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7) ABSTRACT

A first station can communicate with a second station by
radio. The second station has a function of repeating a
received radio signal. A radio communication apparatus in
the first station includes a first device for transmitting a first
radio-frequency signal containing a predetermined pseudo-
noise code signal toward the second station. In the radio
communication apparatus, detection is made as to a first
timing at which the first device transmits the first radio-
frequency signal. A second radio-frequency signal is
received by the radio communication apparatus after the first
device transmits the first radio-frequency signal. The second
radio-frequency signal is converted into a baseband signal.
A memory stors the predetermined pseudo-noise code sig-
nal. Calculation is made as to a correlation between the
baseband signal and the predetermined pseudo-noise code
signal stored in the memory. A second timing at which the
calculated correlation peaks substantially is detected. The
time interval between the first timing and the second timing
is calculated. The distance between the first station and the
second station is calculated on the basis of the calculated
time interval.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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MOBILE COMMUNICATION APPARATUS
WITH DISTANCE MEASURING UNIT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention generally relates to a radio communication
apparatus having a unit for measuring the distance between
two stations. This invention particularly relates to a mobile
radio communication apparatus having a unit for measuring
the distance between a mobile station and a base station.
This invention also relates to a mobile radio communication
apparatus having a unit for detecting the timing of the
reception of a reference signal transmitted from a base
station.

2. Description of the Related Art

Japanese published unexamined patent application
7-38951 discloses a method of detecting the position of a
portable station (a mobile station) relative to the positions of
base stations. According to the method in Japanese appli-
cation 7-38951, a position detection inquiry signal is trans-
mitted from one of the base stations to a portable station at
a predetermined time period. The portable station sends a
position detection answer signal when receiving the position
detection inquiry signal. The position detection answer
signal contains identification information related to the
portable station. The position detection answer signal is
received by at least three base stations close to the portable
station. In each of the three base stations, the electric field
strength of the received position detection answer signal is
measured, and the distance between the portable station and
the base station is calculated on the basis of the measured
electric field strength. The position of the portable station
relative to the positions of the base stations is estimated from
the calculated distances between the portable station and the
three base stations.

In Japanese application 7-38951, the distance between the
portable station and the base station is calculated on the basis
of the electric field strength of the portable-station signal
received at the base station. Since the electric field strength
of the portable-station signal received at the base station
depends on not only the distance between the portable
station and the base station but also other factors. Generally,
some of the other factors significantly affect the electric field
strength of the received signal. Accordingly, in Japanese
application 7-38951, the calculated distance between the
portable station and the base station tends to be inaccurate in
certain conditions.

Japanese published unexamined patent application
8-179028 relates to detection of the present position of a
mobile station in a cellular telephone network. In Japanese
application 8-179028, a mobile station has a function of
measuring the levels of received radio signals transmitted
from at least three adjacent base stations including a traffic
base station. When the mobile station requests information
of its present position, the traffic base station instructs the
mobile station to report the measured signal levels. The
traffic base station calculates the losses of propagation of
radio wave between the mobile station and the base stations
on the basis of the measured signal levels reported by the
mobile station. Then, the traffic base station calculates the
distances between the mobile station and the base stations on
the basis of the calculated propagation losses. The present
position of the mobile station is estimated from the calcu-
lated distances between the mobile station and the base
stations.

In Japanese application 8-179028, the distance between
the mobile station and the base station is calculated on the
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basis of the level of the base-station signal received at the
mobile station. The level of the base-station signal received
at the mobile station depends on not only the distance
between the mobile station and the base station but also
other factors. Generally, some of the other factors signifi-
cantly affect the level of the received signal. Accordingly, in
Japanese application 8-179028, the calculated distance
between the mobile station and the base station tends to be
inaccurate in certain conditions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is a first object of this invention to provide a radio
communication apparatus having an improved unit for mea-
suring the distance between two stations.

It is a second object of this invention to provide a mobile
radio communication apparatus having an improved unit for
measuring the distance between a mobile station and a base
station.

It is a third object of this invention to provide an improved
mobile radio communication apparatus having a unit for
detecting the timing of the reception of a reference signal
transmitted from a base station.

A first aspect of this invention provides a radio commu-
nication apparatus comprising first means for receiving a
radio-frequency signal; second means for converting the
radio-frequency signal received by the first means into a
corresponding baseband signal; a memory storing a prede-
termined pseudo-noise code signal; third means for calcu-
lating a correlation between the baseband signal generated
by the second means and the predetermined pseudo-noise
code signal stored in the memory; and fourth means for
detecting a timing at which the correlation calculated by the
third means peaks substantially.

A second aspect of this invention is based on the first
aspect thereof, and provides a radio communication appa-
ratus wherein the fourth means comprises first sub-means
for differentiating the calculated correlation into a differen-
tiation result; second sub-means for deciding whether or not
the differentiation result generated by the first sub-means
becomes smaller than a predetermined reference value; and
third sub-means for using a timing at which the second
sub-means decides that the differentiation result becomes
smaller than the predetermined reference value as the timing
at which the calculated correlation peaks substantially.

