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1
RADAR DEVICE AND PROCESSING
METHOD THEREFOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to radar devices that are
mounted on vehicles such as motor and flying vehicles, and
used for preventing those vehicles from colliding, for per-
forming follow-up driving while maintaining a certain dis-
tance and so forth, and, in particular, to a radar device
(FMCW radar: frequency-modulated continuous wave radar)
that detects, by transmission/reception of a radar wave, a
range and range-change rate (relative velocity) to targets each
existing outside the vehicle, and the device’s processing
method.

2. Description of the Related Art

In a conventional radar device, as shown in FIG. 1, there
transmitted as a radar wave is a transmission signal of a
carrier-wave being frequency-modulated by a triangular
modulation signal to demonstrate a periodically constant and
repeated increase/decrease in signal frequency. The radar
wave reflected by a target is received by the device, and at the
same time, a beat signal is generated by mixing the received
signal with the transmission signal. The frequency of the beat
signal (beat frequency) is measured in sweep intervals each,
i.e., at the time of up-chirping when the frequency of the
transmission signal increases and, at the time of down-chirp-
ing when the frequency of the transmission signal decreases;
and then, based on an up-chirping beat frequency f,, and a
down-chirping beat frequency f,,; having been measured, a
range R and range-change rate V to a target is calculated by
using Equations (1) and (2), respectively.

B cT (1
k= @(fbu + fod)

= Sp @
V= i (fou = fod)

Here, the parameter B denotes a frequency modulation
width corresponding to a transmission signal; the parameter
f,, the center frequency of the transmission signal; the param-
eter T, one periodic sweep time-interval for each of an up-
chirp and a down-chirp; and the parameter c, the speed of
light.

As described above, in such a conventional radar device, it
is possible to detect a range and range-change rate to the
target by correlating an up-chirping beat frequency f,,, with a
down-chirping beat frequency f, ;. However, even if each of
the beat frequencies obtained in up-chirping and down-chirp-
ing is a beat frequency associated with the same or identical
target, a frequency offset is caused therebetween. In addition,
in such a state in which a plurality of targets exists, a plurality
of'reception signals is obtained from the targets, and therefore
a plurality of beat frequencies is generated, so that it is nec-
essary to determine which of beat frequencies at the time of
up-chirping correlates with which of beat frequencies at the
time of down-chirping. As a measure to this, a method of
handling an environment with a plurality of targets is dis-
closed in which, in order to correlate beat frequencies
obtained at the time of up-chirping and at that of down-
chirping, beat frequencies obtained in every up-chirping
sweep period are arranged in ascending order and beat fre-
quencies obtained in every down-chirping sweep period are
arranged in ascending order, and correlating the beat frequen-
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2

cies obtained at the time of up-chirping and at that of down-
chirping is carried out so as to maintain both of the arrange-
ments (for example, refer to “Millimeter-wave Radar
Distance and Velocity Measurement Device,” Japanese
Patent Publication No. 2778864).

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE
INVENTION

However, in a correlation of the beat frequencies by such a
method described above, when there exists a beat frequency
due to unwanted signal components other than those due to a
target in either an up-chirping beat frequency or a down-
chirping beat frequency, namely, in a case in which a detect-
ing state of the target differs at the time of up-chirping or at the
time of down-chirping, and the number of peaks of beat
frequencies does not match with each other, there occurs a
situation in which the correlation of the beat frequencies
cannot be accurately carried out.

The present invention has been directed at solving those
problems described above, and an object of the invention is to
provide a radar device and it’s processing method that are
able to accurately calculate a range and range-change rate to
a target even when the number of peaks of beat frequencies
differs from each other at the time of up-chirping and at that
of down-chirping.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Means for Solving the Problems

In order to achieve the object described above, a radar
device according to the present invention comprises: a trans-
mission means for generating a transmission signal whose
frequency periodically increases and decreases in a constant
modulation width, and for radiating the transmission signal
into space; a reception means for acquiring a reception signal
by receiving a reflected signal of the transmission signal by a
target, and for generating a beat signal by mixing the recep-
tion signal with the transmission signal; a beat-frequency
generating means for obtaining a first beat-frequency distri-
bution from the beat signal at the time of up-chirping in which
the frequency of the transmission signal ascends so as to
determine a frequency peak in the first beat-frequency distri-
bution, and for obtaining a second beat-frequency distribu-
tion from the beat signal at the time of down-chirping in
which the frequency of the transmission signal descends so as
to determine a frequency peak in the second beat-frequency
distribution; an up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means for
performing tracking processing on a frequency peak in the
first beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
up-chirping time-intervals, and for generating first beat-fre-
quency time-series data from the frequency peak whose cor-
relation is obtained by the tracking processing; an up-chirp
target-detection means for calculating a first range and range-
change rate to the target from the first beat-frequency time-
series data; a down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means for
performing tracking processing on a frequency peak in the
second beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality
of down-chirping time-intervals, and for generating second
beat-frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking processing; and
a down-chirp target-detection means for calculating a second
range and range-change rate to the target from the second
beat-frequency time-series data.

Effects of the Invention

According to the radar device in the present invention, by
performing tracking processing on the beat frequencies each
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obtained at the time of up-chirping and at that of down-
chirping, it is possible to enhance, in comparison to a radar
device using a conventional FMCW radar apparatus, the
accuracy of pairing an up-chirping beat frequency with a
down-chirping beat frequency.

The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention will become more appar-
ent from the following detailed description of the present
invention when taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating changes in carrier-wave
frequencies associated with transmission/reception signals
transmitted/received by a radar device, and changes in a beat
frequency attributed to a beat signal;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a configuration of a radar
device in Embodiment 1 of the present invention;

FIGS. 3a and 356 are diagrams each showing signal strength
of a beat signal;

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining tracking operations on
targets;

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a configuration of a radar
device in Embodiment 2 of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a configuration of a radar
device in Embodiment 3 of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a configuration of a radar
device in Embodiment 4 of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating changes in carrier-wave
frequencies associated with transmission/reception signals
transmitted/received by a radar device, and changes in a beat
frequency attributed to a beat signal; and

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a configuration of a radar
device in Embodiment 5 of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereunder, preferred embodiments according to the
present invention will be described in detail with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
radar device in Embodiment 1. The radar device in this
embodiment includes a transmission means 1, a reception
means 2, a beat-frequency generating means 3, an up-chirp
beat-frequency tracking means 4, a down-chirp beat-fre-
quency tracking means 5, an up-chirp target-detection means
6, a down-chirp target-detection means 7, an identical-target
determining means 8, and a target-information extraction
means 9.

Next, the operations of the radar device will be explained.
The transmission means 1 generates a transmission signal,
and radiates the transmission signal into space. To be specific,
a triangular periodic signal is generated by a triangular-wave
generator 11, and is supplied into a transmitter 12 as a modu-
lation signal. Based on the modulation signal, the transmitter
12 generates a transmission signal by frequency-modulating
a carrier wave, and transmits the transmission signal from a
transmitting antenna 13. The frequency corresponding to the
transmission signal eventually changes, as shown in FIG. 1,
with a period T in each of sweep time-intervals for each of an
up-chirp and a down-chirp in the bounds of a frequency
modulation width B.
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The reception means 2 receives, as a reception signal, a
reflected transmission signal having been transmitted by the
transmission means 1 and reflected by a target, and generates
a beat signal from the reception signal and the transmission
signal having been generated by the transmitter 12. To be
specific, a reception signal is received by a receiving antenna
21, and a receiver 22 generates a beat signal from the recep-
tion signal and the transmission signal having been generated
by the transmitter 12. The beat signal is converted into a
digital signal by an analog-to-digital (A/ID) converter 23, and
the digital signal is outputted into the beat-frequency gener-
ating means 3.

