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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR FILTERING
CLUTTER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to clutter filtering
and particularly to ground clutter filtering for dual-polariza-
tion weather radar systems.

BACKGROUND

Weather radar systems currently perform ground clutter
filtering at locations indicated by predetermined ground clut-
ter maps. The current filtering procedure operates on powers
ofa Doppler spectral component and comprises the following
steps: rank-ordering power spectral coefficients to assess
spectral noise and clutter statistics, modeling of an expected
ground clutter return, removing spectral coefficients identi-
fled as clutter, and fitting a Gaussian curve to replace removed
coeflicients with the goal of reconstructing weather contribu-
tion. The current ground clutter filtering procedure is inad-
equate for dual-polarization weather radar systems. Dual-
polarization weather radar systems sense the atmosphere
using horizontally and vertically polarized waves and there-
fore obtain two sets of data compared to the one set in legacy
systems. The differences and correlations between the hori-
zontal and vertical returns provide information about the
shape and scattering properties of illuminated media, which
are used for echo classification. These differences and corre-
lations are expressed in terms of dual-polarization variables.
Several dual-polarization variables, including differential
phase and co-polar correlation coefficient cannot be esti-
mated from powers and instead must be estimated from com-
plex-valued radar returns. Because existing ground clutter
filters operate on powers and not on complex-valued coeffi-
cients some dual-polarization variables cannot be deter-
mined. One method for recovering the dual polarization vari-
ables involves notching a portion of the spectra that has been
identified to have a clutter contribution and estimating pola-
rimetric variables from the remaining spectral coefficients.
However, this approach cannot be used if clutter width is large
and if there is a significant overlay between clutter and
weather contributions in a Doppler spectral component.
Notching also introduces an undesirable bias since only a
portion of the spectra can be processed. Improvements to
existing systems for performing ground clutter filtering are
thus desired.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a radar system in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a clutter filtering
process in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3A is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3B is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3C is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3D is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3E is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.
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FIG. 3F is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3G is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3H is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating a spectral coefficient
refilling process in accordance with an exeniplary embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG.5A is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 5B is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectral com-
ponent in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 5C is a graph illustrating an exemplary spectrum in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the present exem-
plary embodiments of the invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

Referring to FIG. 1, a block diagram is shown illustrating a
radar system 100 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the invention. The radar system 100 includes a radar
transmitter/receiver 110, a radar data acquisition module 120
and a system control module 130. The system control module
130 may include a signal processing module 131 and a clutter
filter module 132. By way of example only, the transmitter/
receiver may be an S-Band dual-polarization radar. The data
acquisition module 120 will receive signals from the radar
transmitter/receiver 110 and transform them into complex-
valued radar time series data to be passed on to system control
module 130. The system control module 130 is responsible
for routing the radar time series data to the signal processing
module 131, which transforms data to a form to be passed on
to the clutter filter module 132. The signal processing module
131 is also capable of receiving output data from the clutter
filter module 132 and generating radar variable data such as,
but not limited to, reflectivity, velocity, spectral width, differ-
ential phase, co-polar correlation and differential reflectivity.
The clutter filter module 132 is responsible for identifying
and filtering ground clutter data.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a flow diagram is shown illustrat-
ing a process 200 for performing ground clutter filtering. At a
first step labeled as 210, horizontal and vertical polarization
data signals are collected by the radar transmitter/receiver
110, preprocessed and sampled by the radar data acquisition
module 120, and routed to the signal processing module 131
of the system control module 130. The horizontal and vertical
polarization data sequences are generated in the radar data
acquisition module 120 by uniformly sampling the response
from a series of horizontally and vertically polarized pulses
transmitted by the radar transmitter/receiver. By way of
example only, ten or more pulses may be transmitted having
pulse widths of approximately 1.57 microseconds (us) and
dwell times of approximately 50 milliseconds (ms). The pro-
ceeding steps may be applied to all data samples or only to
data samples indicated by a conventional clutter map. At a
next step labeled as 220, a spectral decomposition process is
carried out by first applying a windowing function, such as a
Blackman window, to each of the sampled data sequences.
The spectral decomposition process proceeds by converting
each of the windowed horizontal and vertical data sequences
to a spectral domain representation by applying a Fast Fourier
Transform (FFT) to each of the sequences. The vertical and
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horizontal spectral domain representations are further
decomposed into real-valued and imaginary-valued spectral
components.

