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Start
502

y

Perform PAE calibration process
504

Perform NPAE-T calibration process
506

Perform NPAE-2 calibration process
508
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504
Start 660 /

Perform azimuth compression of M
frequency steps on the VPH data
602

Set up functional descriptions for optimization and
establishing an error model
604

Search for the optimuim coetficients of the Legendre polynomials
to determine the minimum My in the error mode] utilizing the
BFGS method

y

Calculate the estimated PAE using the optimum coefficients of
the error model and compensates for the PAE by applying the
estimated PAE to the azimuth compressed input data
608

610

( Proceed to sub-method 306 of FIG. 5
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506

Set up functional deseriptions for optimization and
establishing an error model
200

l

Search for the optimum coefficients of the Legendre polynomials
to determine the minimum QM in the error model utifizing the
BFGS method

Calculate the estimated NPAE using the optimum coefficients of
the error model and compensates for the NPAE for the order one
through O, by applying the estimated NPAE to the azimuth
compressed input data
904

Does
frequency step equal
M+1?
906

NO

YES 908

C Proceed to sub-method 508 of FIG. 3
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1000
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Set up functional descriptions for optimization and

> establishing an error model
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1
AMPLITUDE CALIBRATION OF A
STEPPED-CHIRP SIGNAL FOR A
SYNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with United States Government
(“USG”) support. The government has certain rights in the
invention.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/491,354, titled “PHASE CALIBRATION OF A
STEPPED-CHIRP SIGNAL FOR A SYNTHETIC APER-
TURE RADAR,” filed on Sep. 19, 2014, to inventor Kwang
M. Cho, which application issued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,952,313
on Apr. 24, 2018, which is herein incorporated by reference
in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure is generally related to radar sys-
tems and more specifically to correcting errors in Synthetic
Aperture Radar (“SAR”) data.

2. Related Art

Radar has long been used for military and non-military
purposes in a wide variety of applications such as imaging,
guidance, remote sensing and global positioning. A Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar (“SAR”) is a coherent mostly airborne
or spaceborne side-looking radar system (“SLAR”) which
utilizes the flight path of a moving platform (i.e., a vehicle
such as, for example an aircraft or satellite), on which the
SAR is located, to simulate an extremely large antenna or
aperture electronically, and that generates high-resolution
remote sensing imagery. Specifically, a SAR is used for
terrain mapping and/or remote sensing using a relatively
small antenna installed on the moving platform in the air.

The fact that a SAR may utilize a small antenna is a major
advantage over a SLAR because the beamwidth of the
radiation pattern of an antenna (generally known as the
“antenna beamwidth™) is inversely proportional to the
dimension of antenna aperture and, in general, the more
narrow the antenna beamwidth, the higher the potential
resolution of a scanned image of a target area. As such, the
image of the target area formed by a SLAR is poor in
azimuth resolution because the azimuth antenna beamwidth
has an angular resolution that is too broad to differentiate
between fine details at the same range within the target area.
Therefore for an SLAR, either an extremely large antenna or
very high frequency of operation (where the wavelengths are
so short that the radar must content with the effects of severe
attenuation in the atmosphere) needs to be utilized to pro-
duce high resolution images of target areas for direct terrain
mapping and/or remote sensing, which is unrealistic for a
radar system installed on a moving platform.

SAR solves the problems associated with SLAR by
utilizing a smaller antenna and signal processing. Unlike a
SLAR, a SAR is able to achieve the same effect of a large
antenna by transmitting an array of pulses using a small
aperture antenna and coherently processing the resulting
data reflected from the terrain for all transmitted pulses. In
general, SAR is a technique that utilizes signal processing to
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2

improve the resolution beyond the limitation of the physical
antenna aperture on the platform where the forward motion
of actual antenna is used to ‘synthesize’ a very long antenna.
As such, SAR allows the possibility of using longer wave-
lengths and still achieving good resolution with antennas
that have structures of reasonable size.

In an example of operation, the SAR moves with the
platform along a flight path over a target and transmits
successive pulses of radio waves to illuminate a target scene,
receives and records the echo (i.e., the radar return signal) of
each pulse, and then generates a high-resolution image of the
target scene from processing the received echo pulses. In
this way, the SAR works similar to a phased array system,
but contrary of a large number of the parallel antenna
elements of a phased array, the SAR uses one antenna in
time-multiplex. As such, the different geometric positions of
the antenna of the SAR, as a result of moving the platform,
simulate the antenna elements of a phased array.

The SAR transmits the pulses at pulse repetition fre-
quency (“PRF”) rate, which represents the number of pulses
that are transmitted by the SAR per second. The reciprocal
of RF is also known as the pulse collection period or
inter-pulse period. Each pulse is radiated (i.e., transmitted)
at the carrier frequency of operation of the SAR during a
transmit time (generally referred to as the pulse with
(“PW™)). The SAR then waits for the returning echoes (i.e.,
the radar return signals) during a listening, or rest, time and
then radiates the next pulse. The time between each trans-
mitted pulse is known as the pulse repetition time (“PRT”)
that represents the time between the beginning of one pulse
and the start of the next pulse.

Over time, individual transmit and receive cycles (having
a period of operation equal to the PRT) of pulses are
completed by the SAR with the data from each cycle being
stored electronically by a processor within the SAR. The
data includes all the radar returned signals, as amplitude and
phase values, for a time period “T” from a first position to
second position of the SAR along the flight path. At this
point, it is possible to reconstruct a radar return signal that
would have been obtained by an antenna of length v-T,
where “v” is the platform speed along the flight path.

The SAR then preforms signal processing on the stored
data. The signal processing utilizes the magnitudes and
phases of the received radar return signals over successive
pulses from elements of a synthetic aperture. After a given
number of cycles, the stored data is recombined (taking into
account the Doppler effects inherent in the different trans-
mitter to target geometry in each succeeding cycle) to create
a high resolution image of the terrain being over flown by
the SAR.

It is noted that as the line of sight direction changes along
the flight path of the platform of the SAR, a synthetic
aperture is produced by signal processing, where the signal
processing has the effect of artificially lengthening the
antenna of the SAR. As such, making T large makes the
“synthetic aperture” of the SAR antenna large and hence a
higher resolution of the SAR may be achieved.

In general, the SAR images produced by a SAR are
two-dimensional images that consist of range and cross-
range (i.e., the azimuth) direction values. It is appreciated by
those or ordinary skill in the art that the azimuth resolution
is inversely proportional to the collection period T during
which targets are illuminated by the antenna beam. There-
fore, a fine resolution in azimuth may be achieved by
increasing the array time for a spotlight mode or by reducing
the antenna aperture size for stripmap mode. Additionally,
the range resolution is inversely proportional to the band-
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width of the transmitted signal. As such, a fine resolution in
range may be achieved by increasing the bandwidth of
transmitted signal.

Unfortunately, although it is true that in theory the range
resolution may be improved by utilizing a wideband signal,
it is also true that, in practice, increasing the bandwidth of
transmitted signal beyond certain point is costly and difficult
to physically implement in reality. This is because typically
front-end hardware components in a radar system includes
filters, amplifiers, and an antenna—all of which generally
have degraded performance as the signal bandwidth of
operation increases.

One approach to avoid this problem has been to divide the
full desired wideband signal into a sequence of multiple
narrow sub-band signals and transmit the sub-band signals
in consecutive sub-pulses with stepped center frequencies.
Then, the received signals reflected from any backscatters,
for each transmitted pulse, are combined to produce a
composite received signal that is equivalent to a received
signal from a wideband signal that had been transmitted.

In SAR systems the most commonly utilized waveform
signals are linear frequency modulation (“LFM”) signals.
LFM signals are commonly referred to as “chirp modulation
signals.” They employ sinusoidal waveforms whose instan-
taneous frequency increases or decreases linearly over time.
It is appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that these
sinusoidal waveforms have advantages over other types of
waveforms and are commonly referred to as “linear chirps”
or simply “chirps.”

Specifically, in a mode called “step chirp” or “stepped-
chirp,” a stepped-chirp waveform is utilized to improve the
range resolution of an existing pulse compression radar such
as a SAR. The pulse is frequency modulated so as to help
resolve targets which may have overlapping returns and
where a desired full wideband signal is divided into multiple
narrow-band sub-bands with their center frequencies
stepped between them. The sub-band signals are sequen-
tially transmitted in sub-pulses. Then, the signals reflected
from backscatters on ground, from each transmitted sub-
pulse, are received and combined to synthesize a wideband
composite received signal that is utilized to produce a high
resolution SAR image. Generally, this technique is suitable
for obtaining high range resolution in a radar system that has
a limited instantaneous bandwidth, but a large tunable
bandwidth.

Although SAR images of high range resolution may be
obtained by utilizing a step chirp process, there is still a need
to avoid degradation of the image quality due to amplitude
and phase errors in the composite signal produced from all
the sub-pulses. Both amplitude and phase errors in the
composite signal may include periodic components which
are common to all steps and non-periodic components which
vary between steps. Additionally, amplitude and phase dis-
continuities may occur at the step boundaries of a stepped-
chirp waveform.

These errors are a problem in step chirp that can degrade
formed SAR image if not properly estimated and corrected.
In particular, periodic errors may cause undesirable paired
echoes in formed image. Additionally, the non-periodic
errors and amplitude and phase discontinuities also may
cause image degradation in sidelobe area of the impulse
response. Therefore, there is a need to estimate and correct
these amplitude and phase errors.

Attempts to solve this problem in the past include a
method for estimating the amplitude and phase error in
single-step signal as described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,999,724,
titled “Estimation and Correction Of Error In Synthetic
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Aperture Radar,” which issued Aug. 16, 2011 to inventor
Kwang M. Cho and is herein incorporated by reference in its
entirety. Unfortunately, this reference is limited in its dis-
closure to a single-step SAR and does not describe any way
of correcting for errors in a step-chirp SAR.

As such, there continues to be a need in the art for a
system and method to estimate and correct these amplitude
and phase errors in a step chirp SAR system.

SUMMARY

Disclosed is a Radar Calibration Processor (“RCP”) for
calibrating the amplitude of a stepped-chirp signal utilized
by a synthetic aperture radar (“SAR”). The RCP includes a
periodic amplitude error (“PAE”) calibrator, first non-peri-
odic amplitude error (“NPAE”) calibrator in signal commu-
nication with the PAE calibrator, and a second NPAE
calibrator in signal communication with the first NPAE
calibrator.

