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1
ANTENNA ARRAY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This Application claims priority of Taiwan Patent Appli-
cation No. 104123193, filed on Jul. 17, 2015, the entirety of
which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an antenna array, and in
particular to an antenna array utilized in detection.

Description of the Related Art

Antenna technology is commonly utilized in the field of
biomonitoring to help provide nursing aid the elderly per-
sons, children, patients, and animals. For example, antenna
technology may be utilized to remotely monitor whether an
elderly person has fallen down, moves, or experiences
potentially dangerous irregularities of breathing or heart
rate. However, it is important that the signal used by the
biomonitoring antenna device does not interfere with the
signals of other electronic devices (the waveband of the
signal of the biomonitoring antenna device cannot overlap
with the waveband of the signal of other electronic devices).
Therefore, conventional biomonitoring antenna devices use
a narrow bandwidth, which can lead to inefficiency.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An antenna array is provided for monitoring an object.
The antenna array includes an emitting antenna module, a
first receiving antenna module, a second receiving antenna
module and a third receiving antenna module. The emitting
antenna module emits a detecting signal, wherein the detect-
ing signal contacts the object, and is reflected by the object
as a return signal. The first receiving antenna module
receives the return signal. The second receiving antenna
module receives the return signal. The third receiving
antenna module receives the return signal, wherein any one
of the antenna modules has a phase difference of 90 degrees
with the nearest neighboring antenna module.

In one embodiment, a distance is formed between any one
of the antenna modules and the nearest neighboring antenna
module, and the distance is greater than the wavelength of
the detecting signal.

In one embodiment, the first receiving antenna module,
the second receiving antenna module and the third receiving
antenna module are arranged in a triangle.

In one embodiment, the emitting antenna module is
located between the first receiving antenna module and the
second receiving antenna module.

In one embodiment, the emitting antenna module, the first
receiving antenna module, the second receiving antenna
module and the third receiving antenna module are the
antenna module of the same structure.

In one embodiment, the emitting antenna module com-
prises a substrate, a ground element, a feed point, a first
radiation element and a second radiation element. A first slot
and a second slot are formed on the ground element. At least
a portion of the first radiator extends into the first slot, and
at least a portion of the second radiator extends into the
second slot. The feed point couples the first radiator with the
second radiator.

In one embodiment, the first radiator and the second
radiator are fishbone shaped.
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In one embodiment, the shape of the first radiator differs
from the shape of the second radiator.

In one embodiment, the shape of the first slot differs from
the shape of the second slot.

In one embodiment, the first radiator comprises a first
extending portion, a first branch, a second branch and a third
branch, wherein the first branch, the second branch and the
third branch are parallel to each other, an end of the first
extending portion is connected to the feed point, the other
end of the first extending portion is connected to the first
branch, and the second branch and the third branch are
located between the feed point and the first branch and are
connected to the first extending portion.

In one embodiment, the first branch is located outside of
the first slot, and the second branch and the third branch are
located in the first slot.

In one embodiment, the second radiator comprises a
second extending portion, a fourth branch, a fifth branch, a
sixth branch and a seventh branch, wherein the fourth
branch, the fifth branch, the sixth branch and the seventh
branch are parallel to each other, an end of the second
extending portion is connected to the feed point, the other
end of the second extending portion is connected to the
seventh branch, and the fourth branch, the fifth branch and
the sixth branch are located between the feed point and the
seventh branch and are connected to the second extending
portion.

In one embodiment, the seventh branch is located outside
of the second slot, and the fourth branch, the fifth branch and
the sixth branch are located in the second slot.

In one embodiment, the extending direction of the first
extending portion is opposite to the extending direction of
the second extending portion.

In one embodiment, the width of the first branch is greater
than the width of the seventh branch.

In one embodiment, the length of the fifth branch is
greater than the length of the fourth branch, and the length
of the fifth branch is greater than the length of the sixth
branch.

