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1
MONOSTATIC MULTI-BEAM RADAR
SENSOR, AS WELL AS METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a monostatic multi-beam
radar sensor and a method for operating such a radar sensor.

2. Description of Related Art

A monostatic multi-beam radar sensor for motor vehicles
is known from published international patent application WO
2006/029926 Al, the sensor being made up of a group
antenna, a planar lens having a plurality of inputs, and a
homodyne mixer system having a plurality of transfer mixers,
which are connected in parallel to the inputs of the lens. The
lens causes beam bundling both in transmit and in receive
operation. The use of such a radar sensor enables parallel
processing of the signals from a plurality of radar beams. The
transfer mixers can be placed in a tight space on one board.

In various applications, e.g., in ACC (adaptive cruise con-
trol), the transmit and receive characteristics must differ. This
has previously been achieved with the aid of bi-static antenna
systems, e.g., in a DBF (digital beam-forming) radar by a
transmit antenna having lower bundling and a receive antenna
having strong bundling, or by a mixed system, i.e., using one
antenna system for transmitting and receiving radar signals,
and another antenna system only for receiving radar signals,
as described in published German patent document DE 196
48 203 C2.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Using a monostatic multi-beam radar sensor, in which a
group antenna is provided and a mixer system made up of a
plurality of transfer mixers connected to antenna elements of
the group antenna in such a way that a first number of transfer
mixers is switched to isolation mode and a second number of
the transfer mixers is switched to transfer mode, it is possible
to set different directional characteristics for the transmit and
receive operation in a monostatic system, i.e., with one shared
antenna for transmit and receive operation, while requiring
very little space, for instance 50% less antenna area than a
bistatic system. The present invention is based on the recog-
nition that transfer mixers switched to isolation mode also
supply output signals that are able to be evaluated by phase-
correct and amplitude-correct summing in receive operation,
s0 as to achieve digital beam forming (DBF), for instance. In
receive operation, the entire antenna aperture is therefore
available, and the radiation lobes are correspondingly narrow,
which is advantageous for increasing the resolution, espe-
cially in lane-relevant regions for LRR (long-range radar). In
transmit operation, the full aperture is not available because
of'the outer, isolating mixers, in particular, and the directional
diagram becomes correspondingly broad. The oscillator or
transmit signal is able to pass the mixers switched to transfer
mode, while it is damped by 25 to 30 dB via the mixers
switched to isolation mode and no longer contributes to the
directional effect to any significant degree. The aperture is
therefore effectively halved, so that the detection range
doubles in the transmit case.

In a matrix-type structure of the group antenna it is advan-
tageous to switch the transfer mixers connected to the outer
antenna elements to isolation mode.

In orderto set up a broader or narrower directional diagram
in transmit operation, additional transfer mixers may be set up
either for isolation mode or for transfer mode.
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It is advantageous to route a plurality of slots of antenna
elements of the matrix-type group antenna to one transfer
mixer in each case. This saves space for the transfer mixers
without restricting the resolution to any considerable extent.
Placing two transfer mixers on one chip in each case, both
mixers being switched to isolation or transmit mode, also
saves surface space and wiring expense.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 shows a schematic illustration of an antenna array
having connected mixers and a high-frequency source.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention according to FIG. 1 provides a
matrix-type group antenna having antenna elements 1 for the
monostatic operation. A high-frequency source 2 of 77 GHz,
for example, is connected to antenna elements 1 via mixers
31, 32. In the exemplary embodiment shown, three slots of
antenna elements 1 are combined in each case and connected
to a mixer 31 or 32. Mixers 31 or 32 may be implemented as
MMICs. Two mixers 31 and 32 are situated together on one
chip 4 or 41 in each case. In order to generate a different
directivity characteristic for the transmit operation than for
the receive operation, the outer two mixers 31 on chip 41 are
switched to isolation mode, and the four inner mixers 32 on
chip 4 are switched to transfer mode.

In receive operation, an isolating and a transferring mixer
both supply identical output signals. If a directivity pattern is
produced by digital beam forming (in-phase and amplitude-
correct summing of the eight output signals) then the entire
antenna aperture is available and the receive diagram is cor-
respondingly narrow. In transmit operation, the full aperture
is not available because of the outer, isolating mixers 31, in
particular, and the directional diagrams become correspond-
ingly broad. The oscillator or transmit signal of high-fre-
quency source 2 is able to pass transferring mixers 32, while
it is damped by 25 to 30 dB via isolating mixers 31 and does
not contribute to the directivity movement to any significant
degree. The aperture is therefore effectively halved, so that
the detection range doubles in transmit operation.

In other developments, additional mixers may be designed
either for isolation or transfer mode in order to provide for a
broader or narrower directivity diagram in transmit operation.

When using a homodyne mixture, as described in pub-
lished international patent application WO 2006/029926 A1,
for instance, a portion of the signal from high-frequency
source 2 generating the signal to be transmitted is diverted
and used as local oscillator signal, so that the transmitted
signal and the signal from the local oscillator have the same
frequency. The intermediate frequency then corresponds to
the frequency difference between the local oscillator signal
and the received signal and, in a Doppler radar, is a function
of'the Doppler shift. In an FMCW radar, the frequency of the
transmitted signal and thus also the local oscillator frequency
is modulated in a ramp-like manner. In this case the interme-
diate frequency is also a function of the signal propagation
time and thus of the distance of the located object, and lies in
the order of O to a few 100 kHz.

