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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR VOLUME
VISUALIZATION IN ULTRA-WIDEBAND
RADAR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Israeli Patent Appli-
cation No. 174737 titled “System and Method for Image
Display in Ultra-Wideband Radar” and filed on Apr. 3, 2006,
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to radar imaging systems and, more
particular, to volume visualization in ultra-wideband radar
imaging systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Ultra-wideband (UWB) is a term for a classification of
signals that occupy a substantial bandwidth relative to their
centre frequencies (for example, according to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) Rules, UWB signalis a
signal whose fractional bandwidth (the ratio between its
bandwidth to its center frequency) is equal to or greater than
0.2, or its bandwidth is equal to or greater than 500 MHz.).
Their very high bandwidth allows UWB based radar systems
to obtain more information about targets, and makes it pos-
sible to build radar with better spatial resolution compared to
conventional radar. Therefore UWB radar devices are widely
implemented for radar-based imaging systems, including
ground penetrating radars, wall and through-wall radars, sur-
veillance and medical imaging devices, etc. These applica-
tions require effective volume visualization based on
obtained signal.

The terms “volume visualization” and “image reconstruc-
tion” used in this patent specification include any kind of
image-processing, volume rendering or other image-recon-
structing computing used to facilitate displaying three-di-
mensional (3D) data on a two-dimensional (2D) image sur-
face.

The problem of presenting 3D data on radar image display
has been recognized in prior art and various systems have
been developed to provide a solution, for example:

U.S. Pat. No. 5,061,935 (Chogo et al.) discloses a three-
dimensional display radar, which comprises a radar transmit-
ter-receiver unit for producing signals indicative of informa-
tion about a bearing of a target, information about distance to
the target and information about the received power reflected
from the target, respectively, a display, a three-dimensional
coordinate converter for converting the bearing information,
the distance information and the received power information
into signals indicative of both an X-Y coordinate and the
height of the target, marker generator for generating range
marker signals when the target is three-dimensionally repre-
sented on a screen of the display, and a video memory having
storage addresses corresponding to respective pixels on the
display and for storing the received power information at a
storage address corresponding to the X-Y coordinate
obtained from the three-dimensional coordinate converter
and storing therein the marker signals generated from the
marker generator, the video memory being further adapted to
successively read the received power information and the
marker signals so as to deliver image signals to the display.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,280,344 (Witlin et al.) discloses the use of
color to exhibit processing results from radar, sonar, spectral
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2