A third aspect of this invention provides a radio commu-
nication apparatus in a first station which can communicate
with a second station by radio, the second station having a
function of repeating a received radio signal, the apparatus
comprising first means for transmitting a first radio-
frequency signal containing a predetermined pseudo-noise
code signal toward the second station; second means for
detecting a first timing at which the first means transmits the
first radio-frequency signal; third means for receiving a
second radio-frequency signal after the first means transmits
the first radio-frequency signal; fourth means for converting
the second radio-frequency signal received by the third
means into a baseband signal, a memory storing the prede-
termined pseudo-noise code signal; fifth means for calcu-
lating a correlation between the baseband signal generated
by the fourth means and the predetermined pseudo-noise
code signal stored in the memory; sixth means for detecting
a second timing at which the correlation calculated by the
fifth means peaks substantially; seventh means for calculat-
ing a time interval between the first timing detected by the
second means and the second timing detected by the sixth
means; and eighth means for calculating a distance between
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the first station and the second station on the basis of the time
interval calculated by the seventh means.

A fourth aspect of this invention is based on the third
aspect thereof, and provides a radio communication appa-
ratus wherein the sixth means comprises first sub-means for
differentiating the calculated correlation into a differentia-
tion result; second sub-means for deciding whether or not
the differentiation result generated by the first sub-means
becomes smaller than a predetermined reference value; and
third sub-means for using a timing at which the second
sub-means decides that the differentiation result becomes
smaller than the predetermined reference value as the second
timing at which the calculated correlation peaks substan-
tially.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a portion of a radio
communication apparatus in a base station according to a
first embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a radio communication
apparatus in a mobile station according to the first embodi-
ment of this invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of the relation between an autocor-
relation value and a timing error.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a peak detector in FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a diagram of the relation between an autocor-
relation value and a timing error.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a portion of a radio
communication apparatus in a base station according to a
second embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a radio communication
apparatus in a mobile station according to the second
embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a segment of a program for a CPU
in FIG. 7.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of this invention relates to a mobile
radio communication apparatus having a unit for detecting
the timing of the reception of a reference signal transmitted
from a base station.

With reference to FIG. 1, a portion of a base station
includes a memory 50, a transmitting section S1A, and an
antenna 51B. The memory 50 is connected to the transmit-
ting section 51 A. The transmitting section 51A is connected
to the antenna 51B.

A predetermined reference signal is stored in the memory
50. The reference signal includes a predetermined pseudo-
noise code signal (a predetermined PN code signal) having
a given number of bits. The bits of the predetermined PN
code signal are successively read out from the memory 50 in
response to a read clock signal having a predetermined
period corresponding to a 1-sample interval. Thus, the
serial-form predetermined PN code signal is outputted from
the memory 50. The read clock signal used by the memory
50 has a predetermined frequency equal to, for example, 3
MHz. It is preferable that the serial-form predetermined PN
code signal is periodically outputted from the memory 50 at
a predetermined timing.

The transmitting section S1A receives the serial-form
predetermined PN code signal from the memory 50 as a
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baseband signal to be transmitted. The transmitting section
51A converts the serial-form predetermined PN code signal
into a corresponding radio-frequency signal. The transmit-
ting section S1A feeds the radio-frequency signal to the
antenna 51B. The radio-frequency signal is radiated by the
antenna 51B.

In this way, the base station transmits the radio-frequency
signal which contains the serial-form predetermined PN
code signal.

With reference to FIG. 2, a mobile station includes an
antenna 1A, a transceiver section 1B, a low pass filter (an
LPF) 2, a memory 3, an analog-to-digital converter (an A/D
converter) 4A, a register 4B, a multiplier 4C, an integrator
5, a comparator 6, a peak detector 7, a received data detector
8, a transmission data generator 9, a low pass filter (an LPF)
10, a memory 11, and a CPU 12.

The antenna 1A is connected to the transceiver section 1B.
The transceiver section 1B is connected to the low pass filter
2. The low pass filter 2 is followed by the A/D converter 4A
and the received data detector 8. The A/D converter 4A is
followed by the register 4B. The register 4B is connected to
the multiplier 4C. Also, the memory 3 is connected to the
multiplier 4C. The multiplier 4C is connected to the inte-
grator 5. The integrator 5 is connected to the comparator 6
and the peak detector 7. The comparator 6 is connected to
the peak detector 7. The peak detector 7 is connected to the
CPU 12. The received data detector 8, the memory 11, and
the transmission data generator 9 are connected to the CPU
12. The transmission data generator 9 is followed by the low
pass filter 10. The low pass filter 10 is followed by the
transceiver section 1B.

A radio-frequency signal transmitted from a base station
(for example, the base station in FIG. 1) is caught by the
antenna 1A. In general, the radio-frequency signal contains
transmitted data. The transmitted data has a predetermined
period determined by a data clock signal with a frequency
of, for example, 10 KHz. As previously mentioned, the
radio-frequency signal transmitted from the base station in
FIG. 1 contains the serial-form predetermined PN code
signal. The radio-frequency signal is fed from the antenna
1A to the transceiver section 1B. The transceiver section 1B
converts the radio-frequency signal into a corresponding
baseband signal. The transceiver section 1B outputs the
baseband signal to the low pass filter 2. The baseband signal
is processed by the low pass filter 2. The resultant output
signal of the low pass filter 2 is fed to the A/D converter 4A
and the received data detector 8.

