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1
OPERATION OF A VEHICLE BY
CLASSIFYING A PRECEDING VEHICLE
LANE

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to the field of vehicle warning
systems, and in particular to operating a vehicle based on a
location of a remote vehicle as being in the same lane or a
different lane.

BACKGROUND

Computerization of certain aspects of vehicles has led to
a shift from completely manual control of vehicles to
vehicles in which drivers are provided with varying levels of
assistance. Some systems are passive in nature. In a passive
system, a condition is detected, and the driver is warned of
the condition. Other systems are active in nature. In an active
system, a condition is detected and the vehicle assumes
control of a certain system or modifies the control inputs
made by the driver.

Some driver assistance systems are intended to warn
drivers as to potential collisions. Collision warning systems
that are currently in wide use rely on detection and ranging
systems that utilize technologies such as Sonar, Radar, and
Lidar. The signals generated by the detection and ranging
system are used as a basis for determining whether a
collision is imminent.

Collision warning systems that are based on vehicle-to-
vehicle (V2V) communications are under development. One
example of V2V communication is a system in which
vehicles exchange a basic safety message or “BSM.” The
BSM that is broadcast by a vehicle can contain a number of
data elements that describe various aspects of the operation
of'the vehicle or provide information about the vehicle itself.
As one example, the BSM can include location and trajec-
tory information. As another example, the BSM can include
information that describes the vehicle type and size for the
vehicle. In any event, the BSM may be used in collision
warning systems.

SUMMARY

Disclosed herein are vehicle warning and informative
systems.

One aspect of the disclosure is a method for operating a
host vehicle. The method includes identifying remote
vehicle information indicating at least a geospatial state for
a remote vehicle, identifying host vehicle information indi-
cating at least a geospatial state for the host vehicle, and, for
a sequence of sampling points, determining a distance
between the remote vehicle and the host vehicle within a
transportation network based on the remote vehicle infor-
mation and the host vehicle information, the host vehicle
behind the remote vehicle in a direction of travel, calculating
an angle from a centerline extending from the host vehicle
for the distance, the angle varying as a function of the
distance, and determining a conically-shaped zone using the
angle. The method also includes, responsive to the remote
vehicle being located within the conically-shaped zone,
operating the host vehicle based on the remote vehicle being
in a lane in which the host vehicle is traveling.

Another aspect of the disclosure is a (e.g., host) vehicle
that includes a powertrain, a sensor, and an operation system
to operate the vehicle. The operation system is configured to
identify remote vehicle information indicating at least a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

geospatial state for a remote vehicle and identify, using at
least the sensor, host vehicle information indicating at least
a geospatial state for the host vehicle. For a sequence of
sampling points, a distance between the remote vehicle and
the host vehicle within a transportation network is deter-
mined based on the remote vehicle information and the host
vehicle information, the host vehicle behind the remote
vehicle in a direction of travel, and an angle is calculated
from a centerline extending from the host vehicle for the
distance, the angle varying as a function of the distance.
Responsive to the remote vehicle being located within a first
conically-shaped zone determined by a first angle calculated
at a first sampling point of the sequence, the host vehicle is
operated based on the remote vehicle being in a lane in
which the host vehicle is traveling. Responsive to calculat-
ing a second angle larger than the first angle at a second
sampling point of the sequence, whether the remote vehicle
remains in the lane in which the host vehicle is traveling is
determined by determining whether the remote vehicle is
located within a second conically-shaped zone determined
by the second angle. Finally, and responsive to calculating a
third angle smaller than the first angle at the second sam-
pling point of the sequence, whether the remote vehicle
remains in the lane in which the host vehicle is traveling is
determined by determining whether the remote vehicle is
located within the first conically-shaped zone determined by
the first angle.

Another aspect of this disclosure is an apparatus for
controlling a host vehicle. The apparatus includes a proces-
sor and memory storing instructions that cause the processor
to perform a method comprising identifying remote vehicle
information indicating at least a geospatial state for a remote
vehicle, identifying host vehicle information indicating at
least a geospatial state for the host vehicle, and, for a
sequence of sampling points, determining a distance
between the remote vehicle and the host vehicle within a
transportation network based on the remote vehicle infor-
mation and the host vehicle information, calculating an
angle from a centerline extending from the host vehicle for
the distance, the angle varying as a function of the distance,
and determining a conically-shaped zone using the angle.
The host vehicle is operated based on the remote vehicle
being in a lane in which the host vehicle is traveling as long
as the remote vehicle remains within the conically-shaped
zone. The host vehicle is behind the remote vehicle in a
direction of travel.

These and other aspects of the present disclosure are
disclosed in the following detailed description of the
embodiments, the appended claims, and the accompanying
figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is best understood from the following
detailed description when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings, like numbers refer
to like elements unless stated otherwise.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example of a vehicle in which
the teachings herein may be incorporated.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example of a portion of a vehicle
transportation and communication system.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a cone or conically-shaped zone of
relevance used to determine whether a remote vehicle is in
the same lane as a host vehicle.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method of operating a vehicle
according to the teachings herein.
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FIG. 5 is a graph of a trigonometric function used to
calculate an output angle based on d a distance between the
host vehicle and the remote vehicle.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a dynamic conically-shaped zone
determined using the step-wise function described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A vehicle warning system receives input over time from
a variety of sources that detect one or more remote vehicles
and determines whether there is a possibility of collision.
The possibility of collision is based on, for example, the
speed and heading of both a host vehicle with which the
vehicle warning system is associated and one or more
remote vehicles. If a remote vehicle and the host vehicle will
each reach a converging point within a defined time absent
a change in operation of either, an alert or warning will issue
from the vehicle warning system. For example, an alert will
issue if the vehicles will reach the converging point within
two seconds, four seconds, or some other value, of each
other. The terms alert and warning may be used interchange-
ably herein.

A remote vehicle may be heading in a same direction as
the host vehicle. When that remote vehicle is in an adjacent
lane, a converging point is unlikely unless there is a change
in heading of either the remote vehicle or the host vehicle.
When the remote vehicle is in the same lane as the host
vehicle, however, differences in speed and/or acceleration
alone can result in the determination of a converging point
that may require an alert or other change to the operation of
the host vehicle, remote vehicle, or both, to avoid a potential
collision. Therefore, determining whether the remote vehicle
and host vehicle are in the same lane is desirable.

In some cases, a host vehicle includes an adaptive cruise
control (ACC) system including following control. Follow-
ing control in the ACC system of a host vehicle may be used
to set and maintain a constant distance from a remote vehicle
that the host vehicle is behind in a travel lane. In this case,
too, distinguishing whether a remote vehicle traveling in the
same or substantially the same direction as the host vehicle
is in the same lane or an adjacent lane to the host vehicle is
desirable.

According to the teachings herein, a dynamic cone of
relevance is used to determine the lane of a remote vehicle
traveling ahead of a host vehicle so that the host vehicle can
operate accordingly.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example of a vehicle in which
the aspects, features, and elements disclosed herein may be
implemented. A vehicle 1000 includes a chassis 1100, a
powertrain 1200, a controller 1300, wheels 1400, or any
other element or combination of elements of a vehicle.
Although the vehicle 1000 is shown as including four
wheels 1400 for simplicity, any other propulsion device or
devices, such as a propeller or tread, may be used. In FIG.
1, the lines interconnecting elements, such as the powertrain
1200, the controller 1300, and the wheels 1400, indicate that
information, such as data or control signals, power, such as
electrical power or torque, or both information and power,
may be communicated between the respective elements. For
example, the controller 1300 may receive power from the
powertrain 1200 and communicate with the powertrain
1200, the wheels 1400, or both, to control the vehicle 1000,
which can include accelerating, decelerating, steering, or
otherwise controlling the vehicle 1000.

