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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR OPERATING A
RADAR SYSTEM IN A CONTINUOUS WAVE
MODE FOR DATA COMMUNICATION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to the operation of
radar systems for communication. More specifically, the
invention relates to a system and a method for operating a
radar system in a continuous wave mode for communicating
information.

BACKGROUND

Both military and commercial vehicles commonly include
radar systems for identifying fixed and moving objects, ter-
rain and weather, among other things. Such vehicles can
include aircraft, land vehicles, ships or other vehicles having
radar systems. Users of military and commercial vehicles
often need to communicate information with other such users
or various base stations. Conventional communication sys-
tems for such vehicles often allow for only low bandwidth
communications using limited radio frequency (RF) power.
In general, such limited communication systems are separate
and independent systems from the radar systems.

The radar systems in such vehicles generally include active
electronically scanned arrays (AESA) or active phased array
radar systems which can identify the range, altitude, direc-
tion, or speed of both moving and fixed objects such as air-
craft, ships, motor vehicles, weather formations, and terrain.
Active array radar systems are electrically steerable. Thus,
unlike mechanical arrays, active arrays are capable of steering
electromagnetic waves used for radar without physical move-
ment. Such electronically steered antennas include individu-
ally electronically controlled steering devices behind each
antenna element. Each steering device can manipulate the
time delay or phase of the signal passing through it. With a
beam steering computer controlling each element, the beam
direction and shape can be digitally controlled within a rela-
tively short time period.

Users of military and commercial vehicles today need to
send and receive information about terrain, weather, threats
and targets. Such information can be stored in digital files
such as image files, video files or real-time data files, which
are often large in size. This information is often time sensitive
and may therefore need to be communicated very rapidly.
Systems capable of enabling the communication of large data
files over long distances for users of such vehicles have been
proposed. However, such communication systems typically
require sophisticated and bulky antennas which introduce
interference with other on-board antenna systems. Also, such
proposed systems can require a number of additional elec-
tronic components. Therefore, a system enabling high speed
communication of large data files over long distances for
commercial and military vehicles is needed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Aspects of the invention relate to operation of a radar
system in a continuous wave mode for communicating infor-
mation. In one embodiment, the invention relates to a system
and a method for operating a radar system, having an antenna
including a plurality of active array elements, in a continuous
wave mode to communicate information, including receiving
an instruction to enter the continuous wave mode, loading a
plurality of tables, where each table includes information
indicative of a primary group of the active array elements to
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be activated and a secondary group of elements to be deacti-
vated, receiving a communication signal to be transmitted,
and providing, repeatedly, the communication signal, for a
preselected period of time, to the primary group of elements
of each of the plurality of tables. In other embodiments, the
loading the plurality of tables includes creating the plurality
of'tables. In one such case, the creating the plurality of tables
includes dividing, randomly, the plurality of active array ele-
ments into each of the primary groups.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a commu-
nication system including an active array radar system com-
municating at high speeds with a continuous wave receiving
device in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an active
array radar system having an active array antenna controlled
by a beam steering computer in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of a beam steering
computer in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a table illustrating array element assignments for
four discrete groups of active array elements in a active array
radar system in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a table illustrating a first group of array elements
to be activated in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a table illustrating a second group of array ele-
ments to be activated in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a table illustrating a third group of array elements
to be activated in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 is a table illustrating a fourth group of array ele-
ments to be activated in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a process for operating an active
array radar system in a continuous wave mode to enable data
communication in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 10 is a graph of bit error rate for an active array radar
system operating in a continuous wave mode in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an active
array radar system configured for use as a communication
system and for use as a radar system in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, embodiments of active
array radar systems that operate in a continuous wave mode to
enable data communication are illustrated. In many embodi-
ments, the active array radar systems also operate in a con-
ventional mode to enable radar functionality. Embodiments
of active array radar systems operating in continuous wave
modes can randomly assign each of the active array antenna
elements to a number of discrete groups of elements. In many
embodiments, the elements of each of the groups of elements
are activated repeatedly in a round robin fashion for an equal
period of time while the elements of the other groups are
deactivated. In a number of such embodiments, the radar
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system effectively transmits a beam that appears continuous
even though not all of the elements are activated simulta-
neously.

