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(57) ABSTRACT

This disclosure is related to a magnetron including a cylin-
drical cathode having a center axis, an anode coaxially
arranged with the cathode so as to be separated from the
cathode via a predetermined space, and a pair of pole pieces
provided to both ends of the cathode in the axial direction so
as to oppose to each other and having opposing faces perpen-
dicular to the axial direction. The pole piece has a first ridge
of a ring shape that is formed on the opposing face and is
coaxial with the cathode.
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1
MAGNETRON AND RADAR APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS(S)

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Japanese Patent Application No. 2008-237277, which was
filed on Sep. 17,2008, the entire disclosure of which is hereby
incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a radar apparatus and a
structure of a magnetron used thereto.

BACKGROUND

JP2000-299070(A) discloses a structure of a magnetron
capable of suppressing a spurious level low. In this disclosure,
as shown in FIG. 2, a configuration of a pair of the pole pieces
5 which gives a magnetic field to an acting space 3 between a
cathode 2 and the anode vanes 4 is shown in FIG. 1 of the
disclosure. The opposing faces of the pole pieces 5 have a
truncated cone shape having a taper of 20 degrees or greater.
Because the opposing faces of the pole pieces 5 are formed in
the truncated cone shape, the magnetic flux density in the
acting space typically becomes higher at the both ends than
the central position in the axial direction (refer to a magnetic
flux density distribution of FIG. 3 of this disclosure).

Because the magnetic flux density of the acting space is
higher toward the both ends in the axial direction, a spurious
level of an electric wave transmitted from the magnetron is
suppressed low. Generally, since an electric field is disturbed
in the boundary planes at the both ends of the cathode 2 and
the anode vane 4 in the axial direction, the magnetic field may
act to reduce the electronic distribution near the boundary
planes.

Therefore, adopting the shape disclosed in JP2000-299070
(A), the magnetic field near the boundary is strengthened to
bounce electrons toward the weaker side of the magnetic
field. This is a phenomenon in which an area called the “mir-
ror” where lines of magnetic force are converged in a funnel
shape receives repulsion and, thus it is referred to as “the
mirror effect.” With this effect, the distribution of electrons is
brought toward the central part of the cathode 2 in the axial
direction to increase a rate of electrons uniformly moving. As
a result, unnecessary radiation (spurious emission) is
reduced.

However, with the configuration of JP2000-299070(A), as
shown in FIG. 3 of this disclosure, the magnetic flux density
in the acting space would be a distribution such that it entirely
inclines linearly in the radial direction. Therefore, the sup-
pression of the spurious emission is limited due to such non-
uniformity of the magnetic flux density distribution over the
entire acting space area in the radial direction. Particularly,
magnetrons for radar are typically used to generate pulsed
microwaves at a predetermined repetition frequency. For this
reason, it may be necessary to consider the suppression of the
spurious emission generated especially during the rising
period of a pulse period during which the microwaves occur.
Apparently, JP2000-299070(A) does not consider this point
at all.

Recently, while microwave-applied instruments and the
applications thereof have increased, the spurious regulations
are becoming strict more and more. Meanwhile, with a con-
figuration in which a filter intervenes, the suppression of the
spurious emission which differs only somewhat in frequency

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

comparing with the fundamental wave is limited. In addition,
because the configuration does not conform to the recent
demands for size reduction of the instruments, the suppres-
sion of the spurious emission is now demanded simply for
modifications of the magnetron per se.

SUMMARY

The present invention addresses the above-described con-
ditions and provides a magnetron that suppresses spurious
emission on a high-frequency side during a pulse rising edge,
and a radar apparatus using the magnetron.

According to an aspect of the invention, a magnetron
includes a cylindrical cathode having a center axis, an anode
coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be separated from
the cathode via a predetermined space, and a pair of pole
pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in the axial
direction so as to oppose to each other and having opposing
faces perpendicular to the axial direction. The pole piece has
afirstridge of a ring shape that is formed on the opposing face
and is coaxial with the cathode.

The first ridge may have a diameter that is approximately
equal to a diameter of the cathode.

The anode may be provided with a plurality of anode vanes
having a shape protruding from the inner wall of the anode
toward the cathode.

The pole piece may further include a second ridge of a ring
shape formed on the corresponding opposing face so as to
coaxial with the cathode and having a diameter larger than the
diameter of the first ridge.

The diameter of the second ridge may be larger than an
inner diameter formed by inner ends of the anode vanes and
smaller than the diameter of the inner wall of the anode.

The first ridge and the second ridge may be made of a
magnetic material.

A magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direction,
that is perpendicular to the axis, may decrease substantially
continuously from the axis toward the outside up to a prede-
termined range.

The magnetic flux density may be distributed uniformly in
a range outside the predetermined range in the radial direc-
tion.

The magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direc-
tion, that is perpendicular to the axis, decreases substantially
in inverse proportion to the square of a distance from the axis
up to a predetermined inner range located inside the prede-
termined range toward the outside from the axis, and
decreases in substantially inverse proportion to the distance
from the axis up to the predetermined range from the prede-
termined inner range toward the outside from the axis.

According to another aspect of the invention, a magnetron
includes a cylindrical cathode having a center axis, an anode
coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be separated from
the cathode via a predetermined space, and a pair of pole
pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in the axial
direction so as to oppose to each other and having opposing
faces perpendicular to the axial direction. The pole piece
includes a cylindrical body having a magnetic permeability
higher than a magnetic permeability of the pole piece, and
formed in the pole piece coaxially with the cathode.

A magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direction,
that is perpendicular to the axis, may decrease substantially
continuously from the axis toward the outside up to a prede-
termined range.

