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(57) ABSTRACT

In a frequency-modulated radar system and method for

detecting the surroundings, a compensation of interfering

effects is achieved by varying one of the following values:

a) a time spacing or temporal distance between the transmit-
ted frequency ramps or the time gap between the frequency
ramps,

b) atime from the start of the respective transmitted frequency
ramp to the beginning of the scanning of the received
signal,

¢) a frequency at the start of the transmitted frequency ramp,
and

d) a sign of the slope of the transmitted frequency ramps.
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e ALK e

FRG ] X

o

BP

.

At_2(k) }-N ADC I Signal 1




US 8,203,481 B2

Page 2
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 7,492,310 B2* 2/2009 Haberland et al. .............. 342/70
. 2002/0075178 Al 6/2002 Woodington et al.

6,577,269 B2* 6/2003 Woodington et al. ......... 342/196 *
6.587.074 Bl 72003 Winter ot al. 2006/0181448 Al 8/2006 Natsume et al. ................ 342/70
6,683,557 B2* 1/2004 Plevaetal. ... 342/74 FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
6,707,419 B2* 3/2004 Woodington et al. .. 342/200
6,816,107 B2* 11/2004 Plevaetal. ............ 34274 WO WO 95/14939 6/1995
6,864,831 B2* 3/2005 Woodington et al. .. 342/70 OTHER PUBLICATIONS
6,977,609 B2* 12/2005 Plevaetal. .....ccoooovrnnenn 342/28
7,071,868 B2* 7/2006 Woodington etal. ........... 342/70 Andrzej Wojtkiewicz et al., “Two-dimensional signal processing in
7,336,218 B2* 2/2008 Nishimura et al. .. 342/70 FMCW radars”, XXth National Conference “Circuit Theory and
7,391,361 B2* 6/2008 Kishida ........... 342/109 Electronic Networks”, Kolobrzeg, Poland, Oct. 21-24, 1997, pp. 475
7,420,502 B2*  9/2008 Hartzstein et al. L 34270 (a0,
7,443,336 B2* 10/2008 Noda ........... 342/135
7,466,260 B2* 12/2008 Ishiietal. ..........ccccovvene.. 342/70 * cited by examiner



U.S. Patent Jun. 19, 2012 Sheet 1 of 4 US 8,203,481 B2

RX

P TX

BP
- ADC P Signal 1

FRG
At 2(K)

Fig. 1

>
-

G W Sy R S e G - —— Y e M = m mar S tw e

t O



U.S. Patent Jun. 19, 2012 Sheet 2 of 4 US 8,203,481 B2

e
L o~ N
g o
+ i
'._,I
<]
+
-
-~ byt
_.__,I
<
+
(an )
- )
o
-] -l
4]
N
=)
i




US 8,203,481 B2

Sheet 3 of 4

Jun. 19, 2012

U.S. Patent

¢ ‘BiJ
Zeubls  w— 144 - NiWm oy e ep
"dwod v LI‘ Em\T! NIM B)i4 < | jeubig




U.S. Patent

-10

~20

-30

S |
[ae)

Jun. 19, 2012

Sheet 4 of 4 US 8,203,481 B2

—a———a L (K)>D, at,(K)>0
~—t———— At(K)>D,ak(K)=0

2
A

§
- \ [
i 52
d A
+2 2 J |\
= + b
\\ ‘;a %\
y
—:L,A\A S~0 y \ ‘\ \ + ‘*' A\ 0\
é\ 9-o o’ o & k JAre -5
LR e ekl DA
1 1 I 1 3 L ' S
S 10 19 20 23 30 35 40
n



