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section that detects peripheral information, and a wiping
mechanism that wipes off foreign objects that have adhered
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1
PERIPHERAL INFORMATION DETECTION
DEVICE AND SELF-DRIVING VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority under 35 USC 119 from
Japanese Patent application No. 2015-035769 filed on Feb.
25, 2015, the disclosure of which is incorporated by refer-
ence herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Technical Field

The present invention relates to a peripheral information
detection device and an self-driving vehicle.

Related Art

The specification of United States Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2010/0020306 describes a structure in which
a lidar system (peripheral information detection device)
mounted with a sensor including a photon detector (detec-
tion section) for detecting peripheral information of a
vehicle is disposed on the roof of the vehicle.

SUMMARY

However, the peripheral information detection device is
exposed to wind and rain, such that the device body some-
times becomes dirty and so on, and the detection precision
of the sensor is reduced. There is accordingly room for
improvement from the perspective of well maintaining the
detection precision of the sensor.

In consideration of the above circumstances, an object of
the present invention is to obtain a peripheral information
detection device and an self-driving vehicle capable of well
maintaining the detection precision of a sensor.

A peripheral information detection device according to a
first aspect includes a device body that is mounted with a
sensor including a detection section that detects peripheral
information, and a wiping mechanism that wipes off a
foreign object that has adhered to a location of the device
body facing the detection section.

In the peripheral information detection device according
to the first aspect, the sensor that includes the detection
section that detects peripheral information is mounted to the
device body. The wiping mechanism that wipes the device
body is also provided, and the wiping mechanism wipes off
a foreign object that has adhered to the location of the device
body facing the detection section. This enables a reduction
in the detection rate of peripheral information by sensor to
be suppressed.

A peripheral information detection device according to a
second aspect is the first aspect, wherein the wiping mecha-
nism includes: a rotary shaft that is provided so as to be
capable of rotating with respect to the device body; a wiper
that is attached to the rotary shaft, that abuts the surface of
the location of the device body facing the detection section,
and that swings around along the device body accompanying
rotation of the rotary shaft; and a nozzle that applies cleaning
fluid to the surface of the device body.

In the peripheral information detection device according
to the second aspect, the wiper is swung around about the
device body by rotating the rotary shaft. Thus, even in cases
in which plural sensors are mounted to the device body, for
example, foreign objects that have adhered to locations
facing the detection sections of the plural sensors can be
continuously wiped off, simply by rotating the rotary shaft.
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Moreover, applying cleaning fluid to the surface of the
device body through the nozzle enables dirt on the device
body to be effectively removed.

A peripheral information detection device according to a
third aspect is the second aspect, further including a receiv-
ing dish that receives cleaning fluid that has been applied to
the device body through the nozzle, and a pump that pumps
up the cleaning fluid that has accumulated in the receiving
dish and supplies the cleaning fluid to the nozzle.

The peripheral information detection device according to
the third aspect enables the cleaning fluid to be circulated
and used repeatedly.

An self-driving vehicle of a fourth aspect includes the
peripheral information detection device of any one of the
first aspect to the third aspect, and a control section that
controls running of the vehicle based on peripheral infor-
mation detected by the peripheral information detection
device.

The self-driving vehicle according to the fourth aspect
enables the detection precision of the sensor to be well
maintained, regardless of the surrounding environment, such
as the weather. This enables the running performance of the
vehicle to be well maintained.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

As explained above, the peripheral information detection
device according to the first aspect has an excellent advan-
tageous effect of enabling the detection precision of the
sensor to be well maintained.

The peripheral information detection device according to
the second aspect has an excellent advantageous effect of
enabling foreign objects and dirt that have adhered to the
device body to be effectively removed.

The peripheral information detection device according to
the third aspect has an excellent advantageous effect of
enabling the amount of cleaning fluid consumed to be
reduced.

