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(57) ABSTRACT
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beat signal that represents a received condition of the radar
device every modulation period. Auto-correlation matrices
generated by the snapshot data every modulation period are
averaged every set of plural periods. The radar device calcu-
lates the target azimuth of a target object such as a preceding
vehicle based on the averaged auto-correlation matrix based
on MUSIC (MUTltiple Slgnal Classification) method. This
averaging is performed by weighting average based on an
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coefficient to be applied to the auto-correlation matrix in each
modulation period is set to a value corresponding to the
amount of mixed noise, namely, the interference amount of
this modulation period. The weighting coefficient becomes
large when the interference amount is small, and on the other
hand, becomes small when it is large.
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1
RADAR DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is related to and claims priority from Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2008-243145 filed on Sep. 22,
2008, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a radar device capable of
transmitting a radar wave and receiving a reflected radar wave
(as an arrival wave), and obtaining target information regard-
ing a target position, a traveling (moving) speed, and a target
azimuth (or the direction) of the target object based on
received signals, corresponding to the reflected radar wave,
obtained through an array antenna.

2. Description of the Related Art

There are various types of known conventional radar
devices, for example, one of which is mounted to one’s own
vehicle (hereinafter, referred to as the “driver’s vehicle”), and
generates and transmits a transmission radar wave as an
observation signal toward the forward direction of the driv-
er’s vehicle. The on-vehicle radar device receives a reflected
radar wave (or an arrival wave) reflected by a target object
such as a preceding vehicle. This preceding vehicle is present
or traveling in front of the driver’s vehicle. The on-vehicle
radar device calculates a target distance, a target azimuth (or
a target angle), and a relative traveling speed of the target
object based on the reflected radar wave. That is, the target
distance of the target object as a preceding vehicle is a dis-
tance between the driver’s vehicle and the target object which
is present in front of the driver’s vehicle. The target azimuth
is an azimuth of the target object observed from the position
of'the driver’s vehicle. The relative speed is a traveling speed
of the target object in consideration with the traveling speed
of the driver’s vehicle.

There is a FMCW (Frequency Modulated Continuous
Wave) radar device as an on-vehicle radar device. For
example, there are related-art documents showing such a
FMCW radar device, for example, Japanese patent laid open
publication No. JP 2006-284182 and No. JP 2006-300720
have disclosed such a FMCW radar device.

As shown by the solid line at the upper part in FIG. 10, the
FMCW radar device transmits a radar wave as a transmission
signal (or a sending signal) Ss, and then receives a reflected
radar wave (or an arrival wave) reflected by the target object
such as a preceding vehicle, as shown in FIG. 11A. The
transmission signal Ss is obtained by frequency-modulation
using an modulation signal on a triangle wave so that the
frequency of the transmission signal Ss is linearly and gradu-
ally increased, and decreased in the course of time (see the
upper side in FIG. 10).

At this time, as designated by the dotted line at the upper
side of FIG. 10, the received signal Sr corresponding to the
reflected radar wave and received through the array antenna is
delayed in time from the transmission signal Ss by the time tr.
This time tr corresponds to the time required for the radar
wave to travel between the target object and the driver’s
vehicle, namely, corresponds to the distance between the
target object and the driver’s vehicle. The received signal Sris
doppler-shifted by the frequency fd toward the frequency-
down direction corresponding to the relative speed between
the target object and the driver’s vehicle.
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The FMCW radar device mixes the received signal Sr with
the transmission signal Ss to produce a beat signal BT (see the
bottom side in FIG. 10). The FMCW radar device calculates
atarget distance D and a relative speed V between the driver’s
vehicle and the target object based on a frequency fbl and a
frequency fb2 of the beat signal BT according to the follow-
ing equations (1) to (4). The frequency fb1 of the beat signal
BT is a frequency during a upward section (or a rising section)
in which the frequency of the transmission signal Ss is
increased, and the frequency b2 of the beat signal BT is a
frequency during a downward section (or a falling section) in
which the frequency of the transmission signal Ss is
decreased.

c- fr €8]

D= Ay

e fd 2)

T 270

_fbl—sz 3)
fd= 7
and
P _ oL+ o2 (C)]
r = 2 N

where “c” designates a propagation speed of a transmission
signal Ss such as a radar (or radio) wave, “fm” denotes a
modulated frequency of the transmission signal Ss, “Af”
denotes a width in fluctuation of the transmission signal Ss,
and “10” designates a central frequency of the transmission
signal Ss.

That is, the FMCW radar device performs Fourier trans-
formation of the beat signal BT, and then performs Frequency
analysis in order to specify the frequency b1 of the reflected
wave component of the beat signal BT in the upward section,
and the frequency tb2 ofthe reflected wave component of the
beat signal BT in the downward section.

The FMCW radar device then obtains the target distance D
to the target object which is present or traveling in the front
area of the driver’s vehicle, and the relative speed V between
the target object and the driver’s vehicle based on the calcu-
lated frequencies tb1 and fh2.

The FMCW radar device calculates the azimuth of the
target object observed from the driver’s vehicle based on the
reflected radar wave received by each of antenna elements in
the array antenna as a receiving antenna, where the reflected
wave has a phase difference corresponding to its arrival direc-
tion or coming direction. There has been known a method of
obtaining the direction of the target using the array antenna
composed of a plurality of antenna elements. In the method,
an auto-correlation matrix of the received signal obtained
through each of the antenna elements is firstly generated, an
angle spectrum is generated based on the auto-correlation
matrix, and the angle spectrum is analyzed in order to obtain
the azimuth of the target. For example, there have been known
MUSIC (MUTItiple Slgnal Classification) method, DBF
(Digital Beam Forming) method, and CAPON method as the
direction calculation method to calculate the azimuth of the
target.

A description will now be given of the explanation of the
MUSIC method which is one of well-known methods to
calculate the arrival direction (or coming direction) of a
reflected wave. In the following explanation, the array
antenna is a linear antenna composed of “k” antenna elements
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which is arranged in line at constant interval, where “k” is an
integer. This type ofthe array antenna will be referred to as the
“linear array antenna”.

At first, Fourier transformation is performed for a beat
signal BT, which corresponds to each of the antenna elements
that forms the array antenna. A received vector X expressed
by the following equation (5) is obtained by arranging Fourier
transformed values at the peak frequency of each of the beat
signals BT corresponding to the antenna elements of the array
antenna. Next, an auto-correlation matrix Rxx with k rows
and k columns expressed by the following equation (6) is
obtained using the received vector X.

X=[Xp, %25 -+ -5 XK]T (5), and
Rxx=XX" (6)
where, an element x, (k=1, . . ., and K) of the received vector

X corresponds to the Fourier transformed value (as complex
numbers) of k-th antenna element at the peak frequency
which is commonly appeared in each of the K antenna ele-
ments. The value T in the above equation (5) designates a
vector transpose, and the value H designates a complex con-
jugate transpose.

Because the peak frequency indicates the frequency of the
reflected radar wave in the ideal condition where the receive
signal received by each of the antenna elements does not
contain any noise, the peak frequency is one of the above
frequencies tb1 and fb2.

In general, the received vector X expressed by the equation
(5) is obtained by performing Fourier transformation of the
best signals BT in each of an upward section and a downward
section, obtaining the peak frequency every the upward sec-
tion and the downward section, and then arranging the Fourier
transformed value of each of the antenna elements at the pear
frequency.

Next, the azimuth of the target object, at which the trans-
mission wave as the radar wave is reflected, is calculated by
the following procedure using the auto-correlation matrix of
the received vector X which is generated every the upward
section and the downward section.

Specifically, eigenvalues A, ., and A (where,
A, Zh,, Z ... Ag) of the auto-correlation matrix Rxx are
obtained. The number M of arrival waves is estimated based
on the number of the eigenvalues A, which are greater than a
threshold value %, corresponding to a thermal noise
(Johnson-Nyquist noise) power. Further, the eigenvalue vec-
tors €,,,4, - - - , and e, corresponding to (K-M) eigenvalues
Magets - - - » A Which are not more than the thermal noise power
are calculated.

The MUSIC spectrum expressed by the following evalua-
tion function P, ;. (0) expressed by the following equation (8)
as the angle spectrum is then obtained from a noise eigenvalue
vector E,; expressed by the following equation (7), and a
complex response to a target azimuth 0, namely, a steering
vector a(f), where the noise eigenvalue vector E,; is com-
posed of the eigenvalue vectors e,,, ,, . . . , and e, corresponds
to (K-M) eigenvalues A, |, . . . , and A, is not more than the
thermal noise power.

En = (em+1, em+2, - 5 €k), M
and

H 8
Pu(® = a® (@)a®) (8)
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As shown in FIG. 11B, because the MUSIC spectrum
expressed by the evaluation function P, . (0) expressed by the
equation (8) has a sharp spectrum when the azimuth 0 is
coincided with the arrival direction of the arrival wave, the
azimuth 0, . . ., 0,,0f the arrival wave, namely the azimuth
of'the target, by which the transmission wave is reflected, can
be obtained by extracting the peak (null point) of the MUSIC
spectrum.

That is, the conventional radar device obtains the peak
frequency based on the power spectrum of the beat signal BT
every section such as the upward section and the downward
section, and the azimuth 0,, . . ., 0, ,of the arrival wave (as the
reflected radar wave) of the peak frequency is obtained from
the peak of the MUSIC spectrum in order to obtain the azi-
muth 6 of the arrival wave from the target object (or the
reflected wave reflected by the target).

It is necessary to obtain the azimuth of the target object
every section such as the upward section and the downward
section because a plurality of perk frequencies are detected in
the power spectrum of the beat signal BT in each of the
upward section and the downward section when a plurality of
preceding vehicles are present or traveling in front of the
driver’s vehicle, and the array antennal mounted onto the
driver’s vehicle receives a plurality of the reflected radar
waves as arrival waves reflected by those preceding vehicles.

Presence of a plurality of peak frequencies in each section
makes it difficult to accurately determine which combination
of'peak frequencies indicates the combination of the frequen-
cies b1 and fb2. In order to solve this difficulty, the conven-
tional radar device obtains the azimuth 6 of each of the peak
frequencies in each section such as the upward section and the
downward section, and then specifies the peak frequency in
the upward section and the peak frequency in the downward
section having the same azimuth 6 thereof as the combination
of'the frequencies fb1 and fb2. The conventional radar device
obtains the target distance D of the target object, the relative
speed between the target object and the driver’s vehicle, and
the target azimuth 0 of the target object based on the combi-
nation of the specified peak frequencies.

By the way, as shown in FIG. 12A, the beat signal BT also
contains, in addition to the reflected radar wave reflected by
the target vehicle, for example, transmitted radar waves from
a radar device mounted on the front of a vehicle which is
traveling on an opposite lane of the road, and/or transmitted
radar waves from a radar device mounted on the back of a
vehicle that is traveling on the same lane of the road in front
of the driver’s vehicle, as well as noise from various sources.

The conventional radar device calculates the auto-correla-
tion matrix Rxx based on the beat signal BT obtained every
each cycle, (each cycle has a modulation period (1/fm) of the
transmission signal) by the above method, and calculates an
equivalent average of the auto-correlation matrices Rxx in a
plurality of continuous cycles in time in order to obtain the
section average correlation matrix R0. The conventional
radar device then performs the above method to obtain the
MUSIC spectrum based on the section average correlation
matrix RO expressed by the following equation (9), and then
calculates the azimuth of the target object based on the
MUSIC spectrum. This procedure can calculate the target
azimuth 0 with less influence of noise.

SNN

_ ©
RO = M; Rxx(i).

The section average correlation matrix R0 is calculated by
the equation (9) using the equivalent average of the auto-
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correlation matrices Rxx for SNN cycles. In the equation (9),
Rxx(1) designates the auto-correlation matrix Rxx of the i-th
cycle in the auto-correlation matrices Rxx to be used for the
equivalent average.

As described above, obtaining the section average correla-
tion matrix RO can suppress the influence of noise, and it is
thereby possible to certainly obtain the target azimuth 6 of the
target object with higher accuracy when compared with the
case of obtaining the target azimuth 6 of the target object
based on the auto-correlation matrix Rxx every cycle.

When the target position and traveling speed of the target
vehicle are calculated based on the power spectrum in each
cycle, calculating them using the peak frequencies obtained
from the power spectrum of the beat signals BT can be easily
affected by noise.

In order to eliminate the influence from noise, the conven-
tional radar device performs the equivalent average of the
power spectrum of the beat signal BT in a plurality of con-
tinuous cycles in time, and obtain the peak frequency from the
averaged power spectrum, and then obtains the target position
and traveling speed of the target object based on the peak
frequencies in order to suppress the influence of noise.

However, the conventional radar device having the above
structure makes it difficult to obtain the current position,
traveling speed (or a target speed), and azimuth of a target
object with high accuracy because of performing the equiva-
lent average of the auto-correlation matrix and the power
spectrums in a plurality of cycles. In other words, the con-
ventional radar device has a limitation to obtain the target
current position, the target traveling speed, and the target
azimuth with high accuracy.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a radar
device capable of calculating the target information of a target
object such as the target position, the target traveling speed,
and the target azimuth of the target object such as a preceding
vehicle with high accuracy.

First of all, a description will be given of a mechanism of
generating noise in an arrival wave which is transmitted by
one’s own vehicle (or a driver’s vehicle) equipped with a
radar device and then reflected by a target object such as a
preceding vehicle. The noise is generated in and coming from
other radar devices mounted on vehicles such as a preceding
vehicle and a coming vehicle to the radar device mounted on
the driver’s vehicle, and added onto the arrival wave (or the
reflected radar wave) transmitted from the target vehicle. The
presence of those noise from other vehicles on the reflected
radar wave decreases the accuracy of detecting target infor-
mation such as the current position, the current traveling
speed, and the azimuth of the target object.

