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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR SPACE-TIME
RADAR IMAGING

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
11/907,988, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,724,183, which was filed on
Oct. 19, 2007, and is incorporated in its entirety herein by
reference.

1. U.S. GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This invention was made with Government support under
Contract No. N00178-04-C-3088 awarded by the Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center, Dahlgren Division. The Government
may have certain rights in this invention.

II. TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure is directed to systems and methods
for space-time radar imaging and, more particularly, to a
system and method for generating a radar image of an object
traveling in torque-free motion, based on a complete motion
solution of the object.

1II. BACKGROUND

In the field of radar imaging, such as the radar imaging of
objects moving through outer space, certain assumptions are
often made regarding the motion state of the object. Specifi-
cally, the motion of the entire object is often modeled after the
straight-line translation of a single point (usually the tip) of
the object. More generally, the motion is modeled after the
rotation of the object at a constant rate about an axis contain-
ing the radar line-of-sight, and for a time that is very short
compared to the rotational period. These assumptions are
intended to simplify estimation of the motion state of the
objectinorderto ease, or even make possible, the calculations
required in subsequent radar data image processing.

For example, in conventional Inverse Synthetic Aperture
Radar (“ISAR”) systems, pulsed, wideband radar bursts are
directed ata moving object and reflected back by “scatterers,”
which may be moving in various directions and speeds rela-
tive to the center of mass (“CM?”) of the object. When using
the traditional assumption that scatterers on the object move
in linear trajectories and thus have a constant radar phase
history, the reflected radar data can be simply modeled as a
linear function of time and frequency. The object motion is
therefore relatively primitive and only estimates the velocity
vector of a single point on the object at a nearly instantaneous
moment in time. This is usually referred to in the prior art as
“3D snapshot” imaging.

Unfortunately, 3D snapshot imaging, and other known
ISAR data processing systems and methods, result in less
than optimal resolution images of the object of interest that
may be too coarse for a given imaging application (e.g.,
approximately 15 cm resolution for a radar with 1 GHz of
bandwidth). The radar imaging interval must be very short to
avoid “smearing” of the image over time, which often results
from these conventional motion assumptions. Moreover,
known radar imaging methods do not provide users with
sufficient information about the true object motion, and more
specifically, the rotation, of the object, which may be espe-
cially desired in some cases.

For example, in certain circumstances, the precise, com-
bined, orbital-translational motion state, rotational motion
state, and image of a projectile or satellite in exoatmospheric
trajectory may be desired. In this case, the projectile may be
traveling in torque-free motion (i.e., without external forces
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2

other than gravity) in an elliptical orbit about the Earth. The
precise geometrical motion state (e.g., the precession fre-
quency, spin frequency, half-cone angle, and direction of
angular momentum vector) of this trajectory may be valuable
for the purposes of discriminating between various types of
objects moving through space, such as between randomly-
tumbling objects and spin-precessing vehicles.

The systems and methods of the present disclosure solve
one or more of the problems set forth above.

IV. SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

One aspect of the present disclosure is directed to a system
for imaging a moving object, the system including a receiver
configured to acquire radar data reflected by the moving
object; a memory configured to store instructions for process-
ing the acquired radar data; a processor configured to deter-
mine a motion state of the moving object and generate a
three-dimensional representation of the moving object; and a
display unit configured to display the three-dimensional rep-
resentation of the moving object based on the determined
motion state.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is directed to a
method of imaging a moving object, the method including the
steps of acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object;
defining an intensity of the radar data as a function of gener-
alized coordinates of motion; defining estimated initial con-
ditions for the generalized coordinates of motion; integrating
the intensity of the defined radar data across the moving
object; and redefining the estimated initial conditions until
the integrated intensity of the radar data has been optimized.

Yet another aspect of the present disclosure is directed to a
method of imaging a moving object, the method including
acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object; deter-
mining a motion state of the moving object; and generating a
three-dimensional representation of the moving object based
on the determined motion state.

Yet another aspect of the present disclosure is directed to a
computer-readable medium that stores a set of executable
instructions, which when read by a processor perform steps in
a method of imaging a moving object, the steps including
acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object; deter-
mining a motion state of the moving object; and generating a
three-dimensional representation of the moving object based
on the determined motion state.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the
invention is not limited in its application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of the components set
forth in the following description or illustrated in the drawing.
The invention is capable of embodiments in addition to those
described and of being practiced and carried out in various
ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and
terminology employed herein, as well as the abstract, are for
the purpose of description and should not be regarded as
limiting.

