 may be implemented in any of a variety of communica-
tion systems.

The exemplary method 500 may, at step 515, comprise
configuring the communication system to utilize one of a first
and second configuration for a communication, wherein the
first configuration comprises a beam-forming configuration
and the second configuration comprises either of a MIMO or
MISO configuration. For example and without limitation,
step 515 may share various characteristics with steps 440 and
450 of the exemplary method 400 illustrated in FIG. 4 and
discussed previously.

The exemplary method 500 may, at step 517, comprise
communicating a first portion of a communication with the
second communication system utilizing the configuration
established at step 515 (e.g., a beam-forming configuration or
a MIMO or MISO configuration). A communication may
comprise characteristics of any of a variety of types of com-
munication. For example and without limitation, a commu-
nication may comprise a telephone call or a voice message. A
communication may, for example, comprise audio, video,
pictorial, graphical, data or textual information. The scope of
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various aspects of the present invention should not be limited
by characteristics of any particular type of communication.

The exemplary method 500 may comprise, at step 520,
while communicating the first portion of the communication,
monitoring communication conditions to determine whether
1o communicate with the second communication system uti-
lizing the other one of the first and second configurations. For
example, in an exemplary scenario where step 515 configured
the communication system in a beam-forming configuration,
and step 517 is communicating a first portion of a communi-
cation with the second communication system utilizing the
beam-forming configuration, step 520 may comprise moni-
toring communication conditions to determine whether to
communicate with the second communication system utiliz-
ing a MIMO (or MISO) configuration rather than the present
beam-forming configuration.

The communication conditions that step 520 may comprise
monitoring may include any of a variety of conditions related
1o the communication of information. For example and with-
out limitation, such communication conditions may comprise
noise level, energy or power availability, energy or power
utilization, data rate, error rate, general communication envi-
ronment, system geographical position(s), time, uset input,
type of data, etc.

In a non-limiting exemplary scenario, step 520 may com-
prise monitoring geographical location of at least one of the
communication system and the second communication sys-
tem. Step 520 may, in the exemplary scenario, determine that
the second communication system has moved from a rich
urban multipath environment to a relatively wide-open rural
environment that is less conducive to multi-path communica-
tions. Step 520 may, in the exemplary scenario, determine that
the next portion of the communication should be communi-
cated utilizing a beam-forming configuration.

In another non-limiting exemplary scenario, step 520 may
comprise monitoring user input at one of the communication
system and the second communication system. Step 520 may,
in the exemplary scenario, comprise determining that a user
ofthe second communication system has indicated a desire to
switch communication configurations from a beam-forming
configuration to a MIMO configuration (e.g., in response to
communication issues that the user has detected but that the
systems have not detected and/or remedied). Step 520 may, in
the exemplary scenario, determine that the next portion of the
communication should be communicated utilizing a MIMO
configuration.

In general, step 520 may comptise, while communicating
the first portion of the communication, monitoring commu-
nication conditions to determine whether to communicate
with the second communication system utilizing a different
configuration. Accordingly, the scope of various aspects of
the present invention should not be limited by characteristics
of any particular communication condition, manner of moni-
toring a communication condition, or manner of determining
to utilize a different configuration.

The exemplary method 500 may, at step 530, comprise
directing execution flow of the method 500 (e.g., in response
to a determination made at step 520). For example, if step 520
determines that a different configuration is preferable to the
current configuration, then step 530 may direct execution
flow to step 540. Also for example, if step 520 determines that
the current configuration is preferable to a different configu-
ration, then step 530 may comprise directing execution flow
1o step 550.

The exemplary method 500 may, at step 540, comprise
changing configurations. In an exemplary scenario, where
step 515 comprised configuring the communication system in
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a MIMO configuration for a first portion of a communication,
step 540 may comprise configuring the communication sys-
tem in a beam-forming configuration for a second portion of
the communication. In another exemplary scenario, where
step 515 comprised configuring the communication system in
a beam-forming configuration for a first portion of a commu-
nication, step 540 may comprise configuring the communi-
cation system in a MIMO configuration for a second portion
of the communication.

Step 540 may, for example and without limitation, share
various configuring characteristics with steps 440 and 450 of
the exemplary method 400 illustrated in FIG. 4 and discussed
previously. For example and without limitation, non-limiting
examples of beam-forming and MIMO configurations were
illustrated in FIGS. 1-3 and discussed previously.

For example, step 540 may comprise re-encoding and re-
mapping signals to a plurality of antennas (e.g., and associ-
ated transceivers) of the communication system. Step 540
may also, for example, comprise communicating transitional
information with the second communication system. Such
transitional information may, for example, comprise synchro-
nization information to indicate a point in the communication
between the communication system and the second commu-
nication system at which a configuration transition may occur
(e.g., packet, frame or time identifier). Such transitional infor-
mation may also, for example, comprise various MIMO or
MISO training information (e.g., to assist the communication
systems in processing received information).

As mentioned previously, if step 520 determines that the
current configuration is preferable to a different configura-
tion, then step 530 may comprise directing execution flow of
the method 500 to step 550. The exemplary method 500 may
then, at step 550, comprise communicating a next portion of
the communication utilizing the first configuration (e.g., the
configuration established at step 515).

The exemplary method 500 may, at step 560, comprise
performing continued processing. As discussed previously
with regard to step 460 of the exemplary method 400 illus-
trated in F1G. 4, such continued processing may comprise any
of a variety of characteristics. For example and without limi-
tation, step 560 may comprise looping execution flow back up
to step 520 for further monitoring to determine which con-
figuration to utilize for a third portion of the communication
(or a next communication). Also for example, step 560 may
comprise performing any of a large variety of user interface
and communication-related processing. Accordingly, the
scope of various aspects of the present invention should not be
limited by characteristics of any particular continued process-
ing.

The exemplary method 500 was presented to provide spe-
cific examples of generally broader aspects of the present
invention. Accordingly, the scope of various aspects of the
present invention should not be limited by particular charac-
teristics of the exemplary method 500.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system 600 that utilizes a plurality of antennas to com-
municate, in accordance with various aspects of the present
invention. The exemplary communication system 600 may,
for example and without limitation share various functional
characteristics with the exemplary methods 400, 500 illus-
trated in FIGS. 4-5 and discussed previously. Also for
example and without limitation, the exemplary communica-
tion system 600 may share various characteristics with the
exemplary MIMO and beam-forming systems illustrated in
FIGS. 1-3 and discussed previously.

The exemplary communication system 600 may comprise
characteristics of any of a variety of communication systems
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that comprise a plurality of antennas. For example and with-
out limitation, the communication system 600 may comprise
various systems, sub-systems and modules of a communica-
tion network (e.g., a base station, access point, or central
controller). Also for example, the communication system 600
may comprise characteristics of a fixed or portable commu-
nication system that communicates with a communication
network. Accordingly, the scope of various aspects of the
present invention should not be limited by characteristics of a
particular communication system.

The following discussion will refer to various modules and
components. It should be recognized that various modules
may be implemented in hardware and/or software. Addition-
ally, various modules may share various hardware and/or
software sub-modules. For example a first module and a
second module may share a processor or codec. Also for
example, a first module and a second module may share an
initialization software routine or a common functional soft-
ware sub-module. Accordingly, the scope of various aspects
of the present invention should not be limited by characteris-
tics of any particular module implementation or by any arbi-
trary boundary between modules or components.

The exemplary communication system 600 may comprise
a configuration module 610 and a plurality of transceivers
640-650 with respective antennas 660-670. The configuration
module 610 may comprise a signal processing module 612,
which may perform any of alarge variety of signal processing
activities. The signal processing module 612 may, for
example and without limitation, perform various processing
in support of the configuration module 610 operation. Also
for example, the signal processing module 612 may perform
various user interface, communication, memory management
and power management activities.

The configuration module 610 may comprise a MIMO
module 614 that performs various aspects of MIMO commu-
nications. Such aspects may comprise, without limitation,
MIMO encoding/decoding, MIMO mapping, etc. The MIMO
module 614 may, for example and without limitation, share
various characteristics with the exemplary MIMO systems
100, 200 illustrated in FIGS. 1-2 and discussed previously, or
other known or to-be-developed MIMO (or MISO) systems.

