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(57) ABSTRACT

An onboard radar apparatus includes a transmission wave
generating unit configured to generate a transmission wave, a
vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna configured to
vertically polarize and transmit the transmission wave, a hori-
zontally polarized wave transmitting antenna configured to
horizontally polarize and transmit the transmission wave, a
receiving antenna configured to receive a reflection wave, a
switch control unit configured to perform a switching
between the vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna
and the horizontally polarized wave transmitting antenna, and
a receiving unit configured to receive one of the reflection
waves based on receiving levels of the reflection waves,
which have been received by the receiving antenna before and
after the switching is performed by the switch control unit.
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FIG. 8
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FIG. 23
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FIG. 24
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ONBOARD RADAR DEVICE AND PROGRAM
OF CONTROLLING ONBOARD RADAR
DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

1. Field of the Present Invention

The present invention generally relates to an onboard radar
device and a program of controlling the onboard radar device.

Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Application No.
2009-252654, filed Nov. 4, 2009, the content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

2. Description of Related Art

A technique of launching an electromagnetic wave of a
milli-wave (mm) band to measure the distance from vehicles
or obstacles around a user’s vehicle, the relative speed, or the
like has been known as a onboard radar, which is disclosed in
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication,
No. 2006-275840, for example.

FIG. 22 is a schematic diagram illustrating a ground propa-
gation model to describe a propagation of an electromagnetic
wave performed by the onboard radar in accordance with the
conventional art. In FIG. 22, an electromagnetic wave
launched from a transmitting antenna 10 of the onboard radar
propagates ona route rl, is reflected from a reflection point 12
such as a front vehicle and an obstacle at a position of a
distance R1 from the transmitting antenna 10, propagates on
the route rl, and is input to a receiving antenna 11 disposed at
a position substantially closer to the transmitting antenna 10
or used in common with the transmitting antenna 10. The
onboard radar measures the distance to the reflection point 12
such as a front vehicle and an obstacle, and the relative speed
by a phase difference of the received electromagnetic wave.

In the above-described onboard radar, actually, there is also
a propagation route of reflecting from a reflection point 11
(ground surface) through a route r2 and following a route r3,
in addition to the case where the electromagnetic wave propa-
gates on the route rl, as shown in the terrestrial propagation
model shown in FIG. 22. For this reason, electromagnetic
waves propagating from a plurality of routes are synthesized
at the reflection point 12, the synthesized wave reflected from
the reflection point 12 propagates again on the route of propa-
gating on the routes r3 and r2 in addition to the route rl, and
the electromagnetic wave synthesized at least twice or more is
input to the receiving antenna 11. The synthesized electro-
magnetic wave is input to the receiving antenna 11. The
distance to the reflection point 11 is d1, the distance from the
reflection point 11 to the reflection point 12 is d2, and the
distance from the transmitting antenna 10 and the receiving
antenna 11 to the reflection point 12 is R1. The height of the
transmitting antenna 10 and the receiving antenna 11 is hl,
the height of the reflection point 12 is h2, and generally, h1 is
equal to h2. The incident angle of r2 and r3 with respect to the
ground surface is 02.

Hereinafter, attenuation characteristics of the electromag-
netic wave between the antenna and the reflection point will
be described using the terrestrial propagation model shown in
FIG. 22. FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating an example of
calculation of free-space propagation attenuation and propa-
gation attenuation including an indirect wave. Generally, an
electromagnetic wave is exponentially attenuated according
to the distance between transmission and reception R1. For
example, an electromagnetic wave (direct wave) propagating
on the route rl is exponentially attenuated as R=R1 in the
formula represented by the numerical expression (1), and has
attenuation characteristics shown by the broken line in FIG.
23.
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In the case of including an electromagnetic wave (indirect
wave) propagating on the routes r2 and r3, an element of r4
(r2+r3=rd) is included in the formula represented by the
numerical expression (2). As a result, the attenuation charac-
teristics fluctuate up and down, “canceling” parts and
“strengthening” parts like faulting ridge portions and valley
portions appear along a trace (broken line) represented by the
numerical expression (1), and become the attenuation char-
acteristics shown by the solid line in FIG. 23.
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where
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The direct wave that is the electromagnetic wave transmit-
ted through the route rl and the indirect wave that is the
electromagnetic wave transmitted through the route r2 and
the route r3 have different propagating distances, and cause a
phase difference and an amplitude difference at a destination
that is the receiving antenna 11 of the onboard radar. A phe-
nomenon of deteriorating the reception signal by the synthe-
sis of the direct wave and the reflection wave in which the
phase difference and the amplitude difference occur is called
road surface multi-path fading.

In the milli-wave band onboard radar, road surface multi-
path fading is one of the important factors causing measure-
ment disturbance. When considering road surface multi-path
fading in the onboard radar, the terrestrial propagation model
shown in FIG. 22 is used. Hereinafter, in the onboard radar,
the influence of road surface multi-path fading will be con-
sidered with reference to the power attenuation characteris-
tics observed (with respect to the propagation route r1) by the
radar or the receiving antenna 11.

In road surface multi-path fading of the milli-wave band
onboard radar, there are several restrictive conditions differ-
ent from those of the general communication. That is:

a) the transmission and receiving antennas are installed at
relatively very low positions in height with respect to the
distance between transmission and reception,

b) in the detection range (several tens of m to one hundred
and several tens of m), the incident angle 62 (see FIG. 22)
with respect to the ground surface is substantially 80° or
more.

The restrictive conditions are large factors affected by road
surface multi-path fading.

FIG. 24 is a concept diagram illustrating the relation of
power attenuation with respect to the heights of the antenna
and the reflection point and the distance between transmis-
sion and reception in the terrestrial propagation model. In this
simulation for calculation, the road surface is a road surface
formed of concrete or the like, and the reflection wall is a
completely flat conductor.

As shown in FIG. 24, when the height h1 of the antenna and
the height h2 of the reflection point are hA, the attenuation
characteristics are as shown by the broken line. When the
height h1 of the antenna and the height h2 of the reflection
point are hB used for the onboard radar, the attenuation char-
acteristics are as shown by the solid line. That is, when the
heights h1 and h2 of the antenna and the reflection point are
very low hB used for the onboard radar with respect to the

Fp=Fo+rs
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distance between transmission and reception, the difference
in propagation distance between both routes of the direct
wave and the indirect wave is small as compared with the case
of hA. Accordingly, very wide “strengthening” parts and
“canceling” parts occur as described above. As the distance
between transmission and reception R1 gets larger (farther),
the power attenuation of the “canceling” parts gets larger and
the span tends to be wider.

More specifically, at parts surrounded by ovals, the power
attenuation is less than the minimum detection precision
shown by the chain double dashed line, and it is impossible to
detect the reception electric wave. Particularly, at a position
where the distance between transmission and reception is
about RA, the width is a wide span and thus the detection is
impossible.

FIG. 25 is a schematic diagram illustrating relation of the
incident angle 82 and the reflection coefficient with respect to
the heights of the antenna and the reflection point and the
distance between transmission and reception in the terrestrial
propagation model. As illustrated in FIG. 25, the longer the
distance R1 becomes, the incident angle 62 becomes large
and the reflection coefficient of the ground becomes large and
the reflection becomes a total reflection approximately.

That is, when the heights h1 and h2 of the antenna and the
reflection point are hB used for the onboard radar, the incident
angle 02 and reflection coefficient rapidly get larger as the
distance between transmission and reception gets larger as
compared with the case of hA. Accordingly, when the dis-
tance between transmission and reception R1 is larger than
RB, the incident electric wave is reflected substantially with-
outloss. For this reason, at the “canceling” parts (valley parts)
shown in F1G. 24, it can be seen that the reception power tends
to be substantially 0 (mW). That is, the onboard radar in
which the heights h1 and h2 of the antenna and the reflection
point are relatively low are greatly affected by road surface
multi-path fading.

As described above, in the onboard radar, parts in which the
chance of causing measurement disturbance is high are the
“canceling” positions corresponding to the valley portions of
the power attenuation characteristics. When the reception
power value is less than the minimum detection precision of
the onboard radar, the reflection wave signal cannot be
detected. Thus, there is a problem that the object (vehicles,
obstacles, etc.) at the corresponding distance cannot be
detected. In addition, under the conditions for using the
onboard radar, in the distance between transmission and
reception of several tens of m to one hundred and several tens
of' m requiring the detection, the amplitude span is wide, and
the amount of decrease in level is large. Accordingly, this
influence is a very important problem in the onboard radar.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides an onboard radar apparatus
and a program capable of suppressing the influence caused by
road surface multi-path fading to drastically reduce the mea-
surement disturbance caused thereby.

An onboard radar apparatus may include a transmission
wave generating unit configured to generate a transmission
wave, a vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna con-
figured to vertically polarize and transmit the transmission
wave, a horizontally polarized wave transmitting antenna
configured to horizontally polarize and transmit the transmis-
sion wave, a receiving antenna configured to receive a reflec-
tion wave reflected from an object, a switch control unit
configured to perform a switching between the vertically
polarized wave transmitting antenna and the horizontally
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polarized wave transmitting antenna, the switch control unit
controlling a supply of the transmission wave, which has been
generated by the transmission wave generating unit, to the
switched one of the vertically polarized wave transmitting
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmitting
antenna, so as to alternately transmit the transmission wave
that is vertically polarized and the transmission wave that is
horizontally polarized, and a receiving unit configured to
receive one of the reflection wave corresponding to the trans-
mission wave that is vertically polarized and the reflection
wave corresponding to the transmission wave that is horizon-
tally polarized as a reception signal, based on receiving levels
of the reflection waves, which have been received by the
receiving antenna before and after the switching is performed
by the switch control unit.