In an example of operation, the RCP preforms a method
that calibrates the amplitude of the stepped-chirp signal by
receiving SAR image data from an acquired radar target area
that was scanned with a SAR utilizing a plurality of stepped-
chirp signals and calibrating the amplitudes of the stepped-
chirp signals. The calibration of the amplitude is performed
by estimating the amplitude errors in the stepped-chirp
signals. The RCP performs this method by sequentially first
calibrating the SAR image data with the PAE calibrator to
remove periodic amplitude errors in the SAR image data.
The RCP then calibrates the PAE calibrated SAR image data
with the first NPAE calibrator to remove type-1 non-periodic
amplitude errors from the PAE calibrated SAR image data to
produce NPAE-1 calibrated SAR image data. The RCP then
calibrates the NPAE-1 calibrated SAR image data with the
second NPAE calibrator to remove type-2 non-periodic
amplitude errors from the NPAE-1 calibrated SAR image
data to produce NPAE-2 calibrated SAR image data. The
RCP then passes the NPAE-2 calibrated SAR image data to
other parts to the SAR for use in producing a SAR display
image.

Other devices, apparatus, systems, methods, features and
advantages of the invention will be or will become apparent
to one with skill in the art upon examination of the following
figures and detailed description. It is intended that all such
additional systems, methods, features and advantages be
included within this description, be within the scope of the
invention, and be protected by the accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The invention may be better understood by referring to
the following figures. The components in the figures are not
necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon
illustrating the principles of the invention. In the figures, like
reference numerals designate corresponding parts through-
out the different views.

FIG. 1A is diagram of an example of a synthetic aperture
radar (“SAR”) imaging system on an aircraft flying a course
along a flight path over a landmass in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 1B is a diagram of an example of a SAR imaging
system in an orbiting satellite in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example of an imple-
mentation of the SAR, of either FIG. 1A or 1B, having a
radar calibration processor (“RCP”) in accordance with the
present invention.
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FIG. 3 is a plot of an example of an implementation of a
stepped-chirp waveform in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example of an imple-
mentation of the radio frequency (“RF”) receiver, of FIG. 2,
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of an example of an implementation
of the method performed by the RCP in determining the
amplitude error in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an example of implementation of
the sub-method for preforming the PAE calibration shown in
FIG. 5 in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of an example of an implementation
of the sub-process for setting up the functional descriptions
shown in FIG. 6 in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a functional flow diagram describing the process
described in FIGS. 6 and 7 for the estimation of the periodic
amplitude error (“PAE”) in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of an example of implementation of
the sub-method for preforming the NPAE-1 calibration
shown in FIG. 5 in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of an example of an implementation
of the sub-process for setting up the functional descriptions
shown in FIG. 9 in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a functional flow diagram describing the
process described in FIGS. 9 and 10 for the estimation of the
type 1 non-periodic amplitude error (“NPAE-17) in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of an example of implementation
of the sub-method for preforming the NPAE-2 calibration
shown in FIG. 5 in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart of an example of an implementation
of the sub-process for setting up the functional descriptions
show in FIG. 12 in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a functional flow diagram describing the
process described in FIGS. 12 and 13 for the estimation of
the type 2 non-periodic amplitude error (“NPAE-2") in
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a plot of an example of implementation of
amplitude adjustment process in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram showing three processing
stages and constant amplitude error removal stage in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 17A is a plot of the initial input amplitude error
before PAE calibration as a function of amplitude versus
range frequency samples.

FIG. 17B is a plot of the residual amplitude error after
PAE calibration as a function of amplitude versus range
frequency samples.

FIG. 17C is a plot of the corresponding impulse response
(“IPR”) of the input amplitude error (shown in FIG. 17A) as
a function of amplitude versus range frequency samples.

FIG. 17D is a plot of the corresponding IPR of the residual
amplitude error after PAE calibration (shown in FIG. 17B)
as a function of amplitude versus range frequency samples.

FIG. 18A is a plot of the amplitude errors after the second
stage NPAE-1 calibration as a function of amplitude versus
range frequency samples.

FIG. 18B is a plot of the amplitude errors after the third
stage NPAE-2 calibration as a function of amplitude versus
range frequency samples.

FIG. 18C is a plot of the corresponding IPR prior to
NPAE-2 calibration but after NPAE-1 calibration as a func-
tion of amplitude versus range frequency samples.
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FIG. 18D is a plot of the corresponding IPR after NPAE-2
calibration as a function of amplitude versus range fre-
quency samples.

FIG. 19A is a plot of the actual and estimated PAE error
as function of amplitude versus range frequency samples.

FIG. 19B is a plot of the actual and estimated NPAE error
as function of amplitude versus range frequency samples.

FIG. 19C is a plot of the actual and estimated combined
PAE and NPAE errors as function of amplitude versus range
frequency samples.

FIG. 20A is a plot of the actual, estimated, and residual
total amplitude error with amplitude adjustments as a func-
tion of amplitude versus range frequency.

FIG. 20B is a plot of the corresponding IPR (of the plots
of FIG. 20A) before and after calibration as a function of
amplitude versus range frequency.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Disclosed is a Radar Calibration Processor (“RCP”) for
calibrating the amplitude of a stepped-chirp signal utilized
by a synthetic aperture radar (“SAR”). The RCP includes a
periodic amplitude error (“PAE”) calibrator, first non-peri-
odic amplitude error (“NPAE”) calibrator in signal commu-
nication with the PAE calibrator, and a second NPAE
calibrator in signal communication with the first NPAE
calibrator.

In an example of operation, the RCP preforms a method
that calibrates the amplitude of the stepped-chirp signal by
receiving SAR image data from an acquired radar target area
that was scanned with a SAR utilizing a plurality of stepped-
chirp signals and calibrating the amplitudes of the stepped-
chirp signals. The calibration of the amplitudes is performed
by estimating the amplitudes errors in the stepped-chirp
signals. The RCP performs this method by sequentially first
calibrating the SAR image data with the PAE calibrator to
remove periodic amplitude errors in the SAR image data.
The RCP then calibrates the PAE calibrated SAR image data
with the first NPAE calibrator to remove type-1 non-periodic
amplitude errors from the PAE calibrated SAR image data to
produce NPAE-1 calibrated SAR image data. The RCP then
calibrates the NPAE-1 calibrated SAR image data with the
second NPAE calibrator to remove type-2 non-periodic
amplitude errors from the NPAE-1 calibrated SAR image
data to produce NPAE-2 calibrated SAR image data. The
RCP then passes the NPAE-2 calibrated SAR image data to
other parts to the SAR for use in producing a SAR display
image.

FIGS. 1A and 1B show typical examples of applications
for a SAR system of two types of platforms that include
aircrafts or satellites. In FIG. 1A, the platform is an aircraft
100 that is shown flying over a landmass 102. Similarly, in
FIG. 1B, the platform is a satellite 104 that is shown flying
over a planetary body 106.

In FIG. 1A, the aircraft 100 is shown flying a course along
a flight path 108 at a constant altitude 110 with a nadir 112
directly beneath the aircraft 100. In an example of operation,
a SAR system (not shown) located on the aircraft 100
radiates (i.e., transmits) SAR radar signal pulses 114
obliquely at right angles to the direction 116 of flight along
the flight path 108. The SAR radar signal pulses 114 are
transmitted from a SAR antenna 118 (i.e., the ‘“real”
antenna) located on the aircraft 100 that has a relatively
small aperture size with a correspondingly small antenna
length. As the aircraft 100 moves along the flight path 108,
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the SAR synthesizes a SAR synthetic antenna 120 that has
a synthesized length 122 that is much longer than the length
of the real antenna 118.

As the SAR radar signal pulses 114 hit the landmass 102
they illuminate an area 124 (i.e., a footprint) of the landmass
102. The illuminated area 124 corresponds to a width 126
and 128 of the main beam of the real antenna 118 in an
along-track direction 130 and across-track direction 132 as
it intercepts the landmass 102. In this example, the along-
track direction 130 is parallel to the direction 116 of the
flight path 108 of the aircraft 100 and it represents the
azimuth 130 dimension for the SAR system. Similarly, the
across-track direction 132 is perpendicular to the flight path
108 of the aircraft 100 and it represents the range 134
dimension of the SAR system. It is appreciated by those of
ordinary skill in the art that in this example the width 128 of
the main beam along the across-track direction 132 is longer
than the width 126 along the azimuth 130 because the main
beam of the SAR radar signal pulse 114 is being radiated at
a look-down angle from the aircraft 100.

As the aircraft 100 travels along the flight path 108, the
illuminated area 124 defines a swath 136, having a swath
width 138, which is a strip along the surface of the landmass
102 that has been illuminated by the illuminated area 124
produced by the main beam of the real antenna 118. In this
example, the length 122 of the synthetic antenna 120 is
directly proportional to the range 134 in that as the range 134
increases, the length 122 of the synthetic antenna 120
increases.

Turning to FIG. 1B, an example of a SAR imaging system
in an orbiting satellite 104 is shown. In this example, the
satellite 104 is configured to capture SAR image data of a
planetary body 106 to generate a “stripmap” SAR image of
the planetary body 106. The orbiting satellite 104, as shown
in FIG. 1, is orbiting from a first position 142 along a course
144 (i.e., a flight path) toward a second position 146.

In an example of operation, the orbiting satellite 104, at
the first position 142, generates a pulse 148 through an
antenna (not shown) and receives a returned signal 150
resulting from the pulse 148 using the same antenna. The
pulse 148 is generated along a range 152 that represents a
line of sight between the orbiting satellite 104 and the
planetary body 106. The imaging data is collected for an
azimuth (i.e., the cross-range dimension) 154 that is per-
pendicular to the range 152 and generally parallel with the
course 144 of the orbiting satellite 104. In this example, the
pulse 148 may be configured to image an area 156 surround-
ing the azimuth 154.

As the orbiting satellite 104 travels along the course 144,
it will generate additional pulses and capture additional data.
At the second position 146, for example, the orbiting satel-
lite 104 may generate another pulse 160 that will result in an
additional returned signal 162. In this manner, the orbiting
satellite 104 may image a large area over which the course
144 of the orbiting satellite 104 extends over the planetary
body 106. If the course 144 of the orbiting satellite 104 is not
parallel with an equator of the planetary body 106, the
course 144 of the orbiting satellite may eventually cause the
orbiting satellite 104 to fly over an entire surface of the
planetary body 106, enabling the orbiting satellite 104 to
capture image data for the entire surface of the planetary
body 106.

