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CLUTTER FILTER USING A MINIMUM NUMBER
OF RADAR PULSES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to clutter
filters, and more particularly to an improved clutter
filter for rejecting multiple clutter types in a moving
target indication (MTTY) radar.

A radar return usually contains both the target signal
and a clutter signal. The clutter signal arises from reflec-
tions from stationary background objects which usually
are much stronger than the target signal. This unwanted
clutter, however, can be discriminated against by use of
a clutter filter. This type of filter operates on the princi-
ple that a moving target has a Doppler irequency shift,
but the stationary clutter signal has none. There are two
ways to design such a clutter filter. The first way is to
design a filter which divides the Doppler frequency
space into two regions—a stop-band region and a pass-
band region. By properly choosing the width and loca-
tion of the filter’s stop-band regions, one can effectively
eliminate the clutier noise to an acceptable level. This
type of filter is generally referred to as an MTI canceler.
The second type is a filter which divides the Doppler
frequency space into many regions. Each filter output
responds to one of these narrow bands. This type of
filter is generally referred to as a Doppler filter and is
formed by a FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) network.
This filter not only can be used to discriminate against
the unwanted clutter, it can also be used to resolve the
target Doppler frequency and provide improvement
against noise. However, in many practical cases, neither
of these two types of filter is adequate. For example, if
the radar returns contain moving clutter of different
types, each having a different Doppler frequency char-
acteristic, it is evident that a simple MTI canceler
would not be enough to achieve the required clutter
rejection level. Theoretically, this type of clutter may
be handled by a multiple-band (FFT) filter. However,
due to the limitation of sidelobe level, a Doppler filter
usually has a low improvement factor. Sometimes, this
improvement factor may not be enough to reject a
strong clutter signal. To alleviate this problem, it has
been proposed that a multiple-stage filter connected in
cascade be used. For example, the paper “Technical
Note 1972-14” 1972, pp. 1-16, by R. McAulay dis-
closes that one may use a MTI canceler followed by a
Doppiler filter. Or, one may use several stages of MTI
cancelers. Each stage is used for filtering a particular
type of clutter.

In a radar system, the number of pulses to be used for
coherent filtering is always limited due to the data rate,
the requirement of frequency agility and other consider-
ations. However, in general, the proposed multiple-
stage filter requires many radar pulses because the total
number of pulses required is approximately equal to the
sum of the number of pulses required in each stage.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore one object of the present invention to
provide an improved clutter filter.

It is another object of the invention to improve a
clutter filter by reducing the number of pulses required
for operation of a multiple-stage filter system without
affecting the performance thereof.

The objects of the present invention are achieved in
an improved clutter filter by reducing by (N—1) the
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number of input pulses required for operation of an
N-pulse MTI canceler when L.>N consecutive filtered
outputs are desired.

In an illustrative embodiment of the invention, the
clutter filter comprises the two channels of an MTI
canceler which weight and sum the in-phase and quad-
rature-phase components of N radar returns and a pair
of delay circuits which introduce a delay of N inter-
pulse time periods to the N and subsequent in-phase and
quadrature-phase components of the radar returns. The
stored output of the cancelers and the consecutive out-
puts of the delay circuits are combined in a complex
multiplier to generate the consecutive in-phase and
quadrature-phase outputs of the filter. The clutter filter
has utility in a multiple-stage filter system employing a
Doppler filter as its last stage.

In another embodiment of the invention, a second
stage of filtering is added to the circuit previously de-
scribed.

The foregoing as well as other objects, features and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description when
taken in conjunction with the appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block schematic diagram of a first embodi-
ment of the clutter filter of this invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of the complex
multiplier.

FIG. 3 is a block schematic diagram of a second
embodiment of the clutter filter of this invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Before entering into the detailed description of one
embodiment of the present invention according to the
accompanying FIG. 1 of the drawing, the theory of the
present invention will be explained in detail hereinafter.

Consider, for example, a conventional coherent pulse
radar transmitting a train of pulses with a fixed inter-
pulse time period of T. The return from one range reso-
lution cell can be represented as

Sn=5, exp[f(2wnfT)] (€8]
where f is the target Doppler frequency, s, the ampli-
tude of the return signal and n the subscript for the nth
return.

It will be assumed that the target and clutter signals
vary at random and slowly in comparison to the radar
sampling time. In other words, during the time interval
in which the radar pulses are transmitted and received,
the returns, except for a constant Doppler frequency
shift, remain unchanged. This may be justified by con-
sidering that the radar return consists of reflections
from a large number of small individual scatterers. Each
scattering point may move randomly, but the target or
clutter also moves as a whole at a certain velocity
which yields a constant Doppler frequency. The phase
and amplitude of the scattered return signals is the ex-
pected value of the contribution of each of the large
number of point scatterers. Since these point scatterers
vary slowly in comparison to the radar sampling time
and are assumed statistically stationary, the returns on
the average maintain a constant amplitude and a con-
stant Doppler frequency.
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In the prior art, as exemplified by FIG. 2 of U.S. Pat.
No. 3,797,016 issued Mar. 12, 1974 to R. G. Martin, an
N-pulse MTT canceler is used to reject stationary clutter
by canceling the components of the returns at zero
"Doppler frequency. In operation, N consecutive re-
turns, i.e., Sy, Sy, S2. .. Sy, are weighted and summed

to provide a first output

Si(h Ns!
: E)

N~=1
20 ¢y exp (27 #/T)]
n=

2)
Sy

If

where c, is the weight applied for each of the N returns
Sy, and s, is normalized to unity. The ¢, 's are taken to
be real such that c,= A, so that equation (2) can be
rewritten as:

N-1 (&)
SN = EO AnSy’ + J'Sn())

n

where
S,,]: cos (2mnfT)

S$,2=sin (2nfT)

In the equation, the first summation term (cosine term)
represents the output of the I (in-phase) channel, while
the second summation term (sine term) represents the
output of the Q (quadrature-phase) channel and is im-
plemented as two identical channels. The set of coeffici-
ents A, is selected such that the output at zero Doppler
frequency f=0, t.e., |.S1(0)|2, is minimized. As explained
above, this type of filter cannot achieve the required
clutter rejection level when the radar returns include
moving clutter having non-zero Doppler frequencies.
Accordingly, it has been proposed that the returns be
further filtered by providing the consecutive filtered
outputs of the MTI canceler to a Doppler filter having
a Fourier transform network. The Doppler filter re-
solves the returns into a plurality of Doppler frequency
components so that frequency components correspond-
ing to clutter can be stopped. An exemplary Doppler
filter is disclosed at p. 422 of the text “Radar Design
Principles” by F. E. Nathanson, McGraw Hill, 1969. In
general, in order to obtain L Doppler frequency compo-
nents, L consecutive outputs of the form

N1
Sul) = IIEO

+

nSnim

=5 cpexpl2a(n + om - /7]
n=0

must be obtained from the N-pulse MTI canceler and
applied to the Doppler filter. Here m is the subscript for
the mth output and varies from 1 to L. The first output
is given by equation (2) above. It is assumed that L is an
integer greater that N. For example, consider a 3-pulse
canceler (N=3) followed by a Doppler filter having 8
frequency components (L= 8). Then, § successive out-
puts of the form S,,(f) must be obtained from the 3-pulse
canceler and applied to the Doppler filter. The first
output S(f) is obtained by weighting and summing
returns O, 1, 2. The second output Sy(f) is obtained by
weighting and summing returns 1, 2, 3. The eighth out-
put Sy(f) is obtained by weighting and summing returns
7, 8, 9. Since N returns are required to generate each
output S,,(f) of the N-pulse MTI canceler, the total
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number of returns required to generate the L outputs is
N-+L—1. In the above example, the total number of
returns required is 34+8—1=10.

