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1
RADAR SENSOR FOR MOTOR VEHICLES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a radar sensor for motor
vehicles, having a transmitting and receiving device for
microwaves and a beam-shaping device which determines the
directional characteristic of the transmitted and/or received
microwave radiation in the azimuth and in the elevation.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In motor vehicles, radar sensors are used in conjunction
with driver assistance systems, for example, distance warning
and control systems, and for position finding of objects, in
particular other vehicles, in the surroundings of the host
vehicle. For example, long-range radar (LRR) sensors which
operate at a frequency of approximately 77 GHz as well as
short-range radar (SRR) sensors which operate at a frequency
of 24 GHz are common. When the radar sensor is installed in
the front of the vehicle and is used to measure the distance
from preceding vehicles, the purpose of the beam-shaping
device is to bundle the emitted and/or received radar radia-
tion, at least for a forwardly directed radar lobe, in such a-way
that the maximum intensity and sensitivity are achieved in the
angular range in which preceding vehicles are normally
present, whereas objects located farther from the roadway
produce little or no radar echo. For a radar sensor which
operates by angular resolution, multiple radar lobes are gen-
erated which fan out in the azimuth, thus allowing conclu-
sions to be drawn concerning the azimuth angle of the located
object based on the amplitude and phase relationships
between the signals received from the various lobes.

In one common design of radar sensors for motor vehicles,
the beam-shaping device is formed by a spherical lens or, in a
more general sense, a lens in the shape of a rotational solid
which is made of a plastic which has a high index of refraction
for the particular frequency of the radar radiation and which
bundles the radiation in the manner of a focusing lens. Thus,
essentially the same directional characteristic is achieved in
the azimuth (in the horizontal direction) and in the elevation
(in the vertical direction). For radar sensors, which operate by
angular resolution and which have multiple adjacent antenna
elements situated in the focal plane of the lens, interference
between these antenna elements may result in a certain modi-
fication of the directional characteristic in the azimuth.

However, for long-range radar sensors it is often desirable
to bundle the radiation in the elevation more strongly than in
the azimuth, so that on the one hand a sufficiently wide field
of vision is achieved in the azimuth, but on the other hand, as
the result of stronger bundling in the elevation unnecessary
energy losses are avoided while at the same time it is possible
to better suppress interfering signals resulting from reflection
from the roadway surface or the like. One way to achieve such
an anisotropic directional characteristic, i.e., one that is dif-
ferent in the elevation compared to the azimuth, is to use
complicated lens systems having multiple lenses. However,
in radar sensors for motor vehicles this is not feasible for cost
reasons and because of the large space requirements for the
lens systems.

On the other hand, compact radar sensors having a planar
design are known in which the beam is shaped not by use of
optical lenses, but, rather, by a suitable selection of the geom-
etry, configuration, and phase angle of multiple antenna ele-
ments, for example by use of so-called group antennas,
phased arrays, or Rotman lenses (WO 2006/029926).
Although the configuration of the antenna elements may be
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selected in such a way that different directional characteris-
tics are achieved in the azimuth and in the elevation, the
numerous antenna elements require a large amount of space
on a relatively expensive high-frequency substrate, resulting
in relatively high costs for radar sensors of this type, in par-
ticular when a high-quality beam-shaping device is to be
implemented which allows a symmetrical directional charac-
teristic and good suppression of side lobes.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the exemplary embodiments and/or exem-
plary methods of the present invention, therefore, is to pro-
vide an economical and compact radar sensor which still
allows different directional characteristics in the azimuth and
in the elevation.

This object is achieved according to the exemplary
embodiments and/or exemplary methods of the present
invention by the fact that beam-shaping devices which are
independent of one another are provided for the azimuth
angle and the elevation, and the beam-shaping device for the
elevation has a cylindrical lens.

The independence of the two beam-shaping devices allows
the directional characteristic for the elevation, for example, to
vary without having appreciable effects on the directional
characteristic in the azimuth, thus allowing both directional
characteristics to be optimized relatively easily. The use of a
cylindrical lens for influencing the directional characteristic
in the elevation has the additional advantage that a largely
symmetrical beam profile and good suppression of side lobes
are achieved. This type of cylindrical lens may be manufac-
tured relatively inexpensively, and may be provided in such a
way that the radar sensor as a whole has a relatively compact
design.

Advantageous refinements and embodiments of the
present invention are also described herein.

In one specific embodiment, the beam-shaping device for
the azimuth is also formed by a cylindrical lens whose axis is
oriented perpendicular to the axis of the cylindrical lens for
the elevation. This ensures that the two beam-shaping devices
are independent. The cylindrical lenses may be economically
manufactured, optionally as one piece, for example as plano-
convex lenses, and may be positioned back-to-back in such a
way that in any case the space requirement is not significantly
greater than for a conventional radar sensor having a spherical
lens.

In another specific embodiment, the beam shaping in the
azimuth is achieved not by an optical lens, but instead by an
appropriate selection of the geometry, configuration, and/or
phase angle of various antenna elements, for example by use
of a phased array or a Rotman lens. However, since as the
result of this design of the antenna elements it is necessary to
bundle only in one direction, namely, in the azimuth, produc-
tion is much more economical than for an antenna array,
which would also have to provide for bundling in the eleva-
tion. Additional advantages of using a cylindrical lens for the
elevation are that energy losses are minimized due to the more
favorable damping characteristics. The cylindrical lens may
at the same time be used as a cover or radome for the high-
frequency module bearing the antenna elements, thus allow-
ing a compact, relatively flat design of the radar sensor despite
the use of an optical lens.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are illus-
trated in the drawings and explained in greater detail in the
following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of a radar sensor accord-
ing to one specific embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 2 shows a modified specific embodiment of a lens
systems for a radar sensor according to FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a modified specific embodiment of a lens
systems for a radar sensor according to FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 show directional characteristics of the
radar sensor according to FIG. 1 in the azimuth and in the
elevation.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic diagram of a radar sensor accord-
ing to a further exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic section through the radar sensor
according to FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 shows a diagram illustrating possible variants of the
radar sensor according to FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates the essential elements of a radar sensor
which is to be used, for example, as a long-range distance
sensor in a motor vehicle. The radar sensor has four antenna
elements 10 which are adjacently situated in a horizontal
direction Y transverse to the longitudinal direction of the
vehicle. These antenna elements 10 are used both as trans-
mitter antennas and as receiver antennas (monostatic antenna
design), and are connected in a known manner to high-fre-
quency circuit elements (not shown) which allow microwave
power, for example with a frequency of 77 GHz, to be sup-
plied to each individual antenna element 10, and which allow
the radar echo received by this element to be mixed with a
portion of the supplied power, thereby injecting an interme-
diate-frequency signal which indicates the frequency difter-
ence between the transmitted signal and the received signal.
The distances and relative velocities of the localized objects
may then be determined from this intermediate-frequency
signal by modulation of the transmitted frequencies accord-
ing to the principle of Frequency Modulated Continuous
Wave (FMCW) radar.

The four antenna elements 10 may be supplied signals
which are in-phase and have the same frequency, but option-
ally may also operate at slightly different frequencies, thereby
suppressing the influence of interference effects on the direc-
tional characteristic. The directional angle (azimuth angle) of
the located objects in the plane defined by the Y axis and the
X axis extending in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle
may be computed by separately evaluating the signals
received from the four antenna elements and comparing the
particular amplitudes and phases. The angular resolution
capability is a function of the directional characteristic of the
transmitted and received radar radiation in the azimuth.

Two planoconvex cylindrical lenses 12, 14 made of plastic
having a relatively high index of refraction for the radar
radiation are situated at a distance in front of the plane of
antenna elements 10. The axis of cylindrical lens 12 is ori-
ented in the Z direction (vertical), and in the example shown
is thus used for bundling the radar radiation and therefore for
determining the directional characteristic in the azimuth (in
the horizontal direction). The axis of cylindrical lens 14 is
oriented horizontally (in the Y direction), and is thus used for
determining the directional characteristic in the elevation.

The distance between cylindrical lenses 12, 14 on the one
hand and antenna elements 10 on the other hand may be the
same, slightly greater, or slightly less than the focal distance
of the lens in question.

In the example shown, the two cylindrical lenses 12, 14 are
positioned back-to-back so that their vertices point in oppo-
site directions. Cylindrical lens 14, whose vertex faces away
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4

from antenna elements 10, may be configured as an aplanatic
lens, i.e., a lens which is essentially free of spherical aberra-
tion.

