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RADAR FOR IMAGING OF BUILDINGS

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This invention was made with government support under
government contract number HRO0011-06-C-0111, Visi-
Building Phase 1. The Government has certain rights in this
invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

This disclosure generally relates to synthetic aperture
radars, and more particularly, to an interferometric synthetic
aperture radar that may be used for generating imagery of
buildings.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Synthetic aperture radars (SARs) generate imagery by pro-
cessing radio-frequency energy reflected from differing ori-
entations and positions relative to the target. Imagery gener-
ated by synthetic aperture radars may have benefits over other
image generating devices such as cameras in that imagery
generated by synthetic aperture radars is not usually ham-
pered by precipitation, fog, or other atmospheric phenomena
that warps or blocks visible light. In some cases, synthetic
aperture radars may be used to gather imagery of various
internal features of objects that may be normally opaque to
visible light.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

According to one embodiment, a synthetic aperture radar
includes multiple antenna elements coupled to an image pro-
cessing application. The antenna elements have a differing
vertical spatial separation relative to one another and are
configured to transmit a radio-frequency signal toward a sta-
tionary object and receive multiple reflected radio-frequency
signals from one or more internal features ofthe building. The
image processing application receives the reflected radio-
frequency signals as the antenna elements are moved hori-
zontally with respect to the stationary object. From these
reflected radio-frequency signals, the image processing
application generates imagery of the stationary object accord-
ing to phase variations in the plurality of received radio-
frequency signals. The imagery depicting vertical character-
istics of the one or more internal features of the building.

Some embodiments of the disclosure may provide numer-
ous technical advantages. For example, one embodiment of
the synthetic aperture radar may generate imagery of station-
ary objects such as multi-floor buildings with improved fil-
tering of each floor. The synthetic aperture radar has multiple
antenna elements with a differing vertical spatial separation
relative to one another for deriving various vertical charac-
teristics of a building such as walls or people that may be on
either floor. The vertical spatial separation provides receipt of
reflected radio-frequency signals with a phase shift associ-
ated with the relative elevation of objects within the building.
The image processing application, therefore, may generate
imagery depicting specific objects present on each floor of the
building.

Some embodiments may benefit from some, none, or all of
these advantages. Other technical advantages may be readily
ascertained by one of ordinary skill in the art.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of embodiments of the
disclosure will be apparent from the detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of a synthetic aperture radar
that may be used to generate imagery of buildings according
to the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is an illustration showing one embodiment of a
portable platform that in this particular embodiment, is a
truck that may be used to house the synthetic aperture radar of
FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing one embodiment of a series
of actions that may be performed by the synthetic aperture
radar of FIG. 1 to acquire imagery of a building.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

Imagery generated by synthetic aperture radars (SARs)
may have certain benefits over other image generating
devices such as photographic or video cameras that process
visible light from a target. For example, synthetic aperture
radars may be used to gather imagery of internal features of
targets that may be shielded from view by photographic or
video cameras. For this reason, synthetic aperture radars may
be useful in intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
(ISR) activities to reveal information about targets that may
be generally hidden from view by the naked eye.

Due to terrorist warfare tactics, the United States Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) has determined that a useful purpose
exists for imagery generated by synthetic aperture radars.
Whereas conventional warfare has been conducted on a rela-
tively large scale, terrorism, however, may be limited to the
movements and actions of only one or several enemy com-
batants. For example, it may be useful to observe the move-
ments of terrorists while stationed in a building. Known syn-
thetic aperture radar implementations, however, have
typically been implemented on relatively large portable plat-
forms such as aircraft or ships, which may not be conducive to
tracking terrorists movements through buildings in a small
town or neighborhood.

FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of a synthetic aperture radar
10 according to the teachings of the present disclosure. Syn-
thetic aperture radar 10 includes multiple antenna elements
12 coupled to a image processing application 14. Antenna
elements 12 have a vertical spatial separation relative to one
another. Synthetic aperture radar 10 is configured on a por-
table platform 16 such that antenna elements 12 may be
moved horizontally in relative close proximity to a stationary
object such as a building 20. As is described in detail below,
antenna elements 12 transmit a radio-frequency signal 18
toward building 20 and receive multiple reflected radio-fre-
quency signals 22 from building 20. Image processing appli-
cation 14 processes these radio-frequency signals 22 to derive
various vertical characteristics of its internal features such as
an upper floor 24 of building 20 and differentiate this infor-
mation from information associated with other internal fea-
tures of a first floor 26 of building 20.

Computing system 34 includes, in one embodiment,
instructions stored in image processing application 14 in
memory 30 and executed by a processor 32. Computing sys-
tem 34 may be a network coupled computing system or a
stand-alone computing system. The stand-alone computing
system 34 may be any suitable computing system, such as a
personal computer, laptop computer, or mainframe computer
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capable of executing instructions of image processing appli-
cation 14. The network computing system may be a number
of computers coupled together via a network, such as a local
area network (LAN), a metropolitan area network (MAN), or
a wide area network (WAN). In one embodiment, computing
system 34 includes a stand-alone computing system that con-
figured within and derives its electrical power from portable
platform 16.

Antenna elements 12 may each be any type of antenna
element that coverts electrical signals to electro-magnetic
radiation and vice-versa. In one embodiment, antenna ele-
ments 12 are broad-band horn antennas that are dimensioned
to transmit and receive radio frequency signals in the L.-band
of operation (500 to 1550 Mega-Hertz (MHz)). Given this
range of frequencies, each antenna element 14 may have a
length of approximately 1.5 feet and a front aperture of
approximately 1.0 footby 1.0 foot. In one embodiment, trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal 18 is stepped in frequency dur-
ing operation of synthetic aperture radar 10. Acquisition of
reflected radio-frequency signals 22 at various frequencies
may yield additional information about various internal char-
acteristics of building 20 due to the differing penetration
depths of radio-frequency signal 18 at differing frequencies.
In one embodiment, the transmitted radio-frequency signal
18 may be stepped from 600 to 1250 Mega-Hertz (MHz).
Radio-frequency signals in this range may be well suited for
penetration through buildings formed of common materials
such as wood and/or concrete. In another embodiment, trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal 18 is stepped at a rate such that
a stepping cycle is performed within every 6 inch movement
of portable platform 16.

Inverse synthetic aperture radars typically operate by mov-
ing a transmit and receive beam of microwave radiation
across a target of interest in a controlled manner. In some
cases, the transmit and receive beam may be rotated across the
target of interest while multiple signals from the received
beam are processed. Techniques used for this mode of move-
ment may include a motorized mechanism that spins its
antenna array across a target or an active electronically
scanned array (AESA) that scans its transmit and receive
beams across the target using the combined radiation pattern
of multiple antenna elements. In the present embodiment,
antenna elements 12 may have an orientation that remains
relatively fixed during acquisition of microwave radiation
reflected from building 20. The generally static nature of
antenna elements 12 may, therefore, be relatively less com-
plex and smaller in size than other antenna elements config-
ured for use with inverse synthetic aperture radars in some
embodiments. Portable platform 16 provides movement of
the antenna elements 12 relative to building 20 for generation
imagery of its internal characteristics.

Synthetic aperture radar 10 may be operated in the inter-
ferometric synthetic aperture radar mode in which a single
radio-frequency signal 18 is transmitted by one antenna ele-
ment 12 and reflected radio-frequency signals 22 are received
by the other antenna elements 12. Because the reflected radio-
frequency signals 22 originate from a single source, phase
information may be analyzed from reflected radio-frequency
signals 22 to determine various internal characteristics of
building 20. Image processing application 14 may combine
this phase information with other attributes of received radio-
frequency signals 22 to enhance the generated imagery. In
some embodiments, the acquired phase information may be
useful for filtering specular reflections of internal features of
upper floors 24 from ground floor 26 of building 20.

