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1
METHOD FOR CHARACTERIZING AN
ATMOSPHERIC TURBULENCE USING
REPRESENTATIVE PARAMETERS
MEASURED BY RADAR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International patent
application PCT/EP08/057516, filed on Jun. 13, 2008, which
claims priority to foreign French patent application No. FR
0704282, filed on Jun. 15, 2007, the disclosures of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for characteriz-
ing an atmospheric turbulence by representative parameters
measured by a radar. It applies notably in respect of meteo-
rological radars fitted to aircraft such as airliners for example.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Aerial navigation seeks to avoid turbulent atmospheric
zones. To detect them and anticipate them, aircraft are gen-
erally furnished with a radar, the antenna of which scans and
illuminates the regions through which the carrier aircraft is
liable to pass. The reception and processing of the meteoro-
logical echoes, after eliminating echoes of another nature
such as ground echoes for example, provide the variance of
the radial velocity field of the wind, more particularly of the
moment of radial velocity of order 2.

In reality, the velocity of the wind is not measured directly,
but rather the velocity of tracers entrained by the motions of
the air mass is measured. These tracers are, more often than
not, hydrometeors such as drops of water, snow, hail or super-
cooled ice for example. Near the ground, it is also possible to
utilize the reflection of the radar waves on non-aqueous mete-
ors, such as dust or insects for example, entrained by atmo-
spheric motions. Nevertheless at high altitude, only hydrom-
eteors are usable.

A meteorological radar first identifies the dangerous zones
through a reflectivity measurement. Indeed, high reflectivity
corresponds to significant precipitations and therefore to dan-
gerous convective phenomena. Conversely there exist situa-
tions from the point of view of aerial navigation which are not
necessarily associated with a high reflectivity. Such situations
are encountered notably:

in the vicinity of convective systems where dangerous air

motions may be present without significant precipita-
tions;

because hydrometeors present at high altitude are more

often than not frozen and therefore weakly visible to a
conventional meteorological radar.

Moreover, it is desirable that the crew of an aircraft be
afforded the earliest possible alert so as to reroute the aircraft
or to take the necessary measures to guarantee the safety of
the passengers on board.

One problem is related to aircraft carriage constraints.
Indeed, the emission power and the dimension of aerial
equipment being limited by these carriage constraints, it is
consequently necessary for measurement algorithms to be as
sensitive as possible.

Another problem stems from the fact that knowledge of the
variance of the wind field velocity is not alone sufficient to
measure the degree of severity of the effect of turbulence on
an aircraft. Indeed for a given variance the effect on the
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airplane, measured in terms of load factor, depends on the
way in which this turbulent velocity field varies over time
when the aircraft passes through it. Stated otherwise, fine
characterization of the impact of turbulence on an aircraft
requires the measurement of the spatial autocorrelation func-
tion of the turbulent velocity field.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An aim of the invention is notably to overcome the afore-
said problems. For this purpose, the subject of the invention is
a method for characterizing an atmospheric turbulence by
representative parameters measured by a radar whose emis-
sion beam scans the zone of the turbulence, characterized in
that a measured parameter being the total variance of the
velocity of the turbulence o, this total variance at a point x,,
inside the turbulence is the sum of the spatial variance of the
spectral moment of order 1 of the signals received by the radar

Var[M1 (?)] and ofthe spatial mean of the spectral moment of
order 2 of the signals received Mean|M2( )], the moments

being distributed as a vector X sweeping an atmospheric
domain around the point x,,.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other characteristics and advantages of the invention will
become apparent with the aid of the description which fol-
lows, offered in relation to appended drawings which repre-
sent:

FIG. 1, an illustration of a mechanism of atmospheric
turbulence;

FIG. 2, a presentation of the kinetic energy spectrum as a
function of the inverse of the spatial scale (wave number k);

FIG. 3, a curve representative of an energy distribution as a
function of a reduced wave number;

FIG. 4, an aircraft equipped with a radar approaching a
turbulence zone;