US 8,203,481 B2

1
RADAR SYSTEM FOR DETECTING THE
SURROUNDINGS WITH COMPENSATION OF
INTERFERING SIGNALS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a radar system for detecting the
surroundings with means for compensating interfering sig-
nals. A system of this type for monitoring the environment
can be used e.g. in a motor vehicle, in which a driver assis-
tance or safety function is provided.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Radar systems for detecting the surroundings of a motor
vehicle are known. With the detection of the surroundings a
dynamic situation picture or image of the traffic space or
surroundings results, which shows the distance and the rela-
tive speed of the surrounding objects. The situation picture
can present the initial information of a driver assistance sys-
tem, which takes over e.g. the longitudinal regulation of the
vehicle or which serves for recognizing danger situations.
Interfering factors such as internal or external interfering
irradiations, the radiation of radar systems of other vehicles,
and trappings or over-range faults of the radar sensor system
distort the measurement data of surrounding objects and may
lead to a misdetection of objects in such cases. Thus, the
function of a driver assistance system is subject to disturbance
to a significant extent.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is the object of the present invention to provide a radar
system and a method that compensates interfering signals.

The radar system and the method according to embodi-
ments of the present invention includes several independently
combinable possibilities for compensating interfering sig-
nals. For example, internal interfering frequencies, external
interfering irradiations, and trappings or over-range faults are
included among the compensated interfering signals. For the
compensation, the starting times of the transmitting and/or
receiving intervals are varied in time relative to a regular
interval.

The radar system and/or the method for detecting the sur-
roundings according to embodiments of the invention is
equipped with transmitting means for the directed emission
of transmission power, receiving means for the directed
receipt of received power arising as a portion of the transmis-
sion power that is reflected from surrounding objects, and
signal processing means for processing the received power.
The frequency of the radiated transmission power is modu-
lated such that the transmission power includes a sequence of
linear frequency ramps that each have the same slope at least
with regard to the value or magnitude. Between the frequency
ramps, temporal gaps or sections with another different arbi-
trary frequency modulation can occur. The signal processing
means mix a signal having the current transmitting frequency
and the transmission power that is reflected from surrounding
objects and received by the receiving means. The output
signal of the mixing operation is scanned or sampled, if
necessary after suitable preprocessing, N times during at least
one frequency ramp, wherein N is the number of the samples
or scanned values.

A two-dimensional discrete time-frequency-transforma-
tion over the respective N samples of K ramps is fully or only
partially determined. Here, K indicates the number of the
scanned frequency ramps. The radar system is designed in
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such a way that during the transformation, relative speeds and
radial spacing distances are allocated to or associated with the
two-dimensional frequency range, i.e. from the two-dimen-
sional frequency of the detected signal power, conclusions are
drawn as to the relative speed and the radial spacing distance
of'the associated object. For suppressing interfering effects at
least one of the following quantities or values is varied: the
temporal spacing distance of the frequency ramps or the
temporal gap between the frequency ramps, the time span
from the ramp start up to the beginning of the scanning or
sampling of the N values scanned during a frequency ramp,
the frequency at the ramp start, and/or the sign of the slope of
the frequency ramps.

In an advantageous embodiment of the invention the varia-
tion of the frequency ramp characteristics is random or
pseudo-random or deterministic. Thus, also interferences
caused by other radar systems (e.g. on an oncoming vehicle)
that operate according to the same or another method are
compensated.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the two-di-
mensional discrete time-frequency-transformation is a two-
dimensional discrete fourier transformation. A special
embodiment of the radar system provides that when varying
one of the mentioned values or quantities a non-linear filtra-
tion of discrete signals is performed. Only individual power
values of the signals are still disturbed by the variation. These
are reduced or suppressed in their effect by a filtration with a
non-linear filter.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention for the non-
linear filtration, an average value of the magnitude or of the
power of predetermined signals is formed. Signal values,
whose magnitude or power exceed this average value by a
predetermined value, are corrected. In that regard, the values
are set to a fixed value, e.g. zero.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the non-linear
filtration is applied in each case on the N samples of a fre-
quency ramp.

Another embodiment provides that for the signal evalua-
tion a two-dimensional time-frequency-transformation is
performed in two steps. In the first transformation step a
one-dimensional time-frequency-transformation is calcu-
lated respectively over the N samples of a frequency ramp.
This step is repeated for K-1 frequency ramps. The non-
linear filtration is applied respectively for K values, which
have the same frequency value after the first discrete time-
frequency-transformation. In a is second transformation step
a one-dimensional discrete time-frequency-transformation is
calculated respectively over the K output values of the non-
linear filtration.

