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1
CLUTTER FILTERING

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of commonly-assigned
PCT/SE2004/000077, filed on Jan. 23, 2004 and is a continu-
ation in part of commonly-assigned U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 10/557,466, filed on Nov. 18, 2005 now U.S. Pat. No.
7,573,419. The entire contents of these applications are incor-
porated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The technical field relates to a method for differentiating
echoes from valid radar targets of interest from targets of no
interest as well as disturbances considered as clutter.

BACKGROUND

A desire to be able to distinguish targets from clutter has
always has been an objective with radar sensors. Traditionally
this has been based on the fact that the velocity of a moving
target will be different from background disturbances such as
present clutter. Clutter echoes may, for instance, result from
small gradients in a surrounding medium like air or a sur-
rounding water surface. Therefore different Doppler filters
have been developed to solve this task.

Thus, all present solutions generally seem to be based on
the Doppler signal information extracted from received echo
signals. However typical solutions oftoday utilise coded long
pulses, for instance using a binary phase code or spread
spectrum signals operating at large receiver bandwidths.
Some of these signals resemble signal noise or clutter signals
or a jamming signal source.

Such broadband signal radar signals generally do not
exhibit a pronounced carrier, which means that a regular
velocity filtering can not take place using ordinary Doppler
methods. However, with new broadband radar systems there
will be further possibilities to measure other echo parameters
and to construct filters which, for instance, may directly filter
out reflections from objects having metallic surfaces and
separate those for example from those targets with generally
non-metallic surfaces.

SUMMARY

Clutter filtering of broadband radar signals is performed by
obtaining a measure of the impedance of an echo target. A
distance resolution is then selected, and a power spectrum is
calculated for the necessary transmitting signal. Further, a
target area profile p(t) is estimated by utilising a correlation
between the radiated signal and the received signal in form of
a convolution. The target impedance thereafter is calculated
as a function of time using the relation

1+ p(7)

0T

where 7, is the impedance of free space. Thereafter, by means
of the achieved impedance characterising the echo of the
target, the target can be filtered out.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example radar system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example step of procedures for imple-
menting clutter filtering.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, for purposes of explanation
and non-limitation, specific details are set forth, such as func-
tional entities, techniques, etc. in order to provide an under-
standing of the described technology. It will be apparent to
one skilled in the art that other embodiments may be practiced
apart from the specific details disclosed below. In other
instances, detailed descriptions of well-known methods,
devices, techniques, etc. are omitted so as not to obscure the
description with unnecessary detail. Individual functions are
shown in blocks in the figures. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that the functions of those blocks may be imple-
mented using individual hardware circuits, using software
programs and data in conjunction with a suitably pro-
grammed microprocessor or general purpose computer, using
applications specific integrated circuitry (ASIC), and/or
using one or more digital signal processors (DSPs).

FIG. 1 illustrates an example radar system for detecting a
target. The radar system includes conventional transmission,
reception, and processing circuitry. As indicated above, new
broadband radar systems open up possibilities for measuring
also other parameters, for example an indication of imped-
ance of the targets and then constructing filters which filter
out, for instance, reflections from metallic objects (Z=0).

To simplify calculations, suppose a bandwidth limited
broadband noise signal having an average value equal to zero
in accordance with:

8(t)=s1(2)-c08(2-7- fo )-8 (t)-sin(2-7-£o2) 1
where s, (t) and s,(t) are two Gaussian noise processes and f,,
is the centre frequency. Gaussian noise has a large amplitude
variation, which means that an amplitude-limited transmitter
will be ineffectively used. Phase modulated noise of the type
s(t)=cos [w,t+0(t)] having some suitable statistical distribu-
tion may therefore in practice be more preferable. Equation
(1) may then alternatively be written:

st)=A(1)-cos [2:7-f o 1+4(2)] 2)

The envelope function A(t) is Rayleigh distributed and
given by:

A(l):\/slz(l)+sQZ(l)

The phase function ¢(t) is equally distributed over the
interval [-m, xt], and given by:

@)

SQ(U] @

- tant| 22
o= [
We also may represent the signal in a complex analytical
form according to:

