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PHASED ARRAY TUNING FOR
INTERFERENCE SUPPRESSION

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates generally to a system for
reducing sensor interference, and more particularly to a
sensor interference suppression system for an aircraft having
multiple distributed wireless transceiver nodes.

Distributed aircraft components such as sensors and
actuators increasingly communicate with central processors
wirelessly. Such components can be distributed spatially
across the entire aircraft. Some transmissions may be regu-
larly scheduled, while others can be triggered by specific
unscheduled events.

Aircraft ordinarily include at least one altimeter that
operates substantially continuously. Altimeters commonly
operate by transmitting and receiving an encoded pulse that
is reflected off the ground. Time-of-flight of the returning
signal is used to determine the aircraft’s distance from the
ground. Altimeter function is especially critical during
ground approaches, e.g. at landing.

Sensor interference from other transceiver nodes can pose
a serious impediment to altimeter function. Interference that
causes received signals to be corrupted beyond encoding
recognition will prevent altimeters from registering return
signals, thereby interfering with altimeter function.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure is directed towards a system with
a plurality of transmission-capable nodes. A method is
provided for suppressing interference at a critical sensor
situated within this system. The system is first three-dimen-
sionally mapped. Next, phase shifts are estimated for trans-
missions from the nodes to produce net destructive interfer-
ence at the critical sensor, based on the three-dimensional
mapping of the system. An aggregate electromagnetic signal
from the nodes is sensed at the critical sensor. The phase
shifts are then adjusted based on the sensed aggregate
electromagnetic signal.

The present summary is provided only by way of
example, and not limitation. Other aspects of the present
disclosure will be appreciated in view of the entirety of the
present disclosure, including the entire text, claims, and
accompanying figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a sensor system with several
distributed transceiver nodes.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart describing a method for suppressing
sensor interference in the aircraft system of FIG. 1.

While the above-identified figures set forth one or more
embodiments of the present disclosure, other embodiments
are also contemplated, as noted in the discussion. In all
cases, this disclosure presents the invention by way of
representation and not limitation. It should be understood
that numerous other modifications and embodiments can be
devised by those skilled in the art, which fall within the
scope and spirit of the principles of the invention. The
figures may not be drawn to scale, and applications and
embodiments of the present invention may include features
and components not specifically shown in the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure concerns a sensor system with a
plurality of spatially distributed transceiver nodes. The
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2

phase and timing of transmissions from these nodes are
adjusted based on their respective locations within the
system, so as to produce destructive signal interference at a
critical location, thereby suppressing interference with pas-
sive sensor function at that critical location.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of sensor system 10, which
includes aircraft 12 with sensor 14, distributed nodes 16, and
controller 18. Nodes 16 and controller 18 each include a
transceiver 20 and a phase shifter 22. FIG. 1 additionally
illustrates critical location signal sensor 24, an interference
sensor at least transiently located near sensor 14 during a
configuration process, as discussed in greater detail below.
As described herein, sensor system 10 is assumed to be an
aircraft sensor system. More generally, however, the prin-
ciples set out in the present disclosure can be applied to any
system having a plurality of spatially distributed transceiver
nodes, and in which the suppression of interference at a
particular location or locations is of critical importance.

Sensor 14 is a sensor to be protected from interference
caused by nodes 16, and can for example be an altimeter that
regularly emits encoded radiation pulses towards the earth,
detects and recognizes those pulses when they are reflected
from the surface, and determines aircraft altitude based on
time-of-flight of the pulses. In the most general case, how-
ever, sensor 14 is a critical sensor at a fixed, known location
within sensor system 10. Sensor 14 is sensitive to electro-
magnetic interference from nodes 16.

Nodes 16 are devices or elements distributed across
aircraft 12, and wirelessly coupled to controller 18. Nodes
16 can, for example, be transducers (e.g. sensors or actua-
tors) wirelessly connected to controller 18. More generally,
nodes 16 can be any elements that regularly transmit wire-
less signals from fixed, known locations within aircraft 12.
Nodes 16 can be bi- or multi-directional transceivers each
coupled to a separate device on aircraft 12. In some embodi-
ments, nodes 16 can form a mesh network, and may com-
municate with each other. Nodes 16 can be associated with
sensor nodes such as engine or wing sensor systems, prox-
imity sensors, temperature and/or pressure sensors, fire
and/or smoke sensors, and attitude (orientation) sensors.