Image processing application 12 may receive and analyze
phase information at each of several frequencies within the
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frequency range described above. In one embodiment, phase
information obtained at each frequency may be combined to
form the resulting image. Certain embodiments that combine
phase information obtained at various frequencies may
enhance the resulting imagery generated by synthetic aper-
ture radar 10. For example, some internal features of building
20 may reflect and/or attenuate differing frequencies of radio-
frequency signals 22 at corresponding differing levels. Image
processing application 12 may use these differing levels of
reflectivity and/or attenuation to enhance the resulting image
generated by synthetic aperture radar 10. In one embodiment,
image processing application 12 may combine phase infor-
mation from radio-frequency signals 22 obtained at differing
orientations that were obtained by movement of portable
platform 16 relative to building 20. That is, acquiring phase
information during movement of portable platform 16 within
the vicinity of building 20 may provide several sets of phase
information that may be combined by image processing
application 12 to form the resulting image. In another
embodiment, phase information may be obtained at each of
several passes of portable platform 16 within the vicinity of
building 20 and combined by image processing application
12 to form the resulting image.

FIG. 2 is an illustration showing one embodiment of a
portable platform, which in this particular illustration, is a
truck 16'. Truck 16' is configured to move synthetic aperture
radar 10 horizontally over the ground or other suitable hori-
zontal surface such as a roadway. Truck 16' is a known type
having wheels 36 for movement over land and an enclosure
38 for housing antenna elements 12 and computing system
(not shown) of synthetic aperture radar 10. Enclosure 38
includes a randome 40 that is shown hingedly rotated to an
open position to reveal antenna elements 12 configured
inside. Although a truck 16' is shown, any type of portable
platform 16 may be implemented for use with synthetic aper-
ture radar 10 such as automobiles, tractor trailers, or military
vehicles such as armored personnel carriers or tanks.

Portable platforms 16 implemented as land-based vehicles
may be well suited for moving synthetic aperture radar 10
horizontally relative to building 20 for generating imagery of
internal features of building 20. For example, land-based
vehicles such as truck 16' may travel over roads proximate
building 20 at relatively close distances relative to other forms
of portable platforms 16. In this manner, synthetic aperture
radar 10 may provide imagery having relatively good resolu-
tion due to specular reflections that may have relatively good
differentiation at close ranges. Land-based vehicles such as
truck 16' may also provide for covert operation in that antenna
elements 12 and computing system 34 (FIG. 1) may be con-
cealed from view within enclosure 38.

In the particular embodiment shown, antenna elements 12
are configured in a two-dimensional array in which they are
arranged above and below one another having a vertical spa-
tial separation as well as beside one another along the side of
truck 16'. In the particular embodiment shown, three verti-
cally oriented columns 42 are provided that may be indepen-
dently adjustable relative to the other vertically oriented col-
umns 42. Each vertically oriented column 42 is positioned
beside other vertically oriented columns 42 such that certain
antenna elements 12 may have a horizontal spatial separation
relative to other antenna elements 12. This horizontal spatial
separation may provide enhanced resolution of imagery
along its horizontal extent in some embodiments. In one
embodiment in which antenna elements 12 are operated in an
interferometeric synthetic aperture radar mode, the horizon-
tal separation of antenna elements 12 relative to one another
may improve regression of specular reflections from features
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within building 20 due to angular variations of received radio-
frequency signals received by horizontally separated antenna
elements 12.

Modifications, additions, or omissions may be made to
synthetic aperture radar 10 without departing from the scope
of'the disclosure. The components of synthetic aperture radar
10 may be integrated or separated. For example, computing
system 34 may be configured within portable platform 16 or
may be configured external to portable platform 16 in which
image processing application 14 processes signals from
antenna elements 12 using telemetry signaling techniques.
Moreover, the operations of synthetic aperture radar 10 may
be performed by more, fewer, or other components. For
example, synthetic aperture radar 10 may include other
devices useful for its operation, such as video cameras that
may be used by image processing application 14 for aligning
the derived imagery with other elements on the outside of
building 20. Additionally, operations of computing system 22
may be performed using any suitable logic comprising soft-
ware, hardware, and/or other logic.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing one embodiment of a series
of actions that may be performed by synthetic aperture radar
10 to acquire imagery of a stationary object such as building
20. In act 100, the process is initiated.

In act 102, antenna elements 12 are provided having a
vertical spatial separation relative to one another. Antenna
elements 12 may have varying elevational orientations rela-
tive to one another to enhance specular reflections from dif-
fering vertical angles of building 20. In one embodiment,
antenna elements 12 may be configured in a two-dimensional
array in which certain antenna elements also have a horizontal
spatial separation relative to certain other antenna elements
12.

In act 104, synthetic aperture radar 10 is moved horizon-
tally with respect to building 20. Horizontal movement of
synthetic aperture radar 10 may be provided by a truck 16' that
moves over a roadway in relatively close proximity to build-
ing 20.

In act 106, antenna elements 12 of synthetic aperture radar
10 transmit one or more radio-frequency signals 18 toward
building 20. In one embodiment, a single radio-frequency
signal may be transmitted by an antenna element 12 such that
image processing application 14 may process reflected radio-
frequency signals 22 from the other antenna elements 12 in
the interferometric synthetic aperture radar mode. The trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal 18 may be stepped over a fre-
quency range. The transmitted radio-frequency is stepped at a
rate to complete a stepping cycle within every 6 inch move-
ment of truck 16'.

In act 108, antenna elements 12 of synthetic aperture radar
10 receive multiple radio-frequency signals 22 reflected from
building 20. The vertical spatial separation and/or horizontal
spatial separation of antenna elements relative to one another
may include information about various internal characteris-
tics of building 20 that may reveal certain internal character-
istics of building 20, such as the existence and orientation of
walls of people in building 20.

In act 110, image processing application 14 processes the
received radio-frequency signals 22 to form imagery of build-
ing 20. The vertical spatial separation of antenna elements 12
provides radio-frequency signals 22 that may be used to dis-
tinguish various vertical characteristics within building 20.
For example, phase variations caused by specular reflections
from upper floors of building 20 may be used as a filter for
imagery generated for the ground floor of building 20 and
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vice-versa. Thus, imagery of the internal characteristics of
building 20 may be obtained for buildings 20 having multiple
floors.

The process describes above continues throughout acqui-
sition of imagery of building 20. When further acquisition of
imagery is no longer needed or desired, the process ends in act
112.

Modifications, additions, or omissions may be made to the
method without departing from the scope of the disclosure.
The method may include more, fewer, or other acts. For
example, the above described series of actions may be per-
formed multiple times over the same pathway or over differ-
ing pathways and the resulting imagery of each combined to
form enhanced imagery of building 20. Additionally, infor-
mation associated with movement of people or other things in
building 20 may be monitored by comparing imagery that is
acquired at varying times relative to one another.

Although the present disclosure has been described with
several embodiments, a myriad of changes, variations, alter-
ations, transformations, and modifications may be suggested
to one skilled in the art, and it is intended that the present
disclosure encompass such changes, variations, alterations,
transformation, and modifications as they fall within the
scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A mobile synthetic aperture radar comprising:
a plurality of antenna elements that are arranged in a two-
dimensional array and configured in or on a truck, the
plurality of antenna elements operable to transmit a
transmitted radio-frequency signal toward a building
and receive a plurality of reflected radio-frequency sig-
nals comprising energy from the transmitted radio-fre-
quency signal that is reflected from one or more internal
features of the building, the plurality of antenna ele-
ments operable to step the transmitted radio-frequency
signal through a range of frequencies extending from
500 to 1225 Mega-Hertz, at least a portion of the
reflected radio-frequency signals received with a verti-
cal aperture that differs from one another; and
an image processing application coupled to the plurality of
antenna elements and operable to:
receive the reflected radio-frequency signals from the
plurality of antenna elements as they are moved hori-
zontally with respect to the building; and

generate imagery of the building according to phase
variations in the plurality of received radio-frequency
signals relative to one another, the imagery depicting
vertical characteristics of the one or more internal
features comprising a ground floor and an upper floor
of the building.