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate certain
embodiments of the invention, and together with the descrip-
tion, serve to explain the principles of the invention.

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
conception upon which this disclosure is based may readily
be utilized as a basis for designing other structures, methods,
and systems for carrying out the several purposes of the
present invention. It is important, therefore, to recognize that
the claims should be regarded as including such equivalent
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constructions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and
scope of the present invention.

V. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary embodiment
of a space-time imaging system consistent with the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary embodiment
of a space-time imaging method consistent with the present
disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating certain steps in the space-
time imaging method illustrated in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a graphical representation of an exemplary con-
figuration between an earth-centered inertial frame and a
body-fixed coordinate frame of a moving object;

FIG. 5A is a graphical representation of steps in an exem-
plary embodiment of an orbital-translational propagator con-
sistent with the present disclosure;

FIG. 5B is a flowchart illustrating steps in the orbital-
translational propagator of FIG. 5A;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating steps in an exemplary
embodiment of a rotational propagator consistent with the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 7 depicts a display unit configured to display the
three-dimensional representation of the moving object based
on the determined motion state.

VI. DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a space-
time imaging system 100 consistent with the present disclo-
sure. In general, space-time imaging system 100 may be
configured to acquire radar data reflected by a moving object,
determine a motion state of the moving object, and generate a
three-dimensional representation of the moving object based
on the determined motion state.

Space-time imaging system 100 may include a transmitter
102, a receiver 104, a radar processing computer 106, and a
display unit 112. Transmitter 102 may be configured to direct
pulsed, wideband, radar waves toward a moving object. For
example, transmitter 102 may direct pulsed S-band, X-band,
L-band, and/or UHF radar waves toward the moving object.
In some embodiments, multiple sets of transmitters 102 and
receivers 104, of possibly diverse frequencies, may be dis-
posed at remote locations in order to view the moving object
from diverse aspect angles.

The moving object may be any object moving in substan-
tially torque-free motion through outer space such that grav-
ity is the only external force acting on the object. For the
purposes of this disclosure, it will be understood that the
moving object may be traveling in an exoatmospheric, orbital
trajectory around Earth, such that its motion can be modeled
as being governed by Newton’s laws and Kepler’s laws. It
will further be understood by one of skill in the art that the
orientation of any such object may be fully defined by two
sets of information: the location of its center of mass relative
to an Earth-centered inertial (“ECI”) frame and the rotational
orientation of the object about its center of mass. Such a
distinction may be useful in defining radar data as a function
of the translational and rotational motion state of the object.

Receiver 104 may be configured to acquire this informa-
tion about the orientation and motion of such a moving object
from radar data reflected by the object. Specifically, receiver
104 may receive radar data that has been directed towards the
object by transmitter 102 and then reflected away from the
object by scatterers on the object. Receiver 104 may also be
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4

configured to communicate the acquired radar data to radar
processing computer 106. Radar processing computer 106
may include at least a processor 108 and a memory 110.

Memory 110 may be configured to store instructions for
processing the acquired radar data. That is, memory 110 may
store program code executable by processor 108. Memory
110 may also provide such instructions to processor 108.
Memory 110 may be any type of data storage device includ-
ing: magnetic storage, such as a floppy disk, hard disk, or
magnetic tape; semiconductor storage such as solid state disk
(SSD) or flash memory; optical disc storage such as CD-
ROM, CD-RW, DVD, DVD-RW, Blu-ray, or HD DVD; mag-
neto-optical disc storage; phase-change memory; or holo-
graphic storage.