The magnetic flux density may be distributed uniformly in
a range outside the predetermined range in the radial direc-
tion.
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According to still another aspect of the invention, a mag-
netron includes a cylindrical cathode having a center axis, an
anode coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be sepa-
rated from the cathode via a predetermined space, a pair of
pole pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in the axial
direction so as to oppose to each other and having opposing
faces perpendicular to the axial direction, and a magnetic flux
density control module for decreasing a magnetic flux density
of'the space in the radial direction, that is perpendicular to the
axis, substantially continuously from the axis toward the out-
side up to a predetermined range.

The magnetic flux density control module may be a mag-
netic excitation module arranged outside the both ends of the
cathode in the axial direction, for generating a magnetic field
where magnetic fluxes are parallel to the axial direction.

The magnetic excitation module may include a magnet
having a cylindrical space having an axis that is substantially
in agreement with the axis, and an electromagnetic coil
arranged in the cylindrical space.

The magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direc-
tion, that is perpendicular to the axis, may decrease substan-
tially continuously from the axis toward the outside up to a
predetermined range.

The magnetic flux density may be distributed uniformly in
a range outside the predetermined range in the radial direc-
tion.

According to another aspect of the invention, a radar appa-
ratus includes any one of the magnetrons described above,
and a reception module for receiving an electromagnetic
wave that is discharged from the magnetron and reflected on
a target object.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure is illustrated by way of example and
not by way of limitation in the figures of the accompanying
drawings, in which the like reference numerals indicate like
elements and in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a microwave transceiver of a
radar apparatus, as an example, to which a magnetron accord-
ing to the present invention is applied;

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view illustrating a
common structure of the magnetron;

FIG. 3 is a view showing relations between an electron
cloud (space-charge spokes) and an electric field circling
around a cavity;

FIGS. 4A to 4D are views showing several states of the
electron cloud (left-hand side figures) and corresponding
electrical potential distributions (right-hand side figures), in
the order of a formation process of the electron cloud;

FIG. 5A is a graph showing the electrical potential distri-
butions in an acting space in the case of being “in vacuum”
and in the case of “balanced state,” and FIG. 5B is a graph
showing a drift angular velocity in the acting space for the
same cases;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are corresponding graphs of FIGS. 5A
and 5D to which a characteristic line [3] in the case of “con-
stant electric field intensity” shown by Equation 10 and Equa-
tion 11 is added, respectively;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are graphs showing characteristics after
the drift angular velocity is corrected, where FIG. 7A is a
corrected characteristic corresponding to Equation 15 in the
case of “uniform electric field” and FIG. 7B is a corrected
characteristic corresponding to Equation 14 in the case of
being “in vacuum;”

FIGS. 8A and 8B are graphs showing characteristics of the
acting space after the correction, where FIG. 8A shows a
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magnetic flux density after the correction and FIG. 8B shows
each characteristic of the draft angular velocity after the cor-
rection;

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view showing a structure of a pole
piece;

FIG. 11 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
spatial relationship between the acting space and the pole
piece;

FIG. 12 shows distributions of the magnetic flux density in
the acting space of FIGS. 10 and 11;

FIG. 13 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron according to a second embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 14 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron according to a third embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 15 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron according to a fourth embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a radar apparatus, as an
example to which a magnetron according to an embodiment
of the present invention is applied. The radar apparatus
includes a magnetron 101 that transmits a microwave having
a fundamental wave at 9.4 GHz, for example. A pulse drive
circuit 102 outputs to the magnetron 101 a trigger pulse
having a pulse width of approximately 75 ns at a predeter-
mined repetition frequency (for example, 2000 pps) to drive
the magnetron 101 for a duration period of the trigger pulse
and thereby causing the magnetron 101 to generate a pulse-
shaped microwave intermittently.

A circulator 103 serves as a switch for selectively propa-
gating the microwave pulse generated by the magnetron 101
toward an antenna 105 or propagating a received signal from
the antenna to a reception circuit 107. A rotary joint 104
electrically connects stationary components and rotary com-
ponents of this apparatus. The antenna 105 has a narrow
directivity and is rotated at a constant speed by a motor (not
illustrated). The antenna 105 transmits a microwave pulse to
substantially all direction (360 degree) as a detection signal.
A limiter circuit 106 suppresses a high electric power signal
level at immediately after start of the reception to protect the
reception circuit 107. The reception circuit 107 receives a
signal that is reflected on a target object and comes back to the
antenna 105. The signal received from the target object is
detected by the reception circuit 107, and then, may be dis-
played on a monitor (not illustrated) so as to be manually
distinguished in distance and direction.

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view illustrating a
common structure of the magnetron 101. In FIG. 2, an anode
cylinder 1 has a cylindrical shape, and a cathode 2 of a
cylindrical shape having a predetermined smaller radius is
coaxially arranged at the center of the axis. A plurality of
anode vanes 4 are radially arranged on an inner wall of the
anode cylinder 1 so as to be equally spaced in the circumfer-
ential direction. An annular acting space 3 is formed between
an inner circumferential end face of the anode vanes 4 (i.e.,
the contour face formed by the inner tip ends of the anode
vanes 4) and an outer circumferential surface of the cathode 2.
Note that a gap formed between the adjacent anode vanes 4
functions as a resonant cavity (also simply referred to as
“cavity” throughout the specification).



US 8,237,608 B2

5

In order to drive the magnetron 101, voltage is applied from
apower supply (not illustrated) so that the anode vanes 4 have
a predetermined electrical potential Va. Thereby, a predeter-
mined electric field E is formed in the acting space 3 between
the cathode 2 and the anode vanes 4.