In FIG. 2, a block diagram of an example of an imple-
mentation of a SAR 200 having a RCP 202 is shown in
accordance with the present invention. The SAR 200 may
include a waveform generator 204, frequency source 206,
transmitter 208, radio frequency (“RF”) receiver 210, cir-
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culator 212, antenna 214, intermediate frequency (“IF”)
processing unit 216, and analog-to-digital (“A/D”) module
218. In this example, the waveform generator 204 is in
signal communication with the transmitter 208 along signal
path 220. The frequency source 206 is in signal communi-
cation with both the transmitter 208 and RF receiver 210 via
signal path 222 and the circulator 212 is in signal commu-
nication with the transmitter 208, antenna 214, and RF
receiver 210 via signal paths 224, 226, and 228, respectively.
The RF receiver 210 is in signal communication with the IF
processing unit 216 and optionally with transmitter 208 via
signal paths 230 and 232, respectively. The A/D module 218
is in signal communication with the IF processing unit 216
and the RCP 202 via signal paths 234 and 236, respectively.

The RCP 202 may include an optional antenna gain
calibrator 238, PAE calibrator 240, first NPAE calibrator
242, and second NPAE calibrator 244. In this example, the
optional antenna gain calibrator is in signal communication
with the A/D module 218 and the PAE calibrator 240 via
signal paths 236 and 246, respectively. If optionally, there is
no antenna gain calibrator 238, the PAE calibrator 240
would be in signal communication with the A/D module 218
via signal path 236. The first NPAE calibrator 242 is in
signal communication with the PAE calibrator 240 and
second NPAE calibrator 244 via signal paths 248 and 250,
respectively. The second NPAE calibrator 244 may also be
in signal communication with a SAR image processor (not
shown) via signal path 252.

In an example, the waveform generator 204 is a device
that is configured to produce pulsed waveforms that are
passed to the transmitter 208 via signal path 220 for trans-
mission. Typically, the waveform generator 204 utilizes
pulse compression techniques to produce pulses for trans-
mission that are encoded in linear frequency modulated
(“FM”) chirps. The FM chirped pulses are transmitted a
pulse repetition frequency (“PRF”), which is the number of
pulses transmitted per second. The FM chirped waveform
pulses of extended duration reduce the peak transmitter
power without a reduction in average power transmission.
The chirp waveforms produced by the waveform generator
204 may still be too wide in bandwidth to provide sufficient
range resolution for the SAR. As such, in order to further
improve the range resolution of the SAR, the waveform
generator 204 may produce a plurality of stepped-chirp
waveform signals 254. In stepped-chirp operation, each
wide bandwidth chirp waveform may be divided in to
multiple sub-band chirp waveforms that have sub-bands that
are steps of the wide bandwidth chirp waveform. These
sub-band chirp waveforms (referred to as the stepped-chirp
waveforms) may be transmitted by the transmitter 208. Once
the reflected stepped-chirp signals are received by the RF
receiver 210, they may be combined to synthesis a wide
composite chirped signal that is similar to the original wide
bandwidth chirp waveform. This wide composite chirped
signal (herein also referred to as “composite chirped signal™)
may then be utilized to produce a high resolution SAR
image.

In FIG. 3, a plot 300 of a transmitted stepped-chirp
waveform 302 is shown as a function of frequency (“f.”)
304 versus time (“t”) 306. The transmitted stepped-chirp
waveform 302 has an instantaneous bandwidth 308 and
tunable bandwidth 310 as shown. Additionally, in this
example the transmitted stepped-chirp waveform 302 is
shown to have three steps 312, 314, and 316 having three
corresponding frequency sub-bands Af, 318, Af, 320, and
Af; 322, centered around three center frequencies f., 324,
f-, 326, and f; 328, respectively. The three center frequen-
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cies f, 324, f, 326, and f; 328 are spaced (i.e., stepped)
apart at a constant frequency spacing. The constant fre-
quency spacing is not related to the pulse repetition time
(“PRT”) of the complete chirp waveform (i.e., the complete
transmitted stepped-chirp waveform 302), which is the
inverse of PRF. From FIG. 3, it is appreciated that the
transmitted stepped-chirp waveform 302 has two disconti-
nuities 330 and 332 between the step boundaries 334 and
336 of steps one 312 and two 314 and the step boundaries
338 and 340 of steps two 314 and three 316, respectively. In
this example, the three steps 312, 314, and 316 are steps of
the wider stepped-chirped waveform signal 302 that has a
wide bandwidth Afy;,, 342 starting at a first frequency
(“f,,,.”) 344 and ending at a second frequency (“f,, ;") 346.
The £,,,,, 344 also corresponds to the start frequency of step
one 312 and f,, , 346 corresponds to the ending frequency of
step three 316. It is appreciated by those of ordinary skill in
the art that only three steps are shown in this example for the
convenience of illustration and that the transmitted stepped-
chirp waveform 302 may include a large number of steps
well beyond just three.

Turning back to FIG. 2, the waveform generator 204 may
produce the stepped-chirped signals 254 that are passed to
the transmitter 208. The transmitter 208 may be a standard
SAR type of transmitter that modulates and amplifies the
stepped-chirp signal 254 to produce a modulated stepped-
chirp signal 256 that is transmitted through the circulator
212 to the antenna 314 (via signal paths 224 and 226) and
radiated 258 to the target area (i.e., 124 or 156) being
scanned by the SAR 200. The transmitter uses a frequency
reference signal 260 to modulate the stepped-chirped signal
254. The frequency reference signal 260 is produced by the
frequency source 206 and passed to the transmitter 208 via
signal path 222. The frequency source 206 may be a standard
known SAR type of frequency source (such as, for example,
a local oscillator or frequency synthesizer) capable of pro-
ducing a high fidelity and stable frequency reference signal
260.

The RF receiver 210 may be a standard type of SAR
front-end receiver capable of receiving a return modulated
stepped-chirp signal 262 (via the antenna 214, signal path
226, the circulator 212, and signal path 228) and preforming
coherent detection of the return modulated stepped-chirp
signal 262. The RF receiver 210 may perform coherent
detection of the return modulated stepped-chirp signal 262
by demodulating directly to a baseband signal (i.e., a return
version of the stepped-chirped signal 254 in the case of the
RF receiver 210 having a direct conversion demodulator
(not shown)) or down-converting the return modulated
stepped-chirp signal 262 from an RF signal to a lower IF
frequency (i.e., in the case of the RF receiver 210 being a
super heterodyne receiver) that is easier to process by the
SAR. In the case of a super heterodyne type of RF receiver
210, the RF receiver may include a RF amplifier (not
shown), a frequency mixer (not shown), and a frequency
filter (not shown). The RF amplifier is configured to receive
the return modulated stepped-chirp signal 262, amplify it
with enough gain so that it may be properly heterodyned
(i.e., mixed) by the mixer, and passing the amplified return
modulated stepped-chirp signal to the mixer. The mixer
would then mix the amplified return modulated stepped-
chirp signal with the frequency reference signal 260 to
produce a lower and higher frequency versions of the
amplified return modulated stepped-chirp signal plus other
harmonics. In this example, the frequency filter (such as, one
or more band-pass filters) would block the higher frequency
version and the harmonics to produce an IF return modu-
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lated stepped-chirp signal 264 which would be passed to the
IF processing unit 216 via signal path 230.

The RF receiver 210 may also optionally receive a test
signal 266 of the modulated stepped-chirp signal 256 via
signal path 232, which bypasses both the circulator 212 and
antenna 214. In this example, the transmitter 208 may
include a loopback test switch (not shown) that allows a test
signal 266 of the modulated stepped-chirp signal 256 to be
passed via signal path 232 instead of signal path 224.

It is appreciated by those or ordinary skill in the art that
the return modulated stepped-chirp signal 262 is only a
portion of a reflected signal (not shown) produced by back
scatter (i.e., an echo of a portion) of the transmitted 258
modulated stepped-chirp signal 256. As such, the return
modulated stepped-chirp signal 262 is a typically a low
power echo version of the modulated stepped-chirp signal
256 that includes (among others) Doppler, amplitude, and
phase errors.

In this example, the IF processing unit 216 may be a
component, module, or device capable of receiving the IF
return modulated stepped-chirp signal 264, amplifying, and
filtering the IF return modulated stepped-chirp signal 264 so
that a detector may convert the IF pulses into image pulses
that may be utilized to form the SAR image of the target area
scanned by the SAR 200. Optionally, the IF processing unit
216 may be in signal communication with the frequency
source 206 and/or the waveform generator 204 so as to
receive the frequency reference signal 260 and/or the
stepped-chirp signal 254. The IF processing unit 216 may be
a hardware device, software module, or both, running on a
processor (not shown), application specific integrated circuit
(“ASIC”), field-programmable gate array (“FPGA”), or
digital signal processor (“DSP”). The resulting processed IF
signal data 266 is passed to the A/D module 218.

The A/D module 218 receives the IF signal data 266 and
converts it to a digital data 268 that represents a video phase
history (“VPH”) of the IF signal data 266. The resulting
VPH data 268 is then passed to the RCP 202 via signal path
236. The VPH data 268 may be the data of a composite
signal of received stepped-chirp signals. It is appreciated
that that the A/D module 218 and IF processing unit 216 may
be combined into a single device, component, and/or mod-
ule.

In this example, the frequency dependent antenna gain
may need to be compensated because the antenna gain
changes with frequency as well as location (i.e., the angle to
the target area). It is appreciated that known techniques may
be utilized in compensating for the frequency dependent
antenna gain.

The RCP 202 receives the VPH data 268 and estimates the
periodic and non-periodic amplitude errors and calibrates
the VPH data 268 appropriately to produce amplitude cor-
rected VPH data 270 that may be passed to other SAR
imaging systems (not shown) via signal path 252. The RCP
202 may also optionally compensate the frequency depen-
dent antenna gain with optional antenna gain calibrator 238.

The VPH data 268 includes time, frequency, and phase
information that is indicative of range and azimuth (i.e.,
cross-range) information. Specifically, the SAR utilizes time
and frequency information to determine the range values of
the target area scanned by the SAR and utilizes the phase
difference between successive samples to determine the
azimuth values of the target area.

In determining the VPH data 268, the A/D module 218, IF
processing unit 216, or both, may also include a hardware
and/or software module that is capable of producing the
VPH data 268. In general, the VPH data 268 is three
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dimensional raw SAR data for range, azimuth, and elevation
of target data from the target area being scanned. Generally,
this raw data is collected in a polar coordinate format that
needs to be converted to rectangular coordinate format
before image processing may be performed. If the raw data
is thought of as described by as a range vector k,, that has an
elevation angle and azimuth angle, it may be converted to a
rectangular format of k, k,, and k, (utilizing a polar format
algorithm (“PFA”)) that represents the rectangular coordi-
nate projections of the k, range vector. In this example, the
k, represents the index number of the pulse of the return
signal (i.e., the range) and k, represents the spatial frequency
(i.e., range samples in each pulse return) of the return signal.

The RCP 202 receives the VPH data 268 and first pre-
forms a PAE calibration with the PAE calibrator 240 to
produce PAE calibrated data 272 that is passed to the first
NPAE calibrator 242. The first NPAE calibrator 242 (also
referred to herein as the NPAE-1 calibrator) performs an
NPAE calibration for type-1 non-periodic amplitude errors
(“NPAE-17) and produces NPAE-1 calibrated data 274 that
is passed to the second NPAE calibrator 244. The second
NPAE calibrator 244 (also referred to herein as the NPAE-1
calibrator) performs an NPAE calibration for type-2 non-
periodic amplitude errors (“NPAE-2”) and produces
NPAE-2 calibrated data that corresponds to the amplitude
corrected VPH data 270. The RCP 202 performs a combined
method that first estimates the PAE that is common in all
three types of amplitude errors (i.e., PAE, NPAE-1, and
NPAE-2) and then estimates the NPAE-1 and NPAE-2 errors
that vary between the steps of the chirp waveform contained
in the VPH data 268. The methods performed by the RCP
202 are parametric approaches that set the error models
utilizing Legendre polynomials and then determine the
coeflicients of the polynomial models that lead to best image
quality. Generally, the approach is based on the fact that
image quality is improved when amplitude error is reduced.

In an example of operation, the PAFE calibration includes
performing a search for the coefficients of an error model
that is common to all the steps in the VPH data 268 (which
is the data from the composite signal of all the steps of the
stepped-chirp signals) by applying the same error correction
to all the steps in the VPH data 268 to determine the best
quality of the image formed from the VPH data 268.

The NPAE-1 calibration includes performing a search for
the coefficients of another error model for all the steps in the
PAE calibrated data 272 to determine the best quality image
formed from the PAE calibrated data 272. The NPAE-1
calibration then produces the NPAE-1 calibrated data 274.
Since the 07 order (which is a constant value) amplitude
error does not affect the image quality within each step, this
error model may start from order one (i.e., 1 order). In this
example, the model of the amplitude error is based on the
Legendre polynomials with coefficients that are to be deter-
mined for the best image quality when the amplitude error
is corrected.

The NPAE-2 calibration takes the NPAE-1 calibrated data
274 and searches for the coefficients of a third error model
for all the steps in the NPAE-1 calibrated data 274 to
determine the best quality image formed from the NPAE-1
calibrated data 274.

The NPAE-2 calibration process includes estimates the
discontinuities between the steps after NPAE-1 calibration.
The process takes a pair of consecutive steps and estimates
a discontinuity between two steps by searching for the
amount of discontinuity that leads to an optimum image
quality metric (“IQM”) when compensated. Starting with
the first two steps, the process multiplies a scalar to the data
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in the second step and searches for the coefficient of the 0%
order term that leads to the best image quality with the
optimum weights from the concatenated data of two steps
with the amplitude adjusted second step. The composite
signal of two steps has the same amplitude as the first step
without an amplitude discontinuity at the step boundary
since it is the condition for the optimum IQM with weights
from the composite signal by concatenating the amplitude-
adjusted second step to the first step. Next, the process take
the updated data of the second step with the amplitude
adjustment and the new data from the third step and per-
forms the same process to align the 0 order amplitude of
the third step to that of the updated second step. This process
is repeated up to the last step to get all steps (of the NPAE-1
calibrated data 274) with the same constant amplitude after
adjustment. Since the constant amplitude from the second
step is adjusted to align to that of the firm step, the final
constant amplitude is that of the first step. To avoid the
potential amplitude offset that comes from the first step,
amplitude adjustments in all steps may be utilized for a
global correction of the constant amplitude after NPAE-2
calibration. The resulting amplitude corrected VPH data 270
is then output from the NPAE-2 calibrator 244.

Amplitude Error Model and Image Quality Metrics

The Legendre polynomial is widely used to decompose a
signal for its orthogonal property between different order
terms on the interval —1=<x<1. It can be generated recursively
as the following.

Po(x) =1,
Px)=x

(2n = 1)xPy1(x) = (n = )Py 2(x)
= p for

P,(x) n=2.

Using this approach, an amplitude error AA(k) may be
normalized by the expression A(x)=1+AA(k) and can be
modeled using Legendre polynomials of order N as

N
AA(x) = ZanPn(x) for —l=<x=<Il.
=0

In general, the image quality is best when there is no
amplitude error. As an example, low-order amplitude errors
cause point target image degradations around the target
image main-lobe and as the order of the amplitude errors
increase the image degradation generally moves toward the
farther sidelobe regions. Additionally, periodic amplitude
errors create paired echoes in the image.

In general, the image quality is better when the image
looks sharper and the image contrast is greater. Additionally,
uncertainty in the image decreases when the image gets
sharper and the image contrast increases.

Based on these properties, entropy may be utilized as an
IQM in analyzing the VPH data 268 for amplitude errors.
Entropy is a known metric for uncertainty measure that has
been utilized in the area of communication theory. It is
defined as follows

Mg = —Z Y(, jlogt(i, j) where (Equation #1)

iJ
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-continued

)
Yo D= S e
L4

for an image pixel z(i, j) at position (i, j). It is an IQM that
may be minimized. Another IQM that may be utilized is the
negated 4-norm function defined as follows

e = =L |z(i, Nt
T z(0)
i i
1
i
72kt )

for image pixel z(i, j) at position (i,j).

These two IQM functions may be utilized for searching
for the coefficients of the amplitude error models described
above in the PAE, NPAE-1, and NPAE-2 calibrations. The
amplitude error models are modeled utilizing the Legendre
polynomials and using an optimization function to minimize
one of the two IQMs with the proper setting for the error
application and image formation. The Broyden-Fletcher-
Goldfarb-Shanno (“BFGS”) algorithm may be utilized as an
optimization function because it is a known iterative method
for solving unconstrained nonlinear optimization problems.
In general, the term optimization includes finding “best
available” values of some objective function (i.e., in this
case an IQM) given a defined domain (or a set of constraints)
that may include a variety of different types of objective
functions and different types of domains.

In this example, since the low-order amplitude error is
generally dominant in each step, degradation due to ampli-
tude errors occur near the main-lobe of the VPH data 268.
As such, the 4-norm function IQM will perform better
because it puts greater weights on the image pixels in the
VPH data 268 that have higher intensities.

(Equation #2)
where

D=

Optimum Amplitude Weights

Unlike a phase error correction as described in the related
application titled “Puase Carmration OF A STEpPED-CHIRP
SioNaL For A SyNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR,” the correction of
the amplitude error in each step does not lead to an optimum
1IQM if the optimum weights are not used in NPAE calibra-
tion. For amplitude errors, the optimum IQM may be
reached only when the appropriate weights are applied. In
this example method, the process takes a direct and efficient
approach of applying the optimum weights in the dispersed
domain prior to conversion to an image. The optimum
weights from polynomial model are obtained using an
optimization routine for the selected objective function. The
weights are expressed using the Legendre polynomials as

N
W) =Y anPu®-1sy<l.
n=0

It is noted that in this example there are no odd-order
terms in the weights expression. For 4-norm IQM (i.e., M,
described by equation #2), the weight function modeled by
the even-order (i.e., 4% order) Legendre polynomials of
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order four is generally considered appropriate. As such, the
coeflicients of the polynomials of order four for negated
4-norm IQM are as follows:

44=0.9510; a,=-0.5878; and 2,=0.0318.

Similarly, the optimum weights for the entropy (i.e., My
described by equation #1) produce generally good results
using 4” order polynomial with the coefficients obtained as
follows:

ay=2.3574; ay=-1.5779; and 2,=0.0381.

Although one of these two optimum weights may be
utilized to estimate the amplitude error in all three of the
stages of calibration (i.e., PAE, NPAE-1, and NPAE-2 cali-
brations), entropy is generally preferable for the PAE and
NPAE-2 calibration because entropy is more sensitive to
changes in low intensity image data compared to 4-norm. As
such, the optimum weights for entropy are preferable for the
first and third stages of calibration (i.e., PAE and NPAE-2
calibrations). The non-periodic amplitude error in each step
may be estimated in the second stage (i.c., the NPAE-1
calibration) utilizing only the single step data in each step
when point-like targets are well spaced. In this case, the
4-norm and corresponding optimum weights is preferable in
the NPAE-1 calibration. However, it is noted, that when the
targets are not well spaced and the interferences between
targets become severe, using the data in each step only does
not produce acceptable results. In this case, it is preferable
to apply the optimum weights for entropy to composite data
from all steps during the optimization process for the
estimation of the non-periodic error in each step. Using
wideband data by concatenating all the steps helps reducing
the target interference due to enhanced resolution as well as
improving the signal-to-noise ratio (“SNR”).

Input Data for the Calibration of Amplitude

There are two types of input data that can be considered
for the estimation of the amplitude error in a stepped-chirp
signal. The first one is the internally generated loopback
signal (i.e., test signal 266) by bypassing antenna 214 and
circulator 212. The internally generated loopback signal is a
high fidelity signal with a very high SNR that has not been
radiated and received by antenna 214. However, since the
antenna 214 has been bypassed, it does not include the phase
error and/or amplitude error contributions from antenna 214.
The RCP 202 may be configured to produce a separate
estimation of periodic and non-periodic amplitude error
components from the measured loopback signal 266.

The second type of input data is the return signal (i.e., the
return modulated stepped-chirp signal 262) of the transmit-
ted stepped-chirp pulses (i.e., the modulated stepped-chirp
signal 256). As discussed earlier, since the amplitude and
phase of the antenna gain changes with frequency as well as
location (angle), proper compensation of antenna gain may
be required. The compensation may be performed by the
optional antenna gain calibrator 238. In this example, the
amplitude calibration is performed on the data after com-
pensating for the spatially and spectrally variant antenna
gain.

As discussed earlier, since the collected chirp pulses are
laid out in a radial direction in the spatial-frequency domain
for polar format processing (i.e., a range vector k that has
an elevation angle and azimuth angle), the step boundaries
are curved. Additionally, for image formation, the collected
data needs to be interpolated as data samples on a rectan-
gular grid (i.e., k,, k, for a two-dimensional image). Unfor-
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tunately, this results in the step boundaries in the range
frequency not being lined up when inverse processing is
performed on the azimuth-compressed data from the gain-
compensated image. However, since the crossing of the step
boundaries is usually not that large, the step-to-step ampli-
tude error and amplitude error may be estimated (approxi-
mately) from the gain-compensated data utilizing the present
described calibration methods and this correction may be
performed on the same data set.

If the curvature of the step boundary is not negligibly
small (in the case of large SAR collection angle and band-
width for ultra-high resolution), a limited portion of the
collected pulses around the mid-array point may be utilized
for the estimation of the amplitude error and amplitude error
with accurate step boundaries.