The powertrain 1200 includes a power source 1210, a
transmission 1220, a steering unit 1230, an actuator 1240, or
any other element or combination of elements of a pow-
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ertrain, such as a suspension, a drive shaft, axles, or an
exhaust system. Although shown separately, the wheels
1400 may be included in the powertrain 1200.

The power source 1210 may be any device or combina-
tion of devices operative to provide energy, such as electrical
energy, thermal energy, or kinetic energy. For example, the
power source 1210 includes an engine, such as an internal
combustion engine, an electric motor, or a combination of an
internal combustion engine and an electric motor, and is
operative to provide kinetic energy as a motive force to one
or more of the wheels 1400. In some embodiments, the
power source 1210 includes a potential energy unit, such as
one or more dry cell batteries, such as nickel-cadmium
(NiCd), nickel-zinc (NiZn), nickel metal hydride (NiMH),
lithium-ion (Li-ion); solar cells; fuel cells; or any other
device capable of providing energy.

The transmission 1220 receives energy, such as kinetic
energy, from the power source 1210, and transmits the
energy to the wheels 1400 to provide a motive force. The
transmission 1220 may be controlled by the controller 1300,
the vehicle actuator 1240 or both. The steering unit 1230
may be controlled by the controller 1300, the vehicle actua-
tor 1240, or both and controls the wheels 1400 to steer the
vehicle. The vehicle actuator 1240 may receive signals from
the controller 1300 and may actuate or control the power
source 1210, the transmission 1220, the steering unit 1230,
or any combination thereof to operate the vehicle 1000.

In some embodiments, the controller 1300 includes a
location unit 1310, an electronic communication unit 1320,
a processor 1330, a memory 1340, a user interface 1350, a
sensor 1360, an electronic communication interface 1370, or
any combination thereof. Although shown as a single unit,
any one or more elements of the controller 1300 may be
integrated into any number of separate physical units. For
example, the user interface 1350 and processor 1330 may be
integrated in a first physical unit and the memory 1340 may
be integrated in a second physical unit. Although not shown
in FIG. 1, the controller 1300 may include a power source,
such as a battery. Although shown as separate elements, the
location unit 1310, the electronic communication unit 1320,
the processor 1330, the memory 1340, the user interface
1350, the sensor 1360, the electronic communication inter-
face 1370, or any combination thereof can be integrated in
one or more electronic units, circuits, or chips.

In some embodiments, the processor 1330 includes any
device or combination of devices capable of manipulating or
processing a signal or other information now-existing or
hereafter developed, including optical processors, quantum
processors, molecular processors, or a combination thereof.
For example, the processor 1330 may include one or more
special purpose processors, one or more digital signal pro-
Cessors, one Or more mMicroprocessors, one or more control-
lers, one or more microcontrollers, one or more integrated
circuits, one or more an Application Specific Integrated
Circuits, one or more Field Programmable Gate Array, one
or more programmable logic arrays, one or more program-
mable logic controllers, one or more state machines, or any
combination thereof. The processor 1330 may be opera-
tively coupled with the location unit 1310, the memory
1340, the electronic communication interface 1370, the
electronic communication unit 1320, the user interface 1350,
the sensor 1360, the powertrain 1200, or any combination
thereof. For example, the processor is operatively coupled
with the memory 1340 via a communication bus 1380.

The memory 1340 may include any tangible non-transi-
tory computer-usable or computer-readable medium,
capable of, for example, containing, storing, communicat-
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ing, or transporting machine readable instructions or any
information associated therewith, for use by or in connection
with the processor 1330. The memory 1340 is, for example,
one or more solid state drives, one or more memory cards,
one or more removable media, one or more read only
memories, one or more random access memories, one or
more disks, including a hard disk, a floppy disk, an optical
disk, a magnetic or optical card, or any type of non-
transitory media suitable for storing electronic information,
or any combination thereof.

The electronic communication interface 1370 may be a
wireless antenna, as shown, a wired communication port, an
optical communication port, or any other wired or wireless
unit capable of interfacing with a wired or wireless elec-
tronic communication medium 1500.

The electronic communication unit 1320 may be config-
ured to transmit or receive signals via a wired or wireless
electronic communication medium 1500, such as via the
electronic communication interface 1370. Although not
explicitly shown in FIG. 1, the electronic communication
unit 1320 is configured to transmit, receive, or both via any
wired or wireless communication medium, such as radio
frequency (RF), ultra violet (UV), visible light, fiber optic,
wire line, or a combination thereof. Although FIG. 1 shows
a single electronic communication unit 1320 and a single
electronic communication interface 1370, any number of
communication units and any number of communication
interfaces may be used. In some embodiments, the electronic
communication unit 1320 can include a dedicated short
range communications (DSRC) unit, a wireless safety unit
(WSU), or a combination thereof.

The location unit 1310 may determine geolocation infor-
mation, such as longitude, latitude, elevation, direction of
travel, or speed, of the vehicle 1000. For example, the
location unit includes a global positioning system (GPS)
unit, such as a Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS)
enabled National Marine-Electronics Association (NMEA)
unit, a radio triangulation unit, or a combination thereof. The
location unit 1310 can be used to obtain information that
represents, for example, a current heading of the vehicle
1000, a current position of the vehicle 1000 in two or three
dimensions, a current angular orientation of the vehicle
1000, or a combination thereof.

The user interface 1350 may include any unit capable of
interfacing with a person, such as a virtual or physical
keypad, a touchpad, a display, a touch display, a speaker, a
microphone, a video camera, a sensor, a printer, or any
combination thereof. The user interface 1350 may be opera-
tively coupled with the processor 1330, as shown, or with
any other element of the controller 1300. Although shown as
a single unit, the user interface 1350 can include one or more
physical units. For example, the user interface 1350 includes
an audio interface for performing audio communication with
a person, and a touch display for performing visual and
touch based communication with the person.

The sensor 1360 may include one or more sensors, such
as an array of sensors, which may be operable to provide
information that may be used to control the vehicle. The
sensors 1360 can provide information regarding current
operating characteristics of the vehicle. The sensors 1360
include, for example, a speed sensor, acceleration sensors, a
steering angle sensor, traction-related sensors, braking-re-
lated sensors, or any sensor, or combination of sensors, that
is operable to report information regarding some aspect of
the current dynamic situation of the vehicle 1000.

In some embodiments, the sensors 1360 include sensors
that are operable to obtain information regarding the physi-
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cal environment surrounding the vehicle 1000. For example,
one or more sensors detect road geometry and obstacles,
such as fixed obstacles, vehicles, and pedestrians. The
sensors 1360 can be or include one or more video cameras,
laser-sensing systems, infrared-sensing systems, acoustic-
sensing systems, or any other suitable type of on-vehicle
environmental sensing device, or combination of devices,
now known or later developed. In some embodiments, the
sensors 1360 and the location unit 1310 are combined.