FIG. 5, a net of curves representative of turbulence scales
as a function of measured radar parameters;

FIG. 6, a presentation of possible steps for an exemplary
implementation of the method according to the invention;

FIG. 7, an illustration of a temporal correlation calculation
performed in a first possible step;

FIG. 8, a spatial array of temporal correlations which is
obtained on completion of the aforesaid step;

FIG. 9, an illustration of the vector and scalar spatial aver-
ages for the calculation of a spatial correlation obtained in a
second possible step.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates the mechanism of atmospheric turbu-
lence, more particularly the mechanism of injection, cascade
and progressive dissipation of turbulent energy. A turbulent
phenomenon is characterized by the presence of velocity
swirls 1 within the fluid, of various scales, and the progressive
degradation over time 2 from large-scale phenomena 3 to
small-scale phenomena 4, and then their disappearance
through thermal dissipation.

If at an instant t a swirling motion 1, 3 of kinetic energy E
per unit mass, for example due to a convection phenomenon,
is initiated at a large scale L,, termed the injection scale:

initially, this swirling motion 1 of energy E degrades pro-

gressively into swirling motions 5, 4 of smaller scales
with conservation of kinetic energy;
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when the swirling motion 1, 4 has attained a small scale L,
such that the associated Reynolds number corresponds
to a viscous phenomenon which is predominant in rela-
tion to the inertial phenomena, the swirling kinetic
energy is dissipated in the form of heat 6.

By way of indication, the swirls of large scale 3 can attain
an amplitude of the order of 10 km whereas the swirls of
smaller scale 4 have an amplitude of the order of a centimeter.
Six orders of magnitude are usually observed between the
scales L., and L.

If the system is continuously supplied with energy, an
equilibrium state is established between the energy injection
at large scale L, 3 and its thermal dissipation at small scale L.,
4. The interval of scales [L |, L,] is called the inertial domain.

On the energy injection scale I, the distribution of the
swirls is generally anisotropic. On the other hand toward the
smallest scales of the inertial domain, the swirling velocity
distribution becomes isotropic and can be described in ran-
dom process terms.

FIG. 2 presents the general shape of a kinetic energy spec-
trum as a function of the scale L of the inertial domain. It has
been shown that the turbulent energy is distributed according
to a law such as illustrated by curve 21 of FIG. 2. Any
turbulence possesses in particular certain characteristic
attributes:

a total kinetic energy per unit mass, corresponding to the
integral of the curve of F1G. 2 referred to by the acronym
TKE standing for the expression “Turbulent Kinetic
Energy”, TKE being defined according to the following
relation:

TKE=14(0,7+0;7+057)

M

where 0, 0, Oy represent the variances in velocity in
three directions U, V, W of an orthonormal reference frame;

a dominant turbulence wavelength similar to the injection
scale L;

a zone 22 of the inertial domain, toward the small scales,
where the spectral energy density varies as k> and
where the statistical properties are isotropic.

FIG. 3 presents through a curve 31 an exemplary energy
distribution according to Von Karman as a function of a
variable L k defined hereinafter, represented on a logarithmic
scale. It is known in the field of airborne meteorological
radars to use the modelling of the Von Karman turbulent
kinetic energy spectrum which provides a good representa-
tion of the turbulent phenomena which are troublesome to
aerial navigation. This model stipulates an isotropic turbu-
lence. This property is not always satisfied at the turbulence
scales which impact the flight of an aircraft, nevertheless a
few simple corrections of this model allow its use with a good
degree of representativity. The Von Karman model for the
energy E(k) uses a distribution of the kinetic energy accord-
ing to the following relation, a function of the scalar number
k:

L (LK 2)

O = o T e

where the constant p is substantially equal to 1.033 and
[=1.339 L,. Moreover, the velocity variance o satisfies
0°=Y40,7=150,7=V30,°.