The beat-frequency generating means 3 performs, by using
a fast Fourier transform (FFT) or the like, frequency analysis
of the beat signal in each of the periodic sweep intervals.
FIGS. 3a and 35 each show one example of frequency distri-
bution of a beat signal in one periodic interval at the time of
up-chirping and at the time of down-chirping. The beat-fre-
quency generating means 3 extracts from a frequency distri-
bution of the beat signal a beat-signal’s peak frequency U(t)i
at the time of up-chirping and a beat-signal’s peak frequency
D(t)j at the time of down-chirping. Here, the parameters “i”
and “j” each denote the number to distinguish the peaks; the
parameter “t” denotes sweep time at which the beat frequency
has been obtained. The beat-signal’s peak frequency U(t)i
obtained by the beat-frequency generating means 3 at the time
of up-chirping is outputted into the up-chirp beat-frequency
tracking means 4; the beat-signal’s peak frequency D(1)j
obtained by the beat-frequency generating means 3 at the time
of down-chirping is outputted into the down-chirp beat-fre-
quency tracking means 5.

The up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4 performs
tracking processing ona peak frequency of a beat-signal at the
time of up-chirping. FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram for
explaining the overall tracking processing. FIG. 4 shows an
example in which, when there are two peak frequencies
obtained at sweep time t(k) and two peak frequencies
obtained at sweep time t(k+1), two respective peak frequen-
cies are correlated with the provisional targets, by using a
predicted beat frequency of an existing provisional detection
target (not shown in the figure), as two provisional targets
(provisional target “m” and provisional target “m+1""). Here,
it is indicated that peak frequencies fu,, (k) and fu,,(k+1) are
determined as the peak frequencies of the provisional target
“m,” and peak frequencies fu,,,, (k) and fu,,, , (k+1) are deter-
mined as the peak frequencies of the provisional target
“m+1.” Note that, with respect to the peak frequencies corre-
lated with each other, processing to calculate a true value of
the beat frequency is also performed by using a predicted beat
frequency of an existing provisional detection target.

Next, the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4 will be
explained. First, a dynamic model of a target in the tracking
processing is described. A beat-frequency vector x“,(m) of a
provisional target m (m=1, 2, . . ., M) at sweep time t(k) is
defined in Equation (3), and the dynamic model is defined in
Equation (4). Note that, a superscript suffix u of a state vector
x denotes “up-chirping.” The beat-frequency vector x has, as
its components, a beat frequency u, and the amount of its
time-based change. In Equation (3), a superscript suffix T
indicates transpose of the vector. The term @, is a state tran-
sition matrix from sweep time t(k) to sweep time t(k+1)
defined by Equation (5), and movement of the target is
assumed to be a linear uniform motion. Here, “At” denotes the
difference-time between sweep times t(k) and t(k+1). In addi-
tion, “w,” is a process noise vector at sweep time t(k); the
process noise vector has a set of a mean value 0 (zero) and
variance Q. as expressed in Equation (6).
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xm) = [we 1" 3)
Xier = Qpx +w )
1 A 5
o, =[ r 5
01
Elw] =0, Elwwi]=0 ©

Next, an measurement model in the tracking processing
will be described. The measurement model of an observed
value is defined as expressed by Equation (7). Here, the
parameter 7", denotes the observed value of a beat frequency;
“H,” an measurement matrix defined by Equation (8); and
“v,,” an measurement noise that has a set of a mean value 0
(zero) and measurement error variance R, as expressed in
Equation (9).

2 =Hx; vy

M

H=[10] (8)

E[v;]0, E[v¢’]-Re ©

The up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4 performs
the tracking processing on an observed value of the peak
frequency of a beat signal (hereinafter referred to as a “beat
frequency”) in which the beat-frequency generating means 3
outputs at the time of up-chirping. First, in a correlation unit
41, it is determined whether or not an observed up-chirping
beat-frequency value u, outputted by the beat-frequency gen-
erating means 3 at sweep time t(k) satisfies an inequality
equation expressed by Equation (10). In Equation (10), the
parameter d denotes a determination threshold-value; and the
parameter S, measurement prediction variance of a provi-
sional target m defined in Equation (11). In addition, “P,,_,”
in Equation (11) denotes a state prediction covariance matrix
whose calculation is carried out in a prediction unit 44 as will
be described later. The parameter u™,,_, is a predicted value
of a beat frequency for a provisional target m at sweep time
t(k) obtained by the prediction unit 44 to be described later;
the parameter u™,,_, is calculated from a predicted value
X w1 of a beat-frequency vector at sweep time t(k) by using
Equation (12).

(e — gt (M) (10)

Skle-1(m)

Stie-1(m) = HPy— 1 (m)H™ + Ry an

-1 (m) = HXf )y (m) (12)

The correlation unit 41 determines that, when there is no
provisional target whose beat frequency satisfies the inequal-
ity equation expressed by Equation (10), “there exists no
correlation.”” And then, in a case in which “there exists no
correlation,” the beat frequency is registered as a beat fre-
quency for anew provisional target in an initialization unit 42.
When registering, by using initial forms of a beat-frequency
vector x*,(m) and a smoothing-error covariance matrix P,(m)
as expressed in respective Equations (13) and (14), a updated
state estimate vector and a updated state covariance matrix
are specified. In Equation (14), the parameter R, designates
measurement error variance, and the parameter v, . is a
maximum value of the amount of beat-frequency’s change. In
addition, sweep time given to the beat frequency is also speci-
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fied. Moreover, a tracking quality TQ-value for the new pro-
visional target is set to 0 (zero) as indicated in Equation (15).
In addition, the total number “M” of provisional targets is
incremented by 1 (one).

ximy=[uo 077 (13)
14

2
0 Vmax

Ry O
Po(m) = [ }

TQ(m) =0 (15)

The correlation unit 41 determines that, when there is a
provisional target whose beat frequency satisfies the inequal-
ity equation expressed by Equation (10), “there exists corre-
lation.” And then, in a case in which “there exists correlation,”
the beat frequency is registered in a smoothing unit 43 as an
observed beat-frequency value whose correlation has been
obtained for a provisional target m, and a state update of the
provisional target m is performed using Equations (16)
through (19). In Equation (16), a updated state estimate X%,
at sweep time t(k) is calculated by using an observed beat-
frequency value u, and a predicted value u™,_, of a beat-
frequency state vector. In addition, a updated state covariance
matrix P, is calculated by Equation (17). A gain matrix K is
defined by Equation (18). Moreover, the tracking quality
TQ-value for the provisional target m is incremented by one
(refer to Equation (19)). At this time, when the TQ-value
exceeds a prespecified upper-limit value TQmax, the TQ-
value is fixed at the TQmax (refer also to Equation (19)).