The A/D converter 4A periodically samples the output
signal of the low pass filter 2 in response to a clock signal
having a predetermined period corresponding to a 1-sample
interval. Thus, the A/D converter 4A periodically generates
an analog sample of the output signal of the low pass filter
2. The A/D converter 4A changes every analog sample into
a corresponding digital sample. The A/D converter 4A
outputs every digital sample to the register 4B. The clock
signal used by the A/D converter 4A has a predetermined
frequency equal to, for example, 3 MHz. The register 4B is
of, for example, the shift type. Every digital sample output-
ted from the A/D converter 4A is written into the register 4B.
A given number of successive digital samples are stored in
the register 4B. The given number of samples in the register
4B is equal to the number of the bits of the predetermined
PN code signal. Successive digital samples in the register 4B
are handled as corresponding to the bits of the predeter-
mined PN code signal, respectively. The successive digital
samples are fed from the register 4B to the multiplier 4C in
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parallel. In other words, the successive digital samples are
fed from the register 4B to the multiplier 4C as a parallel-
form digital signal.

The memory 3 stores the predetermined PN code signal.
The bits of the predetermined PN code signal are continu-
ously fed from the memory 3 to the multiplier 4C in parallel.
Thus, the parallel-form predetermined PN code signal is
continuously fed from the memory 3 to the multiplier 4C.

The multiplier 4C has a given number of sections which
is equal to the number of the bits of the predetermined PN
code signal. The sections of the multiplier 4C receive the
respective digital samples from the register 4B. Also, the
sections of the multiplier 4C receive the respective bits of
the predetermined PN code signal from the memory 3. Each
of the sections of the multiplier 4C multiplies the corre-
sponding digital sample and the corresponding bit of the
predetermined PN code signal, and outputs a signal to the
integrator 5 which represents the multiplication result. The
integrator 5 includes, for example, a summing device. The
integrator 5 adds the output signals from the respective
sections of the multiplier 4C. The integrator § outputs the
addition-resultant signal to the comparator 6 and the peak
detector 7.

The multiplier 4C and the integrator § compose a corr-
elator which calculates the value of the correlation between
the parallel-form digital signal outputted from the register
4B and the parallel-form predetermined PN code signal
outputted from the memory 3. Accordingly, the output signal
of the integrator 5 represents the calculated correlation
value.

The comparator 6 receives a signal from a memory (not
shown) which represents a threshold value. Also, the com-
parator 6 receives the output signal of the integrator 5 which
represents the calculated correlation value. The device 6
compares the calculated correlation value with the threshold
value. The comparator 6 outputs a high-level signal to the
peak detector 7 when the calculated correlation value is
greater than the threshold value. The comparator 6 outputs
a low-level signal to the peak detector 7 when the calculated
correlation value is equal to or smaller than the threshold
value.

The peak detector 7 is activated or enabled when the
output signal of the comparator 6 changes from a low level
to a high level, that is, when the calculated correlation value
exceeds the threshold value. The peak detector 7 receives the
output signal of the integrator 5 which represents the cal-
culated correlation value. The device 7 detects a moment at
which the calculated correlation value peaks substantially.
This moment is referred to as the peak-occurrence moment.
The peak detector 7 outputs a signal to the CPU 12 which
represents the detected peak-occurrence moment. For
example, the output signal of the peak detector 7 changes
from a low level to a high level at a timing equal to the
detected peak-occurrence moment. Immediately after the
peak-occurrence moment is detected, the peak detector 7
becomes inactive or disabled.

The received data detector 8 recovers transmitted data
from the output signal of the low pass filter 2. The received
data detector 8 outputs the recovered data to the CPU 12.

The memory 11 stores communication control data and
delay-time data. The CPU 12 reads out the communication
control data and the delay-time data from the memory 11.
The CPU 12 receives voice-representing data from a suitable
device (not shown). The CPU 12 outputs the communication
control data, the delay-time data, and the voice-representing
data to the transmission data generator 9. The transmission
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data generator 9 converts the communication control data,
the delay-time data, and the voice-representing data into a
corresponding baseband signal of a given format suited to
the processing by the transceiver section 1B. The transmis-
sion data generator 9 outputs the baseband signal to the low
pass filter 10. The baseband signal is processed by the low
pass filter 10. The resultant output signal of the low pass
filter 10 is fed to the transceiver section 1B. The transceiver
section 1B converts the output signal of the low pass filter
10 into a corresponding radio-frequency signal. The trans-
ceiver section 1B feeds the radio-frequency signal to the
antenna 1A. The radio-frequency signal is radiated by the
antenna 1A before being propagated to the base station.

With reference to FIG. 3, the value of the correlation (the
autocorrelation) between first and second PN code signals
which are equal in contents varies in accordance with the
timing error between the first and second PN code signals.
Specifically, the correlation value linearly increases as the
timing error moves toward “0” in a negative side. The
correlation value peaks at a timing error of “0”. The corre-
lation value linearly increases as the timing error moves
away from “0” in a positive side.

As previously mentioned, the radio-frequency signal
transmitted from the base station in FIG. 1 contains the
serial-form predetermined PN code signal. Thus, in the case
where such a radio-frequency signal is caught by the antenna
1A, the predetermined PN code signal appears as the output
signal of the register 4B at a certain timing. In this case, the
calculated correlation value represented by the output signal
of the integrator 5 varies in time domain along an inverted-V
shape similar to the shape in FIG. 3. The calculated corre-
lation value peaks when the output signal of the register 4B
which corresponds to the predetermined PN code signal
becomes equal in timing with the predetermined PN code
signal outputted from the memory 3. The timing (the peak-
occurrence moment) at which the calculated correlation
value peaks substantially is detected by the peak detector 7.
The peak detector 7 informs the CPU 12 of the detected
peak-occurrence moment.

It is preferable that the memory 11 also stores the prede-
termined PN code signal, and the delay-time data stored in
the memory 11 represents signal delay times caused in the
signal processings by the devices in the mobile station such
as the transceiver section 1B and the low pass filters 2 and
10. The signal delay times are measured in advance.

The CPU 12 operates in accordance with a program stored
in its internal ROM. Preferably, the program is designed so
that the CPU 12 transfers the predetermined PN code signal
from the memory 11 to the transmission data generator 9
immediately after being informed of the detected peak-
occurrence moment by the peak detector 7. In this case, the
transmission data generator 9 converts the predetermined
PN code signal into a corresponding baseband signal, and
feeds the baseband signal to the transceiver section 1B via
the low pass filter 10. The tranceiver section 1B converts the
baseband signal into a corresponding radio-frequency sig-
nal. The tranceiver section 1B feeds the radio-frequency
signal to the antenna 1A. The radio-frequency signal is
radiated by the antenna 1A before being propagated to the
base station. Thus, it is preferable that the predetermined PN
code signal is transmitted toward the base station by radio
immediately after the peak-occurrence moment is detected.

It should be noted that the CPU 12 may transfer the
predetermined PN code signal from the memory 3 to the
transmission data generator 9. In this case, the CPU 12 and
the memory 3 are connected.
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It is preferable that after the transmission of the prede-
termined PN code signal toward the base station, the CPU 12
transfers the communication control data and the delay-time
data from the memory 11 to the transmission data generator
9, and also feeds the voice-representing data to the trans-
mission data generator 9. In this case, the communication
control data, the delay-time data, and the voice-representing
data are transmitted toward the base station by radio after the
transmission of the predetermined PN code signal.

As shown in FIG. 4, the peak detector 7 includes a shift
register 7A, a subtracter 7B, a comparator 7C, a change
detector 7D, an AND gate 7E, and a switch 7F. A power
supply line 7G subjected to a power supply voltage is
connected via the switch 7F to the power supply terminals
of the shift register 7A, the subtracter 7B, and the compara-
tor 7C. The shift register 7A, the subtracter 7B, and the
comparator 7C are activated when the switch 7F is closed.
The shift register 7A, the subtracter 7B, and the comparator
7C are deactivated when the switch 7F is opened. The power
supply line 7G is directly connected to the power supply
terminals of the change detector 7D and the AND gate 7E.
Accordingly, the change detector 7D and the AND gate 7E
are continuously activated regardless of the position of the
switch 7F.

The input terminal of the shift register 7A is connected to
the integrator 5. Two output terminals of the shift register 7A
are connected to two input terminals of the subtracter 7B,
respectively.

The output terminal of the subtracter 7B is connected to
a first input terminal of the comparator 7C. A second input
terminal of the comparator 7C receives a signal from a
memory (not shown) which represents a predetermined
reference value close to “0”. The output terminal of the
comparator 7C is connected to the CPU 12 and the input
terminal of the change detector 7D. The output terminal of
the change detector 7D is connected to a first input terminal
of the AND gate 7E. A second input terminal of the AND
gate 7E receives the output signal of the comparator 6. The
output terminal of the AND gate 7E is connected to the
control terminal of the switch 7F.

Normally, the change detector 7D outputs a high-level
signal to the AND gate 7E. Therefore, the AND gate 7E is
normally open. As previously mentioned, the comparator 6
outputs a high-level signal when the calculated correlation
value represented by the output signal of the integrator 5
exceeds the threshold value. The high-level signal outputted
from the comparator 7 travels to the control terminal of the
switch 7F through the AND gate 7E. The switch 7F is closed
by the high-level signal from the comparator 7. The shift
register 7A, the subtracter 7B, and the comparator 7C are
activated when the switch 7F is closed. In this case, the peak
detector 7 operates as follows.

Every 1-sample-corresponding time segment of the out-
put signal of the integrator 5 is written into the shift register
7A. Two successive samples are stored in the shift register
7A. The two successive samples are simultaneously fed
from the shift register 7A to the subtracter 7B. The device 7B
subtracts the value represented by the previous sample from
the value represented by the latest sample. The subtracter 7B
outputs a signal to the comparator 7C which represents the
subtraction result “dp”. The shift register 7A and the sub-
tracter 7B compose a differentiator operating on the output
signal of the integrator 5.

As shown in FIG. §, the subtraction result “dp” is positive
and is significantly greater than “0” until the calculated
correlation value (the calculated autocorrelation value)
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peaks. The subtraction result “dp” becomes approximately
equal to “0” when the calculated correlation value peaks.
The subtraction result “dp” is negative and is significantly
smaller than “0” after the calculated correlation value peaks.

The device 7C compares the subtraction result “dp” with
the predetermined reference value which is close to “0”.
When the subtraction result “dp” is greater than the prede-
termined reference value, the comparator 7C outputs a
low-level signal. When the subtraction result “dp” is equal
to or smaller than the predetermined reference value, the
comparator 7C outputs a high-level signal. Generally, the
output signal of the comparator 7C is in the low-level state
until the calculated correlation value peaks. In addition, the
output signal of the comparator 7C changes from the low-
level state to the high-level state when the calculated cor-
relation value peaks. The low-to-high change in the output
signal of the comparator 7C is fed to the CPU 12 as an
indication of the detection of the peak-occurrence moment.

The low-to-high change in the output signal of the com-
parator 7C is also fed to the change detector 7D. The change
detector 7D outputs a low-level signal to the AND gate 7E
in response to the low-to-high change in the output signal of
the comparator 7C. The AND gate 7E is closed by the
low-level output signal from the change detector 7D. When
the AND gate 7E is closed, the signal applied to the control
terminal of the switch 7F falls into the low-level state so that
the switch 7F is opened. As a result, the shift register 7A, the
subtracter 7B, and the comparator 7C are deactivated. In this
way, the shift register 7A, the subtracter 7B, and the com-
parator 7C are deactivated immediately after the peak-
occurrence moment is detected. The output signal of the
change detector 7D remains in the low-level state for a
predetermined length of time, and then returns to the high-
level state. The change detector 7D includes, for example, a
monostable multivibrator.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of this invention relates to a mobile
radio communication apparatus having a unit for measuring
the distance between a mobile station and a base station. The
second embodiment of this invention is similar to the first
embodiment thereof except for design changes explained
hereinafter. The second embodiment of this invention uses a
predetermined PN code signal as a distance-measuring ref-
erence signal (distance-measuring data).

With reference to FIG. 6, a portion of a base station
includes a memory 60, a repeating section 61A, and an
antenna 61B. The memory 60 is connected to the repeating
section 61A. The repeating section 61A is connected to the
antenna 61B.

The antenna 61B catches a radio-frequency signal which
is transmitted from a mobile station. The radio-frequency
signal contains a predetermined PN code signal used as a
distance-measuring reference signal (distance-measuring
data). The radio-frequency signal is fed from the antenna
61B to the repeating section 61A. The repeating section 61A
returns the radio-frequency signal to the antenna 61B a
given-time after the reception of the radio-frequency signal.
The radio-frequency signal is radiated by the antenna 61B,
being returned to the mobile station. In this way, the base
station repeats the radio-frequency signal containing the
predetermined PN code signal which is transmitted from the
mobile station.

Delay-time data is stored in the memory 60. The delay-
time data in the memory 60 represents a length of time by
which the base station delays a radio-frequency signal



US 6,285,885 Bl

9

containing the predetermined PN code signal in the repeat-
ing process. This time length is equal to the time interval
between the moment of the reception of the radio-frequency
signal by the base station and the moment of the transmis-
sion of the same radio-frequency signal by the base station.
This time length (the signal delay time) is measured in
advance.

The repeating section 61A reads out the delay-time data
from the memory 60. The repeating section 61A converts the
delay-time data into a corresponding radio-frequency signal.
The repeating section 61A feeds the radio-frequency signal
to the antenna 61B. The radio-frequency signal is radiated
by the antenna 61B. In this way, the base station transmits
the radio-frequency signal which contains the delay-time
data.

With reference to FIG. 7, a mobile station includes a CPU
15 instead of the CPU 12 in FIG. 2. The mobile station of
FIG. 7 includes a counter 14 connected to the peak detector
7 and the CPU 18. The counter 14 operates to count pulses
of a high-frequency clock signal fed from a suitable device
(not shown).

The radio-frequency signal containing the delay-time data
which is transmitted from the base station is caught by the
antenna 1A. The radio-frequency signal is fed from the
antenna 1A to the transceiver section 1B. The transceiver
section 1B converts the radio-frequency signal into a cor-
responding baseband signal. The tranceiver section 1B out-
puts the baseband signal to the low pass filter 2. The
baseband signal is processed by the low pass filter 2. The
resultant output signal of the low pass filter 2 is fed to the
received data detector 8. The received data detector 8
recovers the delay-time data from the output signal of the
low pass filter 2. The received data detector 8 outputs the
recovered delay-time data to the CPU 15. The recovered
delay-time data (the base-station delay-time data) is stored
in a RAM within the CPU 15.

