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METHOD AND AFPPARATUS FOR REDUCING
THE EFFECTS OF SCINTILLATION AND
REJECTION OF CLUTTER IN MONOPULSE
RADARS

In a conventiona! monopulse radar, errors are intro-
duced in the measuring of targets due to scintillation.
Angular scintillation is produced whenever the target is
other than a point scatterer, i.e., where the target has a
spatial extent, particularly under weather conditions of
rain and snow. Additionally, since terrain and sea clut-
ter are widely distributed in the azimuth plane, the
measured angles of arrival from terrain and sea clutter
exhibit considerable scintillation.

The nature of the errors introduced by scintiilation
depends upon the source of the scintillation. In the case
of rain, snow, terrain or sea clutter, return signals from
such angularly spread complex targets exhibit extensive
scintillation as the target structure is widely distributed.
When the target is spatially extended and/or when the
target is a part of a spatially extended scattering array,
the indicated angle, Bg scintillates about the true posi-
tion of the target.

It is an object of this invention to provide a method
for reducing the angular errors due to scintillation.

It is a further object of this invention to provide an
improved circuit for reducing the effects of scintillation
in a monopulse radar system.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
method and apparatus for rejecting rain and snow in a
monopulse radar system.

It is an additional object of this invention to provide
a method and apparatus for separating isolated point
targets from angularly spread clutter sources.

It is a still further object of this invention to provide
a method and apparatus for identifying radio and televi-
sion towers, These objects, and others as will become
apparent hereinafter, are accomplished by the present
invention.

In a 2-horn monopulse radar the elevation off-
boresight angle, B, is given by the equation

cos ¢,

where Z is the vector sum of the signals in the two
horns, A is the vector difference of the signals in the two
horns and & is the vector angle between the I and A
signals at the intermediate frequency. In a 4-horn mono-
pulse radar the elevation off-boresight angle, 8, is given
by the equation

Ap
B = ilé_]” cos dEy.

where X is the vector sum of signals in the four horns,
AEL is the vector sum of the signals in the top two horns
minus the vector sum of the signals in the bottom two
horns and ¢g; is the vector angle between the ¥ and
Agr signals at the intermediate frequency. Similarly, the
azimuth off-boresight angle, 0, of a 4-horn monopulse
radar ts given by the equation

4,421

= T3

cos Pz,
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where X is the vector sum of the signals in the four
horns, A4z is the vector sum of the signals in the horns
on the left side minus the vector sum of the signals in the
horns on the right side and ¢,z is the vector angle
between the Z and A4z signals at the intermediate fre-
quency.

Monopulse radar signal processing generally devel-
ops the real part of the complex angle of arrival as the
tndicated angle of arrival of the target being tracked or
measured. The complex angle of arrival in the elevation
plane, 8, may, for example be written as:

B=Br+jB;

where 8r is the real part of the indicated elevation angle
to the target and 8; is the imaginary part of 8, i.e. the
part of the angle 8 which ts in phase quadrature. Simi-
larly, the complex angle of arrival of the azimuth plane,
8, may, for example, be written as:

0=0r+j0;

where 6z is the real part of the indicated azimuth angle
to the target and 8; is the imaginary part of 8, i.e. the
part of the angle & which is in phase quadrature. 87and
6y are normally not generated explicitly in monopulse
radars even though the information required to gener-
ate these signals is available in the radar returns re-
ceived at the antenna.

If the imaginary component, 8, of 8 is synthesized,
scintillation errors in 8g can be reduced on a pulse-by-
pulse basis by the criterion that |8;| be small in magni-
tude since radar returns from angularly spread targets
exhibit large imaginary components of angle of arrival
while point targets do not. If on a given pulse |8] is
large, the magnitude of the error between the corre-
sponding (same pulse) 8r and the true angular position
of the target array is likely to be large as well with the
result that the Bg data is unreliable. By the practice of
the present invention it is possible to sort the received
Br data for each and every range cell on a pulse-by-
pulse basis so that only the more reliable (] 8;] is small)
Br data are retained with the less useful (|Br] is large)
data gated out. The net result is that the processed data
set contains 8r measurements that are much more accu-
rate than the raw Br data set received by the monopulse
radar.

If, as in a 4-horn monopulse radar, both the imaginary
component 8y of 8 and the imaginary component 8; of
@ are synthesized, scintillation errors in 8g and 6z can
be reduced on a pulse-by-pulse basis by the criterion
that | 8] and |8,] be small. If on a given pulse ||
and/or |8;| is large, the magnitude of the errors be-
tween the corresponding (same pulse) 8g and/or 6g and
the true angular position of the target array are likely to
be large as well with the result that the 8z and/or 6z
data is unreliable. However, in the case of tall thin struc-
tures such as radio and television towers, the 8y signal
will be generally large and the @; signal will be gener-
ally small since the target will be distributed in the
elevation plane but will be of little extent in the azimuth
plane. Thus, one can “flag” or detect towers by requir-
ing B7to be larger than a preset threshold and 8 to be
less than a preset threshold, or, more simply, requiring
that 8 be large and that 8; be small.