The configuration module 610 may also comprise a beam-
forming module 616 that performs various aspects of beam-
forming communications. Such aspects may comprise, with-
out limitation, beam-forming encoding, beam-forming
mapping, etc. The beam-forming module 616 may, for
example and without limitation, share various characteristics
with the exemplary beam-forming system 300 illustrated in
FIG. 3 and discussed previously, or other known or to-be-
developed beam-forming systems.

The configuration module 610 may also, in various exem-
plary embodiments, comprise a communication condition
monitor 619, which may monitor any of a variety of commu-
nication conditions during operation of the communication
system 600.

Portions of the following discussion will include illustra-
tions of the communication system 600 communicating with
a second communication system. Such a one-to-one commu-
nication scenario is presented for illustrative clarity and
should not limit the scope of various aspects of the present
invention to characteristics of a one-to-one communication
scenario. For example and without limitation, various aspects
of the present invention also may apply to broadcast and
multi-cast communication scenarios.

In an exemplary operating scenario, the configuration
module 610 (e.g., the signal processing module 612) may
determine whether communicating with a second communi-
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cation system utilizing a plurality of antennas (e.g., a plurality
of the first through Nth antennas 660-670) in a first configu-
ration, which comprises a beam-forming configuration, is
preferable to utilizing a plurality of antennas (e.g., a plurality
of the first through Nth antennas 660-670) in a second con-
figuration, which comprises either of a MIMO or MISO con-
figuration. The configuration module 610 (e.g., the signal
processing module 612) may share various functional char-
acteristics with step 420 of the exemplary method 400 illus-
trated in FIG. 4 and discussed previously. For example, the
configuration module 610 may make such determination in
any of a variety of manners, non-limiting illustrative
examples of which are presented below.

For example, the configuration module 610 may determine
whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configuration based, at least in part, on energy or power
consumption associated with utilizing the first configuration
and energy or power consumption associated with utilizing
the second configuration. For example, depending on the
particular communication scenario, a beam-forming configu-
ration may correspond to the utilization of more or less energy
or power than a MIMO or MISO configuration. The configu-
ration module 610 may (e.g., in an communication scenario
involving a finite energy source) determine to utilize the
configuration that corresponds with the lowest amount of
energy or power utilization while meeting a particular quality
goal. The configuration module 610 may also (e.g., in an
communication scenario involving a finite energy source)
determine and consider the amount of energy or power pres-
ently available for communication or anticipated to be avail-
able for communication.

Also for example, the configuration module 610 may deter-
mine whether the first configuration is preferable to the sec-
ond configuration based, at least in part, on secure commu-
nication needs of at least one of the communication system
600 and the second communication system. In a non-limiting
exemplary scenario, at least one of the communication sys-
tem 600 and the second communication system may desire
the added security of a relatively narrow radiation pattern of
a communication beam. In another exemplary scenario, at
least one of the communication system 600 and the second
communication system may desire the added security of rela-
tively low-power emissions that may be advantageously pro-
vided by a MIMO configuration. The configuration module
610 may, for example, communicate security information
between the communication system 600 and the second com-
munication system and negotiate an acceptable configura-
tion.

Additionally for example, the configuration module 610
may determine and analyze a desired data rate for the com-
munication, and determine whether to utilize the first or sec-
ond configuration based, at least in part, on the desired data
rate. In a non-limiting exemplary scenario, a beam-forming
configuration may provide a relatively high antenna gain,
which may correspond to a higher S/N ratio and higher data
rate. In another exemplary scenario (e.g., in a multi-path
environment with no clear path between the communication
systems), a MIMO configuration may provide more reliable
high-data-rate communications than a beam-forming con-
figuration.

Still further for example, the configuration module 610
may determine whether the first configuration is preferable to
the second configuration based, at least in part, on dimen-
sional characteristics of a communication cell that is associ-
ated with at least one of the communication system and the
second communication system. For example and without
limitation, the communication system 600 emissions may be
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bounded by a cell dimension, and conforming to such cell
dimensions may favor one of a beam-forming or a MIMO
configuration (e.g., depending on the location of the second
communication system within the cell). As a non-limiting
example, an oblong-shaped cell may favor a beam-forming
configuration between communication systems at the farends
of the cell and favor a MIMO configuration near the center of
the cell.