Processor 108 may process data according to instructions
stored in memory 110. Specifically, processor 108 may be
configured to determine a motion state of the moving object
and generate a three-dimensional representation of the mov-
ing object. Processor 108 may determine the motion state of
the moving object by solving for complete solutions of the
translational and rotational motion states of the moving
object. For this purpose, processor 108 may define an inten-
sity of the radar data as a function of generalized coordinates
of motion; define estimated initial conditions for the gener-
alized coordinates of motion; integrate the intensity of the
defined radar data across the moving object; and redefine the
estimated initial conditions until the integrated intensity of
the radar data has been optimized. Processor 108 may also be
configured to generate a three-dimensional representation of
the moving object by reconstructing static patterns of the
moving object as a function of the estimated initial conditions
that optimize the integrated intensity of the radar data. In
other words, processor 108 may be configured to generate the
three-dimensional representation by associating radar pulse
times with estimates for the orientation of the moving object.
Further details regarding the specific processing steps per-
formed by processor 108 will be described below with respect
to FIGS. 3-6. In addition to performing logic, mathematical
and other operations on the data, processor 108 may commu-
nicate or transfer data to and from transmitter 102 and
receiver 104.

The functions of processor 108 may be provided by a single
dedicated processor or by a plurality of processors. Moreover,
the processor may include, without limitation, any appropri-
ate type of general purpose microprocessor, digital signal
processor (DSP) hardware, microcontroller, or any other
hardware capable of executing software. Processor 108 may
execute sequences of computer program instructions to per-
form various processes as explained above. Processor 108
may be coupled to or access other devices of space-time
imaging system 100, to complete executions of computer
program instructions stored on memory 110.

Radar processing computer 106 may also include a graphic
user interface (GUI) to display information to users of space-
time imaging system 100. Thus, radar processing computer
106 may communicate with any suitable type of computer
monitor or display unit 112. Display unit 112 may be config-
ured to simultaneously display the three-dimensional repre-
sentation and the determined motion state generated by pro-
cessor 108. Of course, various input devices (not pictured)
may also be provided for users to input information into radar
processing computer 106. Input devices may include a key-
board, a mouse, or other optical or wireless computer input
device, etc. Furthermore, a network interface may provide
communication connections such that radar processing com-
puter 106 may be accessed remotely, for example by cooper-
ating radar processing computers, through computer net-
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works via various communication protocols, such as
transmission control protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP) or
hyper text transfer protocol (HTTP).

In one embodiment, space-time imaging system 100 may

be applicable to any existing radar transmitting and receiving >

system including, for example, a multi-function S-band
phased-array radar, such as the AN/SPY-1; an X-band radar,
such as the Sea-Based X-band radar (SBX); a combination of
S-band phased-array radar and X-band dish radar, such as the
AN/SPQ-11 Cobra Judy; or a transportable dual-frequency
Cobra Gemini radar system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a space-
time imaging method 200 consistent with the present disclo-
sure, which may be carried out by processor 108 of space-
time imaging system 100. In general, space-time imaging
method 200 may include the steps of: acquiring radar data
from an object moving in torque-free motion through outer
space (step 202); defining the intensity of the radar data as a
function of generalized coordinates of motion (step 204);
optimizing the energy of the radar data across estimates for
the generalized coordinates of motion (step 206) to obtain a
complete motion solution for the moving object (step 208);
and reconstructing static patterns of the moving object based
on the complete motion solution (step 210).

These exemplary steps of space-time imaging method 200
will be better understood with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4.
FIG. 4 represents an exemplary configuration between an
Earth-centered inertial (“ECI”) frame E and a body-fixed
coordinate frame B of a moving object. This framework may
be useful in describing the motion states of individual scat-
terers on the object relative to an inertial reference, the values
of which may be used in steps of space-time imaging method
200.

For example, ECI frame E may be defined by three
orthonormal vectors having their origins at the center of the
Earth. In one embodiment, a first vector 7, may point toward
the North pole, a second vector Xz may pass through the
equator at the Greenwich meridian at 00:00 UT, and the third
vector y; may be defined by y =z.xx.. Body-fixed coordi-
nate frame B may have its origin fixed at the center of mass
(“CM”) of the moving object, which may be assumed to be
rigid, such that all scatterers are stationary with respect to
body-fixed coordinate frame B. Body-fixed coordinate frame
B may include three orthonormal body axes that define the
principal axis frame of the body mass distribution of the
object relative to the ECI frame E.

As discussed above, the orientation and motion of body-
fixed coordinate frame B may be defined by separable com-
ponents of both orbital-translation and rotation relative to ECI
frame E.