In the example of FIG. 1, the distribution begins by increas-
ing substantially linearly from a value L.k=0.1 and then
decreases in a substantially linear manner from a value L.k
closeto 1.
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According to the invention, it is considered that the atmo-
spheric turbulences troublesome to an aircraft are isotropic
and obey for example the Von Karman energy distribution or
any other energy distribution correctly modelling the turbu-
lent phenomenon to be analysed. Under these conditions such
turbulence is characterized from the point of view of its
kinetic energy and of'its velocity-wise spatial autocorrelation
function by the following two parameters:

the velocity variance o, of the longitudinal component of

velocity along an arbitrary axis;

the turbulence injection scale L, .

Advantageously, the invention allows measurement of these
two parameters with a radar.

In a possible mode of implementation, the radar emits
pulses of a duration T which may optionally be compressed.
In this case T then denotes the duration of the compressed
pulse. The radar is of Doppler type in the sense that it makes
it possible to measure the phase between the signal received
from an echo and the signal emitted. The pulse repetition
period T, can be variable. However the description of the
invention which follows is given assuming it to be constant,
with the aim notably of simplifying the description. Likewise,
it is not necessary for the radar to be pulsed, provided that the
emitted signals exhibit sufficient band to ensure the required
distance-wise discrimination. This could be for example a
radar of frequency-modulated continuous wave FM-CW
type.

FIG. 4 shows an airplane 41 equipped with a radar
approaching a turbulence zone 42. The radar performs a scan
43 of the space to be monitored. The radar beam 43 encoun-
ters tracers whose swirling motions are caused by turbulence.
Inside the turbulence zone 42 there is then a distribution of the
various velocity vectors 44 related to each tracer. This distri-
bution has a certain spatial variance.

No constraint on the nature of this scan is introduced. It can
be performed successive line-wise at constant elevation, ver-
tically at successive constant azimuths, circularly, in a dis-
continuous manner, etc. for example. During the scan, a fixed
point in space is illuminated by the radar for atime T,;; .. To
this time there corresponds a number of emitted radar pulses
N.

Doppler processing makes it possible to estimate, per radar
resolution cell, three useful spectral moments:

the spectral moment of order O reflected by the power of the

echo received in this cell, this moment making it pos-
sible to estimate the signal-to-noise ratio S/N of the
measurements and to validate them if it exceeds a given
threshold;

the spectral moment of order 1 which is the mean radial

velocity of the hydrometeors, weighted on the one hand
by the reflectivity field and on the other hand by the
power response of the radar resolution cell;

the spectral moment of order 2 which is the variance in

radial velocity of the hydrometeors, weighted by the
same effects as the moment of order 1.
By virtue of the scan of the radar beam these spectral

moments are known at a series of points i labelled by vectors

—
X ..

The impact of the pulse resolution volume on the radar
measurements is known, in particular from the work of
Shrivastava and Atlas in 1974. Indeed a radar resolution cell,
defined by its distance-wise resolution and the aperture of the
antenna beam, delimits a certain pulse resolution volume. A
cell of given resolution allows only local and incomplete
observation of the properties of the turbulent velocity field. It
is apparent that:
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the variance in radial velocity of the tracers present in a
given cell reflects rather more the velocity variations
over lengths smaller than the dimensions of the resolu-
tion cell, therefore variations of short wavelength;

on the other hand, the statistical analysis of the moments of
order 1 over several resolution cells reflects rather more
the variations of large wavelength of the radial velocity
field.

It has been shown that, over an inertial domain in which the

turbulence possesses homogeneous statistical properties, the
total variance in radial velocity o, around a point with vector

?0 can be defined by the following relation:

02 (¥ g)=Mean[M2(x)]+Var[M1(x)] 3)
M1 (?) and M2(?) being respectively the spectral moment of
order 1 and the spectral moment of order 2 at the point with

vector X. Mean being the mean function and Var being the
variance function, the vector X sweeping an atmospheric

domain around ?0 which is greater than the scale of the
turbulence but within which it is stationary.