The onboard radar apparatus may include a storage unit
configured to store the reception signal, which has been
received by the receiving unit, every time the switching
between the vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna
and the horizontally polarized wave transmitting antenna is
performed. The receiving unit may compare the reception
signal stored in the storage unit with the reception signal,
which has been received by the receiving antenna after the
switching between the vertically polarized wave transmitting
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmitting
antenna is performed by the switch control unit, so as to
receive the reception signal with a high receiving level.

When it is not detected that the reflection wave is received
by the receiving antenna, the switch control unit may perform
the switching between the vertically polarized wave transmit-
ting antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmitting
antenna. The receiving unit may receive the reflection wave,
which has been received by the receiving antenna after the
switching performed by the switch control unit, as the recep-
tion signal.

The receiving antenna may receive both a vertically polar-
ized reflection wave reflected from the object and a horizon-
tally polarized reflection wave reflected from the object.

The receiving antenna may be an obliquely polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives an obliquely polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.

The receiving antenna may be a circularly polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives a circularly polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.

The receiving antenna may include a vertically polarized
wave receiving antenna configured to receive a vertically
polarized reflection wave reflected from the object, and a
horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna configured to
receive a horizontally polarized reflection wave reflected
from the object. The switch control unit may perform the
switching between the vertically polarized wave receiving
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna by synchronizing with the switching between the
vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna and the hori-
zontally polarized wave transmitting antenna.

An onboard radar apparatus may include a transmission
wave generating unit configured to generate a transmission
wave, a distribution unit configured to distribute the transmis-
sion wave, which has been output from the transmission wave
generating unit, a vertically polarized wave transmitting
antenna configured to vertically polarize and transmit the
transmission wave, which has been output from the transmis-
sion wave generating unit, a horizontally polarized wave
transmitting antenna configured to horizontally polarize and
transmit the transmission wave, which has been output from
the transmission wave generating unit, a receiving antenna
configured to receive a reflection wave reflected from an
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object, and a receiving unit configured to receive the reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the receiving antenna
and corresponding to the transmission wave that is vertically
polarized, and the reflection wave, which has been received
by the receiving antenna and corresponding to the transmis-
sion wave that is horizontally polarized, as a reception signal.

The receiving antenna may receive both the vertically
polarized reflection wave reflected from the object and the
horizontally polarized reflection wave reflected from the
object.

The receiving antenna may be an obliquely polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives an obliquely polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.

The receiving antenna may be a circularly polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives a circularly polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.

The receiving antenna may include a vertically polarized
wave receiving antenna configured to receive a vertically
polarized reflection wave reflected from the object, and a
horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna configured to
receive a horizontally polarized reflection wave reflected
from the object. The receiving unit may include a synthesis
unit configured to synthesize the vertically polarized reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the vertically polarized
wave receiving antenna, and the horizontally polarized reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the horizontally polar-
ized wave receiving antenna.

An onboard radar apparatus may include a transmission
wave generating unit configured to generate a transmission
wave, a transmitting antenna configured to polarize and trans-
mit the transmission wave, a vertically polarized wave receiv-
ing antenna configured to receive a vertically polarized
reflection wave reflected from an object, a horizontally polar-
ized wave receiving antenna configured to receive a horizon-
tally polarized reflection wave reflected from the object, a
switch control unit configured to perform a switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and
the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna so as to
alternately receive the vertically polarized reflection wave
reflected from the object and the horizontally polarized
reflection wave reflected from the object, and a receiving unit
configured to receive one of the vertically polarized reflection
wave, which has been received by the vertically polarized
wave receiving antenna, and the horizontally polarized reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the horizontally polar-
ized wave receiving antenna, as a reception signal, before and
after the switching performed by the switch control unit,
based on a receiving level of one of the vertically polarized
reflection wave, which has been received by the vertically
polarized wave receiving antenna, and the horizontally polar-
ized reflection wave, which has been received by the horizon-
tally polarized wave receiving antenna.

The onboard radar apparatus may include a storage unit
configured to store the reception signal, which has been
received by the receiving unit, every time the switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and
the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna is per-
formed. The receiving unit may compare the reception signal
stored in the storage unit with the reception signal, which has
been received by one of the vertically polarized wave receiv-
ing antenna and the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna after the switching between the vertically polarized
wave receiving antenna and the horizontally polarized wave
receiving antenna is performed by the switch control unit, so
as to receive the reception signal with a high receiving level.

When it is not detected that the reflection wave is received
by at least one of the vertically polarized wave receiving
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antenna and the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna, the switch control unit may perform the switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and
the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna. The
receiving unit may receive one of the vertically polarized
reflection wave, which has been received by the vertically
polarized wave receiving antenna, and the horizontally polar-
ized reflection wave, which has been received by the horizon-
tally polarized wave receiving antenna, as the reception signal
after the switching is performed by the switch control unit.

The transmitting antenna may transmit both the transmis-
sion wave that is vertically polarized and the transmission
wave that is horizontally polarized.

The transmitting antenna may be an obliquely polarized
wave transmitting antenna that obliquely polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

The transmitting antenna may be a circularly polarized
wave transmitting antenna that circularly polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

An onboard radar apparatus may include a transmission
wave generating unit configured to generate a transmission
wave, a transmitting antenna configured to polarize and trans-
mits the transmission wave, a vertically polarized wave
receiving antenna configured to receive a vertically polarized
reflection wave reflected from an object, a horizontally polar-
ized wave receiving antenna configured to receive a horizon-
tally polarized reflection wave reflected from the object, and
a receiving unit configured to synthesize and receive the
vertically polarized reflection wave, which has been received
by the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna, and the
horizontally polarized reflection wave, which has been
received by the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna, as a reception signal.

The transmitting antenna may transmit both the transmis-
sion wave that is vertically polarized and the transmission
wave that is horizontally polarized.

The transmitting antenna may be an obliquely polarized
wave transmitting antenna that obliquely polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

The transmitting antenna may be a circularly polarized
wave transmitting antenna that circularly polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

A program may be executed by a computer controlling
operations of an onboard radar apparatus, to perform func-
tions. The functions may include a transmission wave gener-
ating function of generating a transmission wave, a vertically
polarized wave transmission function of vertically polarizing
and transmitting the transmission wave from a vertically
polarized wave transmitting antenna, a horizontally polarized
wave transmission function of horizontally polarizing and
transmitting the transmission wave from a horizontally polar-
ized wave transmitting antenna, a first reception function of
receiving a reflection wave reflected from an object, a switch
control function of switching between the vertically polarized
wave transmitting antenna and the horizontally polarized
wave transmitting antenna and controlling a supply of the
transmission wave, which has been generated by the trans-
mission wave generating function, to the switched one of the
transmission wave that is vertically polarized and the trans-
mission wave that is horizontally polarized, and a second
reception function of receiving one of the reflection wave
corresponding to the transmission wave that is vertically
polarized and the reflection wave corresponding to the trans-
mission wave that is horizontally polarized as a reception
signal, based on receiving levels of the reflection waves,
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which have been received by the receiving antenna before and
after the switching is performed by the switch control func-
tion.

A program may be executed by a computer controlling
operations of an onboard radar apparatus, to perform func-
tions. The functions may include a transmission wave gener-
ating function of generating a transmission wave, a distribu-
tion function of distributing the transmission wave, a
vertically polarized wave transmission function of vertically
polarizing and transmitting the transmission wave, which has
been distributed by the distribution function, from a vertically
polarized wave transmitting antenna, a horizontally polarized
wave transmission function of horizontally polarizing and
transmitting the transmission wave, which has been distrib-
uted by the distribution function, from a horizontally polar-
ized wave transmitting antenna, a first reception function of
receiving a reflection wave, which has been reflected from an
object, by a receiving antenna, and a second reception func-
tion of receiving the reflection wave, which has been received
by the first reception function and corresponding to the ver-
tically polarized transmission wave, and the reflection wave,
which has been received by the first reception function and
corresponding to the horizontally polarized transmission
wave, as reception signals.

A program may be executed by a computer controlling
operations of an onboard radar apparatus, to perform func-
tions. The functions may include a transmission wave gener-
ating function of generating a transmission wave, a polarized
wave transmission function of polarizing and transmitting the
transmission wave from a transmitting antenna, a vertically
polarized wave reception function of receiving a vertically
polarized reflection wave, which has been reflected from an
object, by a vertically polarized wave receiving antenna, a
horizontally polarized wave reception function of receiving a
horizontally polarized reflection wave, which has been
reflected from the object, by a horizontally polarized wave
receiving antenna, a switch control function of switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and
the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna, so as to
alternately receive the reflection waves, which have been
reflected from the object, and a reception function of receiv-
ing one of the reflection waves as a reception signal, based on
receiving levels of the reflection waves, which have been
received by one of the vertically polarized wave receiving
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna before and after the switching is performed by the
switch control function.

A program may be executed by a computer controlling
operations of an onboard radar apparatus, to perform func-
tions. The functions may include a transmission wave gener-
ating function of generating a transmission wave, a polarized
wave transmission function of polarizing and transmitting the
transmission wave from a transmitting antenna, a vertically
polarized wave reception function of receiving a vertically
polarized reflection wave, which has been reflected from an
object, by a vertically polarized wave receiving antenna, a
horizontally polarized wave reception function of receiving a
horizontally polarized reflection wave, which has been
reflected from the object, by a horizontally polarized wave
receiving antenna, and a reception function of synthesizing
and receiving the reflection wave, which has been received by
the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and corre-
sponding to the polarized transmission wave, and the reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the horizontally polar-
ized wave receiving antenna and corresponding to the
polarized transmission wave, as a reception signal.
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In accordance with the present invention, it is possible to
suppress the influence caused by road surface multi-path
fading, and to drastically reduce the measurement distur-
bance caused thereby.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above features and advantages of the present invention
will be more apparent from the following description of cer-
tain preferred embodiments taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram illustrating reflection char-
acteristics and transmittance characteristics of an electromag-
netic wave on a face of a dielectric.