According to the present invention, an improved
clutter filter has been developed to be used, in place of
the MTT canceler of the prior art, in cascade with the
Doppler filter such that L outputs of the form S,,,(f) can
be obtained from only L returns. This permits the num-
ber of pulses required to generate the L outputs to be
reduced by (N—1). In the above example, the improved
clutter filter used in place of the MTI canceler of the
prior art provides eight successive outputs of the form
Sm(f) from returns 0, 1, 2, . ... 7, so that the total num-
ber of pulses required for operation of the multiple stage
filter is only 8 i.e., two less than required by the N-pulse
canceler.

In understanding the structure of the invention, it is
noted that the radar returns S, are all identical except
that they differ by a constant phase angle. Therefore the
(m— D)th return differs from the Oth return only by a
constant phase angle exp j[2m(m— ){T]. Accordingly,
one can rewrite equation (4) inthe form

’ N—1 6)
Sl = exp Y27 (mn — 1yT]} - ZO ¢y exp [Qm ]
n=

It will be readily appreciated that the first factor on the
right hand side of equation (6) is just the representation
of the {m— I)th return, and the second factor on the
right hand side of equation (6) is just the weighted sum
of the first N returns (as expressed in equation (2)
above). Thus, L outputs of the form S, (f) can be ob-
tained by multiplying each of the first L returns by the
weighted sum of the first N returns. In the above exam-
ple, 8 outputs of the form S,(f) can be obtained by
multiplying each of the returns 0, 1, 2, .... 7, by the
weighted sum of returns 0, 1, 2.

In terms of the I and Q channels of the radar returns,
equation (6) becomes

N—1 A I
Sulf) = (S,In -1+ /-51(7)1 R n§0 A Syl + jSa)

!
= [Sm

®
N-1 N—1

1 z A,,S,,I - S% ot z AnSnQ +
n=0 n=0

N=1
/ [SIQI ”i() .-{,,S”Q]

= [Sm(/)]! +J [Smm]Q (9)

N—-1
1" = A,,S,,I + S,l,, -1t
=0

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a block schematic
diagram of a first embodiment of the improved clutter
filter of the invention as would be used in cascade with
a conventional Doppler filter and which digitally imple-
ments equation (8). A series of phase-detected radar
returns in digital form is received at input terminals 11
and 13. The radar returns are represented as digital
inputs S,/, S,,€ which in turn represent the I (in-phase)
and O (quadrature-phase) components of the radar re-
turns. Not shown is a circuit for providing the inputs
Sif, S4€. Such a circuit may conveniently comprise a
conventional quadrature hybrid circuit to split the radar
returns into their I and Q components, and a pair of
analog-to-digital (A/D) converters to convert the I and
Q components to digital form.
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Canceling means which may comprise the two chan-
nels 15 and 17 of a canceler of the type shown in FIG.
2 of the above-referenced U.S. Pat. No. 3,797,016
weights and sums the phase-detected radar returns.
First and second switching means, which may comprise
respective pairs of switches SW 1, SW 3 and SW 2, SW
4, selectively couple the canceler channels 15 and 17 to
the input terminals 11 and 13 or to store means which
may comprise registers 19 and 21. In operation, the
switches SW 1 and SW 3 are closed during the receipt
of N consecutive returns to feed the phase-detected
components of the radar returns to the canceler chan-
nels 15 and 17, and opened thereafter. The switches SW
2 and SW 4 are opened during the receipt of the N
consecutive returns, and are closed thereafter for a
short interval (of the order of half an interpulse time
period) to feed the outputs of the canceler channels 15
and 17 to the registers 19 and 21.

Each canceling means (e.g., 15) is composed of delay
means, which may comprise N cascaded delay lines 35
(or N cascaded delay lines 37) for introducing succes-
sive delays to the phase-detected radar returns equal to
one interpulse time period T; multiplying means, which
may comprise multipliers 27 (or 29) for multiplying
each of the successively delayed returns by selected
coefficients Ag to Ay_1; and summing means, which
may comprise adders 31 (or 33) for summing the multi-
plied returns.