1 ) . 5
(0 = 5 - Ise0)- 2707 530 €7 2707] ®)

Supposethat the radar station is stationary and transmits an
ergodic wave form s(t) with an average value of zero. Ergodic
theory can best be described as the statistical and qualitative
behaviour of measurable group and semi-group action on a
measurable space possessing a non-negative measure. (Er-
godic theory has its origins in the work of Boltzman in sta-
tistical mechanics problems where time- and space-distribu-
tion averages are equal) This adoption simplifies the
calculations, but implies still no limitation. A moving radar
station having the velocity v implies that time is scaled
according to t(t)=t,+2-v-v/c,. The received signal from the
reflection profile p(t) for the distance 0 to R, can be written
according to:
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where ¢, is the velocity of light and n(t) represents additive
noise and possible disturbances. The reflection profile p(t)
lies within the unity circle in the complex plane and repre-
sents the sum of all subset reflections within the resolution
cell. For a resolution cell for instance constituting a mix of air
and metal the reflection profile p(t) will be a sum of contri-
butions having a reflection coefficient of 0 and -1, respec-
tively. Thus, the resulting reflection coefficient will be posi-
tioned along the line between 0 and -1.

According to the theory of ergodic processes, r(t) also
becomes stationary and ergodic. Therefore time correlation
may be utilised to approximate the cross correlation between
a time delayed copy of the conjugate of the transmit signal
s*(t-C) and the received signal 1(t) according to:

gr(t, )= M

2 Ryax T

T 2Rue ,
fif e p({)-s(l—g’)-s*([—r)-dg’-dt+f7z_n(t)-s*(l—r)-dt
-zv0 -3

where T represents the correlation of the integration interval.
For a large T the second term in Eq. (7) will go towards zero
since n(t) is not correlated to the transmit signal s(t). This
gives:

Z',Lim (8)

g(0) = rhiigT(’) = fo O Q) plr=0)- AL = p() @ pl7)

@ symbolises a convolution. Besides it is valid that:
©)

r
p(r) = %Ln;f;s(t)-s*(t—r)- di
2

where p(t) is the auto correlation function of the radiated
noise signal s(t). It comes from Eq. (8) that the received signal
is the convolution between the reflection profile and the auto
correlation function of the radiated signal. Thus the distance
resolution is given by the auto correlation function p(t) of the
transmit signal, which depends on the bandwidth of the trans-
mit signal and the form of its power spectrum P(w). There is
a simple relation between the auto correlation function p(t) of
the signal and its power spectrum P(w), since these two
expressions form a pair of Fourier transforms:

Pw) = fp(‘r)-e’j'“/'r- dr

- f P(w)- &7 - dw

a0

Consequently it is possible to select a distance resolution
p(t) and calculate the power spectrum P(w) for the necessary
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4

transmit signal. A convolution in the time domain then cor-
responds to a multiplication in the frequency domain. There-
fore the target area profile p(t) can be estimated according to:

11

(Fle@ly -y Flgio)]
o= e = )

and the impedance as a function of time (distance) can be
calculated according to:

12

where Z,~(l1,/€,)""” is the impedance of free space (120-n
or =377 ohms). The time T can be recalculated into distance R
according to:

(13)

As already mentioned, metallic objects are characterised
by p=-1 and Z=0. Thus, a target having another typical reflec-
tion coeflicient and impedance can be filtered out in the same
way as in the example with metallic objects. However it
should be noted that the reflection coefficient of each indi-
vidual resolution cell represents the sum of all partial reflec-
tions within the cell. In practice a threshold value represent-
ing a certain distance from the origin of coordinates need to be
exceeded in order to obtain a detection of the impedance of an
echo. The angle within the complex plane for the detection
concerned decides the phase of the sum of partial reflection
within the resolution cell. For instance a dominating metallic
contribution will result in an angle close to -x.

Generally it is valid that the impedance for an object is
given by its conductivity o, dielectric constant € and the
permeability p according to:

Jrw- e fho
Z(w, o, &, ) = m
v .

The detection of metallic objects is extremely simple since
the frequency dependency of Eq. (14) vanish as —Z(w, 0, €,,
1,)=0.

