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publication with color drawings will be provided by the
Office upon request and payment of the necessary fee.

FIG. 1 shows an illustration of a conventional radar system
compared with a dual-polarization radar system.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a system for determining
the specific differential phase in a dual-polarization radar
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart for detecting storm cells from
range profiles of the differential propagation phase shift
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of a computer system that
can be used to compute various aspects of the embodiments
disclosed herein.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show K, estimates from principal @,
using simple finite difference (black dash line) and from
angular @, using the adaptive technique according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 6 shows simulated X-band radar observationsand K ,,
estimates at elevation angle of 0.5° and gate spacing of 0.1
km.

FIG. 7 shows S-band observations and K ;, estimates from
the CSU-CHILL radar for a precipitation event on May 31,
2003.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an illustration of a conventional radar system
110 with a single polarization state compared with a dual-
polarization radar system 120 (or polarimetric radar system).
Dual polarization radar systems 120 can transmit and receive
two orthogonal polarization states, often at vertical polariza-
tion and horizontal polarization as shown in the figure. Dual-
polarization radar systems can provide multi-parameter data
including differential reflectivity, co-polar correlation coeffi-
cients, linear depolarization ratio and/or specific differential
phase.

The differential reflectivity is a power ratio of the reflected
horizontally and vertically polarized returns. Among other
things, it can be a good indicator of rain drop shape and/or
size. The co-polar correlation coefficient p,,, is a statistical
correlation between the reflected horizontally and vertically
polarized returns and can be a good indicator of regions where
there is a mixture of precipitation types, such as rain and
snow. The linear depolarization ratio is a power ratio of the
reflected cross-polarized return (a vertically polarized return
from horizontal polarization transmission or a horizontally
polarized return from vertical polarization transmission) and
the reflected co-polarized return and can be a good indicator
of regions where mixtures of precipitation types occur.

The specific differential phase K, can be estimated from
range profiles of the differential propagation phase. The spe-
cific differential phase measurement has several advantages
such as being independent of absolute calibration and/or
attenuation, and not being significantly affected by the pres-
ence of hail and/or partial beam blockage. The specific dif-
ferential phase can be a very reliable estimator of rain rate.
Some embodiments disclose methods and/or systems that can
determine and/or estimate the specific differential phase
adaptively and robustly for operational systems.

Some embodiments can be used to estimate the specific
differential phase from wrapped differential propagation
phase profiles. In some embodiments, the estimation can be
performed in the complex domain over the angular phase(s),
0, that can be transformed from the measured differential
propagation phase data in its real valued principal form @,
as

0r)=e/ PP, 6§)

In some embodiments, the specific differential phase can be
determined by the slope of the differential propagation phase

4

shift data over a range. In some embodiments, the specific
differential phase can be determined in the complex domain
from

i (1)
iy 92
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The estimation using (2), in some embodiments, can work
reliably in the presence of wrapped @,

Various embodiments provide for storm cell detection
within a range profile of differential phase shift data, for
adaptation for measurement fluctuations within a range pro-
file of differential phase shift data, and for adaptation for
spatial scale within a range profile of differential phase shift
data—all in the complex domain. Moreover, an adaptive esti-
mation can return gains with higher resolution and higher
accuracy by minimizing the estimate bias and the estimate
variance accordingly. In some embodiments, the adaptive
estimation can ensure that the estimate reliably captures small
scale yet highly intense features and/or large scale yet weak
features.

Some embodiments can be used to estimate the slope of
measured data along range f(r) by solving the following
regression function s(r):

20

30

®

M
L= rxr(ur‘)n{fls” dr+ /1; If(re) - s(rk)|2}.

35

In the above Lagrangian, f(r,) is the measured data sample at
range bin r,, A is the Lagrangian parameter, and s(r;) is the
model value at range bin r,, of the regression function that is
being sought. The first term can be used to evaluate the degree
of smoothness. For example, an extreme smoothness occurs
when A=0, in which case a linear continuous function can be
the solution to the minimization. The second term can be used
to assess the degree of data fidelity. As A—co, the regression
function is dictated to pass all the measurement. Other inter-
mediate values of A control the tradeoff between the expected
model smoothness and the allowed regression errors. The
minimization can be used to put more emphasis on the degree
of' smoothness if small A is used. By changing the choice of A
the solution can balance between estimate bias and estimate
variance.

