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[57] ABSTRACT

A synthetic aperture radar guidance system adapted for
use in a guided missile is described wherein the fre-
quency of the transmitted pulses changes with time with
a chirp slope which varies with range. The time be-
tween pulses also changes as a function of range. The
desired values of the chirp slope and the interpuise
interval are computed for all values within a range of
interest and stored. Furthermore, the operating parame-
ters of the SAR are changed as the range changes. The
time intervals and frequencies are selected to avoid
interruption ambiguities and eclipsing. The phase and
frequency of the synthesized signal are controlled to
adjust for motion of a vehicle on which the SAR is
mounted. The SAR is operated in several modes. In a
search mode, the beam of transmitted pulses is steered
across a mapping area to form a plurality of patches of
the mapping area. The patches are combined into one
map of the entire area. Each pixel of the map is com-
pared with a target template until a match is provided.
Then the SAR operates in track mode wherein a corre-
lation process ensures the missile is steered toward the
target area using a template provided using known
feature data.

17 Claims, 31 Drawing Sheets
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1

SYNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR GUIDANCE
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF OPERATING SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains generally to synthetic aper-
ture radars and more particularly to a synthetic aperture
radar adapted for use in a guided missile.

In a modern military operation, it is desirable to
launch a missile from an aircraft toward a target on the
ground with the missile having a capability of discrimi-
nating between targets. In such a weapon system, the
missile must have access to targeting information and
must be able to identify a specific target while in flight,
thus enabling the aircraft to stay out of the dangerous
area around the target.

In one type of weapon system, an aircraft and a mis-
sile are equipped with a synthetic aperture radar (SAR).
A SAR mounted within an aircraft or a missile makes an
image of objects within a field of view of the SAR on
the underlying ground. The SAR forms a map of pixels,
the pixels (pixel elements) divide objects on the ground
into resolution cells. Typically, a human on the aircraft
designates a specific object in the image as a target. A
portion of the image about the object designated as the
target becomes a reference image. After launch, the
missile would fly toward the target forming its own
SAR images. Data processing circuitry within the mis-
sile identifies groups of pixels representing the target.
Processing on the missile would compare the reference
image with the current image from the missile. The
guidance system within the missile would use the results
of the image comparisons to generate guidance com-
mands to steer the missile towards the target.

In guiding a missile in this fashion, it is desirable for
the SAR to initially make a map of a wide area on the
ground. The wide area map helps ensure the target is
somewhere in the map. A single beam from a SAR
making a wide area map would typically be correspond-
ingly broad, which can be undesirable. For example,
such a SAR would be more susceptible to electronic
countermeasure techniques and require lengthy real
time computational processing time. One proposed so-
lution is to use a SAR with a relatively narrow beam
which is scanned over the wide area on the ground. A
problem with such an approach is that the portions of
the map formed at different portions of the scan need to
be related to each other.

Another desirable feature of 2 SAR used for guiding
a missile is that it makes a map with high resolution. The
high resolution allows the data processing circuitry to
identify relatively small targets. One known way to
improve the resolution of a SAR is to increase the band-
width i.e. sampling rate. However, components which
operate at high sampling rates, especially analog to
digital converters, are very expensive.

Another problem is, as the missile approaches the
target, the viewing angle changes such that the SAR
images formed by the missile in flight will differ from
the SAR images formed at the time the missile was
launched. Thus, the image processing technique must
be relatively insensitive to the viewing angle.

One technique used within a missile to guide a missile
toward the target is described in U.S. Pat. No.
5,027,422, issued Jun. 25, 1991, to T. J. Peregrim, et al.
(which patent is assigned to the same assignee as this
application and is incorporated herein by reference). In
U.S. Pat. No. 5,027,422, a technique is described for
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providing a reference template of a designated target.
The reference template is then compared to each area of
a second image provided by the missile as the missile
flies toward the target to find the area within the second
image matching the reference template. Once the area
of the second image is found to match the reference
template, the area of the match indicates the location of
the target in the target area image and the direction of
the target in the target area image can be provided to
the missile control system to adjust the line of flight of
the missile. With the latter in mind, it is desirable to
develop improved image processing techniques to ex-
tract surface targets from clutter and then determine a
target aimpoint within the target area image.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

With the foregoing background of this invention in
mind, it is a primary object of this invention to provide
a synthetic aperture radar capable of making a map of a
wide area.

Another object of this invention is to provide a syn-
thetic aperture radar with high resolution at a low cost.

Another object of this invention is to provide a tech-
nique to determine target aimpoint within a target area
image.

Still another object of this invention is to provide a
signal processing technique to improve precision track
against specified target aimpoints.

A still further object of this invention is to provide an
improved autonomous guidance system.

The foregoing and other objects of this invention are
met generally by a synthetic aperture radar (SAR)
mounted on a moving object. The SAR transmits pulses
towards a mapping area and processes the reflected
signals. The frequency of the transmitted pulses changes
with time with a chirp slope which varies with range.
The time between pulses also changes as a function of
range. The desired values of the chirp slope and the
interpulse interval are computed for all values within a
range of interest and stored. The operating parameters
of the SAR are changed as the range changes.
~ Reflected signals from the transmitted pulses are
received and processed. The reflected signals are de-
chirped and down converted by a synthesized signal.
Reflected signals arrive during specific time intervals
and falling in a specific frequency range are passed for
further processing. The time intervals and frequencies
are selected to avoid interruption ambiguities and
eclipsing.

The passed signals are processed by a first set of fast
fourier transform (FFT) processors producing a first set
of signals representing reflections from objects in spe-
cific range bins. The first set of signals is further pro-
cessed by a second set of FFT processors to produce a
second set of signals representing reflections in range
and azimuthal bins. The second set of signals forms a
SAR image of one patch of a mapping area.

According to another feature of the invention, the
phase and frequency of the synthesized signal are con-
trolled to adjust for motion of a vehicle on which the
SAR is mounted.

According to another feature of the invention, the
SAR is operated in several modes. In a search mode, the
beam of transmitted pulses is steered across the mapping
area to form a plurality of patches of the mapping area.
The patches are combined into one map of the entire
area. In the initialization mode of operation, patches are
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formed of a few areas of the mapping area. For each
area, a patch is formed using a sum beam and two differ-
ence beams of a monopulse radar within the SAR. By
comparing values of corresponding pixels in these
patches, the height of the vehicle carrying the SAR 5
relative to the mapping area can be calculated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of this invention,
reference is now made to the following description of 10
the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a sketch of a system employing the inven-
tion;

FIG. 1A is a sketch of a typical homing missile en-
gagement useful in understanding the contemplated !°
guidance system;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram, greatly simplified, of a
portion of a SAR constructed according to the present
invention;

FIG. 2A is a block diagram, greatly simplified, of a
portion of 2 SAR incorporating monopulse techniques
within the present invention;

FIG. 3A is a plot showing the frequency as a function
of time of a waveform transmitted by the SAR of FIG.
2;

FIG. 3B is a plot showing the frequency as a function
of time of one frequency sweep in FIG. 3A;

FIG. 4 is a sketch showing the correspondence be-
tween range and time;

FIG. 5 is a sketch of a2 beam pattern useful in under-
standing how SAR ambiguities are avoided;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are sketches useful in understand-
ing how eclipsing is avoided;

FIG. 7A is a sketch useful in understanding how 35
interruption ambiguities are avoided;

FIG. 7B is an expansion of one region of the sketch of
FIG. 7A;

FIG. 8 shows Table I in a graphical form and is useful
in selecting operating parameters for the SAR; 40

FIG. 9 is a block diagram, greatly simplified, showing
a portion of FIG. 2 in greater detail;

FIG. 10A is a sketch wvseful in understanding how a
map is formed by a map circuit of FIG. 2;

FIG. 10B is a sketch showing additional features of 45
how a map is formed,

FIG. 11 is a simplified block diagram of the system
according to the invention which produces target coor-
dinates used in guiding a missile;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram in greater detail of a por- 5o
tion of a digital signal processor according to the inven-
tion;

FIG. 13 is an alternative embodiment of the template
processor of FIG. 12; .

FIG. 14 is a sketch of a 7 by 7 mask used in the pro- 55
cessing of the alternative template processor of FIG. 13;

FIGS. 15A-15D are block diagrams showing a
method of processing required to provide a reference
template in accordance with the invention;

FIGS. 16A and 16B show portions of a computer 60
generated window used by an operator to generate a
reference template;

FIGS. 17A, 17B, 17C, 17D, 17E and 17F are charts of
a gamma function of selected terrain features;

FIG. 18 is a window illustrating the template genera- 65
tion process for simple roof buildings and the like;

FIG. 19 is a window illustrating the template genera-
tion process for a land/water boundary feature;
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FIG. 20A is an illustration showing the effects of
radar shadowing;

FIG. 20B is an illustration showing the effects of
radar shadowing in the template generation process;

FIGS. 20C and 20D is an illustration showing an
example of template feature selection and editing and
the predicted radar response;

FIG. 21 is an illustration a process of creating feature
edge lists in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 22 is an illustration of a feature rotation process
in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 23 is an illustration of a template verification
and bias estimation process;

FIGS. 24, 24A, 25, 25A, 26, 26A illustrate the effects
of template bias for various target features;

FIG. 27 illustrates a probability of detection of a
typical target scene;

FIG. 28 illustrates typical target scenes and corre-
sponding templates; and

FIGS. 29 and 29A illustrates a corresponding track
template of the search template of FIG. 20C.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG. 1, an airplane 8 is shown
armed with a missile 10. The airplane 8 includes a syn-
thetic aperture radar (SAR) 14, which provides a digital
image of objects within a field of view on the underly-
ing ground. The digital image produced by the SAR 14
is fed to a digital signal processor 21 wherein the digital
image is processed in a manner as described herein
below. The digital signal processor 21 is connected to a
target designator 18 which here comprises a digital
computer with a screen for displaying the digital images
from the SAR 14. The target designator 18 also includes
an input means (not shown) which allows a pilot (not
shown) of the airplane 8 to designate a target (here a
trestle T) across a stream (not numbered) within the
digital image.

The missile 10 includes a SAR 12 which also makes
an image of objects within a field of view on the under-
lying ground. The digital image produced by the SAR
12 is fed to a digital signal processor 20 wherein the
digital image is processed in a manner as described
herein below. While the missile 10 is mounted to the
airplane 8, a digital link 6 connects the digital signal
processor 20 within the missile 10 to the digital signal
processor 21 mounted within the airplane 8.

With such an arrangement, the SAR 12 and the SAR
14 are capable of providing digital images to the digital
signal processors 20, 21, respectively, and wherein said
signals are compared and fed to the target designator
18. As shown, the digital signal provided by the SARs
12, 14 defines the banks of the stream (not numbered),
the trestle T and other objects in the field of view such
as a building 2 and trees. The pilot using the target
designator 18 selects a target within the target area
image by sliding 2 window over the target and further
selects an aimpoint within the window, here a point
located on the trestle T. The location of the window
and the aimpoint within the target area image is fed, via
the data link 6 and the digital signal processor 21, to the
digital signal processor 20 wherein a reference template
is created of the reference image. The digital link 6 here
is any known bus for passing digital information from
one computer to another. When the missile 10 is fired at
the trestle T, digital link 6 is broken. As the missile 10
flies toward the trestle T, the SAR 12 makes further
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images (hereinafter also referred to as a sensed image) of
the target area. The digital signal processor 20 com-
pares the reference template earlier formed with each
one of the sensed images produced by the SAR 12. The
digital signal processor 20 matches the template to a
portion of the sensed image produced by the SAR 12.
The missile guidance system (not shown) is then actu-
ated to steer the missile toward the trestle T at the
selected aimpoint. A radio data link (not shown) can be
maintained between the digital signal processor 20
within the missile 10 and the digital signal processor 21
within the airplane 8 depending upon the application.
As the missile 10 flies toward the trestle T updated
information is provided between the digital signal pro-
cessor 20 and the digital signal processor 21. Thus for
example, if the trestle T is destroyed by another missile
(not shown) and enough time remains the pilot can
designate another target, for example, the building 2 by
selecting a new aimpoint on the building 2. Alterna-
tively, the missile 10 can be operated as a launch, leave
and forget system.

Referring now to FIG. 14, a missile 10 including a
synthetic aperture radar (SAR) 12, according to the
present invention is shown in a typical homing missile
engagement. Although the following discussion is ap-
plied to the missile 10 and the SAR 12, it should be
apparent the discussion applies also to the SAR 14 and
the airplane 8. The missile 10 flies above the ground 9 at
a velocity V. The missile 10 is intended to strike a target
(not shown) somewhere in a mapping area 17. The SAR
provides maps representing objects within the mapping
area 17, allowing data processing circuitry with the
missile 10 to locate the target and guide the missile 10
towards the target. _

The missile 10 is guided to keep a velocity vector V of
the missile 10 in a “depression plane”. The depression
plane is a plane which includes the missile 10, the target
(not shown) and a range bin thru the target. The depres-
sion plane intersects the ground 9 at an angle around the
target. As is known, the missile 10 cannot be steered
directly towards the target while making SAR images.
The missile 10, therefore, follows a curved path 13
along the depression plane. This path is selected so that
the angle between the velocity vector V and a line from
the missile 10 to the center of the mapping area 14 (i.e.
the “line of sight”) changes at a constant rate. If this
constant rate of change is maintained while a map is
being formed, the signal processing performed by the
SAR 12 is simplified. If the missile 10 is guided to follow
some other path, compensation for the motion of the
missile other than described here may be required.

FIG. 1A shows a beam 15 transmitted from the SAR
12 with a beam width at. The beam 15 intersects the
ground 9 at patch 16;. As is known, the beam 15 will
reflect a reflected signal from objects (not shown)
within the patch 16; and from the reflected signal the
SAR 12 will form an array of pixels representing ob-
jects within the patch 16;. The patch 16;is much smaller
than the mapping area 17. To make a map of the full
mapping area, the beam is steered to intersect the
ground 9 at a plurality of patches 161 . . . 1645 (represen-
tative ones of the patches being shown). As described
further hereinafter, known mechanical methods are
used to steer the beam 15 to the various patches 16; . .
. 1645. Alternatively, known methods for electronically
steering a beam could also be used.

A grid of reference points which are used to generate
beam pointing commands, motion compensation refer-
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ence signals and timing signals as to be constructed in
the horizontal plane (X,Y) of reference coordinates is
shown in FIG. 1A. Separation between the reference
points are scaled with respect to an initial acquisition
range, Rj4, in map reference coordinates. The initial
acquisition range is related to a grid scaling range, Ry,
and can be represented by:

Ry = Ryg — V4 [cosBrg cosyry cosyir4 sindrg ~ sinfirq] -

NapNep
== (Ty + 2Tinqp)

where:

R4 is the initial acquisition range;

R, is the scaling range to the center of the grid, i.e.,
the origin of map reference coordinates at the time
search is half complete;

V14 is the velocity of the seeker at initial acquisition;

814 is the depression angle of the velocity vector at
initial acquisition;

14 is the squint angle at initial acquisition;

Nep, Nep are the number of azimuth and elevation
beam positions in the grid, respectively;

T;is the coherent integration time; and

Tsngp is the time it takes to snap the beam from one
beam position to another beam position.

Grid coordinates x and y are centered at the map
reference point, O. The y axis is taken to be aligned with
the horizontal projection of the scaling range vector R,.
The spacing between each of the reference points (Pxj)
are set at an integer number of resolution cells. These
are arrived at in the following manner, first calculate,

and

Rear
AYR = ———F
R Uz sop, RF
where:
AX 4is the azimuth ground projections of the antenna
beamwidth;
AYR is the range ground projection of the antenna
beamwidth;
aris the 3 dB two way antenna beamwidth;
¥, is the elevation angle of R,; and
B’'rF is the bandwidth ratio of the range bandpass
filter (BpRr) to AF;. If AF;=Bpg, then B'rr=1.
If AFp~ pwr then,

CAF) tan ¥

B Rrg = ——™
WSR,af

where:
C is the speed of an electromagnetic signal, typically
assumed to be 1109 ft/sec;
AFp is the effective range frequency bandwidth; and
S is the chirp slope.
Then the number of azimuth resolution cells between
reference points is:
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NI AXy
Na =N\ 5~

and the number of range resolution cells between the
reference points is:

where NI takes the nearest integer of the quantity in the
parentheses.

Hence, the distance between each reference point
P, in azimuth is:

AYR cosys,

NR=NI( 3R

Dg=N4064

and the total number of azimuth reference points in the
grid is:

Nyg = NI Dy

Similarly, the distance between each reference point
Pk, In projected ground range

Dgr = NRr _cggko
and the total number of projected ground range points
in the grid is:

N NI( Yo )
YG = DGR

where:

NI=nearest integer;

Xg is the azimuth dimension of the grid; and

Ygis the down range dimension of the grid.

The reference points are laid out in the x and y dimen-
sions of the grid starting at the origin.

‘When range and doppler FFT cells are formed, Ng
and Ny of their corresponding amplitudes are placed
sequentially (as the beam is snapped) in a range, range
rate acquisition array located in parameter memory 130.
The latter have been designed to fit in adjacent positions
following the raster scan sequencing.

All motion compensation, antenna pointing and tim-
ing signals are derived from the kl position vector (%))
in the grid relative to the map reference point and the
position vector from the secker to map reference point
(R). The map reference point is usually taken to be at
the best estimate when guiding a missile, a priori, of the
target aimpoint. In vector form, the basic reference
signal for the timing and control unit 128 is:

Ru=R+7

wherein R is calculated from seeker inertial measure-
ments, while rz7is a grid vector denoting the kl refer-
ence point under illumination. Antenna pointing com-
mands are generated by transforming the normalized
Ry7components, which are in reference coordinates, to
antenna coordinates and using the corresponding (an-
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8
tenna plane) direction cosines as error signals as de-
scribed further hereinafter.

Referring now also to FIG. 2, more details of the
SAR 12 according to the present invention is shown. It
will be noted that FIG. 2 does not show many standard
elements in synthetic aperture radar systems such as
power connections, timing signal sources, some filters
and some amplifiers. However, it will be understood by
one of the skill in the art using known design techniques
that such elements are required.

The SAR 12 includes a chirp generator 124 which
produces a signal having a frequency characteristic as
shown in FIG. 3A and described further hereinafter.
The frequency of the signal increases linearly at a chirp
slope s. The signal makes one sweep in frequency be-
tween f, and f,;,4x in 2 sweep time T;. The bandwidth,
BW, of the signal is (fnax— fo- The sweep in frequency is
repeated at a sweep repetition interval, T,. As will be
apparent to one skill in the art, the signal of FIG. 3A is
commonly called a chirped signal and circuitry for
generating such a signal is known.

The chirped signal provided by the chirp generator
124 is fed to an exciter 125 wherein the chirped signal is
mixed with a local oscillator signal to provide an output
signal at an output frequency. The output signal form
the exciter 125 is fed to a transmitter 122 via a switch
120. The transmitter 122 is of known construction such
as might be found in radar systems. The switch 120
opens and closes in response to a control signal from
timing and control unit 128. The opening and closing of
switch 120 provides a pulsed signal as shown in FIG. 3B
and described further hereinafter. For a single period
T of a chirped signal, as shown in FIG. 3A, the pulse
signal is provided as shown in FIG. 3B wherein the
pulses 50, . . . 50_1 are repeated at a pulse repetition
interval T, and have a time width of Tw-

The pulsed signal is fed, via transmitter 122, to a
diplexer 102. The diplexer 102 routes the pulsed signal
to an antenna 100. The diplexer 102 here operates in a
manner as described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,083,130 entitled
“Pulse Radar and Components Therefor” (which Pa-
tent is assigned to the same assignee as this application
and is incorporated herein by reference). The antenna
100 transmits the pulsed signal in a direction as con-
trolled by timing and control unit 128. The transmit
direction is selected, in a manner to be described in
greater detail below, to transmit the pulsed signal
towards an appropriate one of the patches 16; . . . 164s.

The transmitted pulses travel to a selected patch, for
example patch 16;, reflect from objects in the patch 16;
and impinge on the antenna 100. When no pulses are
being transmitted, the reflected pulses will pass through
the diplexer 102 to mixer 104. As seen in FIG. 3B, each
of the pulses 50, . . . 50— is followed by an interval
Trxduring which pulses can be received. The SAR 12
is controlled in 2 manner described below to ensure
reflections from objects within patch 16; arrive at an-
tenna 100 during one of the intervals Tryx.

The reflected signal is applied to the mixer 104,
which is of known construction. The second input to
the mixer 104 comes from the chirp generator 124. The
mixer 104 performs an operation known as “dechirp-
ing” the reflected signal. The dechirped signal includes
frequency components representing objects within the
illuminated patch 16;. There is 2 component for each
point (called “a reflecting point”) within the patch 16;
which reflects one of the transmitted pulses back to
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antenna 100. The frequency components are propor-
tional to the range from the missile 10 to the reflecting
point with the higher frequencies representing longer
ranges.

The frequency components of the dechirped signal
can be filtered into separate frequency bins. Due to the
relationship between frequency and range, each fre-
quency bin represents reflections from objects in a spe-
cific band of ranges. As will be described later, FFT
processors 114A . . . 114D are filter banks to filter the
dechirped signal into separate signals representing bins
of ranges, hereinafter called “range bins.” Before filter-
ing into range bins, the dechirped signal from the mixer
104 is divide into four signals and fed to mixers 106A. .
.. 106D. Having four channels reduces what are termed
“ambiguities” in a manner which will be described here-
inafter. The mixers 106A . . . 106D are of known con-
struction with the second inputs to the mixers 106A . .
. 106D being fed from a synthesizer 126. The frequency
and phase of the signals out of the synthesizer 126 are
controlled by timing and control unit 128 to compen-
sate, in a manner to be described in greater detail below,
for motion of the missile 10 while a SAR image is being
formed.

The motion compensated signals from the synthesizer
126 are mixed with the received signals removing qua-
dratic phase terms from the signals in mixers 106A . . .
106D and output signals from the mixers 106A . . . 106D
are applied to range gates 108A . . . 108D respectively.
The range gates 108A . . . 108D are switches which
close at a particular time for a short duration. The time
at which reflected pulses reach the SAR 12 depends on
the range to reflecting points in patch 16; Thus, by
closing the switches of range gates 108A . . . 108D at the
appropriate time after a pulse is transmitted, range gates
108A . . . 108D allow only reflections from points at
desired ranges to pass and block reflections from all
other ranges.

Referring now also to FIG. 4, a greater detail of the
patch 16; and how the times for controlling the ranges
gates 106A . . . 106D are selected will be described. The
patch 16; is divided into four coarse range bins, 4024,
402B, 402C and 402D, centered around ranges Ri, Ra,
Rjand Ry, respectively. As is known, the time at which
a reflected signal is received in relation to when it is
transmitted is two times the range R divided by the
speed of light C or (2R/C). Thus, time is shown to
correspond to range. For example, a time gate 408A,
corresponding to range gate 108A, is shown to allow
signals to pass while reflections from objects in coarse
range bin 402A. are being received.

Likewise, time gates 408B, 408C and 408D corre-
sponding to range gates 108B, 108C and 108D, respec-
tively, are shown to allow signals to pass while the
reflections from objects in coarse range bands 402B,
402C and 402D, respectively, are being received. Each
range gate is shown to allow signals to pass for a timed
duration tg.

The range gates 108A . . . 108D are operated such
that there is some overlap in the time gates 408A . . .
408D. However, range gates 108A . . . 108D act only as
coarse range gates. Further processing described be-
low, in each of the paths 105A . . . 105D ensures that
only signals arriving during the intervals 408A° . . .
408D, respectively, are used for further processing.
The intervals 408A° . . . 408D’ each have a time duration
of tsank as shown.
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Referring again to FIG. 2, the signals out of range
gates 108A . . . 108D are fed to corresponding filters
110A. ... 110D. The filters 110A . . . 110D are bandpass
filters of known construction with each passband hav-
ing a width BW at some convenient intermediate fre-
quency. The frequency of the corresponding signals
applied to mixers 106A . . . 106D are controlled by
synthesizer 126 to frequency translate the signal applied
to each of the range gates 108A . . . 108D to the center
frequency of each of the bandpass filters 110A . . . 110D.

As described above, the frequency components of the
dechirped signal depends on the range to the reflecting
points. The signals applied to each of the filters 110A .
.. 110D, due to the time gating of range gates 108A . .
. 108D, represent different reflected signals from differ-
ent ranges and therefore are received at antenna 100
having different frequencies. By varying the mixing
signals from synthesizer 126 to compensate for the dif-
ference in frequencies among signals entering the paths
105A . . . 105D, the frequency of the output signals of
the mixers 106A. . .106D can be within the same fre-
quency range. This selection of mixing signals is not
necessary, but is convenient because it allows filters
110A . . . 110D to be of similar construction. :

The bandpass filters 110A. . . . 110D limit the band
width of signals applied to analog to digital converters
(A/Ds) 112A . . . 112D respectively. As described
above, the frequency spectrum of the dechirped signal
depends on the range to the object from which the
signal has reflected. In viewing FIG. 4, it would seem as
if the bandpass filters 110A . . . 110D would allow to
pass only those signals allowed to pass by range gates
108A . . . 108D. However, there is a problem, called
“interruption ambiguity”, associated with using a
pulsed waveform as in FIG. 3B for a SAR. To under-
stand interruption ambiguities, FIG. 3B shows that after
each of the pulses 50g . . . 50x_1, there is an interval
Trx during which reflection of a transmitted pulse are
received. If the interval Trywere long enough to allow
the immediately preceding pulse to travel to and from
the patch 16; (FIG. 1A), the pulse repetition interval T,
would be so long that insufficient data would be col-
lected to form a SAR map or image. To avoid such a
problem, the reflections from a pulse are received in the
interval Try preceding the pulse transmitted q pulses
later. For example, the reflections of pulse 50, is re-
ceived in the interval T rxpreceding the transmission of
pulse 50,. An ambiguity arises if any one of the pulses
intervening pulse 50, and 50, were to reflect (totally or
partially) from an object (e.g. rain or clutter) closer to
the missile 10 than patch 16;(FIG. 1A). The reflection,
called a “spurious reflection”, could reach the SAR 12
at the same time as the reflection from pulse 50, striking
the patch 16; (FIG. 1A). The spurious reflection could
pass through one of the range gates 108A . . . 108D.
However, the range to the point where the spurious
reflection occurred -is different than the range to patch
16;. The frequency of the dechirped spurious reflection
is, therefore, outside the bandpass of any one of the
bandpass filters 110A . . . 110D.

It might seem, then, that only the filters 110A. . . .
110D are sufficient to exclude spurious returns without
the range gates 108A . . . 108D. The problem is more
complicated, though, because the frequency spectrum
associated with each pulse is not as simple as shown in
FIG. 3B. Because the chirped signal of FIG. 3A has
been modulated by a periodic signal (e.g. by the peri-
odic opening and closing of switch 120) there are side-
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bands at integer multiples of the frequency of the peri-
odic signal Tp(i.e. at frequencies of p/Tp where p=1, 2,
3,4 ...). Thus, one of the pulses intervening pulse 50,
and pulse 50, might have a py, sideband having the same
frequency as the returns from pulse 50, which could
reflect from some intermediate object and impinge on
the antenna 100 of the SAR 12 during the interval Try
preceding pulse 50, The spurious return could then
pass through one of the filters 110A . . . 110D with the
reflection of pulse 50,, but by having range gates 108A
... 108D in the path, there is a good chance the spurious
reflection will not arrive at exactly the right time to pass
through with reflections of pulses from patch 16;. It can
be seen that the range gates 108A . . . 1080 and filters
100A . .. 1100 are set to pass returns from patch 16;and
to block spurious reflections such that spurious reflec-
tions do not interfere with the operation of the SAR 12.

It is important to note that several parameters of the
transmitted signal must be appropriately set to enable
filters 100A . . . 110D and range gates 108A . .. 108D to
pass the desired reflections and exclude spurious reflec-
tions. The manner in which parameters are selected is
described in greater detail below. Suffice it to say here
that the required parameters depend on the ramge be-
tween the missile 10 and the patch 16; (FIG. 1A). A set
of parameters for each of numerous ranges are stored in
parameter memory 130. Based on calculations made by
inertial navigation system (INS) 132 of the range to the
patch 16; the timing and control unit 128 reads the
values of those parameters from parameter memory 130
and sends control signals to other elements of the SAR
12 to have the SAR 12 operate with the appropriate
parameters.

The output signal from each of the bandpass filters
100A ... 1100 are fed to mixers 111A . . . 111D, respec-
tively, wherein each respective signal is mixed with a
local oscillator signal from an oscillator 109. Each of
the mixers 111A . . . 111D provide an output signal with
a frequency within an operating frequency range of the
respective one of the A/D’s 112A . .. 112D. The output
signal from each one of the mixers 111A . . . 111D are
converted to digitized signals by analog to digital con-
verters (A/D’s) 112A . . . 112D. The digitized signals
are fed to a digital signal processor (DSP) 140 which
includes fast fourier transform (FFT) processors 114A .
.. 114D and FFT processors 116; . . . 1167 which oper-
ate in a manner to be described. The digitized signals are
first fed to the FFT processors 114A . . . 114D. The
FFT processors 114A . . . 114D are of known construc-
tion and can operate on a number, N, of samples. Here,
N is 128. The digital signals provided to the FFT pro-
cessors 114A . . . 114D are collected over a period of
time equal to one sweep interval, Ts, (FIG. 3A) of the
transmitted signal. Thus, the FFT processors 114A . . .
114D perform an FFT on the return signals from one
chirp.

As described above, the frequency of the dechirped
signal varies in relation to the range between the missile
10 and an object from which the transmitted signals
reflected. As is known, an FFT processor acts as a bank
of bandpass filters, with each output representing the
components of the input signal in a particular frequency
band. Therefore, the cutputs of each of the FFT proces-
sors 114A . . . 114D represent a signal reflected from
objects in different range bins. In other words, the FFT
processors 114A . . . 114D act to divided the reflections
into fine range bins. The frequency resolution of each of
the FFT processors 114A . . . 114D depends on the
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12
number of sampies, N, on which the FFT processor
operates. Because of the relation between frequency
and range bins, the value selected for N controls the
resolution of the range bins.

As shown in FIG. 4, the coarse range bins of time
gates 408A . . . 408D produced by range gates 108A . .
. 108D, respectively, overlap. Only the portions 408A." .
. . 408D’ having a duration tagsx are needed. A portion
at each end of each time gate 408A. . . . 408D having a
duration t,,, as shown, is not required to produce a SAR
map. Therefore, some of the fine range bins produced
by FFT processors 114A . . . 114D will also overlap.
The overlapping fine range bins do not need to be used
in further processing to form 2 SAR map. For example,
if FFT processors 114A . . . 114D each produce 128
outputs numbered sequentially, then only 20 of those
outputs, say numbers 53 to 73, might be used.

As is known from the theory of FFT processing, the
output of an FFT processor approximates the spectrum
of the input signal. Using a fixed number of input sam-
ples means that only a portion of the signal is actually
used as an input, and some error can occur. By using the
samples of the signal collected during time t., the por-
tion of the signal used is increased and the amount of
error is reduced. Other techniques, such as one known
as “cosine weighing™ of the samples applied to FFT
processors 114A . . . 114D, can also be used to reduce
the error.

One set of outputs for each FFT processor 114A. . .
.114D is produced for each sweep time, Ts (FIG. 3B).
The outputs of the FFT processor 114A . . . 114D define
a time varying signal and well known theory about
SARs tells us that these signals contain frequency com-
ponents representing reflections from points within the
patch 16;. The frequency of each component is related
to the azimuthal angle of a corresponding reflecting
point relative to the SAR 12. Briefly, the phase of a
reflected signal from an object in patch 16;is related to
the to and from propagation time to the reflecting point.
This phase changes as the missile 10 moves the SAR 12,
since the range between the SAR 12 and the reflecting
point changes. The rate of change of range, and hence
phase, is proportional to the sine of the azimuthal angle
between the direction of travel of the SAR 12 and the
reflecting point (hereinafter “azimuth’ or *“azimuthal
angle”). Since the frequency of a signal is actually the
rate of change of the phase of the signal, changing phase
at a rate proportional to azimuthal angle produces fre-
quency components having frequencies proportional to
the azimuthal angle. The FFT processors 116; . . . 1167
act as filter banks to sort the frequency components into
frequency bins. Here, each frequency bin corresponds
to a band of azimuthal angles, or an “azimuthal bin”.

The outputs of the FFT processors 1161 . . . 116/
represent pixels of the patch 16;. As described above,
range gates 108A . . . 108D and FFT processors 114A .
. . 114D produce signals depicting reflecting points in
range bins. Each of the FFT processors 116; . . . 116
divides the signals of one range bin into a plurality of
azimuthal bins. The outputs of all the FFT processors
116; . . . 116)r define a grid in range and azimuth and
each output represents the intensity of reflections from
reflecting points in a particular range bin and a particu-
lar azimuth bin. Here, each FFT processor 116; . . .
11637 are designed to operate on samples in groups of
powers of two. For example, an FFT processor might
be switched to handle 64, 128 or 256 samples. If FFT
processors 116; . . . 116ps are required to operate on a
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number of samples which is not a power of two, FFT
processors 116; . . . 116,7are set to operate on the next
largest power of two and samples having a value of zero
are added to the input. This process of adding zero
samples is commonly called “zero filling” and is com-
monly used in digital signal processing. The selection of
the number of samples FFT processors 1161 . . . 1163r
operate on is described in greater detail below.

As described above, FFT processors 114A . . . 114D
provide one set of outputs for each sweep interval Ts
(FIG. 3B). The chirps are transmitted repetitively at
intervals T, (FIG. 3A). At each interval T,, one sample
is applied to FFT processors 116y . . . 116ps. After a
number N; of intervals T, FFT processors 116; . . .
11657 produce signals representing the patch 16;. The
time it takes to produce signals representing one patch
16; is called a “dwell” or ‘“coherent integration time”.
The output of each of the FFT processors 116; . . .
116)7are fed to a map circuit 118 wherein output signals
from the FFT processors 116 . . . 1167 are stored.

At the end of each dwell, timing and control unit 128
steers the antenna 100-towards another one of the
patches 161 . . . 1645 (FIG. 1A). The SAR 12 operates in
the manner described above to produce signals repre-
senting the second patch. Those signals are likewise
applied to the map circuit 118. From dwell to dwell,
signals representing the various patches in the mapping
area 17 (FIG. 1A) are applied to the map circuit 118.
The map circuit 118,, as described further hereinafter,
combines the signals representing all the patches into
one map. The map or digital image produced by the
map circuit 118 can be used by the digital signal proces-
sor 20 of the missile 10 in any known fashion, such as
described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,052,045. entitled “Con-

firmed Boundary Pattern Matching” or as described 3

further hereinafter to guide the missile 10 (FIG. 14)
towards a target in the mapping area 17 (FIG. 1A).

As mentioned above, the timing and control unit 128
provides control signals which alter various parameters
of the SAR 12 as the range changes. The range changes
as the missile 10 (FIG. 1A) approaches a target and as
the antenna 100 is steered towards different ones of the
patches 167 . . . 1645. The various parameters which are
controlled include: the chirp slope S (FIG. 3A), the
pulse repetition interval T, (FIG. 3B), the sweep time
T; (FIG. 3A), the frequency and phase of the mixing
signals produced by the synthesizer 126, the time when
range gates 108A . . . 108D are closed, and the number
of samples on which the FFT processors 1161 . . . 11637
operate. A method in which values of these parameters
is selected is now described.

It must be recognized that some of the parameters of
the SAR 12 are constrained by physical laws, for exam-
ple, the bandwidth of the chirped signal (FIG. 3A). As
is known from the theory of SARs, for any desired
range resolution, the bandwidth must be sufficiently
large. In SAR 12, the required width of each range bin
produced by FFT processors 114A . . . 114D is deter-
mined based on the intended application. For example,
in some applications, it may be sufficient to know thata
target is located at a range R within #10 ft. In that
application, the range bins could be as wide as 20 ft.
Having selected a desired range resolution, the band-
width can be determined. Here, the bandwidth, BW, is
the difference between fmax and f, (FIG. 3A) and is
constant regardless of range.

A second parameter constrained by physical laws is
the duration of a dwell, T; One familiar with SAR
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technology will appreciate that the length of a dwell
impacts the length of the synthetic aperture. The length
of a dwell in turn dictates the smallest -achievable azi-
muth resolution. As with range resolution, the required
azimuth resolution is determined by the intended appli-
cation. Based on the velocity V of the missile 10 (FIG.
1A), the nominal wavelength of the transmitted signal
and the angle to the patch 16; (FIG. 1A), the minimum
dwell time yielding the desired azimuth resolution can
be computed. Where, as here, the intended flight path of
the missile 10 (FIG. 1A) is known, an appropriate
length for a dwell time may be computed for various
ranges and stored in parameter memory 130. Alterna-
tively, the required dwell time can be computed from
current position and velocity data relative to the target.

Another physical constraint on the parameters of the
SAR 12 arises from consideration of sampling theory.
Referring now also to FIG. 5, a beam pattern 500 in-
cluding a main beam 502 and sidelobe beams 506A and
5068, is shown as would be produced by signals trans-
mitted from the antenna 100. A line 504 indicates the
direction of travel of the missile 10 (FIG. 1A) projected
onto the plane of the ground 9 (FIG. 1A). A curve 508
shows the direction of increasing angle measured rela-
tive to the line 504. The distance between the origin O
and any point on the beams 502, 506A. or 506B indicates
the relative strength of the transmitted beam in that
direction.

The beam pattern 500 shows the main beam 502 in the
direction 6 from the line 504 and the two sidelobe beams
506A and 506B. One skilled in the art will appreciate
there may be other sidelobes than those explicitly
shown, however, those sidelobes have lower signal
strengths and are of less concern than those shown. The
distance between the origin O and any point on the
beams 502, 506A or 506B indicates the relative strength
of the transmitted beam in that-direction. The main
beam 502 has 3dB beam width az. The sidelobes S06A
and 506B have substantially lower amplitudes than the
main beam 502 such that objects in the direction out of
the main beam 502 will produce radar reflections small
enough to be ignored. For angles deviating from the
center of the main beam 502 by more than an angle of
6,, the reflected signals will have amplitudes less than
or equal to the amplitudes of sidelobes 506A and 506B
and can be effectively ignored. Ignoring reflections
from objects separated from the center of the beam by
angles greater than 03 is important when it is considered
that 2 SAR can not unambiguously resolve reflections
from objects at any angle.

Referring again to FIG. 2, it will be recalled, the FFF
processors 116; . . . 116prresolved reflecting points into
azimuthal bins based on phase changes, sometimes
called the “Doppler frequency”, of the reflections.
From SAR technology, it is known that the frequency
fz of each reflection-is related to the azimuthal angle by
the formula:

fa=(2F/A) Cosdg Eq. 1
where,
V is the velocity of the missile 10 (FIG. 1A);
A is the wavelength of the transmitted signal; and
04is the azimuthal angle to the reflecting point.
However, it must be recalled that samples are sup-
plied to FFT processors 1167 . . . 11637 every T, (FIG.
3A) seconds. From the sampling theorem, then, FFT
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processors 1161 . . . 116s can only unambiguously re-
solve frequencies in a range 1/(2T)).

Combining each of the foregoing considerations, it
can be seen that the signals fed to FFT processors 116;
. . . 1167 are from reflecting points at angles (8 —0-) to
(0+82). From EQ. 1, then, the frequencies will range
from

@V/A) [Cos (6—02) to 2F/A) Cos (6+602).

To satisfy the sampling therein,

1

T;

> (2V/2) [Cos(f — 62) — Cos(8 + 62)] Eq.2

After some simplification, an equation for electing
Tr(max) i.e. the maximum value of T, can be repre-
sented by:

_— Eq 3
Trma)) ~~Z7Sin 6 5in 0,

As can be seen in EQ. 3, the ramp repetition period
Trdepends on the angle 6 which varies as the missile 10
(FIG. 1A) approaches a target. Here, the intended tra-
jectory of missile 10 is known as priori. Estimates of the
angle 0 can be made for each range such that values of
T, is longer than T The difference is due to the fact
that it takes time for the chirp generator 124 (FIG. 2) to
reinitialize (sometimes called “flyback time” and desig-
nated Trp). Also, as shown in FIG. 2, the chirp genera-
tor 124 is used to provide the transmitted chirp signals
as well as to provide the chirp signal to dechirp the
received signal. In this case, the chirp generator 124
cannot begin 1o provide a second chirp signal until the
last pulse of the first chirp has been reflected from patch
16; and received. This time is designated T,,qx. Thus,

Ts<(Trmax)— TFB— Trnax} Eq 4

As described above, the parameters of the SAR 12
must also change with range to avoid “eclipsing”. As
noted in reference to FIG. 3B, the SAR 12 must be
operated such that the reflections of any puise from
patch 16; (FIG. 1A) reach the antenna 100 during an
interval Try. Referring now also to FIGS. 6A and 6B,
additional detail of the interval Tgry between pulses
50(—1) and S50, is shown. The reflections of pulse 500
reach the antenna 100 during the interval Tgrxas shown
however, it can be generalized to show that the reflec-
tions from any one of the pulses 50, . . . 50(v_1) are
received during the interval Tgry after “q” more pulses
have been transmitted.

As the range to patch 16; changes, the time for a
reflection of a pulse to reach antenna 100 changes.
Thus, the pulse repetition interval Tpand the number of
pulses g may need to change as the range to the target
changes. As described above, the range gates 108A . . .
108D close during the interval Trx to allow the re-
ceived signals from patch 16;to pass for further process-
ing. FIG. 6A shows the latest times 608A . . . 608D
which the gates 108A . . . 108D respectively can close
and still receive reflections within the interval Try. As
shown in FIG. 4, the range gates 408A . . . 408D, taken
together, allow reflections over an interval of time en-
compassing reflections from patch 16;. The center of
this interval is shown as Tcepzer. FIG. 6A shows that the
center of the interval, T censer, must occur before Timax to
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avoid any one of the time gates 408A . . . 408D from
overlapping with the transmission of pulse 50g.
As seen in FIG. 6A, the time T ;4% precedes the time
qTp by an amount T such that:

Trmax=qTp—T+ Eq. 5a

T =3[T+2g+ thank(Ng— ]+ tsw4- Eq. 5b
or alternatively

Tp=Tmax+T+)/q Eq. 5¢

where:

q is the numbered pulse in question;

Twis the pulse width;

T, is the interpulse interval;

tg is the time each of the gates 108A . . . 108D is

closed;

tpank is the portion of time each of the range gates

108A . .. 108D is closed that is required without
time overlap as shown in FIG. 4; '

Ng is the number of range gates, here 4; and

tsm+ 1S a margin of time required to ensure for the

range gates 108A . . .108D to switch from closed to
open.

FIG. 6B shows that Teenrer must occur after a time
Tomin to avoid any one of the time gates 408A. . . . 408D
from overlapping the transmission of pulse 50(;—1). The
time Tpmin is displaced from a time (q—1)T, by an
amount T_ such that

Trmin=(q—DIp+ T~ . Eq. 6a
or alternatively:
T =}Tw+tg+tbank{Ng— D] + 15w -+ ts1ip) Eq. 6b
where:
Tw;, Tp, tg, thank, and Ng are as described above;

tsw_ is a margin of time required to ensure for the
range gates 108A . . . 108D to switch from open to
close; and

tsijp is the decrease in propagation time between the

SAR 12 and the center of the patch 16; (FIG. 1A)
due to the missile 10 (FIG. 1A) getting closer to the
patch 16; during one dwell.

The factor tg; in Eq. 6B accounts for the situation
wherein the parameters to avoid eclipsing are selected
at the beginning of a dwell and are not changed until the
beginning of the next dwell. Because range gets smaller
during the dwell, the parameters selected at the begin-
ning must also avoid eclipsing at the end of the dwell.

Of the parameters listed in Egs. Sa and 63, q and T,
will be changed at each dwell, as necessary. The values
for q and T are selected such that gates 108A . . .108D
are closed to receive reflections from patch 16; Addi-
tionally, values for q and T, must be selected such that
the center, Tecenrer, of the time gates 408A . . . 408D is
between Tmex and T, Of course, Tmex must be
greater than T, as described in Eq. 5¢ and Eq. 6a.
Thus, a maximum value for g, Gmax, can be calculated
by combining Eq. 5a and Eq. 6a, wherein:

8max=(Tmax+T4)/ (T4 +T-) Eq. 7
Numerous combinations of values could be selected for
q and T; as long as g is less than qmex. However, the
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values selected must simuitaneously prevent “interrup-
tion ambiguities” as to be described.

