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[57] ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a method and system
for determining target elevation angle, altitude and
range and the like in a monopulse radar system with
reduced multipath errors. A transmitter/receiver unit
receives monopulse sum and difference signals caused
by echoes from targets. The sum and difference signals
are then logarithmically-amplified in a logarithmic am-
plifier unit. A selector selects one of the sum and differ-
ence signals having the largest amplitude, and generates
a selection signal indicating which of the sum and differ-
ence signals has the largest amplitude. The selection
signal is provided to a search radar target tracking unit
which determines whether a target at a given range
interval and azimuth interval, for example, has been
selected for tracking by an operator. The search radar
target tracking unit then controls a gate unit to selec-
tively provide either the logarithmically-amplified sum
signal or the logarithmically-amplified difference signal
to a peak detection unit based on the selection signal,
and based on whether a particular target has been se-
lected for tracking. The peak detection unit determines
peak value(s) in the logarithmically-amplified sum and
difference signals provided by the gate unit. A target
elevation angle/altitude calculation unit uses the peak
value(s) to determine target elevation angle or altitude
values, or average target elevation angle or altitude
values. Such values may be displayed on a CRT for in
correspondence with the selected target(s).

23 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING
TARGET ELEVATION ANGLE, ALTITUDE AND
RANGE AND THE LIKE IN A MONOPULSE
RADAR SYSTEM WITH REDUCED MULTIPATH
ERRORS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to determin-
ing target elevation angle, altitude and range and the

-like in a monopulse radar system and, more particularly,
to a method and apparatus for determining target eleva-
tion angle, altitude and range and the like in a mono-
pulse radar system with reduced multipath errors rela-
tive to conventional apparatuses and methods.

2. Description of the Related Art

FIG. 1is a diagram for explaining causes of multipath
errors in radar systems. A radar system I generates an
antenna beam having an axis of symmetry about a line
defined by an angle | relative to some reference plane.
In this case, the reference plane is parallel to the surface
of the earth. Depending upon the beam-width of the
antenna beam of the radar system 1, the antenna beam
transmitted to the target 2 may be transmitted directly
along the axis of symmetry at angle 8; or may be trans-
mitted to the target 2 by reflection at an angle 5 rela-
tive to the surface of the earth. Also, a reflection or
radar return signal termed an ‘echo’ may be received at
the radar system 1 either directly along the axis of the
symmetry of the antenna beam at angle €1, or indirectly
by reflection at an angle 6; relative to the surface of the
earth. The different transmission and/or reception paths
cause multipath errors in target elevation angle, altitude
and range measurements and the like. This is because, as
target 2 moves relative to radar 1, direct echoes and
multipath echoes go into and out of phase repeatedly.
The problems caused by this is illustrated in FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a polar plot of target elevation angle versus
sum and difference gain amplitudes for a monopulse
radar which is receiving strong multipath echoes. In the
absence of the multipath effects, the beam pattern re-
ceived by a monopulse radar system would have ampli-
tudes defined by envelopes formed by connecting the
peaks of the sum and difference signals, respectively.
The sum and difference signals are well-known phe-
nomena occurring in monopulse radar systems.

Due to multipath effects, a phenomenon known as
multipath lobing occurs, as illustrated in FIG. 2. With
increasing elevation angle, for example, the amplitude
of the sum signal progresses through peaks and nulls.
Likewise, with increasing elevation angle, the differ-
ence signal also progresses through peaks and nulls. The
peaks of the difference signal correspond to nulls of the
sum signal while nulls of the difference signal corre-
spond to peaks of the sum signal. These peaks and nulls
correspond to points of maximum constructive and
destructive interference, respectively, between direct
and multipath echoes.

The multipath distortion of the amplitude and rela-
tive phase of the monopulse sum and difference signals
cause the multipath error in monopulse elevation angle
information. Therefore, the multipath effects of FIG. 2
must be compensated to obtain accurate target eleva-
tion angle, altitude and range measurements and the
like. Some conventional methods count multipath lobes
as a function of target range to solve for target eleva-
tion. However, such methods do not completely com-
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pensate for multipath effects and require long observa-
tion times to measure target elevation angle, altitude
and range and the like. Further, some conventional
methods use frequency agility to measure the frequency
change required to cause a full multipath cycle. How-
ever, such methods require wide frequency bandwidths
that are not available to low frequency search radars.

FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining fading cycles
caused by multipath effects. Referring to FIG. 3, if a
target moves at a constant altitude and speed from left
to right in FIG. 2, the amplitude of either the sum or
difference signal received by a monopulse radar system
has an amplitude determined by fading cycle function
F(R), again, a result of periodic constructive and de-
structive interference between direct and multipath
echoes. (One fading cycle is simply the time between
consecutive peaks, in the cycle shown in FIG. 3.) The
amplitude of the fading cycle function F(R) fluctuates
rapidly toward the left of FIG. 3 due to the fact that the
target 2 crosses through more multipath lobes in a given
time interval or range interval when the target 2 is
relatively near to the antenna feed of the monopulse
radar system. On the other hand, the amplitude of the
fading cycle function F(R) fluctuates less frequently at
ranges relatively distant from the monopulse antenna
feed since the target 2 is moving more parallel to the
multipath lobes of the sum or difference signal.

