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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a control device which has a housing
with a housing base and a housing cover In the housing, a
circuit board with electronic components has been arranged
in the housing, which, furthermore, has a plug connection
element with a connector housing. The connector housing
has been arranged on the housing base, and in the housing
base an opening has been arranged, which is covered by the
connector housing and penetrated by connection elements of
the plug connection element. A pressure compensation ele-
ment has been arranged in the connector housing.
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1
CONTROL DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE

This application claims priority to German Application
No. 102014 106840.8, filed May 15, 2014, which is hereby
incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

The invention relates to a control device, in particular a
sensor assembly or a radar sensor, especially for a motor
vehicle.

BACKGROUND

Radar sensors are used more and more frequently in
motor vehicles. For example, such radar sensors are used
driver assistance systems in order to be able to recognize
oncoming vehicles already from a larger distance and in
order to be able to determine as precisely as possible their
position and speed. Radar sensors are used also to monitor
the immediate surroundings of the motor vehicle.

For this purpose, the radar sensors are mounted on the
body of the vehicle, behind the bumper or in the engine
space. Therefore, they are protected against external influ-
ences by means of a housing with a radome.

At the same time, the housing consists of aluminum,
which results in improved EMC shielding, wherein a plug
has to be mounted to the housing so as to be able to connect
the electronics of the radar sensor in the housing from the
outside. Furthermore, because of the stable aluminum hous-
ing and the heat generated in the housing a pressure com-
pensation element has been provided in the housing, which
has a membrane for providing the pressure compensation.
The radome used as housing cover for the housing is mostly
transparent for microwave radiation and is manufactured,
for example, of plastic material.

In plastic housings, the material of the housing in itself
does not ensure the EMC shielding. For this purpose,
metallic coatings or interior housings are required, which
involve a complex and cost-intensive assembly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore the object of the present invention to
provide an improved control device in comparison to prior
art which, at the same time, ensures sufficient EMC protec-
tion and secure pressure compensation.

One embodiment of the invention relates to a control
device, which has a housing with a housing base and a
housing cover, wherein a circuit board with electronic
components is arranged in the housing, which, furthermore,
has a plug connection element with a connector housing,
wherein the connector housing has been arranged on the
housing base and in the housing base an opening has been
arranged, which is covered by the connector housing and
penetrated by connection elements of the plug connection
element, wherein a pressure compensation element has been
arranged in the connector housing. As a result, the housing
can be designed in such a way that it fulfills the requirement
with regard to EMC protection and the plug connection
element assumes the electrical contact and the pressure
compensation so that the respective component is optimized
for its respective purpose.

According to the invention, it is of special advantage
when the housing base consists of metal, for example,
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aluminum or aluminum alloy. This will result in the desired
stability and perfect EMC protection.

It is also advantageous when the housing cover, in par-
ticular the randome, consists of plastic material. Plastic
material has the advantageous property of being mostly
transparent for microwave radiation. In addition, plastic
material can be manufactured in a cost-effective manner.

It is also advantageous when the connector housing
consists of plastic material. It can be designed in a simple
and cost-effective manner and the pressure compensation
element can be easily integrated.

At the same time, it is advantageous when the connector
housing is mounted to the housing base, for example,
screwed, riveted, welded or glued to the housing base. This
can result in a secure and permanent connection. When
using the method of screwing or riveting, a repair can be
performed with a non-destructive detachment.

It is also practical when the connector housing and/or the
housing base comprise a gasket receiver for receiving a
gasket by means of which the connector housing is tightly
mounted to the housing base. As a result, the interior space
of the housing can be protected in such a way that no dirt or
water can penetrate the interface between housing and
connector housing.

At the same time, it is advantageous when the gasket is
designed in the form of an axial seal or radial seal.

It is also advantageous when the pressure compensation
element is designed in the form of an opening arranged in
the connector housing and covered by a membrane. As a
result, the membrane can compensate the pressure, as well
as seal the interior space of the housing.

It is of special advantage when the membrane is mounted
to the connector housing by means of ultrasonic welding or
gluing. In this way, it is possible to attain a simple and tight
connection in the area of the pressure compensation element.

Furthermore, it is advantageous when the circuit board is
arranged to be mounted to the housing base, for example,
screwed, riveted, welded or glued to the housing base. As a
result, the circuit board can be arranged in a permanently
secure and vibration-free manner. This protects the service
life of the control device, in particular the radar sensor.

In addition, it is of advantage when the housing cover is
arranged to be tightly mounted to the housing base, for
example, screwed, riveted, welded or glued to the housing
base.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference is now made more particularly to the drawings,
which illustrate the best presently known mode of carrying
out the invention and wherein similar reference characters
indicate the same parts throughout the views.

FIG. 1is a perspective exploded diagram of the invention-
based radar sensor used as an example for a control device,

FIG. 2 is a perspective presentation of a plug connection
element,

FIG. 3 is a presentation of the housing of the control
device, having a connector housing at the bottom,

FIG. 4 is a schematic lateral view of the control device,
and

FIG. 5 is a further lateral view of the control device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective exploded diagram of a control
device 1 with a housing 2. The housing 2 consists of a
housing base 3 and a housing cover 4. At the same time, the
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housing base 3 is shaped in the form of a basin, having a
base 5 and a circumferential raised edge 6. In the housing,
a circuit board 7, especially a sensor board, has been
arranged, in which electronic components and/or antenna
elements 8 are arranged. Screws 9 are used to connect the
circuit board 7 with the housing base 3. For this purpose, the
circuit board 7 rests on a circumferential section 10 of the
raised edge 6, to which also the screw holes 11 are attached.