FIG. 5 shows through several curves 51, 52, 53, 54 repre-
sentations of turbulence scales as a function of the lateral
aperture of the -3 dB antenna lobe. More particularly, FIG. 5
presents for several scales the ratio y, represented in dB,
defined as follows:

_ Mean[M2(X)] 4)

T ValM1@®)]

The effect of the dimension of the resolution volume can be
exploited to evaluate the scale of the turbulence. FIG. 5 shows
that measurement of the ratio y makes it possible to estimate

the scale of the turbulence around YO. The ratio y is depen-
dent on several parameters, it is in particular dependent on:
the scale of the turbulence L; which is the unknown;

the distance resolution Q, Q, being equal to ctv/2, ¢ being

the velocity of light and T the pulse duration defined
previously;

the angular metric resolution Q,, Q, being equal to R.0; ,

R being the distance and 6, the aperture of the lobe at
3 dB.

FIG. 5 in fact represents anet of curves 51, 52, 53, 54 which
can be obtained by numerical calculation, for the case of a
distance box Q, equal to 600 meters, each curve correspond-
ing to a turbulence scale. It is apparent that the scale of the
turbulence can be estimated by a function W which is a func-
tion which decreases as a function of y. It is obtained for
example by numerical simulation, the scale L, satisfying the
relation:

Li=¥Y(3,040) )]

According to the known schemes, the spectral moments are
first calculated for each radar resolution cell independently of
one another. The spectral moments are retrieved from an
estimation of the temporal autocorrelation function of signals
obtained in a given resolution cell.

In a resolution cell labelled by its central position ?0, the
“useful” meteorological signal possesses a temporal autocor-
relation function which is Gaussian, centered in amplitude,
and exhibits a linear phase gradient as a function of time
proportional to the mean velocity in the pulse volume. Indeed,
the radar signal stems from a multitude of echoes of tracers of
random powers and having haphazard motions and velocities.
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This temporal autocorrelation function:

is estimated at a discrete number of points ?i of the
scanned spatial domain corresponding to a certain num-
ber of resolution cells, in terms of distance, azimuth and
elevation;

is estimated only for a few delays which are multiples of

the repetition period T.

By way of example, the autocorrelation function R, can be
estimated by the “pulse-pair” technique known to those
skilled in the art, s(i) denoting the complex signal received
from the i” pulse in a particular resolution cell:

©

It is also possible to proceed on the basis of calculations of
Fourier transforms of the signal, since the autocorrelation
function is the Fourier transform of the Spectral Power Den-
sity.

The spectral moment of order 1, indicating the mean veloc-
ity, corresponds to the argument of R,. It is an estimation
which is ambiguous modulo 27t. The mean Doppler velocity,
i.e. the moment of order 1, is therefore:

arg[ Ry (%)] +q]>< 2 )

M@ = Vru =( T Ty

where q is wholly indeterminate in the case where the domain
cannot be sufficiently bounded a priori in terms of velocity of
the air mass analysed. This ambiguity is not specific to the
calculation scheme based on the autocorrelation function and
is found more generally with any spectral estimation scheme.

The spectral moment of order 2, indicating the velocity
variance, is deduced from the Gaussian form of the autocor-
relation function. The calculation of the standard deviation o
of'the autocorrelation function requires at least two measure-
ment points. In the conventional case of the pulse-pair, R, and
R, are employed. In the case of the polypulse-pair, it is pos-
sibleto employ R, R, R, or indeed beyond. In the case of the
pulse-pair, we obtain:

2 A2 (8)

B 872 . T}

{&@—ﬂ
x1
[Ri (@)

where b is an estimation of the noise of the receiver.

To implement the calculations which are the subject of
relations (7) and (8) according to the known schemes, the two
spectral moments M, and M, must be available for each
resolution cell.