FIG. 4 is a graph of elevation angle error caused by
multipath effects versus track time in a radar system.
The elevation angle error generally fluctuates less at
higher elevation angles, and fluctuates more at rela-
tively low elevation angles. This is because reflections
from the surface of the earth are more acute at lower
elevation angles than at higher elevation angles. The
elevation error, particularly at low elevation angles,
must be compensated or accounted for to obtain accu-
rate target elevation angle, altitude and range measure-
ments and the like.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a
method and system for reducing multipath errors in
target elevation angle, altitude and range measurements
and the like, relative to conventional apparatuses and
methods.

This and other objects made apparant hereinafter, is
obtained by the methods and systems herein disclosed.
One such system comprises a transmitter/receiver unit
for generating first and second antenna beams, and for
receiving a sum signal and a difference signal caused by
an echo from the first and second antenna beams. A
peak detector unit is coupled to the transmitter/receiver
unit. The peak detector unit determines a 8 first peak
value based on the sum signal in a first fading cycle of
the sum signal, and determines a second peak value
based on the difference signal in a second fading cycle
of the difference signal. Based on the first and second
peak values, a target elevation angle/altitude calcula-
tion unit determines at least one of target elevation and
altitude. Monopulse radars are conventionally cali-
brated to estimate elevation angle from the ratio of the
absolute value of the difference signal (conventionally
referred to as A) to the absolute value of the sum signal
(conventionally called X). Multipath reflections so dis-
tort A and 2 over a fading cycle that such estimations
are rendered difficult or impossible. By identifying peak
amplitudes of A and X over at least one fading cycle, the
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radar has identified points which it can use reliably to
calculate that ratio, and hence estimate target elevation.
Further, the peak detector unit may generate a target
range signal based on the first peak value and provide

the target range signal to the display for display of 5

target range.

This together with other objects and advantages,
which will become subsequently apparent, reside in the
details of construction and operation as more fully here-
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part hereof,
wherein like numerals refer to like parts throughout.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a diagram for explaining causes of multipath
errors in radar systems;

FIG. 2 is a graph of target elevation angle versus sum
and difference signal amplitudes, for explaining multi-
path effects in a monopulse radar system;

FIG. 3 is a graph of sum or difference signal versus
range, for explaining fading cycles caused by muitipath
effects;

FIG. 4 is a graph of elevation angle error caused by
multipath effects versus track time in a radar system;

FIG. § is a block diagram of a system in accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a method for sampling the
sum and difference signals in a monopulse radar system,
according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a method for determining
peak values of the sum and difference signal according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of a method for obtaining nor-
malized elevation angles and for averaging the normal-
ized elevation angles to determine an average target
elevation angle; and

FIG. 9 is a graph of normalized elevation angle ver-
sus actual elevation angle.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The general principle of the present invention is to
utilize peak values of the sum and/or difference signals
generated by a monopuilse radar system, to determine
target elevation angle, altitude and range and the like.
By using peak values of the sum and/or difference sig-
nals, multipath errors will be greatly reduced. In addi-
tion, by averaging target elevation angle, altitude and
range and the like determined using such peak values,
multipath errors will be further reduced.

The invention takes advantage of the typical search
radar beam axis location on the horizon. Thus, all tar-
gets of interest are above the horizon and are known to
be in a positive direction. Since the only need for rela-
tive phase between the sum signal and difference signal
is to determine direction sense, the invention does not
need the relative phase information since all targets are
known to be at a positive angle. Therefore, the sum and
difference signals can be separately averaged before
processing to essentially eliminate multipath elevation
€rrors.

The invention utilizes peak values of the sum and
difference signal to generate target elevation angfe or
altitude measurements according to the relation:

multipath peak KA 0)]

multipath peak S = normalized target elevation angle,
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4

-continued

or
log (multipath peak KA) — log (multipath peak 3) =

logarithm of normalized target elevation angle,

where KA is the absolute value of the difference signal
multiplied by constant K which depends on characteris-
tics of the radar system, and X is the absolute value of
the sum signal. In the case of average target elevation
angle or altitude measurements, the relation is:

multipath @

KA

Avg Taultipath peaks T — VeTaES normalized elevation angle,

or
Avg [log (multipath peaks KA) — log (multipath peaks X} =

average of the logarithm of normalized target elevation angle,

where Avg denotes an averaging operation. (Averaging
over several cycles is preferred to make one’s data more
certain. However, one can practice the invention by
using one X and A peak each, over just one fading cy-
cle.) The normalized elevation angle or average nor-
malized elevation angle may be converted to target
altitude or average target altitude values, respectively,
using standard trigonometric relationships or a look-up
table. Target range measurements are merely a function
of the time difference between transmission of radar
antenna beams and reception of an echo by the radar
antenna beams, from the target. Accordingly, target
range can be readily determined using the time differ-
ence between transmission of radar ant.ana beams and
the reception of the sum or difference signal, or peak
values of the sum or difference signal.

For simplicity, in the following description, absolute
value signs for the sum signal, £, and the difference
signal multiplied by a constant, KA, will be omitted.
However, it is here noted that amplitude values of the
sum signal, 3, and the difference signal, KA, are abso-
lute values.