Controller 18 is a wireless-enabled data collector such as
a data aggregator and/or processor that sends and/or receives
transmission to and/or from nodes 16. Controller 18 can, for
example, be a component of an aircraft control processor or
monitoring system. In the most general embodiment, con-
troller 18 is a wireless-capable component that connects to
and coordinates transmissions between itself, sensor 14, and
nodes 16. Although only one controller 18 is illustrated in
FIG. 1, some embodiments of sensor system 10 can include
multiple controllers.

Nodes 16 and controller 18 are depicted as each having
transceiver 20 and phase shifter 22. Although not shown,
controller 18 and each node 16 also include other applica-
tion-specific hardware. Controller 18, for example, includes
machine readable memory and data processing hardware.
Nodes 16 can, for example, have actuator or sensor hard-
ware as described above, as well as local memory and/or
processing hardware as necessary. Transceivers 20 transmit
and receive wireless signals on a common frequency band.
Sensor 14 is sensitive to frequencies within this band, or
overlapping with this band. In one embodiment, sensor 14,
nodes 16, and controller 18 share the 4.2-4.6 GHz frequency
band. Because of this common frequency band, transmis-
sions between nodes 16 and controller 18 can interfere with
operation of sensor 14, potentially causing data loss or
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corruption for sensor 14. The presently disclosed system
mitigates this interference, improving the reliability of sen-
sor 14.

Nodes 16 collectively make up a phased array system
with a radiation pattern controlled by phase shifting of
transmissions from transceivers 20 of nodes 16 and control-
ler 18 via phase shifters 22. As will be described in greater
detail below with respect to FIG. 2, controller 18 adjusts
phase shifters 22 to achieve an aggregate radiation pattern
from all transceivers 20 that produces destructive interfer-
ence at sensor 14 between simultaneous transmissions,
thereby suppressing interference with sensor 14.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating method 100, a configu-
ration method whereby net signal interference at sensor 14
from nodes 16 and controller 18 is minimized. The illus-
trated method has three primary steps 102, 104, and 106.
First, the entirety of sensor system 10 is mapped to identify
the precise three-dimensional spatial positions of sensor 14,
of'each node 16, and of processor 18 within aircraft 12. (Step
102). More specifically, where nodes 16 and processor 18
include multiple or distributed elements, the locations of
transceivers 22 are mapped for each element. In addition to
nodes 16 and controller 18, signal-affecting background
structures or geometries of aircraft 12 can be identified and
located. This mapping can be performed on a case-by-case
basis for each system, or can be generally mapped for a class
of sufficiently similar systems (e.g. all aircraft of a particular
model). In some embodiments, a common mapping for some
element or structures of sensor system 10 can be supple-
mented with adjustments or additions idiosyncratic to a
particular system.

Once sensor system 10 has been mapped, phase adjust-
ments or offsets are calculated to produce net destructive
interference at the location of sensor 14. (Step 104). Nodes
16 and controller 18 together constitute a phased array. By
adjusting phases of transmissions from each element of this
array (via phase shifters 22), the expected received aggre-
gate signal at sensor 14 can be minimized. This adjustment
can, for example, involve predicting the phase offset
between sensor 14 and each other element (controller 18 and
nodes 16) either analytically or by simulation. In a simplest
case, phase offset can be a simplified as purely a function of
distance between sensor 14 and each transmitting element of
sensor system 10. More nuanced analyses can account for
refraction and attenuation of signals due to background
structure of aircraft 12. Net signal at sensor 14 from all
active elements of sensor system 12 is minimized by select-
ing phases of sensors to destructively interfere at sensor 14.

In some cases, processor 18 and nodes 16 are simultane-
ously active (i.e. transmitting). Here, signal cancelling at
sensor 14 is accomplished by simultaneously aggregating
expected signal strength from all active elements, and tuning
at least a subset of processor 18 and/or nodes 16 to adjust
this aggregate expected signal. In other embodiments, how-
ever, only a subset of nodes 16 and processor 18 are
normally active at any given time. For example, sensor
system 10 may follow a schedule whereby some or all nodes
16 transmit only intermittently, or may perform transmis-
sions involving preset subsets of nodes 16 in response to
triggering events. Where not all transmitting elements are
expected to be simultaneously active, phase adjustments
must be separately estimated for each subset of processor 18
and nodes 16 expected to transmit simultaneously. In some
cases, “dummy” transmissions can be scheduled or
requested from nodes 16 in order to minimize net signal at
sensor 14 (i.e. to interfere destructively with other signals),
even when transmission from those nodes is not required for
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data transfer. In addition to a phase shift supplied by each
phase shifter 22, transmission amplitude from each trans-
ceiver 22 can be adjusted to minimize interference, so long
as amplitude remains sufficient to communicate with con-
troller 18. Not all transmission-capable elements of sensor
system 10 need by capable of adjustment according to the
present system, so long as adjustment of other elements is
sufficient to cancel interference from non-adjustable ele-
ments.

