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1
VEHICULAR SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM
USING A SYNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

This disclosure generally relates to synthetic aperture
radars, and more particularly, to a synthetic aperture radar that
may be configured in a vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Radars detect remote objects by transmitting a beam of
electro-magnetic energy and subsequently measuring
reflected electro-magnetic energy from these objects. Syn-
thetic aperture radars (SARs) are a special type of radar that
uses signal processing techniques to generate two-dimen-
sional images from objects that are moving relative to its
antenna. A synthetic aperture radar utilizes movement of its
antenna relative to objects to derive additional information
about these objects that may otherwise not be obtained using
stationary radars. This additional information may be com-
bined by the synthetic aperture radar to generate useful imag-
ery of various objects of interest.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

According to one embodiment, a system for gathering
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance information
comprises a synthetic aperture radar that is housed within an
enclosure coupled to a land vehicle.

The synthetic aperture radar includes an antenna array that
transmits and receives electro-magnetic radiation for gener-
ating images of objects around the land vehicle while the land
vehicle is in motion.

Some embodiments of the disclosure may provide numer-
ous technical advantages. For example, one embodiment of
the inverse synthetic aperture radar processing system may
provide enhanced edge detection of targets than known
inverse synthetic aperture radar processing systems. Signifi-
cant elements of a particular target may reflect radar signals
with relatively high mean values with a high level of variance.
The inverse synthetic aperture radar processing system of the
present disclosure processes high variance values in the
received inverse synthetic aperture radar image to enhance
details of the significant elements of the target. Thus, images
may be derived having enhanced resolution over known
inverse synthetic aperture radar image processing systems. In
some embodiments, the enhanced inverse synthetic aperture
radar image may provide a relatively accurate indication of
the target’s length, which may be useful for classification
purposes.

Some embodiments may benefit from some, none, or all of
these advantages. Other technical advantages may be readily
ascertained by one of ordinary skill in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of embodiments of the
disclosure will be apparent from the detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG.1is aright perspective view showing one embodiment
of'a vehicular surveillance system according to the teachings
of'the present disclosure in which the rear wall and radome of
the enclosure are removed to reveal the various elements of a
synthetic aperture radar housed inside;
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FIG. 2 is a left perspective view of the vehicular surveil-
lance system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the vehicular surveil-
lance system shown with the rear wall of the enclosure
removed to reveal the various elements of the synthetic aper-
ture radar housed inside; and

FIG. 4 is another perspective view of the vehicular surveil-
lance system of FIG. 1 showing a radome configured on a
portion of enclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

Synthetic aperture radars generate imagery of objects
using multiple return signals reflected from the objects during
movement relative to an antenna of the synthetic aperture
radar. In some cases, imagery provided by synthetic aperture
radars may be superior to images provided by conventional
photographic devices, such as cameras, that process visible
light generated or reflected by objects. For example, synthetic
aperture radars may provide useful imagery in relatively poor
lighting conditions, such as during nighttime or periods of
inclement weather. Synthetic aperture radars may also gen-
erate useful imagery of objects through walls or other opaque
objects that would be relatively difficult for conventional
photographic devices to attain.

Information provided by synthetic aperture radars may be
useful for intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance
activities. Known implementations of synthetic aperture
radars have been used for military purposes to track enemy
movements or other reconnaissance activities on a relatively
large scale. For this reason, synthetic aperture radars are often
implemented on relatively large platforms, such as ships or
aircraft, that are configured to scan relatively large regions for
enemy movement. Terrorism has changed the context of war-
time surveillance, however, in that enemy movement may be
confined to the movement or actions of one or a few people.
Thus, surveillance using synthetic aperture radars configured
onrelatively large platforms, such as aircraft or ships, may not
be suitable for combating terrorism in which war may be
waged on a relatively smaller scale.

FIGS. 1, 2, and 3 show one embodiment of a vehicular
surveillance system 10 that may provide a solution to this
problem and other problems. Vehicular surveillance system
10 includes a synthetic aperture radar 12 housed in an enclo-
sure 14 that is coupled to a land vehicle 16. Synthetic aperture
radar 12 has an antenna array 18 that transmits and receives
electro-magnetic radiation for generation of images around
land vehicle 16. According to the teachings of the present
disclosure, vehicular surveillance system 10 may be used to
gather intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance informa-
tion from any object, such as a building or other structure that
may be in the vicinity of land vehicle 16.