In terms of the orbital-translational component, the posi-
tion of the CM of the moving object, and therefore the origin
of frame B, is represented in FIG. 4 by C(t). In practice, the
value of C(t) relative to the inertial coordinates may be pro-
vided in terms of time dependent position and velocity states
(i-e., C(x,,v,|t)) by radar tracker and fine motion compensa-
tion. Alternatively, C(t) may be defined in terms of general-
ized coordinates of motion (i.e., C(01t), where 0 denotes the
initial conditions (X,,v,), or a complete set of functions of
those coordinates) defined by the following representation of
Newton’s law, where g(C.t) describes the acceleration of the
object due to gravity as a function of space and time:
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In terms of the rotational component of the object, the time
dependent orientation of body-fixed coordinate frame B rela-
tive to ECI frame E may be represented by a 3x3 orthogonal
rotation matrix [E B]. As with the orbital translation, the
rotational matrix-valued function [E B] may be defined in
terms of generalized coordinates of motion. Specifically, [E
B] may depend parametrically in the most general case ontwo
inertia ratios of the rotating object, three initial Euler angles
(00,90, V), and three initial Euler rates (éo,(i)o,lbo) of the
moving object to give the following equation:

[EB]=[EB)(I80:9o0.00:P0bo)=[EB](211)

where [E B](qlt) describes the coordinates of motion in their
most general form. The above representation of rotational
trajectory may also be expressed as: [E B](plt) where p is a
transformed set of parameters that may be propagated across
various generalized spaces of coordinates. By defining both
the orbital-translational and rotational states of the moving
object as functions of generalized coordinates of motion, a set
of radar pulses from a single transmitter 102 may be used to
simultaneously perform imaging, translational tracking, and
rotational tracking of the moving object.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, one exemplary scatterer of the
moving object may be located in frame B at vector position s.
Moreover, the position of the phase center of radar emitted
from transmitter 102 is represented in FIG. 4 by R(t). Given
this configuration, and the generalized formulations of trans-
lational C(t) and rotational [E B](plt) motion defined above,
the distance (d) from the radar phase center to each
scatterer (s) may be represented by the equation:

d(s,tlp)=1C(D+[E B](plt):s-R({)|

Thus space-time imaging method 200 may acquire radar
data reflected by the moving object that incorporates the
generalized equations of motion set forth above (step 202).
Given this generalized representation of phase center-to-scat-
terer distance, the round-trip phase difference for each scat-
terer may be given by:

__4=f _
s, TP = TIC(I) +[EBI(p | -5 = R@)|
for true values of the generalized rotational coordinates p, and
a monochromatic signal of frequency f emitted at pulse time
T.

Given a sequence of wideband radar pulses containing
frequencies {f;, j=1 ... N reflected from the moving object
at a series of pulse times {t,, =1 ... N}, the amplitudes and
phase differences for each frequency and pulse may be
arranged in the form of a complex matrix Z. Complex matrix
Z may be described as the measured complex transter func-
tion of the target over the bandwidth and the coherent pro-
cessing interval (“CPI”) of the acquired radar data (i.e., the
measured wideband I and Q data for all pulses in the CPI).

Thus, space-time imaging method 200 may include the
step of defining the intensity of the acquired radar data as a
function of the above-described generalized coordinates of
motion (step 204), as given by the following equation:



US 7,994,967 B2

2
Ny Ny
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i=1 j=1

where W (i) and W (j) are amplitude taper functions, such as
Hamming or Kaiser-Bessel windows, that may be used for
image sidelobe suppression. As with the representation of
phase difference recited above, the above definition for inten-
sity may be conditioned on a hypothesis that the generalized
coordinates of motion describe the actual orbital-translational
and rotational motion states of the object.

Space-time imaging method 200 may also include the step
of optimizing the data energy across estimates for the gener-
alized coordinates of motion (step 206). FIG. 3 illustrates an
exemplary method for carrying out the step of optimizing an
energy functional of the radar data. In one embodiment, the
method may include inputting estimates for the initial gener-
alized coordinates of motion of the object of interest (step
302). The initial generalized coordinates of motion may
include one or more of the object’s inertia tensor components;
Euler angles; Euler rates; spin precession rates; cone angle;
and a reference time, and may be estimated based on known
variables.

A generalized motion estimate may then be generated for
each coherent pulse time of the coherent processing interval
(step 304). In one embodiment, each generalized motion esti-
mate may be generated by reconstructing static patterns of the
moving object based on the estimated initial generalized
coordinates of motion through the use of space-time propa-
gators. Specifically, as depicted in FIG. 3, an orbital-transla-
tional propagator 500 and a rotational propagator 600 may be
used to reconstruct static patterns of the moving object at
earlier and later pulse times of the CPI based on the estimated
initial conditions. In other words, the propagators may gen-
erate a set of reconstructed static patterns that all correspond
to the current estimate of initial conditions, with each static
pattern being associated with a particular pulse time t. Given
these reconstructed static patterns, the intensity of the
acquired radar data may be integrated across the recon-
structed three-dimensional Fourier images of the moving
object (step 306) as expressed by the following equation:

e(p)=lI(s,p)ds

Those generalized coordinates of motion p that optimize
the energy functional expressed above (step 308), may result
in the complete solution for the translational and rotational
motion of the moving object (step 208). For example, in one
embodiment, the values of generalized coordinates of motion
p that maximize the energy functional above, may be assumed
to be those which best define the true motion state of the
object (step 308). Alternatively, the values of generalized
coordinates of motion p that minimize the energy functional
above, may be assumed to be those which best define the true
motion state of the object (step 308).

Once space-time imaging method 200 has obtained the
complete motion solution of the moving object (step 208),
one or more radars having a view of the moving object during
the exoatmospheric stage of its flight may reconstruct the
static patterns by associating pulse times with target aspects
propagated based on the correct estimate of the motion solu-
tion by the orbital-translational propagator 500 and the rota-
tional propagator 600 (step 210).

Systems and methods for space-time radar imaging con-
sistent with the present disclosure may employ any type of
propagator suitable for analytically and/or numerically
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advancing the moving object through space and time. For
example, a differential propagator may be employed in which
the law of gravity is expressed as a numerical differential
equation of the second order. In this embodiment, sufficiently
short time steps may generate the position of a moving object
at any later time, given the position at an earlier time.

Suitable propagators may also include orbital-translational
and rotational propagators, of the type described below, for
advancing the object through space and time.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate steps in an exemplary orbital-
translational propagator 500. FIG. 5A illustrates an embodi-
ment of the process for propagating forward or backward
through time. Specifically, FIG. 5A illustrates paths between
a state vector representation S, an energy invariant represen-
tation E, and a geometrical representation G, in which the
loop about G represents one method for advancing through
time. As will be discussed with respect to FIG. 5B, the inter-
mediate energy invariant representation E may be used to
determine the Keplarian orbit (defined by G) given an arbi-
trary starting state vector S.

Referring to FIG. 5B, orbital-translational propagator 500
may be configured to advance the center of mass of an object
through space and time relative to the ECI frame, having
obtained an initial state vector representation S of the moving
object (i.e., position r and velocity v for a given reference
time) (step 502). The orbital-translational orientation may
then be represented by obtaining an energy invariant orbital
representation E of the moving object (step 504). Energy
invariant representation E may be based on conservation of
orbital energy E, conservation of orbital angular momentum
vector J, and an inertially invariant Runge-Lenz vector A.
These parameters of energy invariant representation E, may
be found starting from an arbitrary state vector S in the ECI
frame, according to the relationships defined in the table
below:

Symbol Meaning Expression
E Specific Energy 1 GMg
E=—-v-v-
2 Vrer
7 Specific Angular Momentum J=rxv
A Runge-Lenz Vector A GMgr
=VXIXV—
vrer

The geometrical representation G of the elliptical orbit of the
moving object may then be obtained from energy invariant
representation E according to relationships defined in the
table below (step 506):

Symbol Meaning Expression
a Semi-major axis GMg
AT TR
e Orbital
Eccentricity e= + 2ET-T
(GMp)*
b Semi-minor axis b= \/1_62
Zo Orbit-fixed z-axis ]
Zp = ——
vI.J