2. A mobile synthetic aperture radar comprising:

a plurality of antenna elements having a differing vertical
spatial separation relative to one another, the plurality of
antenna elements operable to transmit a transmitted
radio-frequency signal toward a stationary object and
receive a plurality of reflected radio-frequency signals
comprising energy from the transmitted radio-frequency
signal that is reflected from one or more internal features
of the stationary object; and

an image processing application coupled to the plurality of
antenna elements and operable to:
receive the reflected radio-frequency signals from the

plurality of antenna elements as they are moved hori-

zontally with respect to the stationary object; and
generate imagery of the stationary object according to

phase variations in the plurality of received radio-
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frequency signals relative to one another, the imagery
depicting vertical characteristics of the one or more
internal features.

3. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 2, wherein
the plurality of antenna elements comprise a two-dimensional
array of antenna elements.

4. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 2, wherein
the plurality of antenna elements are operable to step the
transmitted radio-frequency signal through a range of fre-
quencies.

5. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 4, wherein
the range of frequencies extends from 500 Mega-Hertz to
1225 Mega-Hertz.

6. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 4, wherein
the plurality of antenna elements are operable to repeatedly
step the transmitted radio-frequency signals through the
range of frequencies within every 6 inch movement of the
plurality of antenna elements.

7. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 2, wherein
the stationary object comprises a building and the one or more
internal features comprises a ground floor and an upper floor
of the building.

8. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 2, wherein
the plurality of antenna elements are configured on a portable
platform.

9. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 8, wherein
the portable platform comprises a land-based vehicle.

10. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 2, wherein
the plurality of antenna elements are oriented in a fixed ori-
entation relative to one another.

11. The mobile synthetic aperture radar of claim 2, wherein
the plurality of antenna elements are operable to receive at
least a portion of the reflected radio-frequency signals with a
vertical aperture that differs from one another.

12. A method comprising:

providing a plurality of antenna elements that have a ver-

tical spatial separation relative to one another;

moving the plurality of antenna elements horizontally with

respect to a stationary object;

transmitting, using the plurality of antenna elements, a

transmitted radio-frequency signal toward the stationary
object;

15

20

25

30

35

40

8

receiving, using the plurality of antenna elements, a plu-
rality of reflected radio-frequency signals comprising
energy from the transmitted radio-frequency signal that
is reflected from one or more internal features of the
stationary object; and

generating imagery of the stationary object according to

phase variations in the plurality of received radio-fre-
quency signals relative to one another, the imagery
depicting vertical characteristics of the one or more
internal features.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising orienting
the plurality of antenna elements to have a horizontal spatial
separation relative to one another.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein transmitting the trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal comprises stepping the trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal through a range of frequencies.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein stepping the trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal comprises stepping the trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal through a range of frequencies
that extends from 500 Mega-Hertz to 1225 Mega-Hertz.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein stepping the trans-
mitted radio-frequency signal comprises repeatedly stepping
the transmitted radio-frequency signals through the range of
frequencies within every 6 inch movement of the plurality of
antenna elements.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein generating imagery of
one or more internal features of the stationary object com-
prises generating imagery of a ground floor and one or more
upper floors of a building.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein moving the plurality
of'antenna elements horizontally with respect to the building
comprises moving the plurality of antenna elements horizon-
tally with respect to a building using a land-based vehicle.

19. The method of claim 12, further comprising orienting
the plurality of antenna elements to have a fixed orientation
relative to one another.

20. The method of claim 12, wherein receiving the
reflected radio-frequency signals comprises receiving at least
a portion of the reflected radio-frequency signals with a ver-
tical aperture that differs from one another.
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