Although not shown separately, in some embodiments,
the vehicle 1000 includes a trajectory controller. For
example, the controller 1300 may include a trajectory con-
troller. The trajectory controller may be operable to obtain
information describing a current state of the vehicle 1000
and a route planned for the vehicle 1000, and, based on this
information, to determine and optimize a trajectory for the
vehicle 1000. In some embodiments, the trajectory control-
ler outputs signals operable to control the vehicle 1000 such
that the vehicle 1000 follows the trajectory that is deter-
mined by the trajectory controller. For example, the output
of the trajectory controller can be an optimized trajectory
that may be supplied to the powertrain 1200, the wheels
1400, or both. In some embodiments, the optimized trajec-
tory includes control inputs such as a set of steering angles,
with each steering angle corresponding to a point in time or
a position. The optimized trajectory can be one or more
paths, lines, curves, or a combination thereof.

One or more of the wheels 1400 may be a steered wheel,
which is pivoted to a steering angle under control of the
steering unit 1230, a propelled wheel, which is torqued to
propel the vehicle 1000 under control of the transmission
1220, or a steered and propelled wheel that steers and
propels the vehicle 1000.

A vehicle may include units, or elements not shown in
FIG. 1, such as an enclosure, a Bluetooth® module, a
frequency modulated (FM) radio unit, a Near Field Com-
munication (NFC) module, a liquid crystal display (LCD)
display unit, an organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display
unit, a speaker, or any combination thereof.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example of a portion of a vehicle
transportation and communication system in which the
aspects, features, and elements disclosed herein may be
implemented. The vehicle transportation and communica-
tion system 2000 includes one or more vehicles 2100/2110,
such as the vehicle 1000 shown in FIG. 1, which may travel
via one or more portions of one or more transportation
networks 2200, and may communicate via one or more
electronic communication networks 2300. Although not
explicitly shown in FIG. 2, a vehicle may traverse an area
that is not expressly or completely included in a transpor-
tation network, such as an off-road area.

The electronic communication network 2300 may be a
multiple access system that provides for communication,
such as voice communication, data communication, video
communication, messaging communication, or a combina-
tion thereof, between the vehicle 2100/2110 and one or more
communication devices 2400. For example, a vehicle 2100/
2110 may receive information, such as information repre-
senting the transportation network 2200, from a communi-
cation device 2400 via the electronic communication
network 2300.

In some embodiments, a vehicle 2100/2110 communi-
cates via a wired communication link (not shown), a wire-
less communication link 2310/2320/2370, or a combination
of any number of wired or wireless communication links.
For example, as shown, a vehicle 2100/2110 communicates
via a terrestrial wireless communication link 2310, via a
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non-terrestrial wireless communication link 2320, or via a
combination thereof. In some implementations, a terrestrial
wireless communication link 2310 includes an Ethernet link,
a serial link, a Bluetooth link, an infrared (IR) link, an
ultraviolet (UV) link, or any link capable of providing for
electronic communication.

A vehicle 2100/2110 may communicate with another
vehicle 2100/2110. As shown for example, a host, or subject,
vehicle 2100 receives one or more automated inter-vehicle
messages, such as a basic safety message (BSM), from a
remote, or target, vehicle 2110, via a direct communication
link 2370, or via an electronic communication network
2300. The remote vehicle 2110 may broadcast the message
to host vehicles within a defined broadcast range, such as
200 or 300 meters. In some embodiments, the host vehicle
2100 receives a message via a third party, such as a signal
repeater (not shown) or another remote vehicle (not shown).
A vehicle 2100/2110 may transmit one or more automated
inter-vehicle messages periodically based on a defined inter-
val, such as 100 milliseconds.

Automated inter-vehicle messages may include vehicle
identification information, geospatial state information, such
as longitude, latitude, or elevation information, geospatial
location accuracy information, kinematic state information,
such as vehicle acceleration information, yaw rate informa-
tion, speed information, vehicle heading information, brak-
ing system status information, throttle information, steering
wheel angle information, or vehicle routing information, or
vehicle operating state information, such as vehicle size
information, headlight state information, turn signal infor-
mation, wiper status information, transmission information,
or any other information, or combination of information,
relevant to the transmitting vehicle state. For example,
transmission state information (which may be transmitted as
part of the kinematic state information) indicates whether
the transmission of the transmitting vehicle is in a neutral
state, a parked state, a forward state, or a reverse state.

In some embodiments, the vehicle 2100 communicates
with the electronic communication network 2300 via an
access point 2330. The access point 2330, which may
include a computing device, can be configured to commu-
nicate with the vehicle 2100, with the electronic communi-
cation network 2300, with one or more communication
devices 2400, or with a combination thereof via wired or
wireless communication links 2310/2340. For example, an
access point 2330 is a base station, a base transceiver station
(BTS), a Node-B, an enhanced Node-B (eNode-B), a Home
Node-B (HNode-B), a wireless router, a wired router, a hub,
a relay, a switch, or any similar wired or wireless device.
Although shown as a single unit, an access point can include
any number of interconnected elements.

The vehicle 2100 may communicate with the electronic
communication network 2300 via a satellite 2350, or other
non-terrestrial communication device. A satellite 2350,
which may include a computing device, can be configured to
communicate with a vehicle 2100, with the electronic com-
munication network 2300, with one or more communication
devices 2400, or with a combination thereof via one or more
communication links 2320/2360. Although shown as a
single unit, a satellite can include any number of intercon-
nected elements.

An electronic communication network 2300 may be any
type of network configured to provide for voice, data, or any
other type of electronic communication. For example, the
electronic communication network 2300 includes a local
area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN), a virtual
private network (VPN), a mobile or cellular telephone
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network, the Internet, or any other electronic communication
system. The electronic communication network 2300 may
use a communication protocol, such as the transmission
control protocol (TCP), the user datagram protocol (UDP),
the internet protocol (IP), the real-time transport protocol
(RTP) the Hyper Text Transport Protocol (HTTP), or a
combination thereof. Although shown as a single unit, an
electronic communication network can include any number
of interconnected elements.

In some embodiments, a vehicle 2100 identifies a portion
or condition of the transportation network 2200. For
example, the vehicle may include one or more on-vehicle
sensors 2105, such as sensor 1360 shown in FIG. 1, which
includes a speed sensor, a wheel speed sensor, a camera, a
gyroscope, an optical sensor, a laser sensor, a radar sensor,
a sonic sensor, or any other sensor or device or combination
thereof capable of determining or identifying a portion or
condition of the transportation network 2200.

A vehicle 2100 may traverse a portion or portions of one
or more transportation networks 2200 using information
communicated via the electronic communication network
2300, such as information representing the transportation
network 2200, information identified by one or more on-
vehicle sensors 2105, or a combination thereof. The vehicle
2110 may be capable of all or only some of the communi-
cations and actions described above with respect to the
vehicle 2100.

For simplicity, FIG. 2 shows the vehicle 2100 as the host
vehicle, the vehicle 2110 as a remote vehicle, one transpor-
tation network 2200, one electronic communication network
2300, and one communication device 2400. However, any
number of vehicles, networks, or computing devices may be
used. In some embodiments, the vehicle transportation and
communication system 2000 includes devices, units, or
elements not shown in FIG. 2. Although each vehicle
2100/2110 is shown as a single unit, a vehicle can include
any number of interconnected elements.

Although the vehicle 2100 is shown communicating with
the communication device 2400 via the electronic commu-
nication network 2300, the vehicle 2100 (and vehicle 2110)
may communicate with the communication device 2400 via
any number of direct or indirect communication links. For
example, the vehicle 2100/2110 may communicate with the
communication device 2400 via a direct communication
link, such as a Bluetooth communication link.