;‘/I:\k (m) = X1 om) + K[ — HXf_y (m)] 16)

Py (m) = [I = Ky HIPyy—1 (m) 17

_ Pk\k,l(m)HT (18)

T Skpetlm)

TQ(m) = min{TQ(m) + 1, TQ

i)

a9

On the other hand, as for a provisional target m that has
been registered, but a beat frequency having correlation is not
obtained therefor, the smoothing unit 43 performs a state
update of the provisional target m using Equations (20)
through (22). A updated state estimate X, , at sweep time
t(k) is calculated by Equation (20), and a updated state cova-
riance matrix P, by Equation (21). In addition, the memory-
track tracking-quality TQ-value being stored is decremented
by one (refer to Equation (22)). At this time, when the TQ-
value falls below a prespecified lower-limit value TQmin, the
TQ-value is fixed at the TQmin (refer also to Equation (22)).

Fie (M)t “(m) (20)
Prgm)=Prp_y(m) (2D
TQ(m)=min{TQ(m)-1, TQ,,;,} (22)

The prediction unit 44 calculates, by using either a updated
state estimate and a updated state covariance matrix obtained
by the smoothing unit 43 corresponding to sweep time t(k), or
aupdated state estimate and a updated state covariance matrix
specified in the initialization unit 42 corresponding to sweep
time t(k), a predicted state vector X+, ;, and a state predic-
tion covariance matrix P, ;, corresponding to sweep time
t(k+1) (refer to Equation (23) and Equation (24)). Note that,
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a state transition matrix ¢, used in calculation is calculated by
Equation (5) using difference-time At (i.e., At=t(k+1)-t(k))
that is derived relative to sweep time t(k+1) and given to a beat
frequency newly supplied by the beat-frequency generating
means 3.

T 1k = QK (23)

Proe i 0 Prs 0+ O (24)

A updated state estimate and a updated state covariance
matrix calculated by the prediction unit 44 are used for cor-
relation processing at sweep time t(k+1) in the correlation
unit 41 described above. By repeating the processing
described above for each of sweep times, the tracking pro-
cessing is executed for a provisional target.

The up-chirp target-detection means 6 receives time-series
data of an up-chirping beat frequency whose correlation has
been obtained for a provisional target m having been obtained
by the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4, and per-
forms target-detection determination for the provisional tar-
get for which the tracking processing has been carried out by
the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4. Moreover, a
range and range-change rate to the detected target is calcu-
lated.

In the up-chirp target-detection means 6, first, TQ-values
each for a provisional target m (m=1, 2, . . . , M) are sequen-
tially received, and it is determined that target-detection has
been performed for the provisional target at a time-point
when a TQ-value exceeds a predetermined TQthre (threshold
value). The provisional target having been determined as the
target-detection is defined as a “detected target.” In the up-
chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4, there held and stored
is time-series data that is a tracking-processing result corre-
sponding to the detected target of a correlation-established
up-chirping beat frequency, namely, a set of beat frequencies
at different sampling times. There is the relation of Equation
(25) between an up-chirping beat frequency 1, ,(m) of a
provisional target m a t an arbitrary sampling time t,, and a
range R¥,(m) to the target and range-change rate R-dot*k(m)
to the target. Although Equation (25) can be obtained at a
sampling time t, each, a range to a target and range-change
rate thereof is different at each of the sampling times; there-
fore, a plurality of such Equations (25) cannot be solved as a
simultaneous equation for a range to a target and range-
change rate thereof.

To this end, a range and range-change rate to a target at a
reference sampling time t, is defined by Equation (26), and a
range and range-change rate to the target at an arbitrary sam-
pling time t, is modeled by Equation (27). Thus, based on the
time-difference A between the reference sampling time t, and
the arbitrary sampling time t, (refer to Equation (30)), a state
transition matrix ), is defined as Equation (29); and then,
using Equation (28), an up-chirping beat frequency at an
arbitrary sampling time is expressed by a range and range-
change rate at the reference sampling time. By rewriting
Equation (25) using Equation (26) through Equation (30), a
simultaneous equation can be obtained for a range and range-
change rate to the target at the reference sampling time, so
that, by solving the equation, it is possible to obtain the range
and range-change rate to the target at the reference sampling
time. A range and range-change rate at an arbitrary sampling
time can be calculated by Equation (28) using a range and
range-change rate to the target at the reference sampling time.
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The down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 5 performs
tracking processing on an observed value of the peak fre-
quency of a beat signal outputted by the beat-frequency gen-
erating means 3 at the time of down-chirping. The configu-
ration of the down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 5 is
similar to that of the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means
4, and is configured to include a correlation unit 51, an ini-
tialization unit 52, a smoothing unit 53, and a prediction unit
54. What are performed in these units each are the same as the
processing operations in those units of the up-chirp beat-
frequency tracking means 4 described for Equations (1)
through (24), and so their detailed explanation is omitted.
However, in the respective equations, the superscript suffix d
indicating “down-chirp” will be used in replace of the super-
script suffix u indicating “up-chirp.”

The down-chirp target-detection means 7 receives time-
series data of a down-chirping beat frequency whose corre-
lation has been obtained for a provisional target m having
been derived by the down-chirp beat-frequency tracking
means 5, and performs target-detection determination for the
provisional target for which the tracking processing has been
carried out by the down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means
5, followed by calculation of a range and range-change rate to
the target. Specific processing operations are similar to the
processing by the up-chirp target-detection means 6, and
obey Equations (25) through (30); thus, their detailed expla-
nation is omitted. However, it differs in that the superscript
suffix d indicating “down-chirp” will be used in replace of the
superscript suffix u indicating “up-chirp” in the respective
equations, and in addition, the second term on the right-hand
side in Equation (25) takes the minus sign (-).

Presuming that, in the up-chirp target-detection means 6
and the down-chirp target-detection means 7, a reference
sampling time t, for a range and range-change rate to the
target to be calculated is coincided with the same time, the
up-chirp target-detection means 6 and the down-chirp target-
detection means 7 each can thus calculate the range and
range-change rate to the target at the same reference sampling
time.

The identical-target determining means 8 receives the out-
puts from the up-chirp target-detection means 6 and the
down-chirp target-detection means 7, and determines
whether or not a detected target at the time of up-chirping and
a detected target at the time of down-chirping correlate with
the same or identical target. A criterion on the identical-target
determination is that, when the difference between the range
and range-change rate to the target m obtained at the time of
up-chirping and that to the target n obtained at the time of
down-chirping is within a constant bound, the ranges and
rates for the target m and the target n are determined to
correlate to an identical target (i.e., “pairing” of the detected
targets is carried out). To be specific, for example, when
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Equation (31) and Equation (32) are simultaneously held, or
aninequality equation expressed by Equation (33) is satisfied,
it is determined as for an identical target. Note that, param-
eters AR and AR-dot in Equation (31) and Equation (32) are
determination threshold-values of a range and range-change
rate, respectively. In addition, parameters o and oz ,,, in
Equation (33) are estimation accuracy of a range and estima-
tion accuracy of a range-change rate, respectively; and these
parameters are obtained by replacing a state prediction cova-
riance matrix P,,_; in Equation (11) by a updated state cova-
riance matrix P, , in Equation (17). Moreover, the parameter
A in Equation (33) is a determination threshold-value.

|R*(m) — R%(n)| < AR (31

| om) - B ()] = AR (32)

(R“m) - Ry (R'm) - Rd(n))2 63
+ <A
7 -

In the target-information extraction means 9, extraction of
target information is performed. When there exists a plurality
of combinations of target information each determined as for
an identical target by the identical-target determining means
8, a simple-pair selecting unit 91 selects predominantly such
combination that an evaluation value on the left-hand sides
each in Equations (31) and (32) or that in Equation (33) is
minimized.

