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(57) ABSTRACT

A device for cooling electronic components of a control unit
in an unmanned flying vehicle. A container contains a liquid
cooling medium. A temperature sensor is adapted to sense the
temperature of the electronic components during the flight of
the vehicle. A sprayer adapted to be controlled by the tem-
perature sensor to spray the liquid cooling medium directly
upon the electronic components when the temperature of the
cooling medium exceeds a predetermined level.
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METHOD FOR COOLING ELECTRONIC
COMPONENTS IN AN UNMANNED FLYING
VEHICLE AND A DEVICE FOR CARRYING

OUT THE METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for cooling elec-
tronic components of a control unit in an unmanned flying
vehicle as well as a device for carrying out such a method.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Unmanned flying vehicles typically have control units with
electronic components for the control of the behaviour of the
vehicle. Examples of such vehicles are high speed missiles,
air-to-air missiles, especially homing missiles needing a con-
trol unit for finding a target. The term “control unit” referred
to herein may also include sensors and other type of equip-
ment of such a vehicle having electronic components.

The invention is particularly applicable to high speed
vehicles, since the cooling problem is more accentuated for
such vehicles. However, the invention is not restricted thereto.
Such high speed flying vehicles, such as high speed air-to-air
missiles, are heated substantially during the flight thereof
through aerodynamic resistance. This heating is combined
with a heat generation by the electronic components them-
selves, so that these components will in absence of cooling
measures quickly arrive to temperatures exceeding the
acceptable operation temperatures of these components. Fur-
thermore, there is a continuous aim of miniaturising such
control units and the electronic components thereof for each
new generation of such equipment, and the power consump-
tion thereof is continuously increasing. This makes it very
important to be able to efficiently cool these electronic com-
ponents, especially since there is a desire to use so-called
industry tempered components being much less costly than
so-called military components but having a lower tempera-
ture resistance.

Cooling methods, active as well as passive, are known.

A passive method is known through US 2003/0047103 A1,
in which a heat sink is used for draining heat from the elec-
tronic components.

Active methods using cooling by the circulation of gas are
also known.

A disadvantage of these known methods is that they require
a cold surface or mass for functioning. This makes it impos-
sible to use them in the high speed missiles now built, since
they will not have any cold surface or mass for cooling pur-
poses.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to provide a method
and a device for cooling electronic components of a control
unit in an unmanned flying vehicle, through which such cool-
ing may be efficiently achieved also in such new types of
missiles, but also in other unmanned flying vehicles men-
tioned in the introduction.

This object is according to the invention obtained by pro-
viding such a device with a container containing a liquid
cooling medium, means adapted to sense the temperature of
said electronic components during the flight of said vehicle
and means adapted to be controlled by said temperature sens-
ing means to spray said liquid cooling medium directly upon
said electronic components when the temperature exceeds a
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predetermined level, as well as a method according to the
appended independent method claim.

By spraying such a liquid cooling medium directly upon
the electronic components only when this is necessary, i.e.
when the temperature thereof reaches a certain level, cooling
may efficiently be achieved without any necessity to have any
cold surfaces. The cooling medium used does not have to be
recycled and may be considered as waste.

This solution results in a low volume and a low weight for
such a device. A high cooling effect may be obtained in a very
short time, and it may be ensured that higher power loads may
beremoved or at least reduced. Itis also advantageous that the
cooling device is in this way integrated with the electronic
components.

Itis pointed out that “sense the temperature” and “when the
temperature thereof exceeds a predetermined level” are to be
interpreted broadly, and the temperature of the electronic
components may be sensed indirectly, for instance by sensing
the temperature of a circuit board or the like onto which the
components are arranged or even measuring any type of
power dissipation or consumption, which is known to have a
certain relation to the temperature of the electronic compo-
nents. This also means that said predetermined temperature
level may be determined in the same indirect way.

A use of this cooling technique, i.e. cooling by spraying a
liquid cooling medium upon the electronic components, has
until now been considered to be impossible for these types of
flying vehicles, since a continuous spraying requires cooling
surfaces for cooling the liquid heated and possibly evaporated
for recycling thereof. This is not possible to obtain for air-to-
air missiles, especially of the generation of today. Thus, the
present invention enables the utilisation of this favourable
method previously considered to be no option by spraying the
liquid cooling medium only when it is necessary and directly
upon the electric components.