Within a (e.g., vehicle) transportation network, a host
vehicle and a remote vehicle may be traveling along the
same trajectory, i.e., in the same direction of travel. This is
shown by example in FIG. 3, which is a diagram of a cone
of relevance used determine whether a remote vehicle is in
the same lane as a host vehicle within a transportation
network 3000. In this example, the trajectories are deter-
mined based on automated inter-vehicle messages. How-
ever, this is not necessary—any source of the remote vehicle
spatial and kinetic information and the host vehicle spatial
and kinetic information may be used to determine the
trajectories. The host vehicle is shown with stippling, and
remote vehicle is shown in white. For simplicity and clarity,
the diagram shown in FIG. 3 is oriented with north at the top
and east at the right side.

As shown in FIG. 3, a host vehicle 3100 traverses a
portion of the transportation network 3000. The transporta-
tion network 3000 includes a road having three traveling
lanes, a first lane 3010, a second lane 3020, and a third lane
3030. The host vehicle 3100 is traveling within the second
lane 3020 in a direction of travel indicated by the solid arrow
3110. Similarly, a remote vehicle 3200 is traveling within
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the first lane 3010 in a direction of travel by the dashed
arrow 3210. The arrows 3110, 3210 are also referred to as
the trajectories 3110, 3210 of the vehicles 3100, 3200. In the
instant of time (i.e., the sampling point) shown in FIG. 3, the
trajectories 3110, 3210 are in parallel. However, the trajec-
tories 3110, 3210 do not have to be exactly the same and are
likely not at different sampling points. To conclude that they
have the same trajectory it is sufficient that they are pro-
ceeding in generally the same direction. The host vehicle
3100 is traveling behind the remote vehicle 3200 in direction
of travel.

The trajectory 3110 for the host vehicle 3100 is based on
host vehicle information, such as a geospatial state and a
kinematic state of the host vehicle 3100. The trajectory 3210
for the remote vehicle 3210 may be based on automated
inter-vehicle messages, which include remote vehicle infor-
mation such as a geospatial state and a kinematic state for
the remote vehicle 3200. For example, the remote vehicle
messages transmitted by the remote vehicle 3200 in FIG. 3
indicate that the remote vehicle 3200 is heading west. The
trajectory of a vehicle may be used to determine an expected
path for a vehicle over time. How the expected path is
determined from the trajectory is not particularly critical
here. In one implementation, the heading and speed of a
vehicle are used to project the position of the vehicle at
certain points in the future, i.e., the expected path, such as
at one second intervals.

As explained briefly above, a dynamic cone of relevance
can be used to determine the lane of a remote vehicle
traveling ahead of a host vehicle so that the host vehicle
operates accordingly. FIG. 3 shows a static cone of relevance
to illustrate the differences as compared to using a dynamic
cone of relevance. More specifically, a static cone of rel-
evance may be determined using a defined detection range
x of the host vehicle 3100. In some cases, this is the defined
broadcast range of a remote vehicle, such as the remote
vehicle 3200. In this example, the defined detection range x
is up to 200 meters, but other values are possible. The static
cone of relevance may also be determined using a defined
distance y perpendicular to the centerline of the host vehicle.
The defined distance y may be based on expected lane
widths, such as about 13-14 feet. For this reason, the defined
distance y is generally between 1.85 and 2.05 meters. The
static cone of relevance in FIG. 3 is a conically-shaped zone
3300 defined by using the defined detection range x and the
defined distance y to generate the angle 0 from the centerline
3110 of the host vehicle 3100. This triangular shape is then
rotated 360 degrees to create the zone 3300. Note that the
shape of the road, and hence the lanes 3010, 3020, 3030,
including changes in grade and/or objects in the path of a
curving road mean that the physical area monitored is most
often not coincident with the conically-shaped zone 3300,
nor is the physical area itself conical in most situations.

FIG. 3 illustrates a problem with a conically-shaped zone
3300 that is static. As can be seen, the conically-shaped zone
3300 has an outside end or range 3310 that extends outside
of the second lane 3020 within which the host vehicle 3100
is traveling. In this case, the host vehicle 3100 can incor-
rectly conclude that the remote vehicle 3200 traveling in the
same, second lane 3020 instead of traveling in the first lane
3010. This may cause the host vehicle 3100 to modify its
operations inappropriately. For example, the host vehicle
3100 may slow if the remote vehicle 3200 slows, even
though there is no risk of collision.

A dynamic cone of relevance or conically-shaped zone
eliminates such false positives. Generally according to the
teachings herein, inputs associated with a detected remote
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vehicle, including a distance between the remote vehicle and
the host vehicle, are used to define the dynamic zone. The
angle from a centerline that extends for the distance from the
host vehicle varies as a function of the distance. This can be
a step-wise function that allows the angle to stay relatively
static for a range of distances from the host vehicle where
the defined distance from the centerline (equivalent to the
defined distance y) is constant. This suppresses a noisy
signal over the sampling points and, at the same time,
accounts for inaccuracies in GPS coordinates and differ-
ences in vehicle velocities. While eliminating false posi-
tives, however, the use of a step-wise function opens up the
opportunity for oscillations between thresholds. To elimi-
nate this, a further innovation implements a function that
that holds the output (i.e., the conically-shaped zone) based
on the largest calculated angle until sufficient data suggests
using a smaller calculated angle to determine the conically-
shaped zone. In any event, the determination that a remote
vehicle is within the conically-shaped zone results in the
host vehicle operating based on the remote vehicle being in
a lane in which the host vehicle is traveling as discussed in
more detail below.

There are a number of operational sequences that can be
used to implement the host vehicle operation described
above. One is shown by example in FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method 4000 of operating a
vehicle according to the teachings herein. The vehicle is also
called a host vehicle herein. In some embodiments, the
method 4000 is implemented in a vehicle, such as the
vehicle 1000 shown in FIG. 1, the vehicles 2100, 2210
shown in FIG. 2, or the vehicles 3100, 3200 shown in FIG.
3. In other embodiments, the method is implemented in
whole or in part external of the vehicle, such as within one
or more processors of communication device 2400, with
transmission of relevant information, such as remote vehicle
information, to the host vehicle.

Either before or during the method 4000 of FIG. 4,
transportation network information related to a transporta-
tion network in which the host vehicle is traveling is
identified either by or for the host vehicle. The transportation
network information may be identified from a storage device
local to the host vehicle or may be transmitted from a source
outside of the host vehicle. Transportation network infor-
mation may represent one or more unnavigable areas, such
as buildings, one or more partially navigable areas, such as
a parking area, one or more navigable areas, such as roads,
or a combination thereof. The transportation network infor-
mation may also include one or more interchanges between
one or more navigable, or partially navigable, areas. A road
may include one or more lanes, and may be associated with
one or more directions of travel. Lanes can be marked or
unmarked.

Transportation network information may be expressed as
a hierarchy of elements, such as markup language elements,
which may be stored in a database or file. For simplicity, this
disclosure depicts transportation network information rep-
resenting portions of the transportation network as diagrams
or maps; however, transportation network information may
be expressed in any computer-usable form capable of rep-
resenting a transportation network, or a portion thereof. In
some embodiments, the transportation network information
includes transportation network control information, such as
direction of travel information, speed limit information, toll
information, grade information, such as inclination or angle
information, surface material information, aesthetic infor-
mation, or a combination thereof.
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Examples of information in a transportation network 3000
may be seen in FIG. 3 by example. As shown, the transpor-
tation network 3000 generally includes the lanes 3010, 3020,
3030 in which the host vehicle 3100 and one or more remote
vehicles 3200 are traveling, as well as successor and pre-
decessor lanes to the current lane and any adjacent lanes
(also referred to as sibling lanes) that are within a defined
geospatial range. The defined geospatial range may be a
fixed value or may be variable based on the traveling speed
of the host vehicle. As one example, the defined geospatial
range is 300 meters.