Estimation of the Amplitude Error

As discussed earlier, the amplitude error of the stepped-
chirp signal may be separated into periodic and non-periodic
components, which have already been denoted as PAE and
NPAE, respectively. The PAE is the repeatable amplitude
error that is common to all steps due mainly to the hardware
characteristics in the IF signal path. NPAE is the amplitude
error that unique in each step and that is mainly caused by
the hardware in the RF signal path. The IF signal path is the
post mixing signal path, where the mixer (not shown) would
be an RF mixer located in the RF receiver 210.

In FIG. 4, a block diagram of an example of an imple-
mentation of an RF receiver 400 is shown in accordance
with the present invention. The RF receiver 400 is an
example of an implementation of the RF receiver 210 shown
in FIG. 2 and as such is in signal communication with the
circulator 212 and IF processing unit 216 via signal paths
228 and 230, respectively. The RF receiver 400 may include
an RF amplifier 402, RF mixer 404, and one or more
band-pass filters 406. In this example, the RF mixer 404 is
in signal communication with both the RF amplifier 402 and
band-pass filter(s) via signal paths 408 and 410, respectively.

In an example of operation, as described earlier, the RF
amplifier 402 receives the return modulated stepped-chirp
signal 262 and amplifies it to produce an amplified return
modulated stepped-chirp signal 412 that is passed to the RF
mixer 404. The RF mixer 404 mixes the amplified return
modulated stepped-chirp signal 412 with the frequency
reference signal 260, from the frequency source 206, to
produce the lower and higher frequency versions 414 of the
amplified return modulated stepped-chirp signal 412 plus
other harmonics. The band-pass filter(s) 406 then receive the
mixed signal 414 and block the higher frequency version
and the harmonics to produce the IF return modulated
stepped-chirp signal 264 which is passed to the IF process-
ing unit 216 via signal path 230.

In this example, the IF signal path would start at signal
path 414 (i.e., post the RF mixer 404) and would continue
until signal path 236 into the RCP 202. In addition to
amplitude error caused by the common hardware in the IF
signal path, there may also be a common amplitude error
that contributes to the PAE that occurs in the RF signal path
(i.e., before the RF mixer 404 that includes the signal path
from the antenna 214 to signal path 408 after the RF
amplifier 402) but is independent from the RF bandwidth.
Again, as mention earlier, the NPAE is the amplitude error
that is unique in each step and is mainly caused by the
hardware in the RF signal path.

In FIG. 5, a flowchart 500 is shown of an example of an
implementation of the method performed by the RCP 202 in
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determining the amplitude error. The flowchart 500 shows
that the method has three sub-methods (or calibration stages)
that are performed sequentially. Specifically, the process
starts 502 and the first sub-method 504 performed is the PAE
calibration process 504. The process then continues to the
second sub-method 506 and performs the NPAE-1 calibra-
tion process 506. The process then proceeds to the third
sub-method 508 and performs the NPAE-2 calibration pro-
cess 508. The process then ends 510.

Turning to the NPAE, as mentioned earlier, the NPAE is
the amplitude error that is unique in each step. It is mainly
caused by the hardware in the RF signal path. Since the PAE
and NPAE are mixed in range-frequency data, the amplitude
error may be estimated and compensated in a selected
central data block of the VPH data 268 in a sequential
manner for VPH data 268 of real collection data from the
return modulated stepped-chirp signal 262 or in whole
collected pulses in a sequential manner for the input type 2
amplitude errors from the real collection. In this example,
the range frequency is the dimension converted from the
range in the spatial domain, which is done by taking an
inverse Fourier transform of the VPH data 268 in a matched
filter approach. The azimuth compressed data may be
expressed with two amplitude components for the range
frequency index (“k”) in step “m.” In this example, m
represents the index of the total number of steps “M” in the
chirped signal.

Onmitting the azimuth index for simplicity, the normalized
total amplitude with PAE and NPAE applied successively
may be expressed by

A, )= 1+ALE ()] [14+A4,E ().

Then, total amplitude error can be expressed from two
decomposed errors as

AAm(k):AAPAE(k)+AAmNPAE(k)+AAPAE(k)_AAmNPAE
).

In this example, the separation of the amplitude error into
periodic and non-periodic components may be useful to
understand and diagnose error contributions through RF and
IF paths.

PAE Calibration

The PAE calibration is the first stage of calibration. In the
PAE calibration process, the PAE is estimated by searching
for the coefficients of the common amplitude error model
that leads to a minimum IQM of the formed image from the
composite signal when the calculated common amplitude
error from the error model is compensated in the range-
frequency domain for each step. The search for the optimum
coeflicients of the amplitude error model may be accom-
plished utilizing, for example, the efficient multidimensional
optimization method of the BFGS.

The PAE, which is common for all of the steps, is
expressed using the Legendre polynomials starting from
order one to order O,,,, as follows

Opae
AAPE( = APy = 3 aiPilly
i=1

All the polynomial terms that affect the quality of the
image formed from the composite signal may be included as
shown in this expression starting from order one. In this
expression, the “O,,.” term is the maximum order of the
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polynomials that can be set to a reasonable number based on
an anticipated amplitude error profile—for example, the
O, may have a value equal to 5. In this analysis it is noted
that the maximum order of the amplitude error than may be
estimated in a composite signal is approximately M times
O, since the estimated periodic amplitude error is repeated
through all steps.

For the orthogonality of the Legendre polynomial, the
range of the index k value is limited to —1<ks<1. To align the
collected data to the amplitude value to be applied using
Legendre polynomial, the conventional indices of range
frequency samples denoted by “k” are mapped to k by the

expression

2

k= oKD fork 0,1 K-1
_m( _T) ork=0,1,... , K-1.

In this expression, K represents the total number of range
frequency samples that is mapped to k such that k is equal
to 0 and K~1 maps to k=—1 and 1, respectively, because the
Legendre polynomials are orthogonal in this range. From
these expressions, it is noted that paired echoes appear when
the PAE is not fully compensated since it is periodic.
Therefore, it is necessary to use an IQM that is sensitive to
the intensity changes of the paired echoes. For this example
method, both M (described by equation #1) and M, (de-
scribed by equation #2) are acceptable with comparable
performances. Using typical weights such as Han (also
known as Hanning) or Taylor windowing (i.e., using a
window function) prior to a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”)
produces good results.

As discussed earlier, the first sub-method (the PAE cali-
bration 504 in FIG. 5) of the method performed by the RCP
in determining the amplitude error is described in FIG. 6. In
FIG. 6, a flowchart of an example of implementation of the
sub-method for preforming the PAE calibration 504 is
shown in accordance with the present invention. The process
starts 600 by performing an azimuth compression of M
frequency steps on the VPH data in step 602. Then func-
tional descriptions are set up (i.e., defined) for optimization
and an error model is established in step 604. This step may
include multiple sub-steps that will be described in FIG. 7.
The process, in step 606, then searches for the optimum
coeflicients of the Legendre polynomials to determine the
minimum entropy M, in the error model utilizing the BFGS
method. Then, in step 608, the process calculates the esti-
mated PAE using the optimum coefficients of the error
model and compensates for the PAE by applying the esti-
mated PAE to the azimuth compressed input data. The
process then proceeds to the second sub-method of NPAE-1
calibration in step 610. The amplitude-compensated data
after the PAE processing in sub-method 504 is used as the
input for NPAE-1 processing in NPAE-1 calibration of step
610.

In FIG. 7, a flowchart of an example of an implementation
of the sub-process for setting up the functional descriptions
of step 604 is shown in accordance with the present inven-
tion. The process receives the azimuth compressed data from
step 602 and, in step 700, determines an expression of
AA™*E of order O, starting from order one for the ampli-
tude calculation using [Legendre polynomials with the length
equal to the number of samples in a step of the chirp signal.
The process, in step 702, then applies the same correction
amplitude to the azimuth compressed data of all the steps in
the range frequency. The process, in step 704, then applies
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an FFT after applying the window weights to the concat-
enated data in the range frequency for range compression.
The process then determines (in decision step 706) if all the
image azimuth pixels (generally known as “azimuth bins™)
have been processed, if not the process repeats steps 702 and
704 until all the azimuth bins have been processed. If all the
image azimuth pixels have been processed, the process, in
step 708, then determines the IQM from the processed
two-dimensional image, where the IQM is M, (described by
equation #1). The information is then passed to step 606
which searches for the optimum coefficients of the Legendre
polynomials to determine the minimum IQM in the error
model utilizing the BFGS method.

Turning to FIG. 8, a functional flow diagram 800 is shown
further describing the process described earlier by the flow-
charts shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 for the estimation of the PAE
in accordance with the present invention. In this example,
the azimuth compressed data {s,_,,} 802 is multiplied 804 by
a PAE common error correction value (“C™%”) 806 for all
m and concatenated into the composite data s,={s, ,/C™**}
808. Initially, the value of C** 806 is equal to 1. Window
weights are applied to the concatenated data of the compos-
ite signal in the frequency range and an FFT is applied (in
functional block 810). The process then determines the IQM
from the processed two-dimensional image, where the IQM
is entropy M (described by equation #1) in functional block
812. If the minimum M, is not reached (in decision block
814), the process searches (in function block 816) for the
optimum coeflicients of the Legendre polynomials to deter-
mine the minimum M, in the error model utilizing the BFGS
method. Specifically, the process searches for difference
values of the coefficients (“Aa,”) and updates the coeflicients
(“a,”) by applying the difference values to the earlier coef-
ficient, i.e., a,=a,+Aa,. The updated coeflicients are utilized,
in functional block 818, to determine the PAE amplitude
error per the earlier described expression

Opae
AAPPE = Z aiPi(k).
i=1

The C™F# is then updated by the relationship C##=1+
AAT*E and the new C™* 806 is multiplied 804 against the
azimuth compressed data {s,,,} 802 and functional flow
process repeats until the minimum M, is reached (in deci-
sion block 814), the process then produces the optimized
coeflicient values {a,} 820.

NPAE Calibration

The NPAE calibration is the second and third stage of
calibration. The estimation of NPAE is divided into two
stages because the way they affect the image is different and
hence needs to be estimated in two separate stages.