Basically, the present invention provides a method of
and apparatus for reducing rain, sea and land clutter and
for reducing errors introduced by scintillation which



4,296,415

3

comprises means for and the steps of processing the
radar return signals to obtain a signal representing the
real part of the complex angle of arrival, processing the
radar return signals to obtain a signal indicative of the
imaginary part of the complex angle of arrival and gat-
ing the signal representing the real part of the complex
angle of arrival when the signal indicative of the corre-
sponding imaginary part of the complex angle of arrival
is such as to indicate an unacceptable level of scintilla-
ton.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the present invention
reference should now be had to the following detailed
description thereof taken in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1is a block diagram representation of a circuit
for generating a signal indicative of the imaginary part
of the complex angle of arrival in a 2-horn monopulse
radar system; and

FIG. 2 is a block diagram representation of a circuit
for generating a signal indicative of the imaginary part
of the complex angle of arrival in a 4-horn monopulse
radar system.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In a 2-horn monopulse radar system, as shown in
FIG. 1, the signals in the two horns are added vectori-
ally to produce a signal, Z, and are subtracted vectori-
ally to produce a signal, &, The Z and A signals are
obtained from a monopulse (2-channel) receiver (not
shown) with the intermediate frequency (IF) I signal
being transmitted via line 10 to a £ IF amplifier 14 and
the IF A signal being transmitted via line 12 to a A IF
amplifier 16. The amplified output of A IF amplifier 16
is transmitted via line 24 to provide a first input to phase
detector 26. The amplified output of the X IF amplifier
14 is transmitted via line 18 to amplitude detector 22 and
via lines 18, 19 and 20 to provide a second input to phase
detector 26. The cutput of amplitude detector 22,| 2|, is
transmitted via line 30 as the denominator input of di-
vider 34 and the output of phase detector 26, |A| cos ¢
where ¢ is the vector angle between the £ and A signals
at the intermediate frequency is transmitted via line 32
as the numerator input of divider 34. The output of the
divider 34,

. K|A|cos ¢

Br = T

where K is a scaling constant, is transmitted via line 36
and represents the indicated elevation angle conven-
tionally used.

The conventionally employed raw data represented
by 8r may be processed to reduce the effects of scintil-
lation so as to produce a more accurate target Jocation
and to reject clutter from angularly spread targets. The
output of A IF amplifier 16 is transmitted via lines 24
and 25 to 90° phase shifter 40. The output of 90° phase
shifter 40 is transmitted via line 42 to provide a first
input to phase detector 44 and the output of X 1F ampli-
fier 14 is transmitted via lines 18 and 19 1o provide 2
second input to phase detector 44. The output of phase
detector 44, |A] sin & is transmitied via line 46 to pro-
vide a first input to comparator 48 and the output of
amplitude detector 22, |Z] is transmitted via lines 3¢
and 31 1o provide a second input to comparator 48. The
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output of divider 34, Br, is transmitted via line 36 to
provide a first input to on-off gate 50 and the output of
comparator 48, 8/ {a logical gate signal, 1 or 0) which
is indicative of the magnitude of the imaginary part of
the complex angle of arrival, is transmitted via line 49 to
provide a second input to on-off gate 50. On-off gate 50
is in the “on” position when Br= Kg; where Kpyis a
value representing an acceptable degree of scintillation,
and on-off gate 50 is in the “off” position when
B1>Kpr Br is the gated, improved output of on-off
gate 50 and is delivered via line 52 to signal processing
devices (not shown).