Referring now to FIG. 3A, an exemplary spectral compo-
nent 300 of a vertical or horizontal spectra is shown that
illustrates one of the decomposed spectra generated at step
220 of FIG. 2. The spectral component 300 may be the real or
imaginary spectral component of either the vertical or hori-
zontal spectral component. As shown, the exemplary spectral
component 300 has oscillatory properties which would be
destroyed if the spectral component exposed in powers and if
conventional linear interpolation or a Gaussian fit were
applied.

Referring back to FIG. 2, at a next step labeled as 230 the
signal processing module 131 first passes the real and imagi-
nary spectral components of the vertical and horizontal spec-
tra to the clutter filter module 132. The clutter filter module
132 performs ground clutter identification to determine
which spectral coefficients of the horizontal and vertical spec-
tra have a ground clutter contribution. Spectral coefficients
determined to contain clutter will be referred to as confirmed
coeflicients. By way of example only, determination of which
spectral coefficients are affected by clutter may be carried out
by performing phase-based ground clutter identification such
asthatdisclosed in S. Bachmann, “Phase-Based Clutter Iden-
tification in Spectra of Weather Radar Signals,” IEEE Geosci.
and Remote Sens. Let., 5(3), 2008, pp. 487-491, incorporated
herein by reference. Determining which spectral coefficients
are affected by clutter may alternatively be carried out by
other spectral ground clutter identification methods, such as
using a current Gaussian model based spectral ground clutter
filter to identify the clutter width. An additional step of com-
paring the dc power to the mean power of the spectral coef-
ficients that are suspected of being contaminated by clutter
need also be carried out to dismiss or confirm the detection of
clutter. When the mean power of the confirmed coefficients is
higher than the dc power, clutter may not be present and
vice-versa.

Referring now to FIG. 3B, the exemplary spectral compo-
nent 300 of FIG. 3A is shown having a sequence of positive
spectral coefficients including those labeled as 310a, 3105,
310c, 3104, 310e, 310/ and a sequence of negative spectral
coefficients including those labeled as 320a, 3205, 320c,
3204, 320e, 320f. As discussed with regard to step 230 of
process 200, a subset of spectral coefficients may be identi-
fied to have a ground clutter contribution. Box 330 shows
such an exemplary set of confirmed coefficients including
those labeled as 310c¢, 3104, 320c and 3204.

Referring again to FIG. 2, after the spectral coeflicients
having a clutter contribution have been identified, process
200 proceeds at step 240 where the clutter filter module 132
performs a spectral coefficient refilling procedure. In tradi-
tional systems the confirmed spectral coefficients would be
either notched or their powers would be interpolated with a
Gaussian fit. Since only a portion of the spectral component
remains after notching, a bias is introduced. Since only pow-
ers are used for Gaussian interpolation, the phase information
needed for polarimetric variables estimation is lost. The pro-
ceeding refilling procedure advantageously avoids this bias
and loss of information by modifying the data in such a way
as to retain the statistical properties of the series of spectral
coeflicients unaffected by clutter.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a flow diagram is shown illustrat-
ing a process 400 for performing spectral coefficient refilling.
The process 400 is carried out by the clutter filter module 132
for each of the spectral coefficients of both the real and
imaginary components of the horizontal and vertical spectra
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that have been confirmed to have been contaminated by clut-
ter. At a first step labeled as 410, a spectral coefficient con-
firmed to have a clutter contribution is first selected. Ata next
step labeled as 420 two spectral coefficients located a prede-
termined number of positions away from the confirmed coef-
ficient selected at step 410 are then chosen. By way of
example only, the predetermined number may be an even
number such as two or four. The selection of the predeter-
mined number is dependent on the number of values in the
sequence and the window weighting function. The process
proceeds at step 430 where the magnitude of the confirmed
coeflicient selected at step 410 is replaced with the magnitude
of the minimum valued (in magnitude) of the two spectral
coeflicients chosen at step 420. It is to be understood that the
sign of the confirmed coefficient is not changed. The refilling
process 400 is repeated, as indicated by line 440, for each of
the confirmed coefficients for each of the real and imaginary
spectral components of the vertical and horizontal spectra.
Each of the confirmed coefficients for each of the real com-
ponents of the vertical and horizontal spectra is replaced by
the following equation:

Re(S;=min[Re(S; ),Re(S;12)]

In the above equation S represents the set of confirmed
coefficients for one of the real spectral components of the
vertical and horizontal spectra and k may have the value of 1
or 2 depending on the number of values, N, in the sequence
and the window weighting function. By way of example only,
k may have the value 2 if N is greater than 50 and if a
Blackman window is used.