FIG. 1B is a schematic diagram illustrating reflection char-
acteristics and transmittance characteristics of an electromag-
netic wave on a face of a dielectric.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating reflection char-
acteristics of a vertically polarized wave (TM) and a horizon-
tally polarized wave (TE), as a variation in the reflection
coefficient with respect to the incident angle.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating, as a list, variation in reflec-
tance and reflection phase (phase of reflection wave) of a
vertically polarized wave (TM) and a horizontally polarized
wave (TE) with respect to the incident angle.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a reflection coef-
ficient of a road surface under a circumstance of a milli-wave
band onboard radar.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating complement of
road surface multi-path fading caused by difference of reflec-
tion characteristics of an electric field direction (polarized
wave).

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
onboard radar using a polarized-wave selection method in
accordance with a first preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of an onboard
radar (polarized-wave selection method (2 polarized wavesx
single polarized wave)) in accordance with the first preferred
embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
another onboard radar using a polarized-wave selection
method in accordance with the first preferred embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of another
onboard radar (polarized-wave selection method (2 polarized
wavesx2 polarized waves)) in accordance with the first pre-
ferred embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating power attenu-
ation characteristics of the onboard radar in accordance with
the first preferred embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
onboard radar using a polarized-wave selection method in
accordance with a second preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the
onboard radar (polarized-wave synthesis method (2 polarized
wavesxsingle polarized wave)) in accordance with the second
preferred embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
another onboard radar using a polarized-wave selection
method in accordance with the second preferred embodi-
ment.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of another
onboard radar (polarized-wave synthesis method (2 polarized
wavesx2 polarized waves)) in accordance with the second
preferred embodiment.
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FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram illustrating power attenu-
ation characteristics of the onboard radar in accordance with
the second preferred embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
onboard radar using a polarized-wave selection method in
accordance with a third preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the
onboard radar (polarized-wave selection method (single
polarized wavex2 polarized waves)) in accordance with the
third preferred embodiment.

FIG. 18 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
onboard radar using a polarized-wave synthesis method in
accordance with a fourth preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the
onboard radar (polarized-wave synthesis method (single
polarized wavex2 polarized waves)) in accordance with the
fourth preferred embodiment.

FIG. 20 is a block diagram illustrating another configura-
tion of the onboard radar in accordance with the fourth pre-
ferred embodiment.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram illustrating still another con-
figuration of the onboard radar in accordance with the fourth
preferred embodiment.

FIG. 22 is a schematic diagram illustrating a ground propa-
gation model to describe a propagation of an electromagnetic
wave performed by the onboard radar in accordance with the
conventional art.

FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating an example of calculation
of free-space propagation attenuation and propagation
attenuation including an indirect wave.

FIG. 24 is a schematic diagram illustrating relation of
power attenuation with respect to heights of an antenna and a
reflection point and the distance between transmission and
reception in a ground propagation model.

FIG. 25 is a schematic diagram illustrating relation of the
incident angle 02 and a reflection coefficient with respect to
heights of an antenna and a reflection point and the distance
between transmission and reception in a ground propagation
model.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will be now described herein with
reference to illustrative embodiments. Those skilled in the art
will recognize that many alternative embodiments can be
accomplished using the teaching of the present invention and
that the present invention is not limited to the embodiments
illustrated for explanatory purpose.

A. Principle of Invention

A principle of the present invention will be described.

Under conditions when an onboard radar will be used,
almost all road surface materials are formed of dielectrics
such as asphalt and concrete. Reflection of an electromag-
netic wave occurring on the surface of the dielectric has
characteristics in which the reflection loss and the phase are
different in accordance with the incident angle 62 and an
electric field direction (TM=Transverse Magnetic: Vertically
Polarized Wave, TE=Transverse Electric: Horizontally Polar-
ized Wave). In the present invention, such different charac-
teristics are used.

FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B are schematic diagrams illustrating
reflection characteristics and refraction characteristics of an
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10
electromagnetic wave occurring on a surface of a dielectric.
In FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B, the x-axis denotes the boundary of a
medium A and a medium B. The medium A corresponds to the
air, and the medium B corresponds to the dielectric as the road
surface.

The vertically polarized wave (TM) is an electromagnetic
wave, an electric field direction of which is vertical with
respect to the road surface. In this case, as shown in FIG. 1A,
an electromagnetic wave input to the medium B at the inci-
dent angle 02 is reflected at the same reflection angle 02 as the
incident angle 62 and is transmitted through the medium B at
atransmission angle 0t. The horizontally polarized wave (TE)
is an electromagnetic wave, an electric field direction of
which is horizontal with respect to the road surface. In this
case, as shown in FIG. 1B, an electromagnetic wave input to
the medium B at the incident angle 62 is reflected at the same
reflection angle 62 as the incident angle 62 and is transmitted
through the medium B at a transmittance angle 0t.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the reflection
characteristics of the vertically polarized wave (TM) and the
horizontally polarized wave (TE) as variations in the reflec-
tion coefficient with respect to the incident angle. The vertical
axis denotes a reflection coefficient I, and the horizontal axis
denotes the incident angle 02. In the case of the vertical
polarized wave (TM), as the incident angle 02 increases, the
reflection coefficient I positively increases. In the case of the
horizontal polarized wave (TE), as the incident angle 62
increases, the reflection coefficient I' negatively increases.
The phase inversion occurs in the reflection wave at the
boundary of reflection coefficient I'=0. In FIG. 2, the area
where the incident angle 62 surrounded by the oval of the
broken line is 80° to 90° is the area used for the onboard radar.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating, as a list, variation in reflec-
tance and reflection phase (phase of reflection wave) of a
vertically polarized wave (TM) and a horizontally polarized
wave (TE) with respect to the incident angle. When the inci-
dent angle 02 is 0°, the reflectances of the vertically polarized
wave (TM) and the horizontal polarized wave (TE) are the
same, and the phase inversion occurs in the reflection phases
of the vertically polarized wave (TM) and the horizontally
polarized wave (TE) by .

When the incident angle 02 is larger than 0° and smaller
than 0624 (smaller than =70°, strictly, the incident angle when
the reflection coefficient is 0), the reflectance of the vertically
polarized wave (TM) goes toward 0, and the reflectance of the
horizontally polarized wave (TE) goes toward —1. In this case,
the phase inversion occurs in both reflection phases by .

Similarly, when the incident angle 62 is 625 (smaller than
=70°, strictly, the incident angle when the reflection coeffi-
cient is 0), there is no reflection in the reflectance of the
vertically polarized wave (TM), and the reflectance of the
horizontally polarized wave (TE) goes toward —1. In this case,
since the reflection coefficient of the horizontally polarized
wave (TM) is O, there is no reflection wave. Also, the phase
inversion occurs also by m in the reflection phase of the
horizontally polarized wave (TE).

When the incident angle 62 is larger than 625 (smaller than
=70°, strictly, the incident angle when the reflection coeffi-
cient is 0) and smaller than 90°, the reflectance of the verti-
cally polarized wave (TM) goes toward 1, and the reflectance
of the horizontally polarized wave (TE) goes toward -1. In
this case, since the reflection phase of the vertically polarized
wave (TM) is over the boundary of the reflection coefficient
I'=0, the reflection phase becomes the same phase, and the
phase in the reflection phase of the horizontally polarized
wave (TE) is inverted by m.
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In the case of the incident angle 62=90°, the reflectances of
the vertically polarized wave (TM) and the horizontally polar-
ized wave (TE) can approximate a substantially total reflec-
tion, the reflection phase of the vertically polarized wave
(TM) becomes the same phase, and the phase in the reflection
phase of the horizontally polarized wave (TE) is inverted by
.

That is, when the incident angle 62 is up to 025 (smaller
than =70°, strictly, the incident angle when the reflection
coefficient is 0), each phase in both reflection waves of the
vertically polarized wave (TM) and the horizontally polarized
wave (TE) shifts by rt. From the vicinity over 62 (=70°), the
phase in the reflection wave of the horizontally polarized
wave (TE) shifts by wt, but the reflection wave of the vertically
polarized wave (TM) becomes the same phase. That is, the
phases of the reflection waves of the vertically polarized wave
(TM) and the horizontally polarized wave (TE) are different
in the area (area where the incident angle 62 is in the range of
80° to 90°) used for the onboard radar.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating the reflection
coefficient of the road surface under the circumstance of the
milli-wave band onboard radar. FIG. 4 shows the incident
angle 02 of the indirect wave with respect to the propagation
distance of the direct wave, and reflection coefficients of the
horizontally polarized wave (TE) and the vertically polarized
wave (TM). A detection range of the milli-wave band onboard
radar detecting the front vehicle and the rear vehicle is a range
of several tens of m to one hundred and several tens of m. The
general onboard radar or the antenna thereof is installed at a
front or rear end substantially at a height of several tens of cm.

When a road surface incident angle of the indirect wave in
the range of using the onboard radar is calculated by applying
this condition, the road surface incident angle falls substan-
tially within the range of the incident angle 62>80°. That is, as
shown in FIG. 4, a reflection coefficient in this condition may
be considered as a reflection coefficient at the incident angle
02=90°. Accordingly, the reflectance is substantially equiva-
lent to those of both polarized waves, and the reflection wave
in which the phase is different by « reaches a wave synthesis
point (the receiving antenna 11 shown in FIG. 22).