Interruption ambiguities arise, because the chirped
signal produced by the chirp generator 124 is modu-
lated by the switch 120 to provide a pulsed signal. For
purposes of explanation, assume initially that the pulse
width Tw(FIG. 3B) is small enough to effectively ig-
nore (i.e. the transmitted pulses are represented as im-
pulses). If at any instant of time, t1, the chirped signal
has a frequency f(t1), the transmitted signal contains
frequencies £(t1)+p(1/Tp) where p=1, 2, 3 . . .. The
terms p(1/Tp) are referred to as sidebands and arise
because of the periodic sampling of the signal whereas
f(t1) is called the central signal.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 7A, a portion of a
dechirped signal from mixer 104 as a function of time is
illustrated. FIG. 7A shows spectral components of the
dechirped signal resulting from the reflections of one
transmitted pulse. The pulse is transmitted at time
TxamrT, as indicated. A bin 700 represents possible re-
flections of a central signal f(t;) received at the SAR 12
and dechirped. As described above, the dechirped fre-
quency depends on the range to the object from which
the pulse reflected. Thus, the frequency of the de-
chirped central signal increases as the time (i.e. range)
increases. This increase in frequency is proportional to
the chirp slope s as indicated. (Note, s has units of fre-
quency/sec so the inverse of s is used where frequency
is the ordinate).

FIG. 7A also indicates that sidebands from the trans-
mitted pulse will be received. For illustration, four
upper sidebands are depicted as bands 702A . . . 702D
and one lower sideband 704 is shown. Each sideband is
offset in frequency from the central signal by a fixed
amount, 1/Tp Thus, the sidebands appear as bands
parallel to band 700.

As described above, gates 108A . . . 108D in combina-
tion with filters 110A . . . 110D operate to select re-
flected signals from patch 16; (FIG. 1A). Here, window
T06A depicts the time when one of the gates, say 108A,
and one of the filters, say 110A, are allowing the reflec-
tion of the transmitted pulse to pass. As seen, band 700
passes through window 706A. The window 706A has a
time width tsq,x representing the time when signals are
allowed to pass in path 105A. The window 706A has a
frequency width BW corresponding to the bandwidth
of the filter 110A.

FIG. TA also shows windows 706B . . . 706D corre-
sponding to the windows for passing the reflections
from previously transmitted pulses. As depicted, win-
dows 706B and 706C do not cover any of the bands 700,
TJ02A . . . 702D, or 704. Window 706D is shown cen-
tered over band 702D, implying that reflections of side-
band 702D from the current pulse could be received at
the same time and at the same frequency as the reflec-
tions from the central signal of a previously transmitted
pulse. The reception of the sideband 702D thus repre-
sents an interruption ambiguity. Physically, the ambigu-
ity shown means that a sideband from the pulse trans-
mitted at time Tyarris reflecting from an object closer
to missile 10 than patch 16;and its reflection is reaching
antenna 100 at the same time as the reflection of a previ-
ously transmitted pulse from patch 16;.

The ambiguity occurs at the py; sideband, where here
p is shown to be 4. The ambiguity occurs at the recep-
tion of q pulses before the reception of the desired pulse
(i.e. a time qT, before the reception of the desired
pulse). Here q is shown to have a value of 3. From

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18
geometrical considerations, it can be seen that the over-
lap of window 706D and band 702D occurs when the
following relationship is satisfied:

;.—:qTP/(p/T},) Eg. 8a

or

S = pAqT?) Eq. 8b

For the values of S and T, depicted in FIG. 7A, Eq.
8b is satisfied by values of p=4 and q=3. Eq. 8b is also
satisfied by any integer multiples of p=4 and q=3,
indicating there are other overlapping windows and
bands. However, where q and p have no common fac-
tors, Eq. 8b predicts the overlap of the window closest
in time and frequency to the desired sample. This repre-
sents the worst case overlap. The further away the
overlap occurs in time and frequency, the weaker the
spurious signal causing the interruption ambiguity will
be. The longer the time it takes for the overlap to occur
means that the spurious signal has travelled a longer
range. From the radar equation, it is known that signal
strength decreases as the range increases to the fourth
power. Thus, if the number of pulses (i.e. q) between
when a pulse is transmitted, Txar, and when it first
causes an interruption ambiguity can be increased, the
strength of the interruption ambiguity can be small
enough to be effectively ignored. Also, an antenna pat-
tern will discriminate against ambiguities if proper ge-
ometry is maintained. Additionally, the strength of the
sideband signal decreases as the frequency difference
between the central signal and the sideband increases.
Thus, as p takes on higher numbers, the impact of the
interruption ambiguity can be ignored. Thus, interrup-
tion ambiguities other than as shown in FIG. 7A can be
ignored.

The solution, then, is to manage the selection of sys-
tem parameters to eliminate the effect of the overlap of
the sideband 702D with the window 706D. As shown in
FIG. 7A, the reflections of the transmitted pulse do not
occur before the transmission of the pulse at time
Txmrr- Thus, the interruption ambiguity can be elimi-
nated by transmitting the pulse at time Txar after the
time of window 706D. In other words, when a pulse is
transmitted, parameters T and S should be selected
such that reflections of the pulse from patch 16; are
received before the qth pulse is transmitted where q
satisfies Eq. 8b as shown in FIGS. 6A and 6B.

Still referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, further require-
ments of the system parameters may be observed. The
window 706A is centered around band 700 indicating
the central signal is received and processed. Windows
706B and 706C must not contact any of the band or else
portions of a sideband would be erroneously received
and processed. Thus, the extent of each of the windows
706A. . . . 706D must be considered. FIG. 7B shows the
window 706B and the band 2A. For purposes of illustra-
tion, the window 706B is taken to be one of the win-
dows 706A . . . 706D closest to one of the bands 702A
... 702D exclusive of window 706A which is intended
to be centered over band 700. The center 752D (FIG.
7B) of the window 706B is displaced along the time axis
from the center 752A of the band 702A by an amount
equal to (Tp/p). This quantity can be derived from the
situation shown in FIG. 7A. The windows 706A. . . .
706D also appear at periodic intervals, but it takes p
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periods (here p is 4) for the two periodic signals to align.
Thus, the closest spacing of the bands and the windows
can be shown to be (T,/p).

The time T,/p is shown to be the time between the
point 752A at the center of band 702A and the point
752D at the center of window 706B. To avoid undesired
overlap of window 706B and band 702A, that time must
equal:

1 1 1 1

m+m+ 2textra +W

where,
tpwis the time for the frequency of sideband 702A to
decrease by the bandwidth BW of window 706B
(.e. BW/S);
Twis the time width of the transmitted pulse which is
also the time width of band 702A;
textra is additional time to prevent bleed through
which could be as little as 0; and
tg is the time width of window 706B as previously
described.
Rearranging terms, it can be seen that

Ip/p> ¥ Tw+tg+18W) Eq. 92

or

Tp>ipto Eq. 5
where t, represents the sum of Tw, tgand tgpwhich are
fixed system parameters determined empirically when
constructing the SAR 12 (FIG. 2).

To actually choose system parameters as a function of
range, it is necessary to determine parameter values
which simultaneously satisfy Eq. 4, Eq. 5¢, Eq. 7, Eq. 8
and Eq. 9b. One way to determine parameters values
which satisfy the equations is to calculate parameter
values for various values of p and q and selecting values
which satisfy all the above described conditions. A
lower bound on the values of p and q can be determined
from Eq. 9b in conjunction with Eq. 7, from which it
can be determined that:

P> Tmax+T 4 )/ to Eq 10
An upper bound on p and q can be determined from the
requirement that the chirp signal sweeps in frequency
(frrax— f5) in a time T (FIG. 3) at a rate of S, which can
be written as:

Ts=Umax—fo)/S

Using Eq. 8b to substitute for S and the relationship that
Tp=Tmax+ T observable in FIG. 6A, it can be seen

Ts=(max—foXTinax+T+)2/Pg Eq. lla
or that
24> Fmax—S K Tmax+T+)2/TS(nax) Eg. 11b

where Ts(max) is the maximum value of Ts and is de-
rived from Eq. 4.

The way in which a plurality of time gates reduces
ambiguities may be understood by reference to FIG.
7A. Window 706C shows the time when range gate
108A (FIG. 2) allows signals to pass. Windows 708A,
708B and 708C show the time when gates 108B, 108C
and 108D, respectively, are allowing signals to pass.
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The time when each gate allows a signal to pass is stag-
gered such that a line through the centers of windows
706C, 708A, 708B, and 708C is parallel to the bands
702B and 702C. Thus, if window 706C fits between
bands 702B and 702C, the windows 708A, 708B and
708C will also fit. If on the other hand, one window
passing all the frequencies at all the times as the four
separate paths 105A . . . 105D (FIG. 2), an ambiguity
might result. A window 710 shows the result of using
one instead of four separate paths, wherein the window
710 overlaps the bands 702B and 702C such that ambi-
guities would result.

Consider now the following parameters which are
selected or measured for the SAR 12 (FIG. 2):

BW = (£max—f,)=50 < 106 Hz;

t,=0.81 usec;

T 4 =3[Tw+tg+thankNg— D] +tews = 1.3 psec;

T = é[Tw"" tg+tbank(Ng‘_ 1)] +t_s-w—. +tglip= 1-5 ,.Lsec;

and

Trp=40 usec;
where Trpis the time allowed for flyback and reinitiali-
zation of the ramp. From Egs. 10 and 11b, values of the
product pq between 10 and 33 should be considered.
Values predicted according to the foregoing equations
are tabularized in Table I. Any set of parameters for
values of p and q not satisfying all the foregoing condi-
tions should not be included in the table.

TABLE I
S

Tmox  Tmin Ts Tr Tp HZ/
P4 g P (psec) (usec) (usec) (usec) (msec) psec)
10 5 2 6.80 5.55 328 375 4.05 0.15
2 4 3 8.42 7.98 394 442 3.24 0.13
14 7 2 10.4 717 459 509 5.67 0.11
15 5 3 10.85 9.60 492 543 4.05 0.10
13 9 2 13.28 8.79 590 643 7.29 0.09
20 S 4 1490 13.65 656 71 4.05 0.08
20 4 5 1490 1446 656 m 3.24 0.08
21 7 3 1571 1284 689 745 5.67 0.07
22 1 2 16352 1041 722 779 8.91 0.07
24 8 3 18.14 1446 787 845 6.48 0.06
26 13 2 1976 12.03 853 913 10.53 0.06
28 7 4 2138 1851 919 980 5.67 0.05
28 4 7 2138 2094 919 980 3.24 0.05
30 15 2 2300 13.65 984 1047 12.15 0.05
30 10 3 2300 17.70 934 1047 8.10 0.05
30 6 S 23.00 2094 934 1047 4.836 0.05
30 S5 6 23.00 2175 984 1047 4.05 0.05
33 1 3 2543 1931 1083 1148 8.91 0.05

Referring now to FIG. 8, the results of Table I are
shown graphically. The value of time is along the ab-
scissa and p is along the ordinate. Because of the rela-
tionship among time, when a reflection is received and
range to the object from which the pulse is reflected,
the abscissa might also be considered to indicate range.
Each of the lines 800; . . . 800;3 corresponds to one of
the rows of the Table I. Considering, for example, the
second row of the Table I, line 800; in FIG. 8 can be
seen to correspond to that row. The parameters in the
second row of the Table I can be used to control the
SAR 12 for ranges where the to and from propagation
time is between a T, of 7.98 microseconds and a Tmgx
of 8.42 microseconds. Thus, line 8005 is drawn between
times 7.98 and 8.42 on the time axis.

To select parameters for use in the SAR 12, the range,
Ry, to the center of patch 16; (FIG. 1A) is estimated as
previously described. Any one of the lines 800, . . .
800;3 above that cross the range estimate corresponds to
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parameters which would satisfy all the criteria previ-
ously discussed. In this case, lines 800;0, 800;;, and
80014 satisfy the criteria. One of the sets of parameters
corresponding to those lines can be selected depending
upon which would be easiest to implement in the SAR
12 (FIG. 2).

Here, one set of appropriate parameters for each
range (time) is selected in advance and stored in the
parameter memory 130 (FIG. 2). A dotted line 802
indicates which of the lines 800, . . . 800;3 will be used
at each range. Between ranges corresponding to points
804; and 804;, parameters corresponding to line 8001,
are used; between ranges corresponding to points 804,
and 8043, parameters corresponding to line 80010 will be
used; and so on for each of the points 804; . . . 804¢.

Referring again to FIG., 2, it should be apparent that
values of Tp, S, Trand Tymay be calculated and stored
in the parameter memory 130. As the missile ap-
proaches a target, the range will change in a way which
can be predicted by timing and control unit 128. For
each range, there is a set of the parameters in parameter
memory 130 which allows the SAR 12 to be controlled
to avoid SAR ambiguities, interruption ambiguities and
eclipsing.

The signals fed to the FFT processors 114A . . . 114D
have various frequency components. The frequency of
these components represent the ranges to various points
within patch 16; from which transmitted pulses reflect.
Thus, the FFT processors 114A . . . 114D can sort the
components by range to the reflecting point:-The phase
of these components varies over time in proportion to
the azimuthal angle of the reflecting point in reference
to the direction of travel of missile 10 (F1G.1A). Thus,
FFT processors 1161 . . . 116prare able to sort the com-
ponents based on azimuthal angle. To ensure the desired
frequency and phase characteristics, the mixing signals
produced by the synthesizer 126 must be appropriately
selected to compensate for motion of the missile 10
(FIG. 1A). The need for motion compensation might be
best understood by way of example. Referring now to
FIGS. 2 and 4, the SAR map produced by SAR 12 is
produced during a dwell lasting for a time T;. During
the dwell, the range and azimuthal angle between SAR
12 and any point, say point (i, j), will change. At the
start of the dwell, point (i, j) will be at range R; and an
angle aj. At the end of the dwell, point (j, j) willbe at a
range R; and an angle ay. This might be thought of as
the point (i, j) moving during the dwell, even though it
is really missile 10 which is moving. This motion would
make the map produced by the SAR 12 appear blurred,
much like motion of objects in a photograph makes the
photograph appear blurry.

To reduce this problem, FFT processors 114A. . . .
114D and FFT processors 116, . . . 11637 produce a map
reflecting range and azimuth relative to a reference
point rather than relative to the missile 10 (FIG. 1A).
FIG. 4 shows in the coarse range bin 402A, any point (i,
j) is at range R;and azimuthal angle a; from the point
R at the center of the range bin. The values of Rjand
a; will change very little as missile 10 (FIG. 1A) ap-
proaches the patch 16;.

In each of the other coarse range bins 402B . . . 402D,
the points in those coarse range bins can be referenced
to points Rj. . . Ryrespectively. To reference the signals
applied to FFT processors 114A . . . 114D to the points
in the coarse range bins R; . . . Ry, respectively, the
frequency and phase of signals in the paths 105A . . .
105D must be adjusted. In particular, the frequency
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component reflected from any point (i, j) must be pro-
portional to the distance R;and the change in phase of
the signal must be proportional to the angle a; (FIG. 4).
These frequency and phase characteristics are ensured
by mixing the signal in each path 105A ... 105D with
a signal of appropriate frequency and phase produced
by synthesizer 126.

Referring now also to FIG. 9, the manner in which
the appropriate signals produced by the synthesizer 126
are selected can be better understood. FIG. 9 shows
additional details of the synthesizer 126 as well as por-
tions of the SAR 12 described earlier with FIG. 2. FIG.
9 shows several mixers and local oscillators used for
frequency conversion. An oscillator 900 and a mixer
902 within the exciter 125 convert the chirped signal
produced by chirp generator 124 to an appropriate
output signal. The oscillator 900 produces an output
signal having a frequency fsi and a phase ®g1. One of
skill in the art will realize typically it is easier to build a
chirp generator 124 having an output signal at lower
frequencies and mix the lower frequency signal with a
local oscillator signal to produce an output signal with
an appropriate higher frequency.

The output signal from the exciter 125 is fed, via the
switch 120, to the transmitter 122. The output signal
from the transmitter 122 is coupled, via the diplexer 102,
to the antenna 100 wherein the transmitted signal is
radiated.

A received signal is captured by the antenna 100 and
coupled, via the diplexer 102, to the mixer 104 wherein
the received signal is “dechirped”. As described herein-
above, the dechirped signal includes a plurality of fre-
quency components indicative of objects within the
illuminated one of the patches 161 . . . 1645 (FIG. 1A).
The dechirped signal is fed to path 10SA and paths 105B
... 105D. As described hereinabove, a portion of the
dechirped signal is fed to the mixer 106A wherein the
dechirped signal is mixed with a signal from the synthe-
sizer 126 to provide an output signal. The output signal
of the mixer 106A is fed to the gate 108A and then
passed through the bandpass filter (BPF) 110A having a
center frequency frto extract the desired signal of the
receive spectrum from each received pulse. The output
signal from the BPF 110A is fed to a mixer 11IA
wherein the input signal of the mixer 111A is mixed
with a local oscillator signal from an oscillator 109
having a frequency equal to the center frequency of the
BPF 110A minus the value of one-fourth of a frequency
fs of the sampling rate of the A/D 112A and a phase
®371. The output signal of the mixer 111A is fed to the
A/D 112A wherein said signal is converted from an
analog signal to a digital signal. The A/D 112A has a
sampling rate fsi.e. the rate at which A/D 112A pro-
duces samples. The digital output signals from the A/D
112A is fed to the digital signal processor 140. Within
the digital signal processor (DSP) 140, the digital signal
from the A/D 112A is processed for range by FFT
processor 114A (here a 128 point FFT) to provide
twenty-two range cells. Since there are four paths 105A
... 105D, a total of 88 range cells are provided by DSP
140. The output of the FFT processor 114A is fed to
each of the FFT processors 1161 . . . 11637 (here M is
selected to provide an appropriate number of azimuthal
cells. Thus, the DSP 140 provides 2 SAR map of 88
cells by the above mentioned number of azimuthal cells.
1t should be apparent, a combination of control by the
synthesizer 126 and FFT processing adjusts the phase of
the incoming samples as they will line up in phase for an
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echo in the center of the corresponding range-azimuth
cell. Typically, the samples are in groups of 128 samples
per chirp ramp and 200 ramps are processed to com-
plete an array of range-azimuth cells.

The synthesizer 126 produces an output signal used
for frequency conversion at the mixer 106A. The syn-
thesizer 126 includes four similar sections 126A, 126B,
126C and 126D. Each section 126A . . . 126D of the
synthesizer 126 must provide an output signal wherein
the instantaneous frequency of sample signals at the
middle of the data gathering interval of each ramp is
matched, preferably within 1 Hz and the phase of the
sample signals are matched, preferably within 27r/256
radians so that coherent phase is maintained. Thus,
section 126A of the synthesizer 126 can be adjusted in 1
Hz increments in frequency and 2#/256 radians in
phase. The section 126A produces the signal for the
mixer 106A and is shown and will be described as repre-
sentative. The sections 126B . . . 126D produce signals
in a like manner for mixers 106B . . . 106D respectively.

Looking now more closely at the synthesizer 126, the
section 126A includes a voltage controlled oscillator
(VCO) 908 which provides an output signal with a
frequency f(n) and a phase ®(n). The frequency can be
adjusted for 1 Hz increments and the phase can be ad-
justed in 277/256 radian increments. The frequency f(n)
varies in accordance with a control signal fed to an
input labeled f and the phase ®(n) varies in accordance
with a control signal fed to an input labeled ®/2=.
These control signals, produced in a manner to be de-
scribed below, can potentially change during each re-
ceive period Try (FIG. 3A). The signal from VCO 908
is up-converted in frequency by an oscillator 904 and a
mixer 906. The oscillator 904 has a frequency f5; and a
phase ®g.

Digressing briefly here for a moment and referring to
FIG. 1A, motion compensation commands, timing sig-
nals, and antenna pointing commands are based upon
the inertially derived position vector from the seeker
antenna to a beam reference point in the ground area to
be searched. All compensation and timing signals are
based upon this vector for a given coherent integration
time or dwell. For other dwells this vector is changed
to correspond to the beam reference points correspond-
ing to those dwells. The position vector from the an-
tenna sum pattern phase center to the kI?? beam refer-
ence point (Rx) is given by,

Rua=Xif+ Y+ ZilF Eq. 122
wherein the range to this point can be written as,
Eg. 12b
Ry = ] X + Y + Z
. t
= Rua(to) + Ria(to) + Rt — 1) + f J o Ry dr?

where t, equals the starting time of a given dwell.

The form on the right hand side of equation 12b is
more useful in obtaining the doppler gradient and other
scaling information explicitly. The range difference to
the ij# scatterer (FIG. 4) in the neighborhood of ki in
terms of Rysis given by,
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R . Eq. léc
ARy = Ri(To) — Ria(to) + [Rifto) — Ri1(t)l(t — o) +

: . . '
f f R — Ru@)dr?
123

The last term of equation 12c contains the quadratic
focusing errors in the doppler or cross range filters. If
the radial acceleration of the compensating signal (Rx))
matches that of the ij* scatterer in the illuminated area
to sufficient accuracy the term may be neglected. If not,
some variant of sub beam patching or polar formatting
can be used. In the present application, the accuracy of
the acceleration and velocity measurements used to
calculate equation 12b are well within the tolerances
required to neglect the last term of equation 12c in the
vicinity of the k,1* point. As a result equation 12c re-
duces to,

ARjj=Ri(T,)— Rrfto)+[Rifto) — RiKto))(t—10) Eq. 12d

It should be appreciated that the range difference that
appears in equation 12d contains both the fixed range
difference and the fixed range rate difference of the ij**
scatterer with respect to the ki? reference point at the
dwell or coherent integration initialization time. That is,
for the purposes of linking map segments or other re-
lated problems, these differences when measured by a
subsequent transformation process are always deter-
mined by their values at the beginning of the dwell in
question. The parameters of the waveform (s, Ts, T))
have been selected so that the slip is negligible over the
range sample collection time Ts, however, it must be
taken into account from dwell (T;) to dwell.

One more point should be made with regard to the
range rate difference in equation 12d. This difference is

‘related to the ground cross range position of the ijt

point with respect to the kl point by the following ex-
pression,

ARy=Rylto)— Ricto) =it cosVraXyy Eq. 12¢
where:

- Veosd sinfixy ) .

YEl = W which equals the vertical component

of the angular velocity of the line of sight to the ki
point at t=t,;
V is the seeker velocity at t=ty;
0 is the depression angle of the velocity vector at
t=1o;
v#1 is the horizontal squint angle of Ryi7at t=t,;
W1 is the elevation angle of Rysat t=t,; and
Xi7is the x component (azimuth) of the ij* point in a
coordinate system whose origin is at k,1 and axes
are such that the z axes is up, the y axes is horizon-
tal range and the x axes is horizontal cross range.
The position of the kl coordinate location is known
exactly in the map reference coordinate system which is
taken to be in the center of the mapping area 17. Just as
the range rate difference in equation 12d is related to the
x coordinate (equation 12¢) of the ij?* scatterer in the kI
coordinate system, the range difference is related to the
y coordinate, i.e.,
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AR jj=Rifto)— Rrto)=Yjj cos¥iy Eq. 12f

Equation 12b represents the fundamental reference
signal from which all timing and compensation signals
are generated. It is provided by in the seeker timing and
control unit 128 directly from IMU position and veloc-
ity data. A desired form of equation 12b is provided
from an integral of range rate, i.e.,

t . Eq. 12g
Ri1 = Rpa(to) + f Rpdr

1)
where
R = V-iru Eq. 12h

The unit vector igzis generated from equation 12a. It
is used to generate R/in equation 12h for equation 12g
and also used to generate the antenna beam pointing
commands after being transformed to antenna coordi-
nates.

‘With the latter in mind and referring to FIGS. 9, 1A,
2 and 4, the required values of ®(n) and f(n) can be
calculated by deriving an expression for the signal ap-
plied to the FFT processor 114A. The signal transmit-
ted by the chirp generator 124 can be represented by sin
[2m(ft+st2/2)]. At a time T, when a reflection is re-
ceived, the signal produced by the chirp generator 124
is represented by sin [2a(f{t—T,)+st—Tx)2/2]. The
reflected signal has components of the same form, but
delayed a time tg. The variable tg represents the time it
takes a signal to travel to patch 16;, reflect from an
object and travel back to antenna 100. Thus, tz equals
2R(t)/C where R(t) indicates range, which changes as a
function of time and C equals the speed of the travelling
signal.

The signal applied to the FFT processor 114A is
represented by:

sin 27 [—(f: + fiD) — S — To) + Str/2) 1R + Eq. 12

2r (a1 — fa — /Pt + ¢ — b2 — dan — dapz —
[&n (¢ — Tr) + 27 ot — To)i] + 27 (5/4)t]

This signal can be altered by changing the frequency
fn and the phase &, of the signal produced by synthe-
sizer 126. To reference various ranges to the point R as
shown in FIG. 4, the signal of Eq. 12 should have a
frequency which is constant over a dwell for reflections
from point Ri. The constant is here selected to be {/4.
This value is selected because of the sampled nature of
the signal applied to FFT processor 114A. FFT proces-
sor 114A can unambiguously resolve frequencies be-
tween O and f/2; f/4 is in the middle of this range. To
reference the azimuthal angles to the point R as shown
in FIG. 4, the phase of the signal reflected from the
center point should be constant over the dwell (i.e. no
phase change which corresponds to an azimuthal angle
of zero). The exact value at which the phase is constant
is not important since it is only the change in phase
which affects the SAR image.

A little thought reveals these conditions are satisfied
with values:

Jo= [~ +fs1) — s(t — Eq. 13a

and

Ty) + str] (drp/dt) — str
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-continued
Ad = A Ra(—(f; + fir) — St — T} + str/2] tr —

Al—(fe + f51) — sz —
All—(e + £ — st —

Ty + str] (dtr/dd) — stg] T/ H —

Ty) + str] (dtr/dt) — str] Tr + (f/HTr

where,
A is a function indicating the change in the argument
from the transmission of one chirp to the next, i.e.
a time T, and

T/H is the time from the start of a chirp until A/D

114A makes a sample of the signal.

The VCO 908 is controlled to produce a signal with
desired phase and frequency. The signal controlling the
phase of the signal produced by VCO 908 is produced
by adders 910 and 912. The adders 910 and 912 are
configured to calculate the phase control signal using
what are known as first and second difference equa-
tions. Adders 914 and calculate a frequency control
signal also using first and second difference signals. The
contents of each adder are updated at the start of each

_chirp. The adders 910 and are updated first. The adders

912 and 916 are updated second.

Difference equations represent a known way to com-
pute discrete values approximating a continuous signal.
The first and second difference equations are of the
following form:

Xnr1=Xp+AX, Eq. 14a

AX,, 1=AX,+A%X, Eq. 14b
where

Xn is 2 function, here either 8,/27 or f,, in the nth

receive interval;

Xn+11s the function in the (n+ th receive interval;

AXnis called the first difference of the functior and is

computed according to Eq. 14b; and

A2X, is a constant which equals A2d/27, when Eq.

14a and Eq. 14b are used to compute $,/27, and
equals A2F,, when Eqs. 142 and 14b are used to
compute f,.

To compute the required values of ®,/27 and f,
using Eqgs. 14a and 14b, the following parameters must
be determined: X,, AX,, and A2X,. Or for computing
®,/27 and f,, the parameters are $,/27, A®,/ 27 and
A2d,/27 and F,, AF,and A2F,, respectively. In FI1G. 9,
A2®,/27 and A?F, are shown as inputs to adders 912
and 916, respectively. A®,/27 and AF, are the initial
values stored in adders 912 and 916, which act as accu-
mulators. ®,/27 and F, are the initial values stored in
adders 910 and 914, which also act as accumulators.

Values for the parameters are determined from Egs.
13a and 13b by rewriting them in the form of difference
equations and solving for boundary conditions using
known mathematical techniques. The results are as
follows:

®,/2m =arbitrary

A®,/ 27 =sTHtr(0)tr(0) T/ H]+THAs/4

A2,/ 2 =str(0)T2 .

Fo=— {(fc'i‘fsl)+STsH]tR(°)+StR(°)tR(°) st-

R(0)+fs1—fo—1r

AF,=[—(fc+£s1 +sTsH)tR(0) StR(O)]T,

A2F ;= —str(0)T,?
where

fis the carrier frequency at the start of the frequency

ramp;
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fs1 is the transmitter up-converter reference fre-
quency;
s is the chirp slope;
Tsis the sweep time;
fo is the frequency in which the synthesizer fre-
quency is added to form the second LO signal;
fris the bandpass filter center frequency;
Tris the range repetition period;
tR(o) is the back and forth propagation time to the
pomt R, at the start of a dwell;
tg(0) is the first derivative of the to and from propa-
gation time to the point R; at the start of a dwell;
and
tr(0) is the second derivative of the to and from prop-
agation time to the point R at the start of a dwell.
The value of ®,/27 is arbitrary because the exact phase
of the signal applied to FFT 114A is irrelevant. Only
the change in phase is important.
As described above and referring to FIGS. 1A and 2,
the outputs of the FFT processors 1167 . . . 116psrepre-
sent an array of pixels characterizing objects in one

10

15

20

patch, say patch 16;. A different set of pixels is produced

each dwell time characterizing a different one of the
patches 16; . . . 164s. These sets of pixels are combined
into a large map including the target area.

In combining the pixels formed in each patch 16;. .
1645, the pixels must be properly aligned. Pixels repre-
senting adjacent objects must be adjacent in the map.
. Otherwise, an object appearing as a straight line, say a
road, would be represented in the map by several
groups of pixels forming discontinuous lines. In a sys-
tem as shown in FIG. 2, map circuit 118 appropriately
combines the pixels of individual patches 16 . . . 1645.

FIG. 10A shows a map 950 including a plurality, here
45, of regions 952; . .
which are numbered). The map 950 is oriented along an
orthogonal coordinate system relative to the ground.
Here, the direction north is one axis and the direction
east is a second axis, much the same way a road map
might be oriented. The center of the map 950 is at a
point 951, which corresponds to a point on the ground.
The map 950 when produced should thus be the same
regardless of the orientation of the missile 10 (FIG. 1A).
Each of the regions 952; . . . 95245 represents a fixed
dimension on the ground. The center of each region
952, . . . 95245 can thus be determined.

Comparing FIG. 1A and FIG. 10A shows that there
is one region 9521 . . . 95245 (FIG. 10A) corresponding
to each one of the patches 16; . . . 1645 (FIG. 1A). One
dwell is made with the center of one of the patches 16;

. 1645 aligned with the corresponding one of the
regions 9521 . . . 95245. Timing and control unit 128
(FIG. 2) generates commands to antenna 100 to ensure
one patch is formed in the required position. The array
of pixels formed for each one of the patches 16; . . . 1645
are the outputs of the FFT processors 116; . . . 1164
These pixels are assigned to pixels in the map region.
FIG. 10B shows this assignment in greater detail.

FIG. 10B shows a representative one of the map
regions 952;. The center of region 952; corresponds to a
point 954 the ground 9. Region 952;is in turn made up
of a plurality, here 16, of map pixels numbered 956;;,
where i=-—2, —1, 1 and 2 and j=—2, —1, 1 and 2.
Shown superimposed on region 952;is the array of pix-
els 960 in patch 16; This superimposition results from
the beam 15 (FIG. 1A) being pointed at the point 954 on
the ground 9. The array of pixels 960 are a graphical
representation of the outputs of the FFT processors
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116, . . . 116ps. Each row of array 969 is, as described
previously, one range bin and corresponds to the out-
puts of one of the FFT processors 1161 . . . 1167 The
pixels in each row are azimuthal bins and correspond to
a single one of the outputs of one of the FFT processors
1161 . . . 1164 The individual pixels in array 960 are
numbered 958 ;where k= —3, —2, —1, 1, 2 and 3 and
1=-3, —2, —1, 1, 2 and 3. To assign values to each
one of the plxels 956,,, in region 952;, one of the p1xe1s
958 ;in array 960 is selected.

The map circuit 118 selects one pixel from array 960
to correspond to each pixel in map 952;. The map circuit
118 selects a pixel in array 960 to correspond to a pixel
in map region 952; by identifying the pixel in array 960
which is the “nearest neighbor”. To identify the nearest
neighbor, it must be recalled that each pixel in map
region 952; represents a region on the ground, as does
each of the pixels in array 960. To select the nearest
neighbor of a pixel in map region 952;, the pixel array
960 representing the region on the ground closets to the
region represented by the pixel in map region 952; is
selected.

To select the nearest neighbor, the map circuit 118
implements an equation represented by:

[ -Gl

where

Eq. 152

is 22 X 2 matrix to be described below;
AR

i, j are the coordinates, relative to point 954, of a pixel
in map region 952; and
k,]1 are the coordinates, relative to point 954, of a pixel
in array 960.
In evaluating Eq. 15a, the values computed for k and
1 may be non-integer, but to represent pixel coordinates,
k and 1 must be integers, so their values are rounded to
the nearest integer.
The matrix

FFT
MAP

is derived from considering several factors including
the geometry of the trajectory of missile 10 relative to
the map area 17, the size of the region on the ground
represented by each pixel in map region 952; and the
same size of the region on the ground represented by
each pixel in array 960. Considering all the factors re-
sults in a matrix as follows:

]EQ. 16a
where:

A, is, as shown in FIG. 10B, the angle between the
axis north of map region 952 and the axis M, in
array 960, wherein M; is the direction in which
beam 15 is pointed when patch 16; is formed;

K(sin(Ay) — tan(6,))
cos(f)cos(Ay)

FFT

MAP

kpop cos (Ay)
—cos(y)sin(Ay)
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¥ is, as shown in FIG. 1A, the angle between the
center of beam 15 and the ground 9; and
6, is 2 term which accounts for the situation that the
pixels in array 960 may not be rectangular.
In particular, the angle 82 shown in FIG. 10B may not
be 90°. 8, is the difference between 84 and 90°. If the
missile is flown in the depression plane, as described
above, 8,is zero. Such a trajectory may not be possible,
necessitating the term tan(f,). One familiar with SAR
technology will appreciate that 8, is the angle between
the range bins and the azimuth bins. This angle may be
calculated according to the equation:

—RYX2 + P) + VR + YRV, V;
XYV + hXV,V;

tan(8,) =

where

R is the first derivative of the range to point 954;

X and Y are cartesian coordinates of missile 10 rela-
tive to point 952 with the cartesian plane being
parallel to the ground 9 (FIG. 1A);

h is the height of missile 10 above the level of the
ground at point 954; and

Vx, Vyand V; are the components of the velocity
vector V in the cartesian coordinate system with z
being perpendicular to the ground.

The values of X, ¥, h, V, V,, V;and R are determined
by timing and control unit 128 (FIG. 2) from measure-
ments made by INS 132. The term kpop corrects the
situation wherein the pixels in the array 960 are a differ-
ent size than the pixels in the map region 952;. In partic-
ular, the width of each pixel 958, in the direction of
axis Ngis determined by the azimuthal resolution of the
SAR 12 (FIG. 2). The equation for kpopis as follows:

Eq. 18
x (azimuth resolution of map 952)size of FFT 116)
"DOP = “zimuth resolution of SAR 12)(Number of Sweeps)

The azimuth resolution of the map region 952;is how
wide a region of ground, i.e. along the east axis, is repre-
sented by one of the pixels in map region 952; This
value is a constant value, say 10 feet. The azimuth reso-
lution of the SAR 12 depends on parameters of the SAR
12 such as the dwell time T;and the angle of the veloc-
ity vector V. The azimuth resolution is computed for
each patch 16; . . . 1645 using known formulas for SARs.
The “number of sweeps” in Eq. 18 tells how many
sweeps 49 . . . 49, (FIG. 3A) were transmitted during
the dwell when patch 16; was formed. This value may

_change for each dwell. The size of FFT 116 refers to the
number of samples the FFT processors 1161 . . . 116
operated on, as described above, the FFT processors
116 . . . 116)s0perate on numbers of samples which are
a power of 2. If the number of samples collected is not
exactly a power of two, samples with zero values are
added to make a number of samples which is a power of
two.

It might be noted, the kpop corrects for difference
between pixel sizes in the direction of the east axis and
the direction of the axis Ng. A separate factor might be
needed to correct for differences in size of pixels in the
direction of the north axis and the axis M. However, as
described previously, the sampling rate of A/Ds 112A .
.. 112D are adjusted so that the same number of samples
of each sweep 491 . . . 49x (FIG. 3A) are taken for all of
the patches 16; . . . 164s. This ensures that the extent of
each pixel in array 960 along the M axis (i.e. the range
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resolution) is a constant. This constant value is selected
to provide a dimension to the pixels in array 960 in the
direction of axis M) the same as the dimension of pixels
in the map area 952;in the direction of the north axis.

Referring again to FIGS. 1A and 2, the scan pattern
of the antenna 100 will now be explained. The patches
16; . . . 1645 are projections of the beam 15 3 dB two way
contour on the ground 9. The beam 15 is directed at a
point P 5 in the map pattern 17 for a coherent integra-
tion time and then moved to the next point in a vertical
raster scan pattern. The scan starts at patch 161, moves
sequentiaily to patch 163, 163, 164 and 16s. From patch
165, the scan jumps to patch 166 and continues until
reaching patch 164s. Having completed a scan pattern,
the scan starts again at patch 163, which is always on the
side closest to the velocity vector and at the furthest
range. All of the points P pare on parallel ground lines
approximately in the direction of the ground projection
of the range vector.

The scan pattern is executed in such a manner to
minimize range slip of one beam position relative to
another in azimuth. It has been derived that the relative
range slip (RS) for adjacent beams can be represented

by:
RS=0.70kR 1afNebl Ti+23Tsnap)

where

0.7 is due to the situation that only 0.7 of the beam
width is used between the parallel scan lines;

RS is the relative range slip in the beam pointed at the
kl pattern point during a coherent integration time
(This is twice the normal range slip because adja-
cent patches are rotating in the opposite direction);

wgis the angular velocity of the line of sight to the kl
point;

aris the 3 dB two way beam width of the seeker
antenna;

N¢p is the number of elevation beam positions in the
scan pattern;

T;is the coherent integration time; and

Tsnap is the time to snap the antenna from one beam
position to the next adjacent position.

For example, if Rg=10355 ft, wgr=15 mr/sec, ay=25
mr, Negp=35, T;=0.1 sec, and Tapgp=10 ms, then
RS=1.65 ft. If the beamwidth were made significantly
wider at a given range, either by decreasing frequency
or decreasing antenna diameter, the range slip along the
azimuthal patching boundary increases. It should be
appreciated for a 10 ft. resolution, such a range slip of
1.65 £t/10 ft. resolution has a minimal effect when con-
structing the digital image of the mapping area 17.

Referring now to FIG. 1A with a map of the mapping
area 17 constructed, data processing techniques can
identify a target in the map. The latter is typically re-
ferred to as a “search” mode. Once a target has been
selected, the missile 10 enters a “track” mode wherein
the missile 10 is guided towards the target. In the track
mode, the size of the mapping area 17 can be reduced,
since the SAR 12 needs to process only that portion of
the map about the target to track the target.

Referring now also to FIGS. 2 and 2A, in a separate
mode, called an “initialization mode”, the estimate of
the position of the missile 10 (FIG. 1A) provided by
INS 132 (FIG. 2) can be improved. In particular, the
height of missile 10 above the mapping area 17 is deter-
mined. The height of the missile 10 above the ground
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directly below it might be measured with an altimeter.
However, the height of the missile relative to the target
area is important for such things as steering the antenna
100 to the correct point on the ground.

An estimate of the height, h, can be made if mono-
pulse techniques are employed. As is known, a mono-
pulse radar produces a sum signal and two difference
signals, an azimuth difference signal and an elevation
difference signal. FIG. 2 shows the processing per-
formed on the sum signal. FIG. 2A shows similar pro-
cessing which is performed on the two difference sig-
nals to produce an array of pixels representing an azi-
muth difference signal and an array of pixels represent-
ing an elevation difference signal. The pixels in the
three arrays formed from the sum and two difference
signals which correspond are then compared.

Referring now to FIG. 2A, a portion of the SAR 12
is shown to include a focal plane array 150 mounted
within the diplexer 102 (FIG. 2). The focal plane array
150 is disposed in such a manner to provide four quad-
rants of a monopulse antenna. The focal plane array can
be constructed in accordance with the teachings of U.S.
Pat. No. 5,083,130. Alternatively, the diplexer 102 can
be replaced with a circulator and the antenna 100 (FIG.
2) can be replaced with a2 monopulse antenna. Each of
the four outputs of the focal plane array 150, after being
mixed with a local oscillator signal and down converted
to a first intermediate frequency signal and amplified, is
fed to a monopulse arithmetic unit 152 where the four
signals are summed and differenced using monopulse
techniques to provide a sum signal, an azimuth differ-
ence signal and an elevation difference signal. The sum
signal is fed to mixer 104 (FIG. 2) and processed as
described hereinbefore. The azimuth difference signal is
fed to a mixer 164 wherein the signal is dechirped. The
output of mixer 164 is divided into two paths, path 165A
and path 165B, wherein a first portion of the output
signal from mixer 164 is fed to mixer 166A and a second
portion of the output signal form mixer 164 is fed to
mixer 166B. Unlike the sum signal wherein the sum
signal was separated into four range bins corresponding
to the four paths 105A . . . 105D, respectively, the azi-
muth difference signal is divided into two range bins
corresponding to path 165A and path 165B. The output
signal from the mixer 166A is fed to range gate 168A,
which in response to a control signal from timing and
control unit 128 is either open or closed. When closed,
the range gate 168A allows the signal fed thereto to pass
through and the signal is fed to a2 bandpass filter (BPF)
170A. The BPF 170A limits the frequency band width
to a frequency range that falls within the band width of
A/D 172A. The signal at the output of the BPF 170A is
fed to a mixer 171A wherein the signal is mixed with a
local oscillator signal from the oscillator 109 (FIG. 2) to
provide an output signal within the frequency range of
the A/D 172A. The output signal from the mixer 171A
is converted to a digital signal by the A/D 172A and fed
to a FFT processor 174A within the digital signal pro-

cessor (DSP) 140. The FFT processor 174A. sorts the

input signal into various range bins. The output of the
FFT processor 174A is fed to FFT processors 176; . . .
‘7163¢ wherein the various range bins are further sorted
into various azimuthal bins. The outputs of the FFT
processors 1761 . . . 176sare fed to the map circuit 118.
The mixer 166B, a range gate 168B, a BPF 170B, a
mixer 171B, an A/D 172B and a FFT processor 174B
operate in a manner similar to the mixer 166A, the range
gate 186A, the BPF 170A, the mixer 171A, the A/D
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172A and the FFT processor 174A, respectively. Each
of the above described elements have characteristics
and operate similar to the manner as described earlier
for path 105A. Thus, the timing commands and fre-
quency ranges for the azimuth difference channel are
similar to those for the sum channel. It should now be
appreciated, an azimuth difference map is created, with
each pixel in the azimuth difference map having a corre-
sponding pixel in the map (sum map) formed as de-
scribed hereinabove in connection with FIG. 2.

In a similar manner, the elevation difference signal is
fed to a mixer 184 wherein the elevation difference
signal is dechirped. The output of the mixer 184 is di-
vided into two paths 185A and 185B wherein the signal
is fed to a mixer 186A and 186B, respectively. Without
providing a detailed description, it should be appreci-
ated that the mixers 186A, 186B, range gates 188A,
188B, BPF’s 190A, 190B, mixers 191A, 191B, A/D’s
194A, 194B, FFT processors 194A 194B and FFT pro-
cessors 196, . . . 196, process the input signal and sort
the signal into various range bins and further sort the
range bins into various azimuthal bins. With the latter,
an elevation difference map is created, with each pixel
in the elevation difference map having a corresponding
pixel in the sum map. The sum map, the azimuth differ-
ence map, and the elevation difference map is now
available for further processing.

It should be appreciated using parallel processing
techniques, that signals to provide the sum map, the
azimuth difference map and the elevation difference
map are processed simultaneously to increase the speed
of the processing.

In the initialization- mode, a pixel representing a
highly reflective object in the patch produced from the
sum beam is selected. The corresponding pixels pro-
duced from the difference beams are selected and used
to compute what are commonly called “monopulse
ratios”. These ratios tell the azimuthal and elevation
angle to the point on the ground represented by the
pixel. Referring now also to FIG. 1A, if one were to
construct a right triangle between missile 10 and that
point on the ground, these angles would specify one
angle, ajg, of the triangle. The hypotenuse of the trian-
gle is the range between the missile 10 and the point
selected. This range is determined, as described above,
by the FFT processors 114A . . . 114D. Knowing two
angles and the length of one side of a triangle, the length
of any other side, here the side h, can be calculated.

For each one of the patches 16; . . . 1645, there is a
different value of height. In the initialization mode, one
value of height could be calculated for each of the
patches. Alternatively, one value of h might be calcu-
lated for one patch and used for several adjacent
patches. In this way, a few, say three or four, patches
need only to be formed in the initialization mode.

Another advantage of such a technique is that bore-
sight range rate error can be calculated. Knowing the
altitude error and the range rate error of any reference
point on the ground, velocity error can be reduced
when providing for motion compensation thus improv-
ing the accuracy of the SAR 12.

Having described one embodiment of the SAR 12,
numerous other embodiments will be apparent to one of
skill in the art. For example, the number of gates 108A
. . . 108D could be increased. Separate FFT processors
116 . . . 116prare not required. A small number of pro-
cessors might be time multiplexed to produce the same
result. In another embodiment, the SAR map produced
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could be used for purposes other than to guide a missile.
For example the SAR 14 on the airplane 8 could pro-
vide a digital image to the DSP 21 for further process-
ing such as terrain mapping.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 11, the signal process-
ing required for target selection is described. A digital
image from the SAR 14 is fed to the digital signal pro-
cessor 21 wherein the digital image is fed to the target
designator 18 and to an input of the digital signal pro-
cessor 20. A target is designated by the pilot by moving
a window about the target area image and selecting an
aimpoint on a target within the window. The location of
the window and the coordinates of the aimpoint within
the window are fed back to digital signal processor 20,
via the digital signal processor 21 and the data link 6.

The digital signal processor 20 includes a plurality of
processors as described further hereinafter and using

- parallel processing techniques processes data provided
by the SAR 12 and the SAR 14 to provide guidance
control signals to guidance electronics 90 to guide the
missile 10 to a selected aimpoint on a target. It should be
appreciated that a portion of the plurality of processors
are implemented using distinct processors whereas a
second different portion of the plurality of processors
are implemented as subroutines within a common pro-
cessor. Depending upon design requirements, such as
cost and speed, the portions of the plurality of proces-
sors implemented as distinct processors and the portion
of the plurality of processors implemented as subrou-
tines within a common processor is determined as ap-
propriate.

The digital signal processor 20 may provide a refer-
ence template in a manner as described in connection
with U.S. Pat. No. 5,027,422. Referring now also to
FIG. 12, a non-coherent integrator 22 and a template
processor 50 including an intensity level spreader 24
and a smoothing filter 26 enhance the features in the
image prior to formulation of a template. One skilled in
the art will recognize various other techniques of fea-
ture enhancement could be used also. Non-coherent
integrator 22 forms an average of some number, say 4,
of images made by the SAR 14 using different radar
frequencies. The average is computed on a pixel by
pixel basis (i.e. the corresponding pixels in the different
images are averaged to produce the corresponding pixel
in the output image). The output of the non-coherent
integrator 22 when creating the reference image is fed
to the template processor 50 wherein the intensity level
spreader 24 changes the intensity of each pixel in the
image to concentrate the distribution of the intensity
levels in the image around two intensity levels. Here
each pixel is represented by a sixteen bit digital word
representing an intensity level. The input image has
some arbitrary intensity distribution which is changed
by the intensity level spreader 24. First the global me-
dian intensity of all pixels, here in a 68X 68 image, is
determined. Next the output image of intensity level
spreader 24 is formed by operating on every possible
group of nine pixels selected by sliding a 3X3 local
window across the input image to correspond with the
pixel at the center of the 3 X 3 local window image. The
value of the pixel in the output image corresponding to
the pixel at the center of the 3 X 3 local window is calcu-
lated from the nine pixels under the local window. For
each position of the local window, i.e. each group of
nine pixels, the local median of the pixels in the window
is computed. If the local medial is less than the global
median, the output pixel is set equal to the local mini-
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mum, i.e. it is assigned a value equal to the lowest inten-
sity of all pixels in the window. Conversely, if the local
median is not less than the global median, the output
pixel is set equal to the local maximum. Since the local
window cannot be centered over any pixel on the outer
edge of the 68 X 68 array, the resulting image formed by
sliding the local window over the entire input image
produces a 66X 66 output array. The output of the in-
tensity level spreader is fed to the smoothing filter 26
which uses the 663X 66 output array of the intensity level
spreader 24 as its input array. First the global median of
the input array is computed by finding the median of all
pixel values in the input array. A 3 X3 window is slid
over the input image with the pixel in the output image
corresponding to the pixel at the center of the window
being computed at each window position. If the center
cell of the local window is greater than or equal to the
global median the pixel in the output image is set equal
to the median of all pixels in the local window greater
than or equal to the global median. Conversely, if the
center cell in the local window is less than the global
median, the pixel in the output image is set equal to the
median of all pixels in the local window less than or
equal to the global median. The resulting filtered image
is described by a 64 X 64 array of pixels and will herein-
after also be described as the EPS image.

The EPS image is then processed by a local edge
detector 28 and a global edge detector 30, each of
which produces an edge map. The edge maps are repre-
sented as arrays of digital words. The value of each
word is assigned by local edge detector 28 or global
edge detector 30 to indicate whether or not the corre-
sponding pixel in the EPS image depicts an edge be-
tween two objects in the image. Local edge detector 28
and global edge detector 30 use different processors to
identify edges in the input image, thus, the resulting
edge maps may differ.

As can be seen in FIG. 12, global edge detector 30
processes the filtered image created by smoothing filter
26. At the start of the processing, the image is repre-
sented by a 64X 64 array of digital words, i.e. pixels.
Global edge detector 30 converts the pixels in the image
to one of two values (hereinafter called binarization),
depending on whether the pixel intensity is above or
below a threshold. An edge is indicated at every point
in the image where a pixel of one value is adjacent to a.
pixel of the other value. An important aspect of global
edge detector 30 is the selection of an appropriate
threshold for binarization of the image. The global edge
map at the output of global edge detector 30 is also
called a binarized image.

It can be seen that local edge detector 28 operates on
the same input image as global edge detector 30. The
output of local edge detector 28 is used by edge extrac-
tor 32 just like the output of global edge detector 30.
Using parallel processing techniques, the processing
represented by local edge detector 28 is performed at
the same time as the processing of global edge detector
30. If both processes are to be performed using one
general purpose digital computer, the processes will
likely be performed one after the other.

In local edge detector 28, a 7X 7 local window is slid
over the 64X 64 pixel input array. An output edge map
with 59X 59 pixels is formed by assigning a value to the
pixel in the edge map corresponding to the pixel in the
center of the 7X7 local window. The pixel value in the
edge map indicates whether that pixel corresponds to an
edge in the input image and the orientation of that edge.
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The local edge detector 28 eliminates from the local
edge map any pixel indicating an edge but not adjacent
to another pixel indicating an edge at an angle within
45° of the angle of the first pixel. Hereinafter, the output
of local edge detector 28 will also be designated as an
AED image. Edge extractor 32 combines both edge
maps, using information from the filtered image (EPS
image) into a confirmed edge map. The confirmed edge
map contains edges likely to represent true edges.

Reference template generator 34 uses the confirmed
edge map with the EPS image and the binarized image
from the global edge detector to create a template
which is to be used as the reference template. The local
edge detector 28, the global edge detector 30, the edge
extractor 32 and the reference template generator 34
operate in a manner as described in U.S. Pat. No.
5,027,422 with the 32X 32 array of digital words as
described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,027,422 being replaced
with a 64X 64 array of digital words in the present
embodiment. Suffice it to say here, the reference tem-
plate generator 34 creates a reference template with a
two-dimensional array of 64X 64 pixels and a correla-
tion threshold K. The reference template generator 34
provides the reference template, the aimpoint provided
earlier and the correlation threshold to a transformation
processor 40.

The transformation processor 40 transforms each of
the 64 X 64 pixels of the reference template in map refer-
ence coordinates (MRC) to range R and range rate R
coordinates to correspond to range and range rate coor-
dinates of the sensed image ( the sensed image being the
digital image provided by the SAR 12 as the missile 10
is in flight) with the resulting points interpolated to the
nearest appropriate filters. Additionally, the range and
range rate of the window center after transformation is
stored.

Furthermore, the aimpoint is transformed from map
reference coordinates to range and range rate coordi-
nates and locked to the reference template, i.e., its range
and range rate in sensed image space is subtracted from
the range and range rate of the center of the reference
template and the resulting difference components are
saved. This relative position is used to define the aim-
point relative to the center of the reference template.
The transformation equations are:

Rin = Non — XP + (Yon — Y + Zon — 27

o [ (Kon — XD + (Yon — Y} + (Zon — 2Dk
Rin Von Rin

where:
Rin, Rinis the range and range rate, respectively, of
the transformed i scatterer at the time of mapping
__the sensed image;
Vonis the velocity of the antenna at the time of map-
ping the sensed image;
Xon, Yonand ZON are the XYZ coordinates of the
map reference point {(center cell); and
Xi, Yiand Z;are the XYZ coordinates of the i scat-
terer.
The transformed reference template, the correlation
threshold and the aimpoint are fed to an edge template
correlator 36.
The details of the processing performed by the edge
template (histomatch) correlator 36 to match the trans-
formed reference template to a current target area
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image (sensed image) provided by the SAR 12 is de-
scribed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,027,422. Suffice it to say here
that the SAR 12 makes a target area image (sensed
image) of objects within the field of view on the under-
lying ground as the missile 10 is flying toward a target,
here the trestle T. The portion of the target area image
matching the referenced template tells the direction of
the target in relation to direction of travel of the missile
10. For example, if the designated target location in the
matching portion were directly to the right of the cen-
ter of the matching portion of the target area image,
digital signal processor 20 would identify that the target
was to the right of the line of travel of missile 10 and
send a signal to the missile guidance electronics 90 to
guide missile 10 towards the right. The digital signal
processor 20 can provide additional information to the
missile guidance electronics 90 on how much the line of
travel should be adjusted as described hereinafter. The
sensed image, here a 150 range X 150 range rate array, is
filtered to remove noise by non-coherent integrator 22
and the sensed image after being filtered is fed to the
edge template correlator 36.

The reference template is compared to the sensed
image with the center cell of the reference template
overlaid cell by cell on the sensed image at each cell
position of the sensed image. As the reference template
is overlaid at each position, each pixel in the reference
template is selected and considered. If the selected pixel
is 0, the next pixel in the reference template is consid-
ered. If the selected pixel is non-zero, it is determined if
the pixel is greater or less than O.

If the pixel of the reference template is greater than 0,
the value of the corresponding pixel in the sensed image
is added to a variable, SUMP. A counter, NPOS, is also
incremented by one. Conversely, if the pixel of the
reference template is less than O, the value of the corre-
sponding pixel in the sensed image is added to a vari-
able, SUMN, and increments a counter, NNEG, by one.
Each pixel is processed sequentially until all pixels have
been processed. Once all the pixels of the reference
template have been processed, a positive threshold,
THRP, is computed according to the formula:

THRP=(1/K) (SUMP/NPOS)

where K is the correlation threshold and SUMP and
NPOS are the variables set as described hereinabove.
Additionally, a negative threshold, THRN, is computed
according to the formula:

THRN=K (SUMN/NNEG)

where SUMN and NNEG are the variables set as de-
scribed hereinabove. A binarized array having the same
dimensions as the reference template is created. All
pixels in the binarized array, corresponding to pixels
equal to zero in the referenced template are equal to
zero. For each pixel in the reference template with a
value greater than zero, the corresponding pixel in the
local window selected is compared to the threshold
THRM. For each pixel in the template with a value less
than zero, the corresponding pixel in the local window
is compared to the threshold THRP. For either value of
threshold, if the pixel in the local window is above the
threshold, the corresponding pixel in the binarized
array equals +1. Otherwise, the pixel in the binarized
array equals —1.
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Thus, the average of the lows and the average of the
highs for each edge zone feature is found for each posi-
tion of the reference template. The correlation thresh-
old K times the average of the lows is used to binarize
the sensed image highs of each zone and K—1 times the
average of the highs is used to binarize the sensed image
lows of each zone to generate a binarized zoned sensed
image.

Each cell of the binarized sensed image and the refer-
ence image are compared using an algorithm hereinafter
-referred to as the Histomatch algorithm to compute a
correlation map CM according to the equation:

kR kR
H H,
oM = 00 11
kR2 kRy kR, kR

where, here,

Ri=number of pixels in template with values less
than 0;

R =number of pixels in template with values greater
than O;

Hpo=number of pixels in template with values less
than 0 and with corresponding pixel in the bina-
rized array less than O;

Hp;=number of pixels in the template with values
less than 0 and with the value of the corresponding
pixel in the binarized array greater than 0;

Hjpo=number of pixels in the template with values of
greater than 0 and with the value of the corre-
sponding pixel in the binarized array less than 0;
and

Hjj=number of pixels in the template with values
greater than 0 and with the value of the corre-
sponding pixel in the binarized array greater than O.

A and k are constants empirically chosen to vary the
enhancement of the correlation map, wherein
N=kR;=kR5 and, here, N is equal to 4 and A is equal
to 7. Although other values of N are acceptable, for
example 3.7, such a number greatly reduced the speed
of the Processor. To raise a base number to such an
exponent is time consuming for a digital processor
wherein letting N equal 4, the digital processor may
square the base number twice to obtain a resuit. The
latter is less time consuming.

The largest value of CM implies that the portion of
the target area image used to compute the correspond-
ing value of CM best matches the reference template.
Thus, the center cell of the window of the sensed image
having the largest value of CM most likely corresponds
to the center cell of the reference template. The cells of
the sensed image covered by the reference template
with the largest value of CM is referred to hereinafter as
a registered template. Thus, the registered template is

.the portion of the target area image that best matches
the reference template.

Having located a selected cell within the sensed
image that corresponds to the center cell of the refer-
ence template, the range R and range rate R of the
selected cell and range R and range rate R of the cells
that are covered by a 5X 5 array mask centered over the
selected cell are fed to the center and aimpoint proces-
sor 62. Furthermore, the relative position of the aim-
point as calculated by the reference and aimpoint trans-
formation processor 40 is fed to the center and aimpoint

+ Hp + Hj
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processor 62. A mean of the range R and range rate R
is calculated respectively from each cell of the 5X5
array about the selected cell of the sensed image. Hav-
ing calculated a mean range and a mean range rate, the
aimpoint offset is added to the mean range and mean
range rate to estimate the range R and range rate R, of
the aimpoint. The range Rpand the range rate R, of the
aimpoint is fed to a relative aimpoint processor 64 and
to a track filter 70 within the missile guidance electron-
ics 90.

With the peak of the correlation function located and
the aimpoint known relative to this peak in R, R coordi-
nates, the next step is to select scatterers from which to
extract monopulse data. The registered template is fed
to a track pattern selector processor 58 wherein the
highs of the registered reference template are compared
with K7 (where Kris a track data threshold and best
found empirically) times the average of the lows of the
registered template to obtain acceptable range and
range rate cells for a track pattern. The scatterers that
exceed the threshold form the initial set of candidates
for monopulse calculations.

Next, the candidate scatterers are subJected to a scin-
tillation and glint screening test. A given cell may be
examined, over n adjacent “looks” or frequencies, for m
out of n appearances. This can be done with or without
reregistration. First the real part of the candidate’s com-
plex monopulse ratio is thresholded to eliminate ex-
treme values. Then the glint test involves subjecting the
imaginary parts of the complex monopulse ratio of each
scatterer to a threshold to determine when a pointing
angle, as calculated from the real part of the complex
monopulse ratio, has too large an error bias over the
looks or frequencies under consideration. Scatterers
that pass this set of tests form the group of selected cells
for subsequent monopulse processing. The value of
range R, and range rate R, of the selected set of scatter-
ers are fed to a relative aimpoint processor 64 and a
complex monopulse ratio processor 60.

Having been fed the range R, and range rate R,, coor-
dinates of a selected set of scatterers and the total values
of range R, and range rate R of the aimpoint, the rela-
tive aimpoint processor 64 calculates an azimuth angle
Ayp and an elevation angle E,, of the aimpoint relative
to each of the n?# selected scatterer, respectively, creat-
ing an array hereinafter referred to as an edited corre-
lated array. The azimuth angle Anp and the elevation
angle E,p is calculated, wherein:

Anp = (izn - iap)—_

TAN¢

Epp = (Rn — Rp}

and then the azimuth angle Appand the elevation angle
E,p are transformed to antenna coordinates via the an-
tenna roll transformation, ®ri.e.,

a, A
Bnp Enp
where,

anp=azimuth estimate of the target aimpoint relative
to the nt* cell in the edited correlated array;
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Brp=clevation estimate of the target aimpoint rela-
tive to the n? cell in the edited correlated array;
w=antenna elevation angle; and

o=y cos ¥;

vy=vertical component of angular velocity of the

line-of-sight of the map reference point in reference

coordinates.
It should be appreciated that the above angles to the
aimpoint. are relative to selected scatterers, such that
absolute errors are canceled. The azimuth estimate
angle anp and the elevation estimate angle 8yp of the
target aimpoint relative to the n cell of the edited
correlated array is fed to an aimpoint estimation proces-
sor 66.

Having calculated the angles of the selected scatter-
ers relative to the aimpoint, the real part of the complex
monopulse ratio for each selected cell is calculated by
the complex monopulse ratio processor 60. Having been
fed a complex voltage array of cells, each cell of the
array representing the complex sum voltage of the i
look/frequency of the n' selected scatterer, a complex
azimuth difference array of cells, each cell representing
the complex azimuth difference voltage of the i* look/-
frequency of the n’* selected scatterer, and 2 complex
elevation difference array of cells, each cell represent-
ing the complex elevation difference voltage of the it
look/frequency of the n* selected scatterer from the
SAR 12 and the value of range R, and range rate R, of
the selected set of scatterers from the track pattern
selector processor 58 an azimuth complex monopulse
ratio rq, and an elevation complex monopulse ratio rg,
are calculated wherein:

LOOKS/FRE
Rep P Q Aain S*ip
=
fen = T, LOOKS/FREQ
_2 in D in
=1
p LOOKS/FREQ
R, ; = ABin S*in
TBn = =, TOOKS/FREQ
.2 in 2"in
i=1
where,

Si;=the complex sum voltage of the i* look/freq of

the ny;, selected scatterer;

Ag;p,=the complex azimuth difference voltage of the

i look/freq of the n* selected scatterer;

Agi,=the complex elevation difference voltage of the

it look/freq of the n? selected scatterer;

ren=real part of the azimuth compiex monopulse

ratio of the n? cell; and

rgn=real part of the elevation complex monopulse

ratio of the n? cell.
The azimuth complex monopulse ratio rq, and the ele-
vation complex monopulse ratio rg, are fed to the aim-
point estimation processor 66.

The aimpoint estimation processor 66 provides an
azimuth angle a, of the target aimpoint relative to the
boresight and an elevation angle 8, of the target aim-
point relative to the boresight wherein:

IEVS ran — tan Kg anp
7 "1+ rantan Kg app

1
% ="K, N

S Sy
n
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~-continued

JZVS 78n — tan Kg Bnp
_ 1 —_1.n nler"mKBBnP
Bp = Kp tan N
Z S
n
where,

N=number of edited selected cells;

ap=azimuth angle of the target aimpoint relative to

the boresight;

Bp=celevation angle of the target aimpoint relative to

the boresight;

Kg=azimuth monopulse slope;

Kg=elevation monopuise slope; and

Sh=xisiP LOOKS/FREQ
It should be appreciated, with the a, and Bp equations
described above, the absolute measurements relating
target aimpoint to seeker IMU reference coordinates
are the rq,, I8, monopulse measurements, respectively.
The absolute inaccuracies associated with relating SAR
range and range rate measurements to velocity vector
information have been replaced by the relative ap and
Brp measurements where absolute errors cancel each
other.

The azimuth angle ap and elevation angle B, of the
target aimpoint relative to the boresight are fed to a
track filter 70 and with the range R, and range rate R,
of the aimpoint, the requisite tracking signals are pro-
vided by the track filter 70. The tracking signals from
the track filter 70 are fed to an antenna controller 74
wherein control signals are developed to control the
SAR antenna. The tracking signals are also fed to a
guidance and motion compensation processor 72
wherein guidance control signals are developed and fed
to an autopilot (not shown) to control the course of the
missile 10 in a2 known manner.

It should be noted, the vertical pointing angle expres-
sion (B) assumes that the aimpoint is at the same height
as the average plane of scatterers. If the aimpoint is
known, and deviates from an average plane by an
amount Zpqy, the elevation angle and range of the aim-
point can be adjusted using the following equations:

BpBp+Zpay cos¥
Rp=Rp—Zpay sin¥

Most targets such as oil refineries, power generation
plants, and industrial buildings have raised features
which persist over a reasonably large area relative to
the desired aimpoint. This minimizes the height differ-
ential effect. An exception is a smooth POL storage
tank, where a dominant SAR image is formed by an
effective corner reflector between the tank and the
ground plane. Since it is desired to hit the POL tank, the
aimpoint is raised using the above equations. The raising
or lowering of the aimpoint using the above described
equations does not handle all aspects of the vertical
aimpoint adjustment. Each pixel indicates an altitude.
The indication is 2 random variable whose distribution
is centered at the vertical center-of-gravity of the cross-
section, and has a standard deviation approximately
equal to the radius of gyration of the vertical cross-sec-
tion distribution. This distribution may also include the
images of scatterers reflected in a smooth surface, such
as water or pavement. It is also affected by the vertical
antenna pattern.
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If the scatterer distribution extends beyond the verti-
cal extent of the beam, the mean altitude of all pixels
will be determined by the local distribution within the
beam. This may cause the estimate to wander up or
down a tall building. In cases where this is a problem, it
is desirable to seek the top of the building by using the
90 percentile (upper decile) of the pixel heights as the
height estimate. For each track map, the heights of
pixels selected by the editing process are ordered and
the 90 percentile height is determined. In cases where
there is 2 flat roof area, it was found that the 90th per-
centile tended to be about 10 feet above the actual roof
height. This 10 foot bias is subtracted from the 90th
percentile to give the roof height estimate. If a surface
was smooth such as in cases of a truss bridge over
smooth water, and a transformer yard over smooth
pavement the maximum likelihood estimate tended to
be at surface level. Thus, the lower decile is avoided,
because it tended to be near the bottom of the image in
the surface, and consequently below ground level.

