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RECEIVING DEVICE FOR SPREAD
SPECTRUM RADAR APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a receiving device to be
used for a spread spectrum radar apparatus using a spread
spectrum scheme, and particularly to a receiving device that
can obtain a radar spectrum that is precise and has stable
intensity without depending on a phase of a reception signal.

(2) Description of the Related Arts

In recent years, vehicles have been equipped with radar
apparatuses for use in detecting objects, such as vehicles
ahead and obstacles behind the vehicles. There are high
expectations for such radar apparatuses in terms of improve-
ments in safety, such as avoiding collision, and in conve-
nience of drivers as represented by support for reverse driving
operations. Thus, technical developments in radar apparatus
to be mounted in vehicles (hereinafter referred to as in-ve-
hicle radar apparatuses) have been active. One of the impor-
tant tasks of in-vehicle radar apparatuses is to suppress the
influence of radio waves to be emitted from radar apparatuses
that are mounted in other vehicles and are similar to the radar
apparatus of the own vehicle. As an example, radar appara-
tuses using a spread spectrum scheme (hereinafter referred to
as spread spectrum radar apparatuses) have been suggested.

The spread spectrum radar apparatuses modulate emitted
radio waves using pseudo-noise codes (hereinafter referred to
as PN codes) for spreading waves. Receivers for such spread
spectrum radar apparatuses despread waves reflected from
objects, using the same PN codes that have been used in
modulating the emitted radio waves. Thus, either radio waves
that have been modulated using different codes or radio
waves that have been emitted from radar apparatuses that use
other schemes with no code modulation are suppressed in the
receivers. Furthermore, since the emitted radio waves are
frequency-spread using the PN codes, electric power on a
frequency unit basis and the impact to other wireless systems
can be reduced. Furthermore, a relationship between a dis-
tance resolution and a maximum detectable range may be
freely set by adjusting chip rates and code cycles of the PN
codes. Furthermore, the peak power never becomes large due
to continuous transmission of radio waves.

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a receiving unit 300
included in a receiving device of a conventional spread spec-
trum radar apparatus disclosed in Unexamined Japanese
Patent Application Publication No. 2005-72735 , published
Mar. 17, 2005 (hereinafter referred to as Patent Reference 1).
The receiving unit 300 includes a receiving antenna 301, a
low noise amplifier 302, a despreading unit 303, a phase
shifter 304, a quadrature demodulator 305, and buffer ampli-
fiers 3074 and 3075.

A transmission signal that has been spread over a wide
band and then transmitted by a transmitting device is reflected
from an object at a certain distance. The signal reflected from
the object is received by the receiving antenna 301 of the
receiving unit 300 in FIG. 1. The despreading unit 303
despreads the reflected signal using a PN code provided from
a reception PN code generating unit 310 to the despreading
unit 303, and converts the despread signal into a narrow-band
signal. Then, the narrow-band signal is separated into 2 dif-
ferent narrow-band signals that pass through differential
transmission lines that have a phase difference by 180
degrees. The 2 narrow-band signals are down-converted by
balanced modulators 3054 and 3055 based on 2 different local
oscillator signals in order to generate an in-phase signal and a
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2

quadrature signal respectively from the balanced modulators
3054 and 3055. Here, the 2 different local oscillator signals
have a phase difference by approximately 90 degrees and are
generated by a local oscillator 306 and a phase shifter 304,
respectively. A sum of squares of the in-phase signal and the
quadrature signal is calculated to obtain intensity of the sig-
nals. Furthermore, a control unit (not illustrated) included in
the receiving unit 300 controls how long a PN code identical
to the PN code used in the transmitting device is delayed for
use in the receiving unit 300. Furthermore, the signal process-
ing unit 320 calculates a distance to the object by performing
signal processing on the signal received by the receiving unit
300 so that the distance may be reflected to a radar spectrum.

FIG. 2 illustrates a circuit configuration, disclosed in
Patent Reference 1, including the despreading unit 303 of the
receiving unit 300 and the balanced modulators 3054 and
3056 included in the quadrature demodulator 305. The
despreading unit 303 and the balanced modulators 3054 and
3055 are double balanced I/O switching circuits, and transis-
tors included in amplifiers of Gilbert cell mixer circuits are
omitted in FIG. 2. A current source circuit 331 can be com-
monly used by integrating the despreading unit 303, and the
balanced modulators 3054 and 3054 into a circuit. Thereby, a
current value of a current to be consumed can be reduced, and
electric power consumption can also be reduced. Further-
more, reception signals provided from collectors of transis-
tors included in the despreading unit 303 can be directly
received by emitters of transistors included in the balanced
modulators 305a and 30554. Thus, distortion effect can be
suppressed and further, a size of a chip can be reduced.

FIG. 3 simply illustrates operations of the receiving unit
300 illustrated in FIG. 2. A reception signal is converted from
anunbalanced signal into a balanced signal by abalun330. As
illustrated in FIG. 3, currents A and B are carried by balanced
output transmission lines of the balun 330. Furthermore, tran-
sistors Q1, Q7, Q9, Q12, Q13, and Q16 are turned on, and
other transistors are turned off.

The current A flows through the transistor Q1, and the
current B flows through the transistor Q7. Since the transis-
tors Q9, Q12, Q13, and Q16 are turned on in the quadrature
demodulator 305, the current A is made up of a current Al that
flows through the transistor Q9 and a current A2 that flows
through the transistor Q13. The current B is made up of a
current B1 that flows through the transistor Q12 and a current
B2 that flows through the transistor Q16. Here, when the
current Al is equal to the current A2, intensity of a signal
transmitted from a terminal OUT1 is equal to that of a signal
transmitted from a terminal OUT3. When the current B1 is
equal to the current B2, intensity of a signal transmitted from
a terminal OUT2 is equal to that of a signal transmitted from
aterminal OUT4. In other words, an in-phase balanced signal
made up of the signals transmitted from the terminals OUT1
and OUT2 is equal to a quadrature balanced signal made up of
the signals transmitted from the terminals OUT3 and OUT4.
Hereinafter, processing for obtaining a radar spectrum is
described more specifically using equations.

Equation 1 expresses 2 balanced signals RF1 and RF2
obtained through the despreading unit 303, and Equation 2
expresses local oscillator signals LO_I and LO_Q that have a
phase difference by 90 degrees and that are provided by the
quadrature demodulator 305.

P, and P, represent intensities of the balanced signals RF1
and RF2, and ¢ represents a phase of a reception signal RF.
The reception signal RF is demodulated by the quadrature
demodulator 305 based on the local oscillator signals LO_I
and LO_Q.
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RF1=P, cos(®w,t+¢) (Equation 1)

RF2=P, cos(wt+¢+m) (Equation 2)

LO_I=cos w,t

LO_Q=sin w,t

Equation 3 expresses an output in-phase signal IF_I and an
output quadrature signal IF_Q obtained by removing a signal
component having larger frequency through a filter from the
demodulated reception signal RF.

IF_I=(P/2)cos {(m~0,)r+p} (Equation 3)

IF_Q=(P,/2)sin {(w;-w,)i+¢}

Equation 4 expresses a sum of squares T of the in-phase
signal IF_I and the quadrature signal IF_Q.

T=V[(P/2)? cos®{(0~0,)t+@ }+(P5/2)? sin’{ (0,~w,)
+¢}]

The sum of squares T reflects a peak of a radar spectrum.
When the 2 balanced signals RF1 and RF2 obtained through
the despreading unit 303 have different values representing
the intensities P, and P,, the sum of squares T of the in-phase
signal IF_I and the quadrature signal IF_Q varies according to
a phase ¢ of the reception signal RF. However, when the
intensity P, is equal to that of P,, the sum of squares T of the
in-phase signal IF_I and the quadrature signal IF_Q becomes
a constant value.

Here, the intensities P, and P, ofthe 2 balanced signals RF1
and RF2 obtained through the despreading unit 303 depend
on a difference between current values of the currents A1 and
B1 or a difference between current values of the currents A2
and B2. When absolute values of these two differences of the
current values become equal, according to a result of Equa-
tion 4, the sum of squares T of the in-phase signal IF_I and the
quadrature signal IF_Q becomes a constant value and can
secure intensity of the reception signal RF at its peak.

(Equation 4)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, such a conventional receiving device has a prob-
lem that current values of an in-phase balanced signal and a
quadrature balanced signal are not stable and that a reception
signal reflected from an object at a certain distance is not
stable at its peak. In other words, since a sum of squares of the
in-phase balanced signal and the quadrature balanced signal
varies according to a phase ¢ of the reception signal RF, the
reception signal reflected from the object at the certain dis-
tance is not stable at its peak and intensity of the reception
signal RF varies.

More specifically, bases of the transistors Q9 and Q13 are
not connected to each other in a conventional circuit structure.
Thus, due to the impact of matching a voltage in a latter circuit
to a voltage in a former circuit, local oscillator signals LO1
and LO3 differ in voltage level. In this case, base input volt-
ages between the transistors Q9 and Q13 also become difter-
ent. When a transistor is turned on, a base-emitter voltage is
kept constant (normally, a voltage value varies depending on
materials of the transistor or processes for manufacturing the
transistor).

However, when the base-emitter voltage varies, a collector
current also exponentially varies according to the base-emit-
ter voltage. Thereby, assuming that a DC voltage level of the
local oscillator signal [LO1 increases and a DC voltage level of
the local oscillator signal O3 decreases, the base-emitter
voltage of the transistor Q9 becomes higher than that of the
transistor Q13 because emitters of the transistors Q9 and Q13
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are connected to each other. Thus, the current A flows mostly
through the transistor Q9, but hardly through the transistor
Q13. Similarly, the current B flows mostly through the tran-
sistor Q12, but hardly through the transistor Q16.

As described above, in the case of A1=A2 or B12B2, the
intensities P, and P, have different values. Since a sum of
squares expressed by Equation 4 varies according to a phase
¢ of the reception signal RF, the reception signal RF is not
stable at its peak and intensity of the reception signal RF
varies. In other words, when a voltage level of a signal
received by a base of each transistor varies due to the influ-
ence such as noise, intensity of an output signal also varies
and thus a precise radar spectrum cannot be obtained.

Thus, the present invention has been conceived in view of
the problem, and aims at providing a receiving device that is
used for a spread spectrum radar apparatus and stabilizes
signal intensity by keeping constant a sum of squares of an
in-phase signal and a quadrature signal without depending on
a phase of a reception signal to obtain a precise radar spec-
trum.

In order to solve the problem, the receiving device accord-
ing to the present invention is a receiving device that is used
for a spread spectrum radar apparatus and receives a spec-
trum-spread signal, and includes: a signal receiving unit con-
figured to receive the spectrum-spread signal as a reception
signal; a despreading unit configured to generate a first
despread signal and a second despread signal that are gener-
ated by despreading, using a pseudo-noise code, the reception
signal received by the signal receiving unit, the second
despread signal passing through a transmission line carrying
a current having a current value identical to a current value of
acurrent carried by a transmission line through which the first
despread signal passes; and a quadrature demodulating unit
configured to generate an in-phase signal by quadrature-de-
modulating the first despread signal, and a quadrature signal
by quadrature-demodulating the second despread signal,
wherein the despreading unit includes a first transistor pair
including a first transistor and a second transistor, the first and
second transistors having an identical characteristic, the first
and second transistors receive the reception signal, and
despread the received reception signal by being turned on and
off according to the pseudo-noise code, subsequently the first
transistor outputs the first despread signal, and the second
transistor outputs the second despread signal, and the quadra-
ture demodulating unit includes: a first demodulator that
demodulates the first despread signal using a first local oscil-
lator signal, and generates the in-phase signal; and a second
demodulator that demodulates the second despread signal
using a second local oscillator signal having a phase obtained
by shifting a phase of the first local oscillator signal by 90
degrees, and generates the quadrature signal.