Referring again to FIG. 3, remote vehicle information is
identified at 4010. Herein, identify and its variations mean to
obtain, receive, or otherwise identify the remote vehicle
information. In some implementations, the host vehicle
identifies the remote vehicle information at 4010 from a
remote vehicle message sent by a remote vehicle, such as
from the remote vehicle 3200 shown in FIG. 3, via a
communication link, such as the wireless electronic com-
munication link 2370 shown in FIG. 2. The information may
be identified in whole or in part through dedicated short-
range communications (DSRC) in V2V and vehicle-to-
infrastructure (V2I) short-range wireless communications,
for example. In other embodiments, the remote vehicle
information is identified from signals received from the
communication device 2400 through the electronic commu-
nication network 2300, including the satellite 2350 or the
access point 2330. In some embodiments, the host vehicle
stores the remote vehicle information. For example, the host
vehicle stores the remote vehicle information in a memory
of the host vehicle, such as the memory 1340 shown in FIG.
1. The remote vehicle information identified over time may
be stored with timestamps.

Although one technique involves receiving remote
vehicle information from a remote vehicle message sent by
a remote vehicle, the particular technique of receiving the
remote vehicle information is not so limited. That is, the
remote vehicle information includes at least a geospatial
state for the remote vehicle. In some embodiments, for
example, the geospatial state includes geospatial coordinates
for the remote vehicle, such as longitude and latitude coor-
dinates that can be converted to map coordinates. The
remote vehicle information may also include a kinematic
state for the remote vehicle, which may include a remote
vehicle velocity for the remote vehicle, a remote vehicle
heading for the remote vehicle, a remote vehicle acceleration
for the remote vehicle, or a remote vehicle yaw rate for the
remote vehicle, or any other information, or combination of
information, relevant to the operational state of the remote
vehicle. As a result, identifying the remote vehicle informa-
tion may be achieved by a variety of techniques that either
provide the remote vehicle information directly or provide
information from which the remote vehicle information may
be determined.

For example, remote vehicle information may be identi-
fied from a location of an infrastructure device in the
transportation network. Such infrastructure devices may
include smart devices such as a traffic light, a road sensor, a
road camera, or any other non-vehicle device associated
with the transportation network and capable of detecting a
vehicle. Remote vehicle information may also be received
from a portable device while it is associated with a vehicle.
For example, a portable device, such as a smartphone,
carried by a passenger of the vehicle includes geographic
location information, such as GPS or assisted GPS (AGPS)
information and may include information associating the
passenger with the vehicle.

20

30

40

45

12

The identification of remote vehicle information is not
limited to any particular technique provided that the tech-
nique can associate the information with the particular
remote vehicle. For example, SONAR, RADAR, and/or
LIDAR mounted on the host vehicle, remote vehicle(s) or
infrastructure device(s) may provide input that can be used
to calculate or otherwise generate the remote vehicle infor-
mation.

The host vehicle information identified at 4020 includes at
least a geospatial state for the host vehicle, and may include
a kinematic state for the host vehicle in some implementa-
tions. Like the remote vehicle information, the geospatial
state for the host vehicle may include geospatial coordinates,
such as longitude and latitude coordinates. In some embodi-
ments, the kinematic state includes a host vehicle velocity
for the host vehicle, a host vehicle heading for the host
vehicle, a host vehicle acceleration for the host vehicle, or a
host vehicle yaw rate for the host vehicle, or any other
information, or combination of information, relevant to the
operational state of the host vehicle. When the method 4000
is performed at the host vehicle, the host vehicle may use its
on-board sensor information, such as from sensors 1360
and/or location device 1310 of FIG. 1, to identify the host
vehicle information. Alternatively or additionally, host
vehicle information may be identified from signals from the
communication device 2400 or other devices such as those
discussed with respect to the remote vehicle information.

Referring again to FIG. 4, a distance between the remote
vehicle and the host vehicle within a transportation network
is determined based on the remote vehicle information and
the host vehicle information at 4030. The distance between
the remote vehicle and the host vehicle may be determined,
in particular, using the respective geospatial states of the
vehicles. For example, where the geospatial states indicate
the locations of the vehicles within a transportation network
using GPS coordinates, those coordinates can be used to
generate a geodesic whose length is the distance. In another
example, where the geospatial states indicate the locations
of the vehicles within a transportation network using two-
dimensional map coordinates, the two sets of coordinates
can be used to calculate a Euclidean distance.

In this discussion, it is assumed that the host vehicle is
behind the remote vehicle in the direction of travel. How-
ever, some implementations may include a determination of
the trajectories, such as trajectories 3110, 3210 of FIG. 3
using the remote vehicle information from 4010 and the host
vehicle information from 4020 and, if necessary or desir-
able, a comparison of the relative positions of the two
vehicles (as indicated by the geospatial states) within the
transportation network. For example, if the trajectories have
a difference in angle relative to an origin in two-dimensional
space that is greater than a threshold value, it may be
concluded that the host and remote vehicles are converging
or diverging and that the host vehicle is not behind the
remote vehicle in the direction of travel. If the trajectories
are indicating a substantially similar direction of travel (e.g.,
as indicated by a small difference in angle), the geospatial
states of each vehicle may be used to determine whether the
host vehicle is behind the remote vehicle in the direction of
travel. Under such conditions, the method 4000 can end
without determining the distance at 4030 because there is no
chance of concluding that the host vehicle is following the
remote vehicle in the same lane. Other processing, such as
that discussed below with respect to 4090, may instead
occur.

At 4040, an angle is calculated from a centerline extend-
ing from the host vehicle for the distance determined at
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4030. The angle varies as a function of the distance. More
specifically, given a defined distance y from the centerline
that does not change, the outside end or range 3310 (see F1G.
3) also remains unchanged. Hence, as the distance changes
(instead of maintaining a constant defined detection range x
as in FIG. 3), the angle 0 changes to maintain the outside end
or range 3310 at the value associated with a constant defined
distance y (e.g., between 1.85 and 2.05 meters).

Use of a step-wise function to calculate the angle can
desirably suppress a noisy signal over time while accounting
for inaccuracies in GPS (and/or converted map) coordinates
and differences in vehicle velocities. That is, the function
used to generate the angle can be a step-wise function of the
distance such that a range of values for the distance is
associated with a single value for the angle. The step-wise
function may be formed of a catenation of terms including
the respective ranges of values for the distance. The respec-
tive ranges of values can be determined so as to maintain an
outer range of the conically-shaped zone within a defined
range of values based on a width of the lane in which the
host vehicle is traveling. The goal is to allow for the angle
from the centerline of the host vehicle to stay static for
distances with similar angles to create a relatively clean
output.

Stated generally, the catenation of terms can include a first
term comprising a trigonometric function arctan(y/x) for a
first range of values for the distance between zero and first
distance value. Here, x is the distance and y is a distance
from a centerline of the host vehicle in the direction of travel
based on a width of the lane in which the host vehicle is
traveling. The terms can also include a plurality of additional
terms forming a step-wise function, each of the plurality of
additional terms generating a respective single value for the
angle for a respective range of values for the distance as
inputs. One example of the step-wise function f(x) is derived
from the trigonometric function N=arctan(2/x) where x is
the distance and o is a small constant to avoid division by
zero as follows:
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This function is based on a possible range of values for x
0f 0-200 meters. Note that the terms are defined such that the
terms are defined by ranges such that all terms except for the
one within which the value of x lies results in a value of zero.
For example, where the value of x is 196 meters, only the
final term of the function is used to calculate the angle at
4040. It is also worth noting that one of the terms includes
the trigonometric function arctan(2/x) for a first range of
values between zero and first distance value. The value of 2
for y (see FIG. 3) is used in this trigonometric function to
represent half of a four-meter lane width. Other functions
would result from different values for y.

The first distance value used on the first term of the
step-wise function may be experimentally derived based on
the shape of the trigonometric function. That is, different
functions have different rates at which they fall or drop off
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as shown in FIG. 5. In this example where the trigonometric
function is arctan(2/x), the angle is highest at close ranges
and drops off steeply until about 27 meters. This steep slope
makes it undesirable to group distances together with the
same angle as with the following terms in the step-wise
function due to a significant reduction in accuracy. There-
fore, the example herein uses the trigonometric function for
the first range up until x=27. The remaining terms are
grouped into ranges of values for x, in this example, to
maintain an outer edge of the conically-shaped zone with
roughly the same radius (i.e., y is within a defined range of
values about the value of 2 meters). In some cases, each
range of values may be based on maintaining an outer range
of the conically-shaped zone at a width wider than a width
of the lane in which the host vehicle is traveling.

Referring again to FIG. 3, the method 4000 determines as
4050 whether the calculated angle is the first angle calcu-
lated after detection of the remote vehicle. This is useful for
reducing possible oscillations between thresholds as dis-
cussed in more detail below. If the angle is the first calcu-
lation of an angle using the distance to a remote vehicle after
detection of the remote vehicle at 4050, the method 4000
advances to determine the conically-shaped zone at 4060,
e.g., by rotating the angle 360 degrees about the centerline
as described with respect to FIG. 3. Then, a query deter-
mines whether the remote vehicle is within the conically-
shaped zone at 4070. This determination can be made by
using the remote vehicle information, for example, compar-
ing an angle that is calculated between the centerline and a
position of the remote vehicle and the angle used to deter-
mine the conically-shaped zone. If the angle between the
centerline and a position of the remote vehicle is greater than
the angle used to determine the conically-shaped zone, the
remote vehicle is not located within the zone. Other geo-
metric comparisons may be used to determine whether the
remote vehicle is located within the conically-shaped zone at
4070.

Responsive to the remote vehicle being located within the
conically-shaped zone at 4070, the host vehicle is operated
at 4080 based on the remote vehicle being in a lane in which
the host vehicle is traveling while proceeding to the next
sampling point at 4010. This operation may encompass, for
example, inputting a signal to a vehicle control system
identifying the remote vehicle as being in the lane in which
the host vehicle is traveling (e.g., following control or a
vehicle warning system). In contrast, and responsive to the
remote vehicle not being located within the conically-shaped
zone at 4070, the method 4000 concludes that the remote
vehicle is not in the lane in which the host vehicle is
traveling. As optionally shown at 4090, this conclusion may
result in the host vehicle being operated at 4090 based on the
remote vehicle not being in a lane in which the host vehicle
is traveling while proceeding to the next sampling point at
4010. This operation may encompass inputting a signal
indicating this similarly to that described at 4080. Operation
of the host vehicle may include alarms and/or actions
performed automatically by signals from the processor of
the host vehicle to one or more powertrain components, such
as the processor 1330 of FIG. 1, either alone or in combi-
nation with actions by the operator.

Different system responses, and hence different opera-
tions, result when the remote vehicle is ahead of the host
vehicle instead of being in an adjacent lane. For example,
and referring to FIG. 3, a correct determination that the
remote vehicle 3200 is in an adjacent lane may result in the
host vehicle 3100 ignoring the slowing down of the remote
vehicle 3200 without a change in trajectory, but may result
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in an alarm or other avoidance action if the remote vehicle
information indicates a change of lane to the right of the
travel direction (i.e., into the second lane 3020 from the first
lane 3010). If instead the remote vehicle 3200 were in the
second lane 3020 with the host vehicle 3100, the slowing
may result in operating the host vehicle 3100 by generating
a converging path for the remote vehicle 3200 and the host
vehicle 3100 and transmitting a control signal to the pow-
ertrain of the host vehicle 3100 to take an avoidance action
such as braking. However, the lane change would end or
reduce the level of avoidance actions taken responsive to the
slowing down of the remote vehicle 3200.

Referring again to FIG. 4, identifying the remote and host
vehicle information, and hence determining the distance and
calculating the angle are performed repeatedly, preferably
on a periodic basis such as once every 100 ms, or more or
less frequently. The repeated instances of the identification
of remote and host vehicle information from which the
distance and angle are determine may be referred to as
sampling points. Some or all of the sampling points may
form a sequence of sampling points.

In order to avoid oscillations of the zone used at 4070, the
method 4000 can include processing by which the newly-
calculated angle at 4040 is not always used to determine the
conically-shaped zone. For example, when a first conically-
shaped zone is determined using a first angle calculated
using a first distance, the first angle may be used for
determining the conically-shaped zone until one or more
angles smaller than the first angle are calculated for a defined
number of contiguous sampling points of the sequence. This
is shown next in FIG. 4 starting at 3040.

At the next sampling point in the method 4000, the
response to the query of 4050 is no. As a result, processing
advances to determine whether the angle calculated at 4040
is the same angle as previously used to determine the
conically-shaped zone using in the comparison at 4070. If
s0, a count is initialized (or re-initialized) at 4102. The count
is to keep track of the number of contiguous sampling points
after a conically-shaped zone is determined using a new
angle where the angle calculated at 4040 is smaller than the
angle used. Although not expressly shown, the count may
also be initialized when the response to the query of 4050 is
yes. The count may be implemented using a counter in
certain implementations. After 4102, the conically-shaped
zone may be determined again as described at 4060 as used
in the query at 4070 to determine whether the remote vehicle
is located within the conically-shaped zone, or the previ-
ously-determined conically-shaped zone may be used
directly in the query at 4070 as in the implementation
shown. In either case, the query at 4070 results in a con-
clusion of whether or not to operate the host vehicle assum-
ing the remote vehicle is in the same lane. The method
advances to 4080 or 4090 before the next sampling point
occurs starting at 4010.

If the same angle as previously used to determine the
conically-shaped zone is not calculated at 4040, the query of
4100 causes processing to advance to 4104, at which the
determination is made as to whether the calculated angle
from 4040 is larger than the angle previously used to
determine the conically-shaped zone. If the calculated angle
is larger at 4104, the larger angle is used to determine the
conically-shaped zone at 4106. Determining the conically-
shaped zone at 4106 is desirably done using the same
technique as described with respect to 4060. Then, the count
is initialized or re-initialized at 4102 before the method 4000
performs the comparison with the remote vehicle location at
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4070 and advancing to 4080 or 4090, whichever is appli-
cable. Processing then proceeds for the next sampling point
starting at 4010.

