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ULTRA WIDEBAND RADAR SIGNAL
PROCESSOR FOR ELECTRONICALLY SCANNED
ARRAYS

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT INTEREST

The invention described herein may be manufactured
and used by or for the Government for governmental
purposes without the payment of any royalty thereon.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to radar
tracking systems, and more specifically the invention
pertains to a signal processor for use with the multioc-
tave ultra-wideband radar tracking systems.

Electronically scanned phased arrays are replacing
mechanically scanned reflectors for modern radar ap-
plications. New design problems and new beam agility
requirements arise due to the modern target threat. The
trend toward increasing waveform bandwidth in radar
further complicates this radar design problem. It should
be noted that phase shift techniques for beam steering
are applicable to phased array radars employing wave-
form modulation bandwidths of less than one percent.
For larger bandwidth waveforms, true time delay tech-
niques are used. Broadband systems which require
many beam positions will require a large number of time
delay lines and microwave switches. Also, the corpo-
rate feed loss of such a beamforming system will be
excessive, and will vary with frequency, thus causing
signal distortion and reduced radar sensitivity. There-
fore, for ultra wideband radar waveforms, with an oc-
tave bandwidth or more, true time delay techniques are
also inadequate.

The technique of electronically steering a narrow-
band radar beam by adjusting the phase of adjacent
radiating elements is described in the text “Introduction
to Radar Systems” by M. Skolnik, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference. A change in
relative phase between adjacent elements may be ob-
tained by a change in frequency. This principle can be
used to scan a beam from an array if the phase shifters
are frequency-dependent. A frequency-scanned antenna
might be represented by a series-fed array with fixed
lengths of transmission line connecting the elements.
The total phase delay through a fixed length 1 of trans-
mission line is 27fl/c, and thus is a function of the fre-
quency f. The lines connecting adjacent elements of the
series-fed frequency-scanned array are of equal length
and chosen so that the phase at each element is the same
when the frequency is the center frequency f,. When
the frequency is exactly f, the beam points straight
ahead. As the frequency is increased above f,, the phase
through each length of transmission line increases and
the beam rotates to one side. At frequencies below f,the
beam moves in the opposite direction.

The technique of frequency scanning to electroni-
cally steer a radar beam is particularly important in
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frequency scanning radar systems are discussed in the
following U.S. Patents, the disclosures of which are
specifically incorporated herein by reference:

U.S. Pat. No. 4,912,474 issued to Paturel;

U.S. Pat. No. 4,868,574 issued to Raaab;

U.S. Pat. No. 4,827,229 issued to Sabet-Peyman;

U.S. Pat. No. 4,516,131 issued to Bayha;

U.S. Pat. No. 4,276,551 issued to Williams et al;
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U.S. Pat. No. 3,434,139 issued to Alego;

U.S. Pat. No. 4,160,975 issued to Steudel;

U.S. Pat. No. 4,683,474 issued to Randing; and

U.S. Pat. No. 4,861,158 issued to Breen.

Both frequency and phase scanned antennas are well
known in the art. Frequency scanned antennas have the
advantages of simplicity and low cost. The patent to
Steudel teaches a correction circuit or using the sum
and difference signals in wideband antenna system to
increase azimuth and elevation accuracy. The patent to
Randing teaches a ground base sensor comprising a
plurality of unconnected sub-arrays, a wideband re-
ceiver matched filter bank, envelope bank selectors, a
summing network and a target detector. The patent to
Breen teaches a device for performing a doppler shift
measurement with a chirp measurement with a chirp
frequency laser signal.

Conventional radar technology implies systems uti-
lizing waveforms with modulation bandwidths of up to
2%, while modern wideband radar systems utilize band-
widths of less than 25% Present research and develop-
ment efforts involve expanding bandwidths into ultra-
widebands as follows.