A pair of the pole pieces 5 made of a magnetic material are
arranged on the both sides of the acting space 3 in the axial
direction so as to intervene the acting space 3 therebetween.
Opposing faces of the pole pieces 5 are formed in a flat plane
surface perpendicular to the axial direction and parallel to
each other. Magnets 6 are arranged on the outside of the pole
pieces 5 in the axial direction. The magnetic fluxes caused by
the magnets 6 form a magnetic field, which extends in the
axial direction, in the acting space 3 between the cathode 2
and the anode vanes 4 via the both pole pieces 5.

A particular structure of the magnetron of this embodiment
is shownin FIG. 3. As may be described above, the magnetron
of this embodiment includes a cylindrical cathode, and a
cylindrical anode coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to
be separated from the cathode via a predetermined space, and
apair of pole pieces arranged so as to oppose the both ends of
the cathode in the axial direction intervening a gap therebe-
tween, and having opposing faces perpendicular to the axial
direction.

In order to form the magnetic flux distribution as described
above, the magnetron of this embodiment may have a mag-
netic flux density control module for reducing substantially
continuously the magnetic flux density of the space in the
radial direction, which is perpendicular to the axis, up to a
predetermined range toward the outside from the axis. The
magnetic flux density control module may include a first
ridge of a ring shape coaxial with the cathode formed on the
opposing face of the pole piece. A diameter of the first ridge
may be approximately equal to a diameter of the cathode.

The anode may include a plurality of anode vanes having a
shape protruding toward the cathode from the inner wall
thereof. Each of the pair of pole pieces may have a second
ridge of a ring shape having a larger diameter than the diam-
eter of the first ridge and arranged on the opposing face so as
to coaxial with the cathode.

With the configuration of this embodiment described
above, the magnetic flux density of the space in the radial
direction, which is perpendicular to the axis, decreases sub-
stantially continuously in the predetermined range toward the
outside, and the magnetic flux density is distributed substan-
tially uniformly outside the predetermined range. By appro-
priately changing the shape of the components concerned, the
magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direction,
which is perpendicular to the axis, may be reduced substan-
tially in inverse proportion to the square of a distance from the
axis up to a predetermined inner range located inside the
predetermined range toward the outside from the axis, and
may be reduced substantially in inverse proportion to the
distance from the axis in a range outside the predetermined
inner range.

The radar apparatus of this embodiment uses the magne-
tron described above as a pulse transmitter, and includes a
receiver for receiving an echo signal from the target object.

According to this embodiment, an electric field is given to
the acting space between the cathode and the anode by the
voltage applied to the anode. In addition, a magnetic field
parallel to the axial direction is given to the acting space
through the pole pieces. In the acting space, a space where the
electric field and the magnetic field intersect perpendicularly
to each other is formed.

A group of electrons (electron cloud) jumped out from the
cathode circles in the acting space, and synchronizes with
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circling of the electric field so that electrical potential energy
of the electrons resonates in the cavity on the side of the
anode. By this resonation, the group of the electrons (electron
cloud) jumped out from the cathode is converted into an
electromagnetic wave (microwave) of the fundamental fre-
quency.

The magnetic flux density control module forms a slope in
the magnetic flux density within the acting space in the radial
direction, reducing substantially continuously from the cen-
ter side up to the predetermined range. As a result, spurious
emission on a high-frequency side that is resulted from a
relatively high velocity circling (drift angular velocity) of the
electrons around the cathode are suppressed when applied
with an electric field (during a rising period). In the subse-
quent drive period, a microwave at an original frequency is
generated by the electron cloud in a balanced state. As a
result, the spurious emission on the high-frequency side is
suppressed as a whole.

In the above configuration, the magnetic flux density is
uniformly distributed outside the predetermined range of the
acting space in the radial direction. In other words, the mag-
netic flux density on the side of the cathode is given with the
inclination, and the magnetic flux density outside the range is
given with a common uniformity in distribution. Thus, it is
possible to achieve a spurious suppression control according
to the behavior of the electron cloud on the side of the cathode
during the pulse rising period.

Alternatively, as another configuration, the magnetic flux
density may be reduced in inverse proportion to the square of
a distance from the axial center for a range from the center
sideto a first range, and further, the magnetic flux density may
be reduced in inverse proportion to a distance from the axial
center from the first range to a predetermined range. Accord-
ing to this configuration, because the magnetic flux density is
distributed with a slope so that it decreases in inverse propor-
tion to the square of the distance from the axial center for the
range from the center side of the acting space to the first range
in the outward radial direction, the spurious emission on the
high-frequency side during the rising period can be sup-
pressed. Further, because the magnetic flux density is distrib-
uted with a slope so that it decreases in inverse proportion to
the distance from the axial center for the range from the first
range to the predetermined range, the spurious emission on
the high-frequency side during the rising period including the
rising edge can be suppressed.

Hereinafter, the principle of being capable of suppressing
the spurious emission on the high-frequency side by control-
ling the distributions of the magnetic flux density will be
explained in more detail.

First, behaviors of the electron cloud that are the electrons
and its group jumped out from the cathode 2 in a common
structure is explained using FIGS. 3, 4A-4D, 5A and 5B, 6A
and 6B, 7A and 7B, and 8A and 8B.

FIG. 3 is views showing relations between the electron
cloud (space-charge spoke) and the electric field circling
around the cavity. In the acting space 3 between the cathode 2
and the anode vane 4, the electron cloud circles around the
cathode 2 in the direction of an arrow in the figures by an ExB
drift (E: electric field, B: magnetic field). The electrical poten-
tial energy of each electron of the electron cloud acts with the
electric field in the cavity and is converted into an electro-
magnetic field. At this time, resonance takes place in a state in
which the circling speed of the electron cloud and the circling
speed of the electric field around the cavity are equal to
oscillate the magnetron 101. Hereinafter, the drift angular
velocity of the electrons will be verified for each state of the
acting space.
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[A] In Balanced State

First, assuming that the acting space 3 is in the balanced
state in which the number of the electrons jumped out from
the cathode 2 is equal to the number of the electrons absorbed
by the cathode 2, the electrons perform a cycloidal motion in
a plane intersecting perpendicularly to a uniform magnetic
field B, and circle (drift) around the cathode 2. The drift speed
V ,of the electrons at this point can be expressed as following.