The pairs of the ranges and range-change rates for the
combination selected by the simple-pair selecting unit 91
with respect to up-chirping and down-chirping are inputted
into a target-information calculation unit 92, where target
information is derived in accordance with these ranges and
range-change rates, and then outputted therefrom. In a
method of deriving the target information, for example, either
one of the pairs of ranges and range-change rates correspond-
ing to up-chirping and down-chirping, which minimizes a
volume of a updated state covariance matrix in Equation (17),
is selected as the target information. In another method,
according to such Equations (34) and (35), it is possible to
determine the target information, by using every ranges and
range-change rates of up-chirping and down-chirping having
been determined for an identical target, and by calculating a
weighted and combined range and range-change rate by the
updated state covariance matrix in Equation (17).

R=(Py, 1 (m)+P; 1 (1) ™ Py (R () + (P () +

Pra(m) " Pra(m)R () (34)
R:(Pk\k(m)"'Pk\k(n))71Pik\k(n)Ru(m)+(Pk\k(m)+
Prp) ™ Py (R () (35)

Note that, although a tracking means using beat frequen-
cies is described in the above explanation, when information
of an angle at a direction to which a target exists and that of
signal power of a reflected wave from the target are available,
it is possible to achieve functional enhancement by concur-
rently using these pieces of information and further adding
those to a state vector.

According to the radar device in Embodiment 1 as
described above, tracking processing on a beat frequency at
the time of up-chirping and tracking processing on a beat
frequency at the time of down-chirping are individually per-
formed, so that it is possible to accomplish high tracking
accuracy to the target.

After having completed the tracking processing, the pair-
ing is carried out with a target detected at the time of up-
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chirping and a target detected at that of down-chirping; there-
fore, it is possible to reduce a probability that an erroneous
pair is made when a pair of up-chirping and down-chirping is
selected.

Moreover, in deriving target information, because ranges
and range-change rates each to a target obtained at the times
ofup-chirping and down-chirping may be weighted and com-
bined, and the range and range-change rate having been com-
bined is made as the target information, so that the degree of
accuracy of the target information can be increased.

Embodiment 2

The radar device in Embodiment 2 is so constructed that
can calculate, at the same time with respect to a plurality of
targets, a range and range-change rate to each of the targets.
FIG. 5is ablock diagram showing a configuration of the radar
device in Embodiment 2. In FIG. 5, the same reference
numerals and symbols designate the same items as or items
corresponding to those shown in FIG. 2. Because an identical-
target determining means 86 differs in its processing opera-
tions from the identical-target determining means 8 in
Embodiment 1, this will be described later. Moreover, a glo-
bal-pair selecting unit 93 in a target-information extraction
means 95 is added in place of the simple-pair selecting unit 91
in Embodiment 1. Other items and components take the same
configuration in Embodiment 1; thus, their explanation is
omitted.

In determination process on identical-target in the identi-
cal-target determining means 8b, when the difference
between a range and range-change rate to a target m obtained
at the time of up-chirping and a range and range-change rate
to a target n obtained at the time of down-chirping is within a
constant bound, namely Equation (36) is satisfied, it is deter-
mined that a combination (pair) obtained for of the target m
and that for the target n is for the same or identical target.
Here, parameters 0, and 0, _,,,in Equation (36) are respective
estimation accuracy of a range and that of range-change rate,
and are the same as the values in Equation (33) used in
Embodiment 1; the parameters o and oy_,,, are determined
from a updated state covariance matrix calculated in the up-
chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4 or the down-chirp
beat-frequency tracking means 5. In addition, the parameter d
is the value that is determined using a chi-square distribution
table with two degrees of freedom. To be specific, a probabil-
ity of target’s existence is specified in a correlation area, and,
based on a chi-square distribution table with two degrees of
freedom, the parameter d that determines the correlation area
may be defined.

Note that, as described in Embodiment 1, there is also a
probability in which there exists a plurality of pairs that
satisfies Equation (36), so that duplication in assignment
occurs. In order to perform the processing that corresponds to
such an environment with multiple targets, the identical-tar-
get determining means 85 makes a correlation matrix Q(X)
such as Bquation (37). As for components W,; each in the
correlation matrix Q(X), when the detected target of a
detected target-number “i” of up-chirping and the detected
target of a detected target-number “j” of down-chirping form
a combination of a pair that satisfies Equation (36), it is
specified that W, =1; when Bquation (36) is not satisfied, it is
specified that W,=0.

The target-information extraction means 95 receives the
correlation matrix 2(X) having been derived by the identical-
target determining means 8b, and selects the optimum com-
bination out of pairs in which the identical-target determining
means 85 has determined as for identical targets each. For



US 8,085,184 B2

11

example, it is presumed that there exist two targets in both
up-chirping and down-chirping, and, as a result of determi-
nation by the identical-target determining means 85 based on
Equation (36), the correlation matrix 2(X) of Equation (38) is
derived. As for a combination of detected targets allowable
from Equation (38) in the up-chirping and the down-chirping,
the combination expressed by a set of three matrices in Equa-
tion (39) can be presumed. Each of these matrices expresses
three types of the hypothesis described below.

Hypothesis 1: “a detected target 1 in up-chirping and the
detected target 1 in down-chirping,” and

“a detected target 2 in the up-chirping and the detected
target 2 in the down-chirping,”

Hypothesis 2: “a detected target 1 in up-chirping and the
detected target 1 in down-chirping,” and

Hypothesis 3: “a detected target 2 in up-chirping and the
detected target 2 in down-chirping.”

The global-pair selecting unit 93 in the target-information
extraction means 95 selects, out of the individual hypotheses
expressed by Equation (39), an hypothesis in which a sum of
the values on the left-hand side in Equation (36) is minimized,
as an optimal or the best-case hypothesis. That is to say, as for
Hypothesis 1, a sum of a value on the left-hand side in Equa-
tion (36) with respect to “a detected target 1 in up-chirping
and the detected target 1 in down-chirping” and a value on the
left-hand side in Equation (36) with respect to “a detected
target 2 in up-chirping and the detected target 2 in down-
chirping” is given as an evaluation value for Hypothesis 1; as
for Hypothesis 2, a value on the left-hand side in Equation
(36) with respect to “a detected target 1 in up-chirping and the
detected target 1 in down-chirping” is given as an evaluation
value for Hypothesis 2; as for Hypothesis 3, a value on the
left-hand side in Equation (36) with respect to “a detected
target 2 in up-chirping and the detected target 2 in down-
chirping” is given as an evaluation value for Hypothesis 3;
and then, an hypothesis that gives the minimum value out of
the evaluation values obtained for Hypothesis 1 through
Hypothesis 3 is selected as an optimal or the best-case
hypothesis.