estimation, seismic profiling, radio astronomy, bio-engineer-
ing, and infrared imaging. The use of color for such raster
display presentations has been limited to the coding of ampli-
tude values for a fixed set of hue/luminance colors to convey
recognition by a human operator. Hue and luminance are used
here independently to convey two orthogonal pieces of low
signal-to-noise sensor information simultaneously to an
operator for quick and accurate recognition. The net result is
an added degree of freedom available on a single display
surface, which not only improves operator recognition and
reaction time for critical events, but precludes the necessity of
a second display presentation for the alternate information
and subsequent correlation of two data sets by visual com-
parison. This invention discloses a system to generate and add
a new color dimension, a fourth orthogonal axis to the pre-
sented data, in addition to position and luminance levels of a
video display. The process adds information independent of
the usual gray scale as saturated colors on a monotonic wave-
length scale from red to green to blue.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,339,085 (Katoh et al.) disclose a radar
display converting a radar signal to radar image information
expressed in a three-dimensional orthogonal coordinate sys-
tem with horizontal, vertical, and depth coordinates related to
a certain viewpoint. Terrain and target information is con-
verted to the same coordinate system and combined with the
radar image information, producing a realistic three-dimen-
sional display. Clipping is performed in a depth direction to
eliminate portions of the radar image disposed behind terrain
or target images. Terrain and target images disposed behind
the radar image are reduced in intensity, but not clipped.
Perspective projection and zoom transformations may also be
carried out.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,793,375 (Tanaka) discloses an image pro-
cessing apparatus for forming a high-quality surface display
image at high speed. From raw data input by a medical image
diagnosis apparatus, gray-level volume data and binary vol-
ume data in which a region-of-interest is extracted by bina-
rizing are obtained. The binary volume data is subjected to
ray-casting and projected onto a screen. A depth image
formed of pixels on the screen and a distance between the
screen and the surface (surface voxel) of a display object is
obtained. The coordinates of the surface voxels are calculated
from the depth image. Surface normals are obtained from
voxel values of the gray-level volume data and a voxel values
in the vicinity, and a shaded image is formed on the basis of
surface normals.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,198,428 (Chogo) discloses three-dimen-
sionally designed display radar in which a two-dimensional
image data and three-dimensionally designed image data are
depicted in combination in a video memory by the aid of an
image controller, and they are simultaneously depicted on a
screen of a display unit.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,212,132 (Yamane et al.) discloses a three-
dimensional radar apparatus comprising a radar transmitting/
receiving unit, a three-dimensional polygon-generating unit,
and a three-dimensional graphics unit, wherein a radar trans-
mitter/receiver outputs signals concerning orientation infor-
mation, distance information, and reception intensity infor-
mation on the basis of a radio wave reflected from a target, and
a scan converter is used to convert the signals concerning the
orientation information, the distance information, and the
reception intensity information into two-dimensional radar
image data composed of two-dimensional rectangular coor-
dinates and brightness information of each of picture ele-
ments. The two-dimensional radar image data is also inputted
into the three-dimensional polygon-generating unit to per-
form polygon-generating processing on the basis of the two-
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dimensional rectangular coordinates and the brightness infor-
mation of each of the picture elements. Three-dimensional
radar image data is prepared in the three-dimensional graph-
ics unit on the basis of obtained polygon-based information,
and it is accumulated in a frame memory. Thus, a three-
dimensional radar image is displayed on a display device.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,571,177 discloses a single display provid-
ing visualization and interpretation of subtle structural and
stratigraphic features of the 3-D data volume. Three substan-
tially parallel surfaces are selected in a 3-D data volume and
values of a seismic attribute on each of the three surfaces are
encoded onto a Red-Green-Blue (RGB) color scale. The dis-
played seismic attribute may be the amplitude or one of many
commonly used attributes. The 3-D data volume may be
defined in terms of seismic times or in terms of seismic
depths.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Typically, data acquired in UWB radars are fragmented,
noisy, cluttered, may have unclear orientation in respect to the
physical world, etc. The inventors found that the nature of
data obtainable in UWB radar requires to provide anew UWB
radar imaging system and method facilitating enhanced inter-
pretation of the acquired data. The invention, in some of its
aspects, is aimed to provide a novel solution facilitating per-
ceivability of an image reconstructed per data acquired in
ultra-wideband radar.

In accordance with certain aspects of the present invention,
there is provided a volume visualization system configured to
generate one or more perceiving image ingredients to be
displayed together with an image reconstructed inaccordance
with data acquired in ultra-wideband radar. The perceiving
image ingredient may be, for example, a shadow added to the
reconstructed image, a position-dependent color scheme
applied to the reconstructed image, a color scheme adapted to
external lighting conditions and applied to the reconstructed
image, a Halo artificially added to the reconstructed image, a
distinctive color scheme applied to time-invariant and time-
variant elements of the reconstructed image, etc.

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention,
there is provided a method for volume visualization, the
method comprising image-reconstructing processing of data
acquired in ultra-wideband radar and facilitating displaying
the reconstructed image, wherein the method further com-
prises perceiving processing provided in order to facilitate a
meaningful representation and/or an instant understanding of
the image to be displayed. The perceiving processing is
resulted in generating one or more perceiving image ingredi-
ents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to understand the invention and to see how it may
be carried out in practice, a preferred embodiment will now be
described, by way of non-limiting example only, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is generalized block diagram of radar imaging sys-
tem as known in the art;

FIG. 2 illustrates a fragment of a sample screen comprising
an exemplary image reconstructed as known in the art;

FIG. 3 illustrates a fragment of a sample screen comprising
an exemplary image perceived in accordance with certain
aspects of the present invention;

FIGS. 4a-45b illustrate fragments of sample screens before
and after implementation of shadow generationinaccordance
with certain embodiments of the present invention;
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FIG. 5 illustrates a fragment of a sample screen after imple-
mentation of position-dependent coloring in accordance with
certain embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a fragment of a sample screen after imple-
mentation of virtual objects generation in accordance with
certain embodiments of the present invention;