The phase-detected radar returns received at the
input terminals 11 and 13 are also coupled to delay
means, which may comprise delay circuits 39 and 41,
for introducing a delay of NT to each of the returns.
The registers 19 and 21 and the delay circuits 39 and 41
are each coupled on lines 43, 45, 47, 49 respectively, to
a conventional complex multiplier 51 which is shown in
detail in FIG. 2. The complex multiplier 57 consists of
four real multipliers 53, 55, 57, 59 a subtractor 61, and an
adder 63. Real multiplier 53 receives inputs from regis-
ter 19 and delay circuit 39. The output of this unit is
connected to one input of the subtractor 61 which has
its other input connected to real multiplier 55 which
receives its inputs from register 21 and delay circuit 41.
The output of the subtractor on line 65 is the I (in-phase)
output of the clutter filter. Real multiplier 59 receives
inputs from register 19 and delay circuit 41. The output
of this unit is connected to one input of adder 63 which
has its other input connected to real multiplier 57 which
receives its inputs from register 21 and delay circuit 39.
The output of the adder on line 67 is the Q (quadrature-
phase) output of the clutter filter. When connected as
shown, the devices form a circuit which digitally imple-
ments equation (8) to provide L outputs of the form
Spn(f) from only L returns, i.e., with (N —1) less pulses
then required by an N-pulse canceler.

Referring to FIG. 3, there is shown a second embodi-
ment of the improved clutter filter of the invention
wherein a second stage of filtering has been added to
the circuit of FIG. 1. As shown, first and second switch-
ing means, which may comprise respective pairs of
switches SW 1, SW 3, and SW 2, SW 4, selectively
couple the canceler channels 15 and 17 of the first stage
to nodes 12 and 14 or to the registers 19 and 21. The I
and Q outputs of the complex multiplier 51 are coupled
on leads 65 and 67 to the second-stage canceling means,
which may comprise canceler channels 15' and 17". This
canceling means differs from the corresponding element
of the first stage in the number, Ny, of the delay lines 35
and 37’, and the selected coefficients B, to By -1 of the
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multipliers 27" and 29'. Third and fourth switching
means, which may comprise respective pairs of
switches SW’(, SW'3and SW;', SWy' selectively couple
the pair of nodes 12 and 14 to the input terminals 11 and
13, or the cancelers 15" and 17’ to store means, which
may comprise registers 19’ and 21'. Delay means, which
may comprise delay circuits 69 and 71, is coupled to the
input terminals 11 and 13 for introducing a delay of
(N+N1T to each return. The delay circuits 45 and 47,
and the registers 19’ and 21’ are each coupled to a com-
plex multiplier 51" of the type shown in FIG. 2.

In operation, switches SW;’ and SW3' are closed
during the receipt of (N+Nj) consecutive returns to
feed the returns to the switch means of the first stage,
and are opened thereafter. Switches SW3’ and SW4' are
opened during the receipt of the (N+N/) consecutive
returns and are closed thereafter for a short interval (of
the order of half an interpulse time period) to feed the
output of the canceler channels 15’ and 17’ to the regis-
ters 19’ and 21'. When constructed as shown, the de-
vices form a circuit which provides L outputs for appli-
cation to a Doppler filter from only L returns i.e., with
(N+Ni—2) less pulses than required by an N-pulse
canceler and an Nj-pulse canceler in cascade.

Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of
the present invention are possible in light of the above
teachings. For example, to cancel the clutter in each
stage of the clutter filter one can use the digital Doppler
compensation scheme described in commonly assigned
U.S. Pat. No. 4,035,799 issued July 12, 1977 to J. K.
Hsiao. It is therefore to be understood that, within the
scope of the appended claims, the invention may be
practiced otherwise than as specifically described
herein.