The following explanation will consider that a radar wave
component transmitted from other vehicles such as a coming
vehicle and a preceding vehicle is added onto a received radar
wave (or a reflected radar wave reflected by a target object),
where the coming vehicle is a vehicle that is traveling on the
opposite lane of the road, and the preceding vehicle is a
vehicle that is traveling on the same lane of the road in front
of the driver’s vehicle, and a reflected radar wave is reflected
by a target object such as a preceding vehicle.

In general, because radar devices produced by different
manufactures have different characteristics such as a modu-
lation period and a modulation gradient to a time axis, respec-
tively, adding radar wave components transmitted from a
coming vehicle as another vehicle (see FIG. 12B) onto a
received signal Sr received by the driver’s vehicle expands a
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frequency band of a beat signal BT which is a difference
signal in frequency between a transmission signal Ss (or a
sending signal) and a received signal Sr when the received
signal Sr is mixed with the transmission signal Ss to produce
the beat signal BT, where the radar wave components trans-
mitted from another vehicle has different modulation period
and gradient when compared with those of the radar wave
components of the driver’s vehicle.

Although a conventional radar device is equipped with a
low pass filter to eliminate a high frequency range component
of a beat signal containing noise, it is difficult to completely
eliminate the noise components from the beat signal BT
because the low frequency component also contains the noise
components.

On the other hand, the beat signal BT passed through the
low pass filter is converted from an analogue form into a
digital form in order to be subjected to signal processing.
When the beat signal BT containing noise components which
cannot be eliminated by the low pass filter, a signal compo-
nent of a high frequency range of more than a half of the
sampling frequency used during the analogue to digital con-
version appear on the digital signal as folding noise (spatial
aliasing) which is not presence in the original signal.

Such noise components generate wrong peaks in a power
spectrum during a frequency analysis, and will causes errors
to calculate the current position, the traveling speed, and the
azimuth of the target object. In the conventional radar
devices, the above drawbacks prevent the accuracy of obtain-
ing the target information from being improved and
increased.

The above noise components locally appear, namely,
appear in local parts on the time domain (or the time period)
as shown in FIG. 12B.

Accordingly, although the presence of such noise compo-
nents greatly affects the accuracy on calculating the target
information when a radar device executes the equivalent aver-
age of auto-correlation matrices and power spectrum of a
plurality of cycles, it is possible to improve and increase the
accuracy on calculating the target information such as the
target position, the target traveling speed, and the target azi-
muth of the target object by performing the equivalent aver-
age of the auto-correlation matrices and power spectrum in a
plurality of cycles while suppressing the influence of locally-
appearing noise components. The inventors according to the
present invention have invented the radar device considering
from such a viewpoint.

The concept of the radar device according to the present
invention is not limited by a FMCW radar device disclosed in
several embodiments, and can be applied to all types of radar
devices capable of processing signals in which noise is locally
present.

To achieve the above purposes, the present invention pro-
vides aradar device comprised of a transmitting and receiving
means, a data collecting means, an auto-correlation matrix
generating means, a section average correlation matrix gen-
erating means, a section average correlation matrix generat-
ing means, a target azimuth calculating means, a mixed noise
amount estimating means, and a coefficient determining
means.

The radar device according to the present invention is
capable of calculating the azimuth of a target object based on
received signals transmitted from the transmitting and receiv-
ing means corresponding to reflected radar waves received
through a plurality of antenna elements. Those antenna ele-
ments form an array antenna. That is, a transmission wave as
a radar wave transmitted from the transmitting and receiving
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means is reflected by the target object, and the reflected radar
wave is received through the array antenna of the transmitting
and receiving means.

The data collecting means receives the received signals of
the antenna elements transferred from the transmitting and
receiving means, obtains samples corresponding to the
received signals, and generates unit data as a set of the
samples of each of the antenna elements. The data collecting
means repeatedly executes the series of the above processes.

The auto-correlation matrix generating means is config-
ured to generate an auto-correlation matrix based on each unit
data generated by the data collecting means.

The section average correlation matrix generating means is
configured to execute a process of calculating a time average
of a predetermined number of the auto-correlation matrix of
each unit data generated by the auto-correlation matrix gen-
erating means. The section average correlation matrix gener-
ating means then generates an average correlation matrix per
section (hereinafter, referred to as the “section average cor-
relation matrix”) as an auto-correlation matrix after the time
average process.

The target azimuth calculating means is configured to cal-
culate the azimuth of the target object, which reflects the
transmission radar wave, based on the section average corre-
lation matrices generated by the section average correlation
matrix generating means.

The mixed noise amount estimating means is configured to
estimate an amount of noise mixed or entered into each unit
data. That is, the mixed noise amount estimating means esti-
mates the amount of noise mixed or entered in the sample of
each of the antenna elements forming the unit data.

The coefficient determining means is configured to deter-

mine a weighting coefficient to be applied to each of the
predetermined number of the auto-correlation matrices,
which is the target of calculating the average performed by the
section average correlation matrix generating means, based
on the amount of noise mixed in the unit data estimated by the
mixed noise amount estimating means. This unit data is used
on generating the auto-correlation matrix to which the
weighting coefficient is applied.
That is, the section average correlation matrix generating
means applies the weighting coefficients determined by the
coefficient determining means to each of the predetermined
number of the auto-correlation matrices as the targets in cal-
culating the average thereof. The section average correlation
matrix generating means then generates an auto-correlation
matrix by performing the weighting average of the predeter-
mined number of the auto-correlation matrices using the
weighting coefficients obtained by the coefficient determin-
ing means.

The radar device having the above structure can obtain or
calculate the azimuth of the target object such as a preceding
vehicle with high accuracy when compared with the conven-
tional radar devices because the radar device according to the
present invention calculates the section average correlation
matrix using the weighted auto-correlation matrices in con-
sideration with the weighting coefficients which correspond
to the amount of mixed noise, and then calculates the target
azimuth of the target object based on the section average
correlation matrix.

In more detail, because the conventional radar device
executes the equivalent average of a predetermined number of
auto-correlation matrices as the target of calculating the aver-
age, even if noise is locally present in the power spectrum,
those noise greatly affect the calculation to calculate the
section average correlation matrix. Therefore the conven-
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tional radar device makes it difficult to calculate the azimuth
of the target object with high accuracy.

On the other hand, the radar device according to the present
invention can suppress or avoid the influence of locally-gen-
erated noise, which greatly affect the calculation of the sec-
tion average correlation matrix, because a small (or a
decreased) weighting coefficient is applied to the auto-corre-
lation matrix generated when local noise occurs. As a result,
the radar device according to the present invention can cal-
culate the target azimuth of the target object such as a pre-
ceding vehicle with high accuracy.

The concept of the radar device, capable of calculating the
azimuth of the target object by calculating the weighted aver-
age of the frequency range data and estimating the reflected
frequencies, can be applied to another type of a radar device
capable of calculating target information such as a current
position and traveling speed of the target object based on the
power spectrums obtained by the frequency analysis. In other
words, the concept of the radar device having the structure
and functions according to the present invention previously
described can be applied to another type of a radar device, not
capable of calculating the target azimuth of a target object, but
calculating the current position and traveling speed of the
target object based on the power spectrums obtained by fre-
quency analysis using the equations (1) to (4) previously
described.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a radar device capable of obtaining target
information of a target object other than an azimuth of the
target object. The radar device is comprised of a transmitting
and receiving means, a data collecting means, a conversion
means, a mixed noise amount estimating means, an average
means, a target information calculating means, and a coeffi-
cient determining means.

The radar device according to the present invention is
capable of obtaining the target information of the target object
(such as a preceding vehicle) based on received signals trans-
ferred from the transmitting and receiving means. The
received signals correspond to reflected radar waves reflected
by the target object and then received through a plurality of
antenna elements. That is, a transmission wave as the radar
wave transmitted from the transmitting and receiving means
is reflected by the target object, and the reflected radar wave
is then received through an antenna.

The data collecting means is configured to repeatedly
obtain samples of the received signals transferred from the
transmitting and receiving means. The conversion means is
configured to convert the samples in time domain to the
sample in frequency domain (or in frequency period, for
example, by Fourier transformation) in order to generate fre-
quency range data.

The average means is configured to generate section aver-
age frequency range data as the frequency range data after
time-average by performing a time average of the frequency
range data corresponding to the predetermined number of the
samples generated by the conversion means.

The target information calculating means is configured to
obtain the target information based on the section average
frequency range data generated by the average means.

On the other hand, the mixed noise amount estimating
means is configured to estimate an amount of noise mixed or
entered in each of the samples obtained by the data collecting
means. The coefficient determining means is configured to
determine a weighting coefficient, to be applied to each of the
predetermined number of the frequency range data as the
target of calculating the section average frequency data by the
average means, based on the amount of mixed noise, in the
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sample before the conversion to the frequency range data,
estimated by the mixed noise amount estimating means.

That is, the average means is configured to apply the
weighting coefficient determined by the coefficient determin-
ing means to each of the predetermined number of the fre-
quency range data, and generate the frequency range data, as
the weighted average of the predetermined number of the
section frequency range data using the weighting coefficient
determined by the coefficient determining means.

In the radar device having the above structure according to
the present invention, because the weighting coefficient cor-
responding to the amount of mixed noise is applied to the
frequency range data as the target of calculating the average,
and the weighted average of the section average frequency
range data is calculated while considering the amount of
mixed noise in the sample, it is possible to obtain the target
information with high accuracy, when compared with the
conventional radar device which performs the equivalent
average process.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred, non-limiting embodiment of the present
invention will be described by way of example with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of a radar
device according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing a target estimation process
executed by a signal processing unit in the radar device
according to the first embodiment of the present invention
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing the process of calculating a
weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing unit
in the radar device according to the first embodiment of the
present invention shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing the process of calculating an
exponential smoothed correlation matrix performed by the
signal processing unit in the radar device according to the first
embodiment of the present invention shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is aflow chart showing the process of calculating the
weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing unit
in the radar device according to a second embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing the process of calculating the
weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing unit
in the radar device according to a third embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing a part of the target estimation
process which is repeatedly executed by the signal processing
unit in the radar device according to a fourth embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the process of calculating the
weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing unit
in the radar device according to the fourth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 9A is a flow chart showing the target estimation
process repeatedly performed by the signal processing unit in
the radar device according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 9B is a flow chart showing the process of calculating
the weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing
unit in the radar device according to the fifth embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a transmission signal Ss, a
received signal Sr (or an arrival wave), and a beat signal BT to
be used in the radar device according to the present invention;
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FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B are diagrams showing the estima-
tion of the azimuth of the target vehicle; and
FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B are diagram showing the mecha-
nism of generating noise.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, various embodiments of the present invention
will be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. In the following description of the various embodi-
ments, like reference characters or numerals designate like or
equivalent component parts throughout the several diagrams.

First Embodiment

A description will be given of the radar device according to
the first embodiment of the present invention with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4.

FIG.1isablock diagram showing the structure of the radar
device 1 according to the first embodiment of the present
invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, the radar device 1 according to the first
embodiment is a FMCW (Frequency Modulated Continuous
Wave) type on-vehicle radar device. The radar device 1 is
mainly comprised of an oscillator 11, an amplifier 13, a split-
ter 15, a transmitting antenna 17, and a receiving antenna 19
composed of K antenna elements (K is a positive integer). The
oscillator 11 generates a high frequency signal in the milli-
meter wave band, the frequency of which is linearly and
gradually decreased with the elapse of time. The amplifier 13
amplifies the high frequency signal generated by the oscilla-
tor 11. The splitter 15 splits the electric power of the output
signal supplied from the amplifier 13 into a transmission
signal Ss (see the upper portion in FIG. 10) and a local signal
L. The transmitting antenna 17 transmits a radar wave corre-
sponding to the transmission signal Ss. The receiving antenna
19 receives the reflected radar wave reflected by a target
object such as a preceding vehicle which is traveling in front
of'the driver’s vehicle. The receiving antenna 19 also receives
various types of reflected radar wave and noise transmitted
from other vehicles such as a coming vehicle, and a preceding
vehicle.

The radar device 1 further has a receiving switch 21, an
amplifier 23, a mixer 25, a filter 27, an analogue to digital
(A/D) converter 29, and a signal processing unit 30. The
receiving switch 21 sequentially selects one of the antenna
elements AN_1 to AN_K which form the receiving antenna
19, and provides the received signal Sr received by the
selected antenna element to the amplifier 23 in the following
processing stage. The amplifier 23 receives received signal Sr
provided from the receiving switch 21, and amplifies the
received signal Sr. The mixer 25 receives the received signal
Sr amplified by the amplifier 23 and the local signal [, and
mixes them in order to generate the beat signal BT (see the
bottom part in FIG. 10). The filter 27 as a low pass filter
eliminates un-necessary signal components from the beat
signal BT generated by the mixer 25. The A/D converter 29
converts the output from the filter 27 to digital data. The signal
processing unit 30 is comprised of a microcomputer.

The signal processing unit 30 instructs the oscillator 11 to
start and stop the operation thereof, and performs the signal
processing using the beat signal BT in digital data supplied
from the A/D converter 29 according to programs performed
by the microcomputer. The signal processing unit 30 also
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performs the process to transmit the target information
obtained by the signal processing to the distance control ECU
40.

The receiving antenna 19 is a linear array antenna com-
posed of the K antenna elements which are aligned in line at
a regular interval. Each of the antennal elements AN_1 to
AN_K is set so that the beam width of each of the antenna
elements AN_1 to AN_K includes the entire of the beam
width of the transmitting antenna 17.