1. NPAE-1 Calibration

The NPAE-1 calibration is the first part of NPAE pro-
cessing for the error orders one and higher that affect the
IQM of the image in each step. Since the constant amplitude
errors of the 07 order do not degrade the image quality in
each step within the chirp signal, they cannot be estimated
by optimizing the IQM of the image in each step. As such,
they will be handled in the next stage, i.e., the NPAE-2
processing stage.
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Similar to the model for PAE, the non-periodic amplitude
error model utilized for NPAE-1 is expressed by (starting
from order 1)

Onpae
AP R = 3 aPi).
i=1

The amplitude errors vary between steps in the chirp
signal as indicated by the subscript m in above expression
and the lowest order of the Legendre polynomial that is
equal to 1. Additionally, O,,,,, is the maximum order of the
polynomials that may be set to a reasonable number based
on the anticipated amplitude error profile. In this example
0,4 may be set to a value equal to 5. It is noted that
compared to the related application titled “PHase CALBRATION
Or A STEPPED-CHIRP SIGNAL FOR A SYNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR,”
there are two main differences compared to the estimation of
the non-periodic phase error.

The first one is the minimum order that affects IQM. In
general, linear (first-order) phase error causes an image shift
with no effect on the IQM; however, linear amplitude error
affects the IQM. Therefore, unlike the phase error model, the
amplitude error model starts from order one. The second
difference is the usage of optimum weights for the estima-
tion of amplitude error as discussed earlier in the optimum
amplitude weights section.

In this approach, when sufficiently spaced point-like tar-
gets are utilized to estimate the amplitude error in each step,
using the data in each step only with optimum weights for
4-norm (i.e., M,) generally produces good results because
the low-order amplitude error mainly affects the image near
the mainlobe. However, if interferences between targets are
not negligible, the composite data from all steps needs to be
used during the search process for the amplitude error
estimation in each step. In this case, entropy My is used as
an objective function and corresponding optimum weights
need to be applied to the composite data during the optimi-
zation process.

As discussed earlier, the second sub-method (the NPAE-1
calibration 506 in FIG. 5) of the method performed by the
RCP in determining the amplitude error is described in FIG.
9. In FIG. 9, a flowchart of an example of implementation
of the sub-method for preforming the NPAE-1 calibration
506 is shown in accordance with the present invention. The
process starts 610 by receiving the PAE corrected data for M
frequency steps after PAE processing (as was described in
FIG. 6). In this example, the dimensions of the PAE cor-
rected data are azimuth bins and range frequency. Then
functional descriptions are step up for optimization and an
error model is established in step 900. This step 900 may
include multiple sub-steps that will be described in FIG. 10.
The process, in step 902, then searches for the optimum
coeflicients of the Legendre polynomials to determine the
minimum IQM in the error model utilizing the BFGS
method. In this example, the IQM is generally entropy ME
or 4-norm M4 for sufficiently spaced reflectors. Then, in step
904, the process calculates the estimated NPAE using the
optimum coefficients of the error model and compensates for
the NPAE for the order one through O, . by applying the
estimated NPAE to the azimuth compressed input data that
has been PAE corrected (i.e., the PAE corrected data). The
process between steps 900 and 904 is repeated for all the
frequency steps in the chirp signal, which include step 1
through step M. Once all M steps have been processed, the
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decision step 906 (determines that the loop value is equal to
M+1) passes the NPAE-1 corrected data to next sub-method
508 for calibration of the NPAE-2 amplitude errors.

In FIG. 10, a flowchart of an example of an implemen-
tation of the sub-process for setting up the functional
descriptions of step 900 is shown in accordance with the
present invention. The process receives the PAE corrected
data for M frequency steps after PAE processing from step
610 and, in step 1000, determines an expression of
AA PMPPEL of order O, starting from order one for the
amplitude calculation using Legendre polynomials with the
length equal to the number of samples in a step of the chirp
signal. The process, in step 1002, then applies the correction
amplitude to the azimuth compressed data of a step in the
range frequency. The process, in step 1004, then applies an
FFT after applying the window weights to the concatenated
data in the frequency range for range compression. For a
scene with sufficiently spaced point-like targets, the opti-
mum weights for 4-norm M, can be applied to the data in the
current step. Otherwise, the optimum weights for entropy
M, are applied to the composite data from all steps.

The process then determines (in decision step 1006) if all
the azimuth bins have been processed, if not the process
repeats steps 1002 and 1004 until all the azimuth bins have
been processed. Once all the azimuth bins have been pro-
cessed, the process, in step 1008, then determines the IQM
from the processed two-dimensional image, where the IQM
may be entropy My (described by equation #1) or M,
(described by equation #2) for sufficiently spaced reflectors.
The information is then passed to step 902 which searches
for the optimum coefficients of the Legendre polynomials to
determine the minimum IQM in the error model utilizing the
BFGS method.

Turning to FIG. 11, a functional flow diagram 1100 is
shown further describing the process described earlier by the
flowcharts shown in FIGS. 9 and 10 for the estimation of the
NPAE-1 is shown in accordance with the present invention.
In this example, the azimuth compressed data {s, ,} 1102 is
multiplied 1104 by a NPAE-1 error correction value
(“C, M*E17) 1106 and concatenated into the composite data
sk,m:sk,,,,C,,,NPAE'1 1108. Initially, the value of C, *&!
1106 is equal to 1. Window weights are applied to the
concatenated data of the composite signal in the frequency
range and an FFT is applied in functional block 1110. The
process then determines the IQM from the processed two-
dimensional image, where the IQM may be M, (described
by equation #1) or M, (described by equation #2) in func-
tional block 1112. If the minimum IQM is not reached (in
decision block 1114), the process searches (in function block
1116) for the optimum coeflicients of the Legendre polyno-
mials to determine the minimum IQM in the error model
utilizing the BFGS method. Specifically, the process
searches for difference values of the coeflicients (“Aa, ,,”
and updates the coeflicients (“a, ,,”) by applying the differ-
ence values to the earlier coeflicient, i.e., a, =3, ,+Aa, .
The updated coeflicients are utilized, in functional block
1118, to determine the NPAE-1 amplitude error per the
earlier described expression

Oppae
AANPPEL = 3 4 Pick).
i=1

The C,»*E! is then updated by the relationship
C,MHEI-14AA MHEL and the new C,,M#51 1106 is mul-
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tiplied 1104 against the azimuth compressed data {s,}
1102 and functional flow process repeats until the minimum
IQM is reached (in decision block 1114), the process then
produces the optimized coefficient values {a, ,,} 1120.

2. NPAE-2 Calibration

Although constant amplitude error does not affect image
quality within each step they do cause amplitude disconti-
nuities at step boundaries in the composite signal and
therefore the image quality is degraded if they are not
estimated and corrected prior to range compression. Since
constant amplitude error does not affect the image quality,
they cannot be estimated by observing changes in IQM in
each step. An approach to estimate relative constant errors to
suppress amplitude discontinuities at step boundaries is
based on entropy M of the image formed from the com-
posite signal of two consecutive frequency steps. Applying
a constant amplitude to the second half of the composite
signal that comes from the second step of the pairing leads
to changes in the quality of the image formed from the
composite signal with the modified second half. In principle,
the best image quality is obtained when the amplitude of the
second segment is aligned to that of the first one with the
same amplitude slope and no amplitude jump at the bound-
ary of data from two steps.

The NPAE-2 calibration processing begins by taking data
from the first two steps (PAE and NPAE-1 calibration) after
the correction of the non-periodic amplitude error of order
higher than zero in the NPAE-1 calibration. The process then
sets an amplitude expression with constant amplitude error
for the second frequency step. The amplitude is then applied
to the data from the second step, the composite signal is
generated from the two steps, and a Fourier transform is
performed with a proper window function to produce an
image. The process then searches for the optimum coeffi-
cients of the constant amplitude terms that lead to the
minimum IQM of the formed image. This process of param-
eter search is a one-dimensional optimization problem and
thus may be accomplished by a simple search algorithm
such as the Golden Section (“SC”) instead of the BFGS.

Next, the process updates the second half of the concat-
enated data by applying the amplitude (calculated using the
optimum coefficients) to the initial data from the second
step. This process is then repeated through the pairing of
consecutive steps for the rest of steps. More specifically, the
process takes the updated second step data with the modified
amplitude and the new third step data, performs an optimi-
zation process and then updates the third step data as was
done for second step in previous pairing with the first step.
This process is repeated until the pairing up to the last step
is completed. It should be noted that the amplitude of the
first step data (that is presumed approximately constant after
the processing for PAE and NPAE-1) is used as the reference
to get the amplitude of all the other steps aligned to.

To better illustrate this process, the third sub-method (the
NPAE-2 calibration 508 in FIG. 5) of the method performed
by the RCP in determining the amplitude error is described
in FIG. 12. In FIG. 12, a flowchart of an example of
implementation of the sub-method for preforming the
NPAE-2 calibration 508 is shown in accordance with the
present invention. The process 908 starts by receiving the
output data from NPAE-1 processing after correcting
NPAE-1 of order one through O,,,,.. This two-dimensional
data has the dimension of spatial azimuth and range fre-
quency. Then functional descriptions are set up for optimi-
zation and an error model is established in step 1200. This,
step 1200, may include multiple sub-steps that will be
described in FIG. 13.
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The process, in step 1202, then searches for optimum
constant amplitude value (“C,*52”) that leads to the
optimum IQM of the formed image utilizing either a GS
search or BFGS method.

The process between steps 1200 and 1202 is repeated to
align the amplitude of step two through M to step one by
pairing two consecutive steps. Once all M steps have been
processed, the decision step 1204 (determines that loop
value is equal to M) produces the resulting NPAE-2 cor-
rected data and the process ends 1206.

In FIG. 13, a flowchart of an example of an implemen-
tation of the sub-process for setting up the functional
descriptions of step 1200 is shown in accordance with the
present invention. The process receives the NPAE-1 cor-
rected data for M frequency steps after NPAE-1 processing
from step 908 and, in step 1300, takes two data segments
from the first two frequency steps for m-1 and m. Then, in
step 1302, it determines an expression for the optimum
constant amplitude value C,**%2, which is a scalar, and,
in step 1304, divides the azimuth compressed data of the
second step by C, 752 The process, in step 1306, then
applies optimum weights for entropy M, to the concatenated
data of two steps using the amplitude adjusted data of the
second step and takes the FFT for range compression. The
process then determines if all the azimuth bins have been
processed, in decision step 1308, if not the process repeats
steps 1302, 1304, and 1306 until all the azimuth bins have
been processed. If all the azimuth bins have been processed,
the process, in step 1310, then determines the IQM from the
processed two-dimensional image formed from the compos-
ite data of the two steps, where the IQM may be Mg
(described by equation #1). The information is then passed
to step 1202 which searches for the optimum C, %2 that
leads to the optimum IQM of the formed image utilizing
either a GS search or BFGS method.

Turning to FIG. 14, a functional flow diagram 1400 is
shown further describing the process described earlier by the
flowcharts shown in FIGS. 12 and 13 for the estimation of
the NPAE-2 is shown in accordance with the present inven-
tion. The functional flow shows NPAE-2 processing by
paring two steps starting with 8, ,=s,, for m equal to 2
through M.

