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There are provided a through-the-obstacle radar system and
method of operating thereof comprising recording signals
and/or derivatives thereof collected during a certain substan-
tial monitoring period, and using the recorded information for
generating patterns informative of a monitoring scene. There
are further provided a method of motion detection based on
through-the-obstacle radar and the system thereof. The
method comprises collecting signals and/or derivatives
thereof acquired by the radar system during a certain substan-
tial monitoring period and accommodating respective
records, said records comprising information characterizing
the signals and/or derivatives thereof and information indica-
tive, at least, of the time the signals were obtained; processing
the accommodated records and generating at least one histo-
gram characterizing a normative motion level at different
time intervals; comparing an actual motion level with the
level in the normative histogram corresponding to the same
time intervals; and recording the motion as detected if its
actual level fits a certain relationship with the corresponding
level in the normative histogram.
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THROUGH-THE-OBSTACLE RADAR
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF OPERATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Israeli patent appli-
cation No. 187708 filed on Nov. 28, 2007, which is hereby
incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to through-the-obstacle radar sys-
tems and, more particularly, to implementation of through-
the-obstacle radar systems for Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance (ISR) applications.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Through-the-obstacle radar systems enable gathering
information through obstacles such as walls, doors, ground,
smoke, vegetation and other visually obstructing substances
and, as such, may be invaluable for Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance (ISR) applications, including military,
counter-terrorism forces and law enforcement applications.

The problem of effective implementation of through-the-
obstacle radar systems for ISR applications has been recog-
nized in prior art and various systems have been developed to
provide a solution, for example:

U.S. Pat. No. 6,222,481 (Brusmark et al.) entitled “Method
of detecting and classifying objects by means of radar” dis-
closes a method comprising transmitting a broadband radar
signal comprising wavelengths that coincide with character-
istic lengths of targets to be detected and classified, and
receiving a returned echo signal and analyzing the signal in a
combined time-frequency domain. The invention comprises
determining characteristic frequencies in the signal return
and their mutual time relations. A comparison with the cor-
responding stored values of an analysis of possible targets is
performed.

U.S. patent application No. 2001/035,837 (Fulerton et al.)
entitled “Time transfer utilizing ultra wideband signals™ dis-
closes a system and method for selective intrusion detection
using a sparse array of time modulated ultra wideband (TM-
UWB) radars. Two or more TM-UWRB radars are arranged in
a sparse array around the perimeter of a building. Each TM-
UWRB radar transmits ultra wideband pulses that illuminate
the building and the surrounding area. Signal return data is
processed to determine, among other things, whether an
alarm condition has been triggered. High resolution radar
images are formed that give an accurate picture of the inside
of'the building and the surrounding area. This image is used to
detect motion in a highly selective manner and to track mov-
ing objects within the building and the surrounding area.
Motion can be distinguished based on criteria appropriate to
the environment in which the intrusion detection system oper-
ates.

U.S. patent application 2003/164,790 (Tsubota et al.)
entitled “Detecting system” discloses a position detecting
system used to monitor a suspicious person and to give an
alarm by using a radar which transmits/receives a microwave
or a millimeter wave. As the shape of a detectable area of the
radar and that of the area to be monitored are not always equal
to each other, an alarm may be erroneously given in response
to the object outside the area to be monitored. The area to be
monitored is surrounded by a plurality of reflectors, and the
coordinate values ofthe reflectors and the detecting object are
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calculated based on the signals reflected from the reflectors
and the detecting object, and are then compared.

U.S. patent application No. 2004/178,942 (McLemore)
entitled “Apparatus and method for rapid detection of objects
with time domain impulsive signals” discloses a method and
system for detecting objects of interest in a target area using
ultra wide band (UWB) RF signals. A transmitter and antenna
array generate ultra wide band RF impulsive signals that are
used to probe a target area that may include an object of
interest. An antenna and a signal processor receive return
signals from the target area and process the return signal to
generate a set of coordinates. The coordinates of the pro-
cessed return signals are compared to coordinates of known
objects in a pre-existing database to determine whether there
is a match between the return signal and a known object.
When there is an indication of a match, the existence of the
known object is displayed to an operator of the system.