In a special embodiment of the invention at least one of the
following values or quantities is varied over the ramps: time
span of the N values scanned during a frequency ramp relative
to the ramp start, or the frequency at the ramp start, or the sign
of'the slope of the frequency ramps. A two-dimensional time-
frequency-transformation is performed in two steps, wherein
in the first step a one-dimensional time-frequency-transfor-
mation is calculated respectively over the N samples of a
frequency ramp. For compensating the varying ramp charac-
teristics the result of the first discrete time-frequency-trans-
formation is multiplied with a factor e"(j*a*b), wherein the
term “a” takes into account the respective frequency pertain-
ing to the first sample of a frequency ramp and the sign of its
slope, and the term “b” depends on the frequency raster value,
i.e. the frequency increment or frequency bin of the fast
fourier transformation.

Another embodiment of the radar system and method pro-
vides that the temporal spacing distance of the frequency
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ramps is varied in such a way that the delay of the ramp
starting times to a temporally fixed raster represents approxi-
mately a discrete uniform distribution.

In particular the delay of the ramp starting times to a
temporally fixed raster is varied only so much or so strongly
that the difference from a fixed raster point to the ramp start
and the associated actual ramp start is smaller than a prede-
termined threshold value. The threshold value is selected e.g.
such that with the two-dimensional time-frequency-transfor-
mation the interfering eftect due to the non-equidistant scan-
ning is negligibly small.

A preferred embodiment of the radar system and method
provides that the time span of the N values sampled during a
frequency ramp relative to the ramp start is varied in a discrete
raster, wherein these raster spacing distances are at least
partially unequal to the scanning spacing distances of the N
samples. False signals caused by trappings or over-range
faults are thus formed incoherently. In particular the raster
spacing distance is constant and half the size as the constant
scanning spacing distance between the N samples.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following the invention will be explained in further
detail on the basis of drawings and example embodiments, in
which

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a radar system with a
compensation of interfering signals;

FIG. 2a shows a frequency time diagram of transmitting
and receiving signals;

FIG. 2b shows a temporal course of transmitting and
receiving signals;

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of the signal processing with
a two-dimensional FFT; and

FIG. 4 shows a signal power represented over the fre-
quency, as recorded with a variation in time of the ramp
starting times At_1 and of the sampling times At_2, respec-
tively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a radar system. The dashed
lines indicate the trigger paths. Analog paths are marked with
thick or bold lines. At the time t_0 a starting pulse for the
measurement is emitted. For recording a data set the starting
pulse is repeated K-times at the same time spacing or tempo-
ral distance. The time spacing or temporal distance of the
starting pulses corresponds to the pulse repeating interval of
a regular pulse-doppler radar.

The delay unit At_1(k) delays the starting signal subject to
“k”. The term “k” is a control variable whose value is
increased by 1, for each further starting signal, up to a prede-
termined value K (k=0, 1, 2, 3, . . . K). With the output signal
of'the delay unit At_1(%), the starting point of the transmission
intervalt_S is set or determined for a measurement “k”. A unit
for generating linear frequency-modulated signals, the fre-
quency ramp generator FRG, is controlled by the output sig-
nal. The signal T_x emitted by the unit is divided. One part is
amplified if necessary and is emitted or radiated as a trans-
mitting signal via an antenna, and the second part is supplied
to a mixer M. The receiving signal R_x reflected from sur-
rounding objects is received, if applicable via the same
antenna, and is similarly supplied to the mixer M. The output
signal of the mixer M has the difference frequency of the
transmitting signal T_x and the receiving signal R_x. The
frequency of the output signal is proportional to the distance
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of the detected object. The output signal of the mixer is
filtered in a band pass filter. The filtered signal is digitized
with an analog-digital converter ADC and for this purpose is
scanned or sampled N times per frequency ramp within a
receiving interval t_E. The output signal Signal 1 consists of
N samples per ramp with K repetitions (number of the
scanned ramps). The start of the receiving interval t_E relative
to the starting point of the transmission interval t_S is deter-
mined by the delay unit At_2(%) for a measurement “k”.