The self-driving vehicle according to the fourth aspect has
an excellent advantageous effect of enabling automatic
driving to be performed, regardless of the surrounding
environment, such as the weather.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described in
detail based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a vehicle mounted with a
peripheral information detection device according to a first
exemplary embodiment, viewed diagonally from above;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a peripheral
information detection device according to the first exem-
plary embodiment, viewed diagonally from above;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the peripheral information
detection device in FIG. 2, viewed from the front;

FIG. 4 is a cross-section sectioned along line 4-4 in FIG.
2; and

FIG. 5 is a cross-section corresponding to FIG. 3, illus-
trating a peripheral information detection device according
to a second exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

First Exemplary Embodiment

Explanation follows regarding a peripheral information
detection device according to a first exemplary embodiment
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of the present invention, with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4.
Note that in FIG. 1 as appropriate, the arrow FR indicates the
vehicle front side, the arrow UP indicates the vehicle upper
side, and the arrow OUT indicates the vehicle width direc-
tion outside of an self-driving vehicle to which the periph-
eral information detection device is attached. In the below
explanation, unless specifically stated otherwise, reference
to the front-rear, up-down, and left-right directions refers to
front-rear in the vehicle front-rear direction, up-down in the
vehicle up-down direction, and left-right when facing the
direction of travel.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a peripheral information detection
device 10 is attached to a roof panel 14 of an self-driving
vehicle 12 (hereafter simply referred to as “vehicle 127).
Specifically, a front pillar 16 running along the vehicle
up-down direction is installed at either vehicle side section
of the vehicle 12 provided with the peripheral information
detection device 10. A center pillar 18 running along the
vehicle up-down direction is installed further to the vehicle
rear side than each front pillar 16. A rear pillar 20 running
along the vehicle up-down direction is installed further to
the vehicle rear side than each center pillar 18. An upper end
portion of the front pillar 16, an upper end portion of the
center pillar 18, and an upper end portion of the rear pillar
20 are coupled together by a roof side rail 22 extending
along the vehicle front-rear direction. A pair of the roof side
rails 22 are disposed at the left and right, and the roof panel
14 is disposed between the pair of roof side rails 22. The
peripheral information detection device 10 is attached on the
roof panel 14.

Note that the vehicle 12 is provided with a controller 13,
serving as a control section that controls running of the
vehicle 12 based on the peripheral information detected by
the peripheral information detection device 10. The periph-
eral information detection device 10 and the controller 13
are electrically connected. The vehicle 12 is thereby con-
figured such that the vehicle 12 can be run by the controller
13 without the vehicle 12 being driven by a driver. Note that
in the present exemplary embodiment, configuration is such
that switching can be performed between a driving mode in
which the vehicle 12 is driven based on peripheral informa-
tion detected by the peripheral information detection device
10, and a driving mode in which the driver drives the vehicle
themself by operating a steering wheel, not illustrated in the
drawings.

Configuration of Peripheral Information Detection Device

As illustrated in FIG. 2 to FIG. 4, the peripheral infor-
mation detection device 10 is mainly configured including a
device body 24, a wiping mechanism 26, a cleaning fluid
circulation device 28, and heaters 46. The device body 24 is
formed in a substantially circular tube shape with its axial
direction along the vehicle up-down direction, and is formed
of a material through which electromagnetic waves, includ-
ing laser light and visible light, permeate. Plural sensors 30
are mounted to side portions of the device body 24, and four
of the sensors 30 are mounted in the present exemplary
embodiment as an example (three sensors are illustrated in
FIG. 2).

The sensors 30 are each disposed at an outer peripheral
side of an inner portion of the device body 24, and are
disposed at the vehicle front side, the vehicle rear side, the
vehicle right side, and the vehicle left side, with a center line
CL of the device body 24 interposed therebetween. Each
sensor 30 is provided with a detection section 30A at the
outer peripheral side of the device body 24. Configuration is
such that the peripheral information of the device body 24
can be detected by the detection sections 30A. Note that
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millimeter-wave radar, laser radar, an optical camera, or the
like may be employed as each sensor 30. In cases in which
millimeter-wave radar is employed, the detection section is
formed by a radio wave transmitter and receiver. In cases in
which laser radar is employed, the detection section is
formed by a laser light emitting portion and receiving
portion. In cases in which an optical camera is employed, the
detection section is formed by a visible light receiving
portion.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the wiping mechanism 26 is
mainly configured including a rotary shaft 32, wipers 36,
and nozzles 38. The rotary shaft 32 extends in the vehicle
up-down direction along the center axis of the device body
24, and a lower end portion of the rotary shaft 32 is coupled
to a drive shaft of a motor 34 that is disposed further to the
lower side than the device body 24. Configuration is thereby
such that the rotary shaft 32 is rotated about the axis of the
device body 24 by driving the motor 34.