B ExXB
T 18P

M

VD

Here, it is assumed that an electric field in 7t mode is excited
in the cavity. If the frequency thereof is “f” and a mode
number is “N” (2 number of the cavities in the © mode), a
speed at which the electric field excited in the cavity will
rotate along a circle of radius “r”” can be expressed as follow-
ing.

@

Here, a radius from the axial center is “r,” a dimension (ra-
dius) from the axial center to the inner circumferential end
face of the anode vanes 4 is “r,,” and a radius of the cathode
2 is “r,” If a voltage Va is applied to the anode vanes 4, a
distribution ¢ of the electrical potential can be expressed as
following because the acting space is considered be in the
balanced state.

©)

Here, because an intensity E of the electric field is E=3¢/ar,
Equation 3 can be as following.

r (C)]
E=2Vo s

An oscillation condition of the magnetron 101 is such that the
circling speed V- of the electric field around the cavity and the
circling speed V, of the electron cloud are in agreement with
each other as described above. If V=V, the electron cloud
will continuously receive at the same spot a force of the
electric field being excited (see (a), (b) and (¢) of FIG. 3) and,
thus, an oscillation will take place. Next, from Equations 1, 2,
and 4, the voltage Va can be expressed as following.

®

n(rg - rf)
V, = N E

f-B

Further, from w,=(1/r)*E/B and Equation 4, a drift angular
velocity m,, which is obtained from V,=E/B and V,=rw,
(wp: drift angular velocity), can be expressed as following.
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1 2V.r

©

wp =

As seen from Equation 6, the distance r is canceled out in this
equation. For this reason, the drift angular velocity w,, is not
dependent on the distance r, and is constant within the acting
space 3. As described above, the electron cloud starts rotating
slowly at the rising edge of the voltage Va of the anode vanes
4. When the voltage Va is in a steady state, the rotation will be
expected to be at a desired circling speed.

[B] In Vacuum

Next, the rising of the magnetron 101 is explained. Because
there is little number of electrons jumped out from the cath-
ode 2 atthe rising edge of the magnetron 101, the acting space
3 can be treated as being in vacuum. A potential distribution
V(r) between the coaxial conductors in this state can be
expressed as following.

7 6

Assuming that o=r /r , because the electric field E is 3V (r)/or,
Equation 7 can be as following.

®

Therefore, the drift angular velocity w, can be found as
following from Equation 8 and w,=(1/r)*E/B described
above.

®

According to Equation 9, the drift angular velocity w, is in
inverse proportion to the square of the distance r. Therefore,
the electrons rotate at a higher angular velocity as they are
located in an area closer to the cathode 2 in the acting space 3.

FIGS. 4A to 4D are views showing several states of the
electron cloud (left-hand side figures), and corresponding
electrical potential distributions (right-hand side figures), in
the order of a formation process of the electron cloud. More
specifically, FIG. 4A shows a state in vacuum, FIG. 4B shows
a state in which an electron cloud is formed in the vicinity of
the cathode 2 within the acting space 3, FIG. 4C shows a state
in which an electron cloud is formed to fill substantially a half
of'the acting space 3 on the center side, and FIG. 4D shows a
balanced state. The electrical potential distribution of FIG.
4 A is the state of being “in vacuum” shown by Equation 7 and
the electrical potential distribution of FIG. 4D is the “bal-
anced state” shown by Equation 3.

FIG. 5A is a graph showing the electrical potential distri-
butions in the acting space 3 in the case of being “in vacuum”
and in the case of “balanced state,” and FIG. 5B is a graph
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showing the drift angular velocity in the acting space 3 for the
same cases. The cases are based on the magnetic flux density
0of 0.379 T (Tesla).

As shown in the horizontal axis of FIGS. 5A and 5B, the
magnetron 101 of this embodiment is configured such that the
circumferential surface of the cathode 2 is at a position of 1.2
mm from the axial center and the inner circumferential end
face of the anode vanes 4 is at a position of 1.8 mm in radius.
The acting space 3 has a range from approximately 1.2 mm to
1.8 mm.

In these graphs, [1] corresponds to “in vacuum,” and [2]
corresponds to “balanced state.” Electrons rotate at a higher
drift angular velocity near the cathode 2 corresponding to the
electrical potential distribution of “in vacuum” as shown in
FIG. 5B. As the electrons in the acting space 3 increases to
shift to the electrical potential distribution of “balanced
state,” it is expected that the drift angular velocity will be
lower and will be constant without depending on the distance
r in the case of “balanced state.”

Note that, based on FIGS. 5A and 5B, by the time from start
of the electronic radiation and it reaches the balanced state, a
state of the electrical potential distribution where the electric
field intensity is constant (the electrical potential distribution
is linear) may also occur as shown in FIG. 4B. This point will
also be explained below.

[C] In the Case of Constant Electric Field Intensity

When the electric field intensity is constant, the electric
field can be found as following.

10

The drift angular velocity w,, at which the electron cloud
rotates in the acting space 3 can be expressed as following.

v, 1
T Blra-ro) v

_E L (1D
“P=g 7

According to Equation 11, it can be seen that the drift angular
velocity wy, is in inverse proportion to the distance r. There-
fore, the electrons rotate at a higher angular velocity as being
closer to the cathode 2 in the acting space 3.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are graphs of FIGS. 5A and 5B to which
the characteristic line [3] in the case of “constant electric field
intensity” shown by Equations 10 and 11 is added, respec-
tively. As described above, it can be understood that spurious
emission at a high frequency occur near or around the cathode
2 at the rising edge (i.e., during the rising period from “in
vacuum” to “constant electric field intensity”).