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
referring to FIG. §, a transmitter/receiver unit 10 in-
cludes a system trigger 11, a microwave transmitter 12,
an antenna and hybrid junction 13, a first mixer 14, a
second mixer 15 and a local oscillator 16. The transmit-
ter/receiver unit 10 is well known and is more fully
explained, for example, in U.S. Pat. No. 3,740,750
(“Moulton™) for a MONOPULSE RECEIVER SYS-
TEM, issued Jun. 19, 1973 to J.A. Moulton, which is
incorporated herein by reference.

The system trigger 11 controls the timing of transmis-
sion of the antenna beams in the monopuise radar sys-
tem of FIG. 5. Based on a trigger signal generated by
the system trigger 11, the microwave transmitter 12
generates a microwave signal and supplies such micro-
wave signal to the antenna and hybrid junction 13.

The antenna and hybrid junction 13 generates first
and second antenna beams based on the microwave
signal and irradiates a radar coverage area. Echoes from
a target within the radar coverage area are received as -
a signal corresponding to the sum signal and a signal
corresponding to the difference signal, which are sup-
plied to the first mixer 14 and the second mixer 15,
respectively.
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A local oscillator 16 generates a mixing signal of
predetermined frequency, which is supplied to the first
mixer 14 and the second mixer 15. The first mixer 14
generates beats by mixing the signal corresponding to
the sum signal with the mixing signal. These beats rep-
resent the sum signal 3. Similarly, the second mixer 15
mixes the signal corresponding to the difference signal
with the mixing signal to generate beats which repre-
sent the difference signal multiplied by a constant, KA.

A Jogarithmic amplifier unit 20 receives the sum sig-
nal £ and the difference signal multiplied by a constant,
KA, and logarithmically amplifies such signals to gener-
ate a logarithmically-amplified sum signal, log X, and a
logarithmically-amplified difference signal, log KA. In
the preferred embodiment, the logarithmic amplifier
unit 20 includes a first logarithmic amplifier 21 and a
second logarithmic amplifier 22 such as the logarithmic
amplifiers of Moulton. The first logarithmic amplifier
31 receives the sum signal ¥ from the transmitter/-
receiver unit 10 and logarithmically amplifies the sum
signal 2 to generate the logarithmically-amplified sum
signal log Z. Likewise, the second logarithmic amplifier
22 receives the difference signal multiplied by a con-
stant, KA, and generates a logarithmically-amplified
difference signal log KA.

The logarithmically-amplified sum signal log X and
the logarithmically-amplified difference signal log KA
are supplied to a gate unit 30 which selectively allows
the logarithmically-amplified sum signal log = and the
logarithmically-amplified difference signal log KA to
pass through the gate unit 30 to a peak detection unit 40,
In the preferred embodiment, the gate unit 30 includes
first gate 31 and second gate 32. Gates such as first gate
31 and second gate 32 are well known. The first gate 31
selectively passes the logarithmically-amplified signal
log Z to the peak detection unit 40, while the second
gate 32 selectively passes the logarithmically-amplified
difference signal log KA to a peak detection unit 40.

The logarithmically-amplified sum signal or the loga-
rithmically-amplified difference signal are supplied to
the peak detection unit 40 based on the gate signal. The
peak detection unit 40 samples the logarithmically-
amplified sum signal and the logarithmically-amplified
difference signal when a target corresponding to such
signals has been selected. The peak detection unit 40
stores resulting sampled values of such signals over a
predetermined number of scans of the monopulse radar
system and compares the stored samples to determine
first and second peak values for the logarithmically-
amplified sum signal and logarithmically-amplified dif-
ference signal, respectively.

In the preferred embodiment, the peak detection unit
40 includes first long-term peak detector 41 and second
long-term peak detector 42. The first long-term peak
detector 41 and second long-term peak detector 42 may
be realized with a microprocessor coupled to a mem-
ory. The first long-term peak detector 41 samples the
logarithmically-amplified sum signal provided by the
gate unit 30 and stores resulting sampled values for a
predetermined number of scans of the monopulse radar
system. Then, the first long-term peak detector 41 se-
quentially compares successive sampled values of the
logarithmically-amplified sum signal from the first sam-
pled value to the last sampled value stored in the first
long-term peak detector 41. When a given sampled
value is less than the next sampled value, it is known
that the sample values are increasing to a peak value.
The first long-term peak detector 41 proceeds to com-
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pare successive values of the logarithmically-amplified
sum signal until a given sampled value is greater than
the next sampled value of the logarithmically-amplified
sum signal. At that point, it is known that the given
sampled value corresponds to a peak value of the loga-
rithmically-amplified sum signal, and this value is stored
in the first long-term peak detector 41. The above pro-
cessing continues until the next-to-last sampled value
and the last sampled value have been compared. At this
time, all peak values of the logarithmically-amplified
sum signal have been obtained and stored in the first

long-term peak detector 41. The second long-term peak

detector 42 performs similar processing to the process-
ing of the first long-peak detector 41 to determine all
peak values of the logarithmically-amplified difference
signal, so that such peak values are stored in the second
long-term peak detector 42. :
The peak values for the logarithmically-amplified
sum signal and the logarithmically-amplified difference
signal are supplied from the peak detection unit 40 to a
target elevation angle/altitude calculation unit 50. The
target elevation angle/altitude calculation unit 50 then

- sequentially subtracts each of the peak values of the
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logarithmically-amplified sum signal from each of the
corresponding peak values of the logarithmically-ampli-
fied difference signal to generate plural difference val-
ues. The plural difference values are then averaged to
obtain an average difference value. The average differ-
ence value is then converted in the target elevation
angle/altitude calculation unit 50 to an average eleva-
tion angle or altitude value. Such average target eleva-
tion angle or altitude value may be supplied to the CRT
60 and displayed in correspondence with a selected
target.