The configuration module 610 may, for example, deter-
mine whether the first configuration is preferable to the sec-
ond configuration based, at least in part, on geographical
position of the second communication system. As mentioned
previously, the configuration module 610 may determine and
consider the position of the second communication system
(e.g., absolute position or position relative to the communi-
cation system 600) within a cell. Also for example, the con-
figuration module 610 may determine and consider the posi-
tion of the second communication system relative to
communication obstacles, signal barriers, interference
sources, multi-path opportunities, etc.

Also forexample, the configuration module 610 may deter-
mine and analyze antenna pattern information for at least one
of the first 600 and second communication systems, and
determine whether to utilize the first or second configuration
based, at least in part, on the antenna pattern information. In
a non-limiting exemplary scenario, the configuration module
610 may access and analyze antenna pattern information for
a particular communication beam to determine the gain char-
acteristics in the vicinity of the second communication sys-
tem. Inanother non-limiting exemplary scenario, the configu-
ration module 610 may access and analyze antenna pattern
information to determine whether a set of MIMO signals are
likely to reach the second communication system at a desir-
able signal strength.

Additionally for example, the configuration module 610
may determine and analyze position of communicating enti-
ties other than the communication system 600 and the second
communication system, and determine whether to utilize the
first or second configuration based, at least in part, on the
position of communicating entities other than the communi-
cation system 600 and the second communication system. As
mentioned previously, such communicating entities may, for
example, be sources of interference or may represent security
risks. The configuration module 610 may, for example, deter-
mine whether such communicating entities are currently
communicating. In a non-limiting exemplary scenario, a
communicating entity may be a significant source of noise
during business hours, and the configuration module 610 may
determine to utilize a beam-forming configuration with a
directional gain that minimizes interference from the com-
municating entity. In another non-limiting exemplary sce-
nario, the communicating entity may be in-line between the
communication system 600 and the second communication
system, and the configuration module 610 may determine to
utilize a MIMO configuration, since a beam-forming configu-
ration might magnify the interference from the communicat-
ing entity.

Further for example, the configuration module 610 may
determine whether the first configuration is preferable to the
second configuration based, at least in part, on multi-path
communication environment between the communication
system 600 and the second communication system. For
example and without limitation, a communication cell may
comprise a relatively urban portion and a relatively rural
portion (e.g., near the edge of a downtown district). In an
exemplary scenario where the second communication system
is near the relatively rural portion, the configuration module
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610 may determine to utilize a beam-forming configuration.
In another exemplary scenario where the second communi-
cation system is in the relatively urban portion (e.g., sur-
rounded by buildings in a relatively rich multi-path environ-
ment), the configuration module 610 may determine to utilize
a MIMO or MISO configuration.

Still further for example, the configuration module 610
may determine and analyze time-of-day information, and
determine whether to utilize the first or second configuration
based, at least in part, on the time-of-day information. As
mentioned previously, interference sources may be time-de-
pendent. Also for example, cell configuration and loading
may be time-dependent. Energy or power availability and/or
expected energy or power consumption may be time-depen-
dent. Overall communication plans or restrictions (e.g., FCC
restrictions) may be time-dependent. Generally, many of the
factors discussed herein may comprise time-dependent char-
acteristics, which the configuration module 610 may con-
sider.

The configuration module 610 may, for example, deter-
mine whether the first configuration is preferable to the sec-
ond configuration based, at least in part, on input received
from a user of at least one of the communication system 600
and the second communication system. For example and
without limitation, the configuration module 610 may receive
input from a user of either the communication system 600 or
the second communication system that mandates a particular
configuration. Also for example the configuration module
610 may receive input from a user that specifies a preferred,
but not mandated, configuration. The configuration module
610 may acquire user input information in real-time from a
user or may acquire user input information from a memory
device in which such information is stored.

Also for example, the configuration module 610 may deter-
mine whether the first configuration is preferable to the sec-
ond configuration based, at least in part, on a predetermined
communication profile associated with at least one of the
communication system 600 and the second communication
system. Such a predetermined communication profile may,
for example, comprise information as to which configuration
to use in a variety of scenarios. For example and without
limitation, a predetermined communication profile may
specify a configuration to utilize during particular time win-
dows. A predetermined communication profile may specify a
configuration to utilize for a particular second communica-
tion system or particular location of the second communica-
tion system.

For example, the configuration module 610 may determine
whether the first configuration is preferable to the second
configuration based, at least in part, on communication chan-
nel performance. Communication channel performance may,
for example, be determined by channel estimation, perfor-
mance prediction, performance monitoring, etc.

Further for example, the configuration module 610 may
determine and analyze MIMO (or MISO) capability of the
second communication system, and determining whether to
utilize the first or second configuration based, at least in part,
on the MIMO capability of the second communication sys-
tem. For example, the second communication system may
comprise no MIMO capability or only limited MIMO capa-
bility. In a non-limiting exemplary scenario, the second com-
munication system may comptise only order-2 MIMO capa-
bility, where the communication system 600 may comprise
order-4 MIMO capability. The configuration module 610
may then consider the relatively limited nature of the order-2
MIMO capability (e.g., relative to the order-4 MIMO capa-
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bility) when determining whether to utilize a beam-forming
configuration or a MIMO configuration.

Still further for example, the configuration module 610
may determine and analyze respective signal qualities for
communication utilizing the first and second configurations,
and determining whether to utilize the first or second configu-
ration based, at least in part, on the determined respective
signal qualities. For example, the configuration module 610
may determine expected signal strengths, signal-to-noise
ratios or data error rates for information communicated uti-
lizing various configurations, and determine to utilize the
configuration that corresponds to the lowest error rate or
highest S/N ratio.

Also forexample, the configuration module 610 may deter-
mine and analyze the need for a hand-off event, and determine
whether to utilize the first or second configuration based, at
least in part, on the need for a hand-off event. For example and
without limitation, communication hand-offs (e.g., between
access points, cellular base stations or different networks)
may be preferably executed using a particular configuration.
The configuration module 610 may determine to configure
the communication system 600 with the configuration that is
preferred for a particular hand-off.

In general, the configuration module 610 may determine
whether communicating with the second communication sys-
tem utilizing a plurality of antennas in a first configuration,
which comprises a beam-forming configuration, is preferable
to utilizing a plurality of antennas in a second configuration,
which comprises either of a MIMO or MISO configuration.
The previous examples represent a non-limiting set of
examples, which may be added to or combined. Accordingly,
the scope of various aspects of the present invention should
not be limited by characteristics of the previous specific
examples or by specific combinations of the previous specific
examples.

If the configuration module 610 determines that a beam-
forming configuration is preferable to a MIMO (or MISO)
configuration, then the configuration module 610 may con-
figure the communication system 600 to communicate with
the second communication system by utilizing a plurality of
antennas (e.g., at least a portion of the plurality of antennas
660-670) in a beam-forming configuration. The configuration
module 610 may, for example, utilize the beam-forming mod-
ule 616 to perform various aspects of communication in such
a beam-forming configuration. As explained previously, a
communication system may be configured in any of a variety
of beam-forming configurations, a non-limiting illustrative
example of which is generally shown at FIG. 3. For example
and without limitation, the configuration module 610 (e.g.,
operating in conjunction with the beam-forming module 616)
may share various functional characteristics with step 440 of
the exemplary method 400 illustrated in FIG. 4 and discussed
previously.

For example, the configuration module 610 may determine
characteristics of a desired communication beam. The con-
figuration module 610 may, for example, determine the posi-
tion of the second communication system and determine
communication beam characteristics (e.g., antenna gain,
radiation pattern or direction) desired for communication
between the communication system 600 and the second com-
munication system. The configuration module 610 may then,
for example, utilize the beam-forming module 616 (or por-
tions thereof) to encode and map signals, such that the signals
transmitted from a plurality of antennas (e.g., the plurality of
antennas 660-670) form a communication beam having the
desired radiation pattern and direction. The configuration
module 610 may also, for example, determine power at which
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to transmit respective signals from the plurality of antennas.
The configuration module 610 may thereby, for example,
focus transmission energy toward the second communication
system.