In many embodiments, active array radar systems operat-
ing in continuous wave mode can communicate with conven-
tional continuous wave communication systems. As the
majority of conventional communication devices in use today
operate in continuous wave modes, embodiments of the cur-
rent invention can enable communication with a wide range
of conventional devices and communication systems without
requiring additional components for commercial and military
vehicles already having active array radar systems.

Continuous wave radar systems have been proposed. For
example, a continuous wave range measuring system is
describedin U.S. Pat. No. 5,999,119 to Carnes et al. However,
such systems have not used continuous wave radar for com-
munications. In addition, such systems have not incorporated
continuous wave operation with active array radar systems.
Instead, such conventional systems typically include an
antenna specifically designed for use with a continuous wave
radar system.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a commu-
nication system 100 including an active array radar system
102 communicating at high speeds with a continuous wave
receiving device 104 in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention. The active array radar system 102
includes an active array antenna 106 having a number of
active array elements (not shown) operated in a continuous
wave mode by a beam steering computer (not shown). In the
illustrated embodiment, data is transmitted by the continuous
wave radar system 102 to the receiving device 104 over a
distance of approximately one mile. In other embodiments,
the radar system can communicate across much longer dis-
tances.

In one embodiment, the continuous wave radar system 102
operates in the X-Band at approximately 9.85 gigahertz
(GHz). In other embodiments, the continuous wave radar
system can communicate using other carrier frequencies. In
several embodiments, the continuous wave radar system 102
sends and receives data at up to, or above, 45 mega bits per
second (Mbps). In a number of embodiments, the communi-
cation system 100 is an experimental system that demon-
strates use of a continuous wave mode for an active array
antenna operating in a high speed data communication mode.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an active
array radar system 202 having an active array antenna 206
controlled by a beam steering computer 208 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention. The radar
system 202 includes the active array antenna 206 coupled to
the beam steering computer 208 and to a modem 210. In
operation, the modem 210 receives information to be trans-
mitted from a data source. The modem 210 modulates the
information onto a carrier signal and provides the modulated
signal, including the encoded information, at the carrier fre-
quencies to the active array antenna 206 to be transmitted.

The beam steering computer 208 controls steerable phase
control elements of the active elements of the active array
antenna 206. The beam steering computer 208 can receive a
number of tables having groups of elements collectively rep-
resenting each of the elements of the active array antenna 206.
The beam steering computer 208 can receive the tables from
an external device (not shown) and store them in one or more
buffer modules 212 of'the active array antenna 206. In several
embodiments, the beam steering computer 208 creates the
tables by randomly assigning elements of the active array
antenna to each group such that all of the elements are
assigned and the sizes of all of the groups are approximately
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equal. In other embodiments, the external device or other
means creates the tables by randomly assigning elements of
the active array to each group such that all of the elements are
assigned and the sizes of all of the groups are approximately
equal. In one embodiment, the number of tables, or corre-
sponding groups of elements, can be four. For example, an
active array antenna can have 400 elements. In such case, the
400 elements can be randomly assigned to four groups of 100
elements that can be activated independently in a round robin
fashion. In a number of embodiments, the number of tables/
groups can be greater than or equal to two. In other embodi-
ments, data structures other than tables can be used to store
groups of elements to be activated.

The active array antenna 206 can be an active electronically
scanned array (AESA) or active phased array antenna having
a number of individual antenna elements (not shown). The
active array antenna 206 can include a number of individually
electronically controlled steering devices (not shown)
coupled to each antenna element. Each steering device can
manipulate the time delay or phase of the signal passing
through it. In a number of embodiments, the steering device is
aphase shifter. With the beam steering computer 208 control-
ling each element, the beam direction and shape can be digi-
tally controlled within a relatively short time period.
Examples of active array antenna systems can be found in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,366,259 to Pruett et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,965,
349 to Livingston et al., and U.S. Pat. No. 7,274,328 to
Mclntire et al., the entire content of each patent is expressly
incorporated herein by reference.

In the illustrated embodiment, the modem 210 is a tactical
common data link (T-CDL) type modem. The modem 210 can
be configured for either surface or airborne use. The modem
can be compliant with the CDL specification. The Common
Data Link (CDL) specification and associated communica-
tion program is designed to achieve data link interoperability
and provide seamless communications between multiple
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) systems
operated by armed services and government agencies. The
CDL specification can provide for full-duplex, jam resistant,
digital microwave communications between the ISR sensor,
sensor platform, and surface terminals. The CDL program
can establish data link standards and specifications identify-
ing compatibility and interoperability requirements between
collection platforms and surface terminals across user orga-
nizations.