In the following explanation, the K antenna elements are
assigned to the i-th antenna elements, where i=1 to K, and K
is a positive integer). For example, the received signal
obtained by the i-th antenna element will be referred to as the
“i-channel signal”).

In the radar device 1 according to the first embodiment
having the above structure, the signal processing unit 30
instructs the oscillator 11 to start the oscillation of the high
frequency signal. The high frequency signal generated by the
oscillator 11 is amplified by the amplifier 13. The amplified
signal is supplied to the splitter 15. The splitter 15 splits the
electric power of the amplified signal in order to generate the
transmission signal Ss and the local signal L.

Thus, the radar device 1 generates the transmission signal
Ss and the local signal [, and transmits the transmission
signal Ss through the transmitting antennal 17 as the fre-
quency modulated radar wave to the target.

On the other hand, each of the antennal elements AN_1 to
AN_K forming the receiving antenna 19 receives the radar
wave (reflected radar wave) reflected by the target after trans-
mitted from the transmitting antenna 17. Each of the antenna
elements AN_1 to AN_K outputs the received signal Srto the
receiving switch 21.

The receiving switch 21 outputs the received signal Sr
received by the i-th antenna element selected by the receiving
switch 21 to the amplifier 23. The amplifier 23 amplifies the
received signal Sr and outputs the amplified signal to the
mixer 25.

The mixer 25 mixes the amplified signal supplied from the
amplifier 23 and the local signal L supplied from the splitter
15 in order to generate the beat signal BT. The filter 27
eliminate un-necessary signal components from the beat sig-
nal BT generated by the mixer 25. The A/D converter 29
converts the beta signal BT supplied from the filter 27, and
outputs the beat signal BT in digital form.

The receiving switch 21 selects each of the antennal ele-
ments AN_1 to AN_K so that all of the antennal elements
AN_1to AN_K are selected predetermined times per a modu-
lation period (1/fm) of the radar wave. The A/D converter 29
performs the sampling in synchronization with the switching
timing to convert the beat signal BT derived from the received
signals supplied from the antennal elements AN_1 to AN_K
into the beat signal in digital form.

The signal processing unit 30 executes the program to
analyze the beat signal BT in digital form, and calculates the
target distance between the preceding vehicle as the target
object and the driver’s vehicle (one’s own vehicle), and the
relative speed of the target to the traveling speed of the driv-
er’s vehicle. The signal processing unit 30 further calculates
the angle of the target based on the traveling direction (or the
direction of the antenna) of the driver’s vehicle.

A description will now be given of the target estimation
process which is repeatedly executed by the signal processing
unit 30 in order to calculate the current position, the relation
speed, and the azimuth of a target object such as a preceding
vehicle.
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FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing the target estimation process
executed by the signal processing unit 30 in the radar device
1 according to the first embodiment of the present invention
shown in FIG. 1.

In the following explanation, one cycle of the target esti-
mation process, which is repeatedly executed by the signal
processing unit 30, will be referred to as the “target estimation
cycle”.

When starting the target estimation process, the signal
processing unit 30 receives the beat signal BT in digital form
of each channel supplied from the A/D converter 29 every
modulation period in synchronization with the modulation
period (1/fm) of the transmission signal. Specifically, the
signal processing unit 30 receives the beat signal BT in digital
form every upward section and downward section and then
stores the received beat signal BT into a built-in memory such
as a random access memory (RAM, not shown).

The signal processing unit 30 repeatedly executes, every
modulation period, the process to generate snapshot data as
sample of the beat signal BT every section and channel, as
shown the bottom side in FIG. 1. This generates predeter-
mined-number SSN snapshot data in each of the channels per
the upward section and the downward section (step S110).
That is, the above process generates the snapshot data in the
SSN periods.

Specifically, the snapshot data is the time series data of the
beat signal BT sampled by the A/D converter 29. It is accept-
able to use the time series data composed of signal values in
all time domains (or all time periods) of a target section
(upward section or downward section) in one modulation
period, or the time series data composed of signal values in a
specified time section during a specified section.

The operation flow progresses to step S120 from step S110.
The signal processing unit 30 performs detrend of each of
snapshot data (step S120). Specifically, the signal processing
unit 30 eliminates a direct current (DC) component from each
of the snapshot data (see the right side in FIG. 7).

The operation flow progresses to step S130 from step S120.
In step S130, the signal processing unit 30 performs the
process for each of the snapshot data. This process replaces
the signal value in the time domain (or time period), the power
of which is more than a predetermined threshold value (or a
predetermined judging value) Thp, with an average value of
the signal values before and after the time domain in order to
eliminate the interference component from each of the snap-
shot data.

The operation flow progresses to step S140 after comple-
tion of step S130. In step S140, the signal processing unit 30
performs the frequency analysis for each ofthe snapshot data.
Those snapshot data are generated in step S110 and then
processes in step S120 and S130. Specifically, the signal
processing unit 30 executes an FFT (Fast Fourier Transform)
process for each of the snapshot data. This FFT process con-
verts time region of each of the snapshot data into frequency
region, and generates Fourier transformed values (complex
value). In step S140, the power spectrum of each of the
snapshot data is obtained from the Fourier transformed val-
ues.

As known, the power spectrum can be obtained from the
square of the absolute value of a Fourier transformed value.

After completion of step S140, the signal processing unit
30 sets the upward section to the target processing section
(step S150), and then executes the series of steps S160 to
S280.

Specifically, in step S160, the signal processing unit 30
performs the process of calculating a weighting coefficient
for the target processing section, namely, the upward section.
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The signal processing unit 30 then determines the weighting
coefficient of the target processing section to be used when a
weighted average is obtained in the following step S170.

FIG. 3 is aflow chart showing the process of calculating the
weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing unit
30 in the radar device 1 according to the first embodiment of
the present invention.

When the signal processing unit 30 starts the process (in
step S160) of calculating the weighting coefficient, the signal
processing unit 30 sets the value of 1 to the variablei (1 - - -
>1, step S510). The operation flow progresses to step S520
from the step S510.

In step S520, the signal processing unit 30 executes the
process of extracting the high frequency component of more
than the predetermined frequency w,,,,, which has been setin
design work, from the power spectrum calculated based on
the snapshot data in the target processing section during the
i-th modulation period of the target channel.

In the following explanation, the snapshot data obtained in
the i-th modulation period in all of the snap shot data in the
SSN periods will be referred to as the “snapshot data of the
i-th modulation period”, where the head period is called to as
the first modulation period”.

In step S520, the signal processing unit 30 executes the
process of extracting the component of a high frequency
range of not less than the frequency w,,,, from the power
spectrum which is obtained by Fourier transformation of the
snapshot data in the upward section in the K-th modulation
period every channel when the target processing section is the
upward section.

The above processes are executed from the first channel to
the K-th channel. The operation flow goes to step S530. In
step S530, the signal processing unit 30 determines the
median value in the power of the extracted high frequency
component every channel (in other words, every the extracted
high frequency component).

The signal processing unit 30 sets the obtained median
value to the interference value q[i, k], where i designates the
i-th modulation period, and k indicates the k-th channel. By
the way, the interference value q[i, k| indicates an analyzed
noise value used in the claims.

That is, in step S530, the signal processing unit 30 repeat-
edly performs the process of setting, to the interference value
q[i, k] in the i-th modulation period in the k-th channel
(where, k=1, . . . , K), the medium value “median (P,,
(0>w,,,,))" of the power spectrum P, (w>w,,,.) of the high
frequency component which is extracted from the power
spectrum P, (w). This power spectrum P,,(w) is obtained by
Fourier transformation of the snapshot data in the i-th modu-
lation period of the k-th channel.

q/fi,kl=median(P (>0, ) (11).

As well known, the median value q[i, k] in the above
equation (11) is a central value when the values are arranged
by magnitude with the smallest one. That is, in step S530, the
signal processing unit 30 sets the median one to the interfer-
ence value q[i, k] when the power value of each of the fre-
quencies in the high frequency range is arranged by the mag-
nitude with the smallest value.

After completion of step S530, the operation flow goes to
step S540. In step S540, the signal processing unit 30 sets the
equivalent average value of the obtained interference value
qli, k] k=1, . . ., K) of each channel to a representative
interference value q[i] in the target processing section in the
i-th modulation period. Such an interference value q[i, k]
indicates the analyzed noise value used in the claims.
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K (12)

> qli k.

k=1

qlil =

x|~

(Example of modification) In step S540, it is acceptable to
perform a modification to set the representative interference
value q[i] of the target processing section in the i-th modula-
tion period according to the following equation (13).

qfil=median(q/i,k]) k=1,2,...,K) (13).

That is, it is possible to set the median value of the represen-
tative interference values q[i, k] (k=1, . . . , K) in each of the
channels in the i-th modulation period to the representative
interference value q[i]. This interference value q[i] indicates
an analyzed noise value used in the claims.

After completion of step S540, the operation flow goes to
step S550. In step S550, the signal processing unit 30 detects
whether or not the variable i is the same as SNN (i=SNN).
When the detection result in step S550 indicates that the
variable 1is not SNN (“No” in step S550), the operation flow
goes to step S560. In step S560, the variable i is incremented
by one (i is rewritten with “i+1”, ori=i+1). The operation flow
is then returned to step S520.

The signal processing unit 30 executes the series of step
S520 to step S550 using the incremented variable 1.

The signal processing unit 30 calculates the representative
interference values q[1] to q[SNN] in the target processing
section from the i-th modulation period to the SNN-th modu-
lation period.

When the signal processing unit 30 detects that the variable
ibecomes SNN (i=SNN) (when the detection result indicates
“i=SNN” (“Yes” in step S550), the operation flow goes to step
S570.

In step S570, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the
weighting coefficient w[i] based on the representative inter-
ference values q[i] to q[SNN] in each of modulation periods
from the first modulation period to the SNN-th modulation
period by the following equations (14) and (15). This weight-
ing coefficient w[i] is used for obtaining the weighted average
in the target processing section in this target estimation cycle.

o 1/ql (14)
wli] = W
;1 (1/4qliD)
and
SN (15)
Z wii] =1

where, w|i] indicates the weighting coefficient to be applied
to the representative interference value q[i] in the i-the modu-
lation period.

The equation (14) indicates the weighting coefficient w[i]
when the interference value q[i] is not a decibel value. In other
words, because the interference value q[i] is expressed by
logarithm when the interference value q[i] is a decibel value,
the weighting coefficient w[i] is calculated by the following
equation (16).
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After the completion of step S570, the signal processing
unit 30 completes the process of calculating the weighting
coefficient.

When the process of calculating the weighting coefficient
in step S160 is completed, the operation flow progresses to
step S170. In step S170, the signal processing unit 30 calcu-
lates the average power spectrum P (w) in the section by
calculating the average in time of the power spectrums P, ()
in the target processing section from the first to the SNN-th
modulation periods using the following equation (17).

SNN

Pi(@)= ) wlilPy(@).

i=1

an

That is, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the
weighted average of the power spectrums P,,(w) in consider-
ation with the interference amount (or the amount of mixed
noise) in each of the modulation periods as the section aver-
age spectrum P,(w) in the k-th channels (k=1, . . ., K) by
applying the weighting coefficient w[i] to the power spectrum
P,.(®) in the i-th modulation period.

When calculating the section average power spectrum
Py w) (k=1, . . ., K) in each of the channels, the signal
processing unit 30 determines the peak frequency which is
commonly present in the section average power spectrum in
each of the channels based on the obtained section average
power spectrums P,(w) (k=1, . . ., K). This peak spectrum is
a peak frequency of more than the predetermined threshold
value in the power spectrums.

Specifically, when the signal processing unit 30 determines
the peak frequency commonly present in the section average
power spectrum P (w) (k=1, . . ., K) in each of the channels,
the signal processing unit 30 obtains the equivalent average
value of the section average power spectrum Py (w)
(k=1, . .., K) in each of the channels to calculate the repre-
sentative power spectrum p(w) expressed by the following
equation (18).

1 & (18)
P) = 2 >, Pulo).
k=1

where N designates the number of peak frequencies.

The signal processing unit 30 selects the peak frequency of
more than the predetermined threshold value, as the peak
frequency o, (n=1, . . ., N), in the representative power
spectrums p(w).

(Example of modification) The present invention is not lim-
ited by this, for example, in step S180, without calculating the
representative power spectrum P(w) by using the section
average power spectrum P,(w) (K-1, ..., K) in each channel,
it is possible to specify the peak frequency o, (n=1, ..., N)
based on the representative power spectrum P(w), where the
section average power spectrum P, (w) in unique represen-
tative channel (kO-th channel) is assumed as the representa-
tive power spectrum P(w).

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16
When the signal processing unit 30 completes the determi-
nation of the peak frequency w, (n=1, . .., N), the operation

flow progresses to step S190 from step S180. In step S190, the
signal processing unit 30 sets one of the specified peak fre-
quencies m,, to the target processing frequency .

The operation flow progresses to step S200. In step S200,
the signal processing unit 30 generates the auto-correlation
matrix Rxx [1, ®'] in the target processing section according to
the following equations (19) and (20) from the Fourier trans-
formed value F, (") at the target processing frequency w',
where the target processing frequency o' is obtained by Fou-
rier transformation of the snapshot data during the target
processing section of each of the channels every modulation
period from the first modulation period to SNN-th modula-
tion period.

R 1,0 T=X{(0) X (w0) (19), and

KON AE (@), ., Fl), ..., Fig(0)T

where F,;,(w") indicates the Fourier transformed value at the
target processing frequency o' which is obtained by Fourier
transformation of the snapshot data during the target process-
ing section in the i-th modulation period in the k-th channel.
The auto-correlation matrix Rxx [i, w'] represents the auto-
correlation matrix of the received vector X,(®'). The received
vector X,(w') is a vector in which Fourier transformed values
F, (") at the target processing frequency o' in the target
processing section in the i-th modulation period in each of the
channels (see the equation (20)).