If the configuration module 610 determines that a MIMO
(or MISO) configuration is preferable to a beam-forming
configuration, then the configuration module 610 may con-
figure the communication system 600 to communicate with
the second communication system by utilizing a plurality of
antennas (e.g., at least a portion of the plurality of antennas
660-670)in a beam-forming configuration. The configuration
module 610 may, for example, utilize the MIMO module 614
to perform various aspects of communication in such a
MIMO configuration. As explained previously, a communi-
cation system may be configured in any of a variety of MIMO
configurations, non-limiting illustrative examples of which
are generally shown at FIGS. 1-2. For example and without
limitation, the configuration module 610 (e.g., operating in
conjunction with the MIMO module 614) may share various
functional characteristics with step 450 of the exemplary
method 400 illustrated in FIG. 4 and discussed previously.

For example, the configuration module 610 may utilize the
MIMO module 614 (or portions thereof) to perform MIMO
channel encoding and mapping to generate desired output
signals for a plurality of transceivers (e.g., at least a portion of
the plurality of transceivers 640-650) and associated antennas
(e.g., atleast a portion ofthe plurality of antennas 660-670) of
the communication system 600. Also for example, the con-
figuration module 610 may communicate MIMO training
information to the second communication system. The con-
figuration module 610 may perform such communication in
any of a variety of manners (e.g., temporarily utilizing a SISO
or beam-forming configuration to communicate such infor-
mation).

The previous exemplary operating scenario was presented
to provide specific examples of generally broader aspects of
the present invention. Accordingly, the scope of various
aspects of the present invention should not be limited by
particular characteristics of the exemplary operating sce-
nario.

In a second exemplary operating scenario, the configura-
tion module 610 may (e.g., utilizing the beam-forming mod-
ule 616 and/or the MIMO module 614) configure the com-
munication system 600 to utilize one of a first and second
multi-antenna configuration for a communication, wherein
the first configuration comprises a beam-forming configura-
tion and the second configuration comprises either of a
MIMO or MISO configuration. For example and without
limitation, the configuration module 610 (e.g., in conjunction
with the beam-forming module 616 and the MIMO module
614) may share various functional characteristics with step
515 of the exemplary method 500 illustrated in FIG. 5 and
discussed previously.

The communication system 600 may then, for example,
communicate a first portion of a communication with the
second communication system utilizing the established con-
figuration (e.g., a beam-forming configuration or a MIMO or
MISO configuration). The communication system 600 may,
for example and without limitation, share various functional
characteristics with step 517 of the exemplary method 500
illustrated in FIG. 5 and discussed previously. The commu-
nication system 600 may, for example, utilize a plurality of
transceivers (e.g., at least a portion of the plurality of trans-
ceivers 640-650) and associated antennas (e.g., at least a
portion of the plurality of antennas 660-670) to perform such
communication.



US 7,440,777 B2

17

As mentioned previously, acommunication may comprise
characteristics of any of a variety of types of communication.
For example and without limitation, a communication may
comprise a telephone call or a voice message. A communica-
tion may, for example, comprise audio, video, pictorial,
graphical, data or textual information. The scope of various
aspects of the present invention should not be limited by
characteristics of any particular type of communication.

The configuration module 610 may (e.g., utilizing the com-
munication condition monitor module 619), while communi-
cating the first portion of the communication, monitor com-
munication conditions to determine whether to communicate
with the second communication system utilizing the other
one of'the first and second configurations. The configuration
module 610 (e.g., in conjunction with the communication
condition monitor module 619) may share various functional
characteristics with step 520 of the exemplary method 500
illustrated in FIG. 5 and discussed previously.

For example, in an exemplary scenario where the configu-
ration module 610 configured the communication system 600
in a beam-forming configuration, and the communication
system 600 is communicating a first portion of a communi-
cation with the second communication system utilizing the
beam-forming configuration, the configuration module 610
may utilize the communication condition monitor module
619 to monitor communication conditions and process the
result of such monitoring to determine whether to communi-
cate with the second communication system utilizing a
MIMO (or MISO) configuration rather than the present
beam-forming configuration.