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a complement of
road surface multi-path fading caused by a difference of
reflection characteristics of an electric field direction (polar-
ized wave). In the ground propagation model, the power
attenuation characteristics of the direct wave with respect to
the propagation distance are calculated by applying the cir-
cumstances (road surface: concrete, height hl of onboard
radar (antenna), height h2 of reflection wall (object): several
tens of cm) of using the milli-wave band onboard radar, when
the vertically polarized wave (TM) and the horizontally polar-
ized wave (TE) are input and propagate.

FIG. 5 shows power attenuation (chain line) at the wave
synthesis point (the receiving antenna 11 shown in FIG. 22)
when the vertically polarized wave (TM) propagates, power
attenuation (solid line) at the wave synthesis point (the receiv-
ing antenna 11 shown in FIG. 22) when the horizontally
polarized wave (TE) propagates, and power attenuation (bro-
ken line) at the wave synthesis point (the receiving antenna 11
shown in FIG. 22) when the direct wave propagates.

The amplitudes of the indirect waves of the vertically
polarized wave (TM) and the horizontally polarized wave
(TE) are substantially equivalent as described above, and the
phase difference between the indirect waves of the vertically
polarized wave (TM) and the horizontally polarized wave
(TE) is m. Accordingly, the distance at which the maximum
value of both “strengthening” parts is observed coincides
with the distance at which the minimum value of both “can-
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celing” parts is observed, and the power difference between
the maximum value of both “strengthening” parts and the
free-space propagation attenuation is substantially regularly
amplified.

Using this relation, the power “weakening” parts (parts
where measurement disturbance occurs) are improved, and
the power “strengthening” parts are selected or synthesized
(superposed twice). As for the free-space propagation loss, as
shown by the dotted line at the lower part of FIG. 5, the
improvement (increase) of the gain AGain can be seen, the
influence caused by road surface multi-path fading is
reduced, and can be expected to improve reception sensitivity.

B. First Preferred Embodiment

Next, a first preferred embodiment of the present invention
will be described.

In the first preferred embodiment, as described above, the
polarized wave selection method of selecting the power
“strengthening” parts of the indirect waves of the vertically
polarized wave (TM) and the horizontal polarized wave (TE)
is employed. An onboard radar in accordance with the first
preferred embodiment is provided with two transmitting
antennas for polarized waves (vertically polarized wave and
horizontally polarized wave) on the transmission side, and is
provided with a receiving antenna capable of receiving both
polarized waves (vertically polarized wave and horizontally
polarized wave) on the receiving side. The onboard radar
alternately transmits transmission signals of two polarized
waves (vertically polarized wave or horizontally polarized
wave) on the transmission side, and employs a reception
signal of the polarized wave (vertically polarized wave or
horizontally polarized wave) with a high receiving level on
the receiving side. Hereinafter, this is referred to as a polar-
ized wave selection method (2 polarized wavesxsingle polar-
ized wave).

FIG. 6 is ablock diagram illustrating a configuration of the
onboard radar using the polarized wave selection method in
accordance with the first preferred embodiment. In FIG. 6, an
A/D 20 converts an analog transmission signal into a digital
transmission signal, and supplies the digital transmission sig-
nal to a transmitter 21. The transmitter 21 modulates the
digital transmission signal to generate a high frequency sig-
nal, and supplies the high frequency signal to an electrical
supply unit 22. The electrical supply unit 22 supplies the high
frequency signal to a switch circuit 23. The switch circuit 23
alternately switches a transmission-side vertically polarized
wave antenna 24 and a transmission-side horizontally polar-
ized wave antenna 25 in accordance with an instruction (con-
trol signal) from a comparator 36 to be described later to
launch the high frequency signal from any one of the trans-
mission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24 and the
transmission-side horizontally polarized wave antenna 25.

A transmitting antenna (Tx) is formed of the transmission-
side vertically polarized wave antenna 24 and the transmis-
sion-side horizontally polarized wave antenna 25. The trans-
mission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24 launches
the high frequency signal as a vertically polarized wave, and
the transmission-side horizontally polarized wave antenna 25
launches the high frequency signal as a horizontally polarized
wave.

A receiving array antenna (Rx) is formed of obliquely
polarized wave antennas or circularly (elliptically) polarized
wave antennas (hereinafter, referred to as obliquely or circu-
larly polarized wave antennas) 30-1 to 30-x. The reason for
using the plurality of antenna elements (array antenna) is to
detect orientation or the like of an object, and it is possible to
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obtain the object, operation, and eftect of the present inven-
tion even when only one antenna element is provided.

The reason for using the obliquely or circularly polarized
wave antennas 30-1 to 30-» is because both of the reflected
vertically polarized wave signal and horizontally polarized
wave signal can be received by the antenna elements. Accord-
ingly, any one of the transmission side and the receiving side
becomes an antenna device for a single polarized wave. For
this reason, it is possible to save space. It is possible to make
a simpler configuration than the configuration of having the
antennas for respective polarized waves. From the viewpoint
of power efficiency, the receiving power is decreased to 1/V2
orlower than the case of providing the antennas for respective
polarized waves.

Array receivers 31-1 to 31-z receive the reflection wave
(vertically polarized wave or horizontally polarized wave)
received by the obliquely or circularly polarized wave anten-
nas 30-1 to 30-z, and supply the reflection wave to an elec-
trical supply unit 32. In the first preferred embodiment, at a
certain time, the high frequency signal is launched from any
one of the transmission-side vertically polarized wave
antenna 24 and the transmission-side horizontally polarized
wave antenna 25 of the transmitting antenna (Tx). Accord-
ingly, the obliquely or circularly polarized wave antennas
30-1 to 30-z receive only one of the vertically polarized wave
or the horizontally polarized wave at a certain time.

The electrical supply unit 32 supplies the received reflec-
tion wave (vertically polarized wave or horizontally polarized
wave) to a receiver 33. The receiver 33 converts the received
reflection wave (vertically polarized wave or horizontally
polarized wave) into an intermediate frequency signal, and
supplies the intermediate frequency signal to an A/D 34. The
A/D 34 converts the intermediate frequency signal into a
digital signal. A memory 35 stores the received reflection
wave (vertically polarized wave or horizontally polarized
wave), that is, a reception signal. More specifically, the
memory 35 stores the reception signal (at least a receiving
level) of the reflection wave employed as the reception signal.
A comparator 36 compares the previously employed recep-
tion signal stored in the memory 35 with a reception signal of
the reflection wave received after switching the transmitting
antenna, instructs the A/D 34 to employ a reception signal of
the polarized wave (vertically polarized wave or horizontally
polarized wave) corresponding to the reflection wave with a
high receiving level, and instructs the switch circuit 23 to
switch the transmitting antenna.

Next, an operation of the first preferred embodiment (po-
larized wave selection method (2 polarized wavesxsingle
polarized wave) will be described.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
onboard radar (polarized wave selection method (2 polarized
wavesxsingle polarized wave)) in accordance with the first
preferred embodiment. First, any one of the transmission-side
vertically polarized wave antenna 24 and the transmission-
side horizontally polarized antenna 25 are selected and ini-
tialized (Step S10). For example, the transmission-side ver-
tically polarized wave antenna 24 is selected. A vertically
polarized high frequency signal is launched from the trans-
mission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24. Then, a
reflection wave of the polarized wave (in this case, the verti-
cally polarized wave) transmitted from the initialized trans-
mitting antenna is received by the obliquely or circularly
polarized wave antennas 30-1 to 30-r, the reception signal is
input (Step S11) and stored in the memory 35 (Step S12).

Then, it is determined by the comparator 36 whether or not
the reception signal can be detected, that is, the receiving
intensity is equal to or higher than the minimum detection
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precision (Step S13). When the reception signal can be
detected, the switch circuit 23 is controlled to switch the
transmitting antenna (Step S14). In this case, since the trans-
mission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24 is selected
by the initialization, the transmitting antenna is switched into
the transmission-side horizontally polarized wave antenna
25. A horizontally polarized high frequency signal is
launched from the switched transmission-side horizontally
polarized wave antenna 25.

Then, the reflection wave of the polarized wave (in this
case, the vertically polarized wave) transmitted from the
transmitting antenna is received by the obliquely or circularly
polarized wave antennas 30-1 to 30-7, and the reception sig-
nal is input (Step S15). Then, the previously employed recep-
tion signal is called as a determination value from the memory
35 (Step S16), it is determined by the comparator 36 whether
or not the reception signal of the previously employed polar-
ized wave (vertically polarized wave) is larger than the recep-
tion signal of the polarized wave (horizontally polarized
wave) of the reflection wave received immediately after the
switching (Step S17). When the reception signal of the pre-
viously employed polarized wave (vertically polarized wave)
is larger than the reception signal of the polarized wave (hori-
zontally polarized wave) immediately after the switching, the
reception signal of the previously employed polarized wave is
employed as a reflection wave reflected from the object (Step
S18).

Meanwhile, when the reception signal of the previously
employed polarized wave (vertically polarized wave) is not
larger than the reception signal of the polarized wave (hori-
zontally polarized wave) received immediately after the
switching, the reception signal of the polarized wave (hori-
zontally polarized wave) received immediately after the
switching is employed as a reflection wave reflected from the
object (Step S19).

In any case, thereafter, returning to Step S12, while the
reception signal can be detected, the transmission-side verti-
cally polarized wave antenna 24 and the transmission-side
horizontally polarized wave antenna 25 are alternately
switched, and the operation of selectively employing the
reception signal with a high receiving level is repeated.