If the angle calculated at 4040 is not the same as the angle
previously used to determine the conically-shaped zone in
response to the query at 4100, and is not larger than the angle
previously used to determine the conically-shaped zone in
response to the query at 4104, the count is incremented at
4108 before it is compared to the defined number of con-
tiguous sampling points at 4110. If the defined number has
not been reached at 4110, the conically-shaped zone may be
determined again using the previous angle for use in the
query at 4070 to determine whether the remote vehicle is
located within the conically-shaped zone, or the previously-
determined conically-shaped zone may be used directly in
the query at 4070 as in the implementation shown. In either
case, the query at 4070 results in a conclusion of whether or
not to operate the host vehicle assuming the remote vehicle
is in the same lane. The method advances to 4080 or 4090
before the next sampling point occurs starting at 4010.

In contrast, if the count is equal to (i.e., has reached) the
defined number at 4110, the conically-shaped zone is deter-
mined at 4112. The conically-shaped zone may be deter-
mined as previously described with respect to 4060, but here
the angle is lower than that previously used. In one example,
and responsive to angles smaller than the previous angle
being calculated for the defined number of contiguous
sampling points of the sequence, a second angle is used to
determine the conically-shaped zone that is the single output
value of the step-wise function that is adjacent to and smaller
than the previous angle. In some cases, the second angle
used at 4112 is the calculated angle when the count reaches
the defined number at 4110. In any event, the new zone is
used in the determination of the remote vehicle lane at 4070
as described previous.

As mentioned, the defined number is used to hold the zone
at a largest calculated angle until sufficient data suggests
going to a smaller calculated. Using the step-wise function
here as an example, a remote vehicle that has a distance of
159 meters from a host vehicle results in an angle of 0.73
degrees. Assuming the next sampling point shows that the
remote vehicle has a distance of 160 meters from the remote
vehicle, the angle is 0.7 degrees. The method 4000 hold the
angle at 0.73 degrees until the count reaches k contiguous
sampling points where the angle is less than 0.73. If the
remote vehicle varies between 160 and 159 meters, the
method 4000 holds the angle at 0.73 degrees because the
count never reaches k. This reduces the need to constantly
change angles used to determine the conically-shaped zone.
If, for example, k contiguous sampling points are collected
where the distance is 160 meters, the method 4000 can
decrease the angle used to determine the conically-shaped
zone to 0.7 degrees. By defaulting to the largest output
angle, the method 4000 protects the host vehicle in the event
of a sudden deceleration from the remote vehicle.

The method 4000 continues as long as the remote vehicle
is detected (e.g., by the host vehicle) and the host vehicle is
on and/or traveling. The defined number of contiguous
sampling points in this example is ten (10) sampling points.
Other numbers of sampling points may be used. In one
example, more frequent sampling results in a larger count
threshold, while less frequent sampling results in a smaller
count threshold. Alternatively or additionally, the defined
number is based on a speed of the host vehicle such that
fewer points are considered as the speed of the host vehicle
increases.
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Variations in the teachings herein are possible. For
example, and while the processing herein is described with
respect to one vehicle, a remote vehicle may also have a
similar system and is, in that case, a host vehicle in accor-
dance with the teachings herein. Further, the processing
describes the host vehicle as detecting a single vehicle and
calculating a single conically-shaped zone. This is for sim-
plicity. In actual practice, the method 4000 may be applied
to conditions where multiple remote vehicles are detected.
This is shown by example in FIG. 6, which is a diagram of
a dynamic conically-shaped zone determined using the
step-wise function described herein.

In FIG. 6, a host vehicle 6100 is traveling in the middle
lane of a three-lane road and is performing the method 4000.
Three remote vehicles 6200, 6300, 6400 are detected. A
number of conically-shaped zones are shown for illustrative
purposes, but only zones 6500 and 6600 are labeled. The
remote vehicles 6200 and 6400 are closer to the host vehicle
6100 than the remote vehicle 6300. The distance of each
from the host vehicle 6100 is such that a larger angle will
result from the step-wise function than that used to deter-
mine the zone 6500. Assuming that the step-wise function
results in a single angle for each of the remote vehicle
distances, the zone 6600 represents the conically-shaped
zone determined using that single angle. Neither of the
remote vehicles 6200, 6400 is within the zone 6600, so the
method 4000 concludes that these remote vehicles are not in
the lane in which the host vehicle 6100 is traveling. In
contrast, the remote vehicle 6300 is within the zone 6500
determined using an angle calculated using the remote
vehicle information of the remote vehicle 6300. Accord-
ingly, the method 4000 operates based on the conclusion that
the remote vehicle 6300 is within the lane in which the host
vehicle 6100 is traveling at 4080, and operates based on the
conclusion that the remote vehicles 6200,6400 are within
adjacent lanes to the lane in which the host vehicle 6100 is
traveling at 4090.

As used herein, the terminology “driver” or “operator”
may be used interchangeably. As used herein, the terminol-
ogy “brake” or “decelerate” may be used interchangeably.
As used herein, the terminology “computer” or “computing
device” includes any unit, or combination of units, capable
of performing any method, or any portion or portions
thereof, disclosed herein.

As used herein, the terminology “processor” indicates one
or more processors, such as one or more special purpose
processors, one or more digital signal processors, one or
more microprocessors, one or more controllers, one or more
microcontrollers, one or more application processors, one or
more Application Specific Integrated Circuits, one or more
Application Specific Standard Products; one or more Field
Programmable Gate Arrays, any other type or combination
of integrated circuits, one or more state machines, or any
combination thereof.

As used herein, the terminology “memory” indicates any
computer-usable or computer-readable medium or device
that can tangibly contain, store, communicate, or transport
any signal or information that may be used by or in con-
nection with any processor. For example, a memory may be
one or more read only memories (ROM), one or more
random access memories (RAM), one or more registers, low
power double data rate (LPDDR) memories, one or more
cache memories, one or more semiconductor memory
devices, one or more magnetic media, one or more optical
media, one or more magneto-optical media, or any combi-
nation thereof.
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As used herein, the terminology “instructions” may
include directions or expressions for performing any
method, or any portion or portions thereof, disclosed herein,
and may be realized in hardware, software, or any combi-
nation thereof. For example, instructions may be imple-
mented as information, such as a computer program, stored
in memory that may be executed by a processor to perform
any of the respective methods, algorithms, aspects, or com-
binations thereof, as described herein. In some implemen-
tations, instructions, or a portion thereof, may be imple-
mented as a special purpose processor, or circuitry, that may
include specialized hardware for carrying out any of the
methods, algorithms, aspects, or combinations thereof, as
described herein. In some implementations, portions of the
instructions may be distributed across multiple processors
on a single device, on multiple devices, which may com-
municate directly or across a network such as a local area
network, a wide area network, the Internet, or a combination
thereof.

As used herein, the terminology “example,” “embodi-
ment,” “implementation,” “aspect,” “feature,” or “element”
indicate serving as an example, instance, or illustration.
Unless expressly indicated, any example, embodiment,
implementation, aspect, feature, or element is independent
of each other example, embodiment, implementation,
aspect, feature, or element and may be used in combination
with any other example, embodiment, implementation,
aspect, feature, or element.

As used herein, the terminology “determine” and “iden-
tify,” or any variations thereof, includes selecting, ascertain-
ing, computing, looking up, receiving, determining, estab-
lishing, obtaining, or otherwise identifying or determining in
any manner whatsoever using one or more of the devices
shown and described herein.

As used herein, the terminology “or” is intended to mean
an inclusive “or” rather than an exclusive “or.” That is,
unless specified otherwise, or clear from context, “X
includes A or B” is intended to indicate any of the natural
inclusive permutations. If X includes A; X includes B; or X
includes both A and B, then “X includes A or B” is satisfied
under any of the foregoing instances. In addition, the articles
“a” and “an” as used in this application and the appended
claims should generally be construed to mean “one or more”
unless specified otherwise or clear from context to be
directed to a singular form.