An upper end portion of the rotary shaft 32 extends further
upward than the device body 24, and a wiper arm 36A of
each wiper 36 is attached to the upper end portion. Each
wiper 36 is configured including the wiper arm 36A and a
wiper blade 36B, and the wiper arm 36A extends diagonally
downward on progression from the rotary shaft 32 toward an
outer peripheral face of the device body 24. A leading end
portion of the wiper arm 36A bends toward the lower side,
and the wiper blade 36B is attached to the leading end
portion.

The wiper blade 36B extends in the vehicle up-down
direction along the outer peripheral face of the device body
24, and an upper end portion of the wiper blade 36B is
attached to the leading end portion of the wiper arm 36A. A
lower end portion of the wiper blade 36B extends as far as
the lower end portion of the device body 24. The wiper blade
36B abuts from an upper end portion across to a lower end
portion of the outer peripheral face of the device body 24 (a
location facing the detection sections 30A). Configuration is
such that the wiper blade 36B is swung around in a state
abutting the outer peripheral face of the device body 24 by
rotating the rotary shaft 32.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the wiper blade 36B is curved
toward the opposite side to the rotation direction (the
direction of the arrow in FIG. 3) on progression from the
upper end portion toward the lower end portion thereof.
Note that the wiper blade 36B is formed by a flexible
member such as rubber in the present exemplary embodi-
ment as an example; however, the present invention is not
limited thereto. For example, a wiper blade may be
employed that has an abutting portion with the device body
24 configured in brush form.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, a pair of the nozzles 38 are
attached to the rotary shaft 32. The nozzles 38 are disposed
further upward than the device body 24, and extend out from
the rotary shaft 32 toward the outer peripheral side of the
device body 24. A nozzle hole 38A is formed in a leading
end portion of each nozzle 38, and configuration is such that
cleaning fluid can be dripped onto (applied to) the outer
peripheral face of the device body 24 through the nozzle
holes 38A. Note that the nozzles 38 swing around together
with the wipers 36 about the outer peripheral face of the
device body 24 when the rotary shaft 32 is rotated. The
nozzles 38 are connected a pump 40 of the cleaning fluid
circulation device 28, described below, and configured such
that cleaning fluid is supplied from the pump 40.

The cleaning fluid circulation device 28 mainly includes
a receiving dish 44, a filter 42, and the pump 40. The
receiving dish 44 is disposed below the device body 24, and
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is formed in a bottomed, circular tube shape open toward the
vehicle upper side. The receiving dish 44 is formed with a
larger diameter than the device body 24, and is configured so
as to be capable of receiving cleaning fluid that has run down
along the outer peripheral face of the device body 24.

The filter 42 is disposed inside the receiving dish 44. The
filter 42 is formed in a substantially circular tube shape, and
a center side and an outer peripheral side of the receiving
dish 44 are separated from each other by the filter 42.
Foreign objects in the cleaning fluid are thereby captured by
the filter 42 when the cleaning fluid passes through the filter
42 and moves from the outer peripheral side to the center
side of the receiving dish 44.

The heaters 46 are disposed further to the center side of
the receiving dish 44 than the filter 42. Plural of the heaters
46 are disposed along the filter 42, and an upper end portion
of each heater 46 abuts a lower face of the device body 24.
Note that the heaters 46 are configured so as to be heated by
conduction, and cleaning fluid that has accumulated in the
receiving dish 44, and the device body 24, are heated by the
heaters 46 being heated.