Thereby, a current value of the in-phase signal and a current
value ofthe quadrature signal can be kept constant by keeping
current values of lines through which the 2 signals that are
despread and outputted from the despreading unit pass. Thus,
a sum of squares of the in-phase signal and the quadrature
signal can be kept constant, and a precise radar spectrum can
be obtained.

Furthermore, the signal receiving unit may be configured
to convert the received spectrum-spread signal into a bal-
anced reception signal including a positive reception signal
and a negative reception signal, the first despread signal may
be a balanced signal including a first positive despread signal
and a first negative despread signal, the second despread
signal may be a balanced signal including a second positive
despread signal and a second negative despread signal, the
despreading unit may further include a second transistor pair
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having a structure identical to a structure of the first transistor
pair, the first transistor pair may receive the positive reception
signal, despread the received positive reception signal by
being turned on and off according to the pseudo-noise code,
and output the first positive despread signal and the second
positive despread signal, and the second transistor pair may
receive the negative reception signal, despread the received
negative reception signal by being turned on and off accord-
ing to the pseudo-noise code, and output the first negative
despread signal and the second negative despread signal.

More preferably, the pseudo-noise code is a balanced
pseudo-noise code including a positive pseudo-noise code
and a negative pseudo-noise code, the despreading unit fur-
ther includes a third transistor pair and a fourth transistor pair
each having a structure identical to the structure of the first
transistor pair, the first transistor pair despreads the positive
reception signal by being turned on and off according to the
positive pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first positive
despread signal and the second positive despread signal, and
the second transistor pair despreads the negative reception
signal by being turned on and off according to the positive
pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first negative despread
signal and the second negative despread signal, and the third
transistor pair receives the positive reception signal,
despreads the received positive reception signal by being
turned on and off according to the negative pseudo-noise
code, and outputs the first negative despread signal and the
second negative despread signal, and the fourth transistor pair
receives the negative reception signal, despreads the received
negative reception signal by being turned on and off accord-
ing to the negative pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first
positive despread signal and the second positive despread
signal.

Thereby, the reception signal can be processed as a bal-
anced signal, and influence of outside noise can be reduced.

Furthermore, the receiving device may include: a code
generating unit configured to generate the pseudo-noise code;
and an amplifier circuit that amplifies the pseudo-noise code
and provides the amplified pseudo-noise code to the
despreading unit.

Thereby, amplifying output intensity of a PN code can
operate, in a saturation region, a transistor included in the
despreading unit, and can obtain stable intensity of a recep-
tion signal. Furthermore, there is no need to install a large
capacitor for removing a DC voltage component outside a
chip.

The signal receiving unit may further include a balun that
converts the received spectrum-spread signal into the bal-
anced reception signal and provides the converted reception
signal to the despreading unit, and the balun may include
passive elements.

More specifically, the balun includes: a first transmission
line having an end that receives the spectrum-spread signal
that is an unbalanced signal, and having an other end that is
grounded; and a second transmission line and a third trans-
mission line that are electromagnetically coupled to the first
transmission line, and an end of the second transmission line
and an end of the third transmission line are grounded, the
positive reception signal is outputted from an other end of the
second transmission line, and the negative reception signal is
outputted from an other end of the third transmission line, the
other end of the second transmission line facing the other end
of the third transmission line.

Thereby, compared to a case where a balun includes active
elements such as transistors, the distortion of a reception
signal provided as a balanced signal can be suppressed.
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6

The receiving device may further include: a first capacitor
coupled in parallel with an output transmission line of the first
demodulator, the first capacitor removing a high frequency
component from the in-phase signal; and a second capacitor
coupled in parallel with an output transmission line of the
second demodulator, the second capacitor removing a high
frequency component from the quadrature signal.

Thereby, a high frequency component of a despread signal
that has been passing through the receiving device without
being despread by the despreading unit can be removed.
Furthermore, the despread signal distorted by the high fre-
quency component can be suppressed, and a demodulation
signal can be prevented from peaking due to distortion in a
radar spectrum.

Furthermore, the despreading unit and the quadrature
demodulating unit may be integrated in a circuit that includes
a current source to be shared between the despreading unit
and the quadrature demodulating unit, and may be formed on
an identical semiconductor substrate.

Thereby, a current source circuit that supplies a current can
be shared between the despreading unit and the quadrature
demodulating unit, and electric power to be consumed and a
size of a chip can be reduced.

Furthermore, the first and second transistors may be hetero
bipolar transistors. Thereby, the transistors can be used as a
radar apparatus that can perform a higher-frequency opera-
tion.

The present invention can provide a receiving device that is
used for a spread spectrum radar apparatus and can obtain a
precise radar spectrum by stabilizing intensity of a reception
signal through keeping constant a sum of squares of an in-
phase signal and a quadrature signal that are provided from
the quadrature demodulating unit, regardless of a phase of the
reception signal.