As regards the calculation of the moment of order 2,
onboard radars currently operate in the X band and in order to
obtain a sufficiently significant instrumented domain without
distance ambiguity, they must have a relatively significant
repetition period. When measuring intense turbulent phe-
nomena, the correlations of delay greater than Ty are thus
often too weak and unutilizable. Under these conditions, the
calculation of the moment of order 2 must be done using R,
and R, according to relation (8). However, the term R, is
biased by the reception noise which must be estimated and
then deducted as shown by relation (8). As the estimation of

My®) = (%U—F)
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the noise is inevitably marred by errors, it is necessary to
ensure that R, is much greater than b, otherwise the estima-
tion error may be significant.

The meteorological signal is a diffuse echo whose power
fluctuates according to an exponential law. As a result, at low
mean signal-to-noise ratio S/N, the field of usable measure-
ments of M, may be extremely sparse.

As regards the calculation of the spatial variance of the
moment of order 1, this variance calculation comes up against
two main difficulties. As indicated previously, the waveform
used possesses a small velocity ambiguity and amean wind of
unknown velocity may be superimposed on the turbulent
phenomenon. Relation (7) shows that the mean velocity per
resolution cell is ambiguous through ignorance of the whole
number “q”. To validly calculate the variance of the moment
of order l, its ambiguity must have been unravelled before-
hand. Moreover, the meteorological signal is an echo with
fluctuating power. As a result, even if the reflectivity is homo-
geneous, the signal received in certain distance-angle resolu-
tion cells may be too weak to perform a valid measurement of
the moment of order 1. Stated otherwise, at low mean ratio
S/N, the field of usable measurements of M1 may be
extremely sparse.

The unravelling of the ambiguity in M1 is based on the
assumption that the velocity variations between adjacent
resolution cells, in terms of distance or angle, are small with
respect to the velocity ambiguity of the waveform. It is then
possible to interpret an abrupt break in the ambiguous veloc-
ity as a switch from one tier of ambiguity to the next. This
principle presupposes the determination of a continuous
unravelling path.

Thus, the sparse nature of the field of measurements of M 1
considerably increases the complexity of the ambiguity
unravelling algorithm, or indeed may render it inoperative.

FIG. 6 illustrates possible steps for the implementation of
the method according to the invention as regards the determi-
nation of the variances and mean of the spectral moments.
According to the invention the spatial variance of the moment
of'order 1 is calculated directly by forming virtual resolution
cells. The size of these virtual cells is greater than the largest
turbulence scale that is liable to be encountered. The spatial
variance is obtained through a correlation scheme analogous
to that which allows the determination of the velocity vari-
ance, equivalent to Doppler spectral spreading, in a real reso-
Iution cell. These virtual cells are obtained through signal
processing operations. The spatial mean of the local velocity
variance, moment of order 2, in the real resolution cells is then
calculated.

Thus in a first step 61 a multidimensional array of temporal
correlations is established, each box of the array correspond-
ing to a radar resolution cell containing n temporal correla-
tions. Ina second step 62 the creation of temporal correlations
on the virtual resolution cells is performed. In a third step 63
the direct calculation of the spatial variance of the moment of
order 1 is performed and in a fourth step 64 the direct calcu-
lation of the spatial mean of the moment of order 2 is per-
formed.

FIG. 7 illustrates the calculation of the correlations per-
formed in the first step 61, according for example to the
pulse-pair scheme. This first step 61 begins for example with
the calculation, in each radar resolution cell, of the first two
temporal correlations R, and R,. The angles of detection
constitute one dimension of the resolution cells and the dis-
tances constitute another dimension. The two correlations can
for example be calculated according to relation (6).
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FIG. 7 more particularly represents the correlations R, and
R, inasystem of axes where the abscissae represent their real
part and the ordinates their imaginary part. R, is a real number
and reflects the power of the signal received in a given reso-
lution cell. R, is a complex number having a real part and an
imaginary part as being the sum of the products of the signals
received at the various pulses s(i)*.s(i+1) in accordance with
relation (6). The modulus of R, relative to R,, reflects the
moment of order 2 of the signal. The argument ¢ of R reflects
the local value of the mean velocity of the turbulence, that is
to say the moment of order 1. Indeed:

_ 4 - Tr ©)

A

Viean modulo 27

where V.., represents the mean velocity and A, the wave-
length of the signal emitted by the radar.