FIGS. 7a and 75 illustrate fragments of sample screens
after implementation of day and night mode color schemes in
accordance with certain embodiments of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 8a and 85 illustrate fragments of sample screens
before and after implementation of halo generation in accor-
dance with certain embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 9 schematically illustrates a screen presenting time-
variant and time-invariant data sets in accordance with certain
embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the invention. However, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-known
methods, procedures, components and circuits have not been
described in detail so as not to obscure the present invention.
In the drawings and description, identical reference numerals
indicate those components that are common to different
embodiments or configurations.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, as apparent from the
following discussions, it is appreciated that throughout the
specification discussions utilizing terms such as “process-
ing”, “computing”, “calculating”, “determining”, or the like,
refer to the action and/or processes of a computer or comput-
ing system, or processor or similar electronic computing
device, that manipulate and/or transform data represented as
physical, such as electronic, quantities within the computing
system’s registers and/or memories into other data, similarly
represented as physical quantities within the computing sys-
tem’s memories, registers or other such information storage,
transmission or display devices.

The terms “perceive an image”, “perceiving processing” or
the like used in this patent specification include any kind of
image-processing, rendering techniques or other computing
used to provide the image with a meaningful representation
and/or an instant understanding, while said computing is not
necessary for the image reconstruction. Perceiving process-
ing may include 2D or 3D filters, projection, ray casting,
perspective, object-order rendering, compositing, photo-re-
alistic rendering, colorization, 3D imaging, animation, etc.,
and may be provided for 3D and/or 2D data.

The term “perceiving image ingredient” used in this patent
specification includes any kind of image ingredient resulting
from a perceiving processing as, for example, specially gen-
erated visual attributes (e.g. color, transparency, etc.) of an
image and/or parts thereof, artificially embedded objects or
otherwise specially created image elements, etc.

Embodiments of the present invention may use terms such
as, processor, computer, apparatus, system, sub-system, mod-
ule, unit, device (in single or plural form) for performing the
operations herein. This may be specially constructed for the
desired purposes, or it may comprise a general purpose com-
puter selectively activated or reconfigured by a computer
program stored in the computer. Such a computer program
may be stored in a computer readable storage medium, such
as, but not limited to, any type of disk including floppy disks,
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optical disks, CD-ROMs, Disk-on-Key, smart cards (e.g.
SIM, chip cards, etc.), magnetic-optical disks, read-only
memories (ROMs), random access memories (RAMs), elec-
trically programmable read-only memories (EPROMs), elec-
trically erasable and programmable read only memories (EE-
PROMs), magnetic or optical cards, or any other type of
media suitable for storing electronic instructions capable of
being conveyed via a computer system bus.

The processes/devices presented herein are not inherently
related to any particular electronic component or other appa-
ratus, unless specifically stated otherwise. Various general
purpose components may be used in accordance with the
teachings herein, or it may prove convenient to construct a
more specialized apparatus to perform the desired method.
The desired structure for a variety of these systems will
appear from the description below. In addition, embodiments
of the present invention are not described with reference to
any particular programming language. It will be appreciated
that a variety of programming languages may be used to
implement the teachings of the inventions as described
herein.

The references cited in the background teach many prin-
ciples of image visualization that are applicable to the present
invention. Therefore the full contents of these publications
are incorporated by reference herein where appropriate, for
appropriate teachings of additional or alternative details, fea-
tures and/or technical background.

Bearing this in mind, attention is drawn to FIG. 1 illustrat-
ing a generalized block diagram of a UWB radar imaging
system as known in the art.

The UWB radar imaging system comprises N= 1 transmit-
ters 11 and MZ1 receivers 12 arranged in (or coupled to) an
antenna array 13. At least one transmitter transmits a pulse
signal (or other form of UWB signal, such as M-sequence
coded signal) to a space to be imaged and at least one receiver
captures the scattered/reflected waves. To enable high quality
imaging, sampling is provided from several receive channels.
The process is repeated for each transmitter separately or
simultaneously with different coding per each transmitter
(e.g. M-sequence UWB coding). The received signals are
transferred to a signal acquisition system 14 coupled to the
antenna 13. The signal acquisition system is capable of
receiving the signals from a plurality of receivers, of provid-
ing the integration of the received signals and of controlling
the signal acquisition process.

The resulting integrated signals (typically from all receiv-
ers for each transmitter) are transferred to a volume visual-
ization system 15 operationally coupled to the signal acqui-
sition system. The volume visualization system is configured
to provide image reconstruction by using different appropri-
ate techniques), and to facilitate displaying the resulting two
dimensional image on the screen.