US 7,994,967 B2

9 10
-continued -continued
Symbol Meaning Expression (2) Calculate new polar angle. T+o p
(analytically) o) =2 tan’l[ tan—]
l-e 2
X0 Orbit-fixed x-axis A 5
%o = VA-A (3) Calculate new polar radius. a(l —e?)
(analytically) rt) = T+ eccos®]
Yo Orbit-fixed y-axis Yo=2p%XXpo
0Bl ECLto-Orbit 4 Propagattle potsit.im]l3 (‘;ctor to reos @
[ Transformation [OECI] = : ;E io ;E 20 _XE 10 neﬁogﬁfmggs) r(t) = [ECIO]| rsin@
e YoYg  70°YE (analytically) 0
X0'ZE  Yo'ZE  Z0'ZIp
(5) Angular velocity (from T
[ECIO]  Orbit-to-ECI [ECI O] = [0 ECT}Y angular momentum) =5
Transformation 15 (analytically)
(6) Radial velocity (from >
As will be understood by one of'skill in the art, the geometri- Energy). F= z(E " GMe _ J_z]
cal, elliptical orbit of the moving object may be defined (analytically) P
accorfiing to the locus of points (r, ) satistying the following (7) Propagate velocity to new _ ‘
equation: 20 time t (in ECI coordinates) teosf ~rfsing
(analytically) v(t) = [ECIO]f #5in 0+ rdcos 0
0
1 1
7= m[l + ecos(0)]
25 Thus, orbital-translational propagator 500 illustrated in
The polar angle 6 may be defined by the following equation: FIGS' SA_S.B may prqpagat.e the motion stgte of the CMofthe
moving object at a given time to any desired past or future
time. For example, orbital-translational propagator 500 may
5 40 be configured to dete.rmine the positiqn and Velogity of the
T ﬁ T ocosOF 30 CM ofthe moving object.at any puls.e time T fora given set of
EIVo estimated initial generalized coordinates of orbital-transla-
tional motion (e.g., C(0It).
The value of the apsidal time (t,) needed to fully define the Referring now to FIG. 6, space-time imaging method 200
geometrical representation G may be calculated by convert- may further include rotational propagator 600. In analogy
ing the state vector representation S into its polar form in an 3> with orbital-translational propagator 500, rotational propaga-
orbit-fixed frame (O) and solving Kepler’s equations accord- tor 600 may perform steps in moving between three different
ing to the steps listed in the table below: representations of generalized coordinates of rotational
motion. Given a principal axis body-fixed frame P, the rota-
tional inertia tensor I of the object about its center of mass
40 may be diagonalized into principal axis form according to the
Convellt 1(tsy) from ECI to X I Xg equation:
Orbit fixed frame (O).
y | =[OECT| ryg
0 r-Zg
L 00
Calculate its polar angle in the 0=tan"! (y/x) 45 I= flr)dm(rl =[EP| 0 L O |[PE]
x-y plane v
0 0 &
Compute y corresponding to
time tgy- w:Ztan’l( 1-e tanﬁ] - .
Vi+e 2 where <rl=[x y 7| and Ir>=[x y z]|* are dual vectors defining
50 each geometrical point in the moving object relative to the
Calculate apsidal time t, o ECI frame. Because the eigenvalues of the diagonalized rota-
ta =tsy -/ GV (¥ —esiny) tional inertia tensor I are invariant, the time variant matrices
[E P] and [P E]=[E P]”* may define the geometrical rotation
about principal axis frame P relative to the ECI frame as a
Given the polar angle 0 as a function of any time t and the 55 rotational orientation matrix and its derivative (step 602).
radius r as a function of any time t, as provided above, a new The above described rotational orientation matrix and its
state vector representation S of the moving object at any derivative may then be represented as a parametric rotational
desired past or future time t may be solved for (numerically) state by obtaining three Euler angles and three Euler rates,
by rotating the new vectors in the orbit-fixed frame (O) back  based on the known conservation of rotational energy (e) and
into the ECI frame according to the table below (step 508): 60 angular momentum (L) (step 604).
Finally, the rotational motion state may be represented by
obtaining the geometrical coordinates of motion of the mov-
- ing object (step 606). In the event that the moving object is
(1) Solve Kepler’s Equation . . . . . .
(numerically) Uy esing - GMg (t—t1)=0 undergo.lng spin-precession, a panlculgr motion of interest,
y &3 65 themoving object may be roll-symmetric such that the second

two eigenvalues of the diagonalized rotational inertia tensor [
are equal. The full geometric representation of the rotational
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state may then be defined by the ratio of the two distinct
principal moments of inertia of the object, a constant cone
angle, a constant angular velocity, and an origin of time at
which the object passes through a particular phase of its
motion. Of course, geometrical coordinates of motion may be
developed for the more general case of non-symmetrical rota-
tional motion, even though the solution thereof may require
additional known initial conditions and a larger iterative
search space.

Thus, rotational propagator 600 illustrated in FIG. 6 may
propagate the rotational orientation and motion states of the
moving object at a given time to solve for the rotational state
at any desired past or future time (step 608). For example,
rotational propagator 600 may be configured to determine the
principal axes, constant cone angle, constant angular velocity,
and origin of time for a moving object at any pulse time T for
a given set of estimated initial generalized coordinates of
rotational motion (e.g., [E B](plt)). Such generalized models
for both orbital-translational and rotational motion may
facilitate the simultaneous solution for both the complete
motion state and three-dimensional representation of an
object moving in torque-free motion as described with
respect to the exemplary space-time imaging system 100 and
exemplary space-time imaging method 200 disclosed herein.

VII. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The systems and methods for space-time imaging dis-
closed herein may be particularly advantageous in the gen-
eration of high-resolution, three-dimensional holographic
images of objects moving in torque-free motion through outer
space.

Specifically, by modeling the phase histories of a moving
object based on solutions of Euler’s equations, and other
generalized coordinates of motion, instead of assuming lin-
earity, more precise parameters may be obtained for the com-
plete translational and rotational motion states of the object.
Because the coherent integration time is only limited by the
phase coherence of the radar hardware, it may be extended
over the entire rotation period of the moving object, or even
over multiple periods. Moreover, the space-time radar imag-
ing systems and methods described herein may require
greatly reduced radar resources as compared to traditional
3-D snapshot imaging methods.

Once the complete motion state of the object in ECI coor-
dinates has been obtained, it may be possible for one or more
of the radars to reconstruct wideband and narrowband static
patterns of the object by associating pulse times with target
aspects. These static patterns may be compiled at all frequen-
cies by one or more of the radars viewing the object during the
exoatmospheric stage of the object’s flight. Because the
image may be based on reconstructed static patterns, “smear-
ing” may be eliminated and greater discrimination features of
the moving object may be revealed than were previously
available. For example, a three-dimensional, holographic
image having an improved resolution on the order of 1 cm
(i.e., roughly ¥4 wavelength) may now be generated.

Thus, the combination of high-resolution image represen-
tation and complete motion state may facilitate discrimina-
tion between various objects of interest, such as between
various types of satellites orbiting the Earth, and between
tumbling re-entry vehicles and spin-precessing re-entry
vehicles. It may also allow discrimination between simple
and sophisticated re-entry vehicle decoys by their motion and
radar signature.

Finally, the complete motion solution may be obtained by
a single radar system and then used by another radar to recon-
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struct the static patterns based on the obtained motion solu-
tion. Moreover, the complete motion solution may allow
imaging of static patterns from pulse radar data in S-band
radar systems, in addition to the traditionally used X-band
radar systems. Therefore, the complete motion solution may
be used in the fusion of radar signature information from dual
frequency (S- and X-band) systems.

The many features and advantages of the invention are
apparent from the detailed specification, and thus, it is
intended by the appended claims to cover all such features
and advantages of the invention which fall within the true
spirit and scope of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and variations will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the
exact construction and operation illustrated and described,
and accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for imaging an object moving in torque-free
motion, the system comprising:

a receiver configured to acquire radar data reflected by an

object moving in torque-free motion;

a memory configured to store instructions for processing

the acquired radar data; and

a processor configured to determine a motion state of the

moving object and generate a three-dimensional repre-
sentation of the moving object, based on the determined
motion state.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is config-
ured to determine a motion state of the moving object by
solving for complete solutions of the translational and rota-
tional motion states of the moving object.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the rotational motion
state is based on solutions of Euler’s torque-free equations of
motions.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is config-
ured to generate the three-dimensional representation of the
moving object by associating radar pulse times with orienta-
tion estimates of the moving object.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising a display unit
that is configured to display the three-dimensional represen-
tation and the determined motion state simultaneously.

6. A computer-implemented method of imaging an object
moving in torque-free motion, the method comprising the
steps of:

acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object;

defining an intensity of the radar data as a function of

generalized coordinates of motion;

defining estimated initial conditions for the generalized

coordinates of motion;

integrating the intensity of the defined radar data across at

least a portion of the moving object;

redefining the estimated initial conditions until the inte-

grated intensity of the radar data has been optimized;
and

generating a three-dimensional representation of the mov-

ing object by reconstructing static patterns of the mov-
ing object as a function of the estimated initial condi-
tions that optimize the integrated intensity of the radar
data.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the static patterns are
reconstructed by propagating the estimated initial conditions
across radar pulse times based on at least one model of the
generalized coordinates of motion.