The housing cover 4 covers the interior space of the
housing 2. For this purpose, the housing cover 4 has a planar
surface area 12 and a circumferential raised edge 13, which
engages in a circumferential groove 14 of the edge 6 of the
housing base 3. At the same time, the housing cover 4 can
be designed in the form of a randome.

Furthermore, the control device comprises a plug connec-
tion element 16 with a connector housing 17. The connector
housing 17 is arranged on the bottom side of the housing
base 3. For this purpose, the upper side of the plug connec-
tion element 16 comprises electrical contacts 18, which
penetrate an opening 19 in the housing base 3. Around the
contacts 18 the plug connection element 16 comprises a
circumferential gasket 20, which is arranged in a receiver 21
and which seals the opening 19 to the outside when the plug
connection element 16 is placed and screwed on the housing
base. For this purpose, the screws 22 have been provided
which are screwed into screw holes 23 of the housing base
3.

Furthermore, the plug connection element 16 comprises a
pressure compensation element 24. This pressure compen-
sation element is designed in the form of an opening which
is covered by a membrane. Advantageously, the membrane
is designed in such a way that it is connected to the
connector housing 17 by means of ultrasound welding or
gluing.

According to the invention, the housing base 3 consists of
metal, for example, aluminum or aluminum alloy. At the
same time, the housing cover 4 consists of plastic material.
In the embodiment, the connector housing 17 consists of
plastic material.

In FIGS. 4 and 5 the control device 1 is shown in a
respective lateral view. The housing base 3 of the housing 2
comprises an approximately rectangular base with a raised
edge 6 on which the housing cover 4 is placed. On the
bottom side the plug connection element 16 is mounted to
the housing base 3, resulting in the fact that the plug
connection element 16 protrudes laterally and a plug can be
inserted from the side into the plug receiver 25.

According to the above-mentioned description, the con-
nector housing 17 is screwed to the housing base 3. Alter-
natively, the connector housing 17 can be also riveted,
welded or glued to the housing base 3. Advantageously, the
circuit board 7 is mounted to the housing base 3, wherein the
circuit board 7 is screwed to the housing base 3. Alterna-
tively, the circuit board 7 can also be riveted, welded or
glued to the housing base 3. Preferably, the housing cover 4
is tightly mounted to the housing base 3. Preferably, this can
be performed in that the housing cover 4 is screwed, riveted,
welded or alternatively glued to the housing base 3.

REFERENCE LIST

1 Control device
2 housing

3 Housing base
4 Housing cover
5 base

6 edge
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7 Circuit board

8 Electronic component or antenna element
9 screw

10 section

11 Screw hole

12 Surface area

13 edge

14 groove

16 Plug connection element

17 Connector housing

18 contakt

19 opening

20 gasket

21 receiver

22 screw

23 Screw hole

24 Pressure compensation element
25 Plug receiver

The invention claimed is:

1. A control device comprising:

a housing, the housing comprising:

a housing base; and
a housing cover selectively engageable with the hous-
ing base

a circuit board including electronic components, the cir-
cuit board arranged between the housing base and the
housing cover in the housing;

a plug connection element selectively engageable with the
housing base, the plug connection element including a
connector housing; and

an opening located at a bottom portion of the housing base
covered by the connector housing and through which
connection elements of the plug connection element are
penetrable; and

a pressure compensation element and a contact adjacent
the pressure compensation element each positioned on
a top portion of the connector housing for selective
engagement with the bottom portion of the housing
base via the opening in the bottom portion of the
housing base when the plug connection element is
selectively engaged with the housing base.

2. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the

housing base consists of metal.

3. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
housing cover consists of plastic material.

4. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
housing cover consists of radome.

5. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
connector housing consists of plastic material.

6. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
connector housing is connected to the housing base.

7. The control device according to claim 1 wherein at least
one of the connector housing and the housing base comprise
a gasket receiver for receiving a gasket by means of which
the connector housing is tightly mounted to the housing
base.

8. The control device according to claim 7 wherein the
gasket is designed in the form of an axial seal or radial seal.

9. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
pressure compensation element is designed in the form of an
opening arranged in the connector housing and covered by
a membrane.

10. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
membrane is connected to the connector housing by means
of ultrasonic welding or gluing.

11. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
circuit board is arranged to be connected to the housing base.
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12. The control device according to claim 1 wherein a
sensor cover is tightly mounted to the housing base.
13. The control device according to claim 1 wherein the
control device comprises a radar sensor.

14. A control device comprising: 5

a housing, the housing comprising:
a metal housing base; and
a housing cover selectively engageable with the hous-

ing base

a circuit board including electronic components, the cir- 10
cuit board arranged between the housing base and the
housing cover in the housing;

aplug connection element selectively engageable with the
housing base, the plug connection element including a
plastic connector housing; and 15

an opening located at a bottom portion of the housing base
covered by the connector housing and through which
connection elements of the plug connection element are
penetrable; and

a pressure compensation element positioned on a top 20
portion of the connector housing for selective engage-
ment with the bottom portion of the housing base when
the plug connection element is selectively engaged with
the housing base.
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