When the two lenses are provided separately, as in FIG. 1,
they may be composed of different materials and therefore
may also have different indices of refraction. In general, the
two lenses have different focal distances. Thus, for example,
the radar lobes may be bundled more strongly in the elevation
using cylindrical lens 14 than they are bundled in the azimuth
using cylindrical lens 12. The stronger bundling in the eleva-
tion allows avoidance of interfering signals caused by back-
scattering of scattering centers on the roadway surface when
the radar lobe is too wide. On the other hand, the directional
characteristic in the azimuth may be adjusted, using cylindri-
cal lens 12, in such a way that the radar lobes of the four
antenna elements 10 cover the entire relevant roadway width,
so that in any event, in a distance range that is relevant for
locating preceding vehicles, all vehicles in the host vehicle’s
lane and also in adjacent lanes may be consistently located,
while on the other hand radar echoes of irrelevant objects to
the left and right of the roadway are largely avoided.

Since individual antenna elements 10 are offset by difter-
ent distances with respect to the optical axis of cylindrical
lens 12, the antenna elements together with cylindrical lens
14 generate radar lobes which differ slightly from one another
in their primary beam direction. The resulting differences in
the signals received by the various antenna elements allow the
azimuth angle of the objects to be determined. Because cylin-
drical lens 14 responsible for the bundling in the elevation has
a constant profile in the Y direction, it has little influence on
the shape of the radar lobes in the azimuth.

In the example shown in FIG. 1, the two cylindrical lenses
12, 14 are situated with their planar, mutually facing surfaces
at a distance from one another. FIG. 2 shows a modified
example in which this space between the two cylindrical
lenses is filled by cuboidal packing 16 which does not appre-
ciably influence the optical characteristics of the lens system.

FIG. 3 shows an example in which the two cylindrical
lenses 12, 14 directly contact one another at their planar
surfaces. In FIGS. 2 and 3, the two cylindrical lenses 12, 14
and optionally packing 16 may also be manufactured as one
piece.

FIG. 4 shows an example of a directional characteristic in
the azimuth (in the horizontal direction) for a radar sensor
having the design shown in principle in FIGS. 1 through 3. In
this case, amplitude A of the transmitted signal (or similarly
the sensitivity for the received signal) is plotted with respect
to azimuth angle o, in the range of £30°. It is shown that the
main lobe has a width of approximately +15°, which allows
good monitoring of the roadway and at the same time allows
sufficient angular resolution capability.

In comparison, FIG. 5 shows the directional characteristic
of'the same radar sensor in the elevation. In this case, ampli-
tude A is plotted with respect to elevation angle o, in the
range of £30°. It is shown that the main lobe is symmetrical
with respect to the elevation of 0°, and has a much smaller
width of approximately +10°. Side lobes are well suppressed,
and therefore the radar sensor is largely insensitive to inter-
fering reflections from the roadway surface. If a phased array,
for example, were used instead of a cylindrical lens for beam
shaping in the elevation, a directional characteristic having
the characteristics shown in FIG. 5 would not be achieved, or
atbest might be achieved with a very high level of complexity.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic diagram of a radar sensor accord-
ing to a further exemplary embodiment in which only a single
lens, namely, a cylindrical lens 18, is provided in front of the
plane of antenna elements 10, and which is used to determine
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the directional characteristic in the elevation. In this case, the
beam shaping in the azimuth is achieved by the fact that
antenna elements 10 form multiple group antennas, each
including a plurality of antenna elements whose phases are
adjusted to one another in such a way that the antenna ele-
ments generate a radar lobe 20 having a specified main beam
direction. In the example shown, antenna elements 10 of all
groups are positioned in a single row and form a total of four
groups, resulting in four radar lobes 20 which are angularly
shifted with respect to one another in the azimuth. In this case,
the bundling of these lobes in the azimuth is achieved by
interference between the antenna elements which belong to
the same group and those which are activated by signals
having a fixed phase angle.

A monostatic antenna design is also implemented in this
example; i.e., antenna elements 10 are used for transmitting
as well as receiving. The individual groups may be activated
by signals having the same frequency, or optionally by fre-
quency-shifted signals. A supply and evaluation circuit 22
selects the signals received from the individual antenna ele-
ments 10 as a group and generates four output signals 24, each
of'which represents the echo received in one of radar lobes 20.

