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1
ANTENNA DEVICE AND RADAR APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the Japanese Patent Application No. 2009-
055537, filed on Mar. 9, 2009, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an antenna device and a
radar apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

In monopulse radar systems, an array antenna forms a
beam to transmit a signal. Then, the array antenna receives an
echo signal which is corresponded to the signal in order to
measure a target angle.

The array antenna includes several subarray antennas as
disclosed in “Antenna Engineering Handbook”, Ohmsha, pp.
339-pp. 445. In millimeter wave band, one side of each sub-
array antenna is connected to a feeding interface such as a
waveguide or a line such as a triplate line and a microstrip line
in order to feed a signal. These feeding methods are disclosed
by H. lizuka, K. Sakakibara, T. Watanabe, K. Sato, and K.
Nishikawa, “Antennas for Automotive Millimeter-wave
Rader Systems”, IEICE, SB-1-7, pp. 743-pp. 744, 2001, and
in JP-A 2000-124727(KOKAI).

A waveguide feeding method is popular for the antenna in
automotive radar systems using the millimeter wave. In the
case that the width of the feeding interface which is the
waveguide is larger than interval of the subarray antenna an
extra space is required between adjacent subarray antennas
when all feeding interfaces are formed at the same side of all
subarray antennas. As a result, an aperture area of the array
antenna gets large.

On the other hand, the space between the adjacent subarray
antennas should be narrow in order to achieve a wide cover-
age angle in the automotive radar systems.

One of the waveguide feeding methods is disclosed by Y.
Okajima, S. Park, J. Hirokawa, and M. Ando, “A Slotted
Post-wall Waveguide Array with Inter-digital Structure for
45-deg Linear and Dual Polarization”, IEICE Technical
Report, AP2003-149, RCS2003-155, pp. 21-26, 2003. In this
reference, the subarray antennas in the array antennas are
arranged in an inter-digital structure.

In the array antenna with the inter-digital structure, the
feeding interfaces are formed at a different side of the subar-
ray antennas alternately. Therefore, since the adjacent subar-
ray antennas are arranged with no space, it can achieve a small
aperture area of the array antenna.

However, the array antenna with the asymmetrical inter-
digital structure for a scan plane causes an asymmetrical
phase difference of a signal beam of each subarray antenna
because of manufacturing tolerance. As a result, measure-
ment accuracy of the target angle degrades in the monopulse
radar systems using the array antenna with the inter-digital
structure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the invention, an antenna device
includes:

subarray antennas arranged parallel to each other with an

interval on a plane, each subarray antenna including
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2

antenna elements and feeding lines, the feeding lines
feeding signals to the antenna elements; and

feeding interfaces, each being connected to each of the
subarray antennas,

wherein

at least one of the feeding lines includes a phase shifter
which shifts phases of the signals feeding to correspond-
ing antenna elements,

the interval of the subarray antennas is less or equal than a
free-space wavelength,

the subarray antennas are symmetrically arranged about a
central axis on the plane,

the central axis being along with the center of two adjacent
subarray antennas arranged at middle of the subarray
antennas when the number of the subarray antennas is
even, and being along with one subarray antenna
arranged at the middle of the subarray antennas when the
number of the subarray antennas is odd.

According to another aspect of the invention, an antenna

device includes:

subarray antennas, each subarray antenna including
antenna elements and feeding lines, being arranged
along an alignment of the antenna elements parallel to
each other with an interval on a plane, the feeding lines
feeding signals to the antenna elements; and

feeding interfaces, each being connected to each of the
subarray antennas, being divided into two groups with
the central axis, each being located at a furthest end of
the subarray antenna from the feeding interface of the
adjacent subarray antenna in each groups,

wherein

at least one of the feeding lines includes a phase shifter
which shifts phases of the signals feeding to correspond-
ing antenna elements,

the interval of the subarray antennas is less or equal than a
free-space wavelength,

the subarray antennas are symmetrically arranged about a
central axis on the plane,

the central axis being along with the center of two adjacent
subarray antennas arranged at middle of the subarray
antennas when the number of the subarray antennas is
even, and being along with one subarray antenna
arranged at the middle of the subarray antennas when the
number of the subarray antennas is odd.