The modem 210 can operate in the X-Band. In some
embodiments, the modem 210 operates at approximately 9.85
GHz and supports data rates of up to 45 Mbps. In many
embodiments, the modem uses phase modulation to exchange
data with other communication terminals/nodes. In several
embodiments, the modem includes input/output ports sup-
porting Ethernet and RS-232 protocols. In the illustrated
embodiment, the modem can be coupled to a data source
providing data via an Ethernet connection. In one embodi-
ment, the modem is an off the shelf type component. In some
embodiments, any suitable CDL compliant modem or any
modem capable of supporting continuous wave communica-
tions can be used.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of a beam steering
computer 300 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. The beam steering computer 300 includes
a processor 302 coupled to a random access memory (RAM)
304, a non-volatile memory or storage device 306, a network
interface 308, a pointing device 310, a keyboard 312, a dis-
play 314, and a driver module 316 for driving array elements.
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In other embodiments, the beam steering computer can
include only some of these components. In some embodi-
ments, the beam steering computer can have additional com-
ponents.

In operation, the beam steering computer can operate as
described previously in the discussion of FIG. 2. In some
embodiments, the beam steering computer can operate as
described subsequently in the discussion of FIG. 9.

FIG. 4 is a table 400 illustrating array element assignments
for four discrete groups of active array elements in a active
array radar system in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. The table 400 illustrates a 20 by 20 two
dimensional array, having a total of 400 elements, represent-
ing each of the elements of an active array antenna. Each
element has been randomly assigned to one of four groups
(1-4). In some embodiments, a beam steering computer can
randomly assign the active array elements. In other embodi-
ments, another means can be used to randomly assign the
active array elements. In one such case, the table 400 is
loaded, or received, by the beam steering computer before it
operates the antenna in a continuous wave mode. In some
embodiments, the array elements are systematically assigned
(e.g., not by random).

In the illustrated embodiment, each element of the active
array is randomly assigned to one of four groups. In most
embodiments, the elements can be assigned to two or more
groups. In one such embodiment, the elements can be
assigned to more than four groups. In many embodiments, the
number of elements assigned to each of the discrete groups is
approximately equal. In the embodiment illustrated in FI1G. 4,
the table includes 400 elements. In other embodiments, the
table can include any number of elements.

FIG. 5 is a table 500 illustrating a first group of array
elements to be activated in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. The table 500 includes the same
number of elements, 400, as the table of FIG. 4. The elements
in the table having a “1”, primary elements, can be turned on,
or activated, in the active array antenna at a particular time.
The elements not having the “1”, secondary elements, can be
turned off, or deactivated, in the active array antenna at the
same time that those “1” elements are activated. The “1” can
be indicative of a first of four groups of elements.

FIG. 6 is a table 600 illustrating a second group of array
elements to be activated in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. The table 600 includes the same
number of elements, 400, as the table of FIG. 4. The elements
in the table having a “2”, primary elements, can be turned on,
or activated, in the active array antenna at a particular time.
The elements not having the “2”, secondary elements, can be
turned off, or deactivated, in the active array antenna at the
same time that those “2” elements are activated. The “2” can
be indicative of a second of four groups of elements.

FIG. 7 is a table 700 illustrating a third group of array
elements to be activated in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. The table 700 includes the same
number of elements, 400, as the table of FIG. 4. The elements
in the table having a “3”, primary elements, are to be turned
on, or activated, in the active array antenna at a particular
time. The elements not having the “3”, secondary elements,
are to be turned off, or deactivated, in the active array antenna,
atthe same time that those “3” elements are activated. The “3”
can be indicative of a third of four groups of elements.

FIG. 8 is a table 800 illustrating a fourth group of array
elements to be activated in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. The table 800 includes the same
number of elements, 400, as the table of FIG. 4. The elements
in the table having a “4”, primary elements, can be turned on,
or activated, in the active array antenna at a particular time.
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The elements not having the “4”, secondary elements, can be
turned off, or deactivated, in the active array antenna at the
same time that those “4” elements are activated. The “4” can
be indicative of a fourth of four groups of elements.

In a number of embodiments, the beam steering computer
can cycle through each of the tables described in FIGS. 5-8 for
aperiod of time in order to generate a continuous wave signal.
In some embodiments, the continuous wave signal can
include a carrier signal at a particular frequency along with
data modulated on to the carrier signal by a modem. The
continuous wave signal can be driven with more power and at
a greater range than a conventional modulated data signal. In
several embodiments, the continuous wave signal appears
continuous to a receiver despite the cycled activation of
groups of antenna elements.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a process 900 for operating an
active array radar system in a continuous wave mode to
enable data communication in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention. The process receives (902)
information including four tables, where each of the four
tables defines a discrete group of elements that is a subset of
the total array elements of the active array radar system. In
particular embodiments, the four tables illustrated in FIGS. 5
to 8 can be used. In other embodiments, the information
received can include less than or greater than four tables. The
process then determines (904) whether a command to enter a
continuous wave mode has been received. If no such com-
mand has been received, the process returns to determining
(904) whether the command has been received. In effect, the
process can wait until the command to enter a continuous
wave mode has been received. In some embodiments, the
process performs actions typical of a radar system while the
process waits for the command to enter a continuous wave
mode.

If the command to enter a continuous wave mode is
received, the process activates (906) a group of array elements
defined by the first of the four tables for a predetermined
period of time. In many embodiments, the first table includes
a primary group of elements to be activated and a secondary
group of elements to be deactivated. In many embodiments,
the process activates the primary elements in the first table
while deactivating the secondary elements. After the prede-
termined period of time for the first table, the process acti-
vates (908) a group of array elements defined by the second of
the four tables for a predetermined period of time. In many
embodiments, the second table includes a primary group of
elements to be activated and a secondary group of elements to
be deactivated. In many embodiments, the process activates
the primary elements in the second table while deactivating
the secondary elements. In many embodiments, the predeter-
mined period of time for the second table is the same as the
predetermined period of time for the first table.

After the predetermined period of time for the second table,
the process activates (910) a group of array elements defined
by the third of the four tables for a predetermined period of
time. In many embodiments, the third table includes a pri-
mary group of elements to be activated and a secondary group
of elements to be deactivated. In many embodiments, the
process activates the primary elements in the third table while
deactivating the secondary elements.

After the predetermined period of time for the third table,
the process activates (912) a group of array elements defined
by the fourth of the four tables for a predetermined period of
time. In many embodiments, the fourth table includes a pri-
mary group of elements to be activated and a secondary group
of elements to be deactivated. In many embodiments, the
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process activates the primary elements in the fourth table
while deactivating the secondary elements. After the prede-
termined period of time for the fourth table, the process
returns to determining (904) whether the command for enter-
ing the continuous wave mode is present. If so, the process
can repeat the cycle of activating the elements in each of the
tables, or groups of elements.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9, the process
receives information including the four tables, where each of
the four tables defines a discrete subset of the total array
elements of the active array radar system to be activated. In
other embodiments, the process does not receive the four
tables but creates the four tables instead or other suitable data
structures. In such case, the process determines the total num-
ber of elements in the active array antenna, randomly assigns
a discrete subset of the total array elements to a group, and
assembles a table for each group.

In a number of embodiments, each of the four tables
received are sparse tables that are activated just 25 percent of
the time while the continuous wave mode is enabled. In the
illustrated embodiment, the four tables are cycled through in
a modulo four fashion. In one embodiment, the predeter-
mined time of operation for each cycle can be approximately
800 micro seconds. In operation, during the time that the
continuous wave mode is enabled, the active array can be in a
continuous wave transmit mode for 100 percent of the time
while each array element is only in the continuous wave
transmit mode for 25 percent of the time. In such case, sub-
stantial power savings can be achieved, and the active array
radar system can be operated in a continuous wave mode with
good range. In another embodiment, the power provided to
the active array antenna can be lowered without cycling the
elements in the modulo four fashion. In such case, the power
consumption is higher and the range is reduced.

In one embodiment, the process can perform the illustrated
actions in any order. In another embodiment, the process can
omit one or more of the actions. In some embodiments, the
process performs additional actions in conjunction with the
process. In other embodiments, one or more of the actions are
performed simultaneously.

FIG. 10 is a graph 1000 of bit error rate for an active array
radar system operating in a continuous wave mode in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention. In par-
ticular embodiments, the graph 1000 illustrates the perfor-
mance of the active array radar system 102 of FIG. 1
communicating at high speeds with the continuous wave
receiving device 104 of FIG. 1. The graph 1000 includes a
vertical axis depicting bit error rate (BER) and a horizontal
axis depicting a ratio of energy per bit to noise power spectral
density, or Eb/No.