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT TECHNICAL
BACKGROUND TO THIS APPLICATION

The disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 2007-
261087 filed on Oct. 4, 2007 including specification, draw-
ings and claims is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects, advantages and features of the
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion thereof taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings that illustrate a specific embodiment of the inven-
tion. In the Drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a receiving unit
included in a conventional spread spectrum radar apparatus;

FIG. 2 illustrates a conventional circuit configuration
including a despreading unit and a quadrature demodulator;

FIG. 3 simply illustrates a conventional operation of a
despreading unit and a quadrature demodulator;

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a configuration of a receiv-
ing device for a spread spectrum radar apparatus according to
the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a receiving unit accord-
ing to the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates a circuit configuration of a balun accord-
ing to the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 illustrates a circuit configuration including a
despreading unit and a quadrature demodulator according to
the first embodiment;
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FIG. 8 simply illustrates an operation of the despreading
unit and the quadrature demodulator according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 9 illustrates a circuit configuration of a receiving unit
included in a receiving device for a spread spectrum radar
apparatus according to the second embodiment; and

FIG. 10 illustrates a circuit configuration of a differential
amplifier according to the second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The following describes embodiments of the present
invention with reference to drawings.

First Embodiment

Areceiving device for a spread spectrum radar apparatus of
a first embodiment includes a despreading unit and a quadra-
ture demodulating unit each of which is configured of a
switching circuit that is a double balanced /O circuit. The
receiving device further includes a current power source cir-
cuit that is shared between the despreading unit and the
quadrature demodulating unit. The despreading unit includes
4 transistor pairs each including 2 transistors. The receiving
device has a circuit configuration in which 2 transistors
included in a transistor pair are connected to each other
through the respective bases and emitters. Current values of
currents provided from the transistors are set to the same
value. Furthermore, the receiving device is, for example,
mounted in a moving object, such as a vehicle.

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a configuration of a receiv-
ing device 100 for a spread spectrum radar apparatus of the
first embodiment. The receiving device 100 receives a detec-
tion radio wave transmitted from a transmitting device 150 for
the spread spectrum radar apparatus and then reflected from
an object. Then, the receiving device 100 detects a distance
from the moving object to the object and a relative velocity of
the moving object with respect to the object, and other infor-
mation by performing processing on the received detection
radio wave. The receiving device 100 includes a receiving
unit 110, a reception PN code generating unit 120, a signal
processing unit 130, and a controlling unit 140.

The receiving unit 110 receives a detection radio wave
reflected from an object from among detection radio waves
transmitted from the transmitting device 150, and despreads
and quadrature-demodulates the received detection radio
wave. The configuration of the receiving unit 110 will be
described later in detail.

The reception PN code generating unit 120 generates a PN
code obtained by delaying a reception PN code generated by
atransmission PN code generating unit (not illustrated) in the
transmitting device 150, based on a timing signal supplied
from the controlling unit 140, and provides the generated
reception PN code to the receiving unit 110.

The signal processing unit 130 calculates the presence and
absence of an object, a distance and a relative velocity to the
object, and other information, based on a code delay time T of
the reception PN code generated by the reception PN code
generating unit 120 for a transmission PN code generated by
the transmission PN code generating unit, a reference signal
provided from the transmitting device 150, and a signal pro-
vided from the receiving unit 110.

The controlling unit 140 supplies a timing signal to the
reception PN code generating unit 120 and the transmission
PN code generating unit.
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FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of the receiving unit 110
of'the receiving device 100 according to the first embodiment.
The receiving unit 110 includes a reception antenna 111, a
low noise amplifier 112, a balun 113, a despreading unit 114,
a phase shifter 115, a quadrature demodulating unit 116,
capacitors 118a and 11856, and buffer amplifiers 119a and
1194. Here, the signal receiving unit as one aspect of the
present invention corresponds to a set of the reception
antenna 111, the low noise amplifier 112, and the balun 113.

The reception antenna 111 receives a detection radio wave
reflected from an object as a reception signal. In the first
embodiment, a detection radio wave is spread, for example,
over frequency bands of 26.4 GHz+1 MHz.

The low noise amplifier 112 is inserted as necessary in
order to favorably maintain a ratio of a signal to noise. The
low noise amplifier 112 is configured of a circuit made of a
single wire.

The balun 113 is a circuit that converts a reception signal
received as an unbalanced signal into a balanced signal. FI1G.
6 illustrates a circuit configuration of the balun 113. The balun
113 includes 4 transmission lines 161, 162,163, and 164, and
a capacitor 165. As illustrated in FIG. 6, distortion occurring
in a reception signal can be prevented by using a balun only
including passive elements.

The reception signal is provided to an end of the transmis-
sion line 161. The other end of the transmission line 161 is
connected to an end of the transmission line 162. The other
end of the transmission line 162 is grounded. Respective one
ends of the transmission lines 163 and 164 are also grounded.
The other ends of the transmission lines 163 and 164 are
connected to the despreading unit 114. The transmission line
161 is electromagnetically coupled to the transmission line
163, and the transmission lines 162 is electromagnetically
coupled to the transmission line 164. Thus, a reception signal
provided to the transmission line 161 as an unbalanced signal
is provided each from the other ends of the transmission lines
163 and 164 to the despreading unit 114 as a balanced signal.
The capacitor 165 is coupled in parallel with the transmission
lines 163 and 164 in order to match a voltage in the balun 113
and a voltage in the despreading unit 114.

The despreading unit 114 demodulates the reception signal
converted into the balanced signal by the balun 113, using a
reception PN code. When the code delay time T of the recep-
tion PN code is equivalent to a delay time corresponding to a
distance to an object to be detected, a phase of the reception
PN code included in the received detection radio wave
matches a phase of the reception PN code provided from the
reception PN code generating unit 120, and the reception
signal that has been spectrum spread over a wide band is
despread by the despreading unit 114 over a narrow band.
When the code delay time T is different from the delay time
corresponding to the distance to the object to be detected, a
demodulation signal generated by the despreading unit 114 is
kept spectrum spread over a wide band.

The phase shifter 115 generates a local oscillator signal
having a phase obtained by shifting, by approximately 90
degrees, a phase of the local oscillator signal generated by a
local oscillator 117. Here, the approximately 90 degrees
ranges from 85 to 95 degrees.

Furthermore, frequencies of the local oscillator signal gen-
erated by the local oscillator 117 range from 20 to 30 GHz (for
example, 26 GHz band) or from 30 to 100 GHz (for example,
60 GHz band or 76 GHz band).

The quadrature demodulating unit 116 includes balanced
modulators 116a and 1165. The quadrature demodulating
unit 116 converts, using a local oscillator signal, a demodu-
lation signal provided from the despreading unit 114 into an
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in-phase signal and a quadrature signal each having an inter-
mediate frequency. Here, the demodulation signal is a signal
that has been despread.

The capacitors 118a and 1185 are coupled in parallel with
respective balanced lines between the balanced modulator
116a and the buffer amplifier 1194 and between the balanced
modulator 1165 and the bufter amplifier 1195. The capacitors
118a and 1185 can remove a high frequency component of a
spread signal that has passed through the receiving device
without being despread by the despreading unit 114. The
spread signal including many frequency components is a
signal having large amplitude with respect to temporal-spec-
trum axes. In particular, the stronger a signal from a reflector
is, the larger amplitude of this spread signal becomes. Dis-
tortion occurs when this amplitude becomes larger than a 1
dB gain compression point in a circuit of the receiving device
100. When distortion occurs, the spread signal may be
demodulated, and the demodulated signal may peak in a
spectrum for detecting a distance to an object, at a distance
where no object is actually present.

The buffer amplifiers 119a and 1195 amplify signal inten-
sity of the in-phase signal and the quadrature signal each
having the intermediate frequency and each provided from
the quadrature demodulating unit 116. Here, the amplified
signals are provided to the signal processing unit 130, and the
intensity of the signals is reflected to a radar spectrum.

FIG. 7 illustrates a circuit configuration of the despreading
unit 114 and the quadrature demodulating unit 116 including
the balanced modulators 116a and 1164 that are illustrated in
FIG. 5. The despreading unit 114 and the balanced modula-
tors 116a and 1165 are double balanced I/O switching cir-
cuits, and transistors included in amplifiers of Gilbert cell
mixer circuits are omitted in FIG. 7.

The circuit in FIG. 7 includes 16 transistors Q1 to Q16, 4
resistors R1 to R4, and a direct current power source Vc. The
despreading unit 114 includes, out of the 16 transistors Q1 to
Q16, the 8 transistors including a transistor pair of the tran-
sistors Q1 and Q2, a transistor pair of the transistors Q3 and
Q4, a transistor pair of the transistors Q5 and Q6, and a
transistor pair of the transistors Q7 and Q8. The balanced
modulator 116« includes the 4 transistors Q9 to Q12. The
balanced modulator 1165 includes the 4 transistors Q13 to
Q16.

The transistors Q1 to Q4 have respective emitter terminals
connected to one end of a balanced output transmission line of
the balun 113. The transistors Q5 to Q8 have respective emit-
ter terminals connected to the other end of the balanced output
transmission line of the balun 113. The transistors Q1, Q2,
Q7, and Q8 have respective base terminals connected to a
terminal PN1. The transistors Q3 to Q6 have respective base
terminals connected to a terminal PN2. The transistors Q1
and Q5 have respective collector terminals connected to emit-
ter terminals of the transistors Q13 and Q14. The transistors
Q2 and Q6 have respective collector terminals connected to
emitter terminals of the transistors Q9 and Q10. The transis-
tors Q3 and Q7 have respective collector terminals connected
to emitter terminals of the transistors Q15 and Q16. The
transistors Q4 and Q8 have respective collector terminals
connected to emitter terminals of the transistors Q11 and
Q12.

The transistors Q9 and Q12 have respective base terminals
connected to a terminal LO1. The transistors Q10 and Q11
have respective base terminals connected to a terminal LO2.
The transistors Q13 and Q16 have respective base terminals
connected to a terminal LO3. The transistors Q14 and Q15
have respective base terminals connected to a terminal [L.O4.
The transistors Q9 and Q11 have respective collector termi-
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nals connected to an end of the resistors R1 and a terminal
OUT1. The transistors Q10 and Q12 have respective collector
terminals connected to an end of the resistors R2 and a ter-
minal OUT2. The transistors Q13 and Q15 have respective
collector terminals connected to an end of the resistors R3and
a terminal OUT3. The transistors Q14 and Q16 have respec-
tive collector terminals connected to an end of the resistors R4
and a terminal OUT4.

The other ends of the resistors R1 to R4 are connected to
the direct current power source Vc. Furthermore, a single
input line of the balun 113 is connected to aterminal RF. Here,
the resistors R1 to R4 have the same resistance value.

Each of the terminals PN1 and PN2 receives a PN code
generated by the reception PN code generating unit 120 as a
balanced signal. Thus, PN1 and PN2 normally receive respec-
tive signals having a phase difference by 180 degrees.
Thereby, hardly the transistor pair of the transistors Q1 and
Q2 and the transistor pair of the transistors Q3 and Q4 are
simultaneously turned on.

The terminals LO1 and LO2 receive, as a balanced signal,
a local oscillator signal LO_I provided from the local oscil-
lator 117 and having the same phase as that of the reception
signal. The terminals LO3 and LO4 receive, as a balanced
signal, a local oscillator signal LO_Q that is provided from
the phase shifter 115, has a phase difference by approxi-
mately 90 degrees, and is orthogonal to the reception signal.

The terminals OUT1 and OUT?2 output an in-phase signal
1. The terminals OUT3 and OUT4 output a quadrature signal

The terminal RF receives a reception signal received by the

reception antenna 111 and amplified by the low noise ampli-
fier 112.

The balun 113 is connected to a current source circuit 201.
As described above, since the despreading unit 114 and the
quadrature demodulating unit 116 are integrated into a cir-
cuit, the current source circuit 201 can supply a current to the
balun 113, the despreading unit 114, and the quadrature
demodulating unit 116. Thereby, a current to be consumed
may be largely reduced, and a size of a chip may be reduced.
Furthermore, since a reception signal (or a signal including a
demodulated reception signal) is not received by any base
terminal of a transistor in the circuit configuration, the distor-
tion of the reception signal can be suppressed.

FIG. 8 simply illustrates operations of the despreading unit
114 and the quadrature demodulating unit 116 that are illus-
trated in FIG. 7.

In the same manner as a conventional receiving device for
a spread spectrum radar apparatus, the balun 113 converts a
reception signal from an unbalanced signal into a balanced
signal. Asillustrated in FIG. 8, currents A and B are carried by
balanced output transmission lines of the balun 113. Further-
more, transistors Q1, Q2, Q7,Q8,Q9,Q12, Q13,and Q16 are
turned on, and other transistors are turned off.

Emitters of the transistors Q1 and Q2 are connected to each
other, and bases of the transistors Q1 and Q2 are connected to
each other. In other words, a voltage between the base and
emitter of the transistor Q1 is equal to a voltage between the
base and emitter of the transistor Q2. Since a value of a
collector current that flows through a transistor is determined
by a voltage between an emitter and a base of the transistor,
values of collector currents that respectively flow through the
transistors Q1 and Q2 become equal. Thereby, half of the
current A (hereinafter referred to as A/2) flows through the
transistors Q1 and Q2, respectively. Emitters of the transistors
Q7 and Q8 are connected to each other, and bases of the
transistors Q7 and Q8 are connected to each other. Thus, half
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of'the current B (hereinafter referred to as B/2) flows through
the transistors Q7 and Q8, respectively.

In the quadrature demodulating unit 116, since the transis-
tor Q9 is turned on and has the emitter terminal connected to
the collector terminal of the transistor Q2, the current A/2
flows through the transistor Q9. Similarly, the current B/2
flows through the transistors Q12, the current A/2 flows
through the transistor Q13, and the current B/2 flows through
the transistors Q16.

As described above, a current that flows through the termi-
nal OUT1 can be equal to a current through OUT3, and a
current that flows through the terminal OUT2 can be equal to
acurrent through OUT4, by employing a circuit configuration
in which 2 transistors included in a transistor pair are con-
nected to each other through the respective bases and emit-
ters, regardless of variations in a DC voltage level of a local
oscillator signal of the quadrature demodulating unit 116.
Thereby, intensity of an in-phase balanced signal transmitted
from the terminals OUT1 and OUT2 can be equal to intensity
of a quadrature balanced signal transmitted from the termi-
nals OUT3 and OUT4. In other words, according to Equation
4, the intensity P, is equal to that of P,, and a sum of squares
of the in-phase balanced signal and the quadrature balanced
signal is kept constant, regardless of a phase ¢ of a reception
signal. Thus, the intensity of the reception signal becomes
stable and a precise radar spectrum can be obtained.

As described above, the receiving device for the spread
spectrum radar apparatus according to the first embodiment
includes the despreading unit 114 configured by adding, to
the 4 transistors included in the conventional despreading unit
303, another 4 transistors. The 4 conventional transistors are
respectively paired with the 4 additional transistors to arrange
4 transistor pairs, and the paired 2 transistors that compose
one of the 4 transistor pairs are connected to each other
through the respective bases and emitters so as to matcha sum
of currents that flow through the balanced modulator 116«
that generates an in-phase signal and a sum of currents that
flow through the balanced modulator 1165 that generates a
quadrature signal. In other words, the despreading unit 114
includes the 4 transistor pairs each of which includes the 2
transistors that are connected to each other through the
respective bases and emitters. Thus, intensity of a reception
signal becomes stable, and a precise radar spectrum can be
obtained. Furthermore, similarly as the conventional receiv-
ing devices, according to the first embodiment, each of a
despreading unit and a quadrature demodulating unit is con-
figured of a switching circuit that functions as a double bal-
anced /O switching circuit, and a current source circuit is
shared between the despreading unit and the quadrature
demodulating unit. Thus, electric power to be consumed and
a size of a chip can be reduced.

Second Embodiment

Areceiving device for a spread spectrum radar apparatus of
a second embodiment amplifies intensity of a signal of a PN
code received by a despreading unit, by inserting a differen-
tial amplifier between a reception PN code generating unit
and the despreading unit.

FIG. 9 illustrates a configuration of a receiving device 110a
of the second embodiment. The receiving device 110a here
differs from the receiving device 110 in FIG. 5 in adding a
differential amplifier 210. The following mainly describes the
difference by omitting the description of the same character-
istics and functions as those of the receiving device 110 in
FIG. 5. Here, constituent elements in FIG. 9 identical to those
of FIG. 5 are numbered in the same manner as in FIG. 5.
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The receiving unit 110q in FIG. 9 adds, to the constituent
elements in FIG. 5, the differential amplifier 210 between the
reception PN code generating unit 120 and the despreading
unit 114.

FIG. 10 illustrates a circuit configuration of the differential
amplifier 210. The differential amplifier 210 includes transis-
tors Q21 to Q24, resistors R5 and R6, a direct current power
source V¢, and a current source circuit 211.