The communication conditions that the configuration
module 610 (e.g., the communication condition monitor
module 619) may monitor may include any of a variety of
conditions related to the communication of information. For
example and without limitation, such communication condi-
tions may comprise noise level, energy or power availability,
energy or power utilization, data rate, error rate, general com-
munication environment, system geographical position(s),
time, user input, type of data, etc.

In general, the configuration module 610 may, while com-
municating the first portion of the communication, monitor
communication conditions to determine whether to commu-
nicate with the second communication system utilizing a
different configuration. Accordingly, the scope of various
aspects of the present invention should not be limited by
characteristics of any particular communication condition,
manner of monitoring a communication condition, or manner
of determining to utilize a different configuration.

If the configuration module 610 determines to utilize a
different configuration to communicate with the second com-
munication system, then the configuration module 610 may
configure the communication system 600 to communicate
utilizing the different configuration. The configuration mod-
ule 610 (e.g., in conjunction with the MIMO module 614
and/or the beam-forming module 616) may, for example and
without limitation, share various functional characteristics
with step 540 of the exemplary method 500 illustrated in FIG.
5 and discussed previously.

In an exemplary scenario, where the configuration module
610 previously configured the communication system 600 in
a MIMO configuration (e.g., utilizing the MIMO module
614) for a first portion of a communication, the configuration
module 610 may configure the communication system 600 in
a beam-forming configuration (e.g., utilizing the beam-form-
ing module 616) for a second portion of the communication.
Inanother exemplary scenario, where the configuration mod-
ule 610 previously configured the communication system 600

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

in a beam-forming configuration for a first portion of a com-
munication, the configuration module 610 may configure the
communication system 600 in a MIMO configuration for a
second portion of the communication.

For example, the configuration module 610 may (e.g., uti-
lizing the MIMO module 614 and/or the beam-forming mod-
ule 616) re-encode and/or re-map signals to a plurality of
antennas (e.g., and associated transceivers) of the communi-
cation system 600. The configuration module 610 may also,
for example, communicate transitional information with the
second commurication system. Such transitional information
may, for example, comprise synchronization information to
indicate a point in the communication between the commu-
nication system and the second communication system at
which a configuration transition may occur (e.g., packet,
frame or time identifier). Such transitional information may
also, for example, comprise various MIMO or MISO training
information (e.g., to assist the communication systems in
decoding received information).

If the configuration module 610 determines to continue to
utilize the same configuration to communicate with the sec-
ond communication system, then the communication system
600 may continue to communicate with the second commu-
nication system utilizing the same configuration.

During communication with the second communication
system, the configuration module 610 may continue to moni-
tor and/or reconfigure the communication system 600 as
needed. For example, the configuration module 610 may
continue monitoring communication conditions to determine
which configuration to utilize for a third portion of the com-
munication or for a next communication.

The exemplary system 600 was presented to provide spe-
cific examples of generally broader aspects of the present
invention. Accordingly, the scope of various aspects of the
present invention should not be limited by particular charac-
teristics of the exemplary system 600.

The various components and/or modules of the exemplary
communication system 600 may be distributed or may be
integrated in various degrees of integration. For example and
without limitation, the configuration module 610 may be
integrated into a single integrated circuit. Also for example,
the plurality of transceivers 640-650 (or portions thereof)
may also be integrated with the configuration module 610 into
a single integrated circuit. Accordingly, the scope of various
aspects of the present invention should not be limited by
characteristics of a particular type or degree of system inte-
gration.

In summary, various aspects of the present invention pro-
vide a system and method for utilizing MIMO (or MISO) and
beam-forming capability in a multi-antenna communication
system. While the invention has been described with refer-
ence to certain aspects and embodiments, it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes may be
made and equivalents may be substituted without departing
from the scope of the invention. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the invention without departing from its
scope. Therefore, it is intended that the invention not be
limited to the particular embodiment disclosed, but that the
invention will include all embodiments falling within the
scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a communication system comprising a plurality of
antennas, a method of communicating with at least a second
communication system, the method comprising:

configuring the communication system to utilize as an

initial configuration one of a plurality of configurations
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comprising a first configuration and second configura-
tion, where the first configuration comprises a beam-
forming configuration utilizing a plurality of antennas of
the communication system to form a directional signal,
and the second configuration comprises either of a
MIMO or MISO configuration utilizing a plurality of
antennas of the communication system to communicate
using MIMO or MISO signals;

communicating a first portion of a communication with the

second communication system utilizing the initial con-
figuration:;

while communicating the first portion of the communica-

tion, monitoring communication conditions to deter-
mine whether to communicate with the second commu-
nication system utilizing a different configuration of the
plurality of configurations; and

ifitis determined to utilize the different configuration, then

communicating a second portion of the communication
with the second communication system utilizing the
different configuration.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising, if'it is deter-
mined to utilize the different configuration then communicat-
ing configuration transitional information to the second com-
munication system.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the configuration tran-
sitional information comprises MIMO or MISO training
information.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the configuration tran-
sitional information comprises information indicative of a
specific point in the communication between the communi-
cation system and the second communication system at
which a transition between the initial configuration and the
different configuration will occur.

5. The method of claim 1, where the communication sys-
tem is a portable communication system.

6. The method of claim 1, where the communication sys-
tem is a communication network access point.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring noise level.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring energy and/or power
availability.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring data rate.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring error rate.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring geographical posi-
tion.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring user input.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring communi-
cation conditions comprises monitoring data type.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on respective energy and/or
power consumption associated with utilizing the first and
second configurations.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on communication quality
level.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on desired data rate.
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17. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on geographical position.

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on a multi-path communica-
tion environment between the communication system and the
second communication system.

19. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on input received from a user
of the communication system and/or the second communica-
tion system.

20. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on signal quality.

21. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on a need for a hand-off.

22. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that one of the first and second configurations is preferable to
the other based, at least in part, on communication channel
performance.

23. A communication system capable of communicating
with a second communication system utilizing at least a por-
tion of a plurality of antennas, the communication system
comprising;

at least one module that operates to at least:

configure the communication system to utilize as an
initial configuration one of a plurality of configura-
tions comprising a first configuration and a second
configuration, where the first configuration comprises
a beam-forming configuration utilizing a plurality of
antennas of the communication system to form a
directional signal, and the second configuration com-
prises either of a MIMO or MISO configuration uti-
lizing a plurality of antennas of the communication
system to communicate using MIMO or MISO sig-
nals;

communicate a first portion ofa communication with the
second communication system utilizing the initial
configuration;

while communicating the first portion of the communi-
cation, monitor communication conditions to deter-
mine whether to communicate with the second com-
munication system utilizing a different configuration
of the plurality of configurations; and

if it is determined to utilize the different configuration,
then communicate a second portion of the communi-
cation with the second communication system utiliz-
ing the different configuration.

24. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to, if it is determined to utilize the
different configuration, communicate configuration transi-
tional information to the second communication system.

25. The communication system of claim 24, wherein the
configuration transitional information comprises MIMO or
MISO training information.

26. The communication system of claim 24, wherein the
configuration transitional information comprises information
indicative of a specific point in the communication between
the communication system and the second communication
system at which a transition between the initial configuration
and the different configuration will occur.

27. The communication system of claim 23, where the
communication system is a portable communication system.
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28. The communication system of claim 23, where the
communication system is a communication network access
point.

29. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor noise level.

30. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor energy and/or
power availability.

31. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor data rate.

32. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor error rate.

33. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor geographical
position.

34. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor user input.

35. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to monitor communication condi-
tions by, at least in part, operating to monitor data type.

36. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on respective energy and/or power consumption
associated with utilizing the first and second configurations.

37. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on communication quality level.

38. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
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and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on desired data rate.

39. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on geographical position.

40. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on a multi-path communication environment
between the communication system and the second commu-
nication system.

41. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on input received from a user of the communi-
cation system and/or the second communication system.

42. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on signal quality.

43. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on a need for a hand-off.

44. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module operates to determine that one of the first
and second configurations is preferable to the other based, at
least in part, on communication channel performance.

45. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module comprises a processor that operates to
execute software instructions stored in a memory.

46. The communication system of claim 23, wherein the at
least one module comprises a configuration module.