That is, in step S200, the signal processing unit 30 calcu-
lates the SNN auto-correlation matrices Rxx [1, o'] (i=1, .. .,
SNN) which correspond to the modulation periods from the
first modulation period to the SNN modulation period.

After the completion of the process of calculating the
above auto-correlation matrices, the operation flow proceeds
to step S210. In step S210, the signal processing unit 30
performs the weighting mans process of each of the modula-
tion periods from the first modulation period to the SNN
modulation period. This process is expressed by the following
equation (21).

(20),

SNV (21
Rl[w'] = Z

i=1

wli]Rxx[i, w'].

That is, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the section
average correlation matrix R1 [w'] by applying the weighting
coefficient w[i] of the i-th modulation period determined
based on the representative interference value q[i] to the
auto-correlation matrix Rxx [i, '] of the i-th modulation
period. This section average correlation matrix R1 [w'] is
assumed as the time average of the auto-correlation matrix
Rxx [i, '] obtained by calculating a weighted average of the
auto-correlation matrix Rxx [1,m'] with the weighting coeffi-
cient w[i] corresponding to the respective i-th modulation
period.

After completion of calculating the section average auto-
correlation matrix R1 [w'], the operation flow proceeds to step
S220. In step S220, the signal processing unit 30 executes the
process of calculating the exponential smoothed correlation
matrix shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing the process of calculating the
exponential smoothed correlation matrix performed by the
signal processing unit 30 in the radar device 1 according to the
first embodiment of the present invention shown in FIG. 1.
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On initiating the process of calculating the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix, the signal processing unit 30
firstly calculates the interference remaining value qr based on
the representative interference value q[i] and the weighting
coefficient w[i] by the following equation (22) (step S610).

22

where q[i] designates the representative interference value
in the target processing section in each of the modulation
periods from the first modulation period to the SNN modula-
tion period, and w[i] indicates the weighting coefficient in the
target processing section.

That is, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the inter-
ference remaining value qr by executing the weighting aver-
age process of the representative interference value q[i] from
the first modulation period to the SNN modulation period, in
which the weighting coefficient w[i] is applied to the repre-
sentative interference value q[i] of the i-th modulation period
(i=1, ..., and SNN).

After completion of calculating the interference remaining
value gr, the operation flows progresses to step S620.

In step S620, the signal processing unit 30 compares the
calculated interference remaining value qr with the predeter-
mined threshold value Thx which is determined in advance in
order to determine whether or not the latest section average
correlation matrix R1[w'] is used to the process of calculating
the exponential smoothed correlation matrix.

Specifically, when the interference remaining value gr is
not more than the threshold value Thx, the signal processing
unit 30 determines the process of calculating the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix to use the latest section average
correlation matrix R1[w'] (“Yes™ in step S620).

On the other hand, when the interference remaining value
qr is more than the threshold value Thx, the signal processing
unit 30 determines the process of calculating the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix not to use the latest section aver-
age correlation matrix R1 [w'] (“No” in step S620) because of
being a high possibility of including strong noise component
in the beat signal BT corresponding to the latest section
average correlation matrix R1[w'].

When the detection result in step S620 indicates “Yes”, the
operation flow progresses to step S630. In step S630, the
signal processing unit 30 calculates the exponential smoothed
correlation matrix R2 [w'] of the target processing frequency
' by the following equation (23).

R2[0]=pR2,,[0T+(1-p)R1[0]

where [ is a forgetting factor taking a range within 0<f<I.
Specifically, it is possible to use a fixed value as the forgetting
factor, which is determined in design work, or to determine
the forgetting factor [} according to the interference remaining
value qr. The value R2, [w'] represents the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix R2[w'] of the target processing
frequency o' calculated in the previous target estimating
cycle.

There is a case of not having any previous exponential
smoothed correlation matrix R2, _[w'] to be used for calcu-
lating the exponential smoothed correlation matrix R2[w']. In
this case, the signal processing unit 30 sets the latest section
average correlation matrix R1[w'] to the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix R2[w'] (R2[w']=R1[w']) in order
to generate the exponential smoothed correlation matrix
R2[w'].

(23),

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

After completion of step S630, the signal processing unit
30 completes the process of calculating the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix.

On the other hand, the judgment result in step S620 indi-
cates “No”, the operation flow goes to step S640. In step
S640, the signal processing unit 30 sets the current exponen-
tial smoothed correlation matrix R2[w'] to the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix R2,, [w'] of the target process-
ing frequency o' calculated in the previous target estimation
cycle without using the latest section average correlation
matrix R1[w'].

When there is a case of not having any exponential
smoothed correlation matrix R2,, [0'] to be used for setting
the exponential smoothed correlation matrix R2[w'], in par-
ticular, the signal processing unit 30 sets the latest section
average correlation matrix R1 [w'] to the exponential
smoothed correlation matrix R2[w'] (R2[w'|=R1[w']). The
signal processing unit 30 then completes the process of cal-
culating the exponential smoothed correlation matrix.

After completion of the process in step S220, the operation
flow progresses to step S230. In step S230, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 calculates the eigenvalues A, . . ., and A,
(where, A, Zh,, = . . . hg) of the exponential smoothed
correlation matrix R2[w'] calculated in step S220, and further
calculates the eigenvectors ey, . . ., e, corresponding to each
eigenvalue. In step S240, the signal processing unit 30 esti-
mates that the eigenvalue M of more than the predetermined
threshold value corresponding to the thermal noise power is
the arrival wave (namely, the reflected radar wave). In step
8250, the signal processing unit 30 obtains the MUSIC spec-
trum according to the equation (8) using the steering vector
a(0) as acomplex response of the array antenna to the azimuth
0, and the noise eigenvector E,, (see the equation (7)) com-
posed of eigenvectors e, ,, . . . , € corresponding to (K-M)
eigenvalues A, . . . , and Az of not more than the thermal
noise power (threshold value).

The operation flow progresses to step S260. In step S260,
the signal processing unit 30 estimates that the target azimuth
is the value P, (0) in the obtained MUSIC spectrum, which
is the azimuths 6 (maximum number of M) corresponding to
each of peak values of not less than the predetermined thresh-
old value.

After completion of the step S260, the operation flow
progresses to step S270. In step S270, the signal processing
unit 30 detects whether or not the series of step S200 to S260
has been completed for all of the peak frequencies m,
(n=1,...,N).

When the signal processing unit 30 detects that the series of
steps S200 to 5260 has not been performed for all of the peak
frequencies w,, (n=1, ..., N) (“No” in step S270), the opera-
tion flow goes to step S190. In step S190, the signal process-
ing unit 30 selects one of the un-processed peak frequencies
m,,, and sets the selected peak frequency to the target process-
ing frequency w'. The signal processing unit 30 calculates the
MUSIC spectrum at the target processing frequency ' to
estimate the target azimuth (step S260).

The signal processing unit 30 obtains the MUSIC spectrum
every each of the peak frequencies w,, (n=1, . .., N) specified
in step S180 in orderto estimate the target azimuth 0 based on
each of the MUSIC spectrums.

When detecting that the series of step S200 to S260 is
performed for all of the peak frequencies w, (n=1, ..., N)
specified in step S180 (“Yes” in step S270), the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 detects whether the current target processing
section is the upward section or the downward section (step
S280).
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Because the target processing section is the upward section
when the signal processing unit 30 firstly executes the step
S280, the signal processing unit 30 controls so that the detec-
tion result in step S280 indicates “No”.

When the detection result in step S280 indicates “No”, the
signal processing unit 30 sets the downward section to the
target processing section (step S290), and the operation flow
is returned to step S160.

The signal processing unit 30 executes the series of steps

S160 to S270 for the downward section.
The signal processing unit 30 performs the above procedures
in order to obtain the target azimuth 6 based on the MUSIC
spectrums corresponding to each of the peak frequencies in
the downward section

After completion of calculating the target azimuth based
on the MUSIC spectrums for all of the peak frequencies in the
downward section, the signal processing unit 30 detects that
the detection result in step S270 indicates “Yes”, and the
detection result in step S280 indicates “Yes”. The operation
flow progresses to step S300.

In step S300, the signal processing unit 30 performs a pair
matching process using as indexes the target azimuth 6 of
each of the peak frequencies in the upward section and the
target azimuth 0 of each of the peak frequencies in the down-
ward section

As previously described, the upward section and the down-
ward section have different frequencies b1 and {b2 of the
beat signal BT corresponding to the reflected radar wave.
Therefore the signal processing unit 30 performs the pair
matching process to obtain a pair of the peak frequencies (as
the pair of the peak frequencies corresponding to the above
frequencies fb1 and fb2) in the same reflected radar wave.

In step S310, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the
target distance D and the relative speed V of the target object
observed from the driver’s vehicle by using the equations (1)
to (4) every pair based on the peak frequencies in the upward
section and the downward section, which is determined as a
pair by the pair matching process.

On assuming the peak frequency in the upward section as
the frequency b1, and the peak frequency in the downward
section as the frequency tb2, the signal processing unit 30
calculates the target distance D and the relative speed V of the
target object observed from the driver’s vehicle by using the
equations (1) to (4) every pair based on the peak frequencies
in the upward section and the downward section, which is
determined as a pair by the pair matching process.

The signal processing unit 30 outputs the target informa-
tion such as the target distance D, the relative speed V, and the
target azimuth 6 based on the above calculation result to the
distance control ECU 40 (step S320). The signal processing
unit 30 then completes the target estimation process.

As described above in detail, the radar device 1 according
to the first embodiment can obtain the target azimuth 6 with
high accuracy when compared with the conventional radar
devices because of calculating the target azimuth 6 based on
the section average correlation matrix R1 which is obtained
by weighting the auto-correlation matrix Rxx based on the
interference value q in each of the modulation periods.

That is, because the conventional radar devices obtains the
section average correlation matrix R1 using the equivalent
average of a predetermined number of auto-correlation matri-
ces, the section average correlation matrix R1 is greatly influ-
enced by interference when the received signal (reflected
radar wave) corresponding to the auto-correlation matrix Rxx
as the target of the equivalent average process has such strong
interference. As a result, the conventional radar device makes
it difficult to obtain the target azimuth with high accuracy.
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On the other hand, the radar device 1 according to the first
embodiment of the present invention can calculate the section
average correlation matrix R1 by using a decreased weighting
coefficient for the auto-correlation matrix Rxx in the section
when a local interference occurs. This avoids the influence of
such a local interference to the section average correlation
matrix R1, and as a result, the radar device 1 according to the
first embodiment can obtain the target azimuth 6 with high
accuracy.

Further, the radar device 1 according to the first embodi-
ment calculates the section average power spectrum P,(w) by
performing the weighting average process of the power spec-
trum P, (o) using the weighting coefficient w[i] in each of the
modulation periods, and determines the peak frequency (the
frequency of the reflected radar wave component) based on
the section average power spectrum P, () in this section. The
radar device 1 can therefore estimate the frequency of the
reflected radar wave with high accuracy, and as a result can
obtain the target azimuth with high accuracy.

The conventional radar device calculates the equivalent
average of the power spectrum in each of the modulation
periods in order to obtain the section average power spectrum.
On the other hand, the radar device 1 according to the first
embodiment firstly calculates the section average power
spectrum in consideration with the interference value q in
order to suppress the influence of a local noise, and deter-
mines the peak frequency m,, based on the section average
power spectrum. Therefore the radar device 1 according to the
first embodiment can obtain the target azimuth with high
accuracy.

The relationship between the components used in the
embodiment and the means used in claims according to the
present invention is as follows.

The transmitting and receiving means corresponds to the
components other than the signal processing unit 30 in the
radar device 1.

The data collecting means corresponds to the means of the
step S110 executed by the signal processing unit 30. The unit
data corresponds to a set of snapshot data in each of the
channels which are generated every section in each of the
modulation periods.

The auto-correlation matrix generating means corresponds
to the process in step S200 in which the signal processing unit
30 generates the auto-correlation matrix Rxx in the target
processing section every modulation period.

The section average correlation matrix generating means
corresponds to the process in step S210 executed by the signal
processing unit 30.

The target azimuth calculating means corresponds to the
series of processes from step S220 to step S260 executed by
the signal processing unit 30.

The mixed noise amount estimation means corresponds to
the processes of step S520 to step S540 executed by the signal
processing unit 30.

The amount of mixed noise into unit data corresponds to
the representative interference value q[i] every modulation
period.

The noise-analysis target antenna element corresponds to
all of the antenna elements which form the receiving antenna
19. In one modification, the signal processing unit 30 per-
forms the processes of step S530 and step S540 to obtain the
representative interference value q[i] for a part of the antenna
elements.

In step S520, the signal processing unit 30 according to the
first embodiment obtains the median value in the power of the
high frequency component, and sets the obtained median
value to the interference value q[1,k]. The present invention is
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not limited by this. For example, it is possible that the signal
processing unit 30 obtains the equivalent average value of the
power of the high frequency component in step S520, and
then sets the obtained equivalent average value to the inter-
ference value q [1,k].

That is, it is possible for the radar device 1 to set the
equivalent average value of the power of each of the frequen-
cies (w>w,,,,) in the high frequency range indicated in the
power spectrum to the interference value q[1,k].

The coeflicient determining means corresponds to the pro-
cess of step S570 executed by the signal processing unit 30.

The conversion means corresponds to the process of step
S140 executed by the signal processing unit 30.

The frequency range data corresponds to the power spec-
trum obtained by Fourier transformation of the snapshot data.

The frequency estimation means corresponds to the pro-
cesses of step S170 and step S180 executed by the signal
processing unit 30.