The transistor Q21 has a base terminal connected to a
terminal PNinl. The transistor Q21 has a collector terminal
connected to a base terminal of the transistor Q23 and to an
end of the resistor RS. The transistor Q21 has an emitter
terminal connected to an emitter terminal of the transistor
Q22 and to the current source circuit 211. The transistor Q22
has a base terminal connected to a terminal PNin2. The tran-
sistor Q22 has a collector terminal connected to a base termi-
nal of the transistor 24, and to an end of the resistor R6. The
transistor Q23 has a collector terminal connected to a collec-
tor terminal of the transistor Q24, to the other ends of the
resistors RS and R6, and to the direct current power source
Ve. The transistors Q23 has an emitter terminal connected to
a terminal PNoutl and to the current source circuit 211. The
transistors Q24 has an emitter terminal connected to a termi-
nal PNout2 and to the current source circuit 211. The other
end of the direct current power source Vc is grounded.

Thereby, a balanced signal of a PN code provided from the
terminals PNoutl and PNout2 is amplified by the circuit
illustrated in FIG. 10 so that the terminals PNoutl and
PNout2 supply the amplified signal. The despreading unit 114
is a non-linear circuit. When intensity of a local signal (here,
PN code) is smaller, a gain of the non-linear circuit increases
in proportion to the intensity of the local signal. In contrast,
when intensity of a local signal exceeds a certain threshold,
the non-linear circuit has a saturation property that a gain of
the non-linear circuit is saturated and becomes constant. Even
when intensity of local signals has some variations, a gain
needs to be kept constant during operations of the spread
spectrum radar apparatus. Thus, the intensity of local signals
in the non-linear circuit needs to be set to intensity for oper-
ating the non-linear circuit in a saturation region. Insertion of
the differential amplifier 210 between the reception PN code
generating unit 120 and an input terminal PN that is included
in the despreading unit 114 allows the intensity of local sig-
nals to be set so that the despreading unit 114 can operable in
a saturation region.

Furthermore, when an output DC voltage level of the
reception PN code generating unit 120 in the receiving device
in FIG. 5 does not match an input DC voltage level of the
terminals PN1 and PN2 in FIG. 7, a large capacitor for remov-
ing a DC voltage component needs to be connected between
the reception PN code generating unit 120 and the despread-
ing unit 114 and outside thereof. Here, the output DC voltage
level of the reception PN code generating unit 120 does not
influence the input DC voltage level of the terminals PN1 and
PN2 in FIG. 7 by inserting the differential amplifier 210. The
input DC voltage level of the terminals PN1 and PN2 in FIG.
7 corresponds to the output DC voltage level of the terminals
PNout1 and PNout2 in FIG. 10. The input DC voltage level of
the terminals PNoutl and PNout2 depends on parameters,
such as: a voltage drop in the direct current power source Vc
and in the resistors RS and R6; and a voltage between an
emitter and a base of the transistor Q23 and a voltage between
an emitter and a base of the transistor Q24. Thereby, a difter-
ential amplifier in a circuit of a chip can set a DC voltage level
of a local signal input unit included in a despreading unit,
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regardless of an output DC voltage level of a reception PN
code generating unit, without a large capacitor for removing
a DC voltage component.

As described above, the receiving device 110a for the
spread spectrum radar apparatus of the second embodiment
can amplify intensity of local signals by inserting the difter-
ential amplifier 210 between the reception PN code generat-
ing unit 120 and a local signal input unit of the despreading
unit 114. Thereby, the despreading unit configured as a non-
linear circuit can operate in a saturation region. Furthermore,
such a circuit does not have to use a large capacitor that
removes a DC voltage component and that is connected out-
side.

Although the receiving device for the spread spectrum
radar apparatus according to the first and second embodi-
ments of the present invention is described, the present inven-
tion is not limited to these embodiments.

For example, although the transistors are bipolar transis-
tors in the embodiments, but may be hetero bipolar transis-
tors. Furthermore, field effect transistors may be used. In this
case, the base in the embodiments is defined to be a gate, the
emitter as a source, and the collector as a drain.

Furthermore, in the embodiments, the balun 113, the
despreading unit 114, and the quadrature demodulating unit
116 are integrated into a circuit and are formed on a semicon-
ductor substrate as a set. In contrast, the capacitors 118a and
1185, the buffer amplifiers 1194 and 11954, and the differen-
tial amplifier 210 may additionally be formed on the semi-
conductor substrate.

Although the reception signal is converted into the bal-
anced signal in the embodiments, the reception signal may be
used as an unbalanced signal without performing any pro-
cessing thereon. In this case, the number of transistors to be
used may be reduced.

Although only some exemplary embodiments of this
invention have been described in detail above, those skilled in
the art will readily appreciate that many modifications are
possible in the exemplary embodiments without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of this
invention. Accordingly, all such modifications are intended to
be included within the scope of this invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention may be used as a receiving device for
a spread spectrum radar apparatus, for example, for a radar
apparatus to be installed in a vehicle. The receiving device can
reduce electric power to be consumed and a size of a chip, and
can obtain a precise radar spectrum having a stable intensity
of a reception signal at its peak.

What is claimed is:

1. A receiving device that is used for a spread spectrum
radar apparatus and receives a spectrum-spread signal, said
receiving device comprising:

a signal receiving unit configured to receive the spectrum-

spread signal as a reception signal;

a despreading unit configured to generate a first despread
signal and a second despread signal that are generated by
despreading, using a pseudo-noise code, the reception
signal received by said signal receiving unit, the second
despread signal passing through a transmission line car-
rying a current having a current value identical to a
current value of a current carried by a transmission line
through which the first despread signal passes; and

a quadrature demodulating unit configured to generate an
in-phase signal by quadrature-demodulating the first
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despread signal, and a quadrature signal by quadrature-
demodulating the second despread signal,

wherein said despreading unit includes a first transistor
pair including a first transistor and a second transistor,
said first and second transistors having an identical char-
acteristic,

said first and second transistors receive the reception sig-
nal, and despread the received reception signal by being
turned on and off according to the pseudo-noise code,
subsequently said first transistor outputs the first
despread signal, and said second transistor outputs the
second despread signal, and

said quadrature demodulating unit includes:

a first demodulator that demodulates the first despread
signal using a first local oscillator signal, and generates
the in-phase signal; and

a second demodulator that demodulates the second
despread signal using a second local oscillator signal
having a phase obtained by shifting a phase of the first
local oscillator signal by 90 degrees, and generates the
quadrature signal.