FIG. 2a shows the frequency for a transmission ramp Tx
and an associated receiving signal Rx over time. The temporal
offset At of the receiving signal Rx, caused by the flight time
or transit time of the radar radiation to the object and back,
results in a frequency shift Af of the receiving signal Rx
relative to the transmitting signal Tx. The frequency shift Af
is proportional to the distance of the object.

FIG. 2b shows the frequency of transmitting signal Tx and
receiving signal Rx over time. The mixed receiving signal is
scanned or sampled only in a limited receiving interval. The
signal energy at a predetermined frequency—the distance of
an object is proportional to Af——is contained in the entire
mixing region or range Tx-Rx, therefore, the position of the
receiving interval t_E can be varied in this range. In addition,
the delay times At_1(k) and At_2(%) are shown in FI1G. 25. By
the delay At_1(k), the transmitting and receiving intervals are
shifted (“jitted”) in equal measure. Here, the signal level of
fixed interfering frequencies (e.g. internal interfering fre-
quencies) is reduced, because they are detected with another
different phase position in each of the K ramp intervals. The
range of values of the delay At_1(k) is selected to be so small
that the level of the wanted or useful signal is reduced only
slightly. By the additional delay At_2(%) the transmitting and
receiving intervals are shifted relative to each other. Thereby,
the signal level of external interference sources as well as the
signal level from trapping or over-range reception is reduced.

FIG. 3 shows the digital signal processing of the sample
values up to the doppler spectra. Signal 1, consisting of N
values, recorded with K repetitions, is fed into the signal
processing unit. A two-dimensional FFT is realized by suc-
cessive FFTs of rows and columns of a matrix. A temporary
storage or intermediate memory Ma for the matrix values is
arranged between the first and the second FFT. Before the first
and the second FFT, a windowing of the data signal takes
place. This is shown in FIG. 3 by the blocks WIN. To mini-
mize the influence of external interference sources as far as
possible, non-linear filters are provided before the first and
the second FFT.

During the filtering, those samples having a value higher
than a threshold value are replaced by a fixed value, e.g. zero.
The threshold value depends on the magnitude or power
values of the sampled values.

The delay At_2(k) has a non-negligible influence on the
phase of the signal after the first FFT. The frequency-depen-
dent phase rotation is compensated by the compensator
At_comp dependent on the value At_2(k). At the end of the
signal processing, one obtains the doppler signal Signal 2,
which is composed of K values with N repetitions.

FIG. 4 shows the simulation of the signal level after the first
FFT over the distance gates n, with n=1 . . . 39. The distance
gates result from the digital scanning or sampling. The figure
shows, at the distance gate 10 a target 1 and at the distance
gate 30 an interference line 2 with fixed frequency and iden-
tical signal level. The simulation was performed for different
delays for the transmitting and receiving interval. The solid
line shows the signal level, if no variation of the transmitting
and receiving intervals At_1=0 and At _2=0 is provided.
Approximately the same signal level is achieved by both
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power peaks. If the transmitting and receiving intervals are
shifted in equal measure by a variation of At_1(%), then the
signal level of the interference line falls by approx. 18 dB, as
is shown in FIG. 4 with the fine dashed line.

If in addition the transmitting and receiving intervals are
shifted relative to each other by a variation of At_2(k), then the
signal level (FIG. 4, rough dashed line) of the interference
line similarly falls in the example to a value that is approx. 18
dB below the starting level.

The signal level of the target object 1 at the distance gate 10
is maintained with the variation of At_1 and At_2.