The operation of estimating the frequency of the reflected
radar wave corresponds to the operation of specifying the
peak frequency executed by the signal processing unit 30.

The average means corresponds to the process of step S170
executed by the signal processing unit 30.

The section average frequency range data corresponds to
the section average power spectrum P, ().

The smoothed correlation matrix generating means in the
azimuth calculating means corresponds to the processes of
step S630 and step S640 executed by the signal processing
unit 30.

The adoption judging means corresponds to the processes
of'step S610 and step S620 executed by the signal processing
unit 30.

The target information calculating means corresponds to
the processes of step S180, step S300, and step S310 executed
by the signal processing unit 30.

Second Embodiment

A description will be given of the radar device according to
the second embodiment of the present invention with refer-
ence to FI1G. 5.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing another process of calculat-
ing the weighting coefficient performed by the signal process-
ing unit 30 in the radar device 1 according to the second
embodiment of the present invention.

The signal processing unit 30 in the radar device 1 accord-
ing to the second embodiment performs the weighting coef-
ficient calculating process S160-1 which is different in opera-
tion from the weighting coefficient calculating process of step
S160 in the first embodiment. Because other operations of the
second embodiment are the same as those in the first embodi-
ment, the explanation of the same processes is omitted here
for brevity.

In the second embodiment, one of K channels from the first
channel to the K-th channel is used as a representative chan-
nel which is determined in advance in the design work.

When starting the weighting coefficient calculating pro-
cess, the signal processing unit 30 sets 1 to the variable i (i=1,
step S510). The signal processing unit 30 executes the process
of extracting the high frequency component (power spec-
trum) of more than the predetermined frequency ,,, ., which
is determined in advance in design work, from the power
spectrum obtained by Fourier transformation of the snapshot
data in the target processing section in the i-th modulation
period of the representative channel (step S522).

The operation flow then progresses to step S532. In step
S532, the signal processing unit 30 obtains the median value
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of the extracted power spectrum of the high frequency com-
ponent in the representative channel, and then sets the
obtained median value to the representative interference
value q[i].

When the representative is the k-th=k0 channel, the repre-
sentative interference value q[i] becomes q[i|=median (P,
(©)20,,,).

After completion of the process in step S532, the operation
flow progresses to step S550. In step S550, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 detects whether or not the variable i is SNN
(i=SNN). When the detection result in step S550 indicates
that the variable i is not the same as SNN, the operation flow
goes to step S560. In step S560, the variable i is incremented
by one (i=i+1). The operation flow progresses to step S522.

The signal processing unit 30 sets the representative inter-
ference value q[1] to q[SNN] by the above procedure in the
target processing section in each of the modulation period
from the first to the SNN-th modulation periods.

When the variable i is the same as SNN (i=SNN) (“Yes” in
step S550), the operation flow progresses to step S570.

In step S570, like the procedure of the first embodiment,
the signal processing unit 30 calculates, using the equation
(14) or (16), the weighting coefficient w[i] (i=1, . . ., and
SNN) to be used in the weighting average calculation process
for the target processing section in the current target estima-
tion cycle based on the representative interference values q[1]
to q[SNN] in the target processing sections in each of the
modulation period from the first to the SNN-th modulation
periods.

After completion of the process in step S570, the signal
processing unit 30 completes the weighting coefficients cal-
culating process.

As described above, it is also possible to suppress increas-
ing the load of the signal processing unit 30 when the repre-
sentative channel is selected, and the weighting coefficient is
then calculated based on the power spectrum of this repre-
sentative channel.

When the weighting coefficient w[i] is calculated in the
procedure shown in the second embodiment, it is preferable
for the signal processing unit 30 to calculate the section
average power spectrum P,(w) only for the representative
channel in step S170, assume the section average power spec-
trum P,(w) of the representative channel as the representative
power spectrum P(w), specify the peak frequency w,
(n=1, . . ., N) based on the representative power spectrum
P(w), and perform subsequent steps in view of suppressing
the calculation load.

Further, like the process in step S530 in the first embodi-
ment, it is possible for the signal processing unit 30 to set
equivalent average value of the power of a high frequency
range component to the interference value q[i] instead of the
median value of the power of a high frequency range compo-
nent.

The mixed noise amount estimating means in claims cor-
responds to the processes in step S522 and S532 executed by
the signal processing unit 30.

Third Embodiment

A description will be given of the radar device according to
the third embodiment of the present invention with reference
to FIG. 6.

Because the processes of the third embodiment other than
the weighting coefficient calculating process performed in
step S160 are same as those in the first embodiment, the
weighting coefficient calculating process will be mainly
explained.
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FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing another process of calculat-
ing the weighting coefficient performed by the signal process-
ing unit in the radar device 1 according to the third embodi-
ment.

When starting the weighting coefficient calculating pro-
cess shown in FIG. 6, the signal processing unit 30 executes
the series of steps S510 to S560, like the first embodiment.
When the detection result in step S550 indicates that the
variable i=SNN (“Yes” in step S550), the operation flow
progresses to step S572. In step S572, the signal processing
Unit 30 calculates the weighting coefficient w[i] by the fol-
lowing equation (24), which is used for calculating the
weighted average in the target processing section in the cur-
rent target estimation cycle based on the representative inter-
ference values q[ 1] to q[SNN] in the target processing section
in each of the modulation period from the first modulation
period to the SNN-th modulation period.

{w[i] =1 (f g[i] < Thr) (24)

wli] =0 @f g[f] = Th)”

When the representative interference value q[i] in the i-th
modulation period is less than the predetermined value Tht
which is determined in advance, the signal processing unit 30
sets the value of 1 to the weighting coefficient q[i] in the i-th
modulation period.

On the other hand, when the representative interference
value q[i] in the i-th modulation period is not less than the
predetermined value Tht which is determined in advance, the
signal processing unit 30 sets zero to the weighting coefficient
q[i] in the i-th modulation period.

After completion of the process in step S572, the operation
flow progresses to step S573. In step S573, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 performs the standardization of each of the
weighting coefficients w[i] (i=1, . . ., SNN) so that the total
sum of the weighting coefficients w[i] becomes the value of 1.

That is, the signal processing unit 30 updates each of the
weighting coefficients w[i] (i=1, . .., SNN) is updated with
the value which is set in step S572, as expressed by the
following equation (25).

i 25
i - 1 (5)

_;1 ol

In the third embodiment, the signal processing unit 30 then
completes the weighting coefficient calculation process
shown in FIG. 6.

According to the weighting coefficient calculation process
in the third embodiment, it is possible to decrease the calcu-
lation load of the signal processing unit 30 rather than the
calculation load of the first embodiment.

It is possible to replace the series of steps S510 to S560 in
the third embodiment with the series of steps S510 to S560 in
the second embodiment.

The third embodiment can decrease the calculation load of
the signal processing unit 30 because the weighting coeffi-
cient w[i] is calculated based only on the interference value of
the representative channel.

The coefficient determining means in claims corresponds
to the processes in step S572 and S573 executed by the signal
processing unit 30.
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Fourth Embodiment

A description will be given of the radar device according to
the fourth embodiment of the present invention with refer-
ence to FIG. 7 and FIG. 8.

The signal processing unit 30 according to the fourth
embodiment uses the interference occurrence period of time
in the snapshot data as the interference value. The signal
processing unit 30 executes the target estimation process and
the weighting coefficient calculating process, a part of which
is different in those processes in the first embodiment. The
processes in the fourth embodiment are a modification of the
processes in the first embodiment.

The following description will be mainly given of the
modification of the target estimation process and the weight-
ing coefficient calculating process.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing a part of the target estimation
process which is repeatedly executed by the signal processing
unit 30 in the radar device 1 according to the fourth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

When starting the target estimation process shown in FIG.
7, the signal processing unit 30 generates the snapshot data of
each of the channels, like that in the first embodiment, in each
of the upward section and the downward section in the SSN
periods (step S110). The signal processing unit 30 then per-
forms the detrending process of each of the snapshot data
(step S120).

After completion of those processes, the operation flow
progresses to step S123. The signal processing unit 30 calcu-
lates the median value Cs of the power in the all time domain
of'each of the snapshot data. When the signal value indicated
by the snapshot data is BT(t), the signal processing unit 30
calculates the median value Cs=median (BT>(t)), where BT>
(t) indicates the power.

After completion of the median value calculating step
S123, the signal processing unit 30 executes the following
process using the median value Cs calculated in step S123
every snapshot data. That is, the signal processing unit 30
adds the predetermined threshold value Ths which is deter-
mined in advance in design work to the median value Cs
obtained from the snapshot data to obtain the threshold value
(Cs+Ths). The signal processing unit 30 then calculates the
period of time “in” in which the power BT(t) excesses the
threshold value (Cs+Ths) (step S124).

When there are a plurality of periods in the snapshot data,
in which the power BT>(t) exceeds the threshold value (or the
judging value) (Cs+Ths), it is possible to set the maximum
period of time in the plurality of periods to the period of time
“tn”.

The signal processing unit 30 sets the time “tn” to the
interference occurrence time tinf [i, k, pd]. The interference
occurrence time tinf [i, k, pd] represents the interference
occurrence time of the snapshot data in the pd section in the
i-th modulation period in the k-th channel. The value “pd”
takes 0 or 1, which designates the upward section or the
downward section.

That is, the signal processing unit 30 sets the time “tn”
calculated by the above procedure based on the snapshot data
of the “pd” section in the i-th modulation period in the k-th
channel to the interference occurrence time tinf [i, k, pd].

After completion of the process in step S124, the signal
processing unit 30 executes the processes from step S130 to
step S320 shown in FIG. 2. In particular, the signal processing
unit 30 executes the weighting coefficient calculating process
S160-3 shown in FIG. 8 in step S160 shown FIG. 2.



US 7,907,083 B2

25

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the process of calculating the
weighting coefficient performed by the signal processing unit
30 in the radar device 1 according to the fourth embodiment
of the present invention.

When starting the weighting coefficient calculating pro-
cess in step S160-3 shown in FIG. 8, the signal processing
unit 30 sets the value of 1 to the variable i (step S510)

The operation flow progresses to step S534. In step S534,
the signal processing unit 30 sets the interference occurrence
time tinf [1,k,pd] in the target processing section (the “pd”
section, namely, the upward section or the downward section)
in the i-th modulation period in each of the channels to the
interference value q[i,k] of the i-th modulation period in each
of the channels (q[i, k] is rewritten with tinf [1,k,pd], or tinf
[lskspd] -t >q[is k])

After completion of the process in step S534, the operation
flow progresses to step S540. In step S540, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 sets the representative interference value q[i]
of'the i-th modulation period according to the equation (12) or
(13) using the interference value q[i, k] obtained in step S534.

After completion of the process in step S540, the operation
flow progresses to step S550. In step S550, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 detects whether or not the variable “1” is SNN
(i=SNN). When the judgment result in step S550 indicates
that the variable “1” is not the same as SNN (“No” in step
S550), the operation flow progresses to step S560. In step
S560, the variable “i” is incremented by one (i is rewritten
with i+1, or i=i+1), the operation flow is returned to step
S534. The signal processing unit 30 calculates the represen-
tative interference values q[ 1] to q[SNN] in each of the modu-
lation periods from the first modulation period to the SNN-th
modulation period.

On the other hand, when the detection result in step S550
indicates that the variable “i” is just the same as SNN (i=SNN,
“Yes” in S550), the operation flow progresses to step S574. In
step S574, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the weight-
ing coefficients w[i] (i=1, . . ., SNN), to be used for the
weighting average process of the target processing section in
the current target estimation cycle, according to the equation
(14) based on the representative interference values q[1] to
q[SNN] of the target processing section in each of the modu-
lation periods from the first modulation period to the SNN-th
modulation period.

After completion of the process in step S574, the signal
processing unit 30 completes the weighting coefficient cal-
culation process.

According to the fourth embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the interference occurrence time tinf'is used as the inter-
ference value “q”, and the weighting coefficient is calculated
using the interference value “q”. This can correctly obtain the
weighting coefficient w[i], and suppress the deterioration of
the calculation accuracy of the target azimuth by noise.

In the fourth embodiment, it is possible to determine the
representative channel by the process in the second embodi-
ment, or to replace the processes in step S534 and S540 so that
the interference occurrence time tinf [i, k0, pd] in the target
processing section in the i-th modulation period in the repre-
sentative channel.

The mixed noise amount estimation means in the claims
corresponds to the processes in step S123, S123, S534, and
S540 executed by the signal processing unit 30.

Fifth Embodiment

A description will be given of the radar device according to
the fourth embodiment of the present invention with refer-
ence to FIG. 9A and FIG. 9B.
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The signal processing unit 30 according to the fifth
embodiment uses the average value of the power in all time
domains (or all time periods) in the snapshot data as the
interference value. Therefore the signal processing unit 30
executes the target estimation process and the weighting coef-
ficient calculating process, a part of which is different in those
processes in the first embodiment. The processes in the fifth
embodiment are a modification of the processes in the first
embodiment.

The following description will be mainly given of the
modification of the target estimation process and the weight-
ing coefficient calculating process.

FIG. 9A is a flow chart showing another target estimation
process which is repeatedly executed by the signal processing
unit 30 in the radar device 1 according to fifth embodiment of
the present invention.

When starting the process shown in FIG. 9A, the signal
processing unit 30 obtains the snapshot data of each of the
channels in each of the upward section and the downward
section for the SNN periods, like the first embodiment. The
signal processing unit 30 then performs the detrend process of
the obtained snapshot data (step S120).