The pump 40 is disposed further to the center side of the
receiving dish 44 than the heaters 46. A cleaning fluid supply
path 48, which extends in the up-down direction along a
center portion of the device body 24, is coupled to the pump
40. An upper end portion of the cleaning fluid supply path
48 is in communication with the nozzles 38. Configuration
is thereby such that cleaning fluid that has accumulated in
the receiving dish 44 is pumped upward when the pump 40
is operated, and the cleaning fluid can be supplied to the
nozzles 38 through the cleaning fluid supply path 48.

Operation and Advantageous Effects

Explanation follows regarding operation and advanta-
geous effects of the vehicle 12 including the peripheral
information detection device 10 according to the present
exemplary embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, in the
present exemplary embodiment, the peripheral information
detection device 10 is provided to the vehicle 12. The
vehicle 12 can be run based on peripheral information
detected by the sensors 30 of the peripheral information
detection device 10. Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 2, in
the present exemplary embodiment, the sensors 30 are
respectively mounted at the vehicle front side, the vehicle
rear side, the vehicle right side, and the vehicle left side of
the device body 24. Each sensor 30 is provided with the
detection section 30A. Thus, in cases in which the detection
section 30A is an electromagnetic wave transmitter and
receiver, for example, electromagnetic waves are transmit-
ted from the detection section (transmitter) 30A, the elec-
tromagnetic waves permeate the device body 24 and hit
surrounding obstructions, then bounce back, and return to
the detection section (receiver) 30A. The distance to the
obstructions and so on can be detected by receiving the
electromagnetic waves that have returned.

However, since the peripheral information detection
device 10 is provided at the vehicle exterior which is
exposed to wind and rain, the device body 24 sometimes
becomes dirty due to foreign objects or the like adhering to
the device body 24. In cases in which foreign objects have
adhered to a location of the device body 24 facing to the
detection section 30A of the sensor 30, the detection preci-
sion of the sensor 30 is sometimes reduced. As illustrated in
FIG. 4, in the present exemplary embodiment, the wipers 36
are swung around and foreign objects can be wiped off the
outer peripheral face of the device body 24 by driving the
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motor 34 and rotating the rotary shaft 32. This enables a
reduction in the detection rate of peripheral information by
the sensors 30 to be suppressed. This enables the detection
precision of the sensors 30 to be well maintained. Due to the
detection precision of the sensors 30 being well maintained,
the running performance of the vehicle 12 is well main-
tained, enabling automatic driving to be performed regard-
less of the surrounding environment, such as the weather.

In the present exemplary embodiment, foreign objects are
continuously swept away by swinging the wipers 36 around
about the outer peripheral face of the device body 24. This
enables foreign objects that have adhered to the entire outer
peripheral face of the device body 24 to be swept away by
one of the wipers 36. Thus, even in cases in which plural
sensors 30 are mounted, the detection precision of the
detection sections 30A of the plural sensors 30 can be well
maintained.

In the present exemplary embodiment, cleaning fluid is
applied to the device body 24 through the nozzles 38. This
enables foreign objects and dirt to be more effectively
removed than in cases in which foreign objects are only
wiped away by the wipers 36, without applying cleaning
fluid.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, in the present exemplary embodi-
ment, each wiper blade 36B is curved. Thus, in a state in
which the wiper blades 36B are swung around about the
device body 24, cleaning fluid applied to the outer peripheral
face of the device body 24 contacts the wiper blades 36B and
is squeezed downward. This enables cleaning fluid to be
applied to the entire outer peripheral face of the device body
24. This also enables cleaning fluid to be effectively guided
to the receiving dish 44.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the present exemplary embodi-
ment also includes the cleaning fluid circulation device 28.
This enables cleaning fluid that has passed across the outer
peripheral face of the device body 24 and accumulated in the
receiving dish 44 to be pumped up to the nozzles 38 by the
pump 40, and applied to the device body 24 again through
the nozzle holes 38A of the nozzles 38. Namely, since the
cleaning fluid can be circulated, the amount of cleaning fluid
consumed can be reduced. When this is performed, cleaning
fluid that has accumulated in the receiving dish 44 passes
through the filter 42 and foreign objects are removed,
thereby enabling these foreign objects to be suppressed from
adhering to the outer peripheral face of the device body 24
again.