In some embodiments, a cubic spline function can be used
as the regression function s(r), which can be written for the
k-th interval between nodes r, and ry,, as,

55 S mar=r b r=r P =)+ e [T P ] @
Various other functions can also be used. In some embodi-
ments, the specific differential propagation phase can be
assumed to be constant at both ends of a radial profile over a
rain cell, which means that the second-order derivatives at end
nodes should be zero. This end condition can impose a com-
plete determination of all the coefficients and leads to “natural
cubic splines” regression. In some embodiments, the coeffi-
cients d, can correspond to the smoothed angular phase and
5 the coefficients ¢, can correspond to its range derivatives. In

some embodiments, the specific differential phase can be

computed from the regression function at an arbitrary range.

60
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In some embodiments, only the derivatives at the nodes r, can
be required to estimate the specific differential propagation
phase, and/or the specific differential phase can be computed
as

Rap(r) = %Im(;—i) ®

Substituting the cubic splines (4) into the regression func-
tion (3) the Lagrangian can be written as

M-1

L= 2{4%%("“1 - "k)[|bk|2 + b F +
3 Re(bibt, )

k=1

©

M
}”Z CANGOEEA
k=1

In some embodiments, the terms q and w are both real valued
scaling factors that can be used to balance between bias and
variance and can be selectively controlled for different seg-
ments. In some embodiments, the parameter q can be used to
compensate for the variation in slope, i.e., K 4,; the parameter
w can be used to compensate for the statistical fluctuation of
the differential propagation phase profiles.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a system 200 for deter-
mining the specific differential phase from dual-polarization
radar measurements according to some embodiments. The
blocks shown in FIG. 2 can be functional blocks. As such, all
or a portion of the functions performed in each block can be
performed within a single device or functional blocks within
a computer program code. In other embodiments, some or
each of the functions performed in the blocks can be per-
formed in separate devices or processors. Moreover, the func-
tionality in blocks, collectively or individually, can be
recorded in a computer readable medium that can be executed
within a computer system.

Dual polarization radar signals can be received from a
polarimetric radar using dual channel receiver 205. The dual
polarization radar signals can be received at both the horizon-
tal polarization state and vertical polarization state. The dual
polarization radar signals can be measured by the dual chan-
nel receiver 205 in the simultaneous horizontal/vertical trans-
mission mode or in the alternative horizontal/vertical trans-
mission mode. The raw dual polarization radar data received
by the dual channel receiver 205 can include an array of bins
recording echoes in both polarization states where each bin
corresponds with target range.

The dual polarization radar data can be sent from dual
channel receiver 205 to signal processor 210. Signal proces-
sor 210 can perform filtering, equalization, enhancement,
detection, digitization, clutter cancelation, noise reduction,
etc. of the dual polarization data.

The dual polarization data can then be sent to pulse pair
processor 215. The pulse pair processor can convert the digi-
tized samples at both polarization states into polarimetric
radar variables, including the co-polar correlation coefficient
P, and the differential propagation phase shift data @ ,,. The
differential propagation phase shift data can be recorded in
the complex domain as angular phases 6. For example, the
differential propagation phase shift data can take on the com-
plex form from the co-polar correlation
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where h and v can be the digitized signal samples at the
horizontal polarization and the vertical polarization respec-
tively, and @ ,,(r) represents the phase difference between the
two polarizations as a function of range.

In some embodiments, the estimation of specific differen-
tial phase involves estimating slopes of @, (r) profiles which
is a numerically unstable process. Evaluation of a derivative
can be considered high-pass filtering and it expects a smooth
and continuous function as the input. The fluctuation in the
differential propagation phase shift data can be magnified
during the process and large variance can exist in the esti-
mates of the specific differential phase data. Furthermore,
phase wrapping may occur in the differential propagation
phase shift data making the evaluation meaningless at phase
shift discontinuities.

The differential propagation phase shift data can be sent
from pulse pair processor 215 to storm cell detector 220. In
some embodiments, storm cell detector 220 can determine the
portions of the data corresponding to a storm cell. FIG. 3
shows a flow chart of a process for determining the presence
of storm cells within the differential propagation phase shift
data in the complex domain according to some embodiments.