L 4 \2 36
(Rém) - )" (R'om) - K () (36)
> + > <d
R Tr
QX)=Wyi=12,... I j=1,2,...,J]) (37)
Wi Wi Wiz .. Wy
Way Wi Was ... Wy
=| Wi Wi Wi .. Wy
Wi Wp Wi o Wy
AUX)=Wy(i=1,2,j=12) (38)
10
h [1 1 }
10 00 00 39
Qxh = [ } ax?) = [ } Xy = [ }
01 10 01

A target-information calculation unit 925 receives, in a
similar manner to a target-information calculation unit 92 in
Embodiment 1, a combination of ranges and range-change
rates with respect to up-chirping and down-chirping for
which the global-pair selecting unit 93 has selected, and then
derives target information based on those received so as to be
sent out.
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Note that, although an example of two targets has been
described in the explanation described above, it is needless to
say that, in general, a number n (n>2) of targets can be also
applied by extension.

According to the radar device in Embodiment 2 as
described above, the identical-target determining means per-
forms determination for an identical target, based on the
chi-square test, from a range and range-change rate to a target
obtained for each one of up-chirping and down-chirping, so
that target-detection accuracy can be further increased.

Moreover, the identical-target determination is performed
in which possible combinations in an environment with mul-
tiple targets is taken into an account, and an hypothesis is set
up, so that it is possible to increase the target-detection accu-
racy in the environment with the multiple targets.

Embodiment 3

A radar device in Embodiment 3 is a device in which
processing operations are changed from those in the up-chirp
target-detection means 6 and the down-chirp target-detection
means 7 of the radar device in Embodiment 1. FIG. 6 is a
block diagram showing a configuration of the radar device in
Embodiment 3. In FIG. 6, the same reference numerals and
symbols designate the same items as or items corresponding
to those shown in FIG. 2. An up-chirp target-detection means
6¢ in this embodiment is distinguished by a feature in which,
in place of the up-chirp target-detection means 6 in Embodi-
ment 1 that calculates a range and range-change rate to a
target, the up-chirp target-detection means 6¢ calculates a
state vector of the target. In what follows, the processing by
the up-chirp target-detection means 6¢ will be explained
referring to FIG. 6.

The up-chirp target-detection means 6¢ receives TQ-val-
ues each for a provisional target m (m=1, 2, . . . , M), and
determines as “target-detected” when a TQ-value exceeds a
predetermined TQthre (threshold value). The provisional tar-
gethaving been determined as the “target-detected” is defined
as a “detected target.” In the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking
means 4, there held and stored is time-series data that is a
tracking-processing result corresponding to the detected tar-
get of a correlation-established up-chirping beat frequency,
namely, a set of beat frequencies at different sampling times.
At this time, an up-chirping beat frequency at an arbitrary
sampling time is expressed by Equation (40). Equation (40) is
the identical equation to Equation (25), the left-hand side in
Equation (40) expresses an up-chirping beat frequency at a
sampling time t, (k=1, 2, . . ., K), and the parameter “m”
denotes a target number. In addition, “R” in the first term on
the right-hand side denotes a range to the target number “m”
a t a sampling time t,; and “R-dot” in the second term, a
range-change rate of the target number “m” a t a sampling
time t,.. Similarly to the manners as set forth in Embodiment
1, because in Equation (40), a range and range-change rate to
the target is different at each of sampling times, a plurality of
such Equations (40) cannot be solved as a simultaneous equa-
tion without further augmenting a factor.

In this embodiment, a state vector x,“ of a target at a
reference sampling time t, is defined as expressed by Equa-
tion (41), and the state vector x,” of the target at an arbitrary
sampling time t, is modeled as expressed by Equation (42).
Here, the parameters x and y denote an x-coordinate compo-
nent of the target and a y-coordinate component of the target,
respectively; the parameters x-dot and y-dot denote an x-co-
ordinate component of the target’s velocity and a y-coordi-
nate component of the target’s velocity, respectively. In addi-
tion, based on the time-difference A between a reference
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sampling time t, and an arbitrary sampling time t,, (refer to
Equation (45)), a state transition matrix 1}, is defined as Equa-
tion (44). In Equation (44), 1,,., and O,,,, are a unit matrix and
a zero matrix of two rows and two columns, respectively. And
then, by using the state transition matrix, it is presumed that a
state vector of the target at the arbitrary sampling time t, and
a state vector of the target at the reference sampling time t,
satisfy the relations of Equation (43). Therefore, it is assumed
that the target holds a linear uniform motion for duration of
the time-difference A. On the other hand, a range and range-
change rate to the target, and a state vector of the target satisfy
the relations of Equation (46) and Equation (47). By rewriting
Equation (40) using Equation (41) through Equation (47), itis
possible to obtain a simultaneous equation with respect to the
state vector of the target at a reference sampling time, so that,
by solving the simultaneous equation, it is possible to calcu-
late the state vector of the target at a reference sampling time.
A state vector of the target at an arbitrary sampling time can
be calculated by Equation (43) using the state vector of the
target having been calculated at a reference sampling time t,,.
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Sog(m) = ﬁRk (m) + ?ZR,( (m)
x=lx5 ¥ w01 @D
A=l oo T “2)
x5 =¥ x5 43)
[ D2 Alzxz} (44)
¥, =
022 D2
A=y -1 45)
" u u 46
Ré =\ + 012 @)
o XA+ YK @n

R =

N @7+ 05)?

A down-chirp target-detection means 7¢ also receives
time-series data of a correlation-established down-chirping
beat frequency for a provisional target obtained by the down-
chirp beat-frequency tracking means 5; and, in similar pro-
cedural steps to the processing in the up-chirp target-detec-
tion means 6¢, the down-chirp target-detection means
calculates a state vector of the target at a reference sampling
time. Note that, in Equation (40) through Equation (47), it is
necessary to use the equations in which the superscript suf-
fixes of respective parameters are replaced fromu to d, and the
sign of the second term on the right-hand side in Equation
(40), i.e. “+,” is replaced to the minus sign (-); other proce-
dural steps are the same, and so their detailed explanation is
omitted.

An identical-target determining means 8¢ receives the out-
puts from the up-chirp target-detection means 6¢ and the
down-chirp target-detection means 7c¢, and carries out the
determination whether or not a detected target at the time of
up-chirping is the same as a detected target at the time of
down-chirping. A criterion on the identical-target determina-
tion is that, when a state vector of a target m obtained at the
time of up-chirping and a state vector of a target n obtained at
the time of down-chirping are within a constant bound, those
obtained for the detected targets are determined as for an
identical target. For example, when state vectors of the target
m and the target n simultaneously satisfy Equation (48)
through Equation (51) or the vectors satisfy Equation (52),
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the vectors are determined as for an identical target. Note that,
in Equation (48) through Equation (51), the parameters Ax
and Ay are a position threshold-value in an x-axis direction
and that in a y-axis direction, respectively; the parameters
Ax-dot and Ay-dot are a velocity threshold-value in an x-axis
direction and that in a y-axis direction, respectively. In addi-
tion, in Equation (52), the parameters o, and o, are position
estimation accuracy in an x-axis direction and that in a y-axis
direction, respectively; the parameters o, _,, and 0, 4, are
velocity estimation accuracy in an x-axis direction and that in
a y-axis direction, respectively; and the parameter a is a
determination threshold-value.