In the preferred embodiment, the target elevation
angle/altitude calculation unit $0 ix. ludes subtraction-
/averaging unit 51, anti-logarithm calculation unit 52
and calibration memory 53. The subtraction/averaging
unit 51 may be realized with a microprocessor coupled
to a memory. The subtraction/averaging unit 51 re-
ceives the peak values of the logarithmically-amplified
sum signal and the peak values of the logarithmically-
amplified difference signal. The subtraction/averaging
unit 51 then sequentially subtracts the peak values of
each of the logarithmically-amplified sum signals with
each of the corresponding peak values of the logarith-
mically-amplified difference signals to generate differ-
ence values which are stored in the subtraction/averag-
ing unit 51. The stored difference values are then aver-
aged in the subtraction/averaging unit 51 to generate an
average difference value. The average difference value
is then converted from a logarithmic quantity into a
numerical quantity in anti-logarithm calculation unit 52.
The anti-logarithm calculation unit 52 is equivalent to
the anti-logarithm function of conventional scientific
calculators. The resulting numerical quantity is then
provided to calibration memory 53 which generates an
average target elevation angle or altitude value based
on the numerical quantity. The average target elevation
angle or altitude value is then supplied to CRT 60 for
display in correspondence with a selected target.

A selector 70 receives the sum signal and the differ-
ence signal generated by the transmitter/receiver unit
10. For example, the selector 70 may be a comparator,
or a microprocessor coupled to an analog-to-digital
converter, performing the function of a comparator.
The selector 70 compares the sum signal and the differ-
ence signal to determine whether the sum signal is
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greater than or equal to the difference signal. A selec-
tion signal indicative of this result is output to a search
radar target tracking unit 80.

The search radar target tracking unit 80 performs
tracking of a selected target. Such search radar target
tracking units are well known. For example, the search
radar target tracking unit 80 may include a MCAT
(Micro-Computer Aided Tracking) unit, disclosed in
Naval Research Laboratory Report 8709 dated Jul. 12,
1983, which is incorporated herein by reference. The
search radar target tracking unit 80 may also compare
the transmission time of the antenna beams generated by
the transmitter/receiver unit 10 with echoes, or the sum
and/or difference signals of such echoes, received by
the transmitter/receiver unit 10 to determine target
range or average target range for a selected target.

The search radar target tracking unit 80 is generally
operable by an operator who may select a given target
for tracking. When a target is selected, the search radar
target tracking unit 80 maintains or stores target range,
azimuth, elevation angle and/or altitude information
and the like concerning the selected target, and periodi-
cally updates such information for the selected target.
When a target has been selected for tracking, the search
radar target tracking unit 80 receives the selection sig-
nal at a range, azimuth and/or elevation angle or alti-
tude corresponding to the selected target and generates
the gate signal to allow the logarithmically-amplified
sum signal or the logarithmically-amplified difference
signal to pass through the gate unit 30 to the peak detec-
tion unit 40.

FIGS. 6-8 are flow charts for explaining a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. Specifically,
FIGS. 6 and 7 indicate processing steps performed by
the transmitter/receiver unit 10, the logarithmic ampli-
fier unit 20, the gate unit 30, the peak detection unit 40,
the selector 70 and the search radar target tracking unit
80. Such processing steps relate to receiving a sum
signal and a difference signal caused by an echo, and
determining peak value(s) of the sum signal or logarith-
mically-amplified sum signal in the fading cycle of the
sum signal. Processing steps to determine peak value(s)
of the difference signal or logarithmically-amplified
difference signal in the fading cycle of the difference
signal are similar to processing steps for determining the
peak value(s) of the sum signal or logarithmically-
amplified sum signal. Accordingly, a description of
processing steps relating to the difference signal or
logarithmically-amplified difference signal are omitted,
as such processing steps will be apparent from the de-
scription of the processing steps for determining the
peak value(s) of the sum signal or logarithmically-
amplified sum signal. FIG. 8 is a flow chart describing
processing steps for determining at least one of average
target elevation angle and altitude based on the peak
value(s) corresponding to the sum signal or logarithmi-
cally-amplified sum signal and the peak value(s) corre-
sponding to the difference signal or logarithmically-
amplified difference signal.

Referring to FIG. 6, processing steps for determining
peak value(s) of the sum signal or logarithmically-
amplified sum signal in the fading cycle of the sum
signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal are com-
menced in step S1. In step S2, base address variables
ADRM and ADRN are set to predetermined values
VALI1 and VAL2, respectively. The base address vari-
ables ADRM and ADRN correspond to the first mem-
ory locations for storing sampled values corresponding
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to the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum sig-
nal, and the difference signal or logarithmically-ampli-
fied difference signal, respectively. Also, offset vari-
ables M and N are set to zero in step S2.