At block 225 the data can be adapted for measurement
fluctuations. In some embodiments, parameter w can be cho-
sen to adapt for measurement fluctuations. For example,
parameter w can be set as the inverse of the standard deviation
of the angular @, such that the variation is normalized. The

variance of exp {j®,,} can be evaluated as:

W=E[l VP -, |P=1-|Ef/ P4, (8)

The maximum variation can occur when noise dominates,
in which case @, distributes uniformly between -z and ,
and it follows that w=>=1. In some embodiments, when the
variation in the angular @, is small, Taylor expansion can be
used to approximate (8) as

1 2
w2 ::1—(1— zo’é) ::o'é.

®

The variance 0¢2 can be evaluated from the Doppler spread
and the co-polar correlation coefficient. In some embodi-
ments, it can be approximated for large p,, as

/1 (10)
wlx= ——1]:1—|phv|.
2(|th|2

Thus, in some embodiments, block 225 can determine the
appropriate approximation of w depending on the value of
Ps,- In doing so the data can be adapted for measurement
fluctuations.

At block 235 the data can also be adapted for spatial scale.
In some embodiments, spatial scale can be adapted for by
determining the parameter q in equation (6). For example,
large variations can be allowed such that bias is minimized to
avoid excessive smoothness. In some embodiments, the
parameter q can be set to q"1:2de. The parameter q can be
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estimated from a non-adaptive process as shown in (3) to
indicate the relative spatial scale variation along range.
Parameter q can be used to compensate for two-way phase
shift in @ ,,. In some embodiments, the inverse relationship
between parameter q and K, deemphasizes smoothness at
large slopes and heavily weight smoothness at small slopes.
In some embodiments, the parameter q can cut off at K ;, of
0.1°/km during numerical evaluation.

In some embodiments, based on the angular @, profile,
using q"1:2de the smoothness term in (3) can be evaluated
as:

an

. i 212
I _ e, — e @] (’Lf»

2
= +4K2 .
4K, 4K%, Ky ] @

At block 230, the specific differential phase can be deter-
mined from the differential propagation phase by minimizing
the Lagrangian (6) for {(r,). Parameters w and q determined in
blocks 225 and 235 can be used to solve the Lagrangian.

In some embodiments, the solution to the Lagrangian using
(11) can provide values for constants a,, b,, ¢, and d, as:

2 -1 (12)
b=|M+ ﬁQWIQTM’l M| Oy,

2 (13)
o S w-lpT -1
d=y= W "M Myb,

2bi. 1 —2by (14)
BT
and

dev1 —di bigy +2b; (15)
Cp = -

Xprr =% 3(Xpr1 — %)
k=1 ... M-1.
Where:

By = ree = e, (16)

y=[fr) fir) .. fou) T, 17
b=[b by ... by7T, (13)
d=[d & ... dyT, (19)
pi (20)
hi p2 b
M= -
h o ps
Pu-1
Pre = 201 + ),
ho =0,
pLoal 2
a2 e
o @h p3 ’
PM-1

Pr = 2ge-1hu-1 + quhu),
go=ho =0,
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-continued
Lo ow b (22)
0= L u; I3 ’
1 U In
e = =l + )y b =3/ e,
and
w? (23)
W w3
Wit

In some embodiments, the smoothing factor A can be cho-
sen. Because the variation of angular @, has been normal-
ized using weight factor w, a reasonable choice of A should be
close to the expected smoothness by evaluating equation (11).
As an approximation, constant K, can be assumed in each
range interval. At different K, levels, the smoothness can be
quantitatively assessed as shown in Table 1 by allowing 10%
variation in K ;. The last column can be used as a baseline for
choosing A. The existence of extra K, in equation (11) can
require a different smoothing factor for different peak K ,, of
expectation. For example, targeting at K, of 30°/km, the
smoothing factor should be around 1.1Ar.

TABLE 1

Approximate quantitative evaluation of the smoothness
of the cubic regression splines in single interval.