Note that the invention is not bound by the specific UWB
radar structure described with reference to FIG. 1 or image
reconstruction technique. Those versed in the art will readily
appreciate that the invention is, likewise, applicable to any
other UWB radar. Also it should be noted that the function-
ality of the plurality of physical transmitters and receivers
may be also provided by synthetic aperture radar techniques.

FIG. 2 illustrates a fragment of a sample screen comprising
an image reconstructed and displayed in accordance with
technologies known in the prior art. The illustrated displayed
objects (21) and (22) are fragmented, as the acquired data in
UWRB radar are, typically, fragmented.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention, the radar imaging system is configured to process
the acquired signal and/or derivatives thereof in order to per-
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6

ceive the image to be displayed. Said perceiving processing
may be provided as a part and/or in parallel and/or after image
processing on three-dimensional and/or two-dimensional
data. Said perceiving processing may result in different per-
ceiving image ingredients as detailed, by way of non-limiting
examples, with reference to FIGS. 3-9.

FIG. 3 illustrates, by way of non-limiting example, a frag-
ment of a sample screen wherein the image illustrated in FIG.
2 is perceived in accordance with certain embodiments of the
present invention as will be further detailed with reference to
FIGS. 4-9.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention the perceiving processing comprises shadow gen-
eration as illustrated, by way of non-limiting example in
fragments of a sample screen in FIGS. 4a-4b. FIG. 4a illus-
trates reconstructed image elements (41) and (42) before
implementation of shadow generation, and F1G. 45 illustrates
a shadow (43) as a perceiving image ingredient allowing a
viewer to gauge the location of certain objects. Shadow gen-
eration comprises calculating the attenuation by one or more
objects in the volume by light emitted by light sources, said
light sources may be placed in arbitrary locations. Said
attenuation results in areas that are darker in the image, and
give an appearance similar to shadows.

Due to the nature of UWB radar and/or the reconstruction
process, conventionally reconstructed objects may be discon-
nected from surfaces upon which they are located (e.g. this is
a typical problem in through-wall imaging). Among advan-
tages of shadow generation, in accordance with certain
embodiments of the present invention, is facilitating certainty
between locations ranging from “near and high” to “far and
low”. As illustrated by way of non-limiting example in FIG.
45, for objects in a room (which are typically located on the
floor), shading the volume data by projection on the floor,
allows the user to ascertain the location of objects in the
volume. In the illustrated example the light source is selected
above the rendering volume, while the resulting shadow is
generated on the plane below said volume.

The shadow generation may be implemented by perform-
ing a grey-scale volume-rendering process from an arbitrary
viewpoint, corresponding with the location of the light-
source, with the output screen being set in the same location
as the target plane (e.g. for shadow on a floor—viewpoint is
above the volume, and the screen is set to be the floor). The
resulting image pixels of this rendering process are then pro-
jected to the volume, as tiles corresponding to the relative
location of the pixel on the floor, with a black color and a
transparency proportionate to the grey-scale value of the
pixel. Said projection of shadow pixels is performed prior to
the compositing of the floor plane, which results in the floor
plane being attenuated by the transparency of the shadow
pixel.

In other embodiments of the invention the shadow genera-
tion may comprise calculating the resulting shadow in every
location of the volume (in contrast to an arbitrary plane). Such
generation may be provided, by way of non-limiting example,
by performing a ray-casting operation from each light source.
Instead of storing just the terminal value of the ray-casting
process, this process would store the light (and direction of
light) reaching substantially each and every point in the three
dimensional volume (e.g. by holding a three-dimensional
data-structure of the volume). During the ray-casting process,
each time the ray reaches a new voxel in this three-dimen-
sional data structure, the current value of light is accumulated
to the value in the three-dimensional data structure.

For different image elements the shadows may be gener-
ated with different colors, thus facilitating further meaning in



US 8,089,396 B2

7

representation of the reconstructed images. This may be pro-
vided by extension of the grey-scale only technique to a
multivariate generation that considers several color compo-
nents in tandem.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention the perceiving processing comprises a position-
dependent coloring as illustrated, by way of non-limiting
example, in FIG. 5. The position-dependent coloring com-
prises generating a position-dependent color grade (ranks
(51)-(55)), and coloring different objects in the volume data
according to their respective positions. For example, objects
(56)-(58) will be colored as green, yellow and purple in accor-
dance with colors of respective ranks, thus position-depen-
dent colors serve as perceiving image ingredients. Coloring
may be provided according to any dimension in a Polar,
Cartesian or other coordinate system. For example coloring
can be graded according to range, elevation or azimuth in a
Polar coordinate system.