A slab bridge would not necessarily give a complete
image in the water, because some scatterers were on top
of the slab, and their reflections in the water are masked.
In these cases, the maximum likelihood estimate was
above the water surface. Compensation for this scenario
uses the upper decile height scatterers over a flat region
of the bridge.

It should now be apparent, using the above described
techniques, an aimpoint within a window of a target
area image can be designated relative to the center of
the window such that the missile 10 is guided toward
the aimpoint.

Referring now to FIG. 13, an alternative template
processor 50’ is shown which could be used in place of
the template processor 50 (FIG. 12). The SAR image as
described hereinbefore which was fed to the template
processor 50 is now fed to the alternative template pro-
cessor 50’ wherein the SAR image is fed as in input
image to a prefilter 210 and a reference template genera-
tor 226. Within the prefilter 210, the input image is
processed by a N XN median filter (here N equals 3) to
produce an output array. The output array of the prefil-
ter 210 is provided by operating on every possible
group of nine pixels selected by sliding a 3X3 local
window across the input image to calculate a median
value for the corresponding pixel at the center of the
3% 3 local window image. The value of the pixel in the
output array corresponding to the pixel at the center of
the 3 X 3 local window is calculated from the nine pixels
under the local window. For each position of the local
window, i.e. each group of nine pixels, the median of
the values of the pixels in the window is computed. The
median value is then assigned to the corresponding pixel
in the output array. Since the local window cannot be
centered over any pixel on the outer edge of the 64 X 64
array of the input image, the resulting image formed by
sliding the local window over the entire input image
produces a 62X 62 output array. The output array of the
prefilter 210 is fed to a gradient filter 212 and an image
segmentation processor 218.

Within the gradient filter 212, edge information is
extracted from the output array from the prefilter 210.
Using eight different M XM masks in a convolution
process, the gradient filter 212 generates a single grey
level gradient image. The gradient filter 212 provides an
output array that includes the maximum strength value
from eight different angles. Each of the eight masks
contain 3 values: —1, 0 and +1. The averages of the
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pixels values underneath the —1 and 4-1 locations are
calculated for each of the masks. The pixels underneath
the O locations are not processed. A ratio is calculated
between the average value under the -+ 1 locations and
of the average value under the —1 locations for each
mask with the higher value average being the numera-
tor. The center cell under the sliding mask is assigned

‘the ratio of the mask having the maximum value.

Referring momentarily to FIG. 14, an example of a 7
by 7 mask is shown with each one of the four masks
shown corresponding to one of four angles. The other
four angles required correspond to the four masks
shown with the +1 and the —1 locations reversed.
Alternatively, for a $X5 mask, the center 5X 5 region
within the 7 X7 mask would be used. Furthermore, if a
93X 9 mask were to be used simply expand the +1, 0 and
— 1 values, one pixel in each direction as shown in the
7X7 mask. In the gradient filter 212, the 77 local
window is slid over the 64X 64 pixel input array. The
output array with 59X 59 pixels is formed by assigning
the value of the highest ratio to the pixel in the output
array corresponding to the pixel in the center of the
7X 7 local window. The output array of the gradient
filter 212 is fed to a threshold mask processor 214 and an
edge mask processor 216.

The edge mask processor 216 processes the output
array of the gradient filter 212 to provide a binary edge
mask array that will be used later to edit features in the
reference template. Each pixel of the output array of the
gradient filter 212 is compared to a contrast ratio
threshold value to provide the binary edge mask array.
If the value of the pixel of the array exceeds the thresh-
old value, the pixel value is set to 1. If the value of the
pixel of the array does not exceed the threshold value,
the pixel value is set to 0, thus providing the binary edge
mask array. The threshold value is an empirical number
which is selected a priori and is based on the sensor
type, operational conditions and attack geometry of the
missile.

In the threshold mask processor 214, each pixel of the
output array of the gradient filter 212 is compared to a
set of contrast threshold values to generate a binary
threshold mask. The set of contrast threshold values
include a lower threshold value and an upper threshold
value. If the value of the pixel exceeds the lower thresh-
old value but is less than the upper threshold value, the
binary threshold mask pixel is set to 1. Otherwise, the
binary threshold mask pixel is set to 0. The number of
pixel crossings (meaning pixels with the value of 1) in
the binary threshold mask is compared to a set of re-
quirements. This set of requirements includes a lower
percentage value, an upper percentage value and a mini-
mum percentage value of the reference window size. If
the number of pixel crossings exceed the upper percent-
age value, the binary threshold mask is reassigned with
the pixels within the top upper percent of the gradient
array set equal to 1 with all other pixel values set equal
to 0. If the number of pixel crossings is less than the
lower percentage value, the threshold mask is reas-
signed with the pixels within the top lower percent of
the gradient array set equal to 1 with all other pixel
values set equal to 0. If the number of pixel crossings
falls below the minimum percentage value, then the
selected reference image is no good and the selected
reference image should be abandoned. The lower per-
centage value, the higher percentage value and the
minimum percentage value are constants and are se-
lected a priori. The output array from the threshold
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mask processor 214 is fed to an image segmentation
processor 218.

Within the image segmentation processor 218, the
output array from the prefilter 210 (hereinafter referred
to as a prefilter array) and the output array from the
threshold mask processor 214 (hereinafter referred to as
a threshold mask array) are compared to calculate a
threshold value to segment the prefilter array. The
values of the pixels of the prefilter array underneath the
pixels of the threshold mask array with a value of 1 are
used to calculate an average value of the prefilter array.
This average value is used as a threshold value to seg-
ment the prefilter array. The value of each pixel of the
prefilter array is then compared to this average value
and if the value exceeds the threshold value, the pixel of
the output array is set to 1, otherwise the pixel of the
output array is set to 0. An output array (hereinafter
referred to as a binary segmented array) is provided at
the output of the image segmentation processor 218 and
fed to an edge smoother processor 220.

The edge smoother processor 220 smooths the edges
of the binary segmented array by performing two oper-
ations on the array, dilation and erosion. Each operation
is accomplished by sliding a 3 X 3 local window over the
binary segmented array. At each pixel location, the sum
of the values of the pixels under the local window is
calculated. The sum is then compared to a minimum
value and a maximum value. If the sum is greater than
the minimum value and less than the maximum value,
the pixel is set to 1, otherwise the pixel is set to 0. The
dilation operation is performed first and the erosion
operation is performed second. For the dilation opera-
tion, the minimum and maximum values are 8 and 10,
respectively, and for the erosion operation the minimum
and maximum values are 1 and 10, respectively. After
these two operations have been performed, a binary
smoothed segmented array is provided at the output of
the edge smoother processor 220 which is fed to an
edge extraction processor 222 and the reference tem-
plate generator 226.

The edge extraction processor 222 performs edge
extraction on the binary smoothed segmented array.
Edge extraction is performed similar as edge smooth-
ing. At each pixel location of the binary smoothed seg-
mented array, the sum of the local 3 by 3 window value
is compare to a minimum value and a maximum value,
here 1 and 5, respectively. If the sum is greater than the
minimum value and less than the maximum value, the
value of the center pixel is set to 1, otherwise it is set to
0. The output of the edge extraction processor 222 is a
binary edge map including zeros and ones which is fed
to the feature editing processor 224.

In the feature editing processor 224, edge tracing is
performed on the binary edge map. Edge tracing is a
recursive search technique to find all contiguous pixels
within an edge list. The technique starts by searching
for a high pixel (pixel value of 1) in the binary edge map.
Once a high pixel is found, the recursive search begins.
The starting pixel is called a parent cell. A local 3 X3
area around the parent cell is searched to determine if
any other high pixels are present adjacent to the parent
cell. If a high pixel is found, the high pixel assumes the
role of the parent cell is subjected to the same type of
recursive search. These high pixels are deleted from
further consideration since they have already been “vis-
ited.” However, the locations of these high pixels are
stored in a stack-like manner. If there are no adjacent
high pixels found adjacent the current parent cell, the
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technique continues searching around the previous par-
ent cell. This process is continued until no more adja-
cent high pixels are found. All contiguous high pixels
are then associated with a parent cell which corre-
sponds to a single edge list. The search then continues
until another different parent cell is found. The recur-
sive search technique starts again searching around the
different parent cell until all pixels have been searched
and all high pixels in the binary edge map are accounted
for with the coordinates of all the high pixels for each
edge list saved.

After the high pixels of the binary edge map are
grouped into their proper edge lists, feature editing is
performed on these pixels to determine whether they
are to be saved or deleted. During the feature editing
process, a minimum contrast criterion and minimum
edge length criterion is established. Minimum edge
length is established empirically, for example, a value of
5. The minimum contrast criterion is established as
described hereinbelow in connection with the binary
edge mask. Each pixel of the binary edge map having a
high pixel value is compared with a corresponding pixel
in the binary edge mask array fed from the edge mask
processor 216. These locations are found in the edge
lists where the high pixel coordinates of the binary edge
map are stored. If there is a corresponding high pixel
value (pixel value of 1) in the binary edge mask array,
then the pixel in the binary edge map is saved with a
value of 1. Otherwise, the pixel is changed to a value of
0. This process is performed on each of the edge lists.
The sum of the remaining pixels for each of the edge
lists is then calculated. If the sum for each of the edge
lists exceeds the minimum edge length criterion, the
edge list is saved. Otherwise, the entire edge list is de-
leted. At the end of the feature editing process, a new
set of edited edge lists are retained along with their
respective edge coordinate locations and fed to the
reference template generator 226.

In the reference template generator 226, the pixels
from each of the edited edge lists are compared with
corresponding pixels of the binary smoothed segmented
array to provide positive edge points and negative edge
points for the reference template. A local NXN win-
dow (here N is equal to 5) is centered around each pixel
of the binary smoothed segmented array which corre-
sponds with a pixel from the edge list from the feature
editing processor 224. At each pixel location within this
local window, the pixel value of the corresponding
pixel in the binary smoothed segmented array is deter-
mined. A reference template is created such that, if the
pixel value of a pixel of the binary smoothed segmented
array under the window is 1, then the pixel in the refer-
ence template is labeled a positive edge point. Other-
wise, the pixel in the reference template is labeled a
negative edge point.

After each edge list is processed, a 3 X 3 local window
is placed around each high pixel of the reference tem-
plate corresponding with the pixels listed on the edited
edge list. If a positive edge point or a negative edge
point does not exist in a pixel within the local window,
then the pixel is labeled a positive edge point. All the
high pixels of each of the original edge lists are pro-
cessed in this manner to form the final reference tem-
plate.

For each edge list within the reference template, a
contrast coefficient (K’ value) is calculated and saved
with the reference template. The contrast coefficient K’
is a function of the contrast ratio CR. The contrast ratio
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CR is determined by first calculating the average of the
values of the pixels of the original SAR image fed to the
alternative template processor 50’ under corresponding
high (positive) pixels of the reference template and the
average of the values of the pixels under corresponding
low (negative) pixels of the reference template. The
contrast ratio CR is then defined to be the ratio of the
square of the positive average values and the square of
the negative average values. The contrast coefficient
(X' value) is calculated by the equation:

_ _CR*LN(CR)
K ==Fr—1

where CR is the contrast ratio. A corresponding con-
trast coefficient (K’ value) is calculated for each edge
list. The reference template and corresponding contrast
coefficient (K’ value) is fed to the reference and aim
point transformation processor 40.

Referring again to FIG. 11, a reference template from
mission planning (not shown) can be provided to DSP
20 via data link 6 wherein the reference template is fed
directly to the reference and aimpoint transformation
processor 40. Such a reference template is generated
from available reconnaissance data. The reference tem-
plate is generated during preflight from basic target
graphics data including vertical optical photographs,
typically taken within 10 degrees of a vertical view, of
targets and surrounding areas. Information about a tar-
get scene is included in accompanying description
sheets such as location and size of buildings, latitude and
longitude of measured points and orientation of the
photograph. From the latter, a reference template is
generated by a mission planner.

Referring now to FIG. 15a and 154, a method of
processing required to provide the reference template is
described. A photo image 302 (sometimes also referred
to as a photograph) of a designated target area is digi-
tized by an optical scanner 304. A digital output signal
from the optical scanner 304 is fed as a digital input
signal to a digital microprocessor 306 wherein the digi-
tal input signal is processed as described further herein-
after to provide a digital reference template 308 which
is provided as the reference template from mission plan-
ning to the DSP 20 (FIG. 11). The method of process-
ing includes four main processes to provide the digital
reference template 308. The four main processes include
basic target graphics (BTG) digitation process 310,
scene selection process 312, feature outlining and classi-
fication process 314 and template generation process
316. A radar response prediction process 315 is also
performed as described further hereinafter. Suffice it to
say here that a radar response prediction model simu-
lates the radar reflectivity of the target scene including
the effects of radar shadowing.

In the BTG digitation process 310, a photograph 302
of a designated target area is digitized to provide a
digitized image by a scanning process using the optical
scanner 304. In the scanning process, the photograph
302 is adjusted such that one pixel of the digitized image
corresponds to the resolution of the SAR 12 (FIG. 11),
here 10 feet. Alternatively, a higher or lower resolution
can be used as long as the CRT display capability is not
exceeded. Resolution adjustment is accomplished with
known dimensional data of cultural features within the
photograph 302 provided with the photograph 302.
Each photograph 302 is typically oriented with North
at the top as a common reference convention.

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

46

Once the BTG digitation process 310 is completed,
the scene selection process 312 is accomplished. The
digitized image is displayed on a display monitor 307
and an operator selects a region of the digitized image
from which to create the digital reference template 308.
The size of the region is here 640 feet X640 feet. A
window corresponding to the size of the region for the
displayed digitized image is placed over the region
where template features will be generated.

The operator selects a target aimpoint by placing a
cursor at a proper pixel location. The accuracy of the
target aimpoint placement is related to the resolution of
the digitized image as seen on the display monitor 307.
This is a coarse aimpoint placement mode. Once the
coarse aimpoint is selected, a small section about this
region is enlarged to adjust for a final aimpoint. This is
a fine aimpoint adjustment mode and is typically five
times more accurate than the coarse mode. For exam-
ple, if the original optical resolution is 10 feet, the accu-
racy in placing the target aimpoint is typically within 5
feet. The fine aimpoint adjustment mode provides an
accuracy typically within 1 foot.

The operator next establishes the azimuth direction to
the target from which the attack will occur. The se-
lected direction may be based upon a priori preferred
missile approach direction determined by enemy de-
fenses, or it may be chosen to avoid the screening of
features of interest. The latter decision is based on near-
ness of trees or other buildings to dominant features in
the reference template. Other considerations in select-
ing the approach direction are the sensitivity to angle of
the leading edge effect from vertical structures and the
desire to include features in orthogonal directions. An-
other consideration is weapon effectiveness; for exam-
ple, the approach direction to a bunker target are azi-
muth angles that are near perpendicular to the door.

A default template region is centered around the
target aimpoint. This is generally not an optimum tem-
plate window location. The template region should
always include sufficient features in orthogonal direc-
tions to provide an adequate correlation response. This
is generally not the situation when the template window
is centered on the aimpoint. The operator must then
adjust the selected region to ensure adequate template
features. When generating track templates, the center of
the template region should be selected as close as possi-
ble to the target aimpoint to avoid large offset errors.

When in the search template generation mode, the
size of the template area is 640 ft X 640 ft. The size of
the track template area begins at 640 ftX640 ft and
reduces to 320 ft <320 ft as the missile approaches a
target. Referring now also to FIG. 16A, since the digi-
tized photograph 318 is oriented North and other orien-
tations may be required, the computer generated win-
dow is actually larger than the 640 ft template window
such that it can encompass all the template windows as
the template windows are rotated within the larger
window as illustrated in FIG. 16a. The large displayed
window 322 is the region where the computer operates.
The medium window 324 represents the search and
start of track template region. The small window 326
represents the 320 ft X 320 ft template region at the end
of track mode at the terminal approach angle indicated.
It should be appreciated that the template region should
contain orthogonal features through the end of track
mode.

After the template region has been selected in the
scene selection process 312, the feature outlining and



5,430,445

47
classification process 314 is accomplished wherein the
operator outlines and classifies the features. As shown
in FIG. 15C, the feature outlining and classification
process 314 includes a feature outlining and type classi-
fication process 314w, a height classification process
314) and a radar shadow forecasting process 314c.

Referring now to FIG. 16b, the operator outlines and
classifies the features and if these features have signifi-
cant height differences associated with them, the opera-
tor assigns a height to each of them in order to predict
radar shadowing and range layover. The operator out-
lines the target and other discernible features in the
scene. The purpose of feature outlining is to separate the
template scene into homogeneous regions of interest.
Initial outlining should contain slightly more features
than one might need. The primary features to outline
are those with long extended edges such as land/water
boundaries, bridge/water boundaries, pavement/grass
boundaries and large buildings. Typically, small objects
should not be used unless accompanied by other large
features or by a number of other small features.

The final template feature outline should be selected
to retain only 2 minimum number of predictable, qual-
ity, orthogonal features. The operator should eliminate
those features which have a high probability of being
screened by vertical structures based on line of sight
obstruction. For example, a grass/pavement boundary
that is obstructed by 2 building would not be retained
such as asphalt feature 3324 which is adjacent building
330. The operator should review the remaining features
for template adequacy. If the template is not adequate
(insufficient orthogonal features), more features must be
included in the template. If orthogonal features do not
exist in the template region at the desired angle, either
the template region or the engagement angle must be
altered.

The feature outlining and classification process 314
includes, in more detail, the operator classifying the
features according to the typical feature types described
in Table II.

TABLE II
Natural Man-Made Structures
Concrete Simple Roof Building
Asphalt Complex Face Structure
Grass Complex Roof Structure
Trees Complex Structure
Dirt/Gravel Bridge
‘Water Complex Volume

The latter is done by selecting a feature type from Table
II and placing the cursor inside each of the homogene-
ous regions thus labeling each pixel in the homogeneous
region as such a feature. Natural features are classified
based on texture, gray level and context. Man-made
structures are identified from shadows and line of sight
geometry and are classified based on texture and con-
text. Man-made structures are classified as follows.

If a top of a structure has a feature which is smooth,
it is classified as a simple roof building. Typically, the
leading edge dihedral established by the vertical surface
of the building and the ground provides the radar re-
flectivity. The radar cross section (RCS) of the top of
the building, the trailing edge of the building and the
ground is lower than the leading edge dihedral. Aircraft
hangers and POL tanks with smooth tops also exhibit
such radar reflectivity.

A complex face structure has a feature that has reflec-
tivity along the entire side of the structure. An example
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of this type is a building having windows along the
entire vertical face. In order to identify and classify a
building as a complex face structure, it is necessary to
have oblique photography.

If the top of a structure is rough in texture due to, for
example, air conditioning and plumbing equipment fix-
tures, it is classified as a complex roof building. The
entire roof top will exhibit a high RCS due to scattering
effects from the fixtures. Power plants exhibit such
radar reflectivity.

A feature is a complex structure when the feature
exhibits reflectivity over the entire surface of the struc-
ture. This can be represented by a combination of a
complex roof and a complex face structure. Refineries
and metal pipelines typically have features with these
characteristics.

A feature is classified as a bridge if it is a slab bridge
or road bridge. In general, this category includes all
bridge types except for truss bridges which exhibit a
higher radar cross section.

Complex volume is a structure with features that
exhibit reflectivity over the entire volume of the struc-
ture. Examples of this type of structure include truss
bridges, transformer yards and substations.

Each pixel in each like region is coded to identify the
feature type (i.e. here codes 513 through 524 are used
which corresponds to the features of Table II). At a
boundary, the code of each pixel on each side of the
boundary indicates the type of feature pair (i.e. a code
pair of 515/518 indicates a grass/water feature pair).

Once the operator has classified the features of the
structures within the template, these regions are spe-
cially coded with respect to their class types. It is this
coded image that is processed to generate the reference
templates. For example, the same feature outline will
result in different templates depending upon the feature
classification. The template generation process con-
siders the feature outline and classification and the line
of sight geometry to generate the reference template.

After the feature outlining and type process 314q is
completed, the height classification process 314b is
completed. The initial height of all features or regions
are set to 0. Height information is not needed to gener-
ate templates, but is included if relative feature heights
are known and if the template is located in a region with
a significant number of vertical structures. When height
information is available, the height of each outlined
feature is designated. After the height classification
process 314b is completed, the radar shadow forecast-
ing process 314¢ is completed in which a radar shadow
forecasting scene is predicted that is used to calculate
radar shadowing and range layover effects. Radar shad-
owing, as described further hereinafter, is a function of
the feature type and the radar azimuth and depression
angles and is caused by objects with different heights
being obscured by one another along the radar line of
sight (LOS) angle. The feature types that are typically
most affected include simple roof buildings and grass-
/pavement boundaries. When height information is
provided, templates are generated excluding those fea-
tures which are likely to be shadowed.

After the template scene has been defined and the
outlined features classified in the feature outlining and
classification process 314, the template generation pro-
cess 316 is completed to generate the digital reference
template 308 (FIG. 154). Using predictable radar con-
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trast between the homogeneous regions, the digital -

reference template is created.

The reference template contains high values and low
values as previously described. A high pixel value cor-
responds to the regions on the side of a boundary with
a higher radar cross section, a low pixel value corre-
sponds to the region on the side of a boundary with a
lower radar cross section. However, not all of the
boundaries or features are retained in the completed
digital reference template 308. A set of rules is applied
to delete non-useful features before the template is gen-
erated.

Referring now to FIGS. 15A, 15B and 15D, there are
three main processes that occur in the template genera-
tion process 316 to include feature editing process 3164,
feature combination process 3166 and feature rotation
316¢. The feature editing process 316a includes select-
ing those features that provide a predicted radar re-
sponse and deleting those features that do not. The
feature combination process 3165 includes combining
features that provide a like predicted radar response and
separating features that provide a different predicted
radar response. The feature rotation process 316c in-
cludes rotating the target region to correspond to the
view of the angle of attack. The outlined features that
the operator generated during the feature outlining and
classification process 314 must satisfy the following
conditions before they are included as features in the
digital reference template 308. If the feature pair are
natural terrain features, a contrast criterion must be
satisfied. If the feature is a pure dihedral (i.e. simple roof
building), only the leading edge boundaries are saved,
the trailing edge boundaries are deleted. Features are
also deleted depending upon radar contrast predictabil-
ity between adjacent features and radar shadowing. For
a boundary feature of a natural terrain feature (see
Table II) to be part of the template, the two regions that
it separates must have a minimum contrast ratio of 5 dB.