Each of the confirmed coefficients for each of the imagi-
nary spectral components of the vertical and horizontal spec-
tra are similarly replaced by the following equation:

Im(S;y=min[im(S;_5;),Im(S;, )]

Referring now to FIG. 3C, an exemplary process of refill-
ing a first confirmed coeflicient 310¢, in a series of confirmed
coeflicients, is shown in accordance with the spectral com-
ponent 300 of FIG. 3A. In the exemplary refilling step, two
spectral coefficients 310a and 310e are selected that are
located two positions away from the confirmed coefficient
310c. The magnitudes of the coefficients 3104 and 310¢ are
then compared to determine which magnitude is smaller (e.g.
310q). Finally, the magnitude of the confirmed coefficient
310¢ is then refilled, as indicated by arrow 340, with the
magnitude of the spectral coefficient 310a.

Referring now to FIGS. 3D, 3E and 3F, an iterative process
of refilling the remaining confirmed coefficients of the spec-
tral component 300 of Figure A is illustrated. FIG. 3D shows
the replacement of the magnitude of confirmed coefficient
320¢ with the magnitude of confirmed coefficient 320q. FIG.
3E shows the replacement of the magnitude of confirmed
coefficient 3106 with the magnitude of confirmed coefficient
310e. FIG. 3F shows the replacement of the magnitude of
confirmed coefficient 3204 with the magnitude of confirmed
coeflicient 3207

Referring again to FIG. 2, process 200 proceeds at step 250
by performing a smoothing of the refilled confirmed coeffi-
cients for the real and imaginary spectral components of the
vertical and horizontal spectra. By way of example only, the
clutter filter module 132 carries out the smoothing procedure
by performing a three-point running average for each of the
refilled confirmed coefficients. For each of the refilled con-
firmed coefficients the three points used in the three-point
running average calculation are determined to be the points
nearest to the confirmed coefficient in the sequence having
the same sign. In other words, a three-point smoothing is
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carried out separately across the positive set of confirmed
coeflicients and the negative set of confirmed coefficients.

Referring now to FIG. 3G, an exemplary ground clutter
filtered spectral component 360 is shown. As illustrated in
FIG. 3G a three-point running average is carried out across
the positive and negative sets of confirmed coefficients. In
particular, F1IG. 3G illustrates a snapshot of the exemplary
three-point running average calculation where two windows
350¢ and 3505 encapsulate a set of three positive and three
negative spectral coeflicients respectively. Each of these win-
dows 350q and 3505 continues to move across the series of
spectral coefficients until all of the confirmed coeflicients
have been interpolated.

Referring now to FIG. 3H, an exemplary smoothed spectral
component 370 is shown. As discussed, the spectral compo-
nent 370 will be generated for the real and imaginary com-
ponents of each of the vertical and horizontal spectra. Upon
completion of the smoothing step, the real and imaginary
spectral components are combined to form a complex-valued
spectrum. Dual polarization radar variables such as differen-
tial phase and co-polar correlation may be generated from the
clutter-filtered horizontal and vertical complex-valued spec-
tra. Legacy radar data variables such as reflectivity, velocity
and spectral width as well as additional dual-polarization
variables such as differential reflectivity may be also gener-
ated after first constructing the two power spectra from the
clutter-filtered horizontal and vertical complex-valued spec-
tral data.

Referring now to FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B and FIG. 5C, exem-
plary real and imaginary components of a complex-valued
spectrum are shown as well as the complex spectrum from
which they are derived. The real and imaginary spectral com-
ponents are derived from the complex-valued spectrum 530
of FIG. 5C which is shown as a dashed line prior to clutter
filtering. The real component of the spectrum 530 is labeled as
510 in FIG. 5A. The real component 510 of the spectrum is
indicated by a dashed line prior to clutter filtering and as a
solid line after clutter filtering. The imaginary component of
the spectrum 530 is labeled as 520 in FIG. 5A. The imaginary
component 520 is also indicated by a dashed line prior to
clutter filtering and as a solid line after clutter filtering. The
real spectral component 510 and imaginary spectral compo-
nent 520 of the spectrum 530 have been contaminated by
clutter, as indicated by the sections labeled as 512 and 522,
respectively. As shown, the contemplated clutter filtering pro-
cedure clearly reduces this clutter contamination. In FIG. 5C,
the exemplary complex-valued spectrum 530 is shown as a
dashed line prior to application of the contemplated clutter
filtering procedure and has significant clutter contamination
as indicated by the area labeled 532. The real and imaginary
spectral components, 510 and 520, are derived from this
complex valued spectrum 530 and as discussed, the contem-
plated clutter filtering procedure is carried out on each of
these spectral components. The complex valued spectrum
530is shownas asolid line after the spectral components have
been filtered and recombined. As shown, the contemplated
clutter filtering procedure clearly reduces clutter contamina-
tion.