When the reception signal cannot be detected (Step S13:
No), the transmitting antenna is switched by the switch circuit
23 (Step 20), the reflection wave of the polarized wave trans-
mitted from the transmitting antenna is received by the
obliquely or circularly polarized wave antennas 30-1 to 30-z,
and the reception signal is input (Step S21). Then, the recep-
tion signal of the switched polarized wave is employed as a
reflection wave reflected from the object (Step S22).

For example, when the previous polarized wave is a verti-
cally polarized wave, that is, when the transmitting antenna
can be switched into the transmission-side vertically polar-
ized wave antenna 24 and the reception signal cannot be
detected, the transmitting antenna is switched into the trans-
mission-side horizontally polarized wave antenna 25 and the
reception signal of the horizontally polarized wave is
employed. Meanwhile, when the previous polarized wave is a
horizontally polarized wave, that is, when the transmitting
antenna can be switched into the transmission-side horizon-
tally polarized wave antenna 25 and the reception signal
cannot be detected, the transmitting antenna is switched into
the transmission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24
and the reception signal of the vertically polarized wave is
employed.

Then, returning to Step S12, when the reception signal can
be detected, the operations of Steps S12 to S19 are repeated.
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When the reception signal cannot be detected, the operations
of Steps S20 to S22 are repeated.

Next, another onboard radar in accordance with the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention will be
described.

Another onboard radar in accordance with the first pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention is provided with
two polarized wave (vertically polarized wave and horizon-
tally polarized wave) transmitting antennas on the transmis-
sion side, and is provided with two polarized wave (vertically
polarized wave and horizontally polarized wave) receiving
antennas on the receiving side. At a certain time, any one of
two polarized waves (vertically polarized wave or horizon-
tally polarized wave) are transmitted on the transmission side,
and a reflection wave (vertically polarized wave or horizon-
tally polarized wave) corresponding to the transmitted polar-
ized wave is received on the receiving side. In this case, since
respective polarized wave receiving antennas are provided,
there is no decrease of receiving power caused by the receiv-
ing antenna. Hereinafter, this is referred to as a polarized
wave selection method (2 polarized wavesx2 polarized
waves).

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
another onboard radar using the polarized wave selection
method in accordance with the first preferred embodiment.
The same reference numerals and signs are given to parts
corresponding to FIG. 6, and the description thereof is not
repeated. In FIG. 8, a receiving array antenna (Rx) is formed
of receiving side vertically polarized wave array antennas
40-1 to 40-», and receiving side horizontally polarized wave
array antennas 41-1 to 41-n. The reason for using the plurality
of antenna elements (array antenna) is to detect the orienta-
tion or the like of an object, and it is possible to obtain the
object, operation, and effect of the present invention even
when only one antenna element for each polarized wave is
provided.

The receiving side vertically polarized wave array anten-
nas 40-1 to 40-» receive a reflected vertically polarized wave
signal, and the receiving side horizontally polarized wave
array antennas 41-1 to 41-» receive a reflected horizontally
polarized wave signal. The switch circuit 45 selectively
switches whether to use any array antenna in accordance with
an instruction from the comparator 36 by synchronizing with
the time of switching the transmission-side vertically polar-
ized wave antenna 24 or the transmission-side horizontally
polarized wave antenna 25 by the transmission switch circuit
23. More specifically, when the transmission-side vertically
polarized wave antenna 24 is selected, the receiving side
vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-n are
selected. When the transmission-side horizontally polarized
wave antenna 25 is selected, the receiving side horizontally
polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-» are selected.

Array receivers 42-1 to 42-r receive the reflection wave
(vertically polarized wave) received by the receiving side
vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-», and
supply the reflection wave to an electric supply unit 44-1.
Array receivers 43-1 to 43-n receive the reflection wave (hori-
zontally polarized wave) received by the receiving side hori-
zontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-r, and
supply the reflection wave to an electric supply unit 44-2.

The electric supply unit 44-1 supplies the received reflec-
tion wave (vertically polarized wave) to a switch circuit 45.
The electric supply unit 44-2 supplies the received reflection
wave (horizontally polarized wave) to the switch circuit 45.
The switch circuit 45 selectively switches the supply unit into
any one of the electric supply unit 44-1 and the electric supply
unit 44-2 in accordance with the instruction from the com-
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parator 36, and supplies the reflection wave (vertically polar-
ized wave) received by the receiving side vertically polarized
wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-r or the reflection wave
(horizontally polarized wave) received by the receiving side
horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1to 41-nto a
receiver 33.

Next, an operation of another onboard radar in accordance
with the first preferred embodiment will be described.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of another
onboard radar (polarized wave selection method (2 polarized
wavesx2 polarized waves) in accordance with the first pre-
ferred embodiment. First, on both transmission side and
receiving side, any one combination of the transmission-side
vertically polarized wave antenna 24 or the transmission-side
vertically polarized wave antenna 25 and receiving side ver-
tically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-z or the
receiving side horizontally polarized wave array antenna 41-1
to 41-n is selected and initialized (Step S30).

For example, the combination of the transmission-side ver-
tically polarized wave antenna 24 and the receiving side ver-
tically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-7, that is, the
vertically polarized wave is selected and initialized. A verti-
cally polarized high frequency signal is launched from the
transmission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24.

Then, the reflection wave of the polarized wave (in this
case, the vertically polarized wave) transmitted from the ini-
tialized transmitting antenna is received by the similarly ini-
tialized receiving side vertically polarized wave array anten-
nas 40-1 to 40-7, and the reception signal is input (Step S31)
and is stored in the memory 35 (Step S32).

Then, itis determined by the comparator 36 whether or not
the reception signal can be detected, that is, the receiving
intensity is equal to or higher than the minimum detection
precision (Step S33). When the reception signal can be
detected, the switch circuits 23 and 45 are controlled to switch
the transmission and receiving antennas (Step S34). In this
case, since the transmission-side vertically polarized wave
antenna 24 and the receiving side vertically polarized wave
array antennas 40-1 to 40-» are selected, the combination is
switched into the combination of the transmission-side hori-
zontally polarized antenna 25 and the receiving side horizon-
tally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-n. A horizon-
tally polarized high frequency signal is launched from the
switched transmission-side horizontally polarized wave
antenna 25.

Then, the reflection wave of the polarized wave (in this
case, the horizontally polarized wave) transmitted from the
transmitting antenna is received by the receiving side hori-
zontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-», and the
reception signal is input (Step S35). Then, the previously
employed reception signal, which is called a determination
value, is read from the memory 35 (Step S36), it is determined
by the comparator 36 whether or not the reception signal of
the previously employed polarized wave (vertically polarized
wave) is larger than the reception signal of the polarized wave
(horizontally polarized wave) of the reflection wave received
immediately after the switching (Step S37). When the recep-
tion signal of the previously employed polarized wave (ver-
tically polarized wave) is larger than the reception signal of
the polarized wave (horizontally polarized wave) immedi-
ately after the switching, the reception signal of the previ-
ously employed polarized wave is employed as a reflection
wave reflected from the object (Step S38).

Meanwhile, when the reception signal of the previously
employed polarized wave (vertically polarized wave) is not
larger than the reception signal of the polarized wave (hori-
zontally polarized wave) received immediately after the
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switching, the reception signal of the polarized wave (hori-
zontally polarized wave) received immediately after the
switching is employed as a reflection wave reflected from the
object (Step S39).

In any case, thereafter, returning to Step S32, while the
reception signal can be detected, the combination of the trans-
mission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24 and the
receiving side vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1
to 40-7 and the combination of the transmission-side horizon-
tally polarized wave antenna 25 and the receiving side hori-
zontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-z are alter-
nately switched, and the operation of selectively employing
the reception signal with a high receiving level is repeated.

When the reception signal cannot be detected (Step S33:
No), the combination of the transmission and receiving anten-
nas is switched (Step S40), the reflection wave of the polar-
ized wave transmitted from the switched transmitting antenna
is received by the corresponding receiving antenna, and the
reception signal is input (Step S41). Then, the reception sig-
nal of the switched polarized wave is employed as a reflection
wave reflected from the object (Step S42).

For example, when the previous polarized wave is a verti-
cally polarized wave, that is, when the combination can be
switched into the combination of the transmission-side verti-
cally polarized wave antenna 24 and the receiving side verti-
cally polarized wave array antennas 40-1 40-» and the recep-
tion signal cannot be detected, the combination is switched
into the combination of the transmission-side horizontally
polarized wave antenna 25 and the receiving side horizontally
polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-» and the reception
signal of the horizontally polarized wave is employed. Mean-
while, when the previous polarized wave is a horizontally
polarized wave, that is, when the combination can be
switched into the combination of the transmission-side hori-
zontally polarized wave antenna 25 and the receiving side
horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-z, and
the reception signal cannot be detected, the combination is
switched into the combination of the transmission-side verti-
cally polarized wave antenna 24 and the receiving side verti-
cally polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-», and the
reception signal of the vertically polarized wave is employed.

Then, returning to Step S32, when the reception signal can
be detected, the operations of Steps S32 to S39 are repeated.
When the reception signal cannot be detected, the operations
of Steps S40 to S42 are repeated.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating power attenu-
ation characteristics of the onboard radar in accordance with
the first preferred embodiment. The vertical axis denotes
power attenuation, and the horizontal axis denotes the dis-
tance between transmission and reception R1. The solid line
denotes the propagation attenuation characteristics at the time
of using a single polarized wave, that is, in the known tech-
nique. As described above, in the case of the single polarized
wave, the attenuation characteristics fluctuate up and down,
the “canceling” parts and the “strengthening” parts like form-
ing ridge portions and valley portions appear along the propa-
gation attenuation characteristics of the free space repre-
sented by the broken line.