Th+1
f OIS, 0P de
Yk

Kyp (Ofkm) KoKyl Kyl
0.1 0.01 3e-6 0.01Ar
1 0.01 3e-4 0.01Ar
10 0.01 3e-2 0.1Ar
30 0.01 3e-1 L1Ar

FIG. 3 shows a process 300 for detecting storm cells from
range profiles of the differential propagation phase shift data
according to some embodiments. Process 300 determines
whether each bin (or gate) of a set of differential propagation
phase shift data contains data indicative of a rain cell or not.
Process 300 moves through the differential propagation phase
shift data from bin to bin to determine whether the data within
the bin is indicative of rain. Process 300 evaluates the disper-
sion of the differential propagation phase (® ,,) over anumber
of'sequential bins according to some embodiments. Any num-
ber of sequential bins can be used, for example, in some
embodiments, the number of bings can be set to 5, 10, 15, 20,
25, or 30. The dispersion of @, can be written as:

D(@,,)=1 (). (24)
In some embodiments, the dispersion decreases as the stan-
dard deviation of @, increases, for example, the dispersion
approaches 1 if @, 1s highly concentrated while the disper-
sion approaches 0 if @ ,, is uniformly distributed between 0
and 2x. In some embodiments, ®,, can be assumed as a
narrowly distributed Gaussian variable, and the dispersion

can be derived as,
D(@z,)me 4. (25)

Process 300 starts at block 305. The counter i is initialized
as being equal to zero and the initial bin status is set as being
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outside a rain cell. For example, a bin status variable can be
used and set to indicate the data is outside a rain cell. Counter
i is incremented at block 315. At block 320, process 300
determines whether a rain cell has started. A rain cell has been
started, for example, if a bin status variable indicates the start
of'the rain cell. As another example, process 300 can look at
consecutive M; bins to see if the bins were labeled as con-
taining data indicative of a rain cell. If| as determined at block
320, a rain cell has started process 300 moves to block 325.
On the other hand if a rain cell has not started, process 300
moves to block 340.

Process 300 works in the complex domain in order to avoid
the effect of wrapped phase profiles. At block 325 process 300
examines the dispersion of the differential propagation phase
shift data at consecutive M bins. In some embodiments, M
can be set to 10 to suppress the impact of the statistical
fluctuation. In other embodiments, M, can be set to, for
example, 5, 15, 20, 25, or 30.

If the dispersion at consecutive M; bins is greater than a
preset threshold value X, then process 300 labels the bins as
being the start of a rain cell at block 330. In some embodi-
ments, the bin status variable can also be set to indicate bins
are inside a rain cell at block 335. In some embodiments, a
rain cell array can be created with same number of data entries
as the differential propagation phase shift data. The rain cell
array can indicate whether a corresponding bin within the
differential propagation phase shift data is within or without
a rain cell. If, however, at block 325 the dispersion over a
range bin is not greater than threshold value X, then process
300 returns to block 315 and moves on to the next bin.

As noted above, the dispersion is related to the standard
deviation (0,,) of the differential propagation phase shift. In
some embodiments, a threshold value X of 0.98 can be used
which corresponds to a standard deviation of about 12°. Vari-
ous other threshold values can also be used. For example,
Table 2 illustrates various other threshold values and their
corresponding standard deviation.

TABLE 2

Values for X and Y and their corresponding standard deviation.

XorY Oy
1.000 1°
0.999 2°
0.999 3°
0.998 4°
0.996 5°
0.995 6°
0.993 7°
0.990 8°
0.988 9°
0.985 10°
0.982 11°
0.978 12°
0.975 13°
0.971 14°
0.966 15°
0.962 16°
0.957 17°
0.952 18°
0.947 19°
0.941 20°
0.935 21°
0.929 22°
0.923 23°
0.916 24°
0.909 25°
0.902 26°
0.895 27°
0.887 28°
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TABLE 2-continued

Values for X and Y and their corresponding standard deviation.

XorY (e
0.880 29°
0.872 30°

At block 350 process 300 determines whether it has
reached the last gate. If so, process 300 ends at block 360.
Otherwise, process 300 returns to block 315 and counter i is
incremented.

After a storm cell starts, the dispersion at a consecutive Mz
bins inside a storm cell is examined at block 340. M can be
set to 5 to suppress the impact of statistical fluctuation. In
other embodiments, M can be set to 10, 15, 20, 25, or 30. In
some embodiments, Mz can be equal to M. In other embodi-
ments, Mg can be less than M. Ifthe dispersion at M bins is
less than threshold Y and the co-polar correlation coefficient
(py,) 1s less than threshold Z, then the end of the rain cell has
been reached. In some embodiments, threshold Y can be
equal to threshold X. In some embodiments, threshold Y can
be any value shown in the chart shown above. Co-polar cor-
relation coefficient is a standard radar variable from a pola-
rimetric weather radar and can be an indicator for data quality.
In some embodiments, the condition of the co-polar correla-
tion coefficient can be excluded from block 340. In some
embodiments, the co-polar correlation coefficient is used
within block 340 to ensure the inclusion of a complete storm
cell. In some embodiments, Z can be set to 0.9. In other
embodiments, Z can vary between 0.85 and 0.95.

At block 340, if the dispersion is less than Y and the
co-polar correlation coefficient is less than Z, then the end of
a storm cell has been reached as indicated in block 345 and
process 300 moves to block 350. In some embodiments, rain
status bin can be set to indicate that the data is outside a rain
cell. In some embodiments, the rain cell array can indicate the
corresponding range data is outside a rain cell. If, however,
either or both of the conditions present in block 340 have not
been met, then the data is still indicative of rain cell data and
process 300 moves to block 335.

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of a computer system 400
that can be coupled with a dual polarization radar system for
computation of the specific differential phase. Computer sys-
tem 400 can be used to perform any or all the computations
shown in FIG. 2 and/or FIG. 3. The drawing illustrates how
individual system elements can be implemented in a sepa-
rated or more integrated manner. The computer 400 is shown
having hardware elements that are electrically coupled via
bus 426. Network interface 452 can communicatively couple
the computational device 400 with another computer, for
example, through a network such as the Internet. The hard-
ware elements can include a processor 402, an input device
404, an output device 406, a storage device 408, a computer-
readable storage media reader 410a, a communications sys-
tem 414, a processing acceleration unit 416 such as a DSP or
special-purpose processor, and memory 418. The computer-
readable storage media reader 410a can be further connected
to a computer-readable storage medium 4104, the combina-
tion comprehensively representing remote, local, fixed, and/
or removable storage devices plus storage media for tempo-
rarily and/or more permanently containing computer-
readable information.

Dual polarization radar system interface 450 is coupled
with bus 426. In some embodiments, dual polarization radar
system interface 450 can be any type of communication inter-
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face. For example, dual polarization radar system interface
450 can be a USB interface, UART interface, serial interface,
parallel interface, etc. Dual polarization radar system inter-
face 450 can be configured to couple directly with a dual
polarization radar system

The computational device 400 also comprises software
elements, shown as being currently located within working
memory 420, including an operating system 424 and other
code 422, such as a program designed to implement methods
and/or processes described herein. In some embodiments,
other code 422 can include software that provides instructions
for receiving user input a dual polarization radar system and
manipulating the data according to various embodiments dis-
closed herein. In some embodiments, other code 422 can
include software that can predict or forecast weather events,
and/or provide real time weather reporting and/or warnings. It
will be apparent to those skilled in the art that substantial
variations can be used in accordance with specific require-
ments. For example, customized hardware might also be used
and/or particular elements might be implemented in hard-
ware, software (including portable software, such as applets),
or both. Further, connection to other computing devices such
as network input/output devices can be employed.

The embodiments described herein can be implemented in
a real-time environment. Even though matrix inverse opera-
tions and matrix multiplication operations are involved in the
solution, the computational complexity is within order of the
number of range bins because all the matrices are band lim-
ited. Moreover, the calculation for unfolding wrapped phase
and its propagation in the computation process are avoided.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show K, estimates from both the prin-
cipal @ ,, using simple finite difference (black dash line) and
the angular @ ,, using adaptive regression according to some
embodiments. FIG. 5A shows the mean and FIG. 5B shows
the standard deviation of estimated K, based on 100 realiza-
tions. The intrinsic K ;, profile (thick gray line) is simulated as
a narrow Gaussian function (on the left side) and a triangular
function (on the right side), at gate spacing of 0.5 km. Fluc-
tuation due to noise, Doppler spread and cross polarization
correlation is simulated. The adaptive estimation shows
highly improved accuracy and robustness.

FIG. 6 shows simulated X-band radar observations at
elevation angle of 0.5° and gate spacing of 0.1 km. Image (a)
shows a PPI plot of the attenuated reflectivity. Image (b)
shows a PPI plot of the estimated K, using conventional
approach on the principal @ ,. Image (c) shows PPI plot of
theestimated K ,, using the adaptive estimation on the angular
@, according to some embodiments disclosed herein. Image
(d) shows the scattering plot between estimates of K, and
intrinsic (non-attenuated) Z,,, where the blue points illustrate
the conventional estimates and the red points illustrate the
adaptive estimates. In visual comparison with the conven-
tional approach, the adaptive approach results in similar K ,,
estimation. However, the adaptive approach does present a
finer resolution which captures the peak K, and the storm
texture exhibited in reflectivity. At the same time, in the
regions of low reflectivity, the K, is much cleaner with
smaller variation.