8. The method of claim 6, the method further comprising
the step of:
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displaying a three-dimensional representation of the mov-
ing object based on the estimated initial conditions that
optimize the integrated intensity of the radar data.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the generalized coordi-
nates of motion include models of the moving object that
include at least one of:

inertia tensor components;

Euler angles;

Euler rates;

spin precession rates; and

cone angle.

10. A computer-implemented method of imaging an object
moving in torque-free motion, the method comprising:

acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object;

determining a complete motion state of the moving object;
and

generating a three-dimensional representation of the mov-

ing object based on the determined complete motion
state, by associating radar pulse times with orientation
estimates of the moving object.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the complete motion
state of the moving object is determined by solving for the
translational and rotational motion states of the moving
object.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the rotational motion
state is based on at least one of: a model of the inertia tensor
components of the moving object, and solutions of Euler’s
torque-free equations of motions.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the translational and
rotational motion states include six invariant parameters of
rotational motion and six invariant parameters of orbital
motion.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of determin-
ing includes:

estimating initial translational and rotational conditions for

the moving object;

reconstructing static patterns of the moving object based

on the estimated initial translational and rotational con-
ditions; and

defining an energy functional of the moving object as a

function of the reconstructed static patterns;

wherein the estimated initial translational and rotational

conditions are iterated until the energy functional has
been maximized.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the estimated initial
conditions include generalized models of the moving object
that include at least one of:

inertia tensor components;

Euler angles;

Euler rates;

spin precession rates; and

cone angle.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein three-dimensional
representation of the moving object is generated by recon-
structing static patterns of the moving object as a function of
the estimated initial conditions that maximize the energy
functional.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the three-dimensional
representation of the moving object is generated by associat-
ing radar pulse times with the reconstructed static patterns.

18. The method of claim 14, the method further comprising
the step of:

displaying the three-dimensional representation that

expresses the estimated initial conditions corresponding
to the maximized energy functional.
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19. A computer-readable medium that stores a set of
executable instructions, which when read by a processor per-
form steps in a method of imaging an object moving in
torque-free motion, the steps comprising:

acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object;

determining a motion state of the moving object; and

generating a three-dimensional representation of the mov-
ing object based on the determined motion state.

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, wherein
the motion state of the moving object is determined by solv-
ing for complete solutions of the translational and rotational
motion states of the moving object.

21. The computer-readable medium of claim 20, wherein
the rotational motion state is based on a model of the inertia
tensor components of the moving object.

22. The computer-readable medium of claim 20, wherein
the rotational motion state is based on solutions of Euler’s
torque-free equations of motions.

23. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, wherein
the three-dimensional representation of the moving object is
generated by associating radar pulse times with orientation
estimates of the moving object.

24. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, wherein:

the step of determining includes:

defining an intensity of the radar data as a function of
generalized coordinates of motion;

defining estimated initial conditions for the generalized
coordinates of motion;

integrating the intensity of the defined radar data across
at least a portion of the moving object; and

redefining the estimated initial conditions until the inte-
grated intensity of the radar data has been optimized.

25. A computer-implemented method of imaging an object
moving in torque-free motion, the method comprising the
steps of:

acquiring radar data reflected by the moving object;

defining a metric of the radar data as a function of gener-

alized coordinates of motion;

defining estimated initial conditions for the generalized

coordinates of motion;

integrating the metric of the radar data across at least a

portion of the moving object;
redefining the estimated initial conditions until the inte-
grated metric of the radar data has been optimized; and

generating a three-dimensional representation of the mov-
ing object by reconstructing static patterns of the mov-
ing object as a function of the estimated initial condi-
tions that optimize the integrated metric of the radar
data.

26. A system for imaging an object moving in torque-free
motion, the system comprising:

a receiver configured to acquire radar data reflected by the

moving object;

a memory configured to store instructions for processing

the acquired radar data; and

a processor configured to determine a motion state of the

moving object and generate a three-dimensional repre-
sentation of the moving object, based on the determined
motion state;

wherein the motion state is determined based on a model of

the inertia tensor components of the moving object.