U.S. patent application No. 2005/264,438 (Fulerton et al.)
entitled “System and method for spatially diverse radar signal
processing” discloses an ultra wideband radar system for
detecting moving objects. The system comprises an antenna,
which may be scanned in at least one dimension, and a signal
processor wherein the signal processor includes a scan com-
biner that combines scan information in accordance with a
candidate trajectory for the moving object. Scans may be
combined by integration or filtering. A fast calculation
method is described wherein the scans are combined into
subsets and subsets are shifted in accordance with the candi-
date trajectory before further combination.

U.S. patent application 2006/061,504 (Leach et al.)
entitled “Through wall detection and tracking system” dis-
closes a system for detecting and tracking an individual or
animal, and comprises producing a first return radar signal
from the individual or animal with a first low power ultra
wideband radar; producing a second return radar signal from
the individual or animal with a second low power ultra wide-
band radar; maintaining the first low power micro-power
radar a fixed distance from the second low power ultra wide-
band radar; and processing the first return radar signal and the
second return radar signal in detecting and tracking of the
individual or animal.

U.S. patent application 2007/057,761 (Johnson) entitled
“Motion detector” discloses various embodiments of a
motion-monitoring system comprising at least one antenna
fixed within a barrier, the at least one antenna transmitting at
least one first radio-frequency signal through the barrier to at
least one volume outside the barrier, the at least one first
radio-frequency signal reflecting from at least one object in
the at least one volume to produce a plurality of second
radio-frequency signals, which are received by the at least one
antenna, at least one sensing circuit sensing the plurality of
second radio-frequency signals and generating a plurality of
time-domain output signals, and at least one processor receiv-
ing the plurality of time-domain output signals and compar-
ing at least one successive time-domain output signal to at
least one previous time-domain output signal to estimate at
least one characteristic of the at least one object, including a
motion of the at least one object.

International Application No. WO07/047,419 (Zemany)
entitled “Motion detection system using CW radar in combi-
nation with additional sensors™ discloses use of additional
one or more sensors with the CW radar to confirm the motion
detection result.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Typically, through-the-obstacle radar systems are used in
ISR applications for motion detection, target location/track-
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ing and scene imaging. These applications are based on real
time or near real time processing of acquired data.

In accordance with certain aspects of the present invention,
there is provided a through-the-obstacle radar system config-
ured to record signals and/or derivatives thereof collected
during a certain substantial monitoring period, and to use the
recorded information for generating patterns informative of a
monitoring scene.

The through-the-obstacle radar system comprises:

a) a recording unit operatively coupled to a processor and
configured to accommodate records of one or more
acquired signals and/or derivatives thereof collected
during a certain substantial monitoring period, said
records comprising information characterizing the sig-
nals and/or derivatives thereof and information indica-
tive, at least, of the time the signals were obtained;

b) a processor configured to receive records accommo-
dated in the recording unit during a certain period of
monitoring, and to generate patterns informative of a
monitoring scene during the monitoring period;

¢) a storing unit operatively coupled to the processor and
configured to accommodate one or more patterns gen-
erated by the processor and/or received from one or
more external sources.

In accordance with further aspects of the invention, the
patterns may be generated in different forms, e.g. in the form
of a histogram characterizing the level of motion at certain
time intervals within the monitoring period, in the form of a
two-dimensional top-view activities map, etc. The generated
patterns may be related, for example, to normative and/or
actual behavior patterns, normative and/or actual activities
patterns, normative and/or actual scene layout related pat-
terns, etc.

In accordance with further aspects of the present invention,
the generated patterns and/or derivatives therecof may be
implemented in a radar imaging system as perceiving image
ingredients to be displayed together with an image.

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention,
there is provided a method of operating a through-the-ob-
stacle radar system, the method comprising:

a) collecting signals and/or derivatives thereof acquired by
the radar system during a certain substantial monitoring
period and accommodating respective records, said
records comprising information characterizing the sig-
nals and/or derivatives thereof and information indica-
tive, at least, of the time the signals were obtained;

b) processing to accommodated records and generating
patterns informative of a monitoring scene during the
monitoring period.