Terrain features are materials that are found in the
natural environment. The reflectivity values of terrain
features are determined from an Ohio State Handbook.
This handbook contains tables and provides gamma
values as a function of depression angle for circularly
polarized Ka band signals. The gamma function is de-
fined as the normalized echo area in dB as measured
relative to a given transmitted signal. The vatues for
these terrain features are shown on graphs in FIGS.
17A, 17B, 17C, 17D, 17E and 17F. The gamma value is
a scattering coefficient and is proportional to the terrain
surface roughness. Clutter radar cross section ac(in
square feet) is calculated from the equation:

o o4 10¥/10 SIND

where,
A, is the area of the resolution cell (here 100 square
feet);

® is the depression angle, and

v is the gamma value determined from stored tables

in accordance with FIGS. 17a and 17b.

The contrast ratio CR between the two terrain types

is calculated by:

CR=10 logjo (oc107c2)

where,
o1 is the clutter RCS of the terrain feature with the
higher RCS and
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o2 is the clutter RCS of the other terrain feature.

For simple roof building features, most of the reflec-
tivity is returned from a leading edge dihedral which is
established by the vertical surface of the building and
the ground. Therefore, only the leading edge boundary
features are considered as template features. All trailing
edge features are deleted because of a predicted small
radar contrast.

FIG. 18 illustrates the template generation process
for simple roof buildings and the like. A window 340
shows outlines of key features for a scene including
simple roof buildings and petroleum, oil, lubricant stor-
age tanks (POLs). A window 341 shows the same out-
lines with a reference template window 342 overlaid on
the target region of interest, the three POLs. The de-
sired angle of attack 344 of the missile seeker is also
shown. A window 346 shows that the leading edge
boundaries caused by the dihedral effect are retained
and the trailing edge boundaries are deleted. A window
348 shows the resulting binary reference template. The
high pixels 347 are located on the POL side of the scene,
and the low pixels 349 are located on the ground plane.

In some instances, it is difficuit to predict the radar
cross section of two regions along a boundary. For
example, in a land/water boundary feature pair, land
and water will exhibit different radar cross sections and
the boundary between the land and water regions will
provide a useful template feature depending on the
viewing geometry. If the land/water boundary is
viewed from the water, the boundary is a predictable
and useful feature. The embankment of land will result
in an enhanced radar cross section, since the reflecting
surface is tilted more towards the radar line of sight. If
the boundary is viewed from the land, the radar con-
trast of the boundary is less, since the reflecting surface
is tilted away from the radar. Therefore, it is desirable
to only retain land/water features if the land is viewed
from the water.

Another example is a bridge/land feature pair. A slab
or road bridge will have sufficient contrast over water
but not on land where the clutter radar cross section is
normally higher than water. Thus, typically, a bridge
over land feature is not retained as a template feature.
The above described contrast predictability is based
upon empirical observations of known flight test SAR
images.

Referring now to FIG. 19, an example of a land/wa-
ter boundary feature is shown. A window 350 shows a
target scene with feature outlines for two bridges 352a,
352b over water 353. Two land regions 354, 354) are
classified as grass features. Also shown in the window
350 are two buildings 356a, 356b. A window 358 shows
the target scene with a template window 360 overlaid
on the two bridges 352a, 352b. Assuming that the view-
ing angle is from the west as indicated by an arrow 362,
the boundary edge features that are used to generate the
reference template are shown in a window 362. It
should be appreciated that the boundary that separates
the bridge and land features are not used, since these
boundaries are difficult to predict. A reference template
is shown in window 364. The high pixels 366 are located
on the region with the higher RCS and the low pixels
368 are located in the remainder of the scene.

As described hereinabove, radar shadowing is caused
by objects with different heights being obscured by one
another along the radar line of sight (LLOS) angle. The
amount of radar shadowing is determined by the azi-
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muth and depression angle of the radar, the height of
the objects and the feature types of the objects.

Referring now to FIG. 20A, a side view of a target
scene 250 of two buildings 254, 256 is shown. With a
radar LOS angle 252 as indicated, a radar shadow re-
gion 254a is caused by building 254 and a radar shadow
region 256« is caused by building 256. The ground re-
gion being shadowed will effectively have no radar
cross section. Furthermore, building 256, which is par-
tially obscured by building 254 may or may not have
significant radar reflectivity depending upon the feature
type of the building 256. The features that fall within
the radar shadowing region are typically deleted from
the final template. Although, there are certain features
that are not affected based on the nature of their reflec-
tivity characteristics. Examples of features that are af-
fected by radar shadowing include grass/pavement
boundaries and simple roof buildings.

As described hereinabove, all significant features
within a target scene are classified by the operator.
Target types are separated into two categories: ground
plane features and vertical features. Ground plane fea-
tures are target types that can be divided into homoge-
neous areas with potentially different average radar
cross sections. Such target types include grass, dirt,
asphalt, concrete and water. Vertical features are target
types that have a height associated with them and in-
clude trees, simple roof buildings and complex roof
buildings. The above lists are representative and further
target types typically are added. The height of each
feature is specified as well as the radar LOS angles
(depression angle and azimuth attack angle). Next, each
feature in the target scene is coded according to the
feature’s class type. Each feature which is subjected to
radar shadowing is analyzed based on feature classifica-
tion to determine if the affected feature should be re-
tained or deleted. From the specified feature height
information and the LOS depression angle and azimuth
attack angle information, the radar shadow forecasting
scene is predicted.

FIG. 20B illustrates the effects of radar shadowing in
the template generation process. A window 370z in-
cludes a target scene with an asphalt region 3724, a
grass region 374q, simple roof buildings 3764, 377q¢ and
a complex roof building 3784. A window 3705 includes
the target scene with each of the features outlined, clas-
sified and a height assigned to each of the buildings
(here 50 ft) relative to the background height as shown.
The missile depression angle is here assumed to be 10
degrees. At the indicated radar LOS attack angle 371, a
radar shadow forecast prediction scene is generated and
is shown in window 370c¢ with the shadow regions indi-
cated by the gray regions. A window 3704 shows the
resultant template feature boundaries that are retained
after the effects of radar shadowing are accounted for.
The features that are deleted from the final template
result from template feature selection criteria.

It should be appreciated that part of the grass/asphalt
boundary between the grass 374a and the asphalt 3724
and part of the leading edge of the simple roof building
376a are deleted because of radar shadowing. The lead-
ing edge feature of the simple roof building 377a is
deleted because its reflectivity is effectively located
along the base of the building which is being shadowed
as shown. The complex roof building 3784 is not af-
fected since it exhibits reflectivity not only along its
leading edge but also from the entire roof structure.
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Other features that are deleted are trailing edge features
from the simple roof buildings 376a, 377a.

FIG. 20C illustrates an example of template feature
selection and editing and also radar response prediction
which will be described further hereinafter. A window
260z shows a vertical optical photograph of a target
area including simple and complex roof buildings. A
window 26050 shows a corresponding target scene
wherein each of the designated target features have
been outlined. A template window 262¢ is shown to
enclose a large square building 264a and two smaller
buildings 2654, 266a. A window 260c shows a predicted
radar shadow SAR response for the target scene of
window 2602. A window 262b shows the predicted
radar shadow SAR response for the area of the target
scene of window 262a. A window 260d shows an actual
SAR image of the target scene of window 260a with the
area within window 262¢ corresponding to the area
within window 262a. A window 2624 shows the resul-
tant template with feature boundaries that are retained
after the effects of radar shadowing are considered. The
window 262b showing the predicted radar shadow
SAR response illustrates the effect of radar shadowing
on simple roof buildings. The window 2625 shows that
the shadow cast by building 266a obscures a side dihe-
dral of the building 2654. The shadow cast by building
265a obscures part of both of the dihedrals of the build-
ing 264a. Looking at window 262¢ in the actual SAR
image, it is apparent that the low reflectivity of build-
ings 264q, 264b and 264c is as predicted.

During actual flight of a missile (not shown), the
SAR image of window 2604 is correlated against the
reference template 2624 until the reference template is
overlaid at an optimum target acquisition location as
shown by window 262c¢. FIG. 20D shows a 3-D acquisi-
tion surface plot wherein the correct target location
peaks with minimal ambiguity.

When generating useful edge features for a reference
template, the process searches for all of the boundaries
that the operator has outlined. These boundaries are
then traced until ail boundary points are accounted for.
Normally, when a break occurs in the tracing process, a
new edge feature is declared. The window 362 in FIG.
19 shows examples of edge features that might be
caused by breaks in the trace.

Since each edge feature is processed individually
before calculating the correlation value, the feature
edge lists must be properly combined or in some in-
stances separated in feature combination process 3165
to optimize target acquisition. FIG. 21 illustrates this
process. A window 380a shows the outline of the two
bridges 352a, 352b as shown in FIG. 19. As described
earlier with FIG. 19, boundary features are outlined as
shown in window 380a. A template window 360 is
overlaid the two bridges 352q, 352b and here separated
into two feature edges. The first feature edge as shown
in window 360« includes only the land/water boundary
features. The second feature edge as shown in window
3605 includes only the bridge/water boundary features.
The reference template as shown in window 360c¢ is
saved with the total edge features shown.

All template features are combined in such a way that
each feature edge list includes only those boundary
features that include the same feature pairs. For the
bridge scene in FIG. 21, the single edge feature includ-
ing all boundaries are separated into two feature edges:
land/water feature and bridge/water feature. If the
feature edges are not separated, then in further process-
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ing, some pixel values of the bridge will be used to
process the pixels under the land/water region and vice
versa. By separating the feature edges as shown in win-
dow 360d, the bridge pixel values 382 are used to pro-
cess only the bridge/water boundary and the land pixel
values 384 are used to process only the land/water
boundary.

Before a reference template is saved, the template
features are rotated in the feature rotation process 316¢
to correspond with a desired angle of attack. FIG. 22
illustrates this process. A window 340 shows a typical
target scene including POLs 386, and the desired azi-
muth angle of attack indicated by arrow 344. The POLs
are outlined to show their relative locations. As de-
scribed hereinabove in reference to FIG. 18, a reference
window 342 is overlaid the POLs 386 as shown in win-
dow 341. A window 342¢ shows the leading edge
boundaries that are retained and the trailing edge
boundaries that are deleted. A window 342b shows the
resulting binary reference template before rotation.
With a desired angle of attack indicated by arrow 344 as
shown, the target scene is rotated to correspond with
the desired angle of attack. A window 3882 shows the
target scene rotated with the leading edge boundaries
that are retained and the trailing edge boundaries that
are deleted. A window 388b shows the resulting binary
reference template after rotation.

Mission planning must consider two missile system
processes: target acquisition and aimpoint tracking. The
important difference between acquisition and track is
that acquisition is concerned with uniquely acquiring
the target and eliminating ambiguities whereas track is
concerned with accuracy. For this reason, separate
search and track templates are implemented.

During target acquisition, the missile 10 (FIG. 1A)
searches a relatively large target area on the ground 9
(FIG. 1A). A search template used for this target area
must have sufficient detail to acquire a reference loca-
tion relative to the desired target. The search template
is provided primarily to eliminate ambiguities, not for
aimpoint accuracy. After the missile has acquired the
target, it searches a much smaller region around a target
using a track template for aimpoint accuracy. Although
search and track templates may be identical, track tem-
plates will typically include fewer features.

In general, both search templates and track templates
should be kept as simple as possible. Search templates
should include only enough features sufficient to avoid
ambiguities. Although track templates are generally
more simple (include less features), some targets, such
as runways, utilize search templates and track templates
which are the same.

When a template is generated, the operator has the
option to verify its quality and to compensate for poten-
tial biasing. If a search template is being validated, the
ability of the template to uniquely designate a desired
target in a Iarge clutter scene is evaluated. Quantitative
measures such as probability of false alarm, along with
a 3-D plot of the predicted correlation surface, are dis-
played to the operator. If a track template is being vali-
dated, the ability of the template to accurately track a
target is evaluated. A good track template typically
exhibits a low variance, indicating track stability. When
the reference template is correlated against a SAR map
in the correlation process as described earlier in connec-
tion with FIG. 11, there is a potential for a bias between
the peak of the correlation response and the designated
aimpoint location. The radar response prediction pro-
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cess 315 (FIG. 15B) which evaluates the template qual-
ity also estimates the expected template bias. When a
template bias is indicated, the aimpoint is adjusted to
compensate for the bias. If either a search or track tem-
plate does not provide a high probability of success, the
operator should change the template. Based on the
diagnosed deficiency, there are three techniques for
correcting the template: add or delete features to the
template, select a different approach angle or effect an
aimpoint offset. The operator can modify the current
template or create a new template and repeat the verifi-
cation procedure over again.

During flight of the missile 10 (FIG. 1A), an input
array representing the ground return is processed
through the reference template array. Template match-
ing functions generally exhibit bias error characteristics
which vary with template and target environments.
There are several potential sources for bias error which
can be readily identified and corrected.

As described hereinbefore, templates are generated
using vertical optical photography. SAR radar mea-
surement may not correspond to the optical target area
in an identical manner. The radar edges may not be
sharp, and may “ramp up” in radar cross section as an
edge feature is traversed. Thus, digital processing dur-
ing the correlation process may register the edge fea-
ture along the ramp and not at the true position of the
edge. Furthermore, the height of a feature may induce
an overlay in the range direction creating a perceived
shift in down range. Thus, even with ideal signals, the
correlation peak may not coincide with the designated
track point.

Jt should be appreciated that all post processing based
on the histomatch result is referenced with respect to
the cell containing the histomatch peak. The following
discussion provides analysis supporting the technique of
predicting probability density of the histomatch peak.

First, we represent the histomatch response 1o a stim-
ulus statistically by the moments arrays:

wn(x,y)=expected histomatch response at cell; and

vn(x,y)=unbiased variance of the histomatch re-
sponse at cell. Now represent the marginal proba-
bility function as:

P(u1,v1,p2,v2)=probability of a histomatch cell with

“statistics (u1,v1) exceeding the response with statis-
tics (u2,v2). Now approximate the peak probability
density by: -

D(x,)=GrP(s(x.y), vE(x.Y), pa(u,v), viu,v))
(uv)4(xy

where G is set to satisfy the normality requirement

= = 1.
) D(x.y)

This expression for the density is still not practical
because of the large number of operations required, To
reduce the computational workload, a2 reduced number
of candidate points are generated with all other proba-
bilities set to zero. This prefiltering method is described
as follows.

Define (xp,yp)=location of the peak of the expected
histomatch response, pgp=expected histomatch re-
sponse at (xpup), the expected histomatch response
maximum, vgp=histomatch variance at the peak re-
sponse and Tpr=prefilter probability threshold. Now
the reduced set of candidate points is the set defined as:
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X=(x)) [NxXNEApp(xy), va(xy), pip
NP ETpF

Now for each point in the set X, the probability den-
sity has the representation:

Gl
_ @.v) 5= (%))
DEN =y ex

bd: (xp) X

Ppaxy), va(xy) kawy), viev) : (

The prefilter threshold value is the subject of a trade.
Raising the prefilter threshold increases throughput and
decreases the accuracy of the density estimate.

The area of greatest difficulty involves the marginal
probability postulated in the equation for P(pivip2,v2).
A closed form expression of this density is not feasible
and, due to the large number of degrees of freedom (one
for each template node), a complete statistical charac-
terization is not practical.

To overcome these problems, a two parameter distri-
bution was developed which should have similar char-
acteristics to the histomatch response. The latter
formed the base for constructing a table for represent-
ing the marginal probability function.

The two parameter distribution is constructed by the
foliowing method. For the initial base, a binomial distri-
bution is selected because the distributions of H, ;. and
H.._ as described hereinafter are multinomials. The
two free parameters are the degrees of freedom, N and
the single sample probability P.

The histomatch algorithm maps its multinomial distri-
bution through a highly nonlinear function. To maintain
an analog to this, the binomial is mapped through the
function

_—— s
T bB2 4 ca — B

Where b is the binomial distribution random number
with the density

Jo R/N) = =L PR — PN-K

and E;, E, E3 and C are constants.

Now tables of the histomatch mean and unbiased
variance can be generated for combinations of the bino-
mial parameters and (N1 p) by the formulae given below:

pHEN) =
N - KE1
o Wopm X0 (KEZ+C(N—K)E3
vi(PN) = K= O(T%TPK(I—-
pN-K K= — pHBN) 2
KE2 4 (N — K)E3 ’

Now the marginal probability function for the
mapped binomial is given below as:

5

i0

15

20

25

30

35

45

55

56
P(N1, Py, N, P9) =

Prob o o
(7] >
b2 0 — b)B3 T b2 4 1 — B3

}

The histomatch mapping function is strictly increasing,
therefore

P(Ny, Py, N2, P2) = Problby > by] =

N @ PG — pyNi-K MENLND (v ekt — PNt
k=0 V1 ~ K) & 1=0 M ~Dm

]

Now the marginal probability table for the his-
tomatch process is generated from the above intermedi-
ate tables in the following fashion. The ordinates of
interest, pLivips, v, are generated. Then, via an inverse
table lookup on tables constructed from the equations
for pp(P,N) and vu(P,N), the associated binomial pa-
rameters N3, P3, N2, P> are generated.

Now the marginal probability is computed by apply-
mg a table lookup procedure on data generated by the
equation for p(N1,P1,N2,P2) providing tables of mar-
ginal probabilities based on the histomatch moments.

The following discussion will present the analysis for
estimating the mean and variance of the histomatch
response to a given SAR scene represented as a Ray-
leigh distributed process. If we define the SAR response

KNy

where M(K,N1,N3) = I: ™

~cell X by:

Prob{SARX) < T] = == f Tu Exp(—i— du
) ), PX)
where P(X)=expected power return from cell.

The histomatch algorithm is based on a given fixed
template which is subdivided into features. Represent
the template as follows:

Ny=number of features in the template;

Cr(f)=contrast ratio of the f* feature;

Ny(f)=number of positive nodes in the f* feature;

Np(f)=number of negative nodes in the f* feature;

X (K1f)=the K* positive node of the f* feature; and

X (Kif)=the K% negative node of the f* feature.

The first stage of the histomatch algorithm is to deter-
mine the binarization thresholds for each feature by the
formulae:

CR(/) NA(f)

=

N,

£ _
T = W Koy SAREED)

Since both Ty(f) and Tx(f) depend on the SAR re-
sponse, they are subject to random variation. Applying

5 the law of large numbers, approximate the threshold

statistics as gaussian. Thus, computing the mean and
unbiased variance completely characterizes the thresh-
olds statistically. This produces:
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CrY) Na(H) _
W) = T 2 FSARGEAKL]
N,,(/) 5
bnlh) = Cr T g ARG
C Nu(f)
vt = 2l 3 ESAREEL) — wphF]

10

AT NP(t) SARXHK 2
vn() = Cro) Np2(f) K 1 ElC ( P< ) F-n(f)) ]

where each SAR cell has been assumed to be statisti-
cally independent. Now by construction of the Ray-
leigh representation:
E [SAR2(X)]=P(X) while evaluating the integral
produces:

15

20
- ) ul -
E[SARX)] = 2 J- 0 u* Exp o o du =

® 2 25
Exp (— d )du =
f 0 J2:9)
3

HBY [ (o [Em0]

Applying like terms from the last six equations pro-
duces:
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-continued
_ Craf) Nelh ‘
- A= T T AR
NgD
4 — 1
vlh) = =7 CrONZG) K= 2 | PG

and each of the threshold variables is characterized by:

T 2
1 (¢ — pp()
Pro (T (H<T) = Exp (— )dt
) 4 2mv(f) '[ - 2vph)
T t — pa(H)?
Prob(T,,(f)<T) = T\l__l;__.(f)— f _m Exp (_ ( 2V:U)(f)) dr

Once the thresholds have been established, the pixels in
the template are binarized by comparison with the
threshold. This is represented by the equations:

1: SARX(KN) > T

b = o . SARCE S = T

1: SARE k) > TN

hanlkf) = SARGGARL) Z TH

Now the probability functions for each pixel have the
form:

® 1 C—mP N®__ 2 ( 2 )
Dbl = 11 = ca Nomgp T (‘ ) )f & 7 I AN 0 (% I A
PO B WY G Gy )i ) © ( B )

Ccr() Nel) _ _
wi =\ I 1 K2 [PECapE

Probhgkf) = 1] =-2—l-\17—f ® (_
TV, - 00

Problhunkf) = 1] =—2—\ll_’m—f Exp (_
TV, — 0

Evaluating the inner integral produces:

¢ = B 2

) )Exp (— _Rr—p(kvf)) )dt
@ = palO?

B )E"P( X )“"

These expressions can be written as:

p2(9)
Probihppkf) = 1] = ﬁ Exp [‘ BN + 29,00
_ 2
- [ BELkS) + 2940 ( Rk )il ] @
J | T T IR RV P Bk + 20D

- 00
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-continued
e I En)
Problhpn(kf) = 1] = 1.0 — e Exp| — HEREOR
2
[ . [_ EX(kes) + 20001) ( RX(kfpprkf) ) :I n
Nt ZRX vy POk + 2val)
Evaluating the final integrals produces:
Prob(fpptkf) = 1) = .
-continued
—_— 3
[ Bk f) ] Ex [_ B2 1s o N
W———_-—p(kvf)) T 200 P _F(X-”(k,f)) ¥ 2v, _—(N) = %21 2n(k)
Probihnn(ef) = 1) = Q++(N, K)=Prob(G +(N)=k): k=0, ..., N
Q__(N, K)=Prob(G._N)=k): k=0,..., N
L [ BXn(lc1) ] w9 20 Clearly, the distribution after adding the next element
PR + 2vn(h) T RXkp) + 2 becomes:

Now the histomatch function value is computed by the
formula:

E E1
z= Hi HZ
- E2
HE, - cHER_ { HE2_ 4 cHER,
where
Ny NApH
H. =X 2 h
++ =22 1pp(k.f)
= YO, &
== 2k nn(kof)
Ny
Hy = X Np(f) Hy

Ny
H_4 =3 Nyf(p —H__
+ f=l n(/)

To simplify notation, order the arrays hp,(k,f) and
hpn(k,f) linearly so that we can write:

Ny
Ny= 3 N,
=2 A0

Ny
Nu= 3 N
=2 1))

Np:

H = 2 h
++ k=lpp(f)

Nne

H__ = 2 hpp(k
21 nn(K)

H+_ = Np; - H++

H__+ = an'-— H__

Now the distribution of Hy  and H___ can be com-
puted recursively in the following fashion. Define:

N
GraM = 2 lipk)
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Q4+ +(N+1,k)=Prob[hy(N+ 1)=1]Q+ +(Nk—1)-
+(1—Problhy(N+1)=1])Q+ +(1

Q- _(N+Lk)=Prob[ha(N+1)=1]Q_ _(N,K)+(1-
—Problhps(N+1)=1D)Q_ _(N,1

The initial conditions for the recursion are defined as:

0:k=0

Q++(0,k) = 0.0: k:,& 0

0:k=0

2--0k =44, ks£0
With this construction, Q4+ Nprk):k=1, ..., Npr
is the density of H, 4 and Q—_ (Npr;k)k=1,..., N1

is the density of H_ _.