The CPU 15 operates in accordance with a program stored
in its internal ROM. The program is designed to implement
the following processes. The CPU 15 transfers the prede-
termined PN code signal (the distance-measuring reference
signal) from the memory 11 to the transmission data gen-
erator 9. At substantially the same time, the CPU 15 resets
the counter 14 and starts the device 14 counting pulses of the
high-frequency clock signal. The transmission data genera-
tor 9 converts the predetermined PN code signal into a
corresponding baseband signal, and feeds the baseband
signal to the transceiver section 1B via the low pass filter 10.
The tranceiver section 1B converts the baseband signal into
a corresponding radio-frequency signal. The tranceiver sec-
tion 1B feeds the radio-frequency signal to the antenna 1A.
The radio-frequency signal is radiated by the antenna 1A
before being propagated to the base station. The moment of
the radiation of the radio-frequency signal containing the
predetermined PN code signal is substantially the same time
as the moment of the start of operation of the counter 14. In
other words, the moment of the transmission of the prede-
termined PN code signal (the distance-measuring reference
signal) from the mobile station is substantially the same as
the moment of the start of operation of the counter 14.

It should be noted that the CPU 15 may transfer the
predetermined PN code signal from the memory 3 to the
transmission data generator 9. In this case, the CPU 15 and
the memory 3 are connected.

As previously mentioned, the radio-frequency signal con-
taining the predetermined PN code signal which is trans-
mitted from the mobile station is repeated by the base
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station. Thus, the radio-frequency signal containing the
predetermined PN code signal is returned to the mobile
station. The radio-frequency signal returned from the base
station is caught by the antenna 1A. The radio-frequency
signal is fed from the antenna 1A to the transceiver section
1B. The transceiver section 1B converts the radio-frequency
signal into a corresponding baseband signal containing the
predetermined PN code signal. The tranceiver section 1B
outputs the baseband signal to the low pass filter 2. The
baseband signal is processed by the low pass filter 2. The
resultant output signal of the low pass filter 2 is fed to the
A/D converter 4A. Since the output signal of the low pass
filter 2 contains the predetermined PN code signal, the
calculated correlation value represented by the output signal
of the integrator 5§ peaks at a certain timing. The peak
detector 7 detects the timing (the peak-occurrence moment)
at which the calculated correlation value peaks substantially.
The peak detector 7 informs the CPU 15 of the detected
peak-occurrence moment.

The output signal of the peak detector 7 is applied to the
counter 14 in addition to the CPU 15. For example, the
output signal of the peak detector 7 changes from a low level
to a high level at a timing equal to the detected peak-
occurrence moment. The low-to-high change in the output
signal of the peak detector 7 stops the counter 14 from
counting pulses of the high-frequency clock signal. Thus,
operation of the counter 14 is stopped at substantially the
same time as the moment of the reception of the predeter-
mined PN code signal (the distance-measuring reference
signal) by the mobile station. In this way, the counter 14
continues to count pulses of the high-frequency clock signal
only during the time interval between the moment of the
transmission of the predetermined PN code signal and the
moment of the reception of the predetermined PN code
signal. Accordingly, until the counter 14 is reset next, the
final output signal of the counter 14, that is, the total number
of pulses counted by the counter 14, represents the time
interval between the moment of the transmission of the
predetermined PN code signal and the moment of the
reception of the predetermined PN code signal. The output
signal of the counter 14 is fed to the CPU 15. Thus, the
counter 14 informs the CPU 135 of the above-mentioned time
interval.

The time interval between the moment of the transmission
of the predetermined PN code signal and the moment of the
reception of the predetermined PN code signal contains a
first sub-time interval during which the radio-frequency
signal containing the predetermined PN code signal is
propagated from the mobile station to the base station, and
a second sub-time interval during which the radio-frequency
signal containing the predetermined PN code signal is
propagated from the base station to the mobile station. The
propagation velocity of the radio-frequency signal is equal
to a known constant value. Therefore, the time interval
between the moment of the transmission of the predeter-
mined PN code signal and the moment of the reception of
the predetermined PN code signal increases as the distance
between the mobile station and the base station increases.
Thus, the above-mentioned time interval indicates the dis-
tance between the mobile station and the base station.

After the CPU 15 is informed by the peak detector 7 that
the peak-occurrence moment is detected, the CPU 15 reads
out the delay-time data (the mobile-station delay-time data)
from the memory 11. The mobile-station delay-time data
represents the signal delay times caused in the signal pro-
cessings by the devices in the mobile station such as the
transceiver section 1B and the low pass filters 2 and 10. The
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CPU 15 derives the information of the time interval from the
output signal of the counter 14. According to a predeter-
mined equation, the CPU 15 calculates the distance between
the mobile station and the base station from the time
interval, the signal delay times represented by the mobile-
station delay-time data, and the signal delay time repre-
sented by the base-station delay-time data. It should be noted
that the base-station delay-time data is transmitted from the
base station, and is stored in the RAM within the CPU 15.