Processing proceeds to step S3 in which a decision is
made to determine whether a target has been selected.
Target selection is usually performed by an operator of
the monopulse radar system, who determines whether a
target should be selected for tracking. When no target
at a given range interval and azimuth interval, for exam-
ple, is selected, step 83 is repeated until a target is se-
lected.

When a target is selected, processing proceeds to step
S4 in which the amplitude of the sum signal is compared
with the amplitude of the difference signal to determine
whether the sum signal is greater than or equal to the
difference signal. When the amplitude of the sum signal
is greater than or equal to the amplitude of the differ-
ence signal, processing proceeds to step S5 in which the
first gate 31 of FIG. 5 is opened. In step S6, the ampli-
tude of the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum
signal is sampled, and a variable SAMPLE1 is set to a
sampled value corresponding to the sampled amplitude
of the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum sig-
nal. In step S7, the peak detection processing of FIG. 7
is interrupted, and in step S8, variable SAMPLEI is
stored in correspondence with ADRM +M. In step S9,
M is then incremented by 1, and peak detection for the
sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal is
resumed in step S10. In step S11, the first gate is closed
and processing returns to step S3.

On the other hand, in step S4, when the amplitude of
the sum signal is not greater than or equal to the ampli-
tude of the difference signal, processing proceeds to
step 812 in which the second gate 32 is opened. A vari-
able SAMPLE2 is set equal to the amplitude of the
difference signal or logarithmically-amplified difference
signal in step S13, and peak detection for the difference
signal or logarithmically-amplified difference signal is
interrupted in step S14. In step S15, a second value
corresponding to the sampled amplitude of the differ-
ence signal or logarithmically-amplified difference sig-
nal is stored in correspondence with ADRN+N. In
step S16, N is incremented by one, and in step S17, peak
detection for the difference signal or logarithmically-
amplified difference signal is resumed. Lastly, the sec-
ond gate 32 is closed in step S18 and processing pro-
ceeds to step S3.

Step S4 expedites the determination of peak values
because peak values of the sum signal or logarithmical-
ly-amplified sum signal occur substantially at minimum
values of the difference signal or logarithmically-ampli-
fied difference signal, and vice versa. Therefore, the
number of sampled values stored is reduced substan-
tially by a factor of two by sampling in dependence
upon whether the amplitude of the sum signal is greater
than or equal to the amplitude of the difference signal,
as tested in step S4.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart for determining peak values of
the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal
according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. In step S19, processing for determining peak
value(s) based on the sum signal or logarithmically-
amplified sum signal in a fading cycle of the sum signal
or logarithmically-amplified sum signal, is commenced.
In step S20, offset variable I, flag J and offset variable
PS are set to ZerO. Also, base address variable ADR-
SUM is set equal to a predetermined value VAL3.
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In step S21, a determination is made to determine
whether offset variable M is greater than 1. When the
offset variable M is not greater than 1, processing pro-
ceeds to step S22 in which processing enters a wait
state. On the other hand, when there are at least two
sampled values corresponding to the sum signal or loga-
rithmically-amplified sum signal, i.e., M is greater than
1 in step S21, processing proceeds to step S23 in which
it is determined whether offset variable I is equal to
offset variable M. Step $23 is used to determine
whether all sampled values stored in step S8 of FIG. 6
have been compared. Accordingly, I will not be equal
to M on the first loop performed in the peak value de-
tection processing of FIG. 7.

When offset variable 1 is not equal to offset variable
M, processing proceeds to step S24 in which a sampled
value corresponding to a ADRM<+1 is read. In step
S25, variable VARI is set equal to the sampled value
corresponding to ADR + L. 1 is then incremented by one
in step S26 and the sampled value corresponding to
ADRM +1is read. A variable VAR2 is then set equal to
the sampled value corresponding to ADR+1 in step
$28 and I is again incremented in step S29. In step S30,
a determination is made to determine whether the vari-
able VARI1 is greater than the variable VAR2. When
the Variable VAR1 is not greater than the variable
VAR2, flag J is set equal to one in step S31. The flag J
is used to determine when successive sampled values
are approaching a peak value. For example, referring to
FIG. 3, the fading cycle function F(r) periodically cy-
cles between peak values and minimum values of the
sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal. Ac-
cordingly, assuming a target is moving away from the
transmitter unit of a radar system starting from R=Rg
to R=Rn4x, sampled values of the fading cycle func-
tion F(r) will increase to a peak at or near A and de-
crease to a value B at the minimum of the fading cycle.
Accordingly, if sampling begins after A but before C,
VARI1 would be greater than VAR?2 although the val-
ues are decreasing to minimum value B and not increas-
ing to the maximum value A. Accordingly, provision
must be made to ensure that the fading cycle function
F(r) is increasing to a peak value. By using the flag J,
this result is accomplished.