In accordance with further aspects of the present invention,
the processing may further comprise (and, accordingly, the
processor may be further configured) analyzing information
characterizing a monitoring period X and to generate one or
more patterns characterizing a period Y, the periodY being a
part of the period X. The processing may further comprise
comparing the generated pattern with a normative pattern and
causing a response to be activated when the comparing pat-
terns have a predetermined relationship, and/or detecting an
unusual pattern without a priori knowledge of the normative
pattern, and/or calculating probability of motion in a certain
area and generating a layout of a building and interior in
accordance with said calculated probability.

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention,
there is provided a motion detection system based on through-
the-obstacle radar, the system comprising:

a) a recording unit operatively coupled to a processor and
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acquired by the radar signals and/or derivatives thereof
collected during a certain substantial monitoring period,
said records comprising information characterizing the
signals and/or derivatives thereof and information
indicative, at least, of the time the signals were obtained;

b) the processor configured to receive records accommo-
dated in the recording unit during a certain period of
monitoring, to generate at least one histogram charac-
terizing normative motion level at different time inter-
vals, to compare an actual motion level with the level in
the normative histogram corresponding to the same time
intervals, and to record the motion as detected if its
actual level fits a certain relationship with the corre-
sponding level in the normative histogram.

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention,
there is provided a method of motion detection based on
through-the-obstacle radar, the method comprising:

a) collecting signals and/or derivatives thereof acquired by
the radar system during a certain substantial monitoring
period and accommodating respective records, said
records comprising information characterizing the sig-
nals and/or derivatives thereof and information indica-
tive, at least, of the time the signals were obtained;

b) processing the accommodated records and generating at
least one histogram characterizing a normative motion
level at different time intervals;

¢) comparing an actual motion level with the level in the
nonnative histogram corresponding to the same time
intervals; and

d) recording the motion as detected if its actual level fits a
certain relationship with the corresponding level in the
normative histogram.

In accordance with farther aspects of the present invention the
processing may further include (and the processor may be
further configured) generating a notice of an intrusion event if
a predefined relationship between the actual and normative
motion levels is detected.

Among advantages of certain embodiments of the present
invention is facilitating obtaining information on a building/
room layout, behavior and activity pattern, etc.; such infor-
mation provides valuable criteria for ISR applications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to understand the invention and to see how it may
be carried out in practice, certain embodiments will now be
described, by way of non-limiting example only, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a generalized block diagram of a through-
the-obstacle radar system as known in the art;

FIG. 2 illustrates a generalized block diagram of a through-
the-obstacle radar system in accordance with certain embodi-
ments of the present invention;

FIGS. 3-5¢, illustrate non-limiting examples of patterns
generated in accordance with certain embodiments of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the invention. However, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-known
methods, procedures, components and circuits have not been
described in detail so as not to obscure the present invention.
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Inthe drawings and description, identical reference numerals
indicate those components that are common to different
embodiments or configurations.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, as apparent from the
following discussions, it is appreciated that throughout the
specification discussions utilizing terms such as “process-
ing”, “computing”, “calculating”, “determining”, “generat-
ing” or the like, refer to the action and/or processes of a
computer or computing system, or processor or similar elec-
tronic computing device, that manipulate and/or transform
data represented as physical, such as electronic, quantities
within the computing system’s registers and/or memories
into other data, similarly represented as physical quantities
within the computing system’s memories, registers or other
such information storage, transmission or display devices.

Embodiments of the present invention may use terms such
as, processor, computer, apparatus, system, sub-system, mod-
ule, unit, device (in single or plural form) for performing the
operations herein. This may be specially constructed for the
desired purposes, or it may comprise a general purpose com-
puter selectively activated or reconfigured by a computer
program stored in the computer. Such a computer program
may be stored in a computer readable storage medium, such
as, but not limited to, any type of disk including floppy disks,
optical disks, CD-ROMs, Disk-on-Key, smart cards (e.g.
SIM, chip cards, etc.), magnetic-optical disks, read-only
memories (ROMs), random access memories (RAMs), elec-
trically programmable read-only memories (EPROMs), elec-
trically erasable and programmable read only memories (EE-
PROMs), magnetic or optical cards, or any other type of
media suitable for storing electronic instructions capable of
being conveyed via a computer system bus.

The processes/devices presented herein are not inherently
related to any particular electronic component or other appa-
ratus, unless specifically stated otherwise. Various general
purpose components may be used in accordance with the
teachings herein, or it may prove convenient to construct a
more specialized apparatus to perform the desired method.
The desired structure for a variety of these systems will
appear from the description below. In addition, embodiments
of the present invention are not described with reference to
any particular programming language. It will be appreciated
that a variety of programming languages may be used to
implement the teachings of the inventions as described
herein.

The references cited in the background teach many prin-
ciples of implementation of through-the-obstacle radar sys-
tems in ISR applications that are applicable to the present
invention. Therefore the full contents of these publications
are incorporated by reference herein where appropriate, for
appropriate teachings of additional or alternative details, fea-
tures and/or technical background.

In the drawings and descriptions, identical reference
numerals indicate those components that are common to dif-
ferent embodiments or configurations.

Bearing this in mind, attention is drawn to FIG. 1 illustrat-
ing a generalized block diagram of a through-the-obstacle
radar system as known in the art.

For purpose of illustration only, the following description
is made with respect to an imaging system based on a UWB
radar. The illustrated imaging system comprises N=1 trans-
mitters (11) and M1 receivers (12) (together referred here-
inafter as “sensors”) arranged in (or coupled to) at least one
antenna array (13) referred to hereinafter as a “sensor array”.
At least one transmitter transmits a pulse signal (or other form
of UWB signal, such as, for example, M-sequence coded
signal, etc.) to a space to be imaged and at least one receiver
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captures the scattered/reflected waves. To enable high quality
imaging, sampling is provided from several receiving chan-
nels. The process is repeated for each transmitter separately
or simultaneously with different coding per each transmitter
(e.g. M-sequence UWB coding).

The received signals are transferred to a signal acquisition
and processing unit (14) coupled to the sensor array (13). The
signal acquisition and processing unit is capable of receiving
the signals from the sensor array and providing a digitaliza-
tion thereof. The obtained digitalized data are further pro-
cessed, said processing depending upon requirements of the
radar system application (e.g. motion detection, object local-
ization, 3D imaging, etc.) The calculations necessary for pro-
cessing the obtained signals are provided by the processor
(15) by using different appropriate techniques, some of them
known in the art. The obtained signals and/or appropriate data
are processed in real time or near real time. The results of the
processing are transferred to a display (16) coupled to the
signal acquisition and processing unit.

Note that the invention is not bound by the specific UWB
radar imaging system described with reference to FIG. 1 or
processing technique. Those versed in the art will readily
appreciate that the invention is, likewise, applicable to any
other through-the-obstacle radar system capable of obtaining
physical inputs informative, at least, of a part of a scene of
interest concealed by an obstacle, processing the obtained
data in accordance with requirements of a certain application,
and displaying the results.

FIG. 2 illustrates a generalized block diagram of a through-
the-obstacle radar system in accordance with certain embodi-
ments of the invention.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the invention
the signal acquisition & processing block comprises a record-
ing unit (17) operatively coupled to the processor (15). The
recording unit accommodates records of obtained signals
and/or derivatives thereof collected during a certain substan-
tial time period of monitoring (e.g. 1 hour, 1 day, 1 week, etc.).
The derivatives may include, for example, analog signals
integrated over a certain range of coordinates, time, frequen-
cies, sensors, and/or otherwise; digital form of any of the
obtained signals and/or analog derivatives thereof; data
resulting from digital integrating the obtained signals in
accordance with certain criteria, etc. The operations facilitat-
ing the above derivatives may be provided, for example, by
the processor (15), by an analog integrator comprised in the
signal acquisition & processing block (not shown), by a
tracker module (not shown) further detailed with reference to
FIG. 5 and/or otherwise. These records of signals and/or data
(referred hereinafter as “records™) comprise information
characterizing the signal or derivatives thereof and informa-
tion indicative, at least, of the time the signals were obtained
(and/or indicative of time period of integration when rel-
evant). The records may further comprise information indica-
tive of respective scene coordinates, monitoring objects (e.g.
track records), etc.