In the exemplary embodiments, the process of clutter fil-
tering is applied to both vertical and horizontal polarization
spectra that are associated with dual-polarization radar. How-
ever, it is noted that the exemplary clutter filtering process is
not limited to dual-polarization radar systems and may be
applied to radar systems having a single polarization or mul-
tiple polarization channels. In particular the disclosed spec-
tral coefficient modification process may be applied to exist-
ing single-polarization systems.

Those of ordinary skill will appreciate that the various
illustrative modules and steps described in connection with
the embodiments disclosed herein may be implemented as
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electronic hardware, computer software, or combinations of
both. The various illustrative steps have been described gen-
erally in terms of their functionality. Those of ordinary skillin
the art will recognize the interchangeability of hardware and
software under these circumstances, and how best to imple-
ment the described functionality for each particular applica-
tion. As examples, the various illustrative modules and steps
described in connection with the embodiments disclosed
herein may be implemented or performed witha digital signal
processor (DSP), an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other
programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic,
discrete hardware components, a conventional program-
mable software module and a processor, or any combination
thereof designed to perform the functions described herein.
The processor may be a microprocessor, any conventional
processor, controller, microcontroller, programmable logic
device, array of logic elements, or state machine. The soft-
ware module could reside in RAM memory, flash memory,
ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM memory, hard
disk, a removable disk, a CD, DVD or any other form of
storage medium known in the art. An exemplary processor is
may be coupled to the storage medium so as to read informa-
tion from, and write information to, the storage medium. In
the alternative, the storage medium may be integral to the
processor.

In further embodiments, those skilled in the art will appre-
ciate that the foregoing methods can be implemented by the
execution of a program embodied on a computer readable
medium. The medium may comprise, for example, RAM
accessible by, or residing within the device. Whether con-
tained in RAM, a diskette, or other secondary storage media,
the instructions may be stored on a variety of machine-read-
able data storage media, such as a conventional “hard drive”,
magnetic tape, electronic read-only memory (e.g., ROM or
EEPROM), flash memory, an optical storage device (e.g.,
CD, DVD, digital optical tape), or other suitable data storage
media.

While the foregoing invention has been described with
reference to the above-described embodiments, various
modifications and changes can be made without departing
from the spirit of the invention. Accordingly, all such modi-
fications and changes are considered to be within the scope of
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of filtering clutter comprising:

determining a plurality of spectral coefficients from a
received radar return signal, each of said received spec-
tral coefficients having a magnitude value, one or more
of said plurality of received spectral coefficients having
been contaminated by clutter;

selectively replacing the magnitude of one or more of said
one or more clutter-contaminated spectral coefficients
with a magnitude of another of said plurality of received
spectral coefficients that has not been contaminated by
clutter to form a modified plurality of spectral coeffi-
cients having reduced clutter modulation.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

selecting one of said clutter-contaminated spectral coeffi-
cients;

selecting firstand second spectral coefficients that have not
been contaminated by clutter;

determining a replacement magnitude equal to a minimum
value of the magnitudes of said first and said second
spectral coefficients unaffected by clutter;

replacing the magnitude of said selected clutter-contami-
nated spectral coefficient with said replacement magni-
tude.
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3. The method claim 2, wherein said spectral coeflicients
form a data stream of spectral coefficients and wherein said
first selected spectral coefficient unaffected by clutter appears
downstream of said clutter-contaminated spectral coefficient
and said second selected spectral coefficient unaffected by
clutter appears upstream of said clutter-contaminated spectral
coefficient.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said first and said second
selected spectral coeflicients unaffected by clutter are located
an even number of positions away from said clutter-contami-
nated spectral coefficient.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

smoothing said modified plurality of spectral coeflicients

by applying a three-point running average to each of a
positive and a negative portion of said replaced spectral
coefficients.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

identifying the one or more of said plurality of spectral

coefficients contaminated by clutter.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said identifying is
carried out by phase-based clutter identification or by clutter-
map based clutter identification.

8. The method of claim 7, further comptrising:

confirming said spectral coefficient clutter identification

by comparing a mean power of said clutter-contami-
nated spectral coefficients with a dc power of said spec-
tral component.

9. A computer readable medium having a computer read-
able program code embodied therein, said computer readable
program code adapted to be executed to implement a method
for filtering clutter, said method comprising:

determining a plurality of spectral coefficients from a

received radar signal, each of said spectral coefficients
having a magnitude value, one or more of said plurality
of received spectral coefficients having been contarni-
nated by clutter;

selectively replacing the magnitude of one or more of said

one or more clutter-contaminated spectral coeflicients
with a magnitude of another of said plurality of received
spectral coefficients that has not been contaminated by
clutter to form a modified plurality of spectral coeffi-
cients having reduced clutter modulation.

10. The computer readable medium of claim 9, further
comprising:

selecting one of said clutter-contaminated spectral coeffi-

cients;

selecting a first and second spectral coefficients that have

not been contaminated by clutter;

determining a replacement magnitude equal to a minimum

value of the magnitudes of said first and said second
spectral coefficients unaffected by clutter;

replacing the magnitude of said selected clutter-contami-

nated spectral coefficient with said replacement magni-
tude.

11. The computer readable medium of claim 10, wherein
said spectral coefficients form a data stream of spectral coef-
ficients and wherein said first selected spectral coefficient
unaffected by clutter appears downstream of said clutter-
contaminated spectral coefficient and said second selected
spectral coefficient unaffected by clutter appears upstream of
said clutter-contaminated spectral coefficient.

12. The computer readable medium of claim 11, wherein
said first and said second selected spectral coefficients that
have not been contaminated by clutter are located an even
number of positions away from said clutter-contaminated
spectral coefficient.
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13. The computer readable medium of claim 12, further
comprising;

smoothing said modified spectral coefficients by applying
a three-point running average to each of a positive and a
negative portion of said replaced spectral coefficients.

14. The computer readable medium of claim 9, further
comprising;

identifying the one or more of said plurality of spectral
coefficients contaminated by clutter.

15. The computer readable medium of claim 14, wherein
said identifying is carried out by phase-based clutter identi-
fication or by clutter-map based clutter identification.

16. The computer readable medium of claim 15 further
comprising;

confirming said spectral coefficient clutter identification
by comparing a mean power of said clutter-contami-
nated spectral coefficients with a dc power of said spec-
tral component.

17. A system for filtering clutter comprising:

a dual-polarization radar adapted to receive a radar signal
having a horizontal polarization spectral component and
a vertical polarization spectral component, each of said
horizontal and said vertical polarization spectra having a
real component and an imaginary component;

a clutter filtering module adapted to:

a) indentify a plurality of spectral coefficients in each of
said real and said imaginary components of said hori-
zontal and said vertical polarization spectral component
having a clutter contribution; and

b) selectively replace a magnitude of each of said identified
spectral coefficients with a magnitude of another of said
plurality of spectral coefficients that has not been con-
taminated by clutter to form a modified plurality of
spectral coefficients having reduced clutter modulation.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein said clutter filtering
module is further adapted to smooth said replaced spectral
coefficients by applying a running average to each of a posi-
tive and a negative portion of said replaced spectral coeffi-
cients.

19. The system of claim 17, further comprising;

a signal processing module adapted to calculate one or
more radar variables from said replaced spectral coeffi-
cients, said radar variables selected from one of: differ-
ential phase and co-polar correlation.

20. A method of filtering clutter comprising:

receiving a radar signal having a spectral component with
a sequence of spectral coeflicients, one or more of said
spectral coefficients identified as having been affected
by clutter;

modifying said clutter-affected spectral coefficients in
such a way as to preserve the statistical properties of a
remaining number of spectral coefficients not substan-
tially affected by clutter;

wherein the modified sequence of spectral coefficients has
reduced clutter modulation.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein said modifving fur-
ther comprises replacing one or more of said one or more
clutter-affected spectral coefficients with a magnitude of one
of said one or more spectral coefficients that has not been
affected by clutter.

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising:

determining a radar variable based on said modified spec-
tral component, said radar variable selected from one of:
differential phase and co-polar correlation.
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