When there exists a plurality of combinations of target
information each determined as for one detected target by the
identical-target determining means 8¢ that simultaneously
satisfies Equations (48) through (51) or that satisfies Equation
(52), a simple-pair selecting unit 91¢ in a target-information
extraction means 9c¢ selects an evaluation value on the left-
hand sides each in Equations (48) through (51) or that in
Equation (52) is minimized.

|5 (m) — x* ()| < Ax (48)
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A target-information calculation unit 92¢ transforms state
vectors of the target in up-chirping and down-chirping having
been obtained by the simple-pair selecting unit 91c¢ into
ranges and range-change rates by using Equations (46) and
(47), and then derives target information by using these
ranges and range-change rates so as to be sent out. In amethod
of deriving target information, in a similar manner to the
target-information calculation unit 92 in Embodiment 1, for
example, either one of the pairs of ranges and range-change
rates corresponding to up-chirping and down-chirping, which
minimizes a volume of a updated state covariance matrix in
Equation (17), can be selected as the target information.

Note that, although movement of the target is expressed as
two-dimensional movement, and state vectors are configured
with x- and y-coordinate components in the above explana-
tion, it is easy to extend configuring the state vectors with x-,
y- and z-coordinate components by presuming the movement
of a target as three-dimensional movement.

According to the radar device in Embodiment 3 as
described above, because target determination is carried out
by tracking processing on beat frequencies each obtained at
the time of up-chirping and at that of down-chirping, state
vectors of a target are calculated from time-series data of a
beat frequency, and the correlation to the same or identical
target is determined from those state vectors, so that it is
possible to increase target-detection accuracy in a case in
which a time-interval in time-series data of a beat frequency
is large, when compared with that the tracking processing is
performed based on a range and range-change rate.

Embodiment 4

A radar device in Embodiment 4 is distinguished by a
feature in which the device’s operations are made possible
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only in either an up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means or a
down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means by making an
addition of a signal switching unit to the radar device in
Embodiment 1. FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a configu-
ration of the radar device in Embodiment 4. In FIG. 7, the
same reference numerals and symbols designate the same
items as or items corresponding to those shown in FIG. 2;
thus, their explanation is omitted. Note that, the identical-
target determining means 8 and the target-information extrac-
tion means 9 having been used in Embodiment 1 are not used.
In what follows, the operations of the radar device will be
explained referring to FIG. 7.

Here, a sawtooth-wave generator 114 in a transmission
means 1 generates a saw-toothed periodic signal and supplies
it into the transmitter 12 as a modulation signal. As for a
waveform of the sawtooth wave, there are one type that
repeats a monotonic increase and the other one that repeats a
monotonic decrease, and so the sawtooth-wave generator 114
generates either one type of the sawtooth waves, based on an
instruction from a control unit that is not shown in the figure.
Here, one operation mode applying a sawtooth wave of the
monotonic increase type is defined as an up-chirp mode, and
the other one applying a sawtooth wave of the monotonic
decrease type, as a down-chirp mode.

The transmitter 12 generates a transmission signal by fre-
quency-modulating a carrier wave by using the saw-toothed
modulation signal. The transmission signal is transmitted
from a transmitting antenna 13. FIG. 8 illustrates the trans-
mission signal that changes on a monotonic increase at the
time of the up-chirp mode over a period T in each of sweep
time-intervals in the bounds of a frequency modulation width
B. Frequency changes of the transmission signal can be simi-
larly illustrated at the time of the down-chirp mode.

The reception means 2 and the beat-frequency generating
means 3 generate a beat frequency both from a reception
signal received by the antenna 21 and the transmission signal
having been generated by the transmission means 1 in a
similar manner to Embodiment 1. A signal switching unit 10
establishes, based on an instruction from the control unit
described above (not shown in the figures), a signal path so
that an output signal of the beat-frequency generating means
3 is inputted into the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means
4 at the time of the up-chirp mode, and also that the output
signal of the beat-frequency generating means 3 is inputted
into the down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 5 at the
time of the down-chirp mode.

Presuming now that the radar device is operating in the
up-chirp mode, an up-chirping beat frequency having been
generated by the beat-frequency generating means 3 is input-
ted into the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4. And
then, the up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 4 outputs
time-series data of a correlation-established up-chirping beat
frequency for a provisional target by performing the tracking
processing, according to the procedures described in
Embodiment 1. An up-chirp target-detection means 64 out-
puts, after having calculated a range and range-change rate to
a target based on the time-series data of the beat frequency,
the calculated ones as up-chirping target information in simi-
lar procedures to the up-chirp target-detection means 6
described in Embodiment 1.

When the radar device is operating in the down-chirp
mode, a down-chirping beat frequency having been generated
by the beat-frequency generating means 3 is inputted into the
down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 5, and then, the
down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means 5 outputs time-
series data of a correlation-established down-chirping beat
frequency for a provisional target by performing the tracking
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processing. A down-chirp target-detection means 74 outputs,
after having calculated a range and range-change rate to a
target based on the time-series data of the beat frequency, the
calculated ones as down-chirping target information in simi-
lar procedures to the down-chirp target-detection means 7
described in Embodiment 1.

According to the radar device in Embodiment 4 as
described above, a signal path inside the radar device is
allowed to change over by the signal switching unit, and at the
same time, a calculation result in either the up-chirp target-
detection means or the down-chirp target-detection means
can be individually outputted therefrom, so that it is possible
to detect a range and range-change rate to a target even when
the beat frequency is observed only at the time of either
up-chirping or down-chirping. In addition, the target infor-
mation can be obtained without performing the identical-
target determination and either up-chirp or down-chirp track-
ing processing, so that a calculation time can be shortened.
Moreover, the beat-frequency tracking means and the target-
detection means are separately provided for up-chirping and
down-chirping each, so that the observed data is individually
held for either up-chirping or down-chirping, even when the
operation mode is changed over. Therefore, the tracking pro-
cessing can be continued by making use of previously
observed data without initializing either the initialization unit
42 or the initialization unit 52 at the time of the mode change-
over.

Note that, by introducing the signal switching unit simi-
larly for the radar device in Embodiment 3, it is also possible
to configure that the up-chirping target information and the
down-chirping target information are individually outputted.

Embodiment 5

In a radar device in Embodiment 5, one pair of the beat-
frequency tracking means and the target-detection means is
removed from the radar device in Embodiment 4, and the
remaining one pair of the beat-frequency tracking means and
the target-detection means serves double duty as for up-chirp-
ing and down-chirping. FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a
configuration of the radar device in Embodiment 5. In FIG. 9,
the same reference numerals and symbols designate the same
items as or items corresponding to those shown in FIG. 7;
thus, their explanation is omitted.