After completion of the process in step S120, the operation
flow progresses to step S125. In step S125, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 calculates the average value Ms of the power
in all time domains shown in the snapshot data. That is, when
the snapshot data is a time series data composed of L signal
values, and the signal value in the snapshot data at the time “t”
is Bt(t), the signal processing unit 30 calculates the average
value Ms of the power spectrum in all time domains in the
snapshot data by the following equation (26).

1 (26)
Ms = ZZ‘ BT2().

In the following explanation, the average value Ms obtained
based on the snapshot data in the “pd” section og the i-th
modulation period in the k-th channel is expressed by the
power average value Ms [i, k, pd] in all time domains or all
time periods.

After completion of calculating the power average value
Msli, k, pd], the signal processing unit 30 executes the pro-
cesses of the steps S130, S140, and others. In the fifth
embodiment, the signal processing unit 30 executes another
weighting coefficient calculation process shown in step S160-
4.

FIG. 9B is a flow chart showing the process S160-4 of
calculating the weighting coefficient performed by the signal
processing unit 30 in the radar device 1 according to fifth
embodiment of the present invention.

When starting the weighting coefficient calculating pro-
cess shown in FIG. 9B, the signal processing unit 30 sets the
value of 1 to the variable “i” (i=1, step S510). The operation
flow progresses to step S535. In step S535, the signal pro-
cessing unit 30 sets the power average value Ms[i, k, pd] in the
target processing section (“pd” section such as the upward
section and the downward section) in the i-th modulation
period for the target channel to the interference value q[1i, k| in
the i-th modulation period in the target channel (Msli, k,
pd] - - - >q[i, KI).

The signal processing unit 30 sets the representative inter-
ference value q[i] of the i-th modulation period according to
the equation (12) or the equation (13) using the interference
value q[1, k] obtained in step S535. The signal processing unit
30 executes those processes from i=1 to i=SNN in order to
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calculate the representative interference values q[1] to
q[SNN] in the target section in each of the modulation periods
from the first to the SNN-th modulation periods.

After this, the signal processing unit 30 calculates the
weighting coefficients w[i], to be used for calculating the
weighted average in the target processing section in the cur-
rent target estimation cycle, based on the calculated represen-
tative interference values q[ 1] to q[SNN] in each of the modu-
lation periods from the first to the SNN-th modulation periods
according to the equation (14).

When the representative value q[i] is a decibel value, the
signal processing unit 30 calculates the weighting coeffi-
cients w[i] according to the equation (16) (step S570). After
this, the signal processing unit 30 completes the weighting
coefficient calculation process.

According to the fifth embodiment described above, it is
possible to effectively calculate the weighting coetficient w[i]
even if the power average value Ms is used as the interference
value q in order to calculate the weighting coefficient w[i].

Like the second embodiment, it is possible for the signal
processing unit 30 according to the fiftth embodiment to deter-
mine the representative channel. It is possible to replace the
processes in steps S535 and S540 with the processes in which
the power average value Ms[i, k0, pd] in the target processing
section in the i-th modulation period of the representative
channel is set to the representative interference value q[i] in
the i-th modulation period.

The mixed noise amount estimation means in claims cor-
responds to the processes in step S125, S535, and S540
executed by the signal processing unit 30.

The concept of the present invention is not limited by the
first to fifth embodiments previously described in detail. It is
possible to make various modifications.

For example, the section average power spectrum P (w) is
calculated based on the power spectrum P, (m) of the target
channel in each of the modulation periods from the first to the
SNN-th modulation period in each of the channels. The
equivalent average of the section average power spectrum
P(w)(k=l1,...,K)ineach ofthe channels is obtained in order
to calculate the representative power spectrum P(w).

However, the representative power spectrum P(w) can be
also obtained by the following processes.

That is, the equivalent average of the power spectrum P,
() from the first to the K-th channels in each of the modu-
lation periods is obtained in order to calculate the power
spectrum Pi(w) every modulation period by the following
equation (27).

L& @n
Pilw) = > Palw).
k=1

It is also possible to calculate the representative power
spectrum P,(w) by performing the weighting average process
according to the following equation (28) using the weighting
coeflicient w[i].

SNN

Pw) = 3" wlilP().

=1

28

In this case, the peak frequency w, (n=1, . . ., N) is obtained
based on the representative power spectrum P(w) calculated
using the equation (28).
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Itis also acceptable to eliminate the process in step S130 in
the first to fifth embodiments. In this case, the influence of
noise increases, this case can decrease the calculation load of
the signal processing unit 30.

Further, it is possible to use an array antennal composed of
antennal elements which are placed at a different interval
instead of the array antenna composed of the antenna ele-
ments placed at a constant interval.

Still further, the first to fifth embodiments describe the
radar device 1 which receives the signals transferred from the
antenna elements, each of which is switched by the receiving
switch 21. However, the present invention is not limited by
this. It is possible to apply the radar device according to the
present invention to another type of the radar device capable
of simultaneously receiving the signals from each of the
antenna elements.

Other Features and Effects of the Present Invention

It is possible to apply the concept of the radar device
according to the present invention to FMCW type radar
devices. That is, the transmitting and receiving means is con-
figured to transmit the radar wave according to a frequency
modulated transmission signal, and mix the received signals
through the antenna elements forming the array antenna and
the transmission signals together in order to generate a beat
signal derived from the received signals and the transmission
signals. In this structure, the data collecting means is config-
ured to obtain the sample of the beat signal transferred from
the transmitting and receiving means in order to generate the
unit data.

When the concept of the present invention is applied to a
FMCW type radar device, it is possible to have the data
collecting means configured to generate the unit data every a
modulation period (1/fm) of the transmission signal. The
radar device as another aspect of the present invention further
comprises a conversion means and a frequency estimating
means. The conversion means is configured to convert the
sample of each of the antenna elements, which forms the unit
data, to a frequency domain (or a frequency period) from a
time domain in order to generate frequency range data of each
of the antenna elements. The frequency estimating means is
configured to estimate a reflected radar wave frequency as a
frequency of the reflected radar wave based on the frequency
range data of at least one of the antenna elements which is
determined in advance in the array antenna. In addition, the
auto-correlation matrix generating means is configured to
generate an auto-correlation matrix of a received vector in
which the frequency range data of each of the antenna ele-
ments, generated based on each of the unit data, at the
reflected radar wave frequency estimated by the frequency
estimating means are arranged as vector elements. The fre-
quency estimating means is configured to estimate the
reflected radar wave frequency to be used when the auto-
correlation matrix is generated every group of the predeter-
mined number of the auto-correlation matrices to be used
when the section average correlation matrix generating
means calculates the average.

There are various known methods to convert the time
domain to the frequency domain, for example, Fourier trans-
formation (such as a discrete Fourier transformation (DFT)
and a fast Fourier transformation (FFT)) and a discrete cosine
transformation (DCT).

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, the conversion means is configured to perform Fourier
transformation to convert the sample of each of the antenna
elements from time domain to frequency domain.
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In addition, the frequency estimating means comprises an
averaging means. This averaging means is configured to gen-
erate section average frequency range data as the frequency
range data after completion of performing the time average
every target antenna element by executing the time average of
the predetermined number of frequency range data, every
target antenna element, in the frequency range data to be used
for generating the predetermined number of the auto-corre-
lation matrices as the target in the average calculation of the
section average correlation matrix generating means. That is,
it is possible for the frequency estimating means to be con-
figured to estimate the reflected radar wave frequency to be
used for generating the auto-correlation matrices based on the
section average frequency range data of each of the target
antenna elements. The section average frequency range data
of each of the target antenna elements is generated by the
averaging means every group of the predetermined number of
the auto-correlation matrices as the target of the average
calculation by the section average correlation matrix gener-
ating means.

Further, it is possible for the averaging means to have the
structure for generating the section average frequency range
data every target antenna element. That is, the averaging
means is configured to generate, as the section average fre-
quency range data, frequency range data as the weighted
average of the predetermined number of the frequency range
data using the corresponding weighting coefficients every
target antenna element by applying the weighting coefficients
to each of the predetermined number of the frequency range
data. The weighting coefficients are determined by the coef-
ficient determining means and to be applied to the auto-
correlation matrices generated based on each of the predeter-
mined number of the frequency range data.

By the way, the conventional radar device generates the
section average frequency range data by performing the
equivalent average of the predetermined number of the fre-
quency range data, and then estimates the reflected radar
wave frequency based on this section average frequency
range data.

Because of'this, it is difficult for the conventional radar device
to calculate the azimuth of the target object with high accu-
racy when noise is locally added on the sample.

On the other hand, according to the radar device of the
present invention, because the influence of locally added
noise onto the sample can be decreased by using the weighted
average as small as possible, it is possible to estimate the
reflected radar wave frequency with high accuracy, and as a
result, to calculate the azimuth of the target object with high
accuracy.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion the frequency estimating means can be configured to
estimate the reflected radar wave frequency based on the
frequency range data obtained by performing an equivalent
average of the section average frequency range data obtained
by performing the weighting average every target antenna
element.

The radar device can have the configuration to generate the
target frequency range data, to be used for the estimation of
the reflected radar wave frequency, by performing the equiva-
lent average of the section average frequency range data
which is obtained by performing the weighted average of the
frequency range data in time, previously described. The radar
device can also have another configuration to generate the
target frequency data, to be used for the estimation of the
reflected radar wave frequency, by using the weighted aver-
age of the representative frequency range data in time, which
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is obtained by performing the equivalent average of the fre-
quency range data every antenna element.

That is, in the radar device as another aspect of the present
invention, the frequency estimating means has a statistic
means and an averaging means. The statistic means is con-
figured to generate a representative frequency range data
every unit data by statistically processing the frequency range
data corresponding to each of the target antenna elements
obtained from the unit data. The averaging means is config-
ured to generate the section average frequency range data, as
the frequency range data after the time average, by perform-
ing the time average of the predetermined number of the
representative frequency range data generated by the above
statistic means corresponding to each of the unit data, to be
used for generating the predetermined number of the auto-
correlation matrices as the target on performing the average
calculation by the section average correlation matrix gener-
ating means. In particular, the frequency estimating means
estimates the reflected radar wave frequency, to be applied
when the auto-correlation matrix is generated, based on the
section average frequency range data generated by the aver-
age means every group of the predetermined number of the
auto-correlation matrices as the target of the average calcu-
lation by the section average correlation matrix generating
means. In addition, the averaging means is configured to
generate, as the section average frequency range data, the
frequency range data obtained by the weighting average of
the predetermined number of the representative frequency
range data, as the target of the average calculation, with the
weighting coefficients, to be applied to the auto-correlation
matrix generated by the unit data corresponding to the pre-
determined number of the representative frequency range
data.

In the radar device according to the present invention, the
statistic means is configured to generate, as the representative
frequency range data, the frequency range data obtained by
the equivalent average of the frequency range data obtained
from each of the target antenna elements.

In addition, the mixed noise amount estimating means is
configured to calculate, as a noise analyzed value every unit
data, a median value or an average value of the power in the
high frequency range in the sample of the target antenna
element, which is determined in advance for one or more
target antenna elements for noise analysis in the antenna
elements forming the array antenna. The mixed noise amount
estimating means then estimates the amount of noise mixed
into the unit data using the noise analyzed value of each target
antenna element.

Thus, it is possible for the radar device according to the
present invention to calculate the target azimuth with high
accuracy by performing the weighted average of the auto-
correlation matrices after estimating the amount of mixed
noise from the power in the high frequency range.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, instead of using the median value or the average value of
the power in the high frequency range in the sample of the
target antenna element for noise analysis, it is possible for the
mixed noise amount estimating means to estimate the amount
of'noise mixed into each unit data based on the average value,
as the noise analyzed value, of the power in all time domains
(or all time periods) of the sample of each of one or more the
predetermined number of the target antenna elements form-
ing the array antenna.

Instead of using the median value or the average value of
the power in the high frequency range in the sample, it is also
possible that the mixed noise amount estimating means is
configured to estimate the amount of noise mixed in the unit
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data using a time length, as the noise analyzed value, in the
time domain in which the power of the sample of the target
antenna element in noise analysis is not less than a threshold
value.

As described above, it is possible to calculate the target
azimuth with high accuracy by estimating the mixed noise
amount in the unit data based on the average value of the
power in all time domains or the time length in which the
power is not less than the predetermined value, and by per-
forming the weighting average of the auto-correlation matri-
ces.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, it is possible for the mixed noise amount estimating
means to estimate, as a mixed noise amount of the unit data,
an equivalent average value or a median value of the noise
analyzed values determined for each of the target antennal
elements.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, it is possible for the mixed noise amount estimating
means to estimate, as the amount if noise mixed into the unit
data, a noise analyzed value obtained for the target antenna
element.

On the other hand, in the radar device as another aspect of
the present invention, it is possible for the coefficient deter-
mining means to calculate a ratio ((1/q[i])/{(1/q[1]D+ . . .
+(1/q[N])} as the weighting coefficient wli], where w[i] is a
weighting coefficient to be applied to the i-th auto-correlation
matrix element Rxx [i] (i=1, . . ., N)), namely, the weighting
coefficient w[i] is applied to each of the auto-correlation
matrices from the first auto-correlation matrix element Rxx
[1] to the N-th auto correlation matrix Rxx [N] as the prede-
termined number of the target auto-correlation matrices to be
used for the average calculation by the section average cor-
relation matrix generating means, (1/q[i]) is an inverse value
of the mixed noise amount of the unit data estimated by the
mixed noise amount estimating means, and the value of {(1/
q[1D+ . . . +(1/qIN])} is a total sum of the inverse values
(1/q[i]) of the mixed noise amount corresponding to each of
the first auto-correlation matrix Rxx [1] to the N-th auto-
correlation matrix Rxx [N].

It is thereby possible to obtain the section average correla-
tion matrix by effectively weighting the auto-correlation
matrix using the above weighting coefficient w[i] according
to the amount of mixed noise.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, it is possible for the coefficient determining means to
compare the mixed noise amount of the unit data, to be used
when each of the auto-correlation matrices is generated, esti-
mated by the mixed noise amount estimating means with a
predetermined threshold value. The coefficient determining
means then sets the weighting coefficient to be applied to the
auto-correlation matrix, the mixed noise amount of which is
less than a predetermined threshold value, to a predetermined
first value. The coefficient determining means finally sets the
weighting coefficient to be applied to the auto-correlation
matrix, the mixed noise amount of which is not less than the
predetermined threshold value, to a predetermined second
value that is smaller than the predetermined first value.

Using the above procedure can determine the weighting
coefficient w[i] by a simple calculation. This decreases or
suppresses the processing load of the radar device. In the
above structure of the coefficient determining means, it is
possible to use the predetermined second value of more than
zero, or zero. That is, it is possible not to use the auto-
correlation matrix with the mixed noise amount of not less
than the predetermined threshold value in the calculation of
the section average correlation matrix. Still further, when the
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weighting coefficient w[i] is determined, it is possible to
normalize the sum of the weighting coefficients to one
according to demand.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, it is possible that the target azimuth calculating means is
comprised of a smoothed correlation matrix generating
means. This smoothed correlation matrix generating means is
configured to adjust the latest section correlation matrix by
smoothing the previous section average correlation matrix
generated by the section average correlation matrix generat-
ing means every generating cycle of the section average cor-
relation matrix in order to generate a smoothed correlation
matrix. The target azimuth calculating means is configured to
calculate the target azimuth of the target object by which the
transmission radar wave is reflected based on the smoothed
correlation matrix every generation of the section average
correlation matrix.

Calculating the target azimuth by the above procedure can
improve and increase the accuracy in calculation of the target
azimuth. The known radar device does not continuously
transmit radar waves, and intermittently transmits radar
waves. When considering the deterioration of the calculation
accuracy caused by the interference of the radar waves
between the driver’s vehicle and another vehicle, it can be
understood that interference does not always occur. From this
viewpoint, it is possible to calculate the target azimuth with
high accuracy while suppressing or avoiding the influence of
the section having a large amount of noise when the latest
section correlation matrix is adjusted by smoothing it using
the previous section correlation matrix.

It is also possible for the smoothed correlation matrix gen-
erating means to be configured to adjust the latest section
average correlation matrix R1, generated every cycle of gen-
erating the section average correlation matrix by the section
average correlation matrix generating means, based on the
previous correlation matrix R2pre generated in the previous
cycle and a predetermined forgetting factor §, and generate a
smoothed correlation matrix R2 in a current cycle using
Equation R2=f-R2pre+(1-p)-R1 . . . (10) by smoothing the
latest section average correlation matrix R1 using the previ-
ous section average correlation matrix generated by the sec-
tion correlation matrix generating means.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, it is preferable for the target azimuth calculating means
to have an adaptive judgment means configured to judge
whether or not the latest section average correlation matrix,
generated by the section average correlation matrix generat-
ing means, is used in the generation of the smoothed correla-
tion matrix based on the amount of noise mixed in the unit
data, generated by the mixed noise amount estimating means,
corresponding to each of the predetermined number of the
section average correlation matrices to be used when the
section average correlation matrix is generated every genera-
tion cycle of the section average correlation matrix.

That is, the smoothed correlation matrix generating means
is configured to adjust the latest section average correlation
matrix using the previous section average correlation matrix
generated in the previous cycle, and use the adjusted section
average correlation matrix as the smoothed correlation matrix
in the current cycle when the adaptive judgment means allows
the use of the latest section average correlation matrix, in
order that the latest section average correlation matrix is
smoothed using the previous section correlation matrix gen-
erated by the section average correlation matrix generating
means. Further, the smoothed correlation matrix generating
means is configured to generate the smoothed correlation
matrix in the current cycle only using the previous smoothed
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correlation matrix generated in the previous cycle without
using the latest section average correlation matrix when the
adaptive judgment means denies the use of the latest section
average correlation matrix.

The radar device having the above structure can avoid the
calculation of determining an error target azimuth because of
not using the section correlation matrix generated when the
amount of mixed noise is extremely large.

Specifically, the smoothed correlation matrix generating
means is configured to generate the smoothed correlation
matrix R2 of the current cycle using Equation R2=f3-R2pre+
(1-p)R1... (10) when the adaptive judgment means allows
the use of the latest section average correlation matrix. On the
other hand, when the adaptive judgment means denies the use
of' the latest section average correlation matrix, the smoothed
correlation matrix generating means uses the previous section
average correlation matrix generated in the previous cycle as
the smoothed correlation matrix R2 ofthe current cycle with-
out using the latest section average correlation matrix R1.

It is also possible for the adaptive judgment means to
calculate a weighted average of the amount of noise mixed
into the unit data by applying a weighting coefficient, which
is the same as the weighting coefficient (to be applied to the
auto-correlation matrix) determined by the coefficient deter-
mining means, to the amount of noise mixed into the unit data
corresponding to each of the predetermined number of the
auto-correlation matrices used on generating the latest sec-
tion correlation matrix. The adaptive judgment means allows
the use of the latest section average correlation matrix for
generating the smoothed correlation matrix when the calcu-
lated weighted average is not more than a predetermined
threshold value, and on the other hand, denies the use of the
latest section average correlation matrix for generating the
smoothed correlation matrix when the calculated weighted
average is more than the predetermined threshold value.

As described above, the adaptive judgment means having
the above configuration and function can avoid using the
section average correlation matrix generated when a large
amount of noise is entered to the unit data, and correctly avoid
causing an error to estimate a wrong azimuth of the target
object.

The techniques of the radar device having the above struc-
ture and functions, capable of calculating the weighted aver-
age of the frequency section data, and estimating the fre-
quency of the reflected radar wave based on the weighted
average, can be applied to a radar device capable of calculat-
ing a target position and traveling speed of the target object. In
other words, the concept of the radar device capable of esti-
mating the target azimuth of the target vehicle described
above can be applied to the radar device capable of calculat-
ing the target position and traveling speed of the target object
based on the power spectrum obtained by frequency analysis
using the equations (1) to (4).

In the radar device capable of obtaining the target informa-
tion of the target object based on received signals received by
an antenna as another aspect of the present invention, it is
possible for the transmitting and receiving means to transmit
a radar wave according to a frequency-modulated transmis-
sion signal, and mix the received signal obtained through the
antenna with the transmission signal in order to generate a
beat signal derived from the received signal and the beat
signal. The data collecting means obtains a sample of the beat
signal transferred from the transmitting and receiving means.

Further, it is possible for the target information calculating
means to estimate a reflected radar wave frequency as a fre-
quency of a reflected wave component, and obtain at least one

20

30

40

45

50

34

of'a target position and a traveling speed of the target object as
the target information based on the estimated reflected radar
waver frequency.

The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the con-
version means is configure to perform Fourier transformation
of the sample from time domain to frequency domain.

Itis also possible for the conversion means to be configured
to perform Fourier transformation of the sample from time
domain to frequency domain.

Still further, it is possible for the mixed noise amount
estimating means to calculate a median value or an average
value of the power in a predetermined high frequency range
every sample, and estimate the calculated median value or
average value as the amount of mixed noise.

Thus, estimating the amount of mixed noise from the
power in the high frequency range and performing the weigh-
ing average of the frequency range data make it possible to
calculate the target information with high accuracy while
suppressing the influence of noise.

In addition, it is acceptable for the mixed noise amount
estimating means to calculate an average value of the power
in all time domains of each sample instead of using the
median value or the average value of the power in the high
frequency range of the sample, and estimate the calculated
average value as the noise mixed value.

Furthermore, it is also possible for the mixed noise amount
estimating means to calculate a time length of the sample
when the power of the sample is not less than the predeter-
mined threshold value every sample, and set this calculated
time length to the mixed noise amount.

Thus, it is possible to calculate the target information of the
target object with high accuracy while suppressing the influ-
ence of noise by estimating the amount of mixed noise based
on the average value of the power in all of the time domain or
the time length of the power of not less than the predeter-
mined threshold value, and then performing the weighting
average of the frequency range data.

In the radar device as another aspect of the present inven-
tion, it is possible for the coefficient determining means to
determine a ratio ((1/q[i])/{(1/q[1])+ . . . +(1/q[N])} as the
weighting coefficient w[i], where this w[i] is a weighting
coefficient to be applied to the i-th frequency range data FJi]
(i=1, . . ., N)), namely, the weighting coefficient w[i] is
applied to each of the frequency range data from the first
frequency range data F[1] to the N-th frequency range data
F[N] as the predetermined number of the target frequency
range data to be used for the average calculation by the
average means, the value (1/q[i]) is an inverse value of the
mixed noise amount of the sample estimated by the mixed
noise amount estimating means, and the value of {(1/q
[1]D+. .. +(1/g[N])} is atotal sum of the inverse values (1/q[i])
of the mixed noise amount corresponding to each of the first
frequency range data F[1] to the N-th frequency range data
F[N].

Thus, determining the weighting coefficient w[i] by the
above procedure can calculate the section average frequency
range data by effectively weighting the frequency range data
according to the mixed noise amount.

In the radar device according to the present invention
described above, it is possible for the coefficient determining
means to compare the amount of noise mixed to the sample
estimated by the mixed noise amount estimating means with
a predetermined threshold value every each of the predeter-
mined number of the frequency range data, to be used for the
average calculation by the averaging means, where the
sample is data before the conversion to the frequency range
data. The coefficient determining means sets to a predeter-
mined first value the weighting coefficient to be applied to the
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frequency range data, the amount of mixed noise of which is
less than the predetermined threshold value. The coefficient
determining means further sets to a predetermined second
value the weighting coefficient to be applied to the frequency
range data, the mixed noise amount of which is not less than
the predetermined threshold value. In particular, the prede-
termined second value is smaller than the predetermined first
value.

While specific embodiments of the present invention have
been described in detail, it will be appreciated by those skilled
in the art that various modifications and alternatives to those
details could be developed in light of the overall teachings of
the disclosure. Accordingly, the particular arrangements dis-
closed are meant to be illustrative only and not to limit the
scope of the present invention which is to be given the full
breadth of the following claims and all equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A radar device capable of determining an azimuth of a
target object based on received signals corresponding to
reflected radar waves reflected by the target object, compris-
ing:

transmitting and receiving means configured to transmit

radar waves, and then receive reflected radar waves
reflected by the target object through an array antenna
composed of antenna elements, and generate and trans-
fer received signals corresponding to the reflected radar
waves;

data collecting means configured to repeatedly perform:

receiving the received signals transferred from the trans-
mitting and receiving means;

obtaining samples corresponding to the received sig-
nals; and

generating unit data as a set of the samples of each of the
antenna elements;

auto-correlation matrix generating means configured to

generate an auto-correlation matrix based on each unit
data;

section average correlation matrix generating means con-

figured to execute a process of calculating an average in
time of a predetermined number of the auto-correlation
matrix of each unit data generated by the auto-correla-
tion matrix generating means, and generate a section
average correlation matrix as an auto-correlation matrix
after the time average process;

target azimuth calculating means configured to calculate

an azimuth of the target object based on the section
average correlation matrices generated by the section
average correlation matrix generating means;

mixed noise amount estimating means configured to esti-

mate an amount of noise mixed in each unit data; and

coefficient determining means configured to determine a

weighting coefficient to be applied to each of the prede-
termined number of the auto-correlation matrices,
which is a target of calculating the average performed by
the section average correlation matrix generating means,
based on the amount of noise mixed in the unit data
estimated by the mixed noise amount estimating means,
wherein the section average correlation matrix generating
means applies the weighting coefficients determined by
the coefficient determining means to each of the prede-
termined number of the auto-correlation matrices, and
generates an auto-correlation matrix by performing the
weighting average of the predetermined number of the
auto-correlation matrices using the weighting coeffi-
cients obtained by the coefficient determining means.

2. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the

transmitting and receiving means is configured to transmit the
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radar wave according to a frequency modulated transmission
signal, and mix the received signals through the antenna
elements forming the array antenna and the transmission
signals together in order to generate a beat signal derived
from the received signals and the transmission signals, and
the data collecting means is configured to obtain the
samples of the beat signal transferred from the transmit-
ting and receiving means in order to generated the unit
data.

3. The radar device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing:

conversion means configured to convert the samples of

each of the antenna elements, which forms the unit data,
to a frequency domain from a time domain in order to
generate frequency range data of each of the antenna
elements; and

frequency estimating means configured to estimate a

reflected radar wave frequency as a frequency of the
reflected radar wave based on the frequency range data
of at least one of the antenna elements which is deter-
mined in advance in the array antenna,

wherein the auto-correlation matrix generating means is

configured to generate an auto-correlation matrix of a
received vector in which the frequency range data of
each ofthe antenna elements, generated based on each of
the unit data, at the reflected radar wave frequency esti-
mated by the frequency estimating means are arranged
as vector elements,

and

the frequency estimating means is configured to estimate

the reflected radar wave frequency to be used when the
auto-correlation matrix is generated every group of the
predetermined number of the auto-correlation matrices
to be used when the section average correlation matrix
generating means performs the weighting average.

4. The radar device according to claim 3, wherein the
conversion means is configured to perform Fourier transform
to convert the samples of each of the antenna elements from a
time domain to a frequency domain.