Projecting 3D data onto a 2D screen may result in project-
ing several distinct ranges in the same 2D area. In addition,
since the volume data acquired in UWB radar are fragmented,
it is difficult to associate several distinct reflectors as a single
object, e.g. such as a person. As different fragments of an
object are generally close to each other, and different distinct
objects are at different distances (e.g. which typically occurs
in through-the-wall imaging), coloring the volume data per
position-dependent color grade may provide substantially all
fragments of a single object with the same color and, thus,
enables discerning them from other farther reflectors.

A possible implementation of the color-grading technique,
for a display system that utilizes volume-rendering, is to set
the transfer function of the volume rendering process to a two
dimensional transfer function that is dependent both on the
distance of the voxel and the amplitude of the voxel. Said
two-dimensional function could then map the distance of the
voxel to hue, and the amplitude to transparency. As all voxels
in a given distance are provided with the same color, and
voxels that are near to said voxels are provided with small
variations of said colors, an object consisting of the voxels in
a given small sub-range will appear colored in a single dis-
tinct color. Objects that are in different ranges, will be
assigned a sub-band of colors that are perceptually distinct
from one another.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention the perceiving processing comprises a generation
of virtual objects as illustrated, by way of non-limiting
example, in FIG. 6. Generation of virtual objects comprises
adding simulated perceiving image ingredients to the ren-
dered volume, typically, to the 3D volume projected on the 2D
screen. Such virtual objects can include artificial objects (e.g.
floor (63), markers, 3D boundary box (61), arrows (65), grid
(62), icons, text (66), marked area (64), etc.), pre-recorded
video images (e.g. terrain images, medical images, etc.) and
other.

In UWB radars some important volume data may be miss-
ing due to lack of reflections from certain objects (e.g. a floor
of'the imaged room in through-wall imaging, etc.) However,
for a human viewer, these certain objects may be important
for understanding (e.g. of the orientation of reflected objects
in the room, etc.). As a result of artificially adding a virtual
object to the reconstructed image (e.g. adding floor at the
approximate height and slope of the room’s floor, etc.) the
orientation of objects in the volume becomes clearer. For
example, typically added objects for through-wall imaging
are a floor (for object orientation and shadow display), dead-
zone markings (in order to convey system limits), an arrow (in
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order to mark the system’s location and direction in the vol-
ume), and a grid (for measurement of objects’ location).

The generating of virtual objects may be provided, for
example, by converting to the 3D artificial objects to a set of
voxels, and adding these voxels to the volumetric data-set that
is rendered by the volume-rendering process. Said conversion
would assign a color and transparency to each generated
voxel. One possible, simple, assignment would be to set said
voxels to a uniform transparency and color that correspond to
the color and transparency desired for the artificial object.
Conversion of the artificial object to voxels varies by the
shape of the object. Conversion of a plane to a set of voxels
may involve traversing the entire span of the plane and cre-
ating a voxel in each location of the plane. A similar proce-
dure may be used for lines. As most objects can be described
as a set of planes and lines, more complex objects could be
described as such a set, with subsequent conversion of each
plane and line to a set of voxels.

FIGS. 7a and 7b illustrate, by way of non-limiting
example, fragments of a sample screen after implementation
of day and night mode color schemes. In accordance with
certain embodiments of the present invention, perceiving
image ingredients may comprise different color schemes
adapted to external lighting conditions. For example, the sys-
tem may be adapted to day (FIG. 7a), night (FIG. 75), or
indoor illumination. Such adaptation may be performed auto-
matically by the system (according to a clock or light sensor),
or may be selected manually by the operator. The predefined
and/or configurable color schemes may be applied to virtual
objects generated in accordance with certain embodiments of
the present invention and/or may be provided by utilizing
different transfer-functions in the volume-rendering process-
ing.