According to other aspect of the invention, a radar appara-

tus includes:

the antenna device of claim 1, which receives a first signal;

an RF chip amplifying the first signal and down-converting
a frequency of the first signal to a lower frequency to
obtain a second signal;

an A/D converter converting the second signal to a digital
signal;

a DBEF circuit measuring a target angle based on the digital
signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a top view of an antenna device;

FIG. 2 is a top view of an antenna device;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a radar apparatus;

FIG. 4 is a top view of a prototype of the radar apparatus;

FIG. 5 is a top view of an antenna device;

FIG. 6 is a top view of a prototype of the antenna device;

FIG. 7 is a top view of a subarray antenna with an align-
ment of the antenna elements;

FIG. 8 is a top view of a subarray antenna with another
alignment of the antenna elements;
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FIG. 9 is a top view of a subarray antenna with another
alignment of the antenna elements; and
FIG. 10 is a top view of an antenna device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The embodiment will be explained with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

As shown in FIG. 1, an antenna device 100 includes sub-
array antennas 101, feeding interfaces 104, and phase shifters
105. The subarray antennas 101 are set parallel to each other
on a same plane. The subarray antennas 101 provide an array
antenna. One side of each subarray antenna 101 is connected
to the feeding interface 104 through the phase shifter 105 in
order to feed a signal. Each subarray antenna 101 includes
antenna elements 102 and feeding lines 103. The antenna
element 102 may be any one of a slot, horn, and patch antenna
elements. The feeding line 103 feeds the signal to the antenna
element 102. The feeding line 103 may be a waveguide, a
triplate line, a microstrip line, a dielectric waveguide, and a
post-wall waveguide.

The phase shifter 105 is inserted in the feeding line 103 of
between the feeding interface 104 and the antenna element
102. The phase shifter 105 may be a waveguide, a microstrip
line, a triplate line, a dielectric waveguide, and a post-wall
waveguide. Each phase shifter 105 shifts phases of signals by
varying a length of the feeding line 103. In the case of that the
phase shifter 105 is a waveguide, a dielectric waveguide, and
a post-wall waveguide, the phase shifter 105 may shift the
phases of the signals current in the feeding line 103 by vary-
ing a width of the feeding line 103.

The phase shifter 105 shifts phases of the signals input
from the feeding interface 104 in order to control a beam
pattern of antenna. We consider an example case that a phase
of a signal from the feeding interface 104A and a phase of a
signal from the feeding interface 104B are different by 180
degree. The phase shifter 105A shifts the phase to be BA
degree and the phase shifter 105B shifts the phase to be 6B
degree, where 0 A+0B=x180+360xn degree (n is an integer).
As aresult, the phases of signals radiated from the subarray
antennas 101A, 101B are co-phase. Therefore, the antenna
device 100 directs a beam at front.

In this embodiment, the feeding line 103 and the phase
shifter 105 are provided separately. The feeding line 103 may
includes the phase shifter 105 by adjusting the length and
width of the feeding line 103. The phase shifter 105 may be a
line of which width is different from the feeding line 103.

The distance of the between adjacent subarray antennas
101 (hereinafter, “subarray interval”) is shown as “d” in the
FIG. 1. The subarray interval “d” is following the expression
(1) in order to reduce a grating lobe level. In the expression
(1), a free-space wavelength of operating frequency is “A”
and a maximum coverage angle is “Om”.

d_ 1
A7 (L sinlfD)

M

According to the expression (1), the subarray interval “d” is
smaller than the free-space wavelength of operating fre-
quency. For example, the subarray interval “d” should be
smaller than 0.6\ to achieve the coverage angle of 40 degrees.
The number of the subarray antennas 101 is “8” in FIG. 1.
However, it is not limited. For example, it may be “15” in
other case.
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4

Also, the subarray antennas 101 are arranged symmetri-
cally with a central axis which is a center line of the antenna
device 100. Specifically, the antenna elements 102 and the
feeding lines 103 except the phase shifters 105 are arranged
symmetrically with the central axis as shown by doted-line in
FIG. 1. Because each phase shifter 105 has different shape
depending on sifted amount of the phase.

In FIG. 1, since the number of the subarray antennas 101 is
even (shown as “2n”), the central axis is located in the middle
of two adjacent subarray antennas 101 which are n th and
(n+1) th. The subarray antennas 101 are arranged in the inter-
digital structure. Therefore, the feeding interfaces 104 are
located at different side of the subarray antennas 101 alter-
nately, except for the nth and (n+1) th feeding interfaces 104.
The n th and (n+1) th feeding interfaces 104, which are the
closest to the central axis, are located at the same side of the
nthand (n+1) th subarray antennas 101. The n th and (n+1) th
feeding interfaces 104 are shifted away from each other to
avoid giving interference.

Each amount of the shift should be more than a value which
is following as the expression (2). “w” is a width of the
feeding interfaces 104.