The processor (15) is further configured to retrieve records
accommodated in the recording unit during certain periods of
monitoring and to provide necessary calculations in order to
generate patterns informative of the monitoring scene (e.g.
behavior patterns, activity patterns, scene layout related pat-
terns, etc.) during a certain monitoring period. The generated
patterns are stored in a storing unit (18) operatively coupled to
the processor (15). The storing unit may further comprise
patterns received from external equipment (e.g. normative
activity patterns in accordance with monitoring by a video
camera, suspicious activity patterns, scene layout in accor-
dance with available blue-prints, etc.). Optionally, the proces-
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sor may generate a new pattern by analyzing the records
accommodated in the recording unit during a certain period of
monitoring together with the patterns stored in the storing
unit. Optionally, the processor may analyze records (or
respective patterns) characterizing a period X and generate
patterns characterizing a periodY, the periodY being a part of
the period X (e.g. the processor may generate a normative
daily pattern by averaging data obtained during a one-month
monitoring period, etc.). The patterns generation will be fur-
ther detailed with reference to FIGS. 3-5. The generated
patterns may be displayed, further used by the radar system in
other modes of'its operation, be exported to a remote terminal,
or be used by some external equipment, etc.

The processor may be further configured to compare the
generated pattern with a normative pattern (e.g. certain pre-
viously generated pattern(s) or otherwise stored pattern) and
to cause a response to be activated when the comparing pat-
terns have a predetermined relationship. The comparing is
provided in accordance with certain pre-defined criteria. A
response to a detected unusual pattern or to another detected
predetermined relationship may include, for example, activa-
tion of imaging mode of the radar system, activation of exter-
nal equipment for collecting additional information, provid-
ing alerts and/or alarms, requesting a human response, etc.

Alternatively, the processor may be configured to detect an
unusual pattern without a priori knowledge of the normative
pattern. In such embodiments, the processor is configured to
automatically learn a probabilistic model of normative behav-
ior (e.g. through the use of a Hidden Markov Model) and to
use this model to infer the generated pattern.

Those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that the
invention is not bound by the configuration of F1G. 2; equiva-
lent and/or modified functionality may be consolidated or
divided in another manner and may be implemented in soft-
ware, firmware, hardware, or any combination thereof.

Referring to FIGS. 3-5, there are illustrated non-limiting
examples of patterns generated in accordance with certain
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a normative pattern generated in the form
of'ahistogram, characterizing level of motion at a certain time
(e.g. in a certain office). The 24 hour pattern is created by
averaging data obtained during long-period monitoring (e.g.
over one month). In certain embodiments of the invention the
values of motion levels corresponding to a certain time of day
averaged over the long-period monitoring are stored in the
records, while in other embodiments the records may com-
prise only data characterizing the obtained signals, and the
average motion levels may be calculated while generating the
pattern. The histogram may be continuously updated during
the further monitoring.

The illustrated histogram may provide, for example, the
following information:

1. Start of activities (31)—06:30 in the morning;

2. Peak (32) of the morning activity is around 11:00;

3. Noon drop (33) of the activity is around 14:00;

4. End of activities (34) is around 20:30 in the evening;

Accordingly, a motion movement/activity (35) detected at
22:00 with a level substantially higher than the corresponding
level in the normative histogram may be regarded as abnor-
mal.

The described normative histogram may be used, for
example, in a radar based intrusion detection system in accor-
dance with certain embodiments of the present invention.
Such a system is configured to generate and store the activity
patterns as detailed above, to register an actual motion level,
to compare it with a corresponding motion level in the nor-
mative histogram, and to detect an intrusion event, if a pre-
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defined relationship between the actual and normative motion
levels is detected. Likewise, the normative histograms gener-
ated in accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention may be used with a non-radar intrusion system, for
example for decreasing false detection.

Similarly, in accordance with certain embodiments of the
present invention, the above normative histogram may be
used in a through-the-obstacle radar-based motion detection
system with no pre-defined (or configurable) threshold for
motion detection. In such system a motion is recorded as
detected if its measured level fits a certain relationship with
the corresponding (time-wise) level in the normative histo-
gram (e.g. a measured motion is more than 10% higher than
the normative motion at the corresponding time).

FIGS. 4b-4g illustrate, by way of non-limiting example,
patterns resulting from two dimensional (2D) top-view activ-
ity monitoring in an apartment illustrated in FIG. 4a. The
patterns characterize integrated activities: FIG. 454 illustrates
a pattern generated by integrating records obtained during a
short period of time; F1G. 4¢ illustrates a pattern generated by
medium-term integration and FIG. 44 illustrates a pattern
generated by integration over a long monitoring period.

From the shaded areas in FIGS. 4¢ and 4d it can be
observed that there are four main areas of activity in this
house—the bedroom (41), the living room (42), the wash-
room (43) and the kitchen (44) connected to the entrance area.
The patterns allow also finding out more about the walkways
between these areas and some places where no movements
were detected.

The integration may be provided according to a certain
time during a day, a certain day of the week, a certain area in
an apartment, etc. For example, FIGS. 4e-4g illustrate a pat-
tern integrated from records obtained at different times during
the day: FIG. 4e illustrates a day-time pattern (most activities
are in the living room), FIG. 4fillustrates a night-time pattern
(most activities are in the bedroom and the bathroom), and
FIG. 4g illustrates an evening pattern (most activities are in
the kitchen).

FIGS. 5a-5¢illustrate, by way of non-limiting example, the
respective patterns illustrated in FIGS. 4b-4d and bearing
marks of probability of motion in certain areas (higher inten-
sity of black colour represents higher level of probability).

In certain embodiments of the present invention the pro-
cessor is further configured to calculate, based on the
obtained records, probability of motion in a certain area and
to generate a layout of the building and interior. The calcula-
tions may be provided based on overall statistics of motions in
a certain area, track records (sequence of motions associated
with certain objects) and/or otherwise.

The track records may be obtained with the help of the
tracker module (not shown in FIG. 2, which may be com-
prised in the signal acquisition & processing) configured to
track movement of different objects (persons) in the mapping
building during certain periods of time, and to locate the
moving objects with respect to a known reference point. The
tracker module is operatively coupled to the recording unit,
and the recording unit is configured to accommodate track
records received from the tracker module. The processor is
configured to retrieve track records from the recording unit
and to generate a building layout as a pattern based on the
probability of activities in different locations calculated in
accordance with track records.

The track records may be further processed to detect and
utilize a “shadowing effect”. In fact, the “shadow” of moving
person(s) paints the objects in the room located behind the
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moving targets, thus enabling utilization of the “shadowing
effect” for mapping location of static objects (walls, furniture,
etc.).

As was disclosed in the co-pending application, No. PCT/
1L.2007/000427 (Beeri et al.) filed Apr. 1, 2007 and assigned
to the assignee of the present invention, the operating of a
through-the-obstacle radar imaging system may include per-
ceiving processing provided in order to facilitate a meaning-
ful representation and/or an instant understanding of the
image to be displayed. In accordance with certain embodi-
ments of the present invention, some of the generated patterns
may be implemented as perceiving image ingredients to be
displayed together with an image. For example, an overlay of
generated layout with real-time imaging results may provide
a greater sense of all activities inside a building.

It should be understood that at least part of the system
according to the invention, may be a suitably programmed
computer. Likewise, the invention contemplates a computer
program being readable by a computer for executing the
method of the invention. The invention further contemplates
a machine-readable memory tangibly embodying a program
of instructions executable by the machine for executing the
method of the invention.

It is also to be understood that the invention is not limited
in its application to the details set forth in the description
contained herein or illustrated in the drawings. The invention
is capable of other embodiments and of being practiced and
carried out in various ways. Hence, it is to be understood that
the phraseology and terminology employed herein are for the
purpose of description and should not be regarded as limiting.
As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the con-
ception, upon which this disclosure is based, may readily be
utilized as a basis for designing other structures, methods, and
systems for carrying out the several purposes of the present
invention.

Those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that various
modifications and changes can be applied to the embodiments
of the invention as hereinbefore described without departing
from its scope, defined in and by the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A through-the-obstacle radar system comprising:

a) a recording unit operatively coupled to a processor and
configured to accommodate records of one or more
acquired signals and/or derivatives of the signals col-
lected during a certain substantial monitoring period X,
the records comprising information characterizing the
signals and/or the derivatives of the signals and infor-
mation indicative, at least, of the time the signals were
obtained; and

b) a processor configured to receive records accommo-
dated in the recording unit during a certain period of
monitoring, and to generate one or more patterns infor-
mative of a monitoring scene during the substantial
monitoring period,