Optimal colors vary according to lighting conditions (for
instance, in dark night-time conditions, a strong white back-
ground may interfere with the operator’s night vision). By
using different schemes according to external or user con-
straints, the system is usable in a wide range of scenarios
while still displaying information with a high dynamic range.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention the perceiving processing comprises separate pro-
cessing of different data sets selected in accordance with
certain criteria. The processed data sets are aggregated onto
the same screen with different visual attributes (colors, tex-
ture, etc.) as illustrated, by way of non-limiting example, in
FIGS. 8 and 9. The aggregation may be provided in 3D or 2D
space. This technique may be implemented by volume ren-
dering on multiple input data sets that utilizes a different
transfer function for each data set, by a 2D compositing
operation between two 2D images, etc.

FIGS. 8a-85 illustrate fragments of a sample screen before
and after implementation of a Halo generation in accordance
with certain embodiments of the present invention. The Halo
generation comprises volume rendering provided for a com-
bination of original data sets with one or more filtered data
sets. This may be done by convolving the input data witha 3D
point spread function that acts as a low-pass. The filter shape
may be a Gaussian or some other shape that produces a
low-pass filter. The filtered data is then summed with the
original data and displayed via volume-rendering. This sum-
mation may be also be performed prior to volume-rendering,
or by performing two separate volume-rendering processes
and compositing the 2D results. In accordance with certain
embodiments of the present invention, the Halo technique
facilitates artificial connection of different fragments in a
single object without losing the original volume data resolu-
tion. In certain embodiments of the invention the halo tech-
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nique may include drawing a semi-transparent circle of light
surrounding the original reconstructed image. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 8a, an image of a person is fragmented
and may be originally reconstructed as several disconnected
fragments corresponding to different body parts (e.g. head,
torso, legs) with large gaps between them. By adding halo, as
illustrated in FIG. 85, these gaps are filled and a continuous
silhouette of the person can be discerned.

FIG. 9 schematically illustrates a sample screen simulta-
neously presenting time-invariant and time-variant data sets.
In accordance with certain embodiments ofthe present inven-
tion, time-invariant elements of the image (e.g. representing
static objects like walls (91), furniture (92), etc.) are colored
in a predefined color(s), while time-variant elements of the
image (e.g. representing moving objects (93), their electro-
magnetic shadows on walls, etc.) are colored in another pre-
defined color(s) or, for example, in accordance with position-
dependent color grade. The time-variant and time-invariant
data sets are separately processed in 3D or 2D space in a
manner similar to halo generation described above.

Among advantages of such perceiving processing is allow-
ing the user to see the locations of static reflectors, differen-
tiate between static and dynamic objects, between dynamic
objects of different nature, etc. For example, as electro-mag-
netic shadows (resulting from the occlusion of the antenna’s
electro-magnetic radiation by moving objects) usually appear
over the static objects (having pre-defined color), the above
perceiving processing facilitates differentiating dynamic
objects and dynamic shadows.

Those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that the
perceiving processing detailed with reference to FIGS. 4-9
may be implemented in different ways, some of them known
in the art. For example, Volume rendering (Proceedings of the
15th annual conderence on Computer graphics and interac-
tive techniques (SIGGRAPH °'88)) by Robert A. Drebin,
Loren Carpenter, Pat Hanrahan, introduces a volume-render-
ing technique that may be used for the display of volumetric
data. Recent Advances in Volume Visualization, Ken Brodlie,
and Jason Wood, Computer Graphics Forum, Vol. 20, Issue 2
(June 2001), provides a recent overview of the techniques
known in the volume visualization field. 4 survey of shadow
algorithms Woo, A, Poulin, P, Fournier, 4 IEEE Computer
Graphics and Applications. Vol. 10, no. 6, pp. 13-32. 1990,
provides an overview of various shadow generating tech-
niques.

It should be understood that the system according to the
invention, may be a suitably programmed computer. Like-
wise, the invention contemplates a computer program being
readable by a computer for executing the method of'the inven-
tion. The invention further contemplates a machine-readable
memory tangibly embodying a program of instructions
executable by the machine for executing the method of the
invention.

It is also to be understood that the invention is not limited
in its application to the details set forth in the description
contained herein or illustrated in the drawings. The invention
is capable of other embodiments and of being practiced and
carried out in various ways. Hence, it is to be understood that
the phraseology and terminology employed herein are for the
purpose of description and should not be regarded as limiting.
As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the con-
ception, upon which this disclosure is based, may readily be
utilized as a basis for designing other structures, methods, and
systems for carrying out the several purposes of the present
invention.