Certain embodiments incorporating a land vehicle
mounted synthetic aperture radar 12 may provide enhanced
information over other known intelligence surveillance and
reconnaissance gathering mechanisms. For example, aircraft
or sea-going vessel mounted synthetic aperture radars may be
ill-suited to gather intelligence surveillance and reconnais-
sance information of relatively small operations, such as a
small band of terrorists that are hiding in a building. Surveil-
lance cameras that generate imagery using visible light may
also be limited to visual imagery that may be visually seen on
the exterior surface of the building. Vehicular surveillance
system 10 may therefore, provide enhanced surveillance
techniques for intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance
gathering purposes in some embodiments.
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In the particular embodiment shown, enclosure 14 is con-
figured on a land vehicle 16; however, enclosure 14 may
include any self-contained configuration that houses the vari-
ous components of a synthetic aperture radar 12 for generat-
ing imagery around its vicinity. Land vehicle 16 may be any
type of vehicle that travels over the ground, such as a pickup,
anautomobile, an armored tank, an armored personnel carrier
(APC), a tractor trailer, or the like. In the particular embodi-
ment shown, land vehicle 16 is a one ton truck having a load
bearing capacity of approximately 1 ton. In other embodi-
ments, land vehicle 16 may be a relatively large truck, such as
a tractor trailer that is adapted to pull a semi-trailer using a
fifth-wheel tandem hitch.

Land vehicle 16 is coupled to enclosure 14 for housing the
various elements of synthetic aperture radar 12. Enclosure 14
includes a generally box-shaped structure that is rigidly
coupled to a frame portion 20 ofland vehicle 16. The particu-
lar enclosure shown is approximately 20 feet in length,
approximately 8 feet wide, and approximately 9 feet tall. The
various elements of synthetic aperture radar 12 may include
an antenna array 18, a computing system 22, an electrical
power generator 24, and a climate control system 26. Com-
puting system 22 generates synthetic aperture radar imagery
from signals received by antenna array 18. Electrical power
generator 24 uses a suitable liquid fuel, such as petroleum, to
generate electrical power for operating synthetic aperture
radar 12. For the synthetic aperture radar implementation
shown, electrical power generator 24 has a rated power gen-
erating capacity of approximately 12 kilo-Watts and is ther-
mally insulated to reduce conduction of heat into enclosure
14. Climate control system 26 may include an air condition-
ing system that is configured to remove unwanted heat from
enclosure 14 and may have a cooling capacity rating of
approximately 15,000 British thermal units (BTUs).

Antenna array 18 includes a plurality of antenna elements
that are arranged in a plurality of columns. Antenna elements
generate signals suitable for generation of synthetic aperture
radar imagery by transmitting and receiving multiple electro-
magnetic pulses over spatially separated distances. For this
reason, synthetic aperture radar imagery is obtained while
land vehicle 16 is in motion. Spatial separation along the
vertical axis, however, may vary relatively little due to the
inherent lateral movement of land vehicle 16 over the surface
of the ground. It may be beneficial, therefore, to provide
columns of antenna elements that have relatively good verti-
cal spatial separation. Thus in one embodiment, vertical spa-
tial separation of antenna elements may be enhanced by
incorporation of a drop-down box 28 configured on enclosure
14. Drop-down box 28 forms a cavity for placement of at least
a portion of antenna elements of antenna array 18.

FIG. 4 is another perspective view of vehicular surveil-
lance system 10 showing a radome 30 configured on a portion
of enclosure 14. Antenna elements transmit and receive elec-
tro-magnetic radiation that is propagated through a portion of
enclosure 14. For this reason, radome 30 may be configured
on a portion of enclosure 14 to provide a propagation path for
electro-magnetic radiation through enclosure 14. Radome 30
may be formed of any suitable material, such as a fiberglass
composite material, that is generally rigid in consistency,
waterproof, and has good insulative properties for propaga-
tion of electro-magnetic radiation. In one embodiment,
radome 30 is formed of at least two polyurethane sheets
overlying a honeycomb-shaped core. The outer surface of
radome 30 may have visual characteristics that are matched to
those of the enclosure 14. Radome 30 may therefore allow
electro-magnetic radiation to propagate freely while conceal-
ing the antenna array 18 configured inside enclosure 14.
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The outer surface of enclosure 14 may have visual charac-
teristics that may mimic the external appearance of conven-
tional truck enclosures. In this manner, the purpose and mis-
sion of intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance activities
conducted by vehicular surveillance system 10 may be con-
cealed from others within its vicinity. The outer surface of
enclosure 14 may include any visual characteristic, such as,
for example, a color scheme of a conventional truck enclo-
sure, a commercial advertisement, an illustration, and/or one
or more company logos that deceptively conceal the contents
of enclosure 14.