[D] Correction of Drift Angular Velocity by
Magnetic Field

The drift angular velocity is made to be constant by sloping
the magnetic flux density. More specifically, from the speed
of'the E*B drift “in vacuum,” the drift angular velocity can be
expressed as following.
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_ _ _ E _ Ve 1 (12)
VpErwp = = r= g = 5 7B
ln(—)
o

Similarly, from the speed of the E*B drift “in the case that
the electric field is uniform,” the drift angular velocity can be
expressed as following.

E v,
B N B T Bl -0

a3

Therefore, “in vacuum,” if the magnetic field B (suppose
that it is synonymous with the magnetic flux density) is made
in inverse proportion to the square of the distance r, the drift
angular velocity can be constant. That is, the magnetic flux
density B is corrected from Equation 12 to be the following
equation.

14

In the case of “uniform electric field,” if the magnetic field B
(suppose that it is synonymous with the magnetic flux den-
sity) is made in inverse proportion to the distance r, the drift
angular velocity can be constant. That is, the magnetic flux
density B is corrected from Equation 13 so that it will be the
following equation.

_ N V, 1
T if ra—re) ¥

1s)

FIGS. 7A and 7B are graphs showing characteristics after
the correction of the drift angular velocity. Particularly, FI1G.
7A shows a corrected characteristic corresponding to Equa-
tion 15 in the case of “uniform electric field,” and FIG. 7B
shows a corrected characteristic corresponding to Equation
14 inthe case of being “in vacuum.” In order to make the drift
angular velocity during the rising period constant, the distri-
bution of the magnetic flux density near the cathode 2 in
FIGS. 7A and 7B may be sloped.

According to the corrected characteristic line of FIGS. 7A
and 7B, the electron cloud on the circumferential surface side
of'the cathode 2 will synchronize with a low frequency in the
case of “balanced state” In this case, an electron cloud
(space-charge spoke) on the side of the anode vanes 4 in the
acting space 3 is considered to greatly participate in the oscil-
lation phenomenon. Therefore, it may be more desirable to
suppress generation of spurious emission at a low frequency.
In addition, in order to stabilize the oscillation in 7t mode, the
magnetic flux density on the side of the anode vanes 4 may be
made uniform in distribution.

As an example of the correction, a distribution having a
slope is given to the magnetic flux density from the circum-
ferential surface of the cathode 2 up to the intersecting point
of the characteristic lines [1] and [3] shown in FIGS. 7A and
7B, respectively. In FIG. 7A and 7B, a distribution having a
slope is given to the magnetic flux density up to approxi-
mately 1.5 mm, for example. In this case, a magnetic flux
density distribution in inverse proportion to the square of the
distance r is applied to a predetermined range that is from the
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circumferential surface of the cathode 2 to approximately
1.5-mm intermediate position (for example, a substantially
halfrange of the acting space) that is at the intersecting point,
and a magnetic flux density distribution in inverse proportion
to the distance r is applied to the remaining range from the
predetermined range to approximately the intersecting point.
The remaining outside range of the acting space 3 from
approximately the intersecting point will not be corrected,
and will be a uniform magnetic flux density in the balanced
state.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are graphs showing characteristics of the
acting space after the correction, where FIG. 8A shows the
magnetic flux density after the correction and FIG. 8B shows
each characteristic of the draft angular velocity after the cor-
rection. In FIG. 8A, the magnetic flux density is in inverse
proportion to the square of the distance r in a range from the
circumferential surface of the cathode 2 (approximately 1.2
mm from the axial center) to 1.35 mm, and is in inverse
proportion to the distance r in a range approximately from
1.35 mm to 1.5 mm. The magnetic flux density is constant
from a range approximately from 1.5 mm to the inner circum-
ferential end face of the anode vanes 4 (approximately 1.8
mm from the axial center).

According to FIG. 8B, a higher drift angular velocity plays
aleading role than the drift angular velocity of the fundamen-
tal wave (approximately 6.6E+09) in the vicinity of the cath-
ode 2 (i.e., approximately 1.2 mm to 1.35 mm) in an early
stage of emission (at the rising edge of the pulse) (see the
characteristic line [1]). During the subsequent pulse period,
the case of uniform electric field and the case of balanced state
(see the characteristic lines [3] and [2]) plays the leading role,
and at this time, because the acting space will not be at least
in the state of being in vacuum, it shifts to a low drift angular
velocity. The drift angular velocity in the case of uniform
electric field is stable approximately from 1.35 mm to 1.5
mm. On the other hand, this range from 1.35 mm to 1.5 mm
also includes somewhat low drift angular velocity in the case
of'balanced state, and somewhat high drift angular velocity in
the case of being in vacuum only at the rising edge. In the
range from 1.5 mm to the inner circumferential end face of the
anode vanes 4 (1.8 mm from the axial center), a low drift
angular velocity in the case of being in vacuum and in the case
of uniform electric field appears during the rising period.
During the subsequent pulse period, a constant drift angular
velocity equivalent to the drift angular velocity of the funda-
mental wave will continues for the case of balanced state. The
low drift angular velocity during the rising period for the case
of'being in vacuum and the case of uniform electric field does
not substantially related to the oscillation phenomenon
because it occurs near the cathode 2 as described above.

As aresult, the magnetron 101 is driven at a predetermined
repetition frequency. Each time a microwave pulse is gener-
ated, spurious emission on the high-frequency side are sup-
pressed accordingly during the rising period, and the spurious
emission on the high-frequency side are also suppressed
throughout the pulse period. Spurious emission due to a lower
drift angular velocity than the drift angular velocity corre-
sponding to the fundamental wave has a wavelength that is
longer than that of the fundamental wave. For this reason, the
spurious emission cannot pass through a waveguide for
microwave transmission, and thereby it is not necessary to
adopt a special member or material to intercept the spurious
emission effectively.

