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[57] ABSTRACT

A broadband receiver for converting an input radio
frequency signal into output pulses includes provision
for expanding the width of the output pulses (50) to
permit pulse processing by conventional equipment at
slower processing rates. A scanning local oscillator (42)
frequency modulates the input signal to create a fre-
quency modulated signal which is compressed into a
pulse by a dispersive delay line (40). The width of the
output pulse is increased by producing 2 mismatch or
differential in the frequency versus time slopes (52, 54)
of the oscillator and dispersive delay line. The slope
differential is achieved by a function generator (58, 68)
which maintains the frequency versus time slope of the
scanning local oscillator at a value different than that
produced by the dispersive delay line.

13 Claims, 10 Drawing Figures
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COMPRESSIVE RECEIVER HAVING PULSE
WIDTH EXPANSION

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention broadly relates to broadband
receivers, particularly of microwave frequency, and
deals more specifically with a compressive receiver of
the type which compresses an input radio frequency
signal into a narrow pulse.

BACKGROUND ART

Compressive receivers, sometimes referred to as mi-
croscan receivers, are broadband devices primarily
_ operating in the microwave frequency range and are
often employed to intercept any of various types of
signals such as radar and communication signals in a
dense signal environment.

Compressive receivers use a dispersive delay line
(DDL.) for compressing into a narrow pulse a frequency
modulated (FM) signal which is generated from an
input radio frequency (RF) signal. A fast sweeping local
oscillator (SLOY) is employed to convert the input signal
into an FM signal. By measuring the positions of the
output pulses in the time domain, the frequency of the
input signal can be obtained.

The DDL possesses an inherent differential delay
time and frequency separation or bandwidth. The time-
bandwidth product of a DDL is the differential delay
time multiplied by the bandwidth. The time-bandwidth
product is an important characteristic which determines
the processing gain of a compressive receiver. The
differential delay time is related to the frequency resolu-
tion of the receiver, and the bandwidth of the DDL is
related to the input bandwidth and the probability of
intercept of the receiver.

The SLO possesses a frequency versus time slope
which matches that of the DDL in amplitude but is
opposite in sign. An RF input signal with constant fre-
quency is converted to a linear FM signal at the output
of a mixer in which the input signal is combined with
the frequency sweep generated by the SLO. This signal
is often modified by a weighting filter and is then com-
pressed in the time domain into a pulse at the output of
the DDL. A detector is employed to sense the ampli-
tudes of the output pulses from the DDL, and deter-
mines the relative positions of the pulses in the time
domain.

The width of the output pulses limits the use of wide-
band compressive receivers to those applications where
high speed circuitry is available for processing the rela-
tively narrow output pulses. In the past, in order to
process the narrow output pulses, it has been necessary
to employ video pulse stretching circuitry to increase
pulse width or other high speed phased clocking cir-
cuitry to handie the short pulses.

The present invention is directed to eliminating the
need for the special processing circuitry mentioned
above by providing a system for increasing the width of
the output pulses.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention, a system is pro-
vided for converting an input radio frequency signal
into an output pulse in which the width of the output
pulse is increased to permit pulse processing by slower
speed, conventional circuits. The input radio frequency
signal is mixed with a sweep of frequencies from a scan-
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ning local oscillator having a frequency versus time
slope s), thereby producing a frequency modulated
signal. The frequency modulated signal is delayed by a
dispersive delay device having a frequency versus time
delay slope of s;, thereby producing the compressed
pulse. In prior techniques, the slopes sy and s; are nor-
mally equal in magnitude but opposite in sign. How-
ever, in accordance with the present invention, a differ-
ential is created between the slopes sy, s2, which in turn
results in expansion of the pulse by the dispersive delay
device and a corresponding increase in the width of the
output pulse. In the preferred form of the invention, the
frequency versus time slope differential is created by
altering the slope of the frequency sweep produced by
a scanning local oscillator. The slope alteration may be
achieved using a function generator which controls the
frequency versus time characteristics of the scanning
local oscillator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a typical prior art com-
pressive receiver; .