Thus, in this exemplary embodiment the bundling of the
radar lobes in the azimuth is achieved by the configuration
and phase angle of antenna elements 10, whereas the bun-
dling in the elevation is achieved by the geometry of cylin-
dricallens 18. Here as well, the two beam-shaping devices for
the elevation and the azimuth operate essentially indepen-
dently of one another.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic section of a radar sensor having
the design shown in principle in FIG. 6. Antenna elements 10
and supply and evaluation circuit 22 are situated on a shared
board 26, to which cylindrical lens 18 is fastened with the
assistance of spacers 28 in such a way that the cylindrical lens
is at a suitable distance from each of antenna elements 10. In
this case, cylindrical lens 18 is simultaneously used as a cover
for antenna elements 10 and for the remaining high-fre-
quency components on plate 26, thus allowing a compact
design of the radar sensor.

As an example, FIG. 8 illustrates a radar sensor in which a
bistatic antenna design is implemented. A row of antenna
elements 30 forms a group antenna which is used solely for
transmitting the radar signal sent from a supply circuit 32 and
which provides for bundling of the emitted radar radiation in
the azimuth. The bundling in the elevation is achieved once
again by cylindrical lens 18, ultimately resulting in a trans-
mission lobe 34 which is bundled at different intensities in the
azimuth and in the elevation.

An additional row of antenna elements 36, which may be
collinear with the row of antenna elements 30, forms a plu-
rality of group antennas which is used solely as receiving
antennas. The signals received from each individual antenna
element 36 are digitized in analog/digital converters 38 and
are then supplied to a shared digital evaluation device 40, for
example a microcontroller, which offsets the signals with
respect to one another according to their phase angle in such
a way that for each group antenna a reception lobe 42 results
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which has a slightly different main sensitivity direction. The
bundling of individual reception lobes 42 in the azimuth is
achieved by a phase-matched combination of the signals from
multiple antenna elements 36 belonging to the same group.
Here as well, this results in four output signals 24, one for
each reception lobe 42, from which the distance, relative
velocity, and azimuth angle of the located objects may then be
computed.

In the example shown, a single, relatively elongated cylin-
drical lens 18 is provided which extends over all antenna
elements 30 and 36. In one modified specific embodiment,
however, separate cylindrical lenses 18a and 185 may be
provided for transmitting antenna elements 30 on the one
hand and receiving antenna elements 36 on the other hand, as
indicated in FIG. 8 by dashed-dotted lines.

What is claimed is:

1. A radar sensor for a motor vehicle, comprising:

a transmitting and receiving device for transmitting and

receiving microwaves;

a beam-shaping device which determines a directional
characteristic of at least one of transmitted microwave
radiation and received microwave radiation in an azi-
muth and in an elevation; and

beam-shaping devices which are independent of one
another for the azimuth and the elevation, the beam-
shaping device for the elevation having a cylindrical
lens;

wherein the beam-shaping device for the azimuth has an
additional cylindrical lens whose axis is oriented per-
pendicular to an axis of the cylindrical lens used for
beam shaping in the elevation, and

wherein the cylindrical lenses are planoconvex and their
planar surfaces face one another.

2. The radar sensor of claim 1, wherein a cuboidal spacer is

inserted between the planar surfaces of the cylindrical lenses.

3. The radar sensor of claim 1, wherein the cylindrical
lenses directly contact one another at their planar surfaces.

4. The radar sensor of claim 1, wherein the two cylindrical
lenses are configured as one piece.

5. The radar sensor of claim 1, wherein the beam-shaping
device for the azimuth is formed by a device for simulta-
neously activating multiple antenna elements.

6. The radar sensor of claim 5, wherein the antenna ele-
ments are transmitting antennas and at the same time receiv-
ing antennas.

7. The radar sensor of claim 5, wherein some of the antenna
elements are transmitting antennas and some of the antenna
elements are receiving antennas.

8. The radar sensor of claim 7, wherein the antenna ele-
ments that are used as transmitting and receiving antennas are
situated behind a shared cylindrical lens.

9. The radar sensor of claim 5, wherein the cylindrical lens
forms a cover on a board which supports the transmitting and
receiving device.

10. The radar sensor of claim 1, wherein at least one cylin-
drical lens is an aplanatic lens.
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