FIG. 2 illustrates in flowchart form example procedures for
clutter filtering broadband radar signals. The distance resolu-
tion and power spectrum are selected for transmitting a sig-
nal. The target area profile is then estimated. A target imped-
ance is calculated, and the target is filtered out using that
target impedance.

Filtering the target impedance using this approach permits
echoes from a metallic target to be extracted even in a situa-
tion with a stationary target against a stationary background
clutter. A standard Doppler detection would not be able to
distinguish the target from the background clutter in this
situation.

For further separation of an achieved target impedance
from another detected impedance, other conventional filter-
ing methods may be used, which are well known to a person
skilled in the art.

(14)
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5

Although various embodiments have been shown and
described in detail, the claims are not limited to any particular
embodiment or example. None of the above description
should be read as implying that any particular element, step,
range, or function is essential such that it must be included in
the claims scope. The scope of patented subject matter is
defined only by the to claims. The extent of legal protection is
defined by the words recited in the allowed claims and their
equivalents. No claim is intended to invoke paragraph 6 of 35
USC §112 unless the words “means for” are used.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for creating a tool for clutter filtering of
broadband radar signals by obtaining a measure of an imped-
ance of a target, wherein the method comprises the steps of:

selecting a distance resolution (p(t));

calculating a power spectrum (P(w)) for a necessary trans-

mit signal;

estimating a target area profile (p(t)) by using a correlation

(g(t)) between a radiated signal and received signal,
calculating a target impedance Z(t) as a function of time
using a relation

where 7, is the impedance of free space; and

filtering out the target using the target impedance.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

calculating the correlation (g(t)) between the radiated sig-
nal and received signal as a convolution of the target area
profile (p(v)) and the distance resolution (p(t)).

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

recalculating the time (t) into distance (R) using the fact
that R=c,t-14, where ¢, is the velocity of light.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

visualizing an angle of the target impedance being the sum
of partial reflections within a resolution cell using a
complex presentation plane,

wherein a dominating metallic contribution of the detected
target echo results in an angle close to .

5. A radar system comprising:

means for selecting a distance resolution (p(t));

means for calculating a power spectrum (P(w)) for a nec-
essary transmit signal;

means for estimating a target area profile (p(t)) by using a
correlation (g(t)) between a radiated signal and received
signal;

means for calculating a target impedance Z(t) as a function
of time using a relation
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where 7, is the impedance of free space; and
a filter for filtering out the target using the target imped-
ance.
6. The radar system according to claim 5, further compris-
ing:
means for calculating the correlation (g(t)) between the
radiated signal and received signal as a convolution of
the target area profile (p(v)) and the distance resolution
(D)
7. The radar system according to claim 5, further compris-
ing:
means for recalculating the time () into distance (R) using
the fact that R=c,-t-V4, where ¢, is the velocity of light.
8. The radar system according to claim 5, further compris-
ing:
means for visualizing an angle of the target impedance
being the sum of partial reflections within a resolution
cell using a complex presentation plane,

wherein a dominating metallic contribution of the detected
target echo results in an angle close to —.
9. A radar system comprising:
processing circuitry configured to perform the following:
select a distance resolution (p(t));
calculate a power spectrum (P(w)) for a necessary trans-
mit signal;
estimate a target area profile (p(t)) by using a correlation
(g(t)) between a radiated signal and received signal;

calculate a target impedance Z(t) as a function of time
using a relation

1 +p(7)

=2

where Z, is the impedance of free space, and

a filter for filtering out the target using the target imped-
ance.

10. The radar system according to claim 9, wherein the
processing circuitry is further configured to calculate the
correlation (g(t)) between the radiated signal and received
signal as a convolution of the target area profile (p(t)) and the
distance resolution (p(T)).

11. The radar system according to claim 9, wherein the
processing circuitry is further configured to recalculate the
time (T) into distance (R) using the fact that R=c,t-'%, where
¢, 18 the velocity of light.

12. The radar system according to claim 9, wherein the
processing circuitry is further configured to visualize an angle
of the target impedance being the sum of partial reflections
within a resolution cell using a complex presentation plane,

wherein a dominating metallic contribution of the detected

target echo results in an angle close to —.
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