Therefore, when the variable VAR1 is greater than
the variable VAR2 in step S30, processing proceeds to
step S32 to determine whether J is equal to one. When
J is equal to one, a peak value has been detected. Ac-
cordingly, J is set equal to zero in step S33 and target
elevation angle/altitude calculation processing is inter-
rupted in step S34. VARI1 is then stored in correspon-
dence with ADRSUM +-PS in step S35 and PS is incre-
mented by one in step $36. Target elevation angle/alti-
tude calculation processing is then resumed in step S37
and control moves to step S38. On the other hand, when
the flag J is not equal to one in step $32, control moves
to step S38.

In step S38, a determination is made to establish
whether the offset variable I is greater than the offset
variable M. When the offset variable I is greater than
the offset variable M, the last two sampled values have
been compared. Accordingly, in step S39, the offset
variable T and the offset variable M are set to zero and
control proceeds to step S22 in which processing enters
a wait state to allow for the accumulation of more sam-
pled values.

On the other hand, when the offset variable I is not
greater than the offset variable M, control proceeds to
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step S23 to determine whether I is equal to M. When I
is not equal to M, it is known that more sampled values
must be compared and control proceeds to step S24. On
the other hand, when I is equal to M, the last stored
sampled value must be moved from the last memory
location to the first memory location. Accordingly, in
step S40, the sampled value corresponding to
ADRM+M is read and in step S41, VAL1 is set equal
to the sampled value corresponding to ADRM+M. In
step S42, offset variable M and offset variable I are set
to zero. In step 43, VALL is stored in correspondence
with ADRM+M, i.e. in the first memory location for
the sampled values of the sum signal or logarithmically-
amplified sum signal, and M is incremented in step S44.
Control then enters a wait state in step S22.

When an interruption of peak detection processing is
initiated in step S7 or step S14 of FIG. 6, the peak detec-
tion processing of FIG. 7 continues until control enters
the wait state at step S$22. Control then moves to the
processing of FIG. 6 and peak detection processing is
resumed in step S10 or step S17.

According to the above processing of FIG. 7, peak
values for the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified
sum signal are obtained and stored. Similar processing is
employed to obtain peak values corresponding to the
difference signal or the logarithmically-amplified differ-
ence signal. Accordingly, in the following description
for obtaining average target elevation angle or altitude
values, it is assumed that peak value(s) of the difference
signal or logarithmically-amplified difference signal are
stored at addresses ADRDIFF through ADR-
DIFF+PD.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart for determining average target
elevation angle or altitude based on the peak values of
the sum signal or the logarithmicslly-amplified sum
signal, and the peak values of the difference signal or
logarithmically-amplified difference signal. The pro-
cessing steps of FIG. 8 are performed by the peak detec-
tion unit 40, the target elevation angle/altitude calcula-
tion unit 50 and the CRT 60.

In step S45, processing to determine average target
elevation angle or altitude commences. In step S46,
index L, offset variable K, variable TEMP, and variable
RESULT are set to zero. Base address variables
ADRAVG and ADRCON are set to predetermined
values VAL4 and VALS, respectively.

In step S47, a determination is made to establish
whether variable PS is greater than zero. When offset
variable PS is not greater than zero, control enters a
wait state in step S48. On the other hand, when PS is
greater than zero, it is determined whether offset vari-
able PD is greater than zero in step $49. When offset
variable PD is not greater than zero, control enters a
wait state in step S48. On the other hand, when offset
variable PD is greater than zero, a determination is
made to establish whether offset variable PS is equal to
offset variable PD in step S50 to establish whether each
of the peak values corresponding to the sum signal or
logarithmically-amplified sum signal have correspond-
ing values of the difference signal or logarithmically-
amplified difference signal. When offset variable PS is
not equal to offset variable PD, control enters a wait
state in step S48. On the other hand, when offset vari-
able PS is equal to offset variable PD, the peak value of
the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal
corresponding to ADRSUM +K is read in step S51. In
step 552, variable SUM is set equal to the peak value of
the sum signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal
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corresponding to ADRSUM +K. In step S53, the peak
value corresponding to the difference signal or logarith-
mically-amplified difference signal is read, and in step
S54, variable DIFF is set equal to the peak value of the
difference signal or logarithmically-amplified difference
signal corresponding to ADRDIFF+-K. In step S55,
variable AVG is set equal to DIFF—SUM and in step
856, variable AVG is stored in correspondence with
ADRAVG+K.

In step S87, offset variable K is incremented by one
and in step S58, a determination is made to establish
whether offset variable K is greater than offset variable
PS. When offset variable K is not greater than offset
variable PS, steps S51 through S56 are repeated. On the
other hand, when offset variable K is greater than offset
variable PS, control proceeds to step S59 in which
variable SUM and variable AVG are set to zero. In step
860, variable AVG corresponding to ADRAVG-+L is
read and variable TEMP is set equal to the value of
AVG corresponding to ADRAVG+L in step S61. In
step S62, the variable SUM is set equal to SUM+-
TEMP. In step S63, L is incremented by one.

In step S64, a determination is made to establish
whether the variable L is equal to offset variable K.
When offset variable L is not equal to offset variable K,
steps S60-S63 are repeated. On the other hand, when
offset variable L is equal to offset variable K, an average
value is obtained by setting the variable AVG equal to
the variable SUM divided by offset value L. In step S66,
an average target elevation angle or altitude value cor-
responding to ADRCONYV +AVG is read from a mem-
ory location. Memory locations having a base address
of ADRCONV essentially comprise a look-up table in
which values corresponding to the variable AVG are
converted into average target elevation angle or alti-
tude values.