5. The radar device according to claim 3, wherein the
frequency estimating means comprises averaging means con-
figured to section average frequency range data as the fre-
quency range data after completion of performing the time
average every target antenna element by executing the time
average of the predetermined number of frequency range
data, every target antenna element, in the frequency range
data to be used for generating the predetermined number of
the auto-correlation matrices as the target in the average cal-
culation of the section average correlation matrix generating
means,

wherein the frequency estimating means is configured to

estimate the reflected radar wave frequency to be used of
generating the auto-correlation matrixes based on the
section average frequency range data of each of the
target antenna elements generated by the averaging
means every group of the predetermined number of the
auto-correlation matrices as the target of the average
calculation of the section average correlation matrix
generating means, and

the averaging means is configured to generate, as the sec-

tion average frequency range data, frequency range data
as a weighted average of the predetermined number of
the frequency range data using the corresponding
weighting coefficients every target antenna element by
applying the weighting coefficients to each of the pre-
determined number of the frequency range data, where
the weighting coefficients are determined by the coeffi-
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cient determining means and to be applied to the auto-
correlation matrices generated based on each of the pre-
determined number of the frequency range data.

6. The radar device according to claim 5, wherein the
frequency estimating means is configured to estimate the
reflected radar wave frequency based on the frequency range
data obtained by performing an equivalent average of the
section average frequency range data obtained from each of
the target antenna elements.

7. The radar device according to claim 3, wherein the
frequency estimating means comprises;

statistic means configured to generate representative fre-

quency range data every unit data by statistically pro-
cessing the frequency range data corresponding to each
of the target antenna elements obtained from the unit
data; and

averaging means configured to generate the section aver-

age frequency range data, as the frequency range data
after the time average, by performing the time average of
the predetermined number of the representative fre-
quency range data generated by the statistic means cor-
responding to each of the unit data, to be used for gen-
erating the predetermined number of the auto-
correlation matrices as the target on performing the
average calculation by the section average correlation
matrix generating means,

wherein the frequency estimating means estimates the

reflected radar wave frequency, to be applied when the
auto-correlation matrix is generated, based on the sec-
tion average frequency range data generated by the aver-
age means every group of the predetermined number of
the auto-correlation matrices as the target in calculation
by the section average correlation matrix generating
means, and

the averaging means is configured to generate, as the sec-

tion average frequency range data, the frequency range
data obtained by the weighting average of the predeter-
mined number of the representative frequency range
data, as the target of the average calculation, with the
weighting coefficients, to be applied to the auto-corre-
lation matrix generated by the unit data corresponding to
the predetermined number of the representative fre-
quency range data.

8. The radar device according to claim 7, wherein the
statistic means is configured to generate, as the representative
frequency range data, the frequency range data obtained by
equivalent average of the frequency range data obtained from
each of the target antenna elements.

9. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the
mixed noise amount estimating means is configured to:

calculate, as an analyzed noise value every unit data, a

median value or an average value of the power in the
high frequency range in the samples of one or more
antenna elements, which is determined in advance as the
target antenna elements for noise analysis in the antenna
elements forming the array antenna; and

estimate the amount of noise mixed into the unit data using

the noise analyzed value of each unit data.

10. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the
mixed noise amount estimating means is configured to:

calculate an average value of the power in all time domains

in the samples of the target antenna element, as the
analyzed noise value, which is determined in advance as
the target antenna elements for noise analysis in the
antenna elements forming the array antenna; and
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estimate the amount of noise mixed into each unit data
based on the average value of each target antenna ele-
ment.
11. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the
mixed noise amount estimating means is configured to:
obtain a time length of not less than a threshold value in the
time domain ofthe sample of the target antenna element,
as the analyzed noise value, which is determined in
advance as the target antenna elements for noise analysis
in the antenna elements forming the array antenna; and

estimate the amount of noise mixed in the unit data based
on the time length of each target antenna element.

12. The radar device according to claim 9, wherein the
number of the target antenna elements for noise analysis is not
less than two, and the mixed noise amount estimating means
is configured to estimate, as a amount of noise mixed to the
unit data, an equivalent average value or a median value of the
noise analyzed values determined for each of the target anten-
nal elements.

13. The radar device according to claim 9, wherein the
number of the target antenna elements for noise analysis is
one, and the mixed noise amount estimating means is used as
a noise analyzed value of the target antenna element as the
amount of noise mixed to the unit data.

14. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the
coefficient determining means is configured to calculate a
ratio (1/q[i])/{(1/q[1])+ . . . +(1/q[N])} as the weighting coef-
ficient w[i], where w[i] is a weighting coefficient to be applied
to the i-th auto-correlation matrix element Rxx [i] (i=1, . . .,
N), wherein, the weighting coefficient w[i] is applied to each
ofthe auto-correlation matrices from the first auto-correlation
matrix element Rxx [1] to the N-th auto correlation matrix
element Rxx [N] as the predetermined number of the target
auto-correlation matrices to be used for the average calcula-
tion by the section average correlation matrix generating
means, (1/q[i]) is an inverse value of the amount of noise
mixed to the unit data estimated by the mixed noise amount
estimating means, and the value of {(1/q[1])+ . . . +(1/q[N]}
is a total sum of the inverse values (1/q[i]) of the amount of
mixed noise corresponding to each of the first auto-correla-
tion matrix element Rxx [1] to the N-th auto-correlation
matrix element Rxx [N].

15. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the
coefficient determining means is configured to:

compare the amount of noise mixed into the unit data, to be

used when each of the auto-correlation matrices is gen-
erated, estimated by the mixed noise amount estimating
means, with a predetermined threshold value,

sets the weighting coefficient to be applied to the auto-

correlation matrix, the amount of mixed noise of which
is less than a predetermined threshold value, to a prede-
termined first value, and

sets the weighting coefficient to be applied to the auto-

correlation matrix, the amount of mixed noise of which
is not less than the predetermined threshold value, to a
predetermined second value that is smaller than the pre-
determined first value.

16. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein the
target azimuth calculating means comprises smoothed corre-
lation matrix generating means configured to adjust the latest
section correlation matrix by smoothing the previous section
average correlation matrix generated by the section average
correlation matrix generating means every generating cycle
of the section average correlation matrix in order to generate
a smoothed correlation matrix, and

the target azimuth calculating means is configured to cal-

culate the target azimuth of the target object by which
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the transmission radar wave is reflected based on the
smoothed correlation matrix every generation cycle of
the section average correlation matrix.

17. The radar device according to claim 16, wherein the
smoothed correlation matrix generating means is configured
to adjust the latest section average correlation matrix R1,
generated every cycle of generating the section average cor-
relation matrix by the section average correlation matrix gen-
erating means, based on the previous correlation matrix R2,,
generated in the previous cycle and a predetermined forget-
ting factor {3, and generate a smoothed correlation matrix R2
in a current cycle using Equation R2=3-R2,,, +(1-f)-R1 by
smoothing the latest section average correlation matrix R1
using the previous section average correlation matrix gener-
ated by the section correlation matrix generating means.

18. The radar device according to claim 16, wherein the
target azimuth calculating means comprises an adaptive judg-
ment means configured to judge whether or not the latest
section average correlation matrix, generated by the section
average correlation matrix generating means, is used in the
generation of the smoothed correlation matrix based on the
amount of noise mixed in the unit data, generated by the
mixed noise amount estimating means, corresponding to each
of the predetermined number of the section average correla-
tion matrices to be used when the section average correlation
matrix is generated every generation cycle of the section
average correlation matrix,

wherein the smoothed correlation matrix generating means

is configured to adjust the latest section average corre-
lation matrix using the previous section average corre-
lation matrix generated in the previous cycle, and use the
adjusted section average correlation matrix as the
smoothed correlation matrix in the current cycle when
the adaptive judgment means allows the use of the latest
section average correlation matrix, in order that the lat-
est section average correlation matrix is smoothed using
the previous section correlation matrix generated by the
section average correlation matrix generating means,
and

the smoothed correlation matrix generating means is con-

figured to generate the smoothed correlation matrix in
the current cycle only using the previous smoothed cor-
relation matrix generated in the previous cycle without
using the latest section average correlation matrix when
the adaptive judgment means denies the use of the latest
section average correlation matrix.

19. The radar device according to claim 18, wherein the
smoothed correlation matrix generating means is configured
to generate the smoothed correlation matrix R2 in the current
cycle using Equation R2=f-R2pre+(1-f)-R1 by adjusting the
latest section average correlation matrix R1 with the
smoothed correlation matrix R2pre generated in the previous
cycle and the predetermined forgetting factor § when the
adaptive judgment means allows the use of the latest section
average correlation matrix, in order to smooth the latest sec-
tion average correlation matrix R1 using the previous section
average correlation matrix, and

the smoothed correlation matrix generating means is con-

figured to determine the smoothed correlation matrix
R2pre generated in the previous cycle as the smoothed
correlation matrix R2 in the current cycle without using
the latest section average correlation matrix R1 when the
adaptive judgment means denies the use of the latest
section average correlation matrix.

20. The radar device according to claim 18, wherein the
adaptive judgment means calculates a weighted average of
the amount of noise mixed to the unit data by applying a
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weighting coefficient, which is the same as the weighting
coefficient determined as the weighting coefficient applied to
the auto-correlation matrix by the coefficient determining
means, to the amount of noise mixed to the unit data corre-
sponding to each of the predetermined number of the auto-
correlation matrices used when the latest section correlation
matrix is generated,

the adaptive judgment means allows the use of the latest

section average correlation matrix for generating the
smoothed correlation matrix when the calculated
weighted average is not more than a predetermined
threshold value, and denies the use of the latest section
average correlation matrix for generating the smoothed
correlation matrix when the calculated weighted aver-
age is more than the predetermined threshold value.

21. A radar device capable of calculating target informa-
tion of a target object based on received signals correspond-
ing to reflected radar waves reflected by the target object,
comprising:

transmitting and receiving means configured to transmit a

radar wave and receive a reflected radar wave reflected
by the target object through an antenna, and generate and
transfer received signals corresponding to the reflected
radar waves;

data collecting means configured to repeatedly obtain

samples of the received signals transferred from the
transmitting and receiving means;

conversion means configured to convert the sample in time

domain to the sample in frequency domain in order to
generate frequency range data;

mixed noise amount estimating means configured to esti-

mate an amount of noise mixed into each of the samples
obtained by the data collecting means;

average means configured to generate section average fre-

quency range data as the frequency range data after time
average by performing a time average of the frequency
range data corresponding to the predetermined number
of samples generated by the conversion means;

target information calculating means configured to obtain

the target information based on the section average fre-
quency range data generated by the average means; and

coefficient determining means configured to determine a

weighting coefficient, to be applied to each of the pre-
determined number of the frequency range data as the
target of calculating the section average frequency data
by the average means, based on the amount of mixed
noise estimated by the mixed noise amount estimating
means, in the sample before the conversion to the fre-
quency range data, estimated by the mixed noise amount
estimating means,

wherein the average means is configured to apply the

weighting coefficient determined by the coefficient
determining means to each of the predetermined number
of the frequency range data in order to generate the
frequency range data, as the section average frequency
range data, obtained by performing the weighting aver-
age of the predetermined number of the frequency range
data using the weighting coefficient determined by the
coefficient determining means.

22. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
transmitting and receiving means transmits a radar wave
according to a transmission signal which is frequency-modu-
lated, and mixes the received signal obtained through the
antenna with the transmission signal in order to generate a
beat signal derived from the received signal and the beat
signal,
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the data collecting means obtains a sample from the beat
signal transferred from the transmitting and receiving
means, and

the target information calculating means is configured to

estimate a reflected radar wave frequency as a frequency
of a reflected wave component, and obtain at least one of
atarget position and a traveling speed of the target object
as the target information based on the estimated
reflected radar waver frequency.

23. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
conversion means is configure to perform Fourier transfor-
mation of the sample from time domain to frequency domain.

24. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
mixed noise amount estimating means is configured to obtain
a median value or an average value of the power in a prede-
termined high frequency range every sample, and estimate the
median value or the average value as the amount of mixed
noise.

25. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
mixed noise amount estimating means calculates an average
value of the power in all time domains of each sample, and
estimate the calculated average value as the noise mixed
value.

26. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
mixed noise amount estimating means calculates a time
length of the sample when the power of each sample is not less
than the predetermined threshold value, and sets the esti-
mated time length to the amount of mixed noise.

27. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
coefficient determining means is configured to determine the
weighting coefficient w[i] (where, w[i] is a weighting coeffi-
cient w[i] as a ratio (1/q[i])/{(1/q[1])+ . . . +(1/q[N])} of an
inverse value (1/q[i]) of the amount q[i] of mixed noise and a
total sum {(1/q[1])+ . . . +(1/q[N])} of inverse values (1/q[i])
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of the amount of mixed noise corresponding to each of the
first frequency range data F[1] to the N-th frequency range
data F[N],
where the weighting coefficient wli] is a weighting coeffi-
cient to be applied to the i-th frequency range data F[i]
(i=1, . .. N)) from the first frequency range data F[1] to
the N-th frequency range data F[N] as the predetermined
number of the frequency range data in the target of the
average calculation by the average means, and
the amount q[i] of mixed noise is estimated by the mixed
noise amount estimating means, and to be applied to the
sample as the data before the conversion to the frequency
range data F[i] to which the weighting coefficient w[i] is
applied.
28. The radar device according to claim 21, wherein the
coefficient determining means is configured to:
compare the amount of noise mixed to the sample esti-
mated by the mixed noise amount estimating means with
a predetermined threshold value every each of the pre-
determined number of the frequency range data to be
used for the average calculation by the averaging means,
where the sample is data before the conversion to the
frequency range data;
set, to a predetermined first value, the weighting coefficient
to be applied to the frequency range data, the amount of
mixed noise of which is less than the predetermined
threshold value, and
set, to a predetermined second value, the weighting coet-
ficient to be applied to the frequency range data, the
amount of mixed noise of which is not less than the
predetermined threshold value,
wherein the predetermined second value is smaller than the
predetermined first value.
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