2. The receiving device according to claim 1,

wherein either (i) a base of said first transistor is connected
to a base of said second transistor, and an emitter of said
first transistor is connected to an emitter of said second
transistor, or (ii) a gate of said first transistor is con-
nected to a gate of said second transistor, and a source of
said first transistor is connected to a source of said sec-
ond transistor.

3. The receiving device according to claim 1,

wherein said signal receiving unit is configured to convert
the received spectrum-spread signal into a balanced
reception signal including a positive reception signal
and a negative reception signal,

the first despread signal is a balanced signal including a
first positive despread signal and a first negative
despread signal,

the second despread signal is a balanced signal including a
second positive despread signal and a second negative
despread signal,

said despreading unit further includes a second transistor
pair having a structure identical to a structure of said first
transistor pair,

said first transistor pair receives the positive reception sig-
nal, despreads the received positive reception signal by
being turned on and off according to the pseudo-noise
code, and outputs the first positive despread signal and
the second positive despread signal, and

said second transistor pair receives the negative reception
signal, despreads the received negative reception signal
by being turned on and off according to the pseudo-noise
code, and outputs the first negative despread signal and
the second negative despread signal.

4. The receiving device according to claim 3,

wherein the pseudo-noise code is a balanced pseudo-noise
code including a positive pseudo-noise code and a nega-
tive pseudo-noise code,

said despreading unit further includes a third transistor pair
and a fourth transistor pair each having a structure iden-
tical to the structure of said first transistor pair,

said first transistor pair despreads the positive reception
signal by being turned on and off according to the posi-
tive pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first positive
despread signal and the second positive despread signal,
and

said second transistor pair despreads the negative reception
signal by being turned on and off according to the posi-
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tive pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first negative
despread signal and the second negative despread signal,
and

said third transistor pair receives the positive reception
signal, despreads the received positive reception signal
by being turned on and off according to the negative
pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first negative
despread signal and the second negative despread signal,
and

said fourth transistor pair receives the negative reception
signal, despreads the received negative reception signal
by being turned on and off according to the negative
pseudo-noise code, and outputs the first positive
despread signal and the second positive despread signal.

5. The receiving device according to claim 3, further com-

prising:

a code generating unit configured to generate the pseudo-
noise code; and

an amplifier circuit that amplifies the pseudo-noise code
and provides the amplified pseudo-noise code to said
despreading unit.

6. The receiving device according to claim 3,

wherein said signal receiving unit includes

a balun that converts the received spectrum-spread signal
into the balanced reception signal, and provides the con-
verted reception signal to said despreading unit, and

said balun includes passive elements.

7. The receiving device according to claim 6,

wherein said balun includes:

a first transmission line having an end that receives the
spectrum-spread signal that is an unbalanced signal, and
having an other end that is grounded; and

asecond transmission line and a third transmission line that
are electromagnetically coupled to the first transmission
line,

wherein an end of said second transmission line and an end
of'said third transmission line are grounded, the positive
reception signal is outputted from an other end of said
second transmission line, and the negative reception sig-
nal is outputted from an other end of said third transmis-
sion line, the other end of said second transmission line
facing the other end of said third transmission line.

8. The receiving device according to claim 1, further com-

prising:

a first capacitor coupled in parallel with an output trans-
mission line of said first demodulator, said first capacitor
removing a high frequency component from the
in-phase signal; and
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a second capacitor coupled in parallel with an output trans-
mission line of said second demodulator, said second
capacitor removing a high frequency component from
the quadrature signal.

9. The receiving device according to claim 1,

wherein said despreading unit and said quadrature
demodulating unit are integrated in a circuit that
includes a current source to be shared between said
despreading unit and said quadrature demodulating unit,
and are formed on an identical semiconductor substrate.

10. The receiving device according to claim 1,

wherein said first and second transistors are hetero bipolar
transistors.

11. A semiconductor device that is used for a receiving
device included in a spread spectrum radar apparatus and
receives a spectrum-spread signal, said semiconductor device
comprising:

a signal receiving unit configured to receive the spectrum-

spread signal as a reception signal;

a despreading unit configured to generate a first despread
signal and a second despread signal that are generated by
despreading, using a pseudo-noise code, the reception
signal received by said signal receiving unit, the second
despread signal passing through a transmission line car-
rying a current having a current value identical to a
current value of a current carried by a transmission line
through which the first despread signal passes; and

a quadrature demodulating unit configured to generate an
in-phase signal by quadrature-demodulating the first
despread signal, and a quadrature signal by quadrature-
demodulating the second despread signal,

wherein said despreading unit includes a first transistor
pair including a first transistor and a second transistor,
said first and second transistors having an identical char-
acteristic,

said first and second transistors receive the reception sig-
nal, and despread the received reception signal by being
turned on and off according to the pseudo-noise code,
subsequently said first transistor outputs the first
despread signal, and said second transistor outputs the
second despread signal,

said quadrature demodulating unit includes:

a first demodulator that demodulates the first despread
signal using a first local oscillator signal, and generates
the in-phase signal; and

a second demodulator that demodulates the second
despread signal using a second local oscillator signal
having a phase obtained by shifting a phase of the first
local oscillator signal by 90 degrees, and generates the
quadrature signal.
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