Typical radar systems transmit waveforms with fre-
quencies selected from a range of between 300 MH; to
40 GH,. In most case the radar systems include a single
band device. That is, the system operates on only one
frequency band. Thus, two (or more) array apertures
are required in order to radiate and receive multiband
radar waveforms. In the past, this has caused the multi-
frequency systems to have multiple apertures with the
attendant increase in cost, weight, size and the like.
Thus, these systems have been disadvantageous for
utilization in many applications.

The task of utilizing ultra-wideband radar frequency
is alleviated, to some extent, by the system disclosed in
the U.S. Pat. No. 4,689,627 issued to Lee et al., the
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

The above-cited Lee et al. reference discloses an
ultra-wideband radar system which can operate over
approximately an octave bandwidth encompassing, for
example, both S-band and C-band. The present inven-
tion can make use of the Lee et al. system to transmit a
multioctave chirp waveform in a process which elimi-
nates range-doppler ambiguities.

For multi-octave bandwidth radar systems employ-
ing frequency modulated waveforms, the present inven-
tion solves the problems associated with beamforming
and beam agility. The present invention utilizes phased
array antenna technology, receivers on each antenna
clement, and baseband frequency offset generation tech-
niques, thus eliminating corporate feed losses and signal
distortion. Also, the present invention provides for the
generation of multiple beams, which is required for
many modern radar applications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes a radar signal proces-
sor system for electronically steering ultra-wideband
radar systems by frequency offset generation. This in-
vention can be used with the above-cited AF Invention
No. 18,309 as discussed below.

A beam can be steered by adjusting the phase of the
radiating elements. Adjustments in phase can be accom-
plished by changes in the length of the transmitting
cables. If a cable is increased in length by a distance
which equals one half the wavelength of the transmitted
signal, then the transmitted signal is retarded by a phase
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shift of 180 degrees. The present invention accom-
plished beam steering by adjusting the wavelength and
frequencies of the transmitted signals, rather than the
physical length of the transmitting cables or other meth-
ods of achieving true time delay.

In one embodiment of the invention, a transmitting
planar array uses frequency offset generation between
adjacent X and Y elements to electronically steer the
transmitted beam in azimuth and elevation. Chirped
pulse sets are transmitted in ultra-wideband frequencies
to resolve Doppler-shift ambiguities as described in the
Van Etten et al. reference.

The present invention uses a planar array of receiver
antenna elements to detect the angle of arrival of re-
flected signals by frequency offset. The frequency offset
between X and Y elements can indicate the azimuth and
elevation from which the radar signals have come. The
radar receiver includes an improvement upon the signal
processing system of AF invention No. 18,309 to re-
solve Doppler-shift ambiguities as described below.

AF Invention No. 18,309 includes an FM-CW radar
with a Doppler chirp compression filter. This radar
system includes: a chirp pulse generator, a transmitting
radar antenna, a radar receiving antenna, two mixers, a
frequency offset generator and a Doppler deramping
chirp signal generator, and amplitude weighting ampli-
fier, and a spectrum analyzer.

The chirp pulse generator is a waveform generator
that produces an ultra-wideband chirp pulse shown in
FIG. 1, which is radiated out through the transmitting
antenna to the target. A Doppler-shifted chirp pulse is
reflected off the target and received by the receiving
antenna.

The first mixer mixes the ultra-wideband chirp pulse,
which it receives from the chirp pulse generator, with
the Doppler-shifted chirp pulse (which is received from
the receiving antenna,) to produce thereby an output
signal known as a video beat note. The beat note indi-
cates the range of the target by virtue of the delay be-
tween the transmitted pulses and the received pulses.
See FIGS. 7 and 8.

The second mixer produces an output signal by mix-
ing the video beat note (from the first mixer) with a
Doppler deramping chirp (from a signal generator). See
FIG. 8. The output signal of the second mixer is then
amplitude weighted by the amplifier to reduce side-
lobes, and then sent to the spectrum analyzer for con-
ventional data analysis. The data processor determines
the target’s velocity, range and position.