The phase adjustment estimation in step 104 is unlikely to
precisely account for all factors affecting signal reception at
sensor 14. Simulation and analytical methods for estimating
phase adjustments can use detailed EM models of aircraft
12, but these models and the methods that utilize them are,
by necessity, approximations. Consequently, phase adjust-
ments estimated in step 104 are iteratively fine-tuned based
on actual aggregate signal interference measured at sensor
14 by critical location signal sensor 24. (Step 106). Critical
location signal sensor 24 is situated at the actual location of
sensor 14 once all elements of sensor system 12 are in their
final spatial position and set into operation. Critical location
signal sensor 24 reports actual signal interference at sensor
14. Phase shifts of each node 16 are then varied until no
aggregate signal above a specified threshold is received by
critical location signal sensor 24, for each subset of simul-
taneously transmitting elements. This threshold is selected
based on the sensitivity of the radio receiver of sensor 14. In
particular, the threshold is selected to be lower than a
sensitivity of the radio receiver, such that interference of a
magnitude less than the threshold value is insignificant to
signal reception. This fine tuning via variation in phase shifts
in sensor nodes can be performed according to a determin-
istic, stochastic, or artificial intelligence algorithm, with the
goal of creating a null in the aggregate electromagnetic
radiation pattern of transmitting portions of sensor system
10 at sensor 14.

In some embodiments the aforementioned mapping,
phase adjustment, and fine tuning processes (steps 102, 104,
and 106) can be performed by controller 18. In other
embodiments, however, the processing involved in these
steps can be outsourced to an external device only tran-
siently interactive with sensor system 10. Once phases of
elements within system 10 are configured, no reconfigura-
tion is necessary unless or until elements (e.g. nodes 16,
controller 18) are moved, added, or removed. Consequently,
some embodiments of the present invention may use hard-
ware external to sensor system 10 to perform (but not to
subsequently benefit from) method 100. Critical location
signal sensor 24, for example, can be a temporary device
only inserted within sensor system 10 for the duration of
phase-array configuration to minimize interference, and then
removed. Removable components can be reused in the
configuration of multiple systems.

Some alternative embodiments of the present system can
include a permanently installed critical location signal sen-
sor 24. This architecture allows adaptive control of sensor
system 10 in response to unanticipated changes in active
node position. If a physical configuration of nodes 16 within
sensor network 10 is changed due to nodes being added
and/or removed, or due to failures preventing some nodes
from transmitting, a permanently installed critical location
signal sensor 24 allows sensor system 10 recover (i.e.
reestablish signal cancellation at sensor 14) by reimplement-
ing steps 104 and 106. For example, some aircraft systems
can include paired or grouped sets of alternative nodes. In
such cases, a secondary node may be activated only in the
event of failure of a primary node. Such a change in node
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activation can necessitate reconfiguration of transmission
phase shifts and/or amplitude to suppress interference at
sensor 14.

The invention disclosed above provides a system and
method for suppressing interference at a sensor location
within a wireless network. Each transmitting component of
sensor system 10 acts as a phased array element. Phases and
amplitudes of transmissions from these elements are
adjusted based on predicted behavior (via analytical or
simulation modeling) of sensor system 10, so as to minimize
interference at sensor 14. Initial conditions set based on this
predicted behavior are then fine-tuned based on sensed
signal interference to further improve interference cancel-
lation.

Discussion of Possible Embodiments

The following are non-exclusive descriptions of possible
embodiments of the present invention.

A method for suppressing interference at a critical sensor
situated within a system having a plurality of transmission-
capable nodes, the method comprising: three-dimensionally
mapping the system; estimating phase shifts for transmis-
sions from the nodes to produce net destructive interference
at the critical sensor, based on the three-dimensional map-
ping of the system; sensing aggregate electromagnetic signal
from the nodes at the critical sensor; and adjusting the phase
shifts based on the sensed aggregate electromagnetic signal.