According to an embodiment of the present invention said
spraying means is adapted to spray said liquid cooling
medium upon said electronic components as long as the tem-
perature thereof exceeds said predetermined level. This
means that it is ensured that the electronic components will
not be damaged as a consequence of too high temperatures
thereof and said liquid cooling medium will not be wasted by
spraying it when it is not needed, so that the container with
liquid cooling medium may have a low weight.

According to another embodiment of the invention the
container contains a liquid cooling medium having a boiling
temperature close to said predetermined temperature level for
removing heat energy from the electronic components by
evaporation of said cooling medium. It is very advantageous
to select a cooling medium with such a boiling temperature,
since the cooling, i.e. removal of heat energy, will be very
efficient when the liquid cooling medium is evaporated at the
same time as the temperature thereof is then not rising.

According to another embodiment of the invention said
container is adapted to contain a liquid cooling medium hav-
ing a boiling temperature above said predetermined tempera-
ture level, preferably 1° C.-5° C. above said predetermined
temperature level. It has been found that the cooling will be
very efficient if the liquid cooling medium sprayed upon the
electronic components will be heated slightly above said pre-
determined temperature level and then start to evaporate for
cooling the components.

According to another embodiment of the invention said
electronic components are so-called industry tempered com-
ponents, and said spraying means has a predetermined tem-
perature level being below 90° C., preferably below 70° C.
and preferably above 60° C. It has turned out that itis possible
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to use such industry tempered components as a consequence
of'the efficiency of the cooling method according to the inven-
tion. This results in a considerable saving of costs with respect
to the use of so-called military components able to withstand
temperatures up to 120° C. or more.

According to another embodiment of the invention said
container is adapted to contain a liquid cooling medium being
dielectrical. This is advantageous and sometimes a require-
ment, namely when it may not be avoided that the cooling
medium comes on surfaces of a printed circuit card and would
otherwise create short-circuits between conducting paths
thereon.

According to another embodiment of the invention the
container is adapted to contain a liquid cooling medium in the
form of a liquid fluor carbonate, which has turned out to be
favourable with respect to cooling capacity as well as boiling
temperature.

According to another embodiment of the invention a con-
tainer is adapted to contain a pressurised liquid cooling
medium, which makes it possible to efficiently spray the
cooling medium upon the electronic components and espe-
cially atomize said medium for spraying it so as to form a
finely distributed film thereof on top of said electronic com-
ponents, which constitutes another embodiment of the
present invention. Such spraying results in an excellent utili-
sation of the cooling capacity of the liquid cooling medium
avoiding any unnecessary waste of cooling medium not uti-
lised for the cooling task.

According to another embodiment of the invention said
spraying means is adapted to spray said liquid cooling
medium upon said electronic components so that bubbles ofa
predetermined size are formed in said film for promoting heat
energy removal from said electronic components by evapo-
ration of the liquid cooling medium. It has turned out that the
formation of such bubbles, which may have a size depending
upon which cooling medium is used, promotes said heat
energy removal, so that the cooling medium used may be
efficiently utilised.

According to another embodiment of the invention the
device is adapted to be used only once, i.e. only during one
flight of said flying vehicle, which is the most favourable use
of'a device according to the invention, since in such a case less
consideration has to be spent upon what happens with the
liquid cooling medium after fulfilling the cooling task. It is
particularly advantageous to arrange the device in a once-
flying vehicle, such as in a high speed missile.

According to another embodiment of the invention said
container and said electronic components are integrated into
a closed box in said flying vehicle, which means that the
liquid cooling medium will stay inside said box making the
cooling action thereof more efficient and avoiding that it
comes into contact with other parts of the flying vehicle.

The invention also relates to a method for cooling elec-
tronic components of a control unit in an unmanned flying
vehicle according to the different embodiments thereof
defined in the appended claims, and the function and the
advantages thereof appear clearly from the above description
of the devices according to the different embodiments of the
present invention.

Further advantages as well as advantageous features of the
invention will appear from the following description as well
as the other dependent claims.
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4
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

With reference to the appended drawing, below follows a
specific description of a method and a device according to an
embodiment of the present invention. In the drawing:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a flying vehicle in
the form of a high speed air-to-air missile to which the present
invention is applied, and

FIG. 2 is a partially sectioned and simplified view of a
detail of the missile according to FIG. 1 illustrating an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A high speed missile 1 having a cooling device according
to the invention is schematically shown in FIG. 1. The part
within the box 2 of dashed lines is shown in FIG. 2. It is
pointed out that FIG. 2 is a very simplified view used for
illustrating the principle of a device and a method according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

A so-called electronic box 3 is arranged within the inner
volume 4 of the missile shell 5 and connected thereto through
suