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1
METHOD FOR COUPLING FLIGHT PLAN
AND FLIGHT PATH USING ADS-B
INFORMATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a U.S. National Phase of
International Patent Application Serial No. PCT/KR2014/
011550, entitled “METHOD FOR COUPLING FLIGHT
PLAN AND FLIGHT PATH USING ADS-B INFORMA-
TION,” filed on Nov. 28, 2014. International Patent Appli-
cation Serial No. PCT/KR2014/011550 claims priority to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0167140, filed on
Nov. 27, 2014. The entire contents of each of the above-cited
applications are hereby incorporated by reference in their
entirety for all purposes.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a method for coupling a
flight plan and a flight path using ADS-B information, and
more specifically to a method for coupling a flight plan and
a flight path, wherein a flight data processing unit of an air
traffic control system or an arrival management system
separately and directly receives ADS-B information such
that the received ADS-B information can be used for cou-
pling a flight plan and a flight path of an aircraft.

BACKGROUND ART

An air traffic control system is a system that provides air
traffic control services for efficient and safe operation of an
aircraft and serves to provide an air traffic controller with
identification and display of an aircraft, display and distri-
bution of flight plan information, and flight safety warning
and process requirements of the air traffic controller.

As the technology related to the air traffic control system,
a technology for an integrated information processing sys-
tem for integrally processing radar-based surveillance infor-
mation, flight data, and information processing for air traffic
for aviation security strengthening has been disclosed in
Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 10-2013-0049365
(System for processing information of air traffic control).

On the other hand, for air traffic control, radar and next
generation surveillance sensors have been widely used now.
Among the next generation surveillance sensors, there is
representatively automatic dependent surveillance-broad-
cast (ADS-B). The ADS-B serves to periodically broadcast
an identification code, three-dimensional positions (latitude,
longitude, altitude), a speed, and other information of an
aircraft through a two-way wireless data link. Accordingly,
the ADS-B may minimize restrictions (communication
interruption due to a line of sight not ensured) of the aircraft,
improve an air traffic control function, prevent a collision
between aircrafts, and may very useful to allow aircrafts
equipped with the ADS-B sensors to conduct mutual sur-
veillance.

Due to the advantages described above, the technology
related to ADS-B is being developed day by day, and the
ADS-B information transmitted from the ADS-B sensor
includes more and more information.

Although the ADS-B information is very useful, due to
the configuration of the air traffic control system, the current
air traffic control system does not utilize all the ADS-B
information.
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2
RELATED ART DOCUMENT

Patent Document

Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 10-2013-
0049365 (“System for processing information of air traffic
control”)

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

An object of the present invention is to provide a method
for coupling a flight plan and a flight path using ADS-B
information capable of utilizing ADS-B information not
processed by a surveillance data processing unit and expand-
ing coupling coverage of the flight plan and the flight path
by allowing a flight data processing unit to receive the
ADS-B information.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
method for coupling a flight plan and a flight path using
ADS-B information capable of improving efficiency of
arrival scheduling of aircrafts by performing coupling
between a flight plan and a flight path using ADS-B infor-
mation in advance.

Technical Solution

In one general aspect, a method for coupling a flight plan
and a flight path using automatic dependent surveillance-
broadcast (ADS-B) information in an air traffic control
system for controlling traffic of an aircraft by including a
surveillance data processing unit providing a system track
that is a data estimating a position and a speed of the aircraft,
a flight data processing unit processing and managing data
related to the flight plan, and a display unit providing a
control screen to an air traffic controller, the method
includes: a) receiving, by the surveillance data processing
unit, radar information and the ADS-B information (ADS-B
track or ADS-B plot) and fusing the two information to
generate the system track (S100); b) receiving, by the flight
data processing unit, the system track from the surveillance
data processing unit and receiving the ADS-B information
separately from the surveillance data processing unit to
couple the flight path and the pre-stored flight plan (S200);
and c) receiving, by the display unit, the system track and the
flight plan to display a current flight state (S300).

The step b) may include: b-1) coupling the flight plan with
the system track using the secondary surveillance radar
(SSR) code of the system track (flight plan-system track), if
the flight data processing unit receives the system track
including the SSR code (S210); b-2) coupling the flight plan
with the ADS-B track using SSR code or Callsign of the
ADS-B track (flight plan-ADS-B track), if the flight data
processing unit receives the ADS-B track (S220); b-3)
coupling the flight plan with the ADS-B plot using the
Callsign of the ADS-B plot (flight plan-ADS-B plot), if the
flight data processing unit receives the ADS-B plot (S230);
and b-4) periodically determining, by the flight data pro-
cessing unit, whether there is the flight path (the system
track, the ADS-B track, or the ADS-B plot including the SSR
code) corresponding to the flight plan for each aircraft and
maintaining the coupling between the flight plan and the
flight path if there is the flight path matching the flight path
of the steps b-1 to b-3 (S240).

In the step b), a criterion on which the flight data
processing unit determines the number of aircrafts to be one
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may be at least any one of a track number of the system
track, a track number of the ADS-B track, the Callsign of the
ADS-B plot or the ADS-B track, and 24-bit ICAO Address.

In the step c), the display unit may receive the ADS-B
information separately from the surveillance data processing
unit and further may includes the received ADS-B informa-
tion in the system track and the flight plan to display the
current flight state.

In another general aspect, a method for coupling a flight
plan and a flight path using ADS-B information in an arrival
management system performing scheduling of aircrafts so
that the aircrafts arrive at a certain point within a flight
information region (FIR) at regular intervals, the method
includes: 1) receiving, by the surveillance data processing
unit, the radar information and the ADS-B information and
fusing the two information to generate a system track
(S1000); 2) receiving, by the arrival management system,
the system track from the surveillance data processing unit
and receiving the flight plan from the flight data processing
unit (S2000); 3) receiving, by the arrival management sys-
tem, the ADS-B information separately from the surveil-
lance data processing unit and coupling the flight path
including the received ADS-B information and the received
system track with the received flight plan (S3000); and 4)
generating the flight path of the aircraft using the coupled
flight plan and flight path to schedule an arrival interval
between the aircrafts (S4000).

In the step 3), the ADS-B information may be received
before the SSR code is issued and the Callsign included in
the ADS-B information may be used to couple between the
flight plan and the flight path.

Advantageous Effects

The method for coupling a flight plan and a flight path in
the air traffic control system according to the present inven-
tion simultaneously transmits the ADS-B information to the
surveillance data processing unit and the flight data process-
ing unit, such that the flight data processing unit continu-
ously couples the flight plan and the flight path in the aircraft
equipped with the ADS-B sensor even when the surveillance
data processing unit fails, thereby displaying the coupled
flight plan and flight path on the control screen.

In addition, according to the related art, if there is the
ADS-B information that is not fused into the system track by
the surveillance data processing unit, there is no way to
allow the flight data processing unit to use the corresponding
ADS-B information. However, according to the present
invention, the ADS-B information may be used as supple-
mentary system track to expand the coverage in which the
flight plan and the flight path are coupled.

In addition, according to the related art, all the ADS-B
information is not included in the system track and therefore
the flight data processing unit may not utilize all the ADS-B
information. However, the present invention may utilize a
lot of ADS-B information thoroughly.

Finally, the present invention utilized in the arrival man-
agement system may minimize the arrival delay by sched-
uling arrival intervals by checking the order of the aircrafts
scheduled to arrive at the domestic FIR in advance.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a schematic view showing a method for coupling
a flight plan and a flight path in the existing air traffic control
system.
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4

FIG. 2 is a schematic view showing a method for coupling
a flight plan and a flight path in an air traffic control system
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing a method for coupling
a flight plan and a flight path in an arrival management
system according to an exemplary embodiment of the pres-
ent invention.

BEST MODE

Hereinafter, a technical spirit of the present invention will
be described in more detail with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.

The accompanying drawings are only examples shown in
order to describe the technical idea of the present invention
in more detail. Therefore, the technical idea of the present
invention is not limited to shapes of the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a method for coupling
a flight plan and a flight path in the existing air traffic control
system.

To describe a method for coupling a flight plan and a flight
path according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention on the basis of a difference from the related art, the
related art will be described with reference to FIG. 1.

An air traffic control system largely includes a surveil-
lance data processing unit for providing a system track that
is data estimating a position and a speed of an aircraft and
a flight data processing unit 200 for processing and manag-
ing data related to a flight plan, and serves to control traffic
of the aircraft as described above.

As shown in FIG. 1, a surveillance data processing unit
100 fuses radar information and ADS-B information to
generate one system track and transmit the generated system
track to the flight data processing unit 200.

Specifically, the ADS-B information transmitted from the
ADS-B sensor of the aircraft is transmitted to an ADS-B
terrestrial station by wireless communication, in which the
data are transmitted to the surveillance data processing unit
100 of the air traffic control system using an ASTERIX Cat.
021 format that is the international standard data transmis-
sion format. The surveillance data processing unit 100 fuses
radar information generated by allowing radar to sense an
aircraft with the ADS-B information to estimate a position
and speed of the aircraft and transmit the estimated position
and speed to the flight data processing unit 200. In this way,
a flight path data in which the position and speed of the
aircraft are estimated by fusing ADS-B information and the
radar information is called a system track.

Specifically, the existing ADS-B information is informa-
tion in a form of ‘ASTERIX Cat. 021 Ed 0.23’ or ‘ASTERIX
Cat. 021 Ed 0.26” format, and includes only information at
the present time. The ADS-B information is called an
‘ADS-B plot’ that includes positions (latitude, longitude,
altitude) of the flight path, speed, acceleration, Callsign, or
the like.

In addition, the flight data processing unit 200 couples the
flight plan and the system track received from the surveil-
lance data processing unit 100 to generate the flight plan-
to-flight path coupling information, and relies on the system
track data upon the coupling. That is, the flight data pro-
cessing unit 200 couples the flight plan and the system track
by comparing a secondary surveillance radar (SSR) code of
the system track and the positions (latitude, longitude,
altitude) of the flight path.
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However, since the ADS-B plot which is the existing
ADS-B information does not include the SSR code and an
ADS-B track number used for coupling the flight plan and
the system track, the flight data processing unit 200 can not
couple the flight plan and the system track even if the
surveillance data processing unit 100 fuses the ADS-B plot
with the radar information to generate the system track.

Recently, the ADS-B system developed according to a
new standard uses a format version beyond ‘ASTERIX Cat.
021 Ed 1.0°, and further includes connection information
with the ADS-B plot at the previous time. The ADS-B
information is called ‘ADS-B track’. That is, the ADS-B
track further includes an SSR code, an ADS-B track number,
and the like in the ADS-B plot.

However, since the ADS-B information received by the
surveillance data processing unit 100 primarily aims to
provide the position information of the aircraft for the
system track generation, it is optional whether to include the
SSR code in the system track even if the ADS-B information
is the ADS-B track including the SSR code. Also, the ADS-B
track number is not included in the system track.

That is, typically, the ADS-B information is fused with the
radar information by the surveillance data processing unit
100, is provided to the flight data processing unit 200 after
being processed as the system track. It may cause that the
ADS-B information not included in the system track can not
be utilized.

Accordingly, as described above, the present invention
proposes to solve the problem that although the ADS-B
information includes more information as the ADS-B system
comes a long way, the ADS-B information is not appropri-
ately used for the coupling between the flight plan and the
flight path of the aircraft by the flight data processing unit
200.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic diagram of a method for
coupling a flight plan and a flight path in an air traffic control
system according to the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, the method for coupling a flight plan
and a flight path in an air traffic control system according to
the present invention includes step a (S100) of receiving, by
the surveillance data processing unit 100, the radar infor-
mation and the ADS-B information (ADS-B track or ADS-B
plot) and fusing the two information to generate the system
track, step b (S200) of receiving, by the flight data process-
ing unit 200, the system track from the surveillance data
processing unit 100 and receiving the ADS-B information
separately from the surveillance data processing unit 100 to
couple the flight path of the aircraft and the pre-stored flight
plan, and step ¢ (S300) of receiving, by the display unit 300,
the system track and the flight plan to display the current
flight state.

That is, in the air traffic control system, the present
invention increases the utilization of the received ADS-B
information by allowing the flight data processing unit 200
to directly receive the ADS-B information which has not
passed through the surveillance data processing unit 100 in
the step b. To this end, the existing flight data processing unit
200 receiving only the system track should be configured to
receive even the ADS-B information.

At this time, the criterion on which the flight data pro-
cessing unit 200 determines the number of aircrafts to be one
may be at least any one of a track number of the system
track, a track number of the ADS-B track, the Callsign of the
ADS-B plot or the ADS-B track, and 24-bit ICAO Address.
According to the related art, the number of aircrafts is
determined to be one based on the track number of the
system track, that is, when the track number of the system
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track matches. However, according to the present invention,
since the flight data processing unit 200 separately receives
the ADS-B information, as described above, the criterion for
determining the number of aircrafts to be one further
includes the track number of the ADS-B track, the Callsign
of'the ADS-B plot or the ADS-B track, and the 24-bit ICAO
Address.

Further, the 24-bit ICAO Address is the International
Civil Aviation Organization Address, such as a resident
registration number of an aircraft equipped with ADS-B
equipment, and is unique information for identifying an
aircraft.

Meanwhile, the step b includes steps b-1 to b-4. In step
b-1, if the flight data processing unit 200 receives the system
track including the SSR code, the flight plan is coupled with
the system track using the secondary surveillance radar
(SSR) code of the system track (flight plan-system track)
(S210). In step b-2, if the flight data processing unit 200
receives the ADS-B track, the flight plan is coupled with the
ADS-B track using SSR code or Callsign of the ADS-B track
(flight plan-ADS-B track) (S220). In step b-3, if the flight
data processing unit 200 receives the ADS-B plot, the flight
plan is coupled with the ADS-B plot using the Callsign of
the ADS-B plot (flight plan-ADS-B plot) (S230). In the last
step b-4, the flight data processing unit 200 periodically
determines whether there is the flight path of the aircraft
corresponding to the flight plan for each aircraft, that is, the
system track, the ADS-B track, or the ADS-B plot including
the SSR code and if there is the flight path matching the
flight path of the steps b-1 to b-3, the coupling between the
flight plan and the flight path is maintained (S240).

By the foregoing process, in the step b, the flight data
processing unit 200 performs the coupling between the flight
plan and the flight path. In the subsequent step c, the display
unit 300 receives the flight plan and the track number of the
system track from the flight data processing unit 200 and
receives the system track from the surveillance data pro-
cessing unit 100 to display the current flight path informa-
tion of the aircraft on the control screen.

In this case, according to the present invention, the
display unit 300 also receives the ADS-B information sepa-
rately from the surveillance data processing unit 100 and
further includes the received ADS-B information in the
system track and the flight plan to be able to display the
current flight state. In this case, the display unit 300 further
receives the ADS-B track number or the Callsign from the
flight data processing unit 200 together with the flight plan
and the track number of the system track, and couples them
with the received ADS-B information using them and dis-
plays them on the control screen. Accordingly, the air traffic
controller can identify a large number of flight path infor-
mation including the ADS-B information. At this time, the
reason why the display unit 300 receives the ADS-B infor-
mation separately from the flight data processing unit 200 is
to prepare for the case where the ADS-B information is not
properly coupled by the flight data processing unit 200.

As a result, the method for coupling a flight plan and a
flight path in the air traffic control system according to the
present invention simultaneously transmits the ADS-B
information to the surveillance data processing unit 100 and
the flight data processing unit 200, such that the flight data
processing unit 200 continuously couples the flight plan and
the flight path in the aircraft in which the ADS-B sensor is
mounted even when the surveillance data processing unit
100 fails, thereby displaying the coupled flight plan and
flight path on the control screen.
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In addition, according to the related art, if there is the
ADS-B information that is not fused into the system track by
the surveillance data processing unit 100, there is no way to
allow the flight data processing unit 200 to use the corre-
sponding ADS-B information. However, according to the
present invention, the ADS-B information may be supple-
mented in the system track to expand the coverage in which
the flight plan and the flight path are coupled.

In addition, according to the related art, even though the
SSR code is included in the system track and thus the flight
data processing unit 200 couples the system track and the
flight plan, since all the ADS-B information is not included
in the system track (representatively, the ADS-B track
number is not included in the system track), the flight data
processing unit 200 can not utilize all the ADS-B informa-
tion. However, the present invention can utilize a lot of
ADS-B information.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing a method for
coupling a flight plan and a flight path in an arrival man-
agement system 400 according to the present invention.
Hereinafter, the arrival management system 400 according
to the present invention will be described with reference to
FIG. 3.

The arrival management system 400 is a system for
scheduling of aircrafts so that the aircrafts arrive at a certain
point within a flight information region (FIR) at regular
intervals. The existing arrival management system 400
receives the flight plan and the flight path information
coupled by the flight data processing unit 200 to perform the
aircraft arrival scheduling.

In this case, as described above, the SSR code needs to be
included in the system track to generate flight plan and flight
path coupling information. The SSR code is a code assigned
at the moment that the aircraft enters the domestic FIR and
means a code issued to identify the corresponding aircraft
using the information collected by the secondary surveil-
lance radar.

According to the present invention, the arrival manage-
ment system 400 uses the ADS-B information to couple the
flight plan and the flight path in advance, thereby more
efficiently performing the aircraft arrival scheduling.

Specifically, according to the present invention, the
method for coupling a flight plan and a flight path using
ADS-B information in the arrival management system 400
includes a first step (S1000) of receiving, by the surveillance
data processing unit 100, the radar information and the
ADS-B information and fusing the two information to
generate the system track, a second step (S2000) of receiv-
ing, by the arrival management system 400, the system track
from the surveillance data processing unit 100 receiving the
flight plan from the flight data processing unit 200, a third
step (S3000) of receiving, by the arrival management system
400, the ADS-B information separately from the surveil-
lance data processing unit 100 and coupling the flight path
including the received ADS-B information and the received
system track with the received flight plan, and a fourth step
(S4000) of generating the flight path of the aircraft using the
coupled flight plan and flight path to schedule the arrival
interval between the aircrafts.

By using the fact that the SSR code is issued at the
moment that the aircraft enters the domestic FIR but the
Callsign is a data generated in advance when the flight plan
is submitted (at the entry into the domestic FIR or 3 hours
to five days before departure), the present invention receives
the ADS-B information before the SSR code is issued and
uses the Callsign included in the ADS-B information to
couple between the flight plan and the flight path, thereby
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more quickly processing the coupling than the coupling
using the existing SSR code. This assumes the situation that
the ADS-B sensor senses data out of the domestic FIR
coverage. The ADS-B information is gradually commercial-
ized by installing ADS-B sensors around the world.

Accordingly, according to the present invention, the
arrival management system 400 checks the order of the
aircrafts to be arrived at the domestic FIR in advance to
schedule the arrival interval, thereby minimizing the arrival
delay.

The present invention is not limited to the above-men-
tioned exemplary embodiments, and may be variously
applied, and may be variously modified without departing
from the gist of the present invention claimed in the claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF MAIN
ELEMENTS

100: Surveillance data processing unit

200: Flight data processing unit

300: Display unit

400: Arrival management system

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for coupling a flight plan and a flight path
using automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast (ADS-B)
information in an air traffic control system for controlling
traffic of an aircraft by including a surveillance data pro-
cessing unit providing a system track that is a data estimat-
ing a position and a speed of the aircraft, a flight data
processing unit processing and managing data related to the
flight plan, and a display unit providing a control screen to
an air traffic controller, the method comprising:

a) receiving, by the surveillance data processing unit,
radar information and the ADS-B information (ADS-B
track or ADS-B plot) and fusing the two information to
generate the system track including a secondary sur-
veillance radar (SSR) code;

b) receiving, by the flight data processing unit, the system
track from the surveillance data processing unit and
receiving the ADS-B information (ADS-B track or
ADS-B plot) separately from the surveillance data
processing unit to couple the flight path of the aircraft
included in the system track and the ADS-B informa-
tion and the pre-stored flight plan; and

¢) receiving, by the display unit, the system track and the
flight plan to display a current flight state,

wherein the step b) includes:

b-1) coupling the flight plan with the system track using
the SSR code of the system track (flight plan-system
track), if the flight data processing unit receives the
system track generated in the surveillance data process-
ing unit;

b-2) coupling the flight plan with the ADS-B track using
the SSR code or Callsign of the ADS-B track (flight
plan-ADS-B track), if the flight data processing unit
receives the ADS-B track separately from the surveil-
lance data processing unit;

b-3) coupling the flight plan with the ADS-B plot using
Callsign of the ADS-B plot (flight plan-ADS-B plot), if
the flight data processing unit receives the ADS-B plot
separately from the surveillance data processing unit;
and

b-4) periodically determining, by the flight data process-
ing unit, whether there is the flight path corresponding
to the flight plan for each aircraft, the flight path being
included in at least one selected from the system track
including the SSR code, the ADS-B track, and the
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ADS-B plot, and maintaining the coupling between the
flight plan and the flight path if there is the flight path
matching the flight path of the steps b-1 to b-3.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein in the step b), the flight
data processing unit determines the number of aircrafts to be
one when any one or more information is matched, the any
one or more information being selected from a track number
of the system track, a track number of the ADS-B track, the
Callsign of the ADS-B plot or the ADS-B track, and 24-bit
ICAO Address.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein in step c¢), the display
unit receives the ADS-B information separately from the
surveillance data processing unit and further includes the
received ADS-B information in the system track and the
flight plan to display the current flight state.

4. A method for coupling a flight plan and a flight path
using ADS-B information in an arrival management system
performing scheduling of aircrafts so that the aircrafts arrive
at a certain point within a flight information region (FIR) at
regular intervals, the method comprising:
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1) receiving, by a surveillance data processing unit, radar
information and the ADS-B information and fusing the
two information to generate a system track;

2) receiving, by an arrival management system, the sys-
tem track from the surveillance data processing unit
and receiving the flight plan from the flight data pro-
cessing unit;

3) receiving, by the arrival management system, the
ADS-B information separately from the surveillance
data processing unit and coupling the flight path includ-
ing the received ADS-B information and the received
system track with the received flight plan; and

4) generating the flight path of the aircraft using the
coupled flight plan and flight path to schedule an arrival
interval between the aircrafts,

wherein in the step 3), the ADS-B information is received
before an SSR code is issued and Callsign included in
the ADS-B information is used to couple between the
flight plan and the flight path.
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