Hereinafter, more particular embodiments of the present
invention are explained.

First Embodiment

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron 10 according to a first embodiment of the present
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invention, FIG. 10 is a perspective view showing a structure
of'a pole piece of this embodiment, FIG. 11 is a longitudinal
cross-sectional view showing a spatial relationship between
the acting space and the pole piece, and FIG. 12 shows dis-
tributions of the magnetic flux density in the acting space
shown in FIGS. 10 and 11.

The magnetron 10 of this embodiment includes a cathode
12 of a cylindrical shape having a predetermined radius (for
example, approximately 3.2 mm) arranged coaxially at the
center of an axis of an anode cylinder (not illustrated) having
a cylindrical shape. Protective end hats 121 of a flange shape
are provided to the both ends of the cathode 12 in the axial
direction, respectively. A plurality of radiating anode vanes
14 are arranged so as to be spaced from each other on the inner
circumferential wall of the anode cylinder (not illustrated).
An annular acting space 13 is formed between the inner
circumferential end face of the anode vanes 14 and the outer
circumferential surface of the cathode 12. A gap between the
anode vanes 14 adjacent to each other functions as a resonant
cavity.

At the time of operation of the magnetron 10, a voltage is
applied so that the anode vanes 14 have a predetermined
electrical potential Va to form a predetermined electric field E
in the acting space 13 between the cathode 12 and the anode
vanes 14.

A pair of'the pole pieces 15 made of a magnetic material are
arranged on the both sides of the acting space 13 in the axial
direction so as to intervene the acting space 13 therebetween.
The opposing faces of the pole pieces 15 are flat planes
perpendicular to the axial direction and parallel to each other.
Magnets (not illustrated) are arranged on the outside of the
pole pieces 15 in the axial direction, respectively. The mag-
netic fluxes generated by the magnets (not illustrated) form a
magnetic field in the axial direction in the acting space 13
between the cathode 12 and the anode vanes 14 via both of the
pole pieces 15.

Each of the pole pieces 15 has a support hole 150 at the
center, which extends parallel to the axial direction, and the
opposing faces 151 are planes perpendicular to the axial
direction as described above. Cylindrical bodies 171 and 172
made of a magnetic material are attached to the opposing
faces 151 so as to locate around the axial center coaxially. The
cylindrical bodies 171 and 172 serve as a magnetic flux den-
sity changing member 17 and have a predetermined diameter.
The cylindrical bodies 171 and 172 form an inner ridge and an
outer ridge on the opposing faces 151. The cylindrical bodies
171 and 172 may be integrated with the pole piece 15 such
that they protrude as sleeves of the pole piece 15, or may be
provided separately from the pole piece 15. The material of
the cylindrical bodies 171 and 172 may be the same as that of
the pole piece 15, or may be different from the pole piece 15
in magnetic permeability.

In this embodiment, the inner cylindrical body 171 has a
radius corresponding to the radius of the cathode 12, and the
outer cylindrical body 172 has a radius corresponding to a
proper location in the cavity outside the inner circumferential
end face of the anode vanes 14. The cylindrical bodies 171
and 172 may be of similar shapes except for their radii, or may
have heights and thicknesses which are set independently.

The inner cylindrical body 171 forms a low magnetic resis-
tance area in the vicinity of the cathode 12, and constitutes a
magnetic path for collecting magnetic fluxes to this area. The
outer cylindrical body 172 corrects the magnetic flux density
distribution to lift up the distribution, which typically
decreases in a range from the acting space 13 to inside the
cavity due to the inner cylindrical body 171. The lift-up effect
makes the magnetic flux density approximately constant at



US 8,237,608 B2

13

least from the middle of the acting space 13 (for example, near
the mid-point of the acting space 13) toward the outside of an
outermost position of the acting space 13 (inner circumfer-
ential end face of the anode vanes 14). The magnetic field
correction by the cylindrical bodies 171 and 172 mainly
depends on parameters, such as a height, a thickness, a radius
(and interval), and a magnetic permeability. In this embodi-
ment, the cylindrical body 171 has a radius of 1.6 mm and a
height of 1.2 mm to 1.3 mm (a size with which the cylindrical
body 171 does not contact the cathode 12), and the cylindrical
body 172 has aradius of 4.0 mm and a heightof 1.2 mmto 1.3
mm (a size with which the cylindrical body 172 does not
contact the anode vanes 14). A thickness is approximately
several one tenth of millimeter for the both cylindrical bodies.

In FIG. 11, a dimension of the cathode 12 in the axial
direction is 1.6 mm (each end hat 121 is 0.3 mm). With
reference to the scale shown in FIG. 11, a radius of the
cathode 12 is 2.0 mm, and a radius of the inner circumferen-
tial end face of the anode vanes 14 is 2.9 mm. Therefore, the
acting space 13 extends in a range of R=2.0 mm to 2.9 mm
(here, R (mm) is a distance from the axial center of the
cathode 2). Note that the dimensions in the axial direction are
expressed in a distance in the axial direction with X (mm)
with respect to the center of the cathode 12 in the axial
direction.

FIG. 12 shows distributions of the magnetic flux density [ T:
Tesla] in a R-X coordinate system with the configuration of
FIG. 10. In this graph, [1] indicates a characteristic line of the
magnetic flux density distribution at X=0 mm, and [2] indi-
cates a characteristic line of the magnetic flux density distri-
bution at X=0.8 mm.