@

In FIG. 1, the n th feeding interface 104 is shifted to leftward
to be away from the central axis. Also, the (n+1) th feeding
interface 104 is shifted to rightward. The n th and (n+1) th
connection points “A” between the feeding interfaces 104 and
the subarray antennas 101 are not in the middle of the width
of the feeding interfaces 104 compared with the other con-
nection points “B”.

FIG. 2 shows the antenna device 100 which the number of
the subarray antennas is odd (shown as “2n+1”). The central
axis is located at the (n+1) th subarray antenna 101. The
subarray antennas 101 are arranged in the inter-digital struc-
ture. Therefore, the n th feeding interface 104 is located at one
side of the n th subarray antenna 101. The (n+1) th feeding
interface 104 is located at the opposite side of the (n+1) th
subarray antenna 101.

Hereinafter, we will explain a monopulse radar system. As
shown in FIG. 3, the monopulse radar system 300 includes the
antenna device 100, an RF chip 302, a frequency and A/D
(Analog/Digital) converter 303, and a DBF (Digital Beam
Forming) circuit 304. The antenna device 100 includes the
subarray antennas 101a,1015,101¢, 1014. The number of the
subarray antennas 101 is not limited to four. Each subarray
antenna 101 receives an analog signal. The antenna device
100 outputs the analog signals from the subarray antennas
101a, 1015, 101¢, 101d to the RF chip 302. The RF chip 302
amplifies the analog signals. Also, the RF chip 302 down-
converts a frequency of each analog signal to a lower fre-
quency. Then, the RF chip 302 outputs the analog signals to
the A/D converter 303. The A/D converter 303 converts the
analog signals to digital signals. Then, the A/D converter 303
outputs the digital signals to the DBF circuit 304. The DBF
circuit 304 measures the target angle by using the digital
signals. First, the DBF circuit 304 combines all digital signals
in same phase to obtain a sum signal. Next, the DBF circuit
304 combines two digital signals due to the subarray antennas
101a and 1015 in same phase to obtain a first combine signal.
Similarly, the DBF circuit 304 combines two digital signals
due to the subarray antennas 101¢ and 1014 in same phase to
obtain a second combine signal. Then, the DBF circuit 304
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combines the first and second combine signals in inverse
phase to obtain a differential signal. At last, the DBF circuit
304 measures the target angle by the sum signal and the
differential signal. Explain of the detail to measure the target
angle is skipped because it is same as conventional methods.
FIG. 4 shows a prototype 400 of the antenna device 100. The
prototype 400 has four subarray antennas, four feeding lines
401, and a package 402. The package 402 includes the RF
chip 302 and connecting to the A/D converter 303, and the
DBF circuit 304. The prototype 400 adopts post-wall
waveguide slotted subarray antennas as the subarray anten-
nas. The detail of the post-wall waveguide slotted subarray
antenna will be explained later. The subarray antennas are
connected to the package 402 through the feeding lines 401,
respectively. Each subarray antenna receives a signal and
inputs the signal into the package 402 through the feeding line
401. Even if a phase of the RF signal in the feeding line 401
is shifted by manufacturing tolerance, the phase shift for each
feeding line appears symmetry because the prototype 400 has
the symmetrical structure with the central axis. Therefore, the
phase shifts of each feeding line are canceled out each other,
when these four signals through the feeding line 401 are
combined in the package 402. As a result, the prototype 400
keeps forming a main beam (or a null) without tilt.

As described above, since the antenna device 100 has the
inter-digital structure, it can achieve a small aperture area
without giving interferences each other among the subarray
antennas 101. Moreover, since the antenna device 100 also
has the symmetrical structure, the phase shifts of the signals
due to manufacturing tolerance are canceled out each other
among the subarray antennas 101. Moreover, since the
antenna device 100 includes the phase shifters 105, the phases
of signals current in the feeding lines 103 can be co-phase,
even though signals input from the feeding interfaces 104
have different phases. Therefore, the measurement accuracy
of'thetarget angle does not degrade in the antenna device 100.

MODIFIED EXAMPLE 1

Hereinafter, a modified example of an antenna device 100
will be described. FIG. 5 shows the antenna device 100" which
the number of the subarray antennas is even. The antenna
device 100" includes the subarray antennas 101, the feeding
interfaces 104 and phase shifters 105 as same as the antenna
device 100. While the n th and (n+1) th feeding interfaces 104,
which are the closest to the central axis, are shifted away from
each other to avoid giving interference in the antenna device
100 of FIG. 1, they are located at both outside of the 1 st and
2n th subarray antennas in the antenna device 100' of FIG. 5.
The n th and (n+1) th feeding lines 103 are extended longer
than other feeding lines 103. In the antenna device 101, the n
th and (n+1) th feeding lines 103 have bend structures to
connect to then thand (n+1) th feeding interfaces 104, respec-
tively.