The operations of the transmission means 1, the reception
means 2 and the beat-frequency generating means 3 are the
same as those in Embodiment 4. When the radar device is
operating in the up-chirp mode, only an up-chirping beat
frequency is outputted from the beat-frequency generating
means 3. A beat-frequency tracking means 4e having the
same internal configuration as the up-chirp beat-frequency
tracking means 4 performs tracking processing based on the
beat frequency inputted from the beat-frequency generating
means 3, and outputs time-series data of a correlation-estab-
lished beat frequency for a provisional target. A target-detec-
tion means 6¢ having the same functions as the up-chirp
target-detection means 6d outputs, after having calculated a
range and range-change rate to a target based on the time-
series data of the beat frequency, the calculated one as up-
chirping target information.

When the radar device is operating in the down-chirp
mode, only a down-chirping beat frequency is outputted from
the beat-frequency generating means 3. The beat-frequency
tracking means 4e performs tracking processing based on the
beat frequency inputted from the beat-frequency generating
means 3, and outputs time-series data of a correlation-estab-
lished beat frequency for a provisional target. The target-
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detection means 6e outputs, after having calculated a range
and range-change rate to a target based on the time-series data
of the beat frequency, the calculated one as down-chirping
target information.

In the radar device in Embodiment 5, when the mode is
changed over between the up-chirp and down-chirp modes,
an initialization unit 42¢ of the beat-frequency tracking
means 4e is initialized at the time of the mode change-over.
For this reason, the tracking processing cannot be continued
as the radar device in Embodiment 4 does by making use of
previously observed data at the time of the mode change-over.
However, because only one pair of the beat-frequency track-
ing means and the target-detection means is provided, there
are such advantages that a configuration of the radar device
can be simplified, and reduction of device costs can be
achieved.

While the present invention has been shown and described
in detail, the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative
and not restrictive. It is therefore understood that numerous
modifications and variations can be realized without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A radar device comprising:

a transmission means for generating a transmission signal

whose frequency periodically increases and decreases in
a constant modulation width, and for radiating the trans-
mission signal into space;

a reception means for acquiring a reception signal by
receiving a reflected signal of the transmission signal by
a target, and for generating a beat signal by mixing the
reception signal with the transmission signal;

a beat-frequency generating means for obtaining a first
beat-frequency distribution from the beat signal at the
time of up-chirping in which the frequency of the trans-
mission signal ascends so as to determine a frequency
peak in the first beat-frequency distribution, and for
obtaining a second beat-frequency distribution from the
beat signal at the time of down-chirping in which the
frequency of the transmission signal descends so as to
determine a frequency peak in the second beat-fre-
quency distribution;

an up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means for performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the first
beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
up-chirping time-intervals, and for generating first beat-
frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing;

an up-chirp target-detection means for calculating a first
range and range-change rate to the target from the first
beat-frequency time-series data;

a down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means for perform-
ing tracking processing on a frequency peak in the sec-
ond beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality
of down-chirping time-intervals, and for generating sec-
ond beat-frequency time-series data from the frequency
peak whose correlation is obtained by the tracking pro-
cessing; and

a down-chirp target-detection means for calculating a sec-
ond range and range-change rate to the target from the
second beat-frequency time-series data.

2. The radar device as set forth in claim 1, further compris-
ing an identical-target determining means for determining
whether or not the first range and range-change rate calcu-
lated by the up-chirp target-detection means and the second
range and range-change rate calculated by the down-chirp
target-detection means correlate with the identical target.
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3. The radar device as set forth in claim 2, further compris-
ing a target-information extraction means for calculating a
range and range-change rate to the target, from the first range
and range-change rate and the second range and range-
change rate that have been determined correlating with the
identical target by the identical-target determining means,
and then outputting said calculated range and range-change
rate as target information.

4. The radar device as set forth in claim 3, wherein the
target-information extraction means selects, when there
exists a plurality of combinations of the first range and range-
change rate and the second range and range-change rate that
have been determined correlating with the identical target by
the identical-target determining means, any one of the com-
binations out of the plurality of combinations, and outputs
target information based on the selected combination.

5. The radar device as set forth in claim 3 or claim 4,
wherein the target-information extraction means weights and
combines the first range and range-change rate and the second
range and range-change rate that have been determined cor-
relating with the identical target, and outputs, as target infor-
mation, a range and range-change rate obtained by combin-
ing.

6. The radar device as set forth in claim 3 or claim 4,
wherein with respect to the first range and range-change rate
and the second range and range-change rate that have been
determined correlating with the identical target, the target-
information extraction means outputs, as target information,
either the first range or range-change rate and the second
range and range-change rate.

7. The radar device as set forth in any one of claims 2
through 4, wherein the identical-target determining means
determines, based on the chi-square test, whether or not the
first range and range-change rate and the second range and
range-change rate correlate with the identical target.

8. The radar device as set forth in any one of claims 3
through 4, wherein

the identical-target determining means derives a correla-
tion matrix that indicates a correlation probability in
which a plurality of first ranges and range-change rates
and a plurality of second ranges and range-change rates
correlate with the identical target; and

the target-information extraction means determines, based
on the correlation matrix, the first range and range-
change rate and the second range and range-change rate
that correlate with the identical target, and outputs target
information based on the determination.

9. A radar device comprising:

a transmission means for generating a transmission signal
whose frequency periodically increases and decreases in
a constant modulation width, and for radiating the trans-
mission signal into space;

a reception means for acquiring a reception signal by
receiving a reflected signal of the transmission signal by
a target, and for generating a beat signal by mixing the
reception signal with the transmission signal;

a beat-frequency generating means for obtaining a first
beat-frequency distribution from the beat signal at the
time of up-chirping in which the frequency of the trans-
mission signal ascends so as to determine a frequency
peak in the first beat-frequency distribution, and for
obtaining a second beat-frequency distribution from the
beat signal at the time of down-chirping in which the
frequency of the transmission signal descends so as to
determine a frequency peak in the second beat-fre-
quency distribution;
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an up-chirp beat-frequency tracking means for performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the first
beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
up-chirping time-intervals, and for generating first beat-
frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing;

an up-chirp target-detection means for calculating a first
state vector of the target from the first beat-frequency
time-series data;

a down-chirp beat-frequency tracking means for perform-
ing tracking processing on a frequency peak in the sec-
ond beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality
of down-chirping time-intervals, and for generating sec-
ond beat-frequency time-series data from the frequency
peak whose correlation is obtained by the tracking pro-
cessing; and

a down-chirp target-detection means for calculating a sec-
ond state vector of the target from the second beat-
frequency time-series data.

10. The radar device as set forth in claim 9, further com-
prising an identical-target determining means for determin-
ing whether or not the first state vector calculated by the
up-chirp target-detection means and the second state vector
calculated by the down-chirp target-detection means corre-
late with the identical target.

11. The radar device as set forth in claim 10, further com-
prising a target-information extraction means for calculating
a range and range-change rate to the target from the first state
vector and the second state vector that have been determined
correlating with the identical target by the identical-target
determining means, and for outputting the range and range-
change rate as target information.

12. The radar device as set forth in claim 1 or claim 9,
further comprising a signal switching unit for establishing a
signal path so as to output the beat signal generated by the
beat-frequency generating means into either the up-chirp
beat-frequency tracking means or the down-chirp beat-fre-
quency tracking means.

