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(57) ABSTRACT

A radar system for motor vehicles has at least two radar
sensors for emitting and receiving radar radiation for moni-
toring the surroundings of the motor vehicle, the at least two
radar sensors being each positioned at an angle between 40
degrees and 50 degrees to an axis, and the at least two radar
sensors being configured in such a way that the respective
antenna has a pivotable visual range of an angle between at
least —60 degrees and +60 degrees, in particular between
-45 degrees and +45 degrees, relative to the main emission
direction of the respective radar sensor.
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RADAR SYSTEM FOR MOTOR VEHICLES,
AND MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A RADAR
SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a radar system for a motor
vehicle, a motor vehicle having a radar system and the use
of a radar system in a motor vehicle.

2. Description of the Related Art

Radar systems in motor vehicles are frequently used to
measure distances with the aid of the Doppler effect and/or
the relative speeds of other motor vehicles or other objects
in the traffic surroundings of the motor vehicle.

For this purpose, such radar systems also serve, in par-
ticular, to facilitate monitoring of the traffic in neighboring
lanes. A radar system of this type for a motor vehicle is
known, for example, from published German patent appli-
cation document DE 10 2004 004 491 Al. The latter shows
a radar system for a motor vehicle having at least one radar
sensor, the radar sensor including a phased array antenna and
a control unit for adjusting multiple radar beams of differing
geometry, in order to detect traffic in a lane adjacent to the
motor vehicle.

In addition, a lane change assistant for a motor vehicle is
known from published German patent application document
DE 10 2004 028 613 Al. The lane change assistant includes
a device for determining a hazard level using location data
of the motor vehicles involved in the lane change, in such a
way that a detection device for ambient conditions is pro-
vided, and that the determined hazard level is also a function
of the detected ambient conditions, for example, of the
ambient brightness or the amount of rainfall.

In order to emit and receive radar radiation, radar sensors
of'this type have antennas which, in the automotive industry,
are normally designed as so-called patch antennas on an HF
substrate. In this design separate antennas are used for
emitting a transmission signal and for receiving the reflected
signal. To estimate the angle of a passing vehicle, phase
differences of the received radar signals are evaluated in
channels of the receiver antenna. In order to achieve a
defined direction for transmission signals, individual
antenna elements which have different phases may be actu-
ated to pivot the emission direction, the antenna lobe or the
visual range of the transmitter and receiver antenna in
different directions. Because of the ever-increasing number
of'additional driver assistance systems, such as, for example,
blind spot assistant, lane change assistant, or cross-traffic
detection assistant, it is necessary to install many different
radar sensors in the vehicle, each with different requirements
with respect to accuracy, emission direction and/or receiving
directions, etc. However, these require considerable space
and are cost intensive.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a radar system for motor
vehicles having at least two radar sensors for emitting and
receiving radar radiation for monitoring the surroundings of
the motor vehicle, the at least two radar sensors each being
arranged at an angle between 40 and 50 degrees relative to
a common axis, and the at least two radar sensors each
including at least one sensor, and the at least two radar
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2

sensors being configured in such a way that the respective
antenna has a pivotable visual range of an angle between
-60 degrees and +60 degrees, in particular between -45
degrees and +45 degrees relative to the main emission
direction of the respective radar sensor.

The present invention also provides the use of a radar
system in a motor vehicle for detecting a blind spot, for lane
change assistance and for detecting cross-traffic and, in
particular, for detecting an accident.

An advantage achieved with the present invention is that
it may provide multiple driver assistance systems in a simple
and cost-effective manner, for example, blind spot assistant,
lane change assistant, and cross-traffic assistant, using as
few radar sensors as possible.

According to one advantageous refinement of the present
invention, at least two radar sensors are positioned sym-
metrically relative to one another. The advantage achieved
by this is that monitoring of the surroundings of the motor
vehicle is enabled in a particularly reliable manner with the
aid of the radar system. In addition, a preferably large area
of the surroundings of the motor vehicle may be monitored.

According to another advantageous refinement of the
present invention, at least one of the radar sensors is
configured to provide, in terms of direction, essentially
simultaneously at least two different visual ranges of the at
least one antenna. The advantage achieved by this is that in
terms of their three-dimensional spatial extension, the at
least two visual ranges may be flexibly and reliably adapted
according to the desired requirements.

According to another advantageous refinement of the
present invention, a control unit is provided for controlling
the visual ranges of the at least one antenna of at least one
of the radar sensors. The advantage achieved by this is that
it is possible, when, for example, the radar system is
installed in a vehicle, to simply and reliably adapt the visual
ranges of the respective radar sensors to changing ambient
conditions, for example, rain, etc. Thus, for example, it is
possible using the control unit to increase the transmitting
power of the antenna under poor weather conditions, and it
is equally possible, for example, to correct specific errors
during reception and in particular during processing of the
radar beams which are beamed back from a preceding
vehicle and received by the radar system.

According to another advantageous refinement of the
present invention, the control unit is configured to adjust the
visual range of at least one antenna of at least one radar
sensor between +45 degrees, 0 degrees and —45 degrees
relative to the main emission direction of the at least one
radar sensor. This allows the visual range of the at least one
antenna of the radar sensor to be pivoted in such a way that,
in particular when the at least two radar sensors are each
positioned at an angle between 40 degrees and 50 degrees,
in each case a monitoring area totaling 90 degrees may be
achieved as a result of the pivotal range of the visual range,
thereby allowing both the side areas as well as the front or
rear areas of a vehicle to be monitored.

According to another advantageous refinement of the
present invention, at least one of the antennas of at least one
of the radar sensors has visual ranges which are configured
differently for different angles relative to the main emission
direction of the respective radar sensor. In this way, the
operating range of the radar system may be even better
adapted to the respective requirements, since for different
angles the visual ranges, for example, visual ranges in
three-dimensional forms, may be variously configured.

According to another advantageous refinement of the
present invention, at least one radar sensor includes a
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plurality of phased array antennas, whose respective visual
range is pivotable with the aid of amplitude modulation
and/or phase modulation. This ensures that the visual ranges
of'the antennas of the respective radar sensor may be pivoted
in a simple and cost-effective manner.

According to another advantageous refinement of the
motor vehicle, at least four radar sensors are positioned
symmetrically to the left and right of the vehicle’s longitu-
dinal axis and in a front and rear area of the motor vehicle,
the radar sensors being positioned each at an angle of 45
degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the motor vehicle.
This ensures that both the front and rear area of the motor
vehicle may be monitored with the aid of the radar sensors,
as well as the left and right side areas of the motor vehicle.
In this way, essentially the entire traffic surroundings of the
motor vehicle are monitored.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 schematically shows in a top view a motor vehicle
having a radar system according to one specific embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 denotes with reference numeral 1 a radar system
according to one specific embodiment of the present inven-
tion, installed in a motor vehicle 2. Motor vehicle 2 includes
a vehicle longitudinal axis 3, radar sensors 4a, 4b being
positioned in a front area 3a of motor vehicle 2, each at an
angle of 45 degrees, on the left and right side of the vehicle’s
longitudinal axis 3, and an additional radar sensor 4c, 4d
being positioned in a rear area 35 of motor vehicle 2, each
at an angle of essentially 45 degrees.

One of the four radar sensors 4a and its configuration is
described below. The configuration of the other three radar
sensors 4b, 4c, 4d corresponds essentially analogously to
that of radar sensor 4a described.

As previously explained, radar sensor 4a is positioned at
an angle 100 of essentially 45 degrees relative to vehicle
longitudinal axis 3 of motor vehicle 2. In this configuration,
main emission direction 52q is situated perpendicularly to
the normal N of radar sensor 4a, and therefore also at an
angle of 45 degrees relative to vehicle longitudinal axis 3 of
motor vehicle 2. Visual range 52 of main emission direction
52a is essentially lobe-shaped. Radar sensor 4a may also be
pivoted by +45 degrees in its main emission direction 52a
about angle 101, so that emission direction 53a is oriented
in parallel to vehicle longitudinal axis 3. The associated
visual range 53 may be configured in such a way that, on the
one hand, it also covers a portion of visual range 52 of main
emission direction 52a. On the other hand, since the visual
range is oriented parallel to vehicle longitudinal axis 3, its
reach may be extended in order, in the case of preceding
motor vehicles traveling at equally high speeds, to allow the
surroundings of the right front area 3a of motor vehicle 2 to
be reliably detected. Furthermore, it is also possible to pivot
main emission direction 52a by -45 degrees about angle
101, so that emission direction 51a is aligned essentially
perpendicularly to vehicle longitudinal axis 3 of motor
vehicle 2. In such a case, the associated visual range 51 of
emission direction 51a may be configured in such a way that
it overlaps a portion of visual range 52 of main emission
direction 52a. Additionally, visual range 51a may be con-
figured as widely as possible, i.e., it may extend as far as
possible in parallel to vehicle longitudinal axis 3. This
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allows for reliable detection of the immediate surroundings
around motor vehicle 2. Similarly, visual range 51 may be
configured in the form of a radar lobe 51, smaller in terms
of its range away from motor vehicle 2 since, for example,
on an expressway merely the respective adjacent lane must
be monitored.

By and large, therefore, radar sensor 4a is installed in
motor vehicle 2 at an angle 100 and essentially 45 degrees
relative to vehicle longitudinal axis 3. Radar sensor 4a and
the remaining radar sensors 45, 4¢, 4d may be configured in
such a way that two or multiple visual ranges 51, 52, 53 may
be configured simultaneously.

In summary, the present invention has the advantages,
among other things, that with the radar system multiple
functions, in particular blind spot assistance, lane change
assistance and cross-traffic assistance, may be provided in a
motor vehicle essentially simultaneously in a simple, eco-
nomical and reliable manner, without having to significantly
expand installation space.

The present invention, though described above with ref-
erence to preferred exemplary embodiments, is not limited
thereto, but instead is modifiable in a variety of ways.

What is claimed is:

1. A radar system for a motor vehicle, comprising:

at least two radar sensors each transmitting and receiving

radar radiation for monitoring the surroundings of the
motor vehicle;

wherein the at least two radar sensors are each positioned,

in a front area of the motor vehicle, at an angle between
40 degrees and 50 degrees, on a left side and a right side
of a longitudinal axis of the motor vehicle, the at least
two radar sensors each have at least one antenna, and
wherein the at least two radar sensors are configured so
that each respective antenna has a visual range of an
angle between at least -60 degrees and +60 degrees
relative to a main emission direction of the correspond-
ing radar sensor,

wherein each main emission direction is situated perpen-

dicularly to a normal of each corresponding radar
sensor and therefore also at the angle of between 40
degrees and 50 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis
of the motor vehicle,

wherein each of the radar sensors is pivotable in its main

emission direction about the angle, so that an emission
direction of the radar sensor is oriented in parallel to the
vehicle longitudinal axis, so that a reach of the radar
sensor is extendable to allow the surroundings of a right
front area of the motor vehicle to be detected, and

wherein one visual range is configured in the form of a

first radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein a
second visual range is configured in the form of a
second radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein
another visual range is configured in the form of a third
radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein the
second visual range is associated with its associated
main emission direction, wherein the one visual range
of a first emission direction overlaps a portion of the
second visual range associated with the main emission
direction, and wherein the another visual range of a
third emission direction overlaps a portion of the sec-
ond visual range associated with the main emission
direction.

2. The radar system as recited in claim 1, wherein at least
four radar sensors are each positioned symmetrically relative
to one other.

3. The radar system as recited in claim 1, wherein at least
one of the radar sensors is configured to provide substan-
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tially simultaneously at least two visual ranges of the at least
one antenna, the at least two visual ranges differing in
directions.

4. The radar system as recited in claim 3, wherein a
control unit is provided for controlling the visual ranges of
the at least one antenna of the at least one of the radar
sensors.