In a 4-horn monopulse radar system, as shown in
FIG. 2, the signals in the four horns are added vectori-
ally to produce a signal, £, and the vector difference in
the azimuth and elevation planes are each added to
produce signals, Aqz and Agy, representing the vector
differences in the azimuth and elevation planes, respec-
tively. The 2, Agg and A4z signals are obtained from a
monopulse (4-channel) receiver (not shown) with the
intermediate frequency (IF)Z signal being transmitted
via line 110 to a = IF amplifier 116, the IF Agy signal
being transmitted via line 112 to AprIF amplifier 118,
and the 1F A,z signal being transmitted via line 114 to
A4zIF amplifier 120. The amplified output of X IF
amplifier 116 is transmitted via line 122 to amplitude
detector 128 and via lines 122, 123, 124, 125, 126 and 127
to provide first inputs to phase detectors 140, 141, 142
and 143. The amplified output of AgLIF amplifier 118 is
transmitted via line 129 to provide a second input to
phase detector 140 and via lines 129 and 130 to ¥
phase shifter 131. The output of 90° phase shifter 131 is
transmitted via line 132 to provide a second input to
phase detector 141. The amplified output of AqzIF
amplifier 120 is transmitted via line 134 to provide a
second input to phase detector 142 and via lines 134 and
135 to 90° phase shifter 136. The output of 90° phase
shifter 136 is transmitted via line 137 to provide a sec-
ond input to phase detector 143. The output of ampli-
tude detector 128, | X |, is transmitted via lines 145, 146
and 148 as the denominator input of dividers 155 and
159 and is transmitted via lines 145, 146, 147 and 149 as
a first input to comparators 157 and 161. The output of
phase detector 140, |AgL| cos gL where dgL is the
vector angle between the X and Agy signals at the inter-
mediate frequency, is transmitted via line 150 as the
numetator input of divider 155. The output of the di-
vider 155,

Kg|ApL|cos bgp
Br = =T
I

where Kg is a scaling constant, is transmitted via lines
163 and 164 to provide a first input, representing the
indicated elevation angle conventionally used, to on-off
gates 180 and 182. The output of phase detector 141,
|Agr| sin ¢py is transmitted via line 151 to provide a
second input to comparator 157. The output of compar-
ator 157, 8*. (a logical gate signal, ! or 0) which is
indicative of the magnitude of the imaginary part of the
complex elevation angle of arrival, is transmitied via
lines 166 and 167 to provide a second input to on-off
gate 180 and to provide an input to comparator 174.
The output of phase detector 142, | A4 z| cos ¢z where
&4z 1s the vector angle between the T and A 4zsignals at
the intermediate frequency, is transmitted via line 152 to
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provide the numerator input of divider 159. The output
of the divider 159,

Ko|lAqz|cos byz

6 = 5

where Kg is a scaling constant, is transmitted via line
168 to provide a second input, to on-off gate 182, The

output of phase detector 143, | A4z| sin ¢ 4z, is transmit- 0

ted via line 153 to provide a second input to comparator
161. The output of comparator 161, 87*, (a logical gate
signal, 1 or 0) which is indicative of the magnitude of
the imaginary part of the complex azimuth angle of
arrival, is transmitted via line 170 to provide an input to
comparator 176. A reference signal is supplied to com-
parator 174 via line 171 and the output of the compara-
tor 174 is supplied via line 177 as a third input to gate
182. Similarly, a reference signal is supplied to compara-
tor 176 via line 172 and the output of the comparator
176 is supplied via line 178 as a fourth input to gate 182.
The gating criteria for gate 182 can be varied depending
upon the requirements. To flag a tower, the 8g and 8z
data which is the gated, improved output of gate 182
delivered via lines 190 and 192, respectively, to signal
processing devices (not shown), would be passed
through gate 182 only if 8;ZKgrand 8;=<Kg,. If, how-
ever, one wishes to reject signals from rain or snow, the
requirements would be that 8;=Kg;and that 8;=Kg;,.
To reduce the scintillation from terrain returns one
would require that 8;=Kg;and no 8 gating. To select
point targets in clutter one would require that Br=Kg;
and that 8;= Kg;which are the same requirements as for
rain or snow rejection.

Although preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention have been illustrated and described, other
changes will occur to those skilled in the art. As an
example, instead of gating the Bg data based upon the
B7* signal, one could also perform a statistical analysis
of the B;signal (such as mean o etc.) to decide if the
radar returns are in error or from angularly spread
clutter targets. Also, modifications may be made in the
circuitry as by replacing comparator 48 with a divider.
It is therefore intended that the scope of the present
invention is to be limited only by the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

We claim:

1. A method for processing radar return signals in a
four horn monopulse radar system for reducing rain, sea
and land clutter, for reducing errors due to scintillation
and for identifying tall, narrow structures having a
much greater angular extent in the elevation plane than
in the azimuth plane including the steps of:

processing the radar return signals to obtain signals
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representing the real part of the complex angle of 55

arrival in the elevation and azimuth planes;

applying a first set of thresholds and processing the
radar return signals to obtain signals indicative of
the imaginary part of the complex angle of arrival
in the elevation plane;

applying a second set of thresholds and processing
the radar return signals to obtain signals indicative
of the imaginary part of the complex angle of ar-
rival in the azimuth plane;

processing the signals representing the real part of the
complex angle of arrival in response to the thre-
sholded signals indicative of the imaginary part of
the complex angle of arrival whereby clutter and

65

6

errors due to scintillation may be reduced and tall,
narrow structures may be identified.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein tall, narrow struc-
tures will be identified from the radar return signals
when the imaginary part of the complex angle of arrival
in the elevation plane is greater than the first set of
thresholds and the imaginary part of the complex angle
of arrival in the azimuth plane is less than the second set
of thresholds.