To compute the moments of Z, the objective of this
analysis, assume Z can be statistically decomposed into
the product:

Z=ZyZ,
where
E
L,
P T gE2 E3
Hyy + CHZL
HEL_
Zp = —————
HE2_ 4 CHE3_

Further, assume Z, and Z, are statistically indepen-
dent. This is reasonable since there are no SAR cells
common to both H;  and H__. Now the moments
can be computed by:

pz=EZ)= E(ZP)E(Z,;) = Hzpizn
vz=El@z—p))= VzpVzn+ l-"zpz"zn = P'znzi’zp

where

-

E1
Hy,
5 73
HE 4+ cHE3_
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-continued

HE My M,
pon = E | ————— Xdpg) = X + p——5— Jag + | g — = JaR
H2 4 cHB,

5
Thus,
2 - —
[ HE Psar(p.q) =
Yy = E —_—r m
» E2 E3 ~ F%®
B H++ + CHZ’ _ i CZPIGE N, Nz X .
10 o mmRes =N, meng T€ 4+ MRS R (m)
- 2
HEL .
Vop = E| | —————— — Since the histomatch is amplitude insensitive, the lead-
HEZ + cHE3 . . . .
| ~— —+ i ing constant is of only marginal importance.

Referring now to FIG. 23, template verification and

15 . e .
Now the moments Mzps Mzn, VzpUzm CAN be computed blaS.eStlmatlF)n .pIOCCSSCS are 1.11ustrated. Aﬂ operator
directly from the distributions Q. 4+, Q__ with the outlines all significant boundaries and classifies the ho-
following formulae: mogeneous regions in the target area of the digitized

image and a reference template and a predicted SAR
image is generated. A correlation process is then per-

Pop = ng, Q4+ Npth) - —55 K1 —— 20 formed to correlate the reference template against the
k=0 k52 C(Npr — R) predicted SAR image (predicted radar response) to
N provide probability of detection, template bias and track
Pan = i O (Npsh) - kElL variance data. The performance model requires the
k=0 KE2 4+ C(Npe — YB3 reference template, the predicted SAR image and a
25 track point. The template generation process has al-
Npr KE 2 ready been described in detail.
Vap = kio Q4 +(Npk) - I: KE2 4 C(Npt — B3 “'ZP] A generation process to provide the predicted SAR

image is very similar to the reference template genera-
N - RN tion process. There are four main processes to generate
= 3 Q0 _(Nnh)- I: ol — Man :l the predicted SAR image to include a digitization pro-
k=0 KE2 4 C(Npe — B3 cess, a scene selection process, a feature outlining and
classification process and a radar response prediction

The following discussion describes the analytic repre- process. The first three processes have been described
sentation of the statistical radar response model for __ hereinabove in reference to the reference template gen-
template verification. This process provides an ex- 35 eration process in connection with FIG. 15B. The win-
pected power map representing the radar’s response to dow size during the reference template generation
the modeled background. mode is large enough such that a 640 ft X 640 ft template
To produce a measure which is independent of spe- can be generated as already described. The window size
cific flight geometry, each SAR map cell is processed as during the predicted SAR image generation mode de-
if it were a stationary point of the motion compensation. ~ pends on whether the operator is performing verifica-
For points near the center of the field of view, the effect tion on search or track templates. If a search template is
of the pattern on the sum-beam map can be approxi- being verified, the window size is equal to the acquisi-
mated by a fixed gain matrix. Let tion uncertainty area. The search template is evaluated

Vzn

2

— CPIGg  n N, ) ( [Xk— X207 D
B AR = s Ren kilc"[n 2 N, Wemsine | ™ B - '

. 2
Nr . Xi — Xo.9)TR
(L2, o[ B

where Gg=effective antenna pattern gain matrix. Now 55 over this uncertainty area. If a track template is being

represent the stimulus cross section in the SAR x Dop-  verified, the window size is only slightly larger than the

pler line of sight frame by: track template window. The predicted SAR image is
: generated at the same time as the reference template.

Once the predicted SAR image and reference tem-

_ M My 60 plate have been produced, the latter are subjected to a

Het = Xe + (K T2 )A"" * (1 T2 A)A'R gorrelation procogss similar to the correlation process as

described in connection with the edge template correla-

ok, ;=cross section at the cell tor 36 (FIG. 11). A mathematical development for gen-
where erating the predicted SAR image and the histomatch
Xc=center of the field of view 65 correlation response was presented hereinabove.
Mx=cross range size of the SAR map As described hereinabove, during the feature classifi-
M, =down range size of SAR map cation process, a radar cross section value is assigned to

Define the control center for sample X(p,q) by: each of the pixels. For natural terrain features, the RCS
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is directly caiculated from the Ohio State reflectivity
tables. For man-made features, the RCS is calculated
based upon empirical data acquired from flight test
SAR images.

All vertical features affect the RCS of the scene stim-
ulus radar model due to range layover. Range layover is
caused by reflection of high objects occupying the same
range cell on the ground. For simple roof buildings
where the roof structure has a low reflectivity, there is
minimal range layover. However, for complex roof
structures or trees, range layover has a significant effect
on the stimulus model. Assuming subpixel range lay-
over, the RCS of a pixel is calculated from the follow-
ing equations:

Y=H sin®
o{R~Y)o;
ogip1=Yoit+oit 1

where,

@ is the depression angle,

H is the feature height,

Y is the range layover,

R is the optical resolution,

o is the RCS of the current pixel and

oi+11s the RCS of the next pixel.

Radar sidelobes can also change the RCS of the scene
stimulus radar model. Radar sidelobes have the effect of
smoothing the RCS over the entire image. Therefore,
high reflectivity values will be integrated into neighbor-
ing low reflectivity values. This causes apparent pixel
broadening. Both range layover and radar sidelobes
may cause the template to correlate on a pixel other
than the one that it was intended.

Three examples will demonstrate and explain causes
of template bias. In each example, the target feature
used is a square outline when viewed from above.

Referring now to FIG. 24, a window 390q includes a
target 392 which is modeled as a simple roof building
with a height of 40 feet. A window 3905 shows a target
feature which includes a leading edge dihedral 392¢
established by the vertical face of a building and a
ground plane, ground clutter 3925 which is modeled as
grass, a roof top 392¢ and ground area 392d which is
radar shadowed. The radar is looking at an angle as
indicated by arrow 391. A window 390c shows the
radar response to the target feature 392. A window 3904
shows the effective processed radar cross section at one
cross range filter corresponding to the vertical line 393
in window 390c. A measurement of amplitude is shown
along the abscissa and a measurement of down range is
shown along the ordinate. It is apparent that the radar
response is dominated by the dihedral plus the range
sidelobes on both sides of the peak dihedral response. A
window 390¢ shows the template for the target feature
392. A plot of a three-dimensional track correlation
surface resulting from the correlation of the template
with the radar response is shown in FIG. 24A. It should
be appreciated that the template correlation is per-
formed over a region =5 pixels relative to a correct
match point in both cross range and down range. It is
observed that the cross range peak of the correlation
surface is in cross range cell 6, which is the correct
location. The down range peak is in range cell 5, as
compared with the correct range cell 6. The bias cor-
rection is 10 feet, or one range cell. The digital correla-
tion process was triggered by the range sidelobe of the
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radar response, causing a one range cell bias. It should
be appreciated that bias is caused by range layover and
sidelobing effects.

Referring now to FIG. 25, a target 395 is modeled as
a complex roof building with a height of zero. A win-
dow 394 shows a target feature which results in a high
RCS within the bounds of the building relative to the
clutter background. A window 394¢ shows the radar
response to the target feature 395. A window 394d
shows the radar cross section response including range
sidelobes for a row of cross range pixels corresponding
to the vertical line in window 394¢. The radar cross
section (RCS) retains its peak value over the range
extent of the building. A window 394¢ shows the tem-
plate for the target feature 395 which is the same as that
employed in window 390¢ (FIG. 24). A plot of a three-
dimensional track correlation surface resulting from the
correlation of the template with the radar response is
shown in FIG. 25A. It should be appreciated that the
cross range peak of the correlation surface is in cross
range cell 6, which is the correct location. The down
range peak is in both down range cells 5 and 6. The
predicted down range bias is 6 feet, which corresponds
to the correlation surface. The different down range
bias, when compared with the simple roof building,
results from the range extent of the high RCS response
and the interaction with the Histomatch correlation.

Referring now to FIG. 26, a window 396z includes a
target 397 which is modeled as a complex roof building
with a height of 40 ft. Radar line of sight is modeled
here with a 15 degrees depression angle. A window
396b shows a target feature which results in a high RCS
within the bounds of the building relative to the clutter
background as in the previous example. A shadow re-
gion exists beyond the building as shown. A window
396¢ shows the radar response to the target feature 397.
A window 3964 shows the radar cross section response
including range sidelobes for a row of cross range pixels
corresponding to the vertical line in window 396c. It
should be appreciated that the amplitude for the region
which is shadowed is less than that for the background
region. A window 396e shows the template for the
target feature 397 which is the same as that employed in
the previous examples. A plot of a three-dimensional
track correlation surface resulting from the correlation
of the template with the radar response is shown in
FIG. 26A. The result is the top of the building appears
10 feet closer to the radar, due to range layover. The
radar cross section is similar to the second example. The
response is displaced 10 feet closer to the radar and
radar shadowing is evident. The correlation response
peaks at cross range cell 6, the correct location, and is in
both down range cells 4 and 5, resulting in a 1.5 cell
average location error. Predicted down range bias is 15
feet. When comparing the model of target feature 397 to
the model of target feature 395, the predicted bias of 15
feet versus the predicted bias of 6 feet results from range
layover from the 40 foot height attributed to the build-
ing.

For the contemplated weapon system, bias is re-
moved by adding the estimated bias to the location of
the correlation peak at each measurement update. The
bias estimate is applied to all measurement updates to
minimize bias estimation error. Because the estimated
bias varies with aspect angle, an average over the ex-
pected dwell angles is used. :
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Referring now to FIG. 27, an example is iilustrated of
a probability of detection of a typical target scene 420
and a template 422 as shown. The target scene 420
includes a number of POLs. The template 422 includes
three POLs. The template 422 is overlaid the target
scene 420 at a location of maximum correlation. A cor-
relation plot 424 is shown of the statistical digital corre-
lation process response of the template 422 over the
target scene 420. The probability of detection is calcu-
lated from this statistical digital correlation process
response.

Referring now to FIG. 28, typical template bias cal-
culations are illustrated for typical target scenes and
corresponding templates including a runway scene 430
and a corresponding template 430a, a bridge scene 432
and a corresponding template 4324, a simple roof build-
ing 434 and a corresponding template 434¢ and a com-
plex roof building 436 and a corresponding template
436a. The template bias is calculated for both the cross
range and down range directions. The runway scene
430 includes grass and asphalt features in the ground
plane only. Bias occurs primarily in the cross range
direction because the down range features almost can-
cel each other. The biases are small as compared to most
other scenes because of the relative small radar cross
section between grass and asphalt features. Target
scenes with relative height features typically exhibit
larger template biases.

The bridge scene 432 includes land/water boundary
features and bridge/water boundary features. When the
template 432q is overlaid at a corresponding location,
cross range bias is almost canceled by both sides of the
bridge/water features. Thus, the bias is dominated in
down range by the land/water feature which is mod-
eled on the ground plane only.

In the simple roof building scene 434, bias is domi-
nated in the down range direction. The cross range is
totally eliminated. The height of the structure is here
modeled as 30 feet high. The bias is larger than the
previously described scenes because of the larger rela-
tive RCS and range layover effects as previously de-
scribed.

Bias for the complex roof building scene 436 which is
modeled with a 30 foot height is also dominated in the
down range direction. The down range bias is larger
because a complex roof building exhibits higher reflec-
tivity along the roof top. A higher reflectivity causes a
greater range layover effect which causes the larger
bias. '

In generating search and track templates, the tem-
plates should include template features that provide
uniqueness for target acquisition and accuracy for tar-
get track. A good template should always include suffi-
cient orthogonal features that are not obscured or shad-
owed by elevated objects and shadow forecasting is
used to aid the mission planner in positioning the search
and track templates.

In the contemplated system, to effect shadow fore-
casting, template generation and template verification,
it is necessary for the operator to outline, classify and
specify the height of key features here in a 2240 ft. by
2240 ft. area centered about the target location. With a
mapped area of 1440 ft. by 1440 ft. and considering a
possible uncertainty of the missile relative to the target
of 1400 ft. in each direction on the ground, a mapped
feature will fall within the 2240 ft. by 2240 ft. area. If a
feature height is not known, it may be obtained by ob-
serving the sun shadow cast by that feature and compar-
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ing it to the sun shadow cast by a feature whose height-
is known. The height of a desired feature Hr can be
calculated by the equation '

HpR
HF=-TS-;--SF,

where

Hris the height of the reference feature,

Sr is the length of the shadow cast by the reference

feature,

Sr is the length of the shadow cast by the desired

feature and

Hpris the height of the desired feature.

When templates are generated, it is necessary to evalu-
ate their effectiveness to uniquely acquire and accu-
rately track the target or reference features. It has been
observed that simple buildings, when viewed at near
cardinal angles, typically do not provide orthogonal
features. In the template generation process, a side of a
building is predicted to provide a dihedral image if the
face of the building is oriented greater than 15 degrees
relative to the line of sight. With an orientation less than
15 degrees, predicted acquisition performance of a
search template is poor. As described earlier, better
search performance can be achieved by either adding
more features, changing the engagement angle or effect-
ing an offset aimpoint. If all features lie along cardinal
angles, then adding more features or using an offset
aimpoint are not desirable choices. Changing the en-
gagement angle is the better way to enhance both the
search and track template performances. It has been
observed that with incident angles less than 15 degrees
with sufficient features, unambiguous target acquisition
performance is achievable. As shown in FIG. 20C,
selecting an engagement angle which will provide an
adequate predicted radar response is desirable. In FIG.
20C, it is apparent that the radar shadow cast by build-
ing 266¢ will obscure a portion of the side dihedral of
building 265a. The radar shadow of building 265a will
obscure a portion of both the dihedrals of building 2644.
Thus, the portion of the features which are radar shad-
owed are deleted from the reference template, but suffi-
cient features are retained to provide an adequate search
template.

Referring now to FIG. 29, a window 450 shows a
corresponding track template used with the search tem-
plate of FIG. 20C. A window 452 shows a correspond-
ing target scene wherein each of the designated target
features have been outlined. A template window 4524 is
shown to enclose a T-shaped building 456 and portions
of other buildings. A window 454 shows a predicted
SAR response for the target scene of window 452. A
window 452b shows the predicted radar shadow SAR
response for the area of the target scene of window
452a. .

A predicted SAR image is correlated against the
reference template 450 until the reference templaie is
overlaid at an optimum target track location as shown
by window 452a. FIG. 29A shows a 3-D target surface
plot wherein the correct target location peaks with
minimal variance.

Having described this invention, it will now be appar-
ent to one of skill in the art that various elements of the
embodiment disclosed may be changed without affect-
ing the invention. It is felt, therefore, that this invention
should not be restricted to its disclosed embodiment,
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but rather shouid be limited only by the spirit and scope
of the appended claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A synthetic aperture radar system comprising:

a) means, responsive to a controller, for transmitting
a plurality of radio frequency pulses, each pulse
having a frequency range wherein the frequency of
each pulse changes at a linear rate during the pulse
wherein an initial frequency of each successive
pulse is outside the frequency range of an immedi-
ate preceding pulse; and

b) means, responsive to the controller, for adjusting
the transmission time of a successive pulse to re-
ceive a reflection of a prior pulse at an interval
between the transmission of two successive pulses.

2. The synthetic aperture radar as recited in claim 1
further comprising;:

2) means, responsive to the controller, for providing
the radio frequency pulses are transmitted at a
point on the ground; and

b) means, responsive to the controller, for providing
the linear rate varies in response to the range be-
tween the synthetic aperture radar and the point on
the ground.

3. The synthetic aperture radar as recited in claim 2

wherein:

a) the time between the pulses varies in response to
the range between the synthetic aperture radar and
the point on the ground.

4. The synthetic aperture radar as recited in claim 1
wherein a reflection of a transmitted pulse is received in
an interval following the transmission of a plurality of
successive pulses.

5. The synthetic aperture radar as recited in claim 4
wherein the radio frequency pulses are transmitted at a
point on the ground and the number of pulses between
the transmission of a pulse and the reception of the
reflection of that pulse varies in response to the range
between the synthetic aperture radar and the point on
the ground.

6. A method of operating a synthetic aperture radar
comprising the steps of:

a) transmitting a series of chirped pulses;

b) receiving reflections of transmitted pulses from an
object at a range from the synthetic aperture radar
and mixing the received signal with a chirped pulse
to produce a dechirped signal; and

c) mixing the dechirped signal with a controllable
signal and changing the frequency and phase of the
controllable signal as the range changes.

7. The method of operating a synthetic aperture radar
as recited in claim 6 wherein the step of transmitting
pulses comprises sequentially transmitting a plurality of
pulses, in sequentially transmitted groups of pulses, the
frequency at the start of the first pulse in each group of
pulses being a first value, and the frequency at the start
of each successive pulse in each group of pulses exceed-
ing the frequency at the start of the preceding pulse by
a fixed amount.

8. The method of operating a synthetic aperture radar
as recited in claim 7 wherein the step of changing the
frequency and phase of a controllable signal comprises:

a) changing the required frequency of the controlla-
ble signal after the transmission of each pulse; and

b) changing the required phase of the controllable
signal once for each group of pulses.

9. The method of operating a synthetic aperture radar

as recited in claim 8 further comprising the step of pro-
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viding a map of an array of pixels wherein the pixel in
the array closest to a pixel in one section of the map is
selected by multiplying the coordinate of the pixel by a
matrix and selecting the pixel in a corresponding patch
having coordinates closest to a transformed coordinate.

10. A method of operating a synthetic aperture radar
on a flying object to form a map of an area on the
ground encompassing a plurality of pixels, each repre-
senting a location on the ground, the method compris-
ing the steps oft

a) pointing a beam of radio frequency energy at a
location on the ground;

b) receiving reflections from objects within the patch
of ground centered at the Iocations during a dwell
time;

¢) forming an array of pixels from the received signal,
the values of each of the pixels representing objects
at a different location within the patch;

d) assigning values to each of the plurality of pixels in
one section of the map by selecting one of the
pixels in the array of pixels, the selected pixel in the
array representing a location on the ground closest
to the location represented by the pixel in the map;
and

€) repeating steps a) through d) to assign values to
pixels in other sections of the map.

11. The method of operating a synthetic aperture

radar as recited in claim 10 wherein:

a) the plurality of pixels in each array are organized in
a two-dimensional array along a first set of two
axes, each pixel in the array having associated with
it two coordinates representing its displacement
along each axis from the origin of the first set of
axes;

b) the plurality of pixels in each section of the map are
organized in a two-dimensional array along a sec-
ond set of two axes, each pixel in the map having
associated with it two coordinates representing its
displacement along each axis from the origin of the
second set of axes; and

c¢) the origin of the first set of axes for each of the
arrays of pixels corresponds to the same point on
the ground as the origin for one of the map sec-
tions.

12. The method of operating a synthetic aperture
radar as recited in claim 11 wherein the pixel in the
array closest to a pixel in one section of the map is
selected by multiplying the coordinate of the pixel by a
matrix and selecting the pixel in the corresponding
patch having coordinates closest to the transformed
coordinates.

13. The method of controlling a synthetic aperture
radar as recited in claim 12 wherein a value of the ma-
trix is computed for each dwell time.

14. The method of controlling a synthetic aperture
radar as recited in claim 13 further comprising the step
of controlling the flying object to fly along a patch,
such patch being selected such that the angle between
the flying object and the point on the ground at the
center of the map and the direction of travel of the
object changes at a constant rate while the map is being
formed.

15, A synthetic aperture radar apparatus comprising:

a) means for transmitting chirped pulses with a chirp
slope, S, and a pulse repetition interval, Tp;

b) means for receiving reflected radio signals of the
transmitted pulses from an object;
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c) means for determining the range between the syn-

thetic aperture radar and the object; and

d) means, responsive to the range determining means,

for changing the chirp slope, S, and pulse repetition

period, T)p.

16. The synthetic aperture radar apparatus as recited
in claim 15 further comprising a plurality of signal
paths, responsive to the means for receiving reflected
radio frequency signals, each path comprising:

i) means for passing a signal during a periodically
occurring time interval and blocking the signal
at all other times;

ii) a bandpass filter connected in series with the
means for passing signals. :

17. The synthetic aperture radar apparatus as recited
in claim 16 further comprising:
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a) a mixer, responsive to the receiving means and to a
reference signal; and
b) means for producing the reference signal compris-
ing:

i) means for producing a signal having a frequency
which varies in response to a frequency control
input and a phase which varies in response to a
phase control input;

ii) a first accumulator having an input and having
an output connected to the frequency control
input;

iii) a second accumulator having an input and hav-
ing an output connected to the phase control
input;

iv) a third accumulator having an output connected
to the input of the first accumulator; and

v) a fourth accumulator having an output con-

nected to the input of the second accumulator.
* kX % *x X%