The present exemplary embodiment is also provided with
the heaters 46 that heat the cleaning fluid and the device
body 24. This enables the peripheral information detection
device 10 to function well, even in cold regions, for
example. Specifically, heating the cleaning fluid enables the
cleaning fluid to be suppressed from freezing. Moreover,
heating the device body 24 while applying the heated
cleaning fluid to the outer peripheral face of the device body
24 enables a film of ice or the like that has adhered to the
outer peripheral face of the device body 24 to be melted,
enabling the detection precision of the sensors 30 to be well
maintained. This enables the peripheral information detec-
tion device 10 to function well, even in cold regions.

Note that configuration may be made such that the heater
46 is not normally operated, and is only operated as required.
The heater 46 may be controlled so as to be operated in cases
in which the external temperature has fallen below a pre-set
temperature (such as 0 degrees Celsius). This enables the
power required by the peripheral information detection
device 10 to be reduced.
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Second Exemplary Embodiment

Explanation follows regarding a peripheral information
detection device according to a second exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, with reference to FIG. 5. Note
that similar configuration to the first exemplary embodiment
is applied with the same reference numerals, and explanation
thereof is omitted.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, in a peripheral information
detection device 50 according to the present exemplary
embodiment, a cleaning fluid tank 52 is connected to the
receiving dish 44 by a supply flow-path 54. Cleaning fluid
is stored in the cleaning fluid tank 52, and one end portion
of the supply flow-path 54 is connected to the cleaning fluid
tank 52. Another end portion of the supply flow-path 54 is
connected to the receiving dish 44.

A fluid level sensor, not illustrated in the drawings, is
disposed inside the receiving dish 44, and configuration is
such that the fluid level of cleaning fluid that has accumu-
lated in the receiving dish 44 can be detected by the fluid
level sensor. When the fluid level of the cleaning fluid that
has accumulated in the receiving dish 44 has fallen below a
pre-set fluid level, supplementary cleaning fluid is supplied
from the cleaning fluid tank 52 to the receiving dish 44
through the supply flow-path 54.

Operation and Advantageous Effects

Explanation follows regarding operation and advanta-
geous effects of the peripheral information detection device
according to the present exemplary embodiment. In the
peripheral information detection device 50 of the present
exemplary embodiment, supplying supplementary cleaning
fluid from the cleaning fluid tank 52 to the receiving dish 44
enables the peripheral information detection device 50 to
function over a longer duration than in the first exemplary
embodiment, and enables the automatic driving distance to
be extended. Other operation is similar to that in the first
exemplary embodiment.

Note that in the present exemplary embodiment, configu-
ration is such that the fluid level of cleaning fluid that has
accumulated in the receiving dish 44 is detected, and supple-
mentary cleaning fluid is supplied from the cleaning fluid
tank 52 to the receiving dish 44; however, the present
invention is not limited thereto. For example, configuration
may be such that supplementary cleaning fluid is continu-
ously supplied from the cleaning fluid tank 52 to the
receiving dish 44. Configuration may also be made such that
a fixed amount of supplementary cleaning fluid is supplied
every time a fixed duration has elapsed.

The first exemplary embodiment and the second exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention have been
explained above; however, the present invention is not
limited to the above configurations, and obviously various
modes other than the above configurations may be imple-
mented within a range not departing from the spirit of the
present invention. For example, in the above exemplary
embodiments, the receiving dish 44 is formed in a shape
open toward the vehicle upper side; however, the present
invention is not limited thereto, and the shape of the receiv-
ing dish 44 may be changed. As an example, an upper
portion of the receiving dish 44 may be covered such that
rainwater or the like does not enter the receiving dish 44. In
such cases, providing a slight gap between the outer periph-
eral face of the device body 24 and the receiving dish 44
enables cleaning fluid to be accumulated in the receiving
dish 44, while suppressing the ingress of rainwater.
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The above exemplary embodiments include the pair of
wipers 36, and the pair of nozzles 38; however, there is no
particular limitation to the number of wipers 36 or nozzles
38. For example, configuration may be applied including a
single wiper 36 and a single nozzle 38.