FIG. 2 is a waveform of an output puise produced by
the prior art compressive receiver shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a waveform of the frequency sweep pro-
duced by the scanning local oscillator forming part of
the prior art compressive receiver of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a compressive receiver
baving pulse width expansion which forms the pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a waveform of the expanded output pulse
produced by the compressive receiver shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a waveform of the frequency sweep pro-
duced by the scanning local oscillator of the receiver of
FIG. 4, the frequency versus time slope of the pulse
compressor being shown in dotted lines;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a compressive receiver
according to the present invention showing one form of
scanning local oscillator;

FIG. 8 is a waveform of the frequency sweep pro-
duced by the VCO of the receiver of FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a compressive receiver
according to the present invention employing another
form of a scanning local oscillator; and,

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a compressive receiver
according to the present invention which employs still
another form of sweeping local oscillator.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring first to FIGS. 1-3 of the drawings which
disclose a typical prior art compressive or microscan
receiver, the input 20 to the receiver is a continuous
wave radio frequency signal which may consist of, by
way of example, a frequency division multiplexed
(FDM) signal. The input signal 20 is delivered to a
mixer 22 where it is mixed with a sweep of frequencies
generated by a scanning local oscillator (SLO) 26. The
input signal 20, thus is effectively frequency modulated
by the SLO 26 so that the output of the mixer 22 is a
frequency modulated signal. The frequency modulated
signal is processed by a pulse compressor 24 which may
consist of a dispersive delay line (DDL) in which the
delay time imposed on the frequency modulated signal
is linearly related to the frequency. The DDL may
consist, by way of example, of a surface acoustic wave
device in which the time delay is either monotonously
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increased with increasing frequency or monotonously
decreased with increasing frequency. In any event, the
output of the pulse compressor 24 is a relatively narrow
pulse whose position in the time domain corresponds to
the frequency of the input signal 20.

If desired, a weighting filter (not shown) may be
employed between the mixer 22 and pulse compressor
24 in order to shape the signal from the mixer 22 into a
desired shape prior to processing by the pulse compres-
sor 24.

The amplitudes of the pulses 32 (FIG. 2) output by
the pulse compressor 24 are detected by an envelope
detector 28 and the resulting output signal is delivered
at the output 30.

The receiver partially shown in FIG. 1 has an instan-
taneous bandwidth B and time frame T. The SLO 26
produces a frequency sweep 34 (FIG. 3) having a time
extent 2T and a frequency range or bandwidth 2B.
Thus, an input signal 20 to the receiver consisting of a
continuous wave will result in an output pulse 32 (FIG.
2) having a width 1/B. For example, a 1 GHz input
signal results in a 1 nanosecond output pulse. The slope
of the frequency sweep 34 is identical to but opposite in
sign of the frequency versus time delay imposed by the
pulse compressor 24.

Referring now to FIGS. 4-6, the present invention
relates to a compressive receiver having a provision for

- expanding the width of the compressed output pulses.
The continuous wave RF input signal is delivered to an
input 36 of a mixer 38. The input signal 36 is mixed with
a frequency sweep generated by a scanning local oscil-
lator 42 to produce a frequency modulated signal which
is delivered from the ocutput of the mixer 38 to a pulse
compressor 40. The pulse compressor 40 in one embodi-
ment consists of a dispersive delay line which intro-
duces a delay into the signal as a function of frequency,
thereby compressing the signal into a pulse. The pulse is
delivered to an envelope detector 44 similar to that
previously described, and thence to a low pass filter 46
which functions to reject the IF (intermediate fre-
quency) carrier frequency and the resulting, filtered
signal is delivered to the output 48 for further process-
ing. In the case of an FDM input signal, the output
consists of a series of pulses whose positions in the time
domain respectively correspond to the frequencies of
the input signal.