The exemplary calculation of the first step 61 uses only the
first two correlations according to the pulse-pair scheme.
However the first could also be applied in the case of the
polypulse-pair with correlations of greater delays.

FIG. 8 illustrates the spatial array of temporal correlations
8 that is obtained on completion of the first step 61. This array
can be of dimension 1, 2 or 3. It is formed of boxes 81. Each
box corresponds to a radar resolution cell, it contains an
n-tuple corresponding to the n temporal correlations. This
number n is reduced to two in the example described during
step 1 with the two correlations R, and R, . The dimensions of
the array can be for example the distance, the azimuth and the
elevation of each box of the array.

It is possible to use a three-dimensional array, but also a
one-dimensional or two-dimensional array, for example the
distance and the azimuth corresponding in fact to the example
of FIG. 8. R, and R, are then defined for each distance box as
a function for example of the p” azimuth and of the m™
distance box.

FIG. 9 illustrates vector and scalar spatial averages of the

correlation R, which are obtained in the second step 62. In
this step several types of sliding averages are calculated on
each of the coefficients of the n-tuples, n possibly being equal
to 2 as previously. These calculations of sliding averages
involve the same number of dimensions as the previous array.
They can be viewed as multidimensional convolutions with a
kernel of 1, 2 or 3 dimensions. The dimensions of this con-
volution kernel correspond to those of the virtual resolution
cell that one seeks to create.
The discrete sizes of the convolution kernel, number of cells
of the kernel, depend on the resolution of the radar. It is
possible to aim for the largest metric size of the kernel to be of
the order of the largest turbulence scale liable to be analysed,
for example 2000 meters. In this sense, the discrete sizes
corresponding to the angular dimensions may be a function of
distance. For each correlation coefficient, except for R, which
is real, a vector sliding average RMV and a scalar sliding
average RMS are calculated as the mean of the moduli. FIG.
9 illustrates the case with the first two correlations R, and R,
therefore the vector sliding averages RMV, and RMS,. These
averages are given by the following relations (10) and illus-
trated in the system of real and imaginary axes of FIG. 9:

10

i=a j=b

RMo(m, p) = 5 1)(2b+1 ; Z Roim+1i, p+ )
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-continued
RMS(m, p) =

Gart 1)(2b+ 1)2 |R1(m+z p+/)| (scalar mean)

_, 1
RMVIOm. P) = D@+ D

i
o

1
S

ﬁl (m+1i, p+ j) (vector mean)

I
|
Q
.
I
!
>

The means are calculated for several boxes of the array of
temporal correlations, that for example of FIG. 8, according
to the dimensions between the sliding limits a and b. Each box
y belng defined by its coordinates m and p, m” distance box
and p” azimuth. RM,, is the mean for the first correlation.

In the third step 63, the direct calculation of the spatial
variance of the moment of order 1 is performed.

FIG. 9 shows that the ratio

RMS)
|RM V|

reflects the spatial variance of the argument of ﬁl, stated
otherwise, it reflects the spatial variance of the moment of
order 1. The angle 0 represents the weighted mean velocity in
the large virtual resolution cell. In a manner analogous to
relation (8), the spatial variance of the moment of order 1,
Var(M1), is obtained through the following general relation
where f is an increasing function:

an

RMS,
Var(M,) = ]

2
872 T3 x ( ¥
R |RM V|

Each vector ﬁl corresponding to a given resolution cell has
an argument which is proportional to the ambiguous mean
velocity in the resolution cell in question. The probability
density of this mean velocity is a Gaussian:

centered around an ensemble velocity of the air mass in the
virtual cell, that is to say the radial velocity of the wind
which is superimposed on the turbulence.

with spatial variance Var(M1).
The ratio

|RM V|
RMS,

y=

is the mathematical expectation of the following random vari-
able:

¥ = cos(p)
. Az - TR
with: ¢ = ———Vyy
A
ie.
y= cos( R VM)
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V,, is a centered Gaussian random variable with variance
Var(M1). By putting:

RMS,

P (4”;"’] Var(M,) = Zf(

-

Vil

it can be shown that: y=g(o) with:

(o) = Ljvﬂcos(O)ex (_—Oz]de
8= T Jo 252

To obtain the function f of relation (11), it is necessary to
calculate g™

glo)

However, this inverse function does not possess any simple
analytical expression. The function f can therefore conven-
tionally be calculated by any numerical scheme.