wherein at least one generated pattern is informative of a
level of motion characterizing the substantial monitor-
ing period.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor is further
configured to analyze information characterizing the substan-
tial monitoring period X and to generate one or more patterns
characterizing a period Y, the period Y being a part of the
period X.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor is further
configured to compare the generated pattern with a normative
pattern, and to cause a response to be activated when the
comparing patterns have a predetermined relationship.
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4. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor is further
configured to detect an unusual pattern without a priori
knowledge of a normative pattern.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor is further
configured to generate at least one of a layout of a building or
a layout of an interior with the help of the generated pattern
informative of the level of the motion characterizing the sub-
stantial monitoring period.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of the gen-
erated patterns is generated in the form of a histogram char-
acterizing the level of the motion at certain repeating time
intervals within the monitoring period.

7. The system of claim 6 wherein repeating time intervals
within the monitoring period are selected from a group com-
prising: days of the week, time of the day, months of the year
and combinations thereof.

8. The system of claim 7 wherein the processor is further
configured to notice an intrusion event if a predefined rela-
tionship between the actual motion levels and the normative
motion levels is detected.

9. The system of claim 6 wherein

the generated histogram characterizes a normative motion
level at different repeating time intervals; and

the processor is further configured to compare an actual
motion level corresponding to certain repeating time
intervals with motion level in the normative histogram
corresponding to the same repeating time intervals.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the processing further
comprises generating a notice of an intrusion event if a pre-
defined relationship between the actual motion levels and the
normative motion levels is detected.

11. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of the
generated patterns is generated in the form of a two-dimen-
sional top-view activities map.

12. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of the
generated patterns is selected from a group comprising: nor-
mative and/or actual behavior patterns, normative and/or
actual activities patterns, normative and/or actual scene lay-
out related patterns.

13. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of the
generated patterns and/or derivatives of the patterns is imple-
mented in a radar imaging system as perceiving image ingre-
dients to be displayed together with an image.

14. A method of operating a through-the-obstacle radar
system, the method comprising:

a) collecting signals and/or derivatives thereof acquired by
the radar system during a certain substantial monitoring
period X and accommodating respective records, the
records comprising information characterizing the sig-
nals and/or derivatives of the signals and information
indicative, at least, of the time the signals were obtained;
and

b) processing to accommodated records and generating
one or more patterns informative of a monitoring scene
during the substantial monitoring period,

wherein at least one generated pattern is informative of a
level of motion characterizing the substantial monitor-
ing period.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the processing further
comprises analyzing information characterizing a monitoring
period X and to generate one or more patterns characterizing
a period Y, the period Y being a part of the substantial moni-
toring period X.

16. The method of claim 14 wherein the processing further
comprises comparing the generated pattern with a normative
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pattern, and causing an activation of a pre-configured
response when the compared patterns have a predetermined
relationship.

17. The method of claim 14 wherein the processing further
comprises detecting an unusual pattern without a priori
knowledge of a normative pattern.

18. The method of claim 14 wherein the processing further
comprises generating a layout of a building and/or interior
with the help of the generated pattern informative of the level
of the motion characterizing the substantial monitoring
period.

19. The method of claim 14 wherein at least one pattern is
generated in a form of a histogram characterizing the level of
the motion at certain repeating time intervals within the moni-
toring period.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein

the generated histogram characterizes a normative motion

level at different repeating time intervals, the method
further comprising comparing an actual motion level
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corresponding to certain repeating time intervals with
the motion level in the normative histogram correspond-
ing to the same repeating time intervals; and

the repeating time intervals are selected from a group com-

prising: days of the week, time of the day, months of the
year and combination thereof.

21. The method of claim 14 wherein at least one of the
generated patterns is generated in the form of a two-dimen-
sional top-view activities map.

22. The method of claim 14 wherein at least one of the
generated patterns is selected from a group comprising: nor-
mative and/or actual behavior patterns, normative and/or
actual activities patterns, normative and/or actual scene lay-
out related patterns.

23. The method of claim 14 wherein at least one of the
generated patterns and/or derivatives of the patterns is imple-
mented in a radar imaging system as perceiving image ingre-
dients to be displayed together with an image.

#* #* #* #* #*
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