In step S67, the variable RESULT is set equal to the
average target elevation angle or altitude value corre-
sponding to ADRCONV AVG. In step S68, the result
is displayed, preferably in correspondence with the
target selected.

Control then enters a wait state in step S48 to await
the accumulation of further peak values of the sum
signal or logarithmically-amplified sum signal, and the
difference signal or the logarithmically-amplified differ-
ence signal.

When processing for determining target elevation
angle or altitude of FIG. 8 is interrupted in step S34,
processing continues in FIG. 8 until control enters the
wait state of step S48. Control then moves to the pro-
cessing of FIG. 7 until target elevation angle or altitude
processing is resumed in step 837 of FIG. 7.

While the processing of FIG. 8 involves the calcula-
tion of an average target elevation angle or altitude
value, an alternative method may be employed in which
peak values of the sum signal or logarithmically-ampli-
fied sum signal and peak values of the difference signal
or logarithmically-amplified difference signal are used
to directly calculate and display target elevation angle
or altitude values in correspondence with a selected
target without averaging.

In addition, peak detection of the sum signal or loga-
rithmically-amplified sum' signal, and the difference
signal or logarithmically-amplified difference signal
may be performed using well known frequency agility
techniques.

FIG. 9 is a graph of normalized elevation angle ver-
sus actual elevation angles. In the case in which samples
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are obtained from the logarithmically-amplified sum
signal and logarithmically-amplified difference signal,
an anti-logarithm must be performed on the value log
KA —log X to obtain normalized elevation angle KA/Z.
Based on the graph of FIG. 9, the normalized elevation
angle KA/2 may be converted into actual elevation
angle in degrees according to FIG. 9.

The calibration memory 53 contains memory loca-
tions having addresses corresponding to the normalized
elevation KA/Z, and data stored at the locations corre-
sponding to actual elevation angle. Thus, a value corre-
sponding to the actual target elevation angle or altitude,
or average target elevation angle or altitude may be
read out and displayed on the CRT 60.

While the above description of the logarithmic ampli-
fier unit 20, the gate unit 30, the peak detection unit 40,
the target elevation angle/altitude calculation unit 50,
the selector 70, and the search radar target tracking unit
80 were described as discrete components, any one or
more of these elements may be realized with a com-
puter. Further, any one or more of the processing steps
of FIGS. 6-8 may be realized with a microcomputer or
computer.

The many features and advantages of the present
invention are apparent from the detailed specification
and thus, and it is intended by the appended claims to
cover such features and advantages of the systems and
methods which follow in the true spirit and scope of the
invention. Further, since numerous modification and
changes will readily occur to those skilled in the art, it
is not desired to limit the invention to the exact con-
struction and operation illustrated and described. Ac-
cordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to as falling within the scope and spirit
of the invention. ‘

What is claimed is:

1. A method for determining at least one of target
elevation angle and altitude in a monopulse radar sys-
tem based on first and second antenna beams, the first
and second antenna beams defining an axis location
which is aligned substantially on a horizon, comprising
the steps of:

a) receiving a sum signal and a difference signal
caused by an echo from the first and second an-
tenna beams;

b) determining a first peak value based on the sum
signal in a first fading cycle of the sum signal;

c) determining a second peak value based on the
difference signal in a second fading cycle of the
difference signal; and

d) determining at least one of the target elevation
angle and altitude based on the first peak value and
the second peak value.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising

the step of:

¢) displaying at least one of target elevation angle and
altitude. - _

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising

the step of: :

¢) performing said steps (b)-(d) only when a target
corresponding to the echo is selected by an opera-
tor.

4. A method as claimed in claim 3, further comprising

the step of:

e) displaying at least one of the target elevation angle
and altitude in correspondence with a target se-
lected by an operator.
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5. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
the steps of:

¢) repeatedly executing said steps (b)-(d); and

f) averaging the at least one of target elevation angle
and altitude determined in said step (d) to provide
at least one of an average target elevation angle and
altitude.

6. A method as claimed in claim 5, further comprising

the steps of:

g) performing said steps (b)-(f) only when a target
corresponding to the echo is selected by an opera-
tor; and

h) displaying at least one of the average target eleva:
tion angle and altitude in correspondence with the
target selected by the operator.

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said step

(b) comprises the substeps of:

(b1) logarithmically amplifying the sum signal to
provide a logarithmically-amplified sum signal;

(b2) sampling the logarithmically-amplified sum sig-
nal to provide sum sampled values; and

(b3) comparing the sum sampled values to determine
the first peak value,

wherein said step (c) comprises the substeps of:

(c1) logarithmically amplifying the difference signal
to provide a logarithmically-amplified difference
signal; and

(c2) sampling the logarithmically-amplified differ-
ence signal to provide difference sampled values to
determine the second peak value, and

wherein said step (d) comprises the substeps of:

(d1) subtracting the first peak value from the second
peak value to provide a result; and

(d2) converting the result into at least one of the
target elevation angle and altitude using a look-up
table.

8. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said steps

(b) and (c) are performed using frequency agility.

9. A system for determining at least one of target
elevation angle and altitude of a target in a monopulse
radar system based on an echo from the target caused
by first and second antenna beams, the first and second
antenna beams defining an axis location which is aligned
substantially on a horizon, comprising:

a transmitter/receiver unit for generating the first and
second antenna beams, and for receiving a sum
signal and a difference signal caused by the echo
from the first and second antenna beams;

a peak detection unit, coupled to said transmitter/-
receiver unit, for determining a first peak value
based on the sum signal in a first fading cycle of the
sum signal, the first fading cycle being caused by
movement of the target relative to said transmitter
receiver unit, and for determining a second peak
value based on the difference signal in a second
fading cycle of the difference signal, the second
fading cycle being caused by the movement of the
target relative to said transmitter/receiver unit; and
target elevation angle/altitude calculation unit,
coupled to said peak detection unit, for determin-
ing at least one of target elevation angle and alti-
tude based on the first peak value and the second
peak value.

10. A system as claimed in claim 9, further compris-
ing:

a display, coupled to said target elevation angle/alti-

tude calculation unit, for displaying at least one of
target elevation angle and altitude.
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11. A system as claimed in claim 9,

wherein said peak detector unit repeatedly deter-
mines first peak values and second peak values, and

wherein said target elevation angle/altitude calcula-
tion unit determines at least one of average target
elevation angle and altitude based on the first peak
values and second peak values.

12. A system as claimed in claim 11, further compris-

mg: -

a display coupled to said target elevation angle/alti-
tude calculation unit, for displaying at least one of
average target elevation angle and altitude.

13. A system as claimed in claim 12, further compris-

ing:

a search radar target tracking unit, coupled to said
transmitter/receiver unit and said peak detection
unit, for determining when a target corresponding
to the echo is selected for tracking, and

wherein said display displays at least one of average
target elevation angle and altitude in correspon-
dence with the target.

14. A system as claimed in claim 13,

wherein said search radar target tracking unit gener-
ates an average target range signal corresponding
to the target, and

wherein said display displays average target range in
correspondence with the target, based on the target
range signal.

15. A system as claimed in claim 13,

wherein said target elevation angle/altitude calcula-
tion unit generates an average target range signal
corresponding to the target, based on the first peak
values, and

wherein said display displays the average target
range in correspondence with the target, based on
the average target range signal.

16. A system as claimed in claim 13, further compris-

ing:

a selector, coupled between said transmitter/receiver
unit and said search radar target tracking unit, for
generating a selection signal based on which one of
the sum signal and the difference signal has a larg-
est amplitude, and for providing the selection sig-
nal to said search radar target tracking unit;

a logarithmic amplifier unit, coupled between said
transmitter/receiver unit and said peak detection
unit, for logarithmically amplifying the sum signal
and the difference signal; and

a gate unit, coupled to said logarithmic amplifier unit,
said search radar target tracking unit and said peak
detection unit, for selectively providing the loga-
rithmically-amplified sum signal and the logarith-
mically-amplified difference signal to said peak
detection unit based on a gate signal generated by
said search radar target tracking unit in response to
the selection signal and whether the target corre-
sponding to the echo is selected for tracking.

17. A system for determining at least one of target
elevation angle and altitude of a target in a monopulse
radar system based on an echo from the target caused
by first and second antenna beams, the first and second
antenna beams defining an axis location, comprising:

means for receiving a sum signal and a difference
signal caused by the echo from the first and second
antenna beams; and

means for determining a first peak value based on the
sum signal in a first fading cycle of the sum signal,
the first fading cycle being caused by movement of
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the target relative to said means for receiving, for
determining a second peak value based on the dif-
ference signal in a second fading cycle of the differ-
ence signal, the second fading cycle being caused
by the movement of the target relative to said
means for receiving, and for determining at least
one of the target elevation angle and altitude based
on the first peak value and the second peak value.

18. A system as claimed in claim 17, further compris-

- ing:

means for displaying at least one of target elevation
angle and altitude. ’

19. A system as claimed in claim 17,

wherein said means for determining the first peak
value repeatedly determines first peak values over
a predetermined number of scans of said mono-
pulse radar system,

wherein said means for determining the second peak
value repeatedly determines second peak values
over the predetermined number of scans of said
monopulse radar system, and said system further
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16 :
least one of an average target elevation angle and
altitude.

20. A system as claimed in claim 19, further compris-
ing:

means for displaying the average target elevation
angle and altitude.

21. A method for determining at least one of target
elevation angle and altitude in a monopulse radar sys-
tem, based on first and second antenna beams, compris-
ing the steps of:

a) receiving a sum signal and a difference signal
caused by an echo from the first and second an-
tenna beams;

b) determining peak values of the sum and difference
signals;

c) determining at least one of the target elevation
angle and altitude, based on the peak values.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein said step com-
prises determining the ratio of the absolute value of said
peak value of said difference signal to the absolute vaiue
of said peak value of said sum signal.

23. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for
determing further comprises means for calculating the
ratio of the absolute value of said second peak value to
the absolute value of said first peak value.
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