FIG. 7 shows S-band observations from the CSU-CHILL
radar for a precipitation event on May 31, 2003. The @ ,, is
accumulated over 200° around azimuth of 128° where phase
is wrapped. Same conclusion can be drawn from visual com-
parison (b) and (c). The K, peaks are well estimated in the
storm cores, while the K ;, estimates outside of storm core are
fairly smooth. At the far side of storm, p,,, is very low and it is
found that the data quality is not sufficient in this area. Note
that the storm is located at range of 50 km and beyond. The
spatial resolution there is much lower than the previous simu-
lated cases. The scatter plot between estimated K ,, and radar
reflectivity is presented in (d). It can be seen once again the
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large number of extraneous points in the conventional algo-
rithm are eliminated demonstrating the strength of the new
algorithm.

Circuits, logic modules, blocks, processors, and/or other
components may be described herein as being “configured”
to perform various operations. Those skilled in the art will
recognize that, depending on implementation, such configu-
ration can be accomplished through design, setup, intercon-
nection, and/or programming of the particular components
and that, again depending on implementation, a configured
component might or might not be reconfigurable for a difter-
ent operation. For example, a programmable processor can be
configured by providing suitable executable code; a dedicated
logic circuit can be configured by suitably connecting logic
gates and other circuit elements; and so on.

While the embodiments described above may make refer-
ence to specific hardware and software components, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that different combinations of
hardware and/or software components may also be used and
that particular operations described as being implemented in
hardware might also be implemented in software or vice
versa.

Computer programs incorporating various features of the
present invention may be encoded on various computer read-
able storage media; suitable media include magnetic disk or
tape, optical storage media such as compact disk (CD) or
digital versatile disk (DVD), flash memory, and the like.
Computer readable storage media encoded with the program
code may be packaged with a compatible device or provided
separately from other devices. In addition program code may
be encoded and transmitted via wired optical, and/or wireless
networks conforming to a variety of protocols, including the
Internet, thereby allowing distribution, e.g., via Internet
download.

What is claimed is:

1. A dual-polarization radar system comprising:

a dual polarization radar receiver;

a processor coupled with the receiver;

memory configured to store information including raw

data received from the receiver, data processed by the
processor, and processing code executable by the pro-
cessor, the processing code including:
instructions to receive raw dual polarization data as a
function of range from the dual polarization receiver;
instructions to determine a differential propagation phase
shift as a function of range from the raw dual polariza-
tion data; and
instructions to estimate the complex specific differential
phase from the differential propagation phase shift by
estimating the derivative of the differential phase shift
data with respect to range in the complex domain.

2. The dual-polarization system according to claim 1,
wherein the instructions to estimate the complex specific
differential phase further comprises solving the following
Lagrangian:

L= Z{‘qu(rkﬂ -1 [ b * + bt I* +
3 Re(bybi,y)

k=1

M
}+AZ wlf ) = delP.
k=1

3. The dual-polarization system according to claim 2,
wherein the weighting parameter w! is set to the standard
deviation of the measured differential phases in the complex
domain.

4. The dual-polarization system according to claim 2,
wherein the scaling factor ™' is set to reflect the varying
spatial scale of the measured differential phases in adaptation
to the storm intensity.
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5. The dual-polarization system according to claim 2,
wherein the weighting parameter w~" and the scaling factor
q~* are evaluated for dual-polarization radar system.

6. The dual-polarization system according to claim 1,
wherein the memory includes processing code including
instructions to estimate the specific differential phase in the
complex domain in response to the wrapped differential
propagation phase shift.

7. The dual-polarization system according to claim 1,
wherein the memory includes processing code including
instructions to adapt the differential propagation phase shift
data in response to spatial scale.

8. The dual-polarization system according to claim 1,
wherein the memory includes processing code including
instructions to adapt the differential propagation phase shift
data in response to measurement fluctuations.

9. The dual-polarization system according to claim 1,
wherein the memory includes processing code including
instructions to identify the presence of storm cells in the
differential propagation phase shift data.