13. A radar device comprising:

a transmission means for generating a transmission signal

whose frequency periodically increases and decreases in
a constant modulation width, and for radiating the trans-
mission signal into space;

a reception means for acquiring a reception signal by
receiving a reflected signal of the transmission signal by
a target, and for generating a beat signal by mixing the
reception signal with the transmission signal;

a beat-frequency generating means for obtaining a beat-
frequency distribution from the beat signal at either the
time of up-chirping in which the frequency of the trans-
mission signal ascends or the time of down-chirping in
which the frequency of the transmission signal descends
so as to determine a frequency peak in the beat-fre-
quency distribution;

a beat-frequency tracking means for performing tracking
processing on a frequency peak in the beat-frequency
distribution over either a span of a plurality of up-chirp-
ing time-intervals or a span of a plurality of down-chirp-
ing time-intervals, and for generating beat-frequency
time-series data from the frequency peak whose corre-
lation is obtained by the tracking processing; and

atarget-detection means for calculating a range and range-
change rate to the target from the beat-frequency time-
series data.
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14. A radar processing method, comprising:

a transmission step of generating a transmission signal
whose frequency periodically increases and decreases in
a constant modulation width, and of radiating the trans-
mission signal into space;

areception step of acquiring a reception signal by receiving
a reflected signal of the transmission signal by a target,
and of generating a beat signal by mixing the reception
signal with the transmission signal;

a beat-frequency generation step of obtaining a first beat-
frequency distribution from the beat signal at the time of
up-chirping in which the frequency of the transmission
signal ascends so as to determine a frequency peak in the
first beat-frequency distribution, and of obtaining a sec-
ond beat-frequency distribution from the beat signal at
the time of down-chirping in which the frequency of the
transmission signal descends so as to determine a fre-
quency peak in the second beat-frequency distribution;

an up-chirp-beat-frequency tracking step of performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the first
beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
up-chirping time-intervals, and of generating first beat-
frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing;

an up-chirp-target detection step of calculating a first range
and range-change rate to the target from the first beat-
frequency time-series data;

a down-chirp-beat-frequency tracking step of performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the second
beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
down-chirping time-intervals, and of generating second
beat-frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing; and

a down-chirp-target detection step of calculating a second
range and range-change rate to the target from the sec-
ond beat-frequency time-series data.

15. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 14,
further comprising an identical-target determination step of
determining whether or not the first range and range-change
rate calculated at the up-chirp-target detection step and the
second range and range-change rate calculated at the down-
chirp-target detection step correlate with the identical target.

16. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 15,
further comprising a target-information extraction step of
calculating a range and range-change rate to the target, from
the first range and range-change rate and the second range and
range-change rate that have been determined correlating with
the identical target at the identical-target determination step,
and then outputting said calculated range and range-change
rate as target information.

17. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 16,
wherein in the target-information extraction step, when there
exists a plurality of combinations of the first range and range-
change rate and the second range and range-change rate that
have been determined correlating with the identical target at
the identical-target determination step, any one combination
out of the plurality of combinations is selected, and the target
information is outputted based on the selected combination.

18. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 16 or
claim 17, wherein in the target-information extraction step,
weighting and combining are performed on the first range and
range-change rate and the second range and range-change
rate that have been determined correlating with the identical
target, and a range and range-change rate obtained by the
combining are outputted as the target information.
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19. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 16 or
claim 17, wherein in the target-information extraction step,
with respect to the first range and range-change rate and the
second range and range-change rate that have been deter-
mined correlating with the identical target, either the first
range or range-change rate and the second range and range-
change rate is outputted as the target information.

20. The radar processing method as set forth in any one of
claims 15 through 17, wherein in the identical-target deter-
mination step, determination is performed based on the chi-
square test, whether or not the first range and range-change
rate and the second range and range-change rate correlate
with the identical target.

21. The radar processing method as set forth in any one of
claims 16 through 17, wherein

in the identical-target determination step, a correlation
matrix is derived that indicates a correlation probability
in which a plurality of first ranges and range-change
rates and a plurality of second ranges and range-change
rates correlate with the identical target; and

in the target-information extraction step, the first range and
range-change rate and the second range and range-
change rate that correlate with the identical target are
determined based on the correlation matrix, and target
information is outputted based on the determination.

22. A radar processing method, comprising:

a transmission step of generating a transmission signal
whose frequency periodically increases and decreases in
a constant modulation width, and of radiating the trans-
mission signal into space;

areception step of acquiring a reception signal by receiving
a reflected signal of the transmission signal by a target,
and of generating a beat signal by mixing the reception
signal with the transmission signal;

a beat-frequency generation step of obtaining a first beat-
frequency distribution from the beat signal at the time of
up-chirping in which the frequency of the transmission
signal ascends so as to determine a frequency peak in the
first beat-frequency distribution, and of obtaining a sec-
ond beat-frequency distribution from the beat signal at
the time of down-chirping in which the frequency of the
transmission signal descends so as to determine a fre-
quency peak in the second beat-frequency distribution;

an up-chirp-beat-frequency tracking step of performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the first
beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
up-chirping time-intervals, and of generating first beat-
frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing;

an up-chirp-target detection step of calculating a first state
vector of the target from the first beat-frequency time-
series data;

a down-chirp-beat-frequency tracking step of performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the second
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beat-frequency distribution over a span of a plurality of
down-chirping time-intervals, and of generating second
beat-frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing; and

a down-chirp-target detection step of calculating a second
state vector of the target from the second beat-frequency
time-series data.

23. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 22,
further comprising an identical-target determination step of
determining whether or not the first state vector calculated at
the up-chirp-target detection step and the second state vector
calculated at the down-chip-target detection step correlate
with the identical target.

24. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 23,
further comprising a target-information extraction step of
calculating a range and range-change rate to the target from
the first state vector and the second state vector that have been
determined correlating with the identical target at the identi-
cal-target determination step, and of outputting the range and
range-change rate as the target information.

25. The radar processing method as set forth in claim 14 or
claim 22, further comprising a signal switching step of estab-
lishing a signal path so as to output the beat signal generated
at the beat-frequency generation step for either the up-chirp-
beat-frequency tracking step or the down-chirp-beat-fre-
quency tracking step.

26. A radar processing method, comprising:

a transmission step of generating a transmission signal

whose frequency periodically increases and decreases in
a constant modulation width, and of radiating the trans-
mission signal into space;

areception step of acquiring a reception signal by receiving
a reflected signal of the transmission signal by a target,
and of generating a beat signal by mixing the reception
signal with the transmission signal;

a beat-frequency generation step of obtaining a beat-fre-
quency distribution from the beat signal at either the
time of up-chirping in which the frequency of the trans-
mission signal ascends or the time of down-chirping in
which the frequency of the transmission signal descends
so as to determine a frequency peak in the beat-fre-
quency distribution;

an up-chirp-beat-frequency tracking step of performing
tracking processing on a frequency peak in the beat-
frequency distribution over either a span of a plurality of
up-chirping time-intervals or a span of a plurality of
down-chirping time-intervals, and of generating beat-
frequency time-series data from the frequency peak
whose correlation is obtained by the tracking process-
ing; and

a target detection step of calculating a range and range-
change rate to the target from the beat-frequency time-
series data.