The fourth step 64 performs the direct calculation of the
spatial mean of the moment of order 2. This mean is calcu-
lated in a similar manner to relation (8) but modified for
example as follows:

A2 (RMO —@] (12)

Mean(M,) = ———— X bl ——
W) = g2 M Tragsy)

with: A(x) = In(x)

Indeed, if the turbulence is locally stationary, the ratios

Ro

Ryl

are locally invariant. The calculation scheme of relation (12)
exhibits the advantage that itis self-weighting as a function of
the signal power in a given cell. The more significant the latter
is in a cell, the more significant the weight of the measure-
ments relating to this cell in the calculation of the spatial mean
of M,.

The function h is equal to the logarithm in the ideal case
where:

the number of recurrences N used for the temporal corre-

lations is very large;

there is no spectral aliasing;

the pulse repetition period is constant.

In the general case, the function h(x) has a similar shape to
that of In(x) and can be readily determined by numerical
simulation schemes.

In a variant implementation of the invention, the moment
of'order 2 is calculated directly in the virtual resolution cells.
Under these conditions the moment of order 2 measured in a
virtual cell corresponds to the total velocity variance of the
turbulent zone. The spatial variance of the moment of order 1
is then calculated by subtracting the mean local variance in
velocity from the total variance of the velocity.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method for characterizing atmospheric turbulence for
a point in space, the method comprising:

receiving radar signals for a plurality of real radar resolu-
tion cells, each real radar resolution cell delimiting a
pulse resolution volume;

defining a virtual cell comprising two or more of the real
radar resolution cells around the point in space;



US 8,354,950 B2

11

calculating a spatial variance of a spectral moment of order
1 based on the radar signals received for the real radar
resolution cells included in the virtual cell; and
calculating a spatial mean of a spectral moment of order 2
based on the radar signals received for the real radar
resolution cells included in the virtual cell; and
calculating a total variance of the velocity of the turbulence
as a characteristic of the turbulence for the point in space
as a sum of the calculated spatial variance and the cal-
culated spatial mean.
2. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising:
defining a plurality of virtual cells comprising two or more
of the real radar resolution cells around a respective
point in space;
for each subject virtual cell included in the plurality of
virtual cells:
calculating a spatial variance of the spectral moment of
order based on the radar signals received for the real
radar resolution cells included in the subject virtual
cell; and
calculating a mean of the spectral moment of order 2
based on the radar signals received for the real radar
resolution cells included in the subject virtual cell.
3. The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the defining
a plurality of virtual cells comprises defining virtual cells of
large dimension each including a plurality of real radar reso-
lution cells.
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4. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the dimen-
sion of a virtual resolution cell of large dimension is substan-
tially equal to a largest expected scale of the turbulence.

5. The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising:

calculating spectral parameters by carrying out temporal

spectral analyses for each real radar resolution cell; and
performing sliding averages of the calculated spectral
parameters.

6. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the calculat-
ing of the spectral parameters is based on the estimation of the
temporal autocorrelation function per real radar resolution
cell.

7. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the calculat-
ing of the spectral parameters is based on the estimation of the
spectral power density per real radar resolution cell.

8. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
calculating injection scale of the turbulence from a ratio of the
calculated spatial variance to the calculated spatial mean.

9. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
scanning an emission beam on the point in space with a radar
onboard an aircraft.

10. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
alerting a crew of an aircraft based on the calculated total
variance of the velocity of the turbulence.
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