Modifications, additions, or omissions may be made to
vehicular surveillance system 10 without departing from the
scope of the disclosure. The components of vehicular surveil -
lance system 10 may be integrated or separated. For example,
enclosure 14 may be formed of an insulative material having
properties suitable for propagation of electro-magnetic radar
pulses such that radome 30 may form an integral portion of
enclosure 14. Moreover, the operations of vehicular surveil-
lance system 10 may be performed by more, fewer, or other
components. For example, vehicular surveillance system 10
may include other devices useful for its operation, such as a
telemetry mechanism that transmits generated images to a
remote location as the images are being processed such that
users of vehicular surveillance system 10 may obtain useful
intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance information in
real time. Additionally, operations of computing system 22
may be performed using any suitable logic comprising soft-
ware, hardware, and/or other logic.

Although the present disclosure has been described with
several embodiments, a myriad of changes, modifications
may be suggested to one skilled in the art, and it is intended
that the present disclosure encompass such changes, varia-
tions, alterations, transformation, and modifications as they
fall within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for gathering intelligence, surveillance, and

reconnaissance information comprising:

a truck;

an enclosure rigidly coupled to the truck, the enclosure
having a shape and a visual characteristic that mimics
the appearance of a conventional truck;

a synthetic aperture radar comprising a plurality of antenna
elements that transmit and receive electro-magnetic
radiation, the synthetic aperture radar operable to:
generate images of objects, using the received electro-

magnetic radiation, around the truck while the truck is
in motion; and

a drop-down box coupled to the enclosure, the drop-down
box forming a depression in the bottom surface of the
enclosure for housing a portion of the plurality of
antenna elements.

2. A system for gathering intelligence, surveillance, and

reconnaissance information comprising:

a land vehicle;

an enclosure coupled to the land vehicle; and

a synthetic aperture radar housed in the enclosure and
comprising an antenna array that transmits and receives
electro-magnetic radiation, the synthetic aperture radar
operable to:
generate images of objects, using the received electro-

magnetic radiation, around the land vehicle while the
land vehicle is in motion;

wherein the antenna array comprises a plurality of antenna
elements and the enclosure comprises a drop-down box
coupled to the enclosure, the drop-down box forming a
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depression in the bottom surface of the enclosure for
housing a portion of the plurality of antenna elements.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the land vehicle com-
prises a truck having a frame that is rigidly coupled to the
enclosure.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the enclosure comprises
anouter surface having a shape and a visual characteristic that
mimics the appearance of a conventional land vehicle.

5. The system of claim 2, wherein the antenna array has a
plurality of antenna elements disposed adjacent a portion of
the enclosure, each of the plurality of antenna elements hav-
ing a boresight axis that extends through a portion of the
enclosure, the portion of the enclosure comprising a radome.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the radome is made of at
least two polyurethane sheets overlying a honeycomb-shaped
core.

7. The system of claim 5, wherein the radome comprises an
outer surface having a visual characteristic that matches a
visual characteristic of the enclosure.

8. The system of claim 2, further comprising an electrical
power generator housed in the enclosure, the electrical power
generator operable to power the synthetic aperture radar.

9. The system of claim 2, further comprising a climate
control apparatus configured on the enclosure, the climate
control apparatus operable to control the climate within the
enclosure.

10. A self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system comprising:

a synthetic aperture radar comprising a computing system
and an antenna array operable to transmit and receive
electro-magnetic radiation, the computing system oper-
able to receive signals from the antenna array and gen-
erate images of objects using the received electro-mag-
netic radiation;

an electrical power generator operable to power the syn-
thetic aperture radar; and

an enclosure that houses the synthetic aperture radar and
the electrical power generator, the enclosure operable to
be moved while the synthetic aperture radar generates
the images;
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wherein the antenna array comprises a plurality of antenna
elements and the enclosure comprises a drop-down box
coupled to the enclosure, the drop-down box forming a
depression in the bottom surface of the enclosure for
housing a portion of the plurality of antenna elements.

11. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 10, wherein the enclosure is rigidly
coupled to a land vehicle.

12. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 11, wherein the enclosure com-
prises an outer surface having a shape and a visual character-
istic that mimics the appearance of a conventional land
vehicle.

13. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 10, wherein the antenna array has
aplurality of antenna elements disposed adjacent a portion of
the enclosure, each of the plurality of antenna elements hav-
ing a boresight axis that extends through a portion of the
enclosure, the portion of the enclosure comprising a radome.

14. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 13, wherein the radome is made of
at least two polyurethane sheets overlying a honeycomb-
shaped core.

15. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 13, wherein the radome comprises
an outer surface having a visual characteristic that matches
the visual characteristic of the enclosure.

16. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 10, wherein the plurality of
antenna elements are arranged in a plurality of vertically
oriented columns.

17. The self-contained intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance system of claim 10, further comprising a climate
control apparatus configured within the enclosure, the cli-
mate control apparatus operable to control the climate within
the enclosure.