Utilizing the antenna module of the embodiment of the
invention, the first radiator and the second radiator are
fishbone shaped, and the first radiator is asymmetric to the
second radiator. Therefore, the resonance frequency band is
generated with limited space, and the bandwidth is
increased. Additionally, the first slot, the second slot and the
fishbone shaped structure improve the directionality and
concentration of the antenna module.

A detailed description is given in the following embodi-
ments with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention can be more fully understood by
reading the subsequent detailed description and examples
with references made to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1A shows an antenna array of an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 1B shows an antenna array of another embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 2 shows the signal insulation of the antenna array of
the embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 3 shows an antenna module of an embodiment of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following description is of the best-contemplated
mode of carrying out the invention. This description is made
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for the purpose of illustrating the general principles of the
invention and should not be taken in a limiting sense. The
scope of the invention is best determined by reference to the
appended claims.

FIG. 1A shows an antenna array of an embodiment of the
invention, which is utilized to monitor an object (such as an
elderly person, a child, a patient, or an animal). The antenna
array 1 includes an emitting antenna module TX, a first
receiving antenna module RX1, a second receiving antenna
module RX2 and a third receiving antenna module RX3. The
emitting antenna module TX emits a detecting signal,
wherein the detecting signal contacts the object, and is
reflected by the object as a return signal. The first receiving
antenna module RX1 receives the return signal and outputs
a first result signal. The second receiving antenna module
RX2 receives the return signal and outputs a second result
signal. The third receiving antenna module RX3 receives the
return signal and outputs a third result signal. In one
embodiment, the first receiving antenna module RX1, the
second receiving antenna module RX2 and the third receiv-
ing antenna module RX3 are coupled to a processor. The
processor analyzes the movement, physiological conditions
or other information about the object according to the first,
second and third result signals provided by the first receiving
antenna module RX1, the second receiving antenna module
RX2 and the third receiving antenna module RX3.

With reference to FIG. 1A, in this embodiment, any one
of the antenna modules has a phase difference of 90 degrees
with the nearest neighboring antenna module. Specifically,
in this embodiment, the emitting antenna module TX has a
phase difference of 90 degrees with the first receiving
antenna module RX1, the emitting antenna module TX has
a phase difference of 90 degrees with the second receiving
antenna module RX2, and the emitting antenna module TX
has a phase difference of 90 degrees with the third receiving
antenna module RX3.

In this embodiment, the first receiving antenna module
RX1, the second receiving antenna module RX2 and the
third receiving antenna module RX3 are arranged in a
triangle. The emitting antenna module TX is located
between the first receiving antenna module RX1 and the
second receiving antenna module RX2.

In one embodiment, a distance is formed between any one
of the antenna modules and the nearest neighboring antenna
module, and the distance is greater than the wavelength A of
the detecting signal. For example, a distance is formed
between the emitting antenna module TX and the first
receiving antenna module RX1, and the distance is greater
than the wavelength A of the detecting signal, a distance is
formed between the emitting antenna module TX and the
second receiving antenna module RX2, and the distance is
greater than the wavelength A of the detecting signal, and a
distance is formed between the emitting antenna module TX
and the third receiving antenna module RX3, and the dis-
tance is greater than the wavelength A of the detecting
signal.

Utilizing the antenna array of the embodiment of the
invention, any one of the antenna modules has the phase
difference of 90 degrees with the nearest neighboring
antenna module. Therefore, the signal insulation and the
transmission efficiency of the antenna array are improved.
With reference to FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the signal
insulation (S21) of the antenna array can lower than =30 dB.
In the band between 5 GHz-6 GHz, the transmission effi-
ciency of the antenna array is between 55% and 80%.

FIG. 1B shows an antenna array 1' of another embodiment
of the invention, wherein the positions of the emitting
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antenna module TX, the first receiving antenna module
RX1, the second receiving antenna module RX2 and the
third receiving antenna module RX3 can be modified, and
the antenna array 1' still satisfies the rule that any one of the
antenna modules must have a phase difference of 90 degrees
with the nearest neighboring antenna module, and the rule
that the distance formed between any one of the antenna
modules and the nearest neighboring antenna module must
be greater than the wavelength A of the detecting signal.

In one embodiment, the emitting antenna module TX, the
first receiving antenna module RX1, the second receiving
antenna module RX2 and the third receiving antenna module
RX3 are designed by dipole antenna structure and slot
antenna structure. The emitting antenna module TX, the first
receiving antenna module RX1, the second receiving
antenna module RX2 and the third receiving antenna module
RX3 are the antenna module of the same structure. With
reference to FIG. 3, the detailed structure of the antenna
module of the embodiment of the invention is described with
emitting antenna module TX as an example. The emitting
antenna module TX comprises a substrate 40, a ground
element 30, a feed point 41, a first radiation element 10 and
a second radiation element 20. A first slot 31 and a second
slot 32 are formed on the ground element 30. At least a
portion of the first radiator 10 extends into the first slot 31.
At least a portion of the second radiator 20 extends into the
second slot 32, and the feed point 41 couples the first
radiator 10 with the second radiator 20.

As to the detailed structure, the first radiator 10 and the
second radiator 20 are fishbone shaped. In this embodiment,
the shape the first radiator 10 differs from the shape of the
second radiator 20. The shape of the first slot 31 differs from
the shape of the second slot 32.

The first radiator 10 comprises a first extending portion
19, a first branch 11, a second branch 12 and a third branch
13. The first branch 11, the second branch 12 and the third
branch 13 are parallel to each other. An end of the first
extending portion 19 is connected to the feed point 41. The
other end of the first extending portion 19 is connected to the
first branch 11. The second branch 12 and the third branch
13 are located between the feed point 41 and the first branch
11 and are connected to the first extending portion 19. In one
embodiment, the first branch 11 is located outside of the first
slot 31, and the second branch 12 and the third branch 13 are
located in the first slot 31.

The second radiator 20 comprises a second extending
portion 29, a fourth branch 24, a fifth branch 25, a sixth
branch 26 and a seventh branch 27. The fourth branch 24, the
fifth branch 25, the sixth branch 26 and the seventh branch
27 are parallel to each other. An end of the second extending
portion 29 is connected to the feed point 41. The other end
of the second extending portion 29 is connected to the
seventh branch 27. The fourth branch 24, the fifth branch 25
and the sixth branch 26 are located between the feed point
41 and the seventh branch 27 and are connected to the
second extending portion 29. In one embodiment, the sev-
enth branch 27 is located outside of the second slot 32, and
the fourth branch 24, the fifth branch 25 and the sixth branch
26 are located in the second slot 32.

In one embodiment, the extending direction of the first
extending portion 19 is opposite to the extending direction
of the second extending portion 29. The width of the first
branch 11 is greater than the width of the seventh branch 27.
The length of the fifth branch 25 is greater than the length
of the fourth branch 24, and the length of the fifth branch 25
is greater than the length of the sixth branch 26.
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In this embodiment, the first slot 31 and the second slot 32
are T shaped. In one embodiment, the first slot 31 and the
first branch 11 transmit the 5 GHz signals. The second slot
32 and the seventh branch 27 transmit the 6 GHz signals.
The second branch 12, the third branch 13, the fourth branch
24, the fifth branch 25 and the sixth branch 26 transmit the
signals within the band of 7 GHZ-8 GHz. The second branch
12 and the third branch 13 enhance the transmission of the
8 GHz signals. The fourth branch 24, the fifth branch 25 and
the sixth branch 26 enhance the transmission of the 7 GHz
signals.

Utilizing the antenna module of the embodiment of the
invention, the first radiator and the second radiator are
fishbone shaped, and the first radiator is asymmetric to the
second radiator. Therefore, the resonance frequency band is
generated with limited space, and the bandwidth is
increased. Additionally, the first slot, the second slot and the
fishbone shaped structure improve the directionality and
concentration of the antenna module. In one embodiment,
the second branch 12, the third branch 13, the fourth branch
24, the fifth branch 25 and the sixth branch 26 are slightly
trapezoid shaped. The first slot 31 and the second slot 32 are
also trapezoid shaped to improve the directionality and
concentration of the antenna module.