The SLO 42 generates a frequency sweep indicated
by the numeral 52 in FIG. 6 which has a time extent 2T
and a slope s1. Also indicated in FIG. 6 at 54 is the delay
as a function of frequency introduced by the pulse com-
pressor 40 but shown in opposite sign. The frequency
versus time delay 54 has a bandwidth of 2B having a
slope s3. Thus, the slopes s; and s;, which represent rates
of change of frequency with respect to time, are differ-
ent in magnitude creating a slope differential or deita
(A) at the extremities of the time extent 2T. This mis-
match between the slopes s; and s; prevents the pulse
compressor 40 from fully compressing the pulse. By
selecting an appropriate amount of slope mismaich, A,
the resultant pulse output 50 (F1G. 5) can be stretched
or increased in width by an amount TA. For example, if
B equals 1000 MHz, then the resultant output pulse
width from a conventional prior art pulse receiver
would be 1 nanosecond. By choosing A equal to 25
MHz and T equal to 200 nanoseconds, the resultant
output pulse 50 would be 5 nanoseconds.

The output bandwidth of the compressive receiver
shown in FIG. 4 is proportional to the bandwidth
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4
B/2TA, and the widths of the output pulse S0 (FIG. 5)
is TA/B. .

It may thus be appreciated that any processor which
operates on the output pulses 50 may be slower in terms
of processing time in order to process the wider pulse
signals. The increase in pulse width may reduce the
theoretical frequency resolution of the receiver, but for
many applications this resolution reduction is accept-
able in order to obtain wide instantaneous bandwidth.
For example, for a given input signal strength, the resul-
tant peak output power from the pulse compressor 40 is
reduced by a factor of five in the example mentioned
above, or about 7 dB, thereby degrading the effective
sensitivity by this amount. However, by adding a low
pass filter 46 with a bandwidth of 100 MHz the output
signal-to-noise ratio is improved approximately 3.5 dB,
thus resulting in only a 3.5 dB loss in sensitivity.

Attention is now directed to FIGS. 7-10 which de-
pict various techniques for implementing the frequency
versus time slope mismatch discussed above. For pur-
poses of simplification, the envelope detector, low pass
filter, weighting filters and similar conventional compo-
nents are not depicted in these views. As shown in FIG.
7, the SLO 42 includes a VCO (voltage controlled oscil-
lator) 56, function generator 58, mixer 60, pulse expan-
sion line 62 and a short pulse generator 64. The pulse
expansion line 62 is a conventional dispersive delay
device having a bandwidth 2B and a dispersive delay T.
The pulse expansion line 62 is driven by short pulses
from the short pulse generator 64. The expanded pulses
output by the pulse expansion line 62 are combined in
the mixer 60 with the output of the VCO 56 which is
swept at a rate AT by the function generator 58. The
function generator 58 may comprise a hard wired cir-
cuit or data stored in a memory which function to out-
put data corresponding to a voltage which sweeps the
VCO 56 at the proper rate. The VCO 56 is swept at a
rate which is synchronized with the pulses output from
the short pulse generator 64. FIG. 8 depicts the sweep
66 provided by the function generator 58 which is used
to sweep the VCO 56 with a triangular (sawtooth)
waveform. The sweep 66 has a time extent 2T and a
slope above the center frequency fo of A; this extra
“chirp”, A, of sweep is added to the outpui of the pulse
expansion line 62 by the mixer 60.

The SLO 42 shown in FIG. 9 comprises a VCO 56
which is swept by a function generator 68. In this par-
ticular embodiment, the function generator generates
the entire sweep which has a bandwidth of 2B plus 2A
in a frequency over a time extent 2T. Thus, it is not
necessary to use the supplemental pulse expansion line
and short pulse generator of the embodiment shown in
FIG. 7. In other words, the VCO 56 provides the entire
FM chirp which is combined with the input signal 36 at
the mixer 38.

FIG. 10 depicts an embodiment of SLO 42 which
comprises a pulse expansion line 70 controlled by a
short pulse generator 72. The pulse expansion line 70
may consist, for example, of a surface acoustic wave
device having a frequency versus time delay of the
proper slope, determined by the pulse generator 72, so
as to result in the desired mismatch with the time- fre-
quency slope generated by the pulse compressor 40.

It is recognized that those skilled in the art may make
various modifications or additions to the preferred em-
bodiment chosen to illustrate the invention without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present con-
tribution to the art. Accordingly, it is to be understood
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that the protection sought and to be afforded hereby
should be deemed to extend to the subject matter
claimed and all equivalents thereof fairly within the
scope of ‘the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. In a compressive receiver for compressing an input
radio frequency signal into an output pulse and of the
type including the combination of means for converting
said input signal into a frequency modulated signal, said
converting means being characterized by a frequency
versus time slope si, a dispersive delay line for convert-
ing said frequency modulated signal into a pulse, said
dispersive delay line being characterized by a frequency
versus time slope sy, the slopes sj and s normally being
equal in magnitude but opposite in sign, the improve-
ment wherein:

said converting means includes means for generating

a differential in the magnitudes of the slopes s1 and
s2, said differential resulting in a corresponding
increase in the width of said output pulse.

2. The improvement of claim 1, wherein said generat-
ing means includes:

first means for producing a first sweep signal having

a frequency versus time slope substantially equal to
said differential,
second means for producing a second sweep signal
having a frequency versus time slope substantially
equal to but opposite in sign to slope s2, and

means for combining said first and second sweep
signals to thereby provide a sweep signal having
the slope si.

3. The improvement of claim 2, wherein:

said first means includes a voltage controlied oscilla-

tor and means for sweeping said oscillator over a
range of frequencies, and

said second means includes means for generating a

series of pulses and means for dispersing said pulses
as a function of time.

4. The improvement of claim 1, wherein said generat-
ing means includes a voltage controlled oscillator for
producing an output signal which varies in frequency in
accordance with an input voltage signal and means for
producing said input voltage signal.

5. The improvement of claim 1, wherein said generat-
ing means includes means for producing a series of
pulses and means for expanding said pulses as a function
of time.

6. A receiver for converting a plurality of radio fre-
quency input signals of differing frequencies into a plu-
rality of output pulses, the positions of the output pulses
in the time domain respectively corresponding to the
frequencies of the input signals, comprising:

means for generating a frequency sweep signal in

which the frequencies change over a period of time
at a first rate;
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6

means for combining said input signals with said fre-
quency sweep signal to form a frequency modu-
lated signal; and,

means for delaying the change in frequency of said

frequency modulated signal at a second preselected
rate to form said output pulses,

said first and second rates being different in magni-

tude to form a differential rate of change with
respect to time, said differential rate of change
resulting in an expansion of the width of said out-
put pulses over that which would be caused if the
first and second rates of change were the same.

7. The receiver of claim 6, wherein said generating
means includes:

first means for producing a first variable frequency

signal having a frequency versus time relationship
substantially equal to said differential rate of
change,

second means for producing a second variable fre-

quency signal having a frequency versus time rela-
tionship substantially equal to the difference be-
tween said second preselected rate and said differ-
ential, and

means for mixing said first and second variable fre-

quency signals to form said frequency sweep sig-
nal.

8. The receiver of claim 6, wherein said generating
means includes an oscillator having a variable fre-
quency output and a voltage controlled input and means
for generating a voltage control signal for controlling
said input of said oscillator.

9. The receiver of claim 6, wherein said generating
means includes means for generating a series of pulses
and means for expanding said pulses in the time domain.

10. In a method of converting an input radio fre-
quency signal into an output pulse which includes the
steps of mixing said input signal with a sweep of fre-
quencies having a frequency versus time slope s to
thereby produce a frequency modulated signal, delay-
ing said frequency modulated signal with a frequency
versus time delay slope of sz to produce said pulse, the
slopes s1 and sz normally being equal in magnitude but
opposite in sign, the improvement comprising:

increasing the width of said output pulse by produc-

ing a differential between the slopes s; and s3.

11. The improved method of claim 10 wherein said
slope differential is produced by increasing the magni-
tude of the slope s over the magnitude of slope s2.

12. The improved method of claim 10, wherein said
slope differential is produced by generating a first fre-
quency sweep signal having a frequency versus time
slope generally equal to s, generating a second fre-
quency sweep signal having a frequency versus time
slope generally equal to said slope differential and mix-
ing said first and second frequency sweep signals.

13. The improved method of claim 10, wherein said
slope differential is produced by generating a frequency
sweep signal having a frequency versus time stope

which is different from slope sz.
* * * * %