In this example, the azimuth compressed data {s, .} 1402
is divided 1404 by a NPAE-2 amplitude error correction
value (“C,*£2") 1406 with the starting index value of m
equal to 2 and concatenated into the composite data s, 1408.
Initially, the value of C, %2 1406 is equal to 1. Optimum
weights are applied to the concatenated data of the compos-
ite signal in the frequency range and an FFT is applied in
functional block 1410. The process then determines the IQM
from the processed two-dimensional image, where the IQM
may be M (described by equation #1) in functional block
1412. If the minimum IQM is not reached (in decision block
1414), the process searches (in function block 1416) for the
optimum coeflicients of the Legendre polynomials to deter-
mine the minimum IQM in the error model utilizing the
BFGS method. Specifically, the process searches for differ-
ence values of the coeflicients (“Aa, ) and updates the
coeflicients (“a, ) by applying the difference values to the
earlier coeflicient, i.e., a, =4, ,+Aa, . The updated coef-
ficients are utilized, in functional block 1418, to determine
the NPAE-2 amplitude error per the expression and the
C,M*E2 is then updated by the relationship C, *52=1+
a, ,, and the new C,M*E-2 1406 is used to divide 1404 the
azimuth compressed data {s, ,} 1402 and the functional
flow process repeats until the minimum IQM is reached (in
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decision block 1414), the process then produces the opti-
mized coeflicient values a, ,, 1420 and updates §, ,,_,.

It is noted that in this example, the composite signal 1408
is a two-step composite signal and

Skm—1
Si = s
NPAE-2
Sin [ G

where

Stan-1 = Skt /(1 + Ggm-1)-

Once the minimum IQM values are reached in, decision
block 1414, §, ,,_, is updated and passed to the two-step
composite functional block 1408 to produce an updated
composite data.

The last part of the NPAE-2 calibration process adjusts the
constant amplitude of steps 2 through M to align them to the
first step to prevent jumps between steps. In general, if the
first step has large amplitude offset, the composite signal
after NPAE-2 calibration will have the same large amplitude
offset. This undesirable potential amplitude offset may be
reduced by utilizing the amplitude adjustment obtained in
NPAE-2 processing. Specifically, for the dividing scalar
C,M4E2 for steps m=2, 3, . . . M, the average amplitude
adjustment is expressed as

- 3
Cae = 57 2y

Once average amplitude adjustment C, . (also referred to

the amplitude offset scalar) is obtained, this constant gain is 3

applied to the output of the NPAE-2 calibration (“s™#£2”
earlier referred amplitude corrected VPH data 270) to adjust
the global amplitude adjustment for the final output as
expressed by

§VPAE-2

Saecal =

Cojfxer

Where s, represents the global amplitude adjustment for
the final output.

In FIG. 15, a plot 1500 of an example of implementation
of amplitude adjustment process is shown in accordance
with the present invention. The plot 1500 shows M example
steps plotted in normalized amplitude (“IS, /IS, ;117") 1502
versus range spatial-frequency 1504. Four example steps
(a5, 1506, a, , 1508, a, 5 1510, and a, », 1512) are shown at
different amplitude values with the first step 1506 a, , set to
a normalized amplitude value of zero. Additionally, three
step pairs (1514, 1516, and 1518) are also shown for
estimating a, .. In this example, the first step pair 1514 is
between step one 1506 and step two 1508. The second step
pair 1516 is between step two 1508 and step three 1510. The
third step pair 1518 is between step three 1510 and step four
(not shown). The number of step pairs would include all the
step pair up to step M-1 to and step M 1512. In this example,
steps two 1508, step three 1510, through step M 1512 are
shown originally in a group 1520 of amplitudes that corre-
spond to the amplitude values after the NPAE-1 calibration
but before NPAE-2 calibration. Once the data is processed
by the NPAE-2 calibration the amplitudes of all the steps
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(1506, 1508, 1510, and 1512 shown in a new group 1522)
have an amplitude that is equal to the amplitude of the first
step a5, 1506.

Utilizing the PAE and NPAE calibration methods, the
total estimated amplitude error (“AA. ") is obtained from
the estimates at the sequential calibration stages (i.e., the
PAE calibration, NPAE-1 calibration, and NPAE-2 calibra-
tion) where AA, % represents the estimated amplitude
error in the PAE calibration stage, AA 5! represents the
estimated amplitude error in the NPAE-1 calibration stage,
and AA . 5! represents the estimated amplitude error in
the NPAE-2 calibration stage. The expression for obtaining
the AA.,, is

(1 + AR+ AARRE D1+ AARRD) ) .

AAgy =
Est Coﬁxer

As an example, to help illustrate the functioning of three
processing stages and a constant amplitude adjustment
described above, FIG. 16 shows a functional block diagram
1600 showing the three processing stages (a PAE calibration
stage 1602, an NPAE-1 calibration stage 1604, and an
NPAE-2 calibration stage 1606) and constant amplitude
error removal stage 1608. The block diagram 1600 shows
five test points 1610, 1612, 1614, 1616, and 1618 that will
be discussed later. The first test point 1610 is prior to the first
stage PAE calibration 1602. The second test point 1612 is
after the first stage PAE calibration 1602 but prior to the
second stage NPAE-1 calibration 1602. The third test point
1614 is after the second stage NPAE-1 calibration 1604 but
prior to the third stage NPAE-2 calibration 1606. The fourth
test point 1616 is after the third stage NPAE-2 calibration
1606 but prior to the constant amplitude error removal stage
1608. The fifth test point 1618 is post the constant amplitude
error removal stage 1608. Using the block diagram 1600
described in FIG. 16, the effects of process on an applied
signal injected into the first stage 1602 may be described.

As such, a test signal with an arbitrarily generated ampli-
tude error that includes PAE and NPAE may be applied to
one-dimensional data to show the performance of the pres-
ently described method with intermediate results shown at
five test points 1610, 1612, 1614, 1616, and 1618. The
results are shown in FIGS. 17A through 18D.

FIG. 17A shows a plot 1700 of the initial input amplitude
error as a function of amplitude 1702 versus range frequency
samples 1704. FIGS. 17A and 17B show the amplitude with
errors before and after the first stage PAE calibration 1602
at test points 1610 and 1612. FIG. 17A shows a plot 1700 of
the amplitude before PAE calibration 1602 (i.e., at test point
1610) of order one through five. FIG. 17B shows a plot 1706
of'the amplitude after PAE calibration 1602 (i.e., at test point
1612) of order one through five. FIGS. 17C and 17D show
plots 1708 and 1710 of the corresponding impulse responses
(“IPRs”) that has been degraded due to the amplitude errors
as a function of amplitude 1712 versus range frequency
samples 1714. FIG. 17C shows the plot 1708 of the IPR
prior to PAE calibration 1602 (at test point 1610) with Taylor
weights. FIG. 17D shows the plot 1710 of the IPR after PAE
calibration 1602 (at test point 1612) with Taylor weights.

FIG. 18A through 18D show amplitude errors after the
second stage NPAE-1 calibration 1604 and after the third
stage NPAE-1 calibration 1604 at test points 1614 and 1616.
FIG. 18A shows a plot 1800 of the amplitude error after
second stage NPAE-1 calibration 1604 (at test point 1614) as
a function of amplitude 1802 versus range frequency
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samples 1804. FIG. 18B shows a plot 1806 of the amplitude
error after the third stage NPAE-2 calibration 1606 (at point
1616).

FIGS. 18C and 18D show plots 1808 and 1810 of the
corresponding IPRs that has been degraded due to the
amplitude errors as a function of amplitude 1812 (in deci-
bels) versus range frequency samples 1814. FIG. 18C shows
the plot 1808 of the IPR prior to NPAE-2 calibration 1606
(at test point 1614) with Taylor weights but after NPAE-1
calibration 1604. FIG. 18D shows the plot 1810 of the IPR
after NPAE-2 calibration 1606 (at test point 1616) with
Taylor weights. In this example, the weight may be -40 dB
Taylor weights.

From these results for the test signal, it is appreciated that
in FIG. 18B an amplitude offset is seen of about 0.05 without
a constant amplitude adjustment. The value seen is about
1.05 1816 but the amplitude 1816 is normalized to the value
of 1 so the difference is 0.05. From the results of the NPAE-2
calibration 1606, the amplitude offset could be obtained as
C,pe=1.047. After the amplitude adjustment with C, 4.,
with the constant amplitude error removal stage 1608 (at test
point 1618), the actual and estimated period, non-periodic,
and total amplitude errors may be compared in FIGS. 19A
through 19C. In FIG. 19A, plots of the actual 1900 and
estimated 1902 PAE errors are show as a function of
amplitude 1904 versus range frequency samples 1906,
where the solid line 1900 is the actual PAE error and the
dotted line 1902 is the estimated PAE error. FIG. 19B shows
plots of the actual 1908 and estimated 1910 NPAE errors as
a function of amplitude 1904 versus range frequency
samples 1906, where the solid line 1908 is the actual NPAE
error and the dotted line 1910 is the estimated NPAE error.
In FIG. 19C, plots of the actual 1912 and estimated 1914
combined PAE and NPAE errors are show as a function of
amplitude 1904 versus range frequency samples 1906,
where the solid line 1912 is the actual combined PAE and
NPAE error and the dotted line 1914 is the estimated
combined PAE and NPAE error.

Turning to FIG. 20A, plots of the actual 2000, estimated
2002, and residual 2004 total amplitude error with amplitude
adjustment are shown as a function of amplitude 2006
versus range frequency samples 2008. FIG. 20B shows plots
of the corresponding IPRs before 2010 and after 2012
calibration as a function of amplitude 2014 (in decibels)
versus range frequency samples 2016. For these figures it is
appreciated that the residual amplitude error (as shown in
plot 2004) is almost equal to zero.

It will be understood that various aspects or details of the
invention may be changed without departing from the scope
of the invention. It is not exhaustive and does not limit the
claimed inventions to the precise form disclosed. Further-
more, the foregoing description is for the purpose of illus-
tration only, and not for the purpose of limitation. Modifi-
cations and variations are possible in light of the above
description or may be acquired from practicing the inven-
tion. The claims and their equivalents define the scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A Radar Calibration Processor (“RCP”) for calibrating
the amplitude of a stepped-chirp signal utilized by a syn-
thetic aperture radar (“SAR”) to produce SAR display
images, the RCP comprising:

a periodic amplitude error (“PAE”) calibrator;

a first non-periodic amplitude error (“NPAE”) calibrator;

and
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a second NPAE calibrator,

wherein the first NPAE calibrator is in signal communi-
cation with both the PAE calibrator;

wherein the PAE calibrator is configured to receive video
phase history (“VPH”) data from the SAR and, in
response, produces PAE calibrated data from the VPH
data and wherein the VPH data includes a plurality of
steps within a stepped-chirped waveform and a range
frequency; and

wherein the PAE calibrator is further configured to per-
form an azimuth compression on the VPH data to
produce azimuth compressed input data, concatenate
the azimuth compressed input data into concatenated
data, define functional descriptions for optimization of
the azimuth compressed input data, establish an error
model based on the functional descriptions, search for
optimum coefficients of one or more Legendre poly-
nomials to determine a minimum image quality metric
(“IQM™) for the error model, determine an estimated
PAE using the optimum coefficients of the error model,
and apply the estimated PAE to the azimuth com-
pressed input data.