Those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that various
modifications and changes can be applied to the embodiments
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of'the invention as hereinbefore described without departing
from its scope, defined in and by the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A volume visualization system comprising a display
operatively coupled to an image-reconstructing module con-
figured to process 3D data acquired by ultra-wideband radar
and to generate a 2D reconstructed image,

wherein the image reconstruction module is further con-

figured to provide separate volume rendering of time-
invariant and time-variant 3D data sets acquired by said
ultra-wideband radar thereby extracting time-invariant
and time-variant elements of the reconstructed image;
and to generate one or more perceiving image ingredi-
ents to be distinctively applied to said extracted time-
invariant and/or time-variant elements of the recon-
structed image; and

wherein the display is configured to simultaneously

present the time-invariant and time-variant elements of
the reconstructed image together with applied perceiv-
ing image ingredients.

2. The volume visualization system of claim 1 wherein the
perceiving image ingredient is a shadow added merely to
time-invariant elements of the reconstructed image.

3. The volume visualization system of claim 1 wherein the
perceiving image ingredients are a first position-dependent
color scheme applied to the time-invariant elements and a
second position-dependent color scheme applied to time-
variant elements of the reconstructed image.

4. The volume visualization system of claim 1 wherein the
perceiving image ingredient is a virtual object artificially
added merely to time-invariant elements of the reconstructed
image.

5. The volume visualization system of claim 1 wherein the
perceiving image ingredient is a Halo artificially added
merely to time-variant elements of the reconstructed image.

6. The volume visualization system of claim 1 wherein the
perceiving image ingredient is a distinctive color scheme
applied to time-invariant and time-variant elements of the
reconstructed image.

7. A method of operating a volume visualization system
associated with an ultra-wideband radar, the method compris-
ing;

image-reconstructing processing comprising separate vol-

ume rendering of time-invariant and time-variant 3D
data sets acquired by said ultra-wideband radar thereby
extracting time-invariant and time-variant elements of a
reconstructed image merely from data acquired by said
ultra-wideband radar;

generating one or more perceiving image ingredients;

distinctively applying the generated one or more perceiv-

ing image ingredients respectively to time-invariant and/
or time-variant elements of the reconstructed image; and
facilitating simultaneously displaying the time-invariant
and time-variant elements of the reconstructed image
together with applied perceiving image ingredients.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the generated perceiving
image ingredients comprise a shadow added merely to the
time-invariant elements.

9. The method of claim 7 wherein the perceiving image
ingredients comprise a first position-dependent color scheme
applied to time-invariant elements and a second position-
dependent color scheme applied to time-variant elements.

10. The method of claim 7 wherein the generated perceiv-
ing image ingredients comprise a virtual object artificially
added merely to time-invariant elements.
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11. The method of claim 7 wherein the generated perceiv- 14. A computer program product comprising a non-transi-
ing image ingredients comprise a Halo added merely to time- tory computer readable medium storing computer readable
variant elements. program code for a computer, the computer program product
12. The method of claim 7 wherein the generated perceiv- comprising:
ing image ingredients comprise a distinctive color scheme for > (a) computer readable program code for causing the com-
time-invariant and time-variant elements. puter to provide image-reconstructing processing com-

prising simultaneously extracting time-invariant and
time-variant elements of a reconstructed image merely
from data acquired by said ultra-wideband radar;

(b) computer readable program code for causing the com-
puter to generate one or more perceiving image ingredi-
ents;

(c) computer readable program code for causing the com-
puter to distinctively apply the generated one or more

15 perceiving image ingredients respectively to time-in-

variant and/or time-variant elements of the recon-
structed image; and

(d) computer readable program code for causing the com-
puter to facilitate displaying the reconstructed image

20 with the applied perceiving image ingredients.

13. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing a
computer readable program executable by a computer for
causing the computer to perform a process of volume visual-
ization, the process comprising:

(a) image-reconstructing processing comprising simulta-
neously extracting time-invariant and time-variant ele-
ments of a reconstructed image merely from data
acquired by said ultra-wideband radar;

(b) generating one or more perceiving image ingredients;

(c) distinctively applying the generated one or more per-
ceiving image ingredients respectively to time-invariant
and/or time-variant elements of the reconstructed
image; and

(d) facilitating displaying the reconstructed image with the
applied perceiving image ingredients. L
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