The method of the preceding paragraph can optionally
include, additionally and/or alternatively, any one or more of
the following features, configurations and/or additional
components:

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
three-dimensionally mapping the system comprises identi-
fying a three-dimensional location of the critical sensor and
of'each of the plurality of transmission-capable nodes within
the system.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
three-dimensionally mapping the system further comprises
three-dimensionally mapping background structures capable
of signal refraction or attenuation.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed aggregate
electromagnetic signal is performed according to an algo-
rithm selected from a group consisting of deterministic
algorithms, stochastic algorithms, artificial intelligence
algorithms, and combinations of deterministic, stochastic,
and artificial intelligence algorithms.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
sensing aggregate electromagnetic signal and adjusting the
phase shifts based on the sensed aggregate electromagnetic
signal comprise iteratively adjusting a phase shift of at least
one of the nodes, and sensing resulting aggregate electro-
magnetic signal at the sensor, until the aggregate electro-
magnetic signal is less than a threshold value selected based
on a sensitivity of the critical threshold.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
sensing aggregate electromagnetic signal comprises posi-
tioning a temporary critical location interference sensor at a
location of the critical sensor, the method further compris-
ing: removing the temporary critical location interference
sensor after adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed
aggregate electromagnetic signal.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
the sensor is an altimeter that operates by emitting encoded
electromagnetic pulses, receiving reflections of the encoded
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electromagnetic pulses, and measuring a time-of-flight
between emission and reception of the encoded electromag-
netic pulses.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, further
comprising: identifying a plurality of subsets of the nodes
expected to be simultaneously active, and wherein the steps
of three-dimensionally mapping the system, estimating
phase shifts, sensing aggregate electromagnetic signal, and
adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed aggregate
electromagnetic signal are all performed separately for each
subset of the nodes expected to be simultaneously active.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, wherein
for at least some of the subsets of nodes, estimating phase
shifts from the nodes to produce net destructive interference
at the critical sensor comprises providing dummy transmis-
sions from one of the plurality of nodes outside of that subset
of nodes, such that the dummy transmissions and transmis-
sions from that subset of nodes destructively interfere at the
critical sensor.

A further embodiment of the foregoing method, further
comprising selecting amplitudes for transmissions from the
nodes together with phase shifts, so as to produce net
destructive interference at the critical sensor.

A sensor system comprising: a critical sensor; a plurality
of transmission-capable nodes, the transmission-capable
nodes comprising: a wireless controller; and a wireless node
in communication with the controller; wherein interference
is suppressed at the critical sensor the according to the
method of claim 1.

A sensor system comprising: a critical sensor; a plurality
of transmission-capable nodes, the transmission-capable
nodes comprising: a wireless controller; and a wireless node
in communication with the controller; wherein interference
is suppressed at the critical sensor the according to the
method of claim 1.

The sensor system of the preceding paragraph can option-
ally include, additionally and/or alternatively, any one or
more of the following features, configurations and/or addi-
tional components:

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the wireless controller and the wireless node com-
municate on an electromagnetic frequency band shared by
the critical sensor.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the frequency band is 4.2-4.6 GHz.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the sensor system is situated on an aircraft.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the steps of estimating phase shifts for transmis-
sions from the nodes, and adjusting the phase shifts based on
the sensed aggregate electromagnetic signal are performed
by the wireless controller.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
further comprising a critical location interference sensor
situated at the critical sensor, and wherein the step of sensing
aggregate electromagnetic signal from the nodes at the
critical sensor is performed by the critical location interfer-
ence sensor.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the critical location interference sensor is a tempo-
rary sensor present in the sensor system only for the duration
of the method.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the critical location interference sensor is a perma-
nent sensor situated at the critical sensor at all times.
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A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the method further comprises detecting changes in
positions of the nodes using the permanent critical location
interference sensor.

A further embodiment of the foregoing sensor system,
wherein the steps of estimating phase shifts for transmis-
sions from the nodes, sensing aggregate electromagnetic
signal from the nodes, and adjusting the phase shifts based
on the sensed aggregate electromagnetic signal are all reini-
tiated upon detection of a change in position of the nodes.

Summation

Any relative terms or terms of degree used herein, such as
“substantially”, “essentially”, “generally”, “approximately”
and the like, should be interpreted in accordance with and
subject to any applicable definitions or limits expressly
stated herein. In all instances, any relative terms or terms of
degree used herein should be interpreted to broadly encom-
pass any relevant disclosed embodiments as well as such
ranges or variations as would be understood by a person of
ordinary skill in the art in view of the entirety of the present
disclosure, such as to encompass ordinary manufacturing
tolerance variations, incidental alignment variations, align-
ment or shape variations induced by thermal, rotational or
vibrational operational conditions, and the like.