2. The RCP of claim 1, wherein the configuration of the
PAE calibrator to define the functional descriptions for
optimization includes

(a) determining an expression for a PAE amplitude error
of order O, starting from an order one for a amplitude
calculation using Legendre polynomials with a length
equal to a number of samples in a step, of the plurality
of steps, of the stepped-chirp waveform, wherein the
number of samples include a first sample and a last
sample

(b) applying a amplitude correction for the PAE amplitude
error to the azimuth compressed data of all the steps in
the range frequency,

(c) applying window weights to the concatenated data in
the frequency range,

(d) applying a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”) on the
concatenated data for range compression,

(e) repeating the steps (b) through (d) from the first
sample to the last sample to produce a processed
two-dimensional image, and

() determining the IQM from the processed two-dimen-
sional image.

3. The RCP of claim 2, wherein the first NPAE (“NPAE-
17) calibrator is configured to receive the PAE calibrated
data having M frequency steps and, in response, produces
NPAE-1 calibrated data, which has been calibrated for
type-1 NP AE.

4. The RCP of claim 3, wherein the NPAE-1 calibrator is
configured to

(a) define functional descriptions for optimization and
establishing an error model for a NPAE-1 amplitude
error,

(b) search for optimum coefficients of Legendre polyno-
mials to determine a minimum IQM in the error model
for the NPAE-1 amplitude error utilizing a Broyden-
Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (“BFGS”) algorithm,

(c) determine an estimated NPAE-1 amplitude error using
the optimum coefficients of the error model for a
NPAE-1 amplitude error,

(d) apply the estimated NPAE to the azimuth compressed
input data, wherein the NPAE-1 amplitude error is
compensated for the order one through O,,,,., and

(e) repeat steps (a) through (d) until all M frequency steps
have been processed.
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5. The RCP of claim 4, wherein the configuration of the
NPAE-1 calibrator to define the functional descriptions for
optimization includes

(a) determining an expression of the NPAE-1 amplitude
error of order O,,, starting from order one for an
amplitude calculation using Legendre polynomials
with the length equal to a number of samples in a step,
of'the plurality of steps, of the stepped-chirp waveform,
wherein the number of samples include a first sample
and a last sample,

(b) applying the amplitude correction to the azimuth
compressed data of a step in the range frequency,

(c) applying window weights to the concatenated data in
the frequency range,

(d) applying a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”) on the
concatenated data for range compression,

(e) repeating the steps (b) through (d) from the first
sample to the last sample to produce a processed
two-dimensional image, and

(f) determining the IQM from the processed two-dimen-
sional image.

6. The RCP of claim 5, wherein the second NPAE
(“NPAE-2") calibrator is configured to receive the NPAE-1
calibrated data and, in response, produces NPAE-2 cali-
brated data, which has been calibrated for type-2 NPAE.

7. The RCP of claim 6, wherein the NPAE-2 calibrator is
configured to

(a) define functional descriptions for optimization and
establishing an error model for a NPAE-2 amplitude
error,

(b) search for optimum constant amplitude value that
leads to the optimum IQM utilizing a Broyden-
Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (“BFGS”) algorithm,

(c) determine an estimated NP AE amplitude error using
the constant amplitude value of the error model for the
NPAE-2 amplitude error,

(d) repeat steps (a) through (c) until all M frequency steps
have been processed.

8. The RCP of claim 7, wherein the configuration of the
NPAE-2 calibrator to define the functional descriptions for
optimization includes

(a) taking two data segments from a first and a second
frequency steps of the M frequency steps,

(b) determining an expression of the common amplitude
error of a first step for an amplitude correction,

(c) dividing the azimuth compressed data of a second step
with the common amplitude error,

(d) applying window weights to a concatenated data of the
first and second steps using the amplitude adjusted data
of the second step,

(e) applying a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”) on the
concatenated data for range compression,

(f) repeating the steps (b) through (e) from the first sample
to the last sample to produce a processed two-dimen-
sional image, and

(g) determining the IQM from the processed two-dimen-
sional image.

9. The RCP of claim 8, wherein the RCP is configured to
adjust constant amplitude of all the M-1 steps in order to
align them to the first step.

10. The RCP of claim 9, further including an antenna gain
calibrator.

11. A method for calibrating the amplitude of a stepped-
chirp signal utilized by a synthetic aperture radar (“SAR”) to
produce SAR display images, the method comprising:
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estimating a periodic amplitude error (“PAE”);

estimating a first non-periodic amplitude error (“NPAE”);
and

estimating for a second NPAE calibration after the first
NPAE (“NPAE-1") has been estimated; and

wherein estimating the PAE includes
receiving video phase history (“VPH”) data from the

SAR and
producing a PAE calibrated data from the VPH data in
response to receiving the VPH data and

wherein the VPH data includes a plurality of steps within
a stepped-chirped waveform and a range frequency.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein estimating the PAE

further includes

performing an azimuth compression on the VPH data to
produce azimuth compressed input data,

concatenating the azimuth compressed input data into
concatenated data,

defining functional descriptions for optimization of the
azimuth compressed input data,

establishing an error model based on the functional
descriptions,

searching for optimum coefficients of one or more Leg-
endre polynomials to determine a minimum image
quality metric (“IQM”) for the error model,

determining an estimated PAE using the optimum coef-
ficients of the error model, and

applying the estimated PAE to the azimuth compressed
input data.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein defining functional

descriptions for optimization includes

(a) determining an expression for a PAE amplitude error
of order O,,,, starting from an order one for a ampli-
tude calculation using Legendre polynomials with a
length equal to a number of samples in a step, of the
plurality of steps, of the stepped-chirp waveform,
wherein the number of samples include a first sample
and a last sample,

(b) applying an amplitude correction for the PAE ampli-
tude error to the azimuth compressed data of all the
steps in the range frequency,

(c) applying window weights to the concatenated data in
the frequency range,

(d) applying a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”) on the
concatenated data for range compression,

(e) repeating the steps (b) through (d) from the first
sample to the last sample to produce a processed
two-dimensional image, and

() determining the IQM from the processed two-dimen-
sional image.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein estimating the

NPAE-1 amplitude error includes

receiving the PAE calibrated data having M frequency
steps and

producing NPAE-1 calibrated data, which has been cali-
brated for type-1 NPAE, in response to receiving the
PAE calibrated data.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the estimating the

NPAE-1 amplitude error further includes

(a) defining functional descriptions for optimization and
establishing an error model for a NPAE-1 amplitude
error,

(b) searching for optimum coefficients of Legendre poly-
nomials to determine a minimum IQM in the error
model for the NPAE-1 amplitude error utilizing a
Broyden-Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (“BFGS”) algo-
rithm,
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(c) determining an estimated NPAE-1 amplitude error
using the optimum coefficients of the error model for a
NPAE-1 amplitude error,

(d) applying the estimated NPAE to the azimuth com-
pressed input data, wherein the NPAE-1 amplitude
error is compensated for the order one through O
and

(e) repeating steps (a) through (d) until all M frequency
steps have been processed.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein defining functional

descriptions for optimization includes

(a) determining an expression of the NPAE-1 amplitude
error of order O,,, starting from order one for an
amplitude calculation using Legendre polynomials
with the length equal to a number of samples in a step,
of'the plurality of steps, of the stepped-chirp waveform,
wherein the number of samples include a first sample
and a last sample,

(b) applying the amplitude correction to the azimuth
compressed data of a step in the range frequency,

(c) applying window weights to the concatenated data in
the frequency range,

(d) applying a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”) on the
concatenated data for range compression,

(e) repeating the steps (b) through (d) from the first
sample to the last sample to produce a processed
two-dimensional image, and

(f) determining the IQM from the processed two-dimen-
sional image.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein estimating the

NPAE-2 amplitude error includes

receiving the NPAE-1 calibrated data and

producing NPAE-2 calibrated data, which has been cali-
brated for type-2 NPAE, in response to receiving the
NPAE-1 calibrated data.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein estimating the

NPAE-2 amplitude error further includes

(a) defining functional descriptions for optimization and
establishing an error model for a NPAE-2 amplitude
error,

(b) searching for optimum coefficients of Legendre poly-
nomials of order zero to determine a minimum IQM in
the error model for the NPAE-2 amplitude error utiliz-
ing a Broyden-Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (“BFGS”)
algorithm,
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(c) determining an 0 order NPAE amplitude error using
the optimum coefficients of the error model for the
NPAE-2 amplitude error,

(d) repeating steps (a) through (c) until all M frequency
steps have been processed.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein defining functional

descriptions for optimization includes

(a) taking two data segments from a first and a second
frequency steps of the M frequency steps,

(b) determining an expression of the NPAE-2 amplitude
error for a amplitude correction using Legendre poly-
nomials of order zero with a length equal to the number
of range frequency samples in the second step,

(c) applying the amplitude correction in the range fre-
quency of the azimuth compressed data of the second
step,

(d) applying window weights to a concatenated data of the
first and second steps using the amplitude adjusted data
of the second step,

(e) applying a fast Fourier transform (“FFT”) on the
concatenated data for range compression,

(D) repeating the steps (b) through (e) from the first sample
to the last sample to produce a processed two-dimen-
sional image, and

(g) determining the IQM from the processed two-dimen-
sional image.

20. The method of claim 19, further including adjusting
constant of all the M-1 steps in order to align them to the
first step.

21. The method of claim 20, further including calibrating
an antenna gain prior to estimating the PAE amplitude error.

22. A Radar Calibration Processor (“RCP”) for calibrating
the amplitude of a stepped-chirp signal utilized by a syn-
thetic aperture radar (“SAR™) to produce SAR display
images, the RCP comprising:

means for estimating a periodic amplitude error (“PAE”);

means for estimating a first non-periodic amplitude error
(“NPAE”) after the estimating the PAE; and

means for estimating a second NPAE after estimating the
first NPAE,

wherein the means for estimating first NPAE is in signal
communication with both the means for estimating the
PAE and the means for estimating the second NPAE.
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