Use of ordinal terms such as “first”, “second”, “third”,
etc., in the claims to modity a claim element does not by
itself connote any priority, precedence, or order of one claim
element over another or the temporal order in which acts of
a method are performed, but are used merely as labels to
distinguish one claim element having a certain name from
another element having the same name (but for use of the
ordinal term).

While the invention has been described by way of
example and in terms of the preferred embodiments, it is to
be understood that the invention is not limited to the
disclosed embodiments. On the contrary, it is intended to
cover various modifications and similar arrangements (as
would be apparent to those skilled in the art). Therefore, the
scope of the appended claims should be accorded the
broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifi-
cations and similar arrangements.

What is claimed is:

1. An antenna array, for monitoring an object, comprising:

an emitting antenna module, emitting a detecting signal,

wherein the detecting signal contacts the object, and is
reflected by the object as a return signal;

a first receiving antenna module, to receive the return

signal;

a second receiving antenna module, to receive the return

signal; and

a third receiving antenna module, to receive the return

signal, wherein a structural difference between each of
the antenna module and the nearest neighboring
antenna module is arranged orthogonally.

2. The antenna array as claimed in claim 1, wherein a
distance is formed between each of the antenna modules and
the nearest neighboring antenna module, and the distance is
greater than a wavelength of the detecting signal.

3. The antenna array as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
first receiving antenna module, the second receiving antenna
module and the third receiving antenna module are arranged
in a triangle.
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4. The antenna array as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
emitting antenna module is located between the first receiv-
ing antenna module and the second receiving antenna mod-
ule.

5. The antenna array as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
emitting antenna module, the first receiving antenna module,
the second receiving antenna module and the third receiving
antenna module are the antenna modules of the same struc-
ture.

6. The antenna array as claimed in claim 5, wherein the
emitting antenna module comprises a substrate, a ground
element, a feed point, a first radiator and a second radiator;
a first slot and a second slot are formed on the ground
element, at least a portion of the first radiator extends into
the first slot, at least a portion of the second radiator extends
into the second slot, and the feed point couples the first
radiator with the second radiator.

7. The antenna array as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
first radiator and the second radiator are fishbone shaped.

8. The antenna array as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
shape of the first radiator differs from the shape of the
second radiator.

9. The antenna array as claimed in claim 8, wherein the
shape of the first slot differs from the shape of the second
slot.

10. The antenna array as claimed in claim 9, wherein the
first radiator comprises a first extending portion, a first
branch, a second branch and a third branch, wherein the first
branch, the second branch and the third branch are parallel
to each other, an end of the first extending portion is
connected to the feed point, the other end of the first
extending portion is connected to the first branch, and the
second branch and the third branch are located between the
feed point and the first branch and are connected to the first
extending portion.

11. The antenna array as claimed in claim 10, wherein the
first branch is located outside of the first slot, and the second
branch and the third branch are located in the first slot.

12. The antenna array as claimed in claim 11, wherein the
second radiator comprises a second extending portion, a
fourth branch, a fifth branch, a sixth branch and a seventh
branch, wherein the fourth branch, the fifth branch, the sixth
branch and the seventh branch are parallel to each other, an
end of the second extending portion is connected to the feed
point, the other end of the second extending portion is
connected to the seventh branch, and the fourth branch, the
fifth branch and the sixth branch are located between the
feed point and the seventh branch and are connected to the
second extending portion.

13. The antenna array as claimed in claim 12, wherein the
seventh branch is located outside of the second slot, and the
fourth branch, the fifth branch and the sixth branch are
located in the second slot.

14. The antenna array as claimed in claim 13, wherein an
extending direction of the first extending portion is opposite
to an extending direction of the second extending portion.

15. The antenna array as claimed in claim 14, wherein a
width of the first branch is greater than a width of the seventh
branch.

16. The antenna array as claimed in claim 15, wherein a
length of the fifth branch is greater than a length of the fourth
branch, and the length of the fifth branch is greater than a
length of the sixth branch.
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