The graph 1000 also includes four waveforms. The first
waveform 1002 illustrates the smallest possible bit error rate,
a theoretical minimum. The second waveform 1004 illus-
trates a bit error rate of the radar system as the radar portion of
the system is bypassed. The second waveform 1004 can be
thought of as a system baseline for the bit error rate. The third
waveform 1006 illustrates the performance of the active array
radar system to the radiating elements of the antenna, or boom
horn. The fourth waveform 1008 illustrates the bit error rate at
the receiving device. In many embodiments, the bit error rate
at the receiving device 1008 is relatively small compared to
the bit error rate seen without transmission to the receiver
1006 (e.g., at the radiating elements of the antenna). In a
number of embodiments, the graph 1000 of bit error rate
indicates that an active array radar system can be operated in
a continuous wave mode for communication with minimal
and/or acceptable data loss.
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FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an active
array radar communication system 1100 configured for use as
a communication system and for use as a radar system in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
The active array radar communication system 1100 includes
an active array antenna system 1102, a beam splitter 1104, a
modem 1106, a receiver/exciter (REX) 1108, and a control
computer 1110. The control computer 1110 includes a couple
of input/output (110) ports 1112 for communicating with
other devices. The active array antenna system 1102 includes
a beam steering computer 1114 for controlling steering
devices (not shown) in the active array antenna and for con-
trolling antenna array elements (not shown) in a continuous
wave mode.

The beam splitter 1104 is coupled to the antenna system
1102 by transmit and receive channels. The beam splitter
1104 receives a toggle control signal 1116 from the control
computer 1110. The beam splitter 1104 also generates a sig-
nal 1118 indicative of signal integrity measured at the beam
splitter and provides it to the control computer 1110. The
beam splitter 1104 is also coupled to the REX 1108 by trans-
mit and receive channels. The REX 1108 is coupled by a
bi-directional channel, or possibly by transmit and receive
channels, to the control computer 1110. The beam splitter
1104 is also coupled to a CDL modem 1106 by transmit and
receive channels. In many embodiments, the transmit and
receive channels between the beam splitter 1104 and the CDL
modem 1106 transport X-Band signals. In general, the fre-
quency of X-Band signals can range from 7 to 12.5 GHz. The
CDL modem 1106 is coupled to the control computer 1110 by
two bi-directional channels supporting 100 base T and
RS-232 protocols. The control computer 1110 provides a
continuous wave mode control signal (CW Control) 1120 to
the beam steering computer 1114 of the active array antenna
system 1102.

The active array antenna system 1102 includes an active
array radar antenna coupled to, and controlled by, the beam
steering computer 1114. In a number of embodiments, the
active array radar antenna of FIG. 2 can be used for the active
array antenna system 1102. In several embodiments, the
beam steering computer 1114 stores tables similar to those
described above, in the discussions of FIGS. 4-8, for operat-
ing the active array radar antenna in a continuous wave mode.
In many embodiments, the beam steering computer 1114 can
execute a process, such as the process described in FIG. 9, for
operating the active array radar antenna in the continuous
wave mode. In such case, the beam steering computer 1114
can be initialized with the continuous wave mode tables or it
can generate the tables. In addition, the beam steering com-
puter 1114 can determine whether to operate the antenna in
the continuous wave mode based on the continuous wave
control signal 1120 generated by the control computer 1110.

The beam splitter 1104 can function as an electronic chan-
nel switch that switches the coupling of the transmit and
receive channels of the antenna between the transmit and
receive channels of either the REX 1108 or the modem 1106,
based on the toggle control signal 1116 received by the con-
trol computer 1110. The beam splitter 1104 also generates the
signal 1118 indicative of signal integrity measured at the
beam splitter for the control computer 1110. The beam split-
ter can be implemented using electronic switches known in
art which are capable of supporting the frequencies and the
power levels typical of a signal generated by a CDL modem
and/or a receiver/exciter. The beam splitter can further
include circuitry suitable for measuring signal integrity and
generating the signal 1118 indicative of the signal integrity.



US 7,978,123 B2

9

The REX 1108 can operate similar to a transceiver for radar
signals. The REX typically provides precision timing and
generates a waveform, by way of up-conversion, amplifica-
tion and filtering, to be transmitted. The REX provides similar
functionality for received signals, including down-conver-
sion. An example of a REX system is found in U.S. Pat. No.
6,977,610 to Brookner et al., the entire content of which is
expressly incorporated herein by reference. The control com-
puter 1110 can control the signals generated by REX 1108.
The REX 1108 can provide any received signals, once down-
converted and/or otherwise appropriately formatted, to the
control computer 1110.

The modem 1106 can be a tactical common data link
(T-CDL) type modem. In a number of embodiments, the CDL
modem described above for FIG. 2 can be used. The modem
1106 typically operates in the X-Band. In some embodi-
ments, the modem 1106 operates at approximately 9.85 GHz
and can support data rates of up to 45 Mbps. In many embodi-
ments, the modem uses phase modulation to exchange data
with other communication terminals/nodes. In the illustrated
embodiment, the modem 1106 is coupled by bi-directional
channels, including a 100 base T channel and a RS-232 chan-
nel, to the I/O ports 1112 of the control computer 1110. The
modem 1106 can send data to, and receive data from, the
control computer 1110 via either the 100 base T channel or
the RS-232 channel. In many embodiments, the control com-
puter 1110 sends data to be transmitted to the modem 1106,
and the modem forwards received data to the control com-
puter.

The control computer 1110 can perform a number of func-
tions. The control computer can control operation of the CDL
modem, both in providing data to be transmitted and in pro-
cessing received data. In some embodiments, the control
computer 1110 can manage the transmission and receipt of
synthetic aperture radar (SAR) maps (e.g., 1024 by 1024
images) and real time videos (e.g., MPEG videos) for use in
identifying ground targets and threats with high resolution.
The control computer 1110 can also control the beam steering
computer 1114 and, more specifically, determine whether the
beam steering computer operates the active array antenna in a
continuous wave mode (e.g., or glitter mode). The control
computer 1110 also controls the generation and receipt of
radar signals by the REX 1108. The control computer 1110
can control the position of the beam splitter 1104 and whether
the active array will be operating in a communication mode or
a conventional radar mode. In a number of embodiments, the
active array radar system uses pulsed radar signals when
operated in a conventional mode. In one embodiment, the
active array antenna system provides a large bandwidth com-
munication channel when operated in the communication
mode.

The control computer 1110 can include a processor
coupled to a number of components typical of a computing
device, including, for example, both volatile and non-volatile
memory, a display, /O ports, and various input devices such
as a keyboard, mouse, and/or touch screen. In a number of
embodiments, the control computer is configured for the con-
trol and operation of a vehicle such as an aircraft. In many
embodiments, the control computer acts as a resource man-
ager for the active array antenna. In such case, the control
computer can operate the antenna as a communication device
at times when it is not needed for radar functionality. A
number of suitable algorithms and control mechanisms can
be used by the control computer for efficient control of the
antenna as a multi-purpose resource. In one embodiment, for
example, the control computer operates the antenna in the
radar mode by default. In such case, the control computer can
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operate the antenna in communication mode only when, for
example, the control computer needs to send information or
request information from another communication node/ter-
minal. In other embodiments, other resource control algo-
rithms can be used.

In many embodiments, the active array radar communica-
tion system 1100 of FIG. 11 can be implemented in conjunc-
tion with existing vehicles having radar systems. In such case,
minimal additional hardware is needed for the vehicles. For
example, a conventional vehicle having a radar system might
only need additional hardware such as the CDL modem and
the beam splitter, and software upgrades to the beam steering
computer and control computers. In prior art systems attempt-
ing to provide similar high speed communication and radar
functionality, a number of additional components are often
required. Such required components can be expensive and
can cause interference problems with existing components.

While the above description contains many specific
embodiments of the invention, these should not be construed
as limitations on the scope of the invention, but rather as
examples of specific embodiments thereof. Accordingly, the
scope of the invention should be determined not by the
embodiments illustrated, but by the appended claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a radar system, having an
antenna comprising a plurality of active array elements, in a
continuous wave mode to communicate information, the
method comprising:

receiving an instruction to enter the continuous wave

mode;

loading a plurality of tables, wherein each table comprises

information indicative of a primary group of the active
array elements to be activated and a secondary group of
elements to be deactivated;

receiving a communication signal to be transmitted; and

providing, repeatedly, the communication signal, for a pre-

selected period of time, to the primary group of elements
of each of the plurality of tables,

wherein at least one of the primary groups comprises ran-

domly selected active array elements.

2. The method of claim 1:

wherein the plurality of tables comprise four tables; and

wherein the providing, repeatedly, the communication sig-

nal, for a preselected period of time, to the primary group

of elements of each of the plurality of tables comprises:

providing the communication signal, for a preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
first table of the four tables;

providing the communication signal, for the preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
second table of the four tables;

providing the communication signal, for the preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
third table of the four tables; and

providing the communication signal, for the preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
fourth table of the four tables.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the providing, repeat-
edly, the communication signal, for a preselected period of
time, to the primary group of elements of each of the plurality
of tables comprises providing, repeatedly, the communica-
tion signal, for a preselected period of time, to the primary
group of elements of each of the plurality of tables in a round
robin manner.
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4. The method of claim 1:

wherein the active array elements of each primary group

are exclusive of other primary groups; and

wherein each primary group includes a number of elements

approximately about equal to a number of elements of
other primary groups.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the communication
signal comprises phase modulated information.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the communication
signal is provided by a modem complying with the Common
Data Link standard.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the communication
signal comprises an X-Band communication signal.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving an instruction to exit the continuous wave mode;

receiving information indicative of steering instructions

for at least one of the plurality of active array elements;
and

adjusting the at least one of the plurality of active array

elements based on the information indicative of steering
instructions.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

receiving a radar signal; and

providing the radar signal to the adjusted plurality of active

array elements.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the providing, repeat-
edly, the communication signal, for a preselected period of
time, to the primary group of elements of each of the plurality
of tables comprises providing, repeatedly, the communica-
tion signal, for a preselected period of time, to the primary
group of elements of each of the plurality of tables, at a data
rate of approximately 45 mega bits per second.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the number of the
active array elements in the primary groups is about equal.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the active array ele-
ments in any one of the primary groups are exclusive.

13. A method for operating a radar system, having an
antenna comprising a plurality of active array elements, a
continuous wave mode to communicate information, the
method comprising:

receiving an instruction to enter the continuous wave

mode;

creating a plurality of tables, wherein each table comprises

information indicative of a primary group of the active
array elements to be activated and a secondary group of
elements to be deactivated;

receiving a communication signal to be transmitted; and

providing, repeatedly, the communication signal, for a pre-

selected period of time, to the primary group of elements
of each of the plurality of tables,

wherein at least one of the primary groups comprises ran-

domly selected active array elements.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the number of the
active array elements in the primary groups is about equal.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the active array ele-
ments in any one of the primary groups are exclusive.
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16. A radar system for communicating information in a
continuous wave mode, the system comprising:

an active array radar antenna having a plurality of array

elements;

amodem configured to generate a communication signal to

be transmitted; and

a computer, coupled to the active array antenna, the com-

puter configured to:

load a plurality of tables, wherein each table comprises
information indicative of a primary group ofthe active
array elements to be activated and a secondary group
of elements to be deactivated;

receive the communication signal; and

provide, repeatedly, the communication signal, for a
preselected period of time, to the primary group of
elements of each of the plurality of tables,

wherein at least one of the primary groups comprises ran-

domly selected active array elements.

17. The system of claim 16:

wherein the plurality of tables comprise four tables; and

wherein the computer is further configured to:

provide the communication signal, for a preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
first table of the four tables;

provide the communication signal, for the preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
second table of the four tables;

provide the communication signal, for the preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
third table of the four tables; and

provide the communication signal, for the preselected
period of time, to the primary group of elements of a
fourth table of the four tables.

18. The system of claim 16, wherein the number of the
active array elements in the primary groups is about equal.

19. The system of claim 16, wherein the active array ele-
ments in any one of the primary groups are exclusive.

20. A method for operating a radar system, having an
antenna comprising a plurality of active array elements, a
continuous wave mode to communicate information, the
method comprising:

receiving an instruction to enter the continuous wave

mode;

creating a plurality of tables, wherein each table comprises

information indicative of a primary group of the active
array elements to be activated and a secondary group of
elements to be deactivated;

dividing, randomly, the plurality of active array elements

into each of the primary groups such that the active array
elements in any one of the primary groups are exclusive,
and a number of the elements in the primary groups is
about equal;

receiving a communication signal to be transmitted; and

providing, repeatedly, the communication signal, for a pre-

selected period of time, to the primary group of elements
of each of the plurality of tables.
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