What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. A clutter filter using a minimum number of radar
pulses, comprising: .

input means for receiving a series of phase-detected

radar returns in digital form, the radar returns hav- .
ing a fixed interpulse time period;

canceling means for weighting and summing N of the

phase-detected radar returns to cancel clutter sig-
nals, where N is an integer;

store means;

first switching means for connecting the canceling

means to the input means during receipt of the N
returns and disconnecting the canceling means
from the input means thereafter;

second switching means for disconnecting the cancel-

ing means from the store means during receipt of
the N returns and connecting the canceling means
to the store means for an interval less than the
interpulse time period thereafter;

first delay means coupled to the input means for in-

troducing a delay equal to N interpulse time peri-
ods to each of the phase-detected radar returns; and

a complex multiplier connected to the store means

and to the first delay means for generating more
than N filtered outputs with (N —1) less pulses than
required by an N-pulse canceler.

2. The clutter filter recited in claim 1 wherein the
canceling means includes:

second delay means coupled to the switching means

for introducing successive delays equal to the fixed
interpulse time period to the N phase-detected
radar returns;
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multiplying means coupled to the second delay means
for multiplying the successively delayed N phase-
detected radar returns by selected coefficients; and

summing means coupled to the multiplying means for
summing the multiplied N phase-detected radar 5
returns.

3. A clutter filter using a minimum number of radar

pulses, comprising;:

input means for receiving a series of phase-detected
radar returns in digital form, the radar returns hav-
ing a fixed interpulse time period;

first canceling means for weighting and summing N
of the phase-detected radar returns to cancel clut-
ter signals, where N is an integer;

first store means;

a pair of nodes;

first switching means for connecting the first cancel-
ing means to the pair of nodes during receipt of the
N returns and disconnecting the first canceling
means from the pair of nodes thereafter;

second switching means for disconnecting the first
canceling means from the first store means during
receipt of the N returns and connecting the first

_ canceling means to the first store means for an 5
interval less than the interpulse time period thereaf-
ter;

first delay means coupled to the pair of nodes for
introducing a first delay equal to N interpulse time
periods to each of N+N of the phase-detected 3q
radar returns, where NN is an integer;

a first complex multiplier connected to the first store
means and the first delay means for generating N
outputs;

second canceling means coupled to the first complex 35
multiplier for weighting and summing the N, out-
puts of the first complex multiplier;

second store means;

third switching means for connecting the pair of
nodes to the input means during receipt of N+N; 40
returns and disconnecting the pair of nodes from
the input means thereafter;
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fourth switching means for disconnecting the second
canceling means from the second store means dur-
ing receipt of N-+Nj returns and connecting the
second cancelling means to the second store means
for an interval less than the interpulse time period
thereafter;

second delay means coupled to the input means for
introducing a delay equal to (N+Nj) interpulse
time periods to each of the phase-detected radar
returns; ’

a second complex multiplier connected to the second
store means and to the second delay means for
generating more than (N+Nj) filtered outputs
with (N+N;—2) less pulses than required by an
N-pulse canceler and an Nj-pulse canceler in cas-
cade.

4. The clutter filter recited in claim 3 wherein the first

canceling means includes:

third delay means coupled to the first switching
means for introducing successive delays equal to
the fixed interpulse time period to the N phase-
detected radar returns;

mulitiplying means coupled to the third delay means
for multiplying the successively delayed N phase-
detected radar returns by selected coefficients; and

summing means coupled to the multiplying means for
summing the multiplied N phase-detected radar
returns.

5. The clutter filter recited in claim 3 wherein the

second canceling means includes:

third delay means coupled to the first complex multi-
plier for introducing successive delays equal to the
fixed interpulse time period to the N outputs of the
first complex multiplier;

multiplying means coupled to the third delay means
for multiplying the successively delayed N out-
puts of the first complex multiplier by selected
coefficients; and

summing means coupled to the multiplying means for
summing the Nj outputs of the first complex multi-

plier.
* * * * *