While the invention has been described with reference to
an exemplary embodiment(s), it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended
that the invention not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment(s) disclosed, but that the invention will include all
embodiments falling within the scope of the appended
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for suppressing interference at a critical
sensor situated within a system having a plurality of trans-
mission-capable nodes, the method comprising:

three-dimensionally mapping the system;

estimating phase shifts for transmissions from the nodes

to produce net destructive interference at the critical
sensor, based on the three-dimensional mapping of the
system,

sensing aggregate electromagnetic signal from the nodes

at the critical sensor; and

adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed aggregate

electromagnetic signal.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein three-dimensionally
mapping the system comprises identifying a three-dimen-
sional location of the critical sensor and of each of the
plurality of transmission-capable nodes within the system.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein three-dimensionally
mapping the system further comprises three-dimensionally
mapping background structures capable of signal refraction
or attenuation.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein adjusting the phase
shifts based on the sensed aggregate electromagnetic signal
is performed according to an algorithm selected from a
group consisting of deterministic algorithms, stochastic
algorithms, artificial intelligence algorithms, and combina-
tions of deterministic, stochastic, and artificial intelligence
algorithms.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein sensing aggregate
electromagnetic signal and adjusting the phase shifts based
on the sensed aggregate electromagnetic signal comprise
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iteratively adjusting a phase shift of at least one of the nodes,
and sensing resulting aggregate electromagnetic signal at the
sensor, until the aggregate electromagnetic signal is less than
a threshold value selected based on a sensitivity of the
critical threshold.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein sensing aggregate
electromagnetic signal comprises positioning a temporary
critical location interference sensor at a location of the
critical sensor, the method further comprising:

removing the temporary critical location interference sen-

sor after adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed
aggregate electromagnetic signal.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the sensor is an
altimeter that operates by emitting encoded electromagnetic
pulses, receiving reflections of the encoded electromagnetic
pulses, and measuring a time-of-flight between emission and
reception of the encoded electromagnetic pulses.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

identifying a plurality of subsets of the nodes expected to

be simultaneously active, and

wherein the steps of three-dimensionally mapping the

system, estimating phase shifts, sensing aggregate elec-
tromagnetic signal, and adjusting the phase shifts based
on the sensed aggregate electromagnetic signal are all
performed separately for each subset of the nodes
expected to be simultaneously active.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein for at least some of the
subsets of nodes, estimating phase shifts from the nodes to
produce net destructive interference at the critical sensor
comprises providing dummy transmissions from one of the
plurality of nodes outside of that subset of nodes, such that
the dummy transmissions and transmissions from that subset
of nodes destructively interfere at the critical sensor.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting
amplitudes for transmissions from the nodes together with
phase shifts, so as to produce net destructive interference at
the critical sensor.

11. A sensor system comprising:

a critical sensor;

a plurality of transmission-capable nodes, the transmis-

sion-capable nodes comprising:

a wireless controller; and

a wireless node in communication with the controller;
wherein interference is suppressed at the critical sensor

the according to the method of claim 1.

12. The sensor system of claim 11, wherein the wireless
controller and the wireless node communicate on an elec-
tromagnetic frequency band shared by the critical sensor.

13. The sensor system of claim 12, wherein the frequency
band is 4.2-4.6 GHz.

14. The sensor system of claim 11, wherein the sensor
system is situated on an aircraft.

15. The sensor system of claim 11, wherein the steps of
estimating phase shifts for transmissions from the nodes,
and adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed aggregate
electromagnetic signal are performed by the wireless con-
troller.

16. The sensor system of claim 11, further comprising a
critical location interference sensor situated at the critical
sensor, and wherein the step of sensing aggregate electro-
magnetic signal from the nodes at the critical sensor is
performed by the critical location interference sensor.

17. The sensor system of claim 16, wherein the critical
location interference sensor is a temporary sensor present in
the sensor system only for the duration of the method.
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18. The sensor system of claim 17, wherein the critical
location interference sensor is a permanent sensor situated at
the critical sensor at all times.

19. The sensor system of claim 18, wherein the method
further comprises detecting changes in positions of the
nodes using the permanent critical location interference
sensor.

20. The sensor system of claim 19, wherein the steps of
estimating phase shifts for transmissions from the nodes,
sensing aggregate electromagnetic signal from the nodes,
and adjusting the phase shifts based on the sensed aggregate
electromagnetic signal are all reinitiated upon detection of a
change in position of the nodes.
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