As for this, in accordance with the first preferred embodi-
ment, in the configuration (polarized wave selection method
(2 polarized wavesxsingle polarized wave)) shown in FIG. 6,
the attenuation characteristics are as shown by the chain
double dashed line. Accordingly, the “canceling” parts (val-
ley portions) surrounded by the oval represented by the dotted
lines and having a drastically large attenuation in the single
polarized wave are improved, and the gain is improved as
compared with the propagation attenuation characteristics of
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the free space. In the configuration (polarized wave selection
method (2 polarized wavesx2 polarized waves)) shown in
FIG. 8, the attenuation characteristics are as shown by the
chain line. Accordingly, the “canceling” parts (valley por-
tions) having a drastically large attenuation in the single
polarized wave are improved, and the gain is improved as
compared with the propagation attenuation characteristics of
the free space. In addition, the gain is improved as compared
with the configuration (polarized wave selection method (2
polarized wavesxsingle polarized wave)) shown in FIG. 6.
Therefore, in accordance with the first preferred embodiment,
the influence caused by road surface multi-path fading is
drastically reduced or suppressed, and it is possible to
improve the reception sensitivity.

C. Second Preferred Embodiment

A second preferred embodiment of the present invention
will be described.

As is described above, the second preferred embodiment is
characterized in that the polarized wave synthesis method of
receiving the vertically polarized wave (TM) and the horizon-
tally polarized wave (TE) is employed. An onboard radar in
accordance with the second preferred embodiment is pro-
vided with two polarized waves (a vertically polarized wave
and a horizontally polarized wave) transmitting antennas on
the transmission side, and is provided with a receiving
antenna capable of receiving both polarized waves (vertically
polarized wave and horizontally polarized wave) on the
receiving side. The onboard radar simultaneously transmits
two polarized waves (vertically polarized wave or horizon-
tally polarized wave) on the transmission side, and receives
two polarized wave (vertically polarized wave and horizon-
tally polarized wave) on the receiving side. Hereinafter, this is
referred to as a polarized wave synthesis method (2 polarized
wavesxsingle polarized wave).

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
the onboard radar using the polarized wave synthesis method
in accordance with the second preferred embodiment of the
present invention. The same reference numerals and signs are
given to parts corresponding to FIG. 6, and the description
thereof is not repeated. In FIG. 11, a distribution unit 50
distributes a high frequency signal supplied from an electric
supply unit 22 into a transmission-side vertically polarized
wave antenna 24 and a transmission-side horizontally polar-
ized wave antenna 25, and simultaneously launches the dis-
tributed signals from both of the transmission-side vertically
polarized wave antenna 24 and the transmission-side horizon-
tally polarized wave antenna 25.

In the polarized wave synthesis method (2 polarized
wavesxsingle polarized wave), one of the transmission side
and the receiving side is provided as a single polarized wave
antenna in the same manner as the above-described polarized
wave selection method (2 polarized wavesxsingle polarized
wave), and thus it is possible to save space and simplify the
configuration. However, from the view point of power effi-
ciency, receiving power is decreased by 12 or lower as
compared with the case of providing respective polarized
wave antennas.

Next, an operation of the onboard radar in accordance with
the second preferred embodiment of the present invention
will be described.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
onboard radar (polarized wave synthesis method (2 polarized
wavesxsingle polarized wave)) in accordance with the second
preferred embodiment of the present invention. First, on the
transmission side, the high frequency signal is distributed by
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the distribution unit 50 (Step S50), the horizontally polarized
high frequency signal is launched from the transmission-side
horizontally polarized wave antenna 25 (Step S51), and the
vertically polarized high frequency signal is launched from
the transmission-side vertically polarized wave antenna 24
(Step S52). On the receiving side, the reception signal of the
reflection wave (vertically polarized wave and horizontally
polarized wave) received by the obliquely or circularly polar-
ized wave antennas 30-1 to 30-z is input (Step S53). The
obliquely or circularly polarized wave antennas 30-1 to 30-»
can receive both of the vertically polarized wave and the
horizontally polarized wave.

Next, an operation of another onboard radar in accordance
with the second preferred embodiment will be described.

Another onboard radar in accordance with the second pre-
ferred embodiment is provided with two polarized wave (a
vertically polarized wave and a horizontally polarized wave)
transmitting antennas on the transmission side, and is pro-
vided with two polarized wave (a vertically polarized wave
and a horizontally polarized wave) receiving antennas on the
receiving side. On the transmission side, both of two polar-
ized waves (a vertically polarized wave and a horizontally
polarized wave) are simultaneously transmitted, and both
(vertically polarized wave and horizontally polarized wave)
of the reflection waves corresponding to the transmitted
polarized waves are received and synthesized on the receiving
side. In this case, since the respective polarized wave receiv-
ing antennas are provided, there is no decrease of receiving
power caused by the receiving antenna. Hereinafter, this is
referred to as a polarized wave synthesis method 2 polarized
wavesx2 polarized waves).

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
another onboard radar using the polarized wave synthesis
method in accordance with the second preferred embodi-
ment. The same reference numerals and signs are given to
parts corresponding to FIG. 8 or FIG. 11, and the description
thereof is not repeated. The reason for using the plurality of
antenna elements (array antenna) is to detect orientation or
the like of an object, and it is possible to obtain the object,
operation, and effect of the present invention even when only
one antenna element for each polarized wave is provided. A
synthesis unit 60 synthesizes the reception signal (vertically
polarized wave) received by the receiving side vertically
polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-z and the reception
signal (vertically polarized wave) received by the receiving
side horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-»
through electric supply units 44-1 and 44-2.

Next, an operation of another onboard radar in accordance
with the second preferred embodiment will be described.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of another
onboard radar (polarized wave synthesis method (2 polarized
wavesx2 polarized waves)) in accordance with the second
preferred embodiment. First, on the transmission side, the
high frequency signal is distributed by the distribution unit 50
(Step S60), the horizontally polarized high frequency signal
is launched from the transmission-side horizontally polarized
wave antenna 25 (Step S61), and the vertically polarized high
frequency signal is launched from the transmission-side ver-
tically polarized wave antenna 24 (Step S62).

On the receiving side, the reception signal of the reflection
wave (horizontally polarized wave) received by the receiving
side horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-»
is input (Step S63), the reception signal of the reflection wave
(vertically polarized wave) received by the receiving side
vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-# is input
(Step S64), and the reception signals of both reflection waves
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(vertically polarized wave and horizontally polarized wave)
are synthesized by the synthesis unit 60 (Step S65).

FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram illustrating power attenu-
ation characteristics of the onboard radar in accordance with
the second preferred embodiment. The vertical axis denotes
power attenuation, and the horizontal axis denotes the dis-
tance between transmission and reception R1. The solid line
denotes propagation attenuation characteristics at the time of
using a single polarized wave, in other words, the known
technique. As described above, in the case of the single polar-
ized wave, the attenuation characteristics fluctuate up and
down, the “canceling” parts and the “strengthening” parts like
forming ridge portions and valley portions appear along the
propagation attenuation characteristics of the free space rep-
resented by the broken line.

As for this, in accordance with the second preferred
embodiment, in the configuration (polarized wave synthesis
method (2 polarized wavesxsingle polarized wave)) shown in
FIG. 11, there is %5 power loss due to the distribution, the
attenuation characteristics are as shown by the chain double
dashed line, the gain is slightly low as compared with the
propagation attenuation characteristics of the free space.
However, the “canceling” parts (valley portions) surrounded
by the oval represented by the dotted lines and having a
drastically large attenuation in the single polarized wave are
improved, and the gain is improved as compared with the
propagation attenuation characteristics of the single polarized
wave. In the configuration (polarized wave synthesis method
(2 polarized wavesx2 polarized waves)) shownin FIG. 13, the
attenuation characteristics are as shown by the chain line.
Accordingly, the gain is slightly lower or substantially equal
to that of the propagation attenuation characteristics of the
free space in the same manner as the polarized wave synthesis
method (2 polarized wavesxsingle polarized wave), and the
“canceling” parts (valley portions) having a drastically large
attenuation in the single polarized wave are improved. There-
fore, the gain is improved as compared with the propagation
attenuation characteristics of the single polarized wave, and it
is possible to stably obtain the receiving power with respect to
the distance as compared with the configuration ((2 polarized
wavesxsingle polarized wave)) shown in FIG. 6. As a result,
in accordance with the second preferred embodiment, it is
possible to suppress the influence caused by road surface
multi-path fading to drastically reduce the measurement dis-
turbance caused by the influence.

D. Third Preferred Embodiment

A third preferred embodiment of the present invention will
be described.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
the onboard radar using the polarized wave selection method
in accordance with the third preferred embodiment of the
present invention. The same reference numerals and signs are
given to parts corresponding to FIG. 6 or FIG. 8, and the
description thereof is not repeated. In the third preferred
embodiment, using the establishment of “invertibility” of the
antenna, the transmitting antenna is formed of an obliquely or
circularly polarized wave antenna 70, which is a single polar-
ized wave antenna, capable of transmitting both of the verti-
cally polarized transmission wave and the horizontally polar-
ized transmission wave, and the receiving antenna is formed
of vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-» and
horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-n,
which are plural polarized wave antennas (2 polarized
waves). That is, in the third preferred embodiment, the polar-
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ized wave selection method (single polarized wavex2 polar-
ized waves) is employed using the “invertibility” of the
antenna.

The transmission-side obliquely or circularly polarized
wave antenna 70 transmits only any one of an obliquely
polarized wave and a circularly polarized wave. The receiving
side vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-»
receive a reflected vertically polarized wave signal, and the
receiving side horizontally polarized wave array antennas
41-1 to 41-1z receive a reflected horizontally polarized wave
signal.

The switch circuit 45 alternately switches whether to use
any array antenna in accordance with an instruction from the
comparator 36 at a predetermined time. More specifically, the
comparator 36 compares the previously employed reception
signal stored in the memory 35 with the reception signal of the
reflection wave received after the switching the receiving
antenna, the comparator 36 instructs the A/D 34 and instructs
the switch circuit 45 to switch the receiving antenna, in order
to employ (take) the reception signal of the polarized wave
(vertically polarized wave or horizontally polarized wave)
corresponding to the reflection wave with a high receiving
level.

An operation of the third preferred embodiment will be
described.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
onboard radar (polarized wave selection method (single
polarized wavex2 polarized waves)) in accordance with the
third preferred embodiment. First, any one side of the array
antennas of the vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1
to 40-z and the horizontally polarized wave array antennas
41-1 to 41-n are selected and initialized (Step S70). For
example, the vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to
40-7 are selected. An obliquely polarized or circularly polar-
ized high frequency signal is launched from the transmission-
side obliquely or circularly polarized wave antenna 70. Then,
the reflection wave of the polarized signal transmitted from
the transmission-side obliquely or circularly polarized wave
antenna 70 is received by the initialized receiving antenna
(e.g., vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-»),
and the reception signal is input (Step S71) and stored in the
memory 35 (Step S72).

Then, it is determined by the comparator 36 whether or not
the reception signal can be detected, that is, the receiving
intensity is equal to or higher than the minimum detection
precision (Step S73). When the reception signal can be
detected, the switch circuit 45 is controlled to switch the
receiving antenna (Step S74). When the vertically polarized
wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-z are selected by the initial-
ization, they are switched into the horizontally polarized
wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-». When the horizontally
polarized wave array antennas 41-1to 41-» are selected by the
initialization, they are switched into the vertically polarized
wave array antenna 40-1 to 40-7.

Then, the reflection wave of the polarized wave signal
transmitted from the transmission-side obliquely or circularly
polarized wave antenna 70 is received by the switched receiv-
ing antenna (e.g., horizontally polarized wave array antennas
41-1 to 41-»), and the reception signal is input (Step S75).
Then, the previously employed reception signal is called as a
determination value from the memory 35 (Step S76), it is
determined by the comparator 36 whether or not the reception
signal of the previously employed polarized wave is larger
than the reception signal of the polarized wave of the reflec-
tion wave received immediately after the switching (Step
S77). When the reception signal of the previously employed
polarized wave is larger than the reception signal of the polar-

5

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

22

ized wave immediately after the switching, the reception
signal of the previously employed polarized wave is
employed as a reflection wave reflected from the object (Step
S78).

Meanwhile, when the reception signal of the previously
employed polarized wave is not larger than the reception
signal of the polarized wave received immediately after the
switching, the reception signal of the polarized wave received
immediately after the switching is employed as a reflection
wave reflected from the object (Step S79).

In any case, thereafter, returning to Step S72, while the
reception signal can be detected, the receiving side vertically
polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-z and the receiving
side horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to 41-»
are alternately switched, and the operation of selectively
employing the reception signal with a high receiving level is
repeated.

When the reception signal cannot be detected (Step S73:
No), the receiving antenna is switched by the switch circuit 45
(Step S80), the reflection wave of the polarized wave signal
transmitted from the transmission-side obliquely or circularly
polarized wave antenna 70 is received by any one switched
side of the receiving side vertically polarized wave array
antenna 40-1 to 40-z and the receiving side horizontally
polarized wave array antenna 41-1 to 41-», and the reception
signal is input (Step S81). Then, the reception signal of the
polarized wave received by the switched receiving antenna is
employed as a reflection wave reflected from the object (Step
S82).

For example, when the previous polarized wave is received
by the vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-»
and the reception signal cannot be detected, they are switched
into the receiving side horizontally polarized wave array
antennas 41-1 to 41-», and the reception signal received by
the receiving side horizontally polarized wave array antennas
41-1 to 41-n is employed. Meanwhile, when the previous
polarized wave is received by the horizontally polarized wave
array antennas 41-1 to 41-» and the reception signal cannot be
detected, they are switched into the receiving side vertically
polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-z, and the reception
signal received by the receiving side horizontally polarized
wave array antennas 40-1 to 40- is employed.

Then, returning to Step S72, when the reception signal can
be detected, the operations of Steps S72 to S79 are repeated.
When the reception signal cannot be detected, the operations
of Steps S80 to S82 are repeated.

As described above, in the third preferred embodiment, the
polarized wave selection method (single polarized wavex2
polarized waves) is employed, but it can be considered
equivalent to the performance of “selection method—2 polar-
ized wavesxsingle polarized wave (FIG. 6)” of the first pre-
ferred embodiment, from the viewpoint of the satisfaction of
the invertibility of the antenna.

E. Fourth Preferred Embodiment

Next, a fourth preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described.

FIG. 18 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
onboard radar using the polarized wave synthesis method in
accordance with the fourth preferred embodiment of the
present invention. The same reference numerals and signs are
given to parts corresponding to FIG. 8, FIG. 11, or FIG. 16,
and the description thereof is not repeated. In the fourth
preferred embodiment, using the satisfaction of “invertibil-
ity” of the antenna in the same manner as the third preferred
embodiment, the transmitting antenna is formed of an
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obliquely or circularly polarized wave antenna 70, which is a
single polarized wave antenna, capable of transmitting both
of'the vertically polarized transmission wave and the horizon-
tally polarized transmission wave, and the receiving antenna
is formed of vertically polarized wave array antennas 40-1 to
40-7 and horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to
41-n, which are plural polarized wave antennas (2 polarized
waves). The synthesis unit 60 synthesizes the reception signal
received by the receiving side vertically polarized wave array
antennas 40-1 to 40-» and the reception signal received by the
receiving side horizontally polarized wave array antennas
41-1 to 41-n, and then supplies the synthesized signal to the
electric supply unit 32 and the units after the electric supply
unit 32. That is, in the fourth preferred embodiment, the
polarized wave synthesis method (single polarized wavex2
polarized waves) is employed.

Next, an operation of the onboard radar in accordance with
the fourth preferred embodiment will be described.

FIG. 19 is flowchart illustrating the operation of the
onboard radar (polarized wave synthesis method (single
polarized wavex2 polarized waves) in accordance with the
fourth preferred embodiment. First, on the transmission side,
the obliquely or circularly polarized high frequency signal is
transmitted from the transmission-side obliquely or circularly
polarized wave antenna 70 (Step S90). On the receiving side,
the reception signal of the obliquely or circularly polarized
reflection wave received by the obliquely or circularly polar-
ized wave antennas 40-1 to 40-» is input (Step S91), and the
reception signal of the obliquely or circularly polarized
reflection wave received by the horizontally polarized wave
array antennas 41-1 to 41-»is input (Step S92). The synthesis
unit 60 synthesizes the reception signal of the vertically polar-
ized wave array antennas 40-1to 40-» and the reception signal
of the horizontally polarized wave array antennas 41-1 to
41-n (Step S93).

As described above, in the fourth preferred embodiment,
the polarized wave synthesis method (single polarized
wavex2 polarized waves) is used, but it can be considered
equivalent to the performance of “synthesis method—>2
polarized wavesxsingle polarized waves (FIG. 11)” of the
second preferred embodiment, from the viewpoint of satis-
faction of the invertibility of the antenna.

The embodiments of the present invention have been
described above, but the detailed configurations are not lim-
ited to the embodiments, and the present invention includes
variations in design within the scope thereof which do not
deviate from the concept of the present invention.

For example, in the first to fourth preferred embodiments,
the transmitting antenna is formed of the single antenna ele-
ment and the receiving antenna is formed of the plurality of
antenna elements (array antennas), but naturally the present
invention is not limited to this configuration.

In the first and second preferred embodiments, instead of
the combination of the single antenna element for each polar-
ized wave and the plurality of antenna elements for each
polarized wave described in the embodiments, even when the
combination of the transmitting antenna and the receiving
antenna is any combination of a single antenna element for
each polarized wave and a single antenna element for each
polarized wave, a plurality of antenna elements for each
polarized wave and a single antenna element for each polar-
ized wave, and a plurality of antenna elements for each polar-
ized wave and a plurality of antenna element for each polar-
ized wave, it is possible to obtain the object, operation, and
effect of the present invention.

In the third and fourth preferred embodiments, instead of
the combination of the single antenna element and the plural-
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ity of antenna elements for each polarized wave described in
the embodiment, even when the combination of the transmit-
ting antenna and the receiving antenna is any combination of
a single antenna element and a single antenna element for
each polarized wave, a plurality of antenna elements and a
single antenna element for each polarized wave, and a plural-
ity of antenna elements and a plurality of antenna element for
each polarized wave, it is possible to obtain the object, opera-
tion, and effect of the present invention.