The invention claimed is:

1. A radar system for detecting objects in a surrounding

environment, said system comprising:

a transmitter adapted to generate a radar signal and to emit
into said surrounding environment a first portion of said
radar signal as an emitted signal having a frequency that
is modulated in a succession of linear frequency ramps
over time, wherein said linear frequency a ramps respec-
tively have ramp slopes that all have an identical ramp
slope magnitude, and wherein said emitted signal fur-
ther has, between successive ones of said linear fre-
quency ramps, temporal gaps during which said fre-
quency is not modulated or is modulated differently
from said linear frequency ramps;

a receiver adapted to receive a received signal that arises
from a reflection of a portion of said emitted signal from
said objects in said surrounding environment; and

a signal processor comprising a mixer, a digital sampler,
and a time-frequency transformation circuit;

wherein said mixer has a first mixer input connected to an
output of said transmitter to receive a second portion of
said radar signal, a second mixer input connected to said
receiver to receive said received signal, and a mixer
output at which said mixer is adapted to output an inter-
mediate signal resulting from mixing said second por-
tion of said radar signal with said received signal;

wherein said digital sampler is connected to said mixer
output and is adapted to perform a sampling of said
intermediate signal, N times during each respective one
of K of said linear frequency ramps to produce at a
sampler output of said digital sampler N samples for
each one of said K linear frequency ramps;

wherein said time-frequency transformation circuit com-
prises a series circuit comprising a first windowing ele-
ment, a first fast Fourier transformation element, a time
shift element for phase rotation compensation, an inter-
mediate memory, a second windowing element, and a M
second fast Fourier transformation element;

wherein said time-frequency transformation circuit is con-
nected to said sampler output of said digital sampler and
is adapted to perform a two-dimensional discrete time-
frequency transformation at least partially over the
respective said N samples for each one of said K linear
frequency ramps, whereby in said transformation rela-
tive speeds and radial distances of said objects relative to
said receiver are determined from a two-dimensional
frequency of said samples and are allocated to a two-
dimensional frequency domain; and

wherein, to suppress interference influences, said transmit-
ter and said digital sampler are adapted to vary at least
one of the following values over said succession of said
linear frequency ramps:

a) a respective duration respectively of said temporal gaps
between said successive ones of said linear frequency
ramps,
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b) a duration of a delay time from a respective ramp start of
a respective one of said linear frequency ramps until a
beginning of said sampling to produce said N samples
during said respective linear frequency ramp,

c¢) astarting frequency at a respective ramp start of a respec-
tive one of said linear frequency ramps, and

d) a sign of a respective one of said ramp slopes of a
respective one of said linear frequency ramps.

2. The radar system according to claim 1, wherein said

transmitter comprises:

a start signal generator adapted to generate a succession of
starting pulses at regular time spacings and with a first
one of said starting pulses at a start time,

a first delay unit having an input connected to an output of
said start signal generator and adapted to delay said
starting pulses successively respectively by a delay
value dependent on a control variable that is incre-
mented for each successive one of said starting pulses to
vary said respective duration respectively of said tem-
poral gaps between said successive ones of said linear
frequency ramps,

a frequency ramp generator having an input connected to
an output of said first delay unit and having an output
adapted to output said radar signal, and

a first antenna connected to said output of said frequency
ramp generator.

3. The radar system according to claim 2, wherein said
digital sampler comprises an analog-to-digital converter, a
band pass filter connected between said mixer output and an
analog signal input of said analog-to-digital converter, and a
second delay unit having an input connected to said output of
said first delay unit and having an output connected to a
timing input of said analog-to-digital converter, wherein said
second delay unit is adapted to vary said duration of said
delay time from said respective ramp start until said begin-
ning of said sampling during said respective linear frequency
ramp.

4. The radar system according to claim 2, wherein said
frequency ramp generator is adapted to vary said starting
frequency at said ramp start of said respective linear fre-
quency ramp.

5. The radar system according to claim 2, wherein said
frequency ramp generator is adapted to vary said sign of said
respective ramp slope of said respective linear frequency
ramp.

6. The radar system according to claim 1, wherein said
transmitter comprises a frequency ramp generator that is
adapted to vary said starting frequency at said ramp start of
said respective linear frequency ramp.

7. The radar system according to claim 1, wherein said
transmitter comprises a frequency ramp generator that is
adapted to vary said sign of said respective ramp slope of said
respective linear frequency ramp.

8. The radar system according to claim 1, wherein said
transmitter comprises a delay unit and a frequency ramp
generator connected to said delay unit, wherein said delay
unit and said frequency ramp generator are adapted to vary
said respective duration respectively of said temporal gaps
between said successive ones of said linear frequency ramps.

9. The radar system according to claim 1, wherein said
digital sampler comprises a delay unit and an analog-to-
digital converter connected to said delay unit, wherein said
delay unit and said analog-to-digital converter are adapted to
vary said duration of said delay time from said respective
ramp start to said beginning of said sampling during said
respective linear frequency ramp.
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10. The radar system according to claim 1, wherein said
series circuit of said time-frequency transformation circuit
further comprises a first non-linear filter and a second non-
linear filter.
11. A method of detecting objects in a surrounding envi-
ronment, said method comprising:
a) generating a radar signal having a frequency that is
modulated in a succession of linear frequency ramps
over time, wherein said linear frequency ramps respec-
tively have ramp slopes that all have an identical ramp
slope magnitude, and wherein said radar signal further
has, between successive ones of said linear frequency
ramps, temporal gaps during which said frequency is not
modulated or is modulated differently from said linear
frequency ramps;
b) emitting a first portion of said radar signal into said
surrounding environment;
¢)receiving areceived signal that arises from a reflection of
aportion of said emitted signal from said objects in said
surrounding environment;
d) mixing a second portion of said radar signal with said
received signal or a pre-processed version of said
received signal to form an intermediate signal;
e) digitally sampling said intermediate signal N times dur-
ing each respective one of K of said linear frequency
ramps to produce N samples for each one of said K linear
frequency ramps;
f) performing a two-dimensional discrete time-frequency
transformation at least partially respectively over said N
samples for each one of said K linear frequency ramps,
and determining relative speeds and radial distances of
said objects from a two-dimensional frequency of said
samples determined in said transformation, and allocat-
ing said relative speeds and said radial distances to a
two-dimensional frequency domain, wherein said two-
dimensional discrete time-frequency transformation
comprises performing in succession at least a first win-
dowing, a first fast Fourier transformation, a time shift
for phase rotation compensation, an intermediate
memory storage, a second windowing, and a second fast
Fourier transformation; and
g) suppressing interference influences, comprising varying
at least one of the following variable values over said
succession of said linear frequency ramps:
gl) a first variable value being a respective duration
respectively of said temporal gaps between said suc-
cessive ones of said linear frequency ramps,

g2) a second variable value being a duration of a delay
time from a respective ramp start of a respective one
of said linear frequency ramps until a beginning of
said sampling to produce said N samples during said
respective linear frequency ramp,

g3) a third variable value being a starting frequency at a
respective ramp start of a respective one of said linear
frequency ramps, and

g4) a fourth variable value being a sign of a respective
one of said ramp slopes of a respective one of said
linear frequency ramps.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences comprises varying
said first variable value.

13. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences comprises varying
said second variable value.

14. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences comprises varying
said third variable value.
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15. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences comprises varying
said fourth variable value.

16. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences comprises varying a
plurality of said variable values selected from said first vari-
able value, said second variable value, said third variable
value, and said fourth variable value.

17. The method according to claim 11, wherein said vary-
ing of at least one of said variable values is performed accord-
ing to a random variation or a pseudo-random variation.

18. The method according to claim 11, wherein said vary-
ing of at least one of said variable values is performed accord-
ing to a deterministic variation.

19. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences further comprises
performing a non-linear filtering of said N samples for each
one of said K linear frequency ramps.

20. The method according to claim 19, wherein said non-
linear filtering comprises forming an average magnitude
value or an average power value over a plurality of said
samples, and then correcting a respective value of each one of
said samples of which a respective magnitude value or a
respective power value exceeds said average magnitude value
or said average power value by at least a specified amount.