As previously mentioned, the CPU 15 operates in accor-
dance with a program stored in its internal ROM. FIG. 8 is
a flowchart of a segment of the program which relates to the
distance calculation.

With reference to FIG. 8, a first step 80 of the program
segment transfers the predetermined PN code signal from
the memory 11 to the transmission data generator 9.
Therefore, the radio-frequency signal containing the prede-
termined PN code signal (the distance-measuring reference
signal) is transmitted from the mobile station.

A step 81 following the step 80 starts the counter 14
counting pulses of the high-frequency clock signal. After the
step 81, the program advances to a step 82.

The step 82 decides whether or not a peak-occurrence
moment is detected by referring to the output signal of the
peak detector 7. When a peak-occurrence moment is not
detected, the step 82 is repeated. When a peak-occurrence
moment is detected, the program advances from the step 82
to a step 83.

The step 83 derives information of a time interval from
the output signal of the counter 14.

Astep 84 following the step 83 fetches the mobile-station
delay-time data from the memory 11.

A step 85 subsequent to the step 84 calculates the distance
between the mobile station and the base station from the
time interval derived in the step 83, the signal delay times
represented by the mobile-station delay-time data, and the
signal delay time represented by the base-station delay-time
data. The calculation of the distance is implemented accord-
ing to the predetermined equation. It should be noted that the
base-station delay-time data is stored in the RAM within the
CPU 15.

After the step 85, the current execution cycle of the
program segment ends.

The mobile station may transmit a notice signal to the
base station which asks permission to transmit the radio-
frequency signal containing the predetermined PN code
signal (the distance-measuring reference signal). The base
station returns a positive or negative answer signal in
response to the notice signal. When a positive answer signal
is returned from the base station, the mobile station executes
the transmission of the radio-frequency signal containing the
predetermined PN code signal. When a negative answer
signal is returned from the base station or a positive answer
signal is not returned from the base station, the mobile
station abandons the transmission of the radio-frequency
signal containing the predetermined PN code signal. In this
design, the predetermined PN code signal can be small in
code length.

What is claimed is:

1. A radio communication apparatus in a mobile station
which can communicate with a base station by radio, the
base station having a function of repeating a received radio
signal, the apparatus comprising:

first means for transmitting a first radio-frequency signal

containing a predetermined pseudo-noise code signal
toward the base station;
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second means for detecting a first timing at which the first
means transmits the first radio-frequency signal;

third means for receiving a second radio-frequency signal
after the first means transmits the first radio-frequency
signal;

fourth means for converting the second radio-frequency
signal received by the third means into a baseband
signal;

a memory storing the predetermined pseudo-noise code
signal;

fifth means for calculating a correlation between the
baseband signal generated by the fourth means and the
predetermined pseudo-noise code signal stored in the
memory;

sixth means for detecting a second timing at which the
correlation calculated by the fifth means peaks
substantially, said sixth means comprising:

first sub-means for differentiating the calculated corre-
lation into a differentiation result;

a second sub-means for deciding whether or not the
differentiation result generated by the first sub-
means becomes smaller than a predetermined refer-
ence value; and

third sub-means for using a timing at which the second
sub-means decides that the differentiation result
becomes smaller than the predetermined reference
value as the second timing at which the calculated
correlation peaks substantially;

seventh means for calculating a time interval between the
first timing detected by the second means and the
second timing detected by the sixth means; and

cighth means for calculating a distance between the
mobile station and the base station on the basis of the
time interval calculated by the seventh means.

2. A radio communication system comprising:

a base station and a mobile station which can communi-
cate with each other by radio;

first means provided in the mobile station for transmitting
a first radio-frequency signal containing a predeter-
mined pseudo-noise code signal toward the base sta-
tion;

second means provided in the mobile station for detecting
a first timing at which the first means transmits the first
radio-frequency signal;

third means provided in the base station for receiving the
first radio-frequency signal transmitted from the first
means in the mobile station, and for repeating the first
radio-frequency signal and transmitting the first radio-
frequency signal as a second radio-frequency signal
toward the mobile station;

fourth means provided in the mobile station for receiving
the second radio-frequency signal transmitted from the
third means in the base station after the first means in
the mobile station transmits the first radio-frequency
signal;

fifth means provided in the mobile station for converting
the second radio-frequency signal received by the
fourth means into a baseband signal;

a memory provided in the mobile station and storing the
predetermined pseudo-noise code signal,

sixth means provided in the mobile station for calculating
a correlation between the baseband signal generated by
the fifth means and the predetermined pseudo-noise
code signal stored in the memory;
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seventh means provided in the mobile station for detect-

ing a second timing at which the correlation calculated

by the sixth means peaks substantially; said seventh

means comprising:

first sub-means for differentiating the calculated corre-
lation into a differentiation result;

second sub-means for deciding whether or not the
differentiation result generated by the first sub-
means becomes smaller than a predetermined refer-
ence value; and

third sub-means for using a timing at which the second
sub-means decides that the differentiation result
becomes smaller than the predetermined reference
value as the second timing at which the calculated
correlation peaks substantially;

eighth means provided in the mobile station for calculat-

ing a time interval between the first timing detected by
the second means and the second timing detected by the
seventh means; and

ninth means provided in the mobile station for calculating

a distance between the mobile station and the base
station on the basis of the time interval calculated by
the eighth means.