10. A method for calculating the specific differential phase
from the differential propagation shift between two polariza-
tions, the method comprising:

receiving differential propagation phase shift data as a

function of range in the complex domain from a dual
polarization radar system;
determining the complex specific differential phase from
the differential propagation phase shift data by calculat-
ing the derivative of the differential phase shift data with
respect to range in the complex domain; and

converting the complex specific differential phase into the
radial domain.

11. The method according to claim 10, further comprising
identifying the presence of storm cells within the differential
propagation phase shift data.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the deter-
mining the complex specific differential phase from the dif-
ferential propagation phase shift data occurs only on the
differential propagation phase shift data where storms cells
have been identified.

13. The method according to claim 11, wherein the pres-
ence of a storm cell is identified using a dispersion of a subset
of the differential propagation phase shift data.

14. The method according to claim 10, wherein the com-
plex specific differential phase is determined by solving the
following Lagrangian:

L= 2{4%%("“1 - "k)[|bk|2 + b F +
3 Re(bibt, )

k=1

M
}”Z WAlf 00 = dilP.
k=1

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein the weight-
ing parameter w™! is set to the standard deviation of the
measured differential phases in the complex domain.

16. The method according to claim 14, wherein the scaling
factor q~* is set to reflect the varying spatial scale of the
measured differential phases in adaptation to the storm inten-
sity.

17. The method according to claim 14, wherein the weight-
ing parameter w~" and the scaling factor q~* are evaluated for
dual-polarization radar system.

18. A method for determining the presence of storm cell
from differential propagation phase shift data, the method
comprising:
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receiving range profiles of differential propagation phase
shift data from a radar system, wherein the range profiles
of differential propagation phase shift data comprises an
array of differential propagation phase shift data
arranged in bins corresponding to range;

when the dispersion at a first consecutive subset of bins is

greater than a first threshold, indicating the first cell of
the first sequential number of bins as the start of a rain
cell; and

when the dispersion at a second consecutive subset of bins

is less than a second threshold, indicating the first cell of
the second sequential number of bins as the end of a rain
cell.

19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the number
of bins within the first sequential number of bins is greater
than the number of bins within the second sequential number
of bins.

20. The method according to claim 18, wherein the first
threshold and the second threshold are the same.

21. The method according to claim 18, wherein the first
threshold equals about 0.98.

22. The method according to claim 18, further comprising
indicating that the bins between the first bin within the first
consecutive subset of bins and the first bin within the second
consecutive subset of bins as part of a rain cell.

23. The method according to claim 18, wherein the indi-
cating the first cell of the sequential number of bins as the end
of'a rain cell when the dispersion at the consecutive subset of
bins is less than a second threshold and the co-polar correla-
tion coefficient of the differential propagation phase shift data
is less than a third threshold.

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein the third
threshold is about 0.9.

25. A system comprising:

means for receiving dual-polarization echo data from a

dual polarization radar receiver;

means for determining a differential propagation phase

shift as a function of range from the raw dual polariza-
tion data; and

means for determining the complex specific differential

phase from the differential propagation phase shift by
estimating the derivative of the differential phase shift
data with respect to range in the complex domain.

26. The system according to claim 25, further comprising
means for adapting the differential phase shift data for spatial
scale.

27. The system according to claim 25, further comprising
means for adapting the differential phase shift data for mea-
surement fluctuations.

28. The system according to claim 25, further comprising
means for determining the presence of storm cells within the
differential phase shift data.

29. A dual-polarization radar system comprising:

a dual polarization radar receiver;

a processor coupled with the receiver;

memory configured to store information including raw

data received from the receiver, data processed by the

processor, and processing code executable by the pro-

cessor, the processing code including:

instructions to determine a differential propagation
phase shift as a function of range from raw dual polar-
ization data received from the dual polarization
receiver, wherein the differential propagation phase
shift data comprises an array of data arranged in bins
corresponding to range;

instructions for indicating the first bin of a first sequen-
tial number of bins as the start of a rain cell when the



US 7,898,459 B2

15 16
dispersion over the first sequential number of bins 30. The dual-polarization radar system according to claim
along a range is greater than a first threshold; and 29, wherein the processing code includes instructions to indi-
instructions for indicating the first bin of a second cate bins sequentially between bins identified as the start of a
sequential number of bins as the end of a rain cell rain cell and bins identified as the end of a rain cell as rain cell

when the dispersion over the second sequential num- 5 bins.

ber of bins along a range is less than a second thresh-
old. k% & %
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