The phase shifters 105 varies the widths of the n th and
(n+1) th feeding lines 103 in order to shift the phases of the
signals current in the feeding lines 103. The phase shifters 105
may vary the lengths of'the nth and (n+1) th feeding lines 103.

FIG. 6 shows a prototype 600 of the antenna device 100'.
The prototype 600 is same as the prototype 400, except that
the feeding lines 401 and the package 402 are not shown. The
prototype 600 includes a dielectric substrate 608, four subar-
ray antennas 601, four feeding interfaces 604, and two phase
shifters 605. The dielectric substrate 608 has a layer which is
made of a material such as liquid crystal polymer (LCP) or
Polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE). Both top and under surfaces
of the layer are covered by membranes of conductive metal.
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The prototype 600 adopts the post-wall waveguide slotted
subarray antennas as the subarray antennas 601. The subarray
antenna 601 includes antenna elements 602 and feeding lines
603.

The feeding lines 603 and the phase shifters 605 include
through hole vias 606 and matching pins 607. The through
hole via 606 is a via hole through the dielectric substrate 608.
The via hole is filled with metal to connect electrically
between the top and under surfaces. Many through hole vias
606 align in order to form a post-wall waveguide. The post-
walls corresponds to a waveguide wall. The antenna element
602 is a slot which is formed by etching the top surface. In
FIG. 6, the antenna element 602 is formed transverse to the
aligned through hole vias 601. The antenna element 602 may
be formed longitudinal or 45-degree to the aligned through
hole vias 606. Moreover, the antenna elements 602 align at
regular or unequally intervals in this embodiment.

The feeding interface 604 is an aperture which is formed by
etching the top surface. Each feeding interface 604 is sur-
rounded by many through hole vias 606. The matching pin
607 provides matching impedance between subarray anten-
nas 601 and the feeding lines 401 (not shown). The matching
pin 607 may be the through hole via 606. The feeding lines
603 are bent to be connected to the feeding interfaces 604,
respectively. In FIG. 6, the feeding lines 603 are bent with
L-shaped. The feeding lines 603 may be bent with U-shaped.
Since the feeding lines 603 are bent to outside of the subarray
antennas 601, respectively, the feeding interfaces 604 do not
give interferences each other.

The phase shifters 605 varies the widths of the feeding lines
603 in order to shift the phases of the signals current in the
feeding lines 603. The phase shifters 605 may vary the lengths
of the feeding lines 603.

According to the modified example 1, the antenna device
100" keeps the symmetrical structure without giving interfer-
ence each other among the feeding interfaces 104.

MODIFIED EXAMPLE 2

Hereinafter, another modified example will be described.
In the modified example 2, the subarray antenna 101 is any
one of a waveguide slotted subarray antenna, a conductive
waveguide slotted subarray antenna, a patch antenna with the
triplate line, a patch antenna with the microstrip line, and a
horn array antenna. In the modified example 2, we will
describe variation of alignments of the antenna elements 102.

FIGS. 7-9 show subarray antennas 701-901 which have
different alignments of the antenna elements 702-902. As
shown in FIG. 7, each antenna element 702 may be located at
an end of a sub feeding line 706 which is branched to one side
from the feeding line 703. As shown in FIG. 8, each antenna
element 802 may be located at the end of a sub feeding line
806 which is branched to both sides from the feeding line 803.
Moreover, as shown in FIG. 9, the antenna elements 902 may
be located at the end of a sub feeding line 906 branching
T-shaped three times from the feeding lines 903. One branch
from the feeding lines 903 has eight antenna elements 902.

FIG. 10 shows an antenna device 1000 using the subarray
antennas 701. Each subarray antenna 701a-701d4 does not
have the symmetrical structure. However, the antenna device
1000 has the symmetrical structure by arranging the subarray
antennas 701a, 7015 pointing to the right and the subarray
antennas 701¢, 7014 pointing to the left. Similarly, the sub-
array antennas 801 and 901 can realize the antenna device
which has the symmetrical structure.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
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broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and rep-
resentative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. An antenna device comprising:

subarray antennas arranged parallel to each other with an
interval on a plane, each subarray antenna including
antenna elements and feeding lines, the feeding lines
feeding signals to the antenna elements; and

feeding interfaces, each being connected to each of the
subarray antennas, wherein

at least one of the feeding lines includes a phase shifter
which shifts phases of the signals feeding to correspond-
ing antenna elements,

the interval of the subarray antennas is less or equal than a
free-space wavelength,

the subarray antennas are symmetrically arranged about a
central axis on the plane,

the central axis being along with the center of two adjacent
subarray antennas arranged at middle of the subarray
antennas when the number of the subarray antennas is
even, and being along with one subarray antenna
arranged at the middle of the subarray antennas when the
number of the subarray antennas is odd.

2. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

the phase shifter shifts phases of the signals current in the
feeding line to be co-phase.

3. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

the phase shifter shifts phases of the signals current in the
feeding line by 180 degree to be co-phase for signals of
the subarray antennas in both sides of the central axis.

4. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

the phase shifter is a line of which width is different from
the feeding line.

5. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

length of the phase shifter in one side of the central axis is
different from that in other side of the central axis.

6. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

the phase shifter is inserted in between the feeding inter-
face and the antenna element which is closest to the
feeding interface in the subarray antenna.

7. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

when the number of the subarray antennas is even, two
feeding interfaces, which are connected to the subarray
antennas which are located the closest to the central axis,
are connected to the closest antenna elements with
longer distance compared with other feeding interfaces.

8. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

when the number of the subarray antennas is even, two
feeding interfaces, which are connected to the subarray
antennas which are located in both side of the central
axis respectively and the closest to the central axis, are
located at further positions from the central axis com-
pared with other feeding interfaces.

9. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

when the number of the subarray antennas is even and the
feeding interfaces are divided into two groups with the
central axis, the feeding interfaces are located at a fur-
thest end of the subarray antenna from the feeding inter-
face of the adjacent subarray antenna in each groups,
respectively.

10. An antenna device comprising:

subarray antennas, each subarray antenna including
antenna elements and feeding lines, being arranged
along an alignment of the antenna elements parallel to
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each other with an interval on a plane, the feeding lines
feeding signals to the antenna elements; and

feeding interfaces, each being connected to each of the
subarray antennas, being divided into two groups with
the central axis, each being located at a furthest end of
the subarray antenna from the feeding interface of the
adjacent subarray antenna in each groups,

wherein

at least one of the feeding lines includes a phase shifter
which shifts phases of the signals feeding to correspond-
ing antenna elements,

the interval of the subarray antennas is less or equal than a
free-space wavelength,

the subarray antennas are symmetrically arranged about a
central axis on the plane,

the central axis being along with the center of two adjacent
subarray antennas arranged at middle of the subarray
antennas when the number of the subarray antennas is
even, and being along with one subarray antenna
arranged at the middle of the subarray antennas when the
number of the subarray antennas is odd.

11. The antenna device of claim 10, wherein

the phase shifter shifts phases of the signals current in the
feeding line to be co-phase.

12. The antenna device of claim 10, wherein

the phase shifter shifts phases of the signals current in the
feeding line by 180 degree to be co-phase for signals of
the subarray antennas in both sides of the central axis.

13. The antenna device of claim 10, wherein

the phase shifter is a line of which width is different from
the feeding line.

14. The antenna device of claim 10, wherein

length of the phase shifter in one side of the central axis is
different from that in other side of the central axis.

15. The antenna device of claim 10, wherein

the phase shifter is inserted in between the feeding inter-
face and the antenna element which is closest to the
feeding interface in the subarray antenna.

16. The antenna device of claim 10, wherein

when the number of the subarray antennas is even, two
feeding interfaces, which are connected to the subarray
antennas which are located the closest to the central axis,
are connected to the closest antenna elements with
longer distance compared with other feeding interfaces.

17. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

when the number of the subarray antennas is even, two
feeding interfaces, which are connected to the subarray
antennas which are located in both side of the central
axis respectively and the closest to the central axis, are
located at positions where the connection point of the
feeding interface and the subarray antenna is shifted to
the central axis from the middle of width of the feeding
interface.

18. The antenna device of claim 1, wherein

the subarray antennas is any one of a post-wall waveguide
slotted array antenna, a dielectric waveguide slotted
array antenna, a waveguide slotted array antenna, a
patch antenna with a microstrip line, a patch antenna
with a triplate line, and a horn array antenna.

19. A radar apparatus comprising:

the antenna device of claim 1, which receives a first signal;

an RF chip amplifying the first signal and down-converting
a frequency of the first signal to a lower frequency to
obtain a second signal;

an A/D converter converting the second signal to a digital
signal;

a DBEF circuit measuring a target angle based on the digital
signal.