3. A circuit for processing radar return signals in a
four horn monopulse radar system for reducing rain, sea
and land clutter, for reducing errors due to scintillation
and for identifying tall, narrow structures having a
much greater angular extent in the elevation plane than
in the azimuth plane including;:

means for processing radar return signals to obtain

signals representing the real part of the complex
angle of arrival,

means for applying threshold levels and for process-

ing radar return signals to obtain thresholded sig-
nals indicative of the imaginary part of the complex
angle of arrival;

means for processing the signals representing the real

part of the complex angle of arrival in response to
the thresholded signals indicative of the imaginary
part of the complex angle of arrival whereby clut-
ter and errors due to scintillation may be reduced
and tall, narrow structures may be identified.

4. A circuit for reducing rain, sea and land clutter and
the errors introduced into radar return signals due to
scintillation in a two horn monopulse radar system in-
cluding:

first means for receiving and amplifying a first signal

representing the vector sum of the signals in the
two horns;

second means for receiving and amplifying a second

signal representing the vector difference of the
signals in the two horns;

amplitude detector means for receiving the amplified

first signal and producing an output signal;

first phase detector means for receiving the amplified

first signal as a first input and the amplified second
signal as a second input and producing an output
signal;
divider means for receiving the output signal of the
amplitude detector means as a first input and the
output signal of the first phase detector means as a
second input and producing a signal representing
the real component of the complex angle of arrival;

phase shifting means for receiving as an input the
amplified second signal and producing an output
signal;

second phase detector means for receiving as a first

input the amplified first signal and as a second input
the output signal of the phase shifting means and
for producing an output signal;

means for receiving the output signal of the amplitude

detector as a first input and the output of the sec-
ond phase detector and as a second input and for
producing an output signal indicative of the imagi-
nary component of the complex angle of arrival;
gating means for gating the signal representing the
real component of the complex angle of arrival in
response to the signal indicative of the correspond-
ing imaginary component of the complex angle of
arrival whereby each and every range cell of the
recetved real part of the complex angle of arrival is
sorted on a pulse-by-pulse basis so that only the
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more reliable data is retained which results in the
producing of a more accurate target location and
the reduction of clutter returns from angularly
spread complex targets.

5. A circuit for processing radar return signals in a

four horn monopulse radar system for reducing rain, sea
and land clutter, for reducing errors due to scintillation
and for identifying tall, narrow structures having a

much greater angular extent in the elevation plane than

in the azimuth plane including:

first means for receiving and amplifying a first signal
representing the vector sum of the signals in the
four horns;

second means for receiving and amplifying a second
signal representing the vector difference in the
elevation plane;

third means for receiving and amplifying a third sig-
nal representing the vector difference in the azi-
muth plane;

amplitude detector means for receiving the amplified
first signal and producing an output signal;

first phase detector means for receiving the amplified
first signal as a first input and the amplified second
signal as a second input and producing an output
signal;

first divider means for receiving the output signal of
the amplitude detector means as a first input and
the output signal of the first phase detector means
as a second input and producing a signal represent-
ing the real component of the complex angle of
arrival in the elevation plane;

first phase shifting means for receiving as an input the
amplified second signal and producing an output
signal;

second phase detector means for receiving as a first
input the amplified first signal and as a second input
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the output signal of the first phase shifting means
and for producing an output signal;

third phase detector means for receiving as a first
input the amplified first signal and the amplified
third signal as a second input and producing an
output signal;

second phase shifting means for receiving as an input
the amplified third signal and producing an output
signal;

fourth phase detector means for receiving as a first
input the amplified first signal and as a second input
the output signal of the second phase shifting
means and for producing an output signal;

second divider means for receiving the output signal
of the amplitude detector means as a first input and
the output signal of the third phase detector means
as a second input and producing a signal represent-
ing the real component of the complex angle of
arrival in the azimuth plane;

first comparator means for receiving the output signal
of the amplitude detector means as a first input and
the output signal of the second phase detector
means as a second input and producing an output
signal indicative of the imaginary component of the
complex angle of arrival in the elevation plane;

second comparator means for receiving the output
signal of the amplitude detector means as a first
input and the output signal of the fourth phase
detector means as a second input and producing an
output signal indicative of the imaginary compo-
nent of the complex angle of arrival in the azimuth
plane; and

means for processing the output signals of the first
and second divider means responsive to the output
signals of the first and second comparator means
whereby clutter and errors due to scintillation may
be reduced and tall, narrow structures may be iden-
tified.

* * * * *