Further, for simplicity of explanation, although the figures
and descriptions herein may include sequences or series of
steps or stages, elements of the methods disclosed herein
may occur in various orders or concurrently. Additionally,
elements of the methods disclosed herein may occur with
other elements not explicitly presented and described herein.
Furthermore, not all elements of the methods described
herein may be required to implement a method in accor-
dance with this disclosure. Although aspects, features, and
elements are described herein in particular combinations,
each aspect, feature, or element may be used independently
or in various combinations with or without other aspects,
features, and elements.

While the invention has been described in connection
with certain embodiments, it is to be understood that the
invention is not to be limited to the disclosed embodiments
but, on the contrary, is intended to cover various modifica-
tions and equivalent arrangements included within the scope
of the appended claims, which scope is to be accorded the
broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifi-
cations and equivalent structures as is permitted under the
law.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a host vehicle, comprising:

identifying remote vehicle information indicating at least

a geospatial state for a remote vehicle;

identifying host vehicle information indicating at least a

geospatial state for the host vehicle;

for a sequence of sampling points:

determining a distance between the remote vehicle and
the host vehicle within a transportation network
based on the remote vehicle information and the host
vehicle information, the host vehicle behind the
remote vehicle in a direction of travel;

calculating an angle from a centerline extending from
the host vehicle for the distance, the angle varying as
a function of the distance; and

determining a conically-shaped zone using the angle,
wherein the conically-shaped zone diverges from the
host vehicle; and

responsive to the remote vehicle being located within the

conically-shaped zone, operating the host vehicle based
on the remote vehicle being in a lane in which the host
vehicle is traveling.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the function is a
step-wise function of the distance such that a range of values
for the distance is associated with a single value for the
angle.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the function comprises
a step-wise function formed of a catenation of terms includ-
ing respective ranges of values for the distance as inputs.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the function further
comprises a term including a trigonometric function arctan
(2/x) for a first range of values between zero and a first
distance value, wherein x is the distance.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the respective ranges
of values are determined so as to maintain an outer range of
the conically-shaped zone within a defined range of values
based on a width of the lane in which the host vehicle is
traveling.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

responsive to the remote vehicle being located outside the

conically-shaped zone, concluding that the remote
vehicle is not in the lane in which the host vehicle is
traveling.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

inputting a signal to a vehicle control system identifying

the remote vehicle as being in the lane in which the host
vehicle is traveling.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

responsive to determining a first conically-shaped zone

using a first angle calculated using a first distance,
using the first angle for determining the conically-
shaped zone until one or more angles smaller than the
first angle are calculated for a defined number of
contiguous sampling points of the sequence.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the function is a
step-wise function of the distance such that a range of values
for the distance has a single output value for the angle, the
method further comprising:

responsive to the one or more angles smaller than the first

angle being calculated for the defined number of con-
tiguous sampling points of the sequence, using a sec-
ond angle to determine the conically-shaped zone, the
second angle being the single output value of the
step-wise function that is adjacent to and smaller than
the first angle.
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10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

responsive to the remote vehicle being located within a
first conically-shaped zone determined using a first
angle calculated using a first distance, using a second
angle calculated for a next sampling point in the
sequence only if the second angle is larger than the first
angle.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether the remote vehicle is located within

the conically-shaped zone using the remote vehicle
information.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein determining whether
the remote vehicle is located within the conically-shaped
zone comprises comparing an angle between the centerline
and a position of the remote vehicle and the angle used to
determine the conically-shaped zone.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

ending the sequence of sampling points responsive to the

distance having a maximum value.

14. A host vehicle, comprising:

a powertrain;

a sensor; and

an operation system to operate the host vehicle, the

operation system configured to:
identify remote vehicle information indicating at least
a geospatial state for a remote vehicle;
identify, using at least the sensor, host vehicle infor-
mation indicating at least a geospatial state for the
host vehicle;
for a sequence of sampling points:
determine a distance between the remote vehicle and
the host vehicle within a transportation network
based on the remote vehicle information and the
host vehicle information, the host vehicle behind
the remote vehicle in a direction of travel; and
calculate an angle from a centerline extending from
the host vehicle for the distance, the angle varying
as a function of the distance;
responsive to the remote vehicle being located within a
first conically-shaped zone determined by a first
angle calculated at a first sampling point of the
sequence, operate the host vehicle based on the
remote vehicle being in a lane in which the host
vehicle is traveling;
responsive to calculating a second angle larger than the
first angle at a second sampling point of the
sequence:
determine whether the remote vehicle remains in the
lane in which the host vehicle is traveling by
determining whether the remote vehicle is located
within a second conically-shaped zone determined
by the second angle; and
responsive to calculating a third angle smaller than the
first angle at the second sampling point of the
sequence:
determine whether the remote vehicle remains in the
lane in which the host vehicle is traveling by
determining whether the remote vehicle is located
within the first conically-shaped zone determined
by the first angle.

15. The vehicle of claim 14, wherein the operation system
is configured to operate the host vehicle based on the remote
vehicle being in the lane in which the host vehicle is
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traveling by generating a converging path for the remote
vehicle and the host vehicle and transmitting a control signal
to the powertrain.
16. The vehicle of claim 14, wherein the function is a
step-wise function of the distance such that a range of values
for the distance has a single output value for the angle.
17. An apparatus for controlling a host vehicle, compris-
ing:
a processor; and
memory storing instructions that cause the processor to
perform a method comprising:
identifying remote vehicle information indicating at least
a geospatial state for a remote vehicle;
identifying host vehicle information indicating at least a
geospatial state for the host vehicle;
for a sequence of sampling points:
determining a distance between the remote vehicle and
the host vehicle within a transportation network
based on the remote vehicle information and the host
vehicle information, the host vehicle behind the
remote vehicle in a direction of travel;

calculating an angle from a centerline extending from
the host vehicle for the distance, the angle varying as
a function of the distance; and

determining a conically-shaped zone using the angle,
wherein the conically-shaped zone diverges from the
host vehicle; and

operating the host vehicle based on the remote vehicle
being in a lane in which the host vehicle is traveling
as long as the remote vehicle remains within the
conically-shaped zone.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the function
comprises a catenation of terms including:

a first term comprising a trigonometric function arctan(y/
x) for a first range of values for the distance between
zero and a first distance value, wherein x is the distance
and y is a distance from the centerline of the host
vehicle in the direction of travel based on a width of the
lane in which the host vehicle is traveling; and

a plurality of additional terms forming a step-wise func-
tion, each of the plurality of additional terms generating
a respective single value for the angle for a respective
range of values for the distance as inputs.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein each range of
values is based on maintaining an outer range of the coni-
cally-shaped zone at a width wider than a width of the lane
in which the host vehicle is traveling.

20. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the instructions
cause the processor to perform a method further comprising:

responsive to the angle calculated for a current sampling
point being greater than the angle used to determine the
conically-shaped zone for a previous sampling point,
using the angle calculated for the current sampling
point for determining the conically-shaped zone used to
determine whether the remote vehicle is in the lane in
which the host vehicle is traveling; and

responsive to the angle calculated for a current sampling
point being less than the angle used to determine the
conically-shaped zone for a previous sampling point,
using the conically-shaped zone for the previous sam-
pling point to determine whether the remote vehicle is
in the lane in which the host vehicle is traveling.

#* #* #* #* #*