5. The radar system as recited in claim 4, wherein the
control unit is configured to adjust the visual ranges of the
at least one antenna of the at least one radar sensor between
+45 degrees and —45 degrees relative to the main emission
direction of the at least one radar sensor.

6. The radar system as recited in claim 1, wherein at least
one antenna of at least one radar sensor has visual ranges
which are configured differently for different angles relative
to the main emission direction of the at least one radar
sensor.

7. The radar system as recited in claim 6, wherein the at
least one radar sensor includes a plurality of phased array
antennas whose respective visual ranges are provided with
the aid of at least one of amplitude modulation and phase
modulation.

8. The radar system as recited in claim 2, wherein the at
least four radar sensors are positioned symmetrically to the
left side and the right side of the longitudinal axis of the
motor vehicle and in a front area and a rear area of the motor
vehicle, and wherein each of the at least four radar sensors
are positioned at a respective angle of 45 degrees relative to
the vehicle longitudinal axis.

9. A method of using a radar system in a motor vehicle for
at least one of blind spot detection, lane change assistance,
cross-traffic detection, and accident detection, the method
comprising:

providing at least two radar sensors each transmitting and

receiving radar radiation for monitoring the surround-
ings of the motor vehicle;

wherein the at least two radar sensors are each positioned,

in a front area of the motor vehicle, at an angle between
40 degrees and 50 degrees, on a left side and a right side
of a longitudinal axis of the motor vehicle, the at least
two radar sensors each have at least one antenna, and
wherein the at least two radar sensors are configured so
that each respective antenna has a visual range of an
angle between at least -60 degrees and +60 degrees
relative to a main emission direction of the correspond-
ing radar sensor,

wherein each main emission direction is situated perpen-

dicularly to a normal of each corresponding radar
sensor and therefore also at the angle of between 40
degrees and 50 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis
of the motor vehicle,

wherein each of the radar sensors is pivotable in its main

emission direction about the angle, so that an emission
direction of the radar sensor is oriented in parallel to the
vehicle longitudinal axis, so that a reach of the radar
sensor is extendable to allow the surroundings of a right
front area of the motor vehicle to be detected, and

6

wherein one visual range is configured in the form of a
first radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein a
second visual range is configured in the form of a
second radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein

5 another visual range is configured in the form of a third
radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein the
second visual range is associated with its associated
main emission direction, wherein the one visual range
of a first emission direction overlaps a portion of the
second visual range associated with the main emission
direction, and wherein the another visual range of a
third emission direction overlaps a portion of the sec-
ond visual range associated with the main emission
direction.

10. A motor vehicle, comprising:

a radar system for a motor vehicle, including at least two
radar sensors each transmitting and receiving radar
radiation for monitoring the surroundings of the motor
vehicle;

wherein the at least two radar sensors are each positioned,
in a front area of the motor vehicle, at an angle between
40 degrees and 50 degrees, on a left side and a right side
of a longitudinal axis of the motor vehicle, the at least
two radar sensors each have at least one antenna, and
wherein the at least two radar sensors are configured so
that each respective antenna has a visual range of an
angle between at least -60 degrees and +60 degrees
relative to a main emission direction of the correspond-
ing radar sensor,

wherein each main emission direction is situated perpen-
dicularly to a normal of each corresponding radar
sensor and therefore also at the angle of between 40
degrees and 50 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis
of the motor vehicle,

wherein each of the radar sensors is pivotable by degrees
in its main emission direction about the angle, so that
an emission direction of the radar sensor is oriented in
parallel to the vehicle longitudinal axis, so that a reach
of the radar sensor is extendable to allow the surround-
ings of a right front area of the motor vehicle to be
detected, and

wherein one visual range is configured in the form of a
first radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein a
second visual range is configured in the form of a
second radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein
another visual range is configured in the form of a third
radar lobe for each of the radar sensors, wherein the
second visual range is associated with its associated
main emission direction, wherein the one visual range
of a first emission direction overlaps a portion of the
second visual range associated with the main emission
direction, and wherein the another visual range of a
third emission direction overlaps a portion of the sec-
ond visual range associated with the main emission
direction.
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