As mentioned above, the present invention uses fre-
quency offset generation to electronically steer the ul-
tra-wideband beam of AF Invention No. 18,309. See
FIG. 10. To point the mainbeam, the local oscillator
input is selected to have a frequency given by fao. When
the input fj is sent to the first mixer of said ultra-wide-
band radar system, the mixer frequency output will be
Af,.

The mixing of the transmitted signals with received
target echo return signals produces a beat frequency
signal. Additionally, the transmitted signal is back scat-
tered from desired targets, received, and converted to
baseband through homodyne receiver down conver-
sion.

The transmitted signal is combined with the received
signal to produce an antenna pattern of radiation in the
desired azimuth. Beamsteering is accomplished by in-
cremental differences in frequency between radiating
elements given by:
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Sa=Afi—Afy=i2nd sin (8)/c
where

Af, is the beat frequency signal output of the mixer;

C is the speed of light; equals the slope of the trans-
mitted waveform,

0 is the desired angle to which the beam is to be
steered along one dimension;

7 equals the slope of the transmitted waveform
n=B/T d equals the distance between radiating
elements on the array; and

f; equals the frequency offset from Af, for the i*
antenna element where i equals an integer given by
the sequence i=1,2, . . . N and N equals the total
number of radiating elements in the array.

Steering the beam in two dimensions is accomplished
by implementing the frequency offset between adjacent
horizontal elements (to steer the beam in a azimuth) and
by implementing the frequency offset between adjacent
vertical elements (to steer the beam in elevation). When
the transmitting antenna is a planar array of radiating
elements, the horizontal elements are rows of elements
which are paralle] with the ground, and the adjacent
vertical elements refers to a vertical column of elements
in the array.

It is the object of the present invention to provide a
method for electronically steering an ultra-wideband
radar tracking system.

It is another object of the present invention to use
frequency offset generation with signal processing to
reduce Doppler-shift ambiguities in ultra-wideband
radar systems.

These objects together with objects, features, and
advantages of the invention will become mere readily
apparent from the following detailed description when
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings
wherein like elements are given like reference numerals
throughout.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a chart of the instantaneous frequency vs.
time which shows the relationship between: a transmit-
ted signal, a target return signal, and beat frequency
signal;

FIG. 2 is a chart of the spectrum of a target’s beat
note from a mixer output;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a realization of the ultra
wide-band radar signal processor for electromically
scanned arrays;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the ultra wide-band
radar signal processor for electronically scanned arrays,
using transmit/receive (T/R) modules and receive
(RCV) modules;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of two state-of-the-art
transmit/receive (T/R) modules;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the ultra wide-band
radar signal processor for electronically scanned arrays
using distributed A/D converters and computer tech-
nology for signal processing;

FIG. 7 is a chart of a mixer beat note for a moving
target at zero range;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an FM-CW radar with a
Doppler chirp compressor filter tuned to the corre-
sponding target velocity;

FIG. 9 is a chart of waveforms at various locations in
the system of FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a simplified block diagram of an FM-CW
radar with frequency offset generation and Doppler
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devamping chirp for surveillance tracking radar appli-
cations; and

FIG. 11 is an illustration of a prior art ultra-wideband
radar transmitter which can be used for the chirp gener-
ator and transmit antenna of the system of FIG. 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The present invention includes an ultra-wideband
radar signal processor for electronically scanned radar
systems. As an introduction to this invention, the nar-
row band linear frequency modulated (LFM) wave-
form is discussed, and processing techniques for this
invention are described.

When a radar target is illuminated with a continuous
wave (CW) single frequency electromagnetic wave-
form, the reflected energy is shifted in frequency pro-
portional to the targets velocity (V) and inversely as the
carrier’s wavelength A=c/f where f is the carrier fre-
quency. The shift in frequency, fyis called the Doppler
frequency, which is given by

Ja=2¥f/e.

Consider a radar system radiating a linear frequency
modulated waveform where the target return is mixed
with the transmitted waveform to obtain a constant beat
frequency as seen in FIG. 1. The frequency of the beat
note, Af,, due to range delay is Af,=nt,. Where 7 is the
slope of the transmitted waveform in Hz/s, and t,is the
time delay of the target return in seconds. By perform-
ing a Fourier transform of the mixer output, the center
frequency of the beat note becomes proportional to the
target range. Using Ro=ct,/2 where c is the velocity of
light and R, is the target range then Af,=271R,/c. Note
that the slope of the transmitted waveform is n=B/T,
where B is the bandwidth and T is the duration of the
transmitted signal. The beat note can be expressed as
Afy=2B Ry/(cT). Its spectrum is seen in FIG. 2. The
range resolution, AR, for linear frequency modulation is
AR=c/(2B). Substituting, and rearranging terms
Af,=(Ro/AR)(1/T). When the target is moving, the
Doppler frequency offset due to target motion will
appear in the beat note as an additional term. The radar
system radiates and receives a linearly frequency modu-
lated waveform. The additional Doppler frequency
offset due to target motion will vary with instantaneous
frequency as well as target velocity, f,=2-
BR/(cT)+(2V/c)f. However, this will not impact the
performance of the beamsteering method and system
described herein. The principle of operation of the in-
vention depends upon the difference in beat note fre-
quency from each receiver (one on every receive ele-
ment) in a phased array, due to the spacing between
elements and radar parameters, not due to target char-
acteristics such as range or velocity, which can be ac-
counted for independent of the beamforming process.

Consider the multi-octave bandwidth Linear Fre-
quency Modulated Continuous Wave (LFM-CW)
waveform utilized in AF Invention 18,309, (An Unam-
biguous Range-Doppler Processing Method and Sys-
tem). The beamforming network described herein is
used in a multioctave bandwidth LFM-CW radar to
electronically steer a phased array antenna main beam
by processing the received signal at baseband. This is
accomplished using Frequency Offset Generation
(FOG) techniques as compared to phase shift and true
time delay techniques in conventional radar.
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In developing the theory of operation, consider the
system in FIG. 3, and a point target in the far field (not
shown), such that rays R, through R 1 are parallel. In
this example, the waveform synthesizer generates an
LFM-CW signal of bandwidth B and duration T. The
waveform slope is 71=B/T, and the range resolution is
AR =c/(2B). The path length difference, between two
consecutive parallel rays (R; and R;y1), to a target at
angle @ is given by 1=d sin (6), where d is the spacing
between consecutive elements. In this example, we will
consider 1> AR. Through the use of multioctave band-
widths signals, we suppress grating lobes and achieve
beam sharpening. For illustrative purposes, the range
from the ith element to the target is constrained such
that R;< <c/T2 allowing the use of a homodyne re-
ceiver and time expansion correlation processing, al-
though other receiver designs may be utilized.

In this first example there is one transmit antenna and
N receive antennas. The analysis is performed with the
transmit antenna placed at the same location as receive
antenna O , which is a distance R, from the target. The
transmitted signal is backscattered from desired targets,
received, and converted to baseband through homo-
dyne receiver down conversion. The path length from
the ith receive antenna element to the target is R;=-
Ry+il, fori=o ... N—1. First, consider only antennas
0 and 1. The baseband difference frequency appearing
at the output of the homodyne receiver following an-
tenna 0 is Af,;=(R,/AR) (1/T)+(2V/c)f. The baseband
difference frequency from the homodyne receiver fol-
lowing antenna 1 is given by Afi=Ri/AR)
1/T)+@2V/c)f=R,+1)/AR)
(1/T)+Q2V/c)f=Af,+1/(ART). The incremental dif-
ference frequency between elements will be designated
fa=Af1— Af,=1/(AR T) which also may be represented
as fo=2nd sin (6)/c. To point the mainbeam of the two
element phased array antenna toward a target at an
angle @, we select the local oscillator input to the lower
sideband mixer (the mixer following the homodyne
receiver/antenna 1) to be fa, which produces a mixer
frequency output of Af,. Thus the homodyne receiver
output from antenna 1, after frequency offset generation
(mixing with offset frequency fa) is at the same fre-
quency as the baseband signal from the homodyne re-
ceiver following antenna 0. The two signals are then
coherently combined to produce an antenna pattern
with the mainbeam in the desired direction, . This
method of coherent summation may be extended to the
N-element receiving array by placing a lower sideband
mixer at the output of each homodyne receiver, and
setting the incremental frequency offset between con-
secutive elements equal to fao. The frequency offset in
the ith channel, which is fed to the mixer following the
homodyne receiver on the ith antenna is then given by
far=ifa=1(27md sin (8)/c). In the event that the selection
of produces a negative frequency offset, the upper side-
band mixer product must be selected.

A novel and important feature of the invention pres-
ented, is that frequency offset generation techniques are
utilized to achieve beamsteering when using large band-
width frequency modulated waveforms, (as compared
to phase shift or true time delay techniques in conven-
tional radars).

The system of FIG. 3 can be used to steer the trans-
mitted beam electronically by frequency offset generat-
ing as described above. To point the main beam signals
from the antenna, local oscillators are provided with
individual frequency difference fa; to the iy antenna
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element in the array. The incremental frequency differ-
ence between elements is designated as:

Jai=Afi—fo=2nd sin 8/C.

In the above cited equation, d represents the spacing
between antenna elements and € is the angle in azimuth
to which the beam is to be steered. This equation defines
a frequency difference between adjacent horizontal
elements to steer the beam in azimuth. Note that the
same frequency offset principles can be used to steer the
beam in elevation when the frequency offset between
vertical elements is defined as:

SfAai=Afi—fo=2nd sin 6/C

where 0 is the elevation angle toward which the
beam is to be steered.

A planar array of transmitting elements can be
steered electronically in two dimensions by frequency
offset generation as described above.

In conjunction with beamsteering, moving target
compensation is performed on the video beat note as
depicted in FIG. 8. The combined system block dia-
gram is shown in FIG. 10.

The first mixer element 830 in FIG. 8 mixes the target
return signal (from the receive antenna) with the trans-
mitted signal (from the chirp) generator 800 to produce
the baseband signal. More specifically, as shown in
FIG. 1, the received frequency is subtracted from the
transmitter frequency to yield constant beat frequency
signal.

The constant beat frequency signal from the mixer
830 is mixed with the wideband Doppler deramping
chirp waveform from unit (850) by a mixer (860) plural-
ity of mixers (861-864 as depicted in FIG. 10) to pro-
vide the incremental frequency difference for each of
the receive antenna elements. As discussed above, the
incremental difference frequency is provided for each
individual radiating element to steer the beam. Addi-
tionally, the amplitude weighting function 870 provides
sidelobe suppression for the received signals appearing
at the mixer outputs. Spectrum Analyzer (880) converts
the beat frequency signals to amplitude as a function of
range, which provides the input to data processor

The present invention combines the advantages of
ultra-wideband multioctave transmissions with fre-
quency scanning to electronically steer the beam of the
radar tracking system. Note that in FIGS. 3 the receive
antenna and transmitting antenna have been depicted as
separate antennas. If the system is a bistatic radar track-
ing system, two separate antennas will be used. In a
monostatic radar system, one antenna unit will normally
be used as both the transmitting antenna and the receive
antenna, as depicted in FIG. 6. The digital computer
shown in FIG. 6 may be used to digitally perform the
functions of Doppler deramping and signal combining.

While the invention has been described in its pres-
ently preferred embodiment it is understood that the
words which have been used are words of description
rather than words of limitation and that changes within
the purview of the appended claims may be made with-
out departing from the scope and spirit of the invention
in its broader aspects.