In an evaluation device 5 the mixed various received sig-
nals (intermediate frequency signals) of mixers 31 and 32 are
time-synchronously sampled (digitized) at their outputs 6 and
subjected to known digital beam shaping. Because of the
fixed phase and amplitude relation of the individual received
signals in azimuth, it is possible to extract both the distance
and also the angle information of radar targets.



US 8,482,454 B2

3

What is claimed is:
1. A monostatic multi-beam radar sensor, comprising:
a group antenna having multiple antenna elements; and
a mixer system including multiple transfer mixers con-
nected to the antenna elements of the group antenna;

wherein a first subset of the transfer mixers is switched to
isolation mode and a second subset of the transfer mixers
is switched to transfer mode in order to realize different
directional characteristics for a transmit operation and a
receive operation.

2. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein the group
antenna has a matrix-type configuration, and wherein transfer
mixers connected to outer antenna elements of the group
antenna are switched to isolation mode.

3. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein varying
numbers of transfer mixers are switched to one of isolation
mode or transfer mode in order to achieve one of a broader or
narrower antenna characteristic in the transmit operation.

4. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein, for the
transmit operation, only the transfer mixers switched to trans-
fer mode forward a transmit signal to the group antenna.

5. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein, for the
receive operation, both the transfer mixers switched to trans-
fer mode and the transfer mixers switched to isolation mode
supply output signals to an evaluation unit on the receiving
side.

6. The radar sensor as recited in claim 5, wherein digital
beam shaping is provided on the receiving side.

7. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein multiple
slots of antenna elements of the group antenna are routed to
one transfer mixer.

8. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein two
transfer mixers are jointly situated on one chip and are uni-
formly switched to one of isolation mode or transfer mode.

9. A method for operating a monostatic multi-beam radar
sensor having (i) a group antenna including multiple antenna
elements and (ii) a mixer system including multiple transfer
mixers connected to the antenna elements of the group
antenna, comprising:

switching a first subset of the transfer mixers to isolation

mode; and

switching a second subset of the transfer mixers to transfer

mode;

wherein different directional characteristics are realized

for a transmit operation and a receive operation by the
switching of the first subset to isolation mode and the
switching of the second subset to transfer mode.

10. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein, for the
transmit operation, a transmit signal is forwarded to the group
antenna only via the transfer mixers switched to transfer
mode.

11. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein, for the
receive operation, both signals received via the transfer mix-
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ers switched to transfer mode and also signals received via the
transfer mixers switched to isolation mode are evaluated.

12. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the transmit
signal passes the transfer mixers in the transfer mode.

13. The method as recited in claim 12, wherein the transmit
signal is damped by 25 to 30 dB via the mixers in isolation
mode and no longer contributes to directional effect.

14. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein the
transmit signal passes the transfer mixers in the transfer
mode.

15. The radar sensor as recited in claim 14, wherein the
transmit signal is damped by 25 to 30 dB via the mixers in
isolation mode and no longer contributes to directional effect.

16. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein the
group antenna has a matrix-type configuration, and wherein
transfer mixers connected to outer antenna elements of the
group antenna are switched to isolation mode, and wherein,
for the transmit operation, only the transfer mixers switched
to transfer mode forward a transmit signal to the group
antenna.

17. The radar sensor as recited in claim 16, wherein, for the
receive operation, both the transfer mixers switched to trans-
fer mode and the transfer mixers switched to isolation mode
supply output signals to an evaluation unit on the receiving
side, and wherein digital beam shaping is provided on the
receiving side.

18. The radar sensor as recited in claim 16, wherein mul-
tiple slots of antenna elements of the group antenna are routed
to one transfer mixer.

19. The radar sensor as recited in claim 16, wherein two
transfer mixers are jointly situated on one chip and are uni-
formly switched to one of isolation mode or transfer mode.

20. The radar sensor as recited in claim 1, wherein varying
numbers of transfer mixers are switched to one of isolation
mode or transfer mode to provide one of a broader antenna
characteristic or a narrower antenna characteristic in the
transmit operation, and wherein, for the transmit operation,
only the transfer mixers switched to transfer mode forward a
transmit signal to the group antenna.

21. The radar sensor as recited in claim 20, wherein, for the
receive operation, both the transfer mixers switched to trans-
fer mode and the transfer mixers switched to isolation mode
supply output signals to an evaluation unit on the receiving
side, and wherein digital beam shaping is provided on the
receiving side.

22. The radar sensor as recited in claim 20, wherein mul-
tiple slots of antenna elements of the group antenna are routed
to one transfer mixer.

23. The radar sensor as recited in claim 20, wherein two
transfer mixers are jointly situated on one chip and are uni-
formly switched to one of isolation mode or transfer mode.
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