According to the characteristic line [1], it gradually
decreases with a loose curve (downwardly convex) from the
circumferential surface of the cathode 12 (R=2.0 mm), and
becomes approximately constant (stable) at approximately
R=2.5 mm to 2.9 mm. On the other hand, according to the
characteristic line [2], it decreases with a curve (downwardly
convex) of a relatively steep slope from the circumferential
surface of the cathode 12 (R=2.0 mm) to approximately
R=2.3 mm, then gradually decreases substantially linearly
approximately from R=2.3 mm to R=2.6 mm, and then
becomes approximately constant (stable) the outside the
range.

Preferably, the above configuration may be designed such
that the distribution of magnetic flux density is in inverse
proportion to the square of the distance r in a first range near
the cathode, is in inverse proportion to the distance r in a
second range outside the first range, and is constant in a third
range outside the second range, as shown in FIG. 8A. For the
range near the cathode, the distribution may also be in inverse
proportion to the square of the distance r or in inverse pro-
portion to the distance r. This design also suppresses the
spurious emission on the high-frequency side, as apparent
from the characteristic lines [1] and [2] and the characteristic
lines [2] and [3] of FIG. 8B.

In actual cases, it may be difficult to achieve the exact
distributions described above, which indicate somewhat ideal
distributions. However, the approximated distributions also
exert similar or the same effects.

Hereinafter, modified embodiments are explained refer-
ring to FIGS. 13 to 15.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 13 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron according to a second embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 13, a single cylindrical body 27 made of a
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magnetic material is provided near a position on the opposing
face 251 of the pole piece 25, corresponding to the radius of
the cathode 22, so as to be integral with or separately from the
opposing face 251. This cylindrical body 27 forms a low
magnetic resistance area in the vicinity of the cathode 22, and
constitutes a magnetic path for collecting magnetic fluxes to
this area. Therefore, a distribution of the magnetic flux den-
sity in which it decreases from the circumferential surface of
the cathode 22 toward the acting space can be realized. The
magnetism and shape of the cylindrical body 27 are appro-
priately adjusted to narrow the concentrated range of the
magnetic fluxes. By doing this adjustment, a variation in the
magnetic flux density due to the cylindrical body 27 will not
be appeared as much as possible in a range substantially from
the mid-point of the acting space 23 toward the outside.
Therefore, it may be possible to treat the magnetic flux den-
sity in a range from substantially the mid-point toward the
outside of the acting space 23 as approximately constant.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 14 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
magnetron according to a third embodiment of the present
invention. An annular cylindrical body 37 having a higher
magnetic permeability than the pole piece 35 is fitted into the
pole piece 35 so as to replace a part of the pole piece 35. By
having the radius of the cylindrical body 37 correspond to the
circumferential surface position of the cathode 32, the distri-
bution of the magnetic flux density is reduced from the cir-
cumferential surface of the cathode 32 toward the acting
space. The cylindrical body 37 is press-fitted into a support
hole 350 at the axial center of the pole piece 35 where the
support hole 350 is formed somewhat greater than that of the
previous embodiments and the center hole of the cylindrical
body 37 serves as the support hole 350 in this embodiment.
The cylindrical body 37 may be fixed to the pole piece by any
other fixing methods including use of adhesives. The pole
piece 35 may be eliminated to form a single solid cylindrical
body. In such case, the pole piece 35 may be divided into two
rings that are discontinuous in radius, and the cylindrical
body 37 may be fitted therebetween by press-fit or adhesion,
etc. The cylindrical body 37 does not have to have the same
thickness as that of the pole piece 35 and, thus, an annular
groove of a necessary depth may be formed on the opposing
face 251 of the pole piece 35 and the cylindrical body 37 may
then be fitted into the groove.

Fourth Embodiment

FIGS. 15A and 15B show a fourth embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 15A which shows a
longitudinal cross-sectional view of a magnetron of this
embodiment, a hole or gap is formed at the center of a magnet
46 arranged outside a pole piece 45 and an electromagnetic
coil 47 is installed in this gap. The electromagnetic coil 47 is
oriented such that magnetic fluxes being excited are parallel
to the axial direction. A necessary level of electric current
may be constantly supplied to the electromagnetic coil 47 to
give a high magnetic flux density near the circumferential
surface of the cathode 42.

As shown in FIG. 15B, an excitation module 471 of the
electromagnetic coil 47 receives a trigger pulse from the pulse
drive circuit 102 (see FIG. 1). The predetermined excitation
current may be supplied only at the rising edge thereof (i.e.,
only at the rising edge up to the case of being “in vacuum”
described in the previous embodiments, or only during the
rising period further including the case of “uniform electric
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field”). Thus, a high magnetic flux density arca may be
formed dynamically. By doing this, spurious emission on the
high-frequency side can be suppressed during the rising
period, and after that, it will be only in the case of “balanced
state,” thereby providing original uniform magnetic flux den-
sity throughout the acting space.

Fifth Embodiment

A predetermined area of the end hat on the outer circum-
ferential side may be made of a magnetic material to realize
concentration of magnetic fluxes in the vicinity of the cathode
surface and to obtain a high magnetic flux density distribu-
tion. In this case, various annular (ring) shapes other than the
cylindrical shape may also be adopted in place of the shapes
of the cylindrical bodies 171 and 172 as the magnetic flux
density correction (changing) members.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments of the
present invention have been described. However, one of ordi-
nary skill in the art appreciates that various modifications and
changes can be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention as set forth in the claims below. Accord-
ingly, the specification and figures are to be regarded in an
illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such modi-
fications are intended to be included within the scope of
present invention. The benefits, advantages, solutions to
problems, and any element(s) that may cause any benefit,
advantage, or solution to occur or become more pronounced
are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential
features or elements of any or all the claims. The invention is
defined solely by the appended claims, including any amend-
ments made during the pendency of this application and all
equivalents of those claims as issued.

Moreover in this document, relational terms such as first
and second, top and bottom, and the like may be used solely
to distinguish one entity or action from another entity or
action without necessarily requiring or implying any actual
such relationship or order between such entities or actions.
The terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “has,” “having,”
“includes,” “including,” “contains,” “containing” or any other
variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclu-
sion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus that
comprises, has, includes, contains a list of elements does not
include only those elements but may include other elements
not expressly listed or inherent to such process, method,
article, or apparatus. An element proceeded by “comprises . .
.a.)” “has .. .a” “includes . . . a,” “contains . . . a” does not,
without more constraints, preclude the existence of additional
identical elements in the process, method, article, or appara-
tus that comprises, has, includes, contains the element. The
terms “a” and “an” are defined as one or more unless explic-
itly stated otherwise herein. The terms “substantially,”
“essentially,” “approximately,” “approximately” or any other
version thereof, are defined as being close to as understood by
one of ordinary skill in the art, and in one non-limiting
embodiment the term is defined to be within 10%, in another
embodiment within 5%, in another embodiment within 1%
and in another embodiment within 0.5%. The term “coupled”
as used herein is defined as connected, although not neces-
sarily directly and not necessarily mechanically. A device or
structure that is “configured” in a certain way is configured in
at least that way, but may also be configured in ways that are
not listed.

What is claimed is:
1. A magnetron, comprising:
a cylindrical cathode having a center axis;
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an anode coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be
separated from the cathode via a predetermined space;
and

apair of pole pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in

the axial direction so as to oppose to each other and
having opposing faces perpendicular to the axial direc-
tion, each of the pole pieces having a first ridge of a ring
shape that is formed on the opposing face and is coaxial
with the cathode.

2. The magnetron according to claim 1, wherein a diameter
of the first ridge is approximately equal to a diameter of the
cathode.

3. The magnetron according to claim 2, wherein the anode
is provided with a plurality of anode vanes having a shape
protruding from the inner wall of the anode toward the cath-
ode.

4. The magnetron according to claim 3, wherein each of the
pole pieces further includes a second ridge of a ring shape
formed on the corresponding opposing face so as to coaxial
with the cathode and having a diameter larger than the diam-
eter of the first ridge.

5. The magnetron according to claim 4, wherein the diam-
eter of the second ridge is larger than an inner diameter
formed by inner ends of the anode vanes and smaller than the
diameter of the inner circumferential end face.

6. The magnetron according to claim 5, wherein the first
ridge and the second ridge are made of a magnetic material.

7. The magnetron according to claim 1, wherein a magnetic
flux density of the space in the radial direction, that is per-
pendicular to the axis, decreases substantially continuously
from the axis toward the outside up to a predetermined range.

8. The magnetron according to claim 7, wherein the mag-
netic flux density is distributed uniformly in a range outside
the predetermined range in the radial direction.

9. The magnetron according to claim 8, wherein the mag-
netic flux density of the space in the radial direction, that is
perpendicular to the axis, decreases substantially in inverse
proportion to the square of a distance from the axis up to a
predetermined inner range located inside the predetermined
range toward the outside from the axis, and decreases in
substantially inverse proportion to the distance from the axis
up to the predetermined range from the predetermined inner
range toward the outside from the axis.

10. A magnetron, comprising:

a cylindrical cathode having a center axis;

an anode coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be

separated from the cathode via a predetermined space;
and

apair of pole pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in

the axial direction so as to oppose to each other and
having opposing faces perpendicular to the axial direc-
tion, each of the pole pieces including a cylindrical body
having a magnetic permeability higher than a magnetic
permeability of the pole pieces, and formed in each of
the pole pieces coaxially with the cathode.

11. The magnetron according to claim 10, wherein a mag-
netic flux density of the space in the radial direction, that is
perpendicular to the axis, decreases substantially continu-
ously from the axis toward the outside up to a predetermined
range.

12. The magnetron according to claim 11, wherein the
magnetic flux density is distributed uniformly in a range
outside the predetermined range in the radial direction.

13. A magnetron, comprising:

a cylindrical cathode having a center axis;

an anode coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be

separated from the cathode via a predetermined space;
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apair of pole pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in
the axial direction so as to oppose to each other and
having opposing faces perpendicular to the axial direc-
tion; and

a magnetic flux density control module for decreasing a

magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direction,
that is perpendicular to the axis, substantially continu-
ously from the axis toward the outside up to a predeter-
mined range.

14. The magnetron according to claim 13, wherein the
magnetic flux density control module is a magnetic excitation
module arranged outside the both ends of the cathode in the
axial direction, for generating a magnetic field where mag-
netic fluxes are parallel to the axial direction.

15. The magnetron according to claim 14, wherein the
magnetic excitation module includes:

a magnet having a cylindrical space having an axis that is

substantially in agreement with the axis; and

an electromagnetic coil arranged in the cylindrical space.

16. The magnetron according to claim 15, wherein the
magnetic flux density of the space in the radial direction, that
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is perpendicular to the axis, decreases substantially continu-
ously from the axis toward the outside up to a predetermined
range.

17. The magnetron according to claim 16, wherein the
magnetic flux density is distributed uniformly in a range
outside the predetermined range in the radial direction.

18. A radar apparatus, comprising:

a magnetron, comprising:

a cylindrical cathode having a center axis;

an anode coaxially arranged with the cathode so as to be

separated from the cathode via a predetermined space;
and

apair of pole pieces provided to both ends of the cathode in

the axial direction so as to oppose to each other and
having opposing faces perpendicular to the axial direc-
tion, each of the pole pieces having a first ridge of a ring
shape that is formed on the opposing face and is coaxial
with the cathode; and

a reception module for receiving an electromagnetic wave

that is discharged from the magnetron and reflected on a
target object.