What is claimed is:

1. An ultra-wideband radar tracking system for track-
ing a moving target, said ultra-wideband radar tracking
system comprising:
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a multi-octave signal generator which generates an
ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal, said ultra-
wideband chirped pulse signal comprising a signal
which is at least an octave in bandwidth;

a phased array antenna which is electrically con-
nected with said multi-octave signal generator, said
phased array antenna receiving said ultra-wide-
band chirped pulse signal from said multi-octave
signal generator, and transmitting it into space, said
phased array antenna having a plurality of radiat-
ing antenna elements;

a means for processing signals which is electrically
connected to said phased array antenna, said signal
processing means using frequency offset generation
to electronically steer the ultra-wideband chirped
pulse signal emitted by said phased array antenna,
said signal processing means providing a frequency
offset between said radiating antenna elements for
said ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal to electri-
cally steer the ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal
by frequency offset mixing.

2. An ultra-wideband radar tracking system for track-
ing a moving target, said ultra-wideband radar tracking
system comprising:

a multi-octave signal generator which generates an
ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal, said ultra-
wideband chirped puise signal comprising a signal
which is at least an octave in bandwidth;

a phased array antenna which is electrically con-
nected with said multi-octave signal generator, said
phased array antenna receiving said ultra-wide-
band chirped pulse signal from said multi-octave
_signal generator, and transmitting it into space, said
phased array antenna having a plurality of radiat-
ing antenna elements which receives a doppler
shifted chirped pulse signal from said moving tar-
get;

a means for producing a baseband signal with a video
beat note, said producing means being electrically
connected with said multi-octave signal generator
in order to receive and mix said ultra-wideband
chirped pulse signal with said doppler shifted
chirped pulse signal;

a means for generating a plurality Doppler deramp-
ing chirp signals which when mixed with said base-
band signal, provides an individual frequency off-
set for each of the antenna elements in the phased
array antenna; and

a means for mixing said baseband signal with each of
said plurality of Doppler deramping chirp signals
to produce thereby a plurality of frequency-steered
signals which collectively represent said ultra-
wideband chirped pulse signal with said frequency
offset included therein.

3. An ultra-wideband radar tracking system for track-
ing a moving target, said ultra-wideband radar tracking
system comprising:

a multi-octave signal generator which generates an

ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal;

a phased array transmitting antenna which is electri-
cally connected with said multi-octave signal gen-
erator, said phased array transmitting antenna re-
ceiving said ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal
from said multi-octave signal generator, and trans-
mitting it into space, said phased array transmitting
antenna having a plurality of radiating antenna
elements;
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a receiving antenna for receiving a Doppler-shifted
chirped pulse as said target-echo return signal is
reflected from said moving target, said receiving
antenna outputting said Doppler-shifted chirped
pulse; and

a means for processing signals which is electrically
connected to said receiving antenna, said signal
processing means using frequency offset generation
to electronically steer the ultra-wideband chirped
pulse signal emitted by said phased array transmit-
ting antenna.

4. An ultra-wideband radar tracking system for track-

ing a moving target, said ultra-wideband radar tracking

system comprising:

a multi-octave signal generator which generates an
ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal, said ultra-
wideband chirped pulse comprising a signal which
is at least an octave in bandwidth;

a phased array transmitting antenna which is electri-
cally connected with said multi-octave signal gen-
erator, said phased array transmitting antenna re-
ceiving said ultra-wideband chirped pulse signal
from said multi-octave signal generator, and trans-
mitting it into space, said phased array transmitting
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antenna having a plurality of radiating antenna
elements;

a receiving antenna for receiving a Doppler-shifted
chirped pulse as said target-echo return signal is
reflected from said moving target, said receiving
antenna outputting said Dopplar-shifted chirped
pulse;

a means for producing a baseband signal with a video
beat note, said producing means being electrically
connected with said multi-octave signal generator
in order to receive and mix said ultra-wideband
chirped pulse signal with said Doppler-shified
chirped pulse;

a means for generating a plurality Doppler deramp-
ing chirp signals which when mixed with said base-
band signal, provides an individual frequency off-
set for each of the antenna elements in the phased
array transmitting antenna; and

a means for mixing said baseband signal with each of
said plurality of Doppler deramping chirp signals
to produce thereby a plurality of frequency-steered
signals which collectively represent said ultra-
wideband chirped pulse signal with said frequency

offset included therein.
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