In the above exemplary embodiments, configuration is
applied in which the nozzles 38 are swung around together
with the wipers 36; however, configuration is not limited
thereto, and configuration may be applied in which only the
wipers 36 are swung around. In such cases, although clean-
ing fluid is applied through the nozzles 38 to specific
locations of the device body 24, cleaning fluid can be
applied to the entire outer peripheral face of the device body
24 by swinging the wipers 36 around.

In the above exemplary embodiments, configuration is
such that the device body 24 and the cleaning fluid can be
heated by the heaters 46; however, the present invention is
not limited thereto. For example, a heater that only heats the
cleaning fluid may be employed. In such cases, the outer
peripheral face of the device body 24 can be warmed by
applying heated cleaning fluid to the device body 24. If not
used in cold regions, and so on, configuration may be
applied that does not include the heaters 46.

In the above exemplary embodiments, the sensors 30 are
disposed at the vehicle front side, the vehicle rear side, the
vehicle right side, and the vehicle left side, respectively;
however, the present invention is not limited thereto. For
example, a structure may be applied including three sensors
30, or less. A structure may also be applied in which
peripheral information is detected while the sensors 30 are
swung around without being fixed.

What is claimed is:

1. A peripheral information detection device comprising:

a device body that houses a sensor including a detection

section that detects peripheral information; and

a wiping mechanism that wipes off a foreign object that

has adhered to a location of the device body, the

location facing the detection section, the wiping
mechanism including:

a rotary shaft that is rotatable with respect to the device
body;

a wiper that is attached to the rotary shaft, that abuts a
surface of the location of the device body facing the
detection section, and that moves around the device
body along an outer peripheral face of the device
body due to rotation of the rotary shaft, the wiper
having a wiper arm and a wiper blade; and

a nozzle that applies cleaning fluid to the outer periph-
eral face of the device body, wherein

the rotary shaft extends vertically and extends through the

device body so that an upper end portion of the rotary

shaft is located vertically above the device body, the
upper end portion of the rotary shaft being attached to
the wiper arm,

an upper end portion of the wiper blade is attached to a

leading end portion of the wiper arm,

the wiper blade extends downward along the outer periph-

eral face of the device body, and

the wiper blade is curved toward a direction opposite to a

rotation direction of the wiper blade so that the upper

end portion of the wiper blade is located ahead of a

lower end portion of the wiper blade relative to the

rotation direction of the wiper blade.

2. The peripheral information detection device of claim 1,
further comprising:

a receiving dish that receives the cleaning fluid that has

been applied to the device body through the nozzle; and
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a pump that supplies the cleaning fluid that has accumu-
lated in the receiving dish to the nozzle.
3. A self-driving vehicle comprising:
the peripheral information detection device of claim 1;
and
a switching section that switches between a first driving
mode in which the vehicle is driven based on the
peripheral information detected by the peripheral infor-
mation detection device and a second driving mode in
which a driver manually drives the vehicle by operating
a steering wheel of the vehicle.
4. The peripheral information detection device of claim 1,
wherein
the rotary shaft extends through a central portion of the
device body.
5. The self-driving vehicle of claim 3, wherein
the peripheral information detection device includes a
heater for heating the cleaning fluid and the device
body, and
the heater is disposed at a position to simultaneously heat
upstream and downstream of a flow-path of the clean-
ing fluid.
6. The self-driving vehicle of claim 5, wherein the heater
is positioned on a vehicle ceiling of the self-driving vehicle.
7. The self-driving vehicle of claim 3, wherein the device
body is formed in a circular tube shape with its axial
direction extending vertically.
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