21. The method according to claim 20, wherein said cor-
recting comprises replacing said respective value with a
specified fixed value.

22. The method according to claim 19, wherein said two-
dimensional discrete time-frequency transformation com-
prises a first transformation stage and a second transforma-
tion stage, said first transformation stage comprises
calculating a first one-dimensional discrete time-frequency
transformation respectively over said N samples respectively
for each one of said K linear frequency ramps to produce first
transformation output values, said non-linear filtering is
applied to K of said first transformation output values which
each comprise an identical frequency value after said first
transformation stage to produce K filtered output values, and
said second transformation stage comprises calculating a sec-
ond one-dimensional discrete time-frequency transformation
respectively over said K filtered output values.

23. The method according to claim 11, wherein said sup-
pressing of said interference influences comprises varying
said respective duration respectively of said temporal gaps
between said successive linear frequency ramps over said
succession of said linear frequency ramps to produce
approximately a discrete uniform distribution of respective
delay times of respective ramp start time points of said suc-
cessive linear frequency ramps relative to a temporally fixed
time raster.

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein said
respective delay times of said respective ramp start time
points relative to said temporally fixed time raster are less
than a prescribed maximum threshold value.

25. The method according to claim 11,

wherein said digital sampling is carried out at successive

sample time spacings to produce said N samples with
said sample time spacings respectively between succes-
sive ones of said N samples,

wherein said suppressing of said interference influences

comprises varying said second variable value respec-
tively to any selected one of plural successive raster time
points making up a discrete time raster with respective
raster time spacings respectively between successive
ones of said raster time points, and wherein at least some
of said raster time spacings between said successive
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raster time points in said discrete time raster are unequal
to said sample time spacings between said successive
ones of said N samples.

26. The method according to claim 11, further comprising
producing said pre-processed version of said received signal
by at least band pass filtering said received signal, and
wherein said mixing comprises mixing said second portion of
said radar signal with said pre-processed version of said
received signal to form said intermediate signal.

27. A method of detecting objects in a surrounding envi-
ronment, said method comprising:

a) generating a radar signal having a frequency that is
modulated in a succession of linear frequency ramps
over time, wherein said linear frequency ramps respec-
tively have ramp slopes that all have an identical ramp
slope magnitude, and wherein said radar a signal further
has, between successive ones of said linear frequency
ramps, temporal gaps during which said frequency is not
modulated or is modulated differently from said linear
frequency ramps;

b) emitting a first portion of said radar signal into said
surrounding environment;

¢)receiving areceived signal that arises from a reflection of
aportion of said emitted signal from said objects in said
surrounding environment;

d) mixing a second portion of said radar signal with said
received signal or a pre-processed version of said
received signal to form an intermediate signal;

e) digitally sampling said intermediate signal N times at
successive sample time spacings during each respective
one of K of said linear frequency ramps to produce N

10

20

30
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samples, with said sample time spacings respectively
between successive ones of said N samples, for each one
of said K linear frequency ramps;

f) performing a two-dimensional discrete time-frequency
transformation at least partially respectively over said N
samples for each one of said K linear frequency ramps,
and determining relative speeds and radial distances of
said objects from a two-dimensional frequency of said
samples determined in said transformation, and allocat-
ing said relative speeds and said radial distances to a
two-dimensional frequency domain; and

g) suppressing interference influences, comprising vary-
ing, over said succession of said linear frequency ramps,
a duration of a delay time from a respective ramp start of
a respective one of said linear frequency ramps until a
beginning of said sampling,

wherein said duration of said delay time is varied to any
selected one of plural successive raster time points mak-
ing up a discrete time raster with respective raster time
spacings respectively between successive ones of said
raster time points,

wherein at least some of said raster time spacings between
said raster time points in said discrete time raster are
unequal to said sample time spacings between said suc-
cessive ones of said N samples, and

wherein said raster time spacings all have a first specified
constant value, said sample time spacings all have a
second specified constant value, and said first specified
constant value is one-half of said second specified con-
stant value.
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