3. A radio communication system as recited in claim 2,
wherein the seventh means in the mobile station comprises:

first sub-means for differentiating the calculated correla-

tion into a differentiation result;

second sub-means for deciding whether or not the differ-

entiation result generated by the first sub-means
becomes smaller than a predetermined reference value;
and

third sub-means for using a timing at which the second

sub-means decides that the differentiation result
becomes smaller than the predetermined reference
value as the second timing at which the calculated
correlation peaks substantially.

4. A radio communication apparatus in a mobile station
which can communicate with a base station radio, the base
station having a function of repeating a received radio
signal, the apparatus comprising:

first means for transmitting a first radio-frequency signal

containing a predetermined pseudo-noise code signal
toward the base station;

second means for detecting a first timing at which the first

means transmits the first radio-frequency signal;

third means for receiving a second radio-frequency signal

after the first means transmits the first radio-frequency
signal;

fourth means for converting the second radio-frequency

signal received by the third means into a baseband
signal;

a memory storing the predetermined pseudo-noise code

signal;

fifth means for calculating a correlation between the

baseband signal generated by the fourth means and the
predetermined pseudo-noise code signal stored in the
memory;

a differentiator for differentiating the correlation calcu-

lated by the fifth means;

sixth means for deciding whether or not a value repre-

sented by an output signal of the differentiator becomes
smaller than a predetermined reference value;
seventh means for detecting a second timing at which the
sixth means decides that the value represented by the
output signal of the differentiator becomes smaller than
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the predetermined reference value, the second timing
being indicative of a timing at which the calculated
correlation peaks substantially;

eighth means for calculating a time interval between the
first timing detected by the second means and the
second timing detected by the seventh means; and

ninth means for calculating a distance between the mobile
station and the base station on the basis of the time
interval calculated by the eighth means.

5. A radio communication system comprising:

a base station and a mobile station which can communi-
cate with each other by radio;

first means provided in the mobile station for transmitting
a first radio-frequency signal containing a predeter-
mined pseudo-noise code signal toward the base sta-
tion;

second means provided in the mobile station for detecting
a first timing at which the first means transmits the first
radio-frequency signal;

third means provided in the base station for receiving the
first radio-frequency signal transmitted from the first
means in the mobile station, and for repeating the first
radio-frequency signal and transmitting the first radio-
frequency signal as a second radio-frequency signal
toward the mobile station;

fourth means provided in the mobile station for receiving
the second radio-frequency signal transmitted from the
third means in the base station after the first means in
the mobile station transmits the first radio-frequency
signal;

fifth means provided in the mobile station for converting
the second radio-frequency signal received by the
fourth means into a baseband signal;

a memory provide in the mobile station and storing the
predetermined pseudo-noise code signal,

sixth means provide in the mobile station for calculating
a correlation between the baseband signal generated by
the fifth means and the predetermined pseudo-noise
code signal stored in the memory;

a differentiator provided in the mobile station for differ-
entiating the correlation calculated by the sixth means;

seventh means provided in the mobile station for deciding
whether or not a value represented by an output signal
of the differentiator becomes smaller than a predeter-
mined reference value;

eighth means for detecting a second timing at which the
seventh means decides that the value represented by the
output signal of the differentiator becomes smaller than
the predetermined reference value, the timing being
indicative of a timing at which the calculated correla-
tion peaks substantially;

ninth means provided in the mobile station for calculating
a time interval between the first timing detected by the
second means and the second timing detected by the
eighth means; and

tenth means provided in the mobile station for calculating
a distance between the mobile station and the base
station on the basis of the time interval calculated by
the ninth means.

6. A mobile communicating apparatus having a function

of measuring a distance, comprising;

a radio portion for processing a radio frequency signal,

a first low pass filter for limiting a band to a baseband,

a distance measurement data store portion for storing
distance measurement data of a pseudo noise code
mainly used in a spread spectrum system;
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a multiplier for multiplying an output signal of the first
low pass filter and the distance measurement data;

an integrator for integrating an output signal of the
multiplier;

a threshold value detector for monitoring an integration
value of the integrator, and outputting a threshold value
detection signal when detecting the integration value
which is equal to or greater than a threshold value;

a differentiator for sampling an output signal of the
integrator in response to a high rate clock signal equal
to “n” times a distance measurement data clock signal,
comparing the threshold value and the output signal of
the integrator between clock pulses thereof, and out-
putting an arrival detection signal for the distance
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measurement data when it become sequel to or smaller
than the threshold value;

a received data reproducing portion for reproducing
received data from a received signal;

a memory for storing at least processing delay times
caused in the radio portion, the first low pass filter, and
a second low pass filter indicated later;

a data transmission portion for transmitting at least the
distance measurement data and processing delay time
data of the radio portion, the first low pass filter, and the
second low pass filter indicated later; and

the second low pass filter for limiting a band of a
transmission signal.

* * * * *