For example, FIG. 20 is a block diagram illustrating a
configuration of an onboard radar in which the transmitting
antenna is formed of a plurality of antenna elements (array
antennas) and the receiving antenna is formed of a single
element of 2 polarized waves, in the polarized wave synthesis
method based on the single polarized wavex2 polarized
waves in accordance with the fourth preferred embodiment.
In FIG. 20, the onboard radar is provided with transmission-
side obliquely or circularly polarized wave array antennas
70-1 to 70- and array transmitters 71-1 to 71-» on the trans-
mission side, and is provided with a receiving side vertically
polarized wave antenna 40 and a receiving side horizontally
polarized wave antenna 41 on the receiving side, with respect
to the configuration shown in FIG. 18.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
onboard radar in which the transmitting antenna is formed of
a plurality of antenna elements (array antennas) and the
receiving antenna is formed of a plurality of antenna elements
(array antennas) for each polarized wave in the polarized
wave synthesis method based on the single polarized wavex2
polarized waves in accordance with the fourth preferred
embodiment. In FIG. 21, the onboard radar is provided with
receiving side obliquely or circularly polarized wave array
antennas 70-1 to 70-» and array transmitters 71-1 to 71-» on
the transmission side, with respect to the configuration shown
in FIG. 18. In the same manner as FIG. 18, vertically polar-
ized wave array antennas 40-1 to 40-» and horizontally polar-
ized wave antennas 41-1 to 41-», which are plural polarized
wave antennas (2 polarized waves) are provided on the receiv-
ing side.

Of course, even when the combination of the transmitting
antenna and the receiving antenna is the single antenna ele-
ment and the single antenna element for each polarized wave,
it is possible to obtain the object, operation, and effect of the
present invention.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described and illustrated above, it should be under-
stood that these are exemplary of the present invention and are
not to be considered as limiting. Additions, omissions, sub-
stitutions, and other modifications can be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the present invention.
Accordingly, the present invention is not to be considered as
being limited by the foregoing description, and is only limited
by the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An onboard radar apparatus comprising:

atransmission wave generating unit configured to generate
a transmission wave;

a vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna config-
ured to vertically polarize and transmit the transmission
wave,

a horizontally polarized wave transmitting antenna config-
ured to horizontally polarize and transmit the transmis-
sion wave;

a receiving antenna configured to receive a reflection wave
reflected from an object;

a switch control unit configured to perform a switching
between the vertically polarized wave transmitting
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antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmit-
ting antenna, the switch control unit controlling a supply
of the transmission wave, which has been generated by
the transmission wave generating unit, to the switched
one of the vertically polarized wave transmitting
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmit-
ting antenna, so as to alternately transmit the transmis-
sion wave that is vertically polarized and the transmis-
sion wave that is horizontally polarized;

a receiving unit configured to receive one of the reflection
wave corresponding to the transmission wave that is
vertically polarized and the reflection wave correspond-
ing to the transmission wave that is horizontally polar-
ized as a reception signal, based on receiving levels of
the reflection waves, which have been received by the
receiving antenna before and after the switching is per-
formed by the switch control unit; and

a storage unit configured to store the reception signal,
which has been received by the receiving unit, every
time the switching between the vertically polarized
wave transmitting antenna and the horizontally polar-
ized wave transmitting antenna is performed, and

wherein the receiving unit compares the reception signal
stored in the storage unit with the reception signal,
which has been received by the receiving antenna after
the switching between the vertically polarized wave
transmitting antenna and the horizontally polarized
wave transmitting antenna is performed by the switch
control unit, so as to receive the reception signal with a
high receiving level.

2. An onboard radar apparatus comprising:

atransmission wave generating unit configured to generate
a transmission wave;

a vertically polarized wave transmitting antenna config-
ured to vertically polarize and transmit the transmission
wave,

ahorizontally polarized wave transmitting antenna config-
ured to horizontally polarize and transmit the transmis-
sion wave;

areceiving antenna configured to receive a reflection wave
reflected from an object;

a switch control unit configured to perform a switching
between the vertically polarized wave transmitting
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmit-
ting antenna, the switch control unit controlling a supply
of the transmission wave, which has been generated by
the transmission wave generating unit, to the switched
one of the vertically polarized wave transmitting
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave transmit-
ting antenna, so as to alternately transmit the transmis-
sion wave that is vertically polarized and the transmis-
sion wave that is horizontally polarized; and

a receiving unit configured to receive one of the reflection
wave corresponding to the transmission wave that is
vertically polarized and the reflection wave correspond-
ing to the transmission wave that is horizontally polar-
ized as a reception signal, based on receiving levels of
the reflection waves, which have been received by the
receiving antenna before and after the switching is per-
formed by the switch control unit,

when it is not detected that the reflection wave is received
by the receiving antenna, the switch control unit per-
forms the switching between the vertically polarized
wave transmitting antenna and the horizontally polar-
ized wave transmitting antenna, and
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the receiving unit receives the reflection wave, which has
been received by the receiving antenna after the switch-
ing performed by the switch control unit, as the recep-
tion signal.
3. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the receiving antenna receives both a vertically
polarized reflection wave reflected from the object and a
horizontally polarized reflection wave reflected from the
object.
4. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the receiving antenna is an obliquely polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives an obliquely polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.
5. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the receiving antenna is a circularly polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives a circularly polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.
6. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein
the receiving antenna comprises:
avertically polarized wave receiving antenna configured
to receive a vertically polarized reflection wave
reflected from the object; and

a horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna config-
ured to receive a horizontally polarized reflection
wave reflected from the object, and

the switch control unit performs the switching between the
vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and the
horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna by syn-
chronizing with the switching between the vertically
polarized wave transmitting antenna and the horizon-
tally polarized wave transmitting antenna.

7. An onboard radar apparatus comprising:

atransmission wave generating unit configured to generate
a transmission wave;

a transmitting antenna configured to polarize and transmit
the transmission wave;

avertically polarized wave receiving antenna configured to
receive a vertically polarized reflection wave reflected
from an object;

a horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna config-
ured to receive a horizontally polarized reflection wave
reflected from the object;

a switch control unit configured to perform a switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna
and the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna
so as to alternately receive the vertically polarized
reflection wave reflected from the object and the hori-
zontally polarized reflection wave reflected from the
object;

a receiving unit configured to receive one of the vertically
polarized reflection wave, which has been received by
the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna, and the
horizontally polarized reflection wave, which has been
received by the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna, as a reception signal, before and after the
switching performed by the switch control unit, based on
areceiving level of one of the vertically polarized reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the vertically
polarized wave receiving antenna, and the horizontally
polarized reflection wave, which has been received by
the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna; and

a storage unit configured to store the reception signal,
which has been received by the receiving unit, every
time the switching between the vertically polarized
wave receiving antenna and the horizontally polarized
wave receiving antenna is performed, and
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wherein the receiving unit compares the reception signal
stored in the storage unit with the reception signal,
which has been received by one of the vertically polar-
ized wave receiving antenna and the horizontally polar-
ized wave receiving antenna after the switching between
the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and the
horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna is per-
formed by the switch control unit, so as to receive the
reception signal with a high receiving level.

8. An onboard radar apparatus comprising:

atransmission wave generating unit configured to generate
a transmission wave;

a transmitting antenna configured to polarize and transmit
the transmission wave;

avertically polarized wave receiving antenna configured to
receive a vertically polarized reflection wave reflected
from an object;

a horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna config-
ured to receive a horizontally polarized reflection wave
reflected from the object;

a switch control unit configured to perform a switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna
and the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna
so as to alternately receive the vertically polarized
reflection wave reflected from the object and the hori-
zontally polarized reflection wave reflected from the
object; and

a receiving unit configured to receive one of the vertically
polarized reflection wave, which has been received by
the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna, and the
horizontally polarized reflection wave, which has been
received by the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna, as a reception signal, before and after the
switching performed by the switch control unit, based on
areceiving level of one of the vertically polarized reflec-
tion wave, which has been received by the vertically
polarized wave receiving antenna, and the horizontally
polarized reflection wave, which has been received by
the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna,
wherein

when it is not detected that the reflection wave is received
by at least one of the vertically polarized wave receiving
antenna and the horizontally polarized wave receiving
antenna, the switch control unit performs the switching
between the vertically polarized wave receiving antenna
and the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna,
and

the receiving unit receives one of the vertically polarized
reflection wave, which has been received by the verti-
cally polarized wave receiving antenna, and the horizon-
tally polarized reflection wave, which has been received
by the horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna, as
the reception signal after the switching is performed by
the switch control unit.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

28

9. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein the transmitting antenna transmits both the transmis-
sion wave that is vertically polarized and the transmission
wave that is horizontally polarized.

10. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein the transmitting antenna is an obliquely polarized
wave transmitting antenna that obliquely polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

11. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein the transmitting antenna is a circularly polarized
wave transmitting antenna that circularly polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

12. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the receiving antenna receives both a vertically
polarized reflection wave reflected from the object and a
horizontally polarized reflection wave reflected from the
object.

13. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the receiving antenna is an obliquely polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives an obliquely polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.

14. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the receiving antenna is a circularly polarized wave
receiving antenna that receives a circularly polarized reflec-
tion wave reflected from the object.

15. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein

the receiving antenna comprises:

avertically polarized wave receiving antenna configured
to receive a vertically polarized reflection wave
reflected from the object; and

a horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna config-
ured to receive a horizontally polarized reflection
wave reflected from the object, and

the switch control unit performs the switching between the

vertically polarized wave receiving antenna and the
horizontally polarized wave receiving antenna by syn-
chronizing with the switching between the vertically
polarized wave transmitting antenna and the horizon-
tally polarized wave transmitting antenna.

16. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein the transmitting antenna transmits both the transmis-
sion wave that is vertically polarized and the transmission
wave that is horizontally polarized.

17. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the transmitting antenna is an obliquely polarized
wave transmitting antenna that obliquely polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.

18. The onboard radar apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the transmitting antenna is a circularly polarized
wave transmitting antenna that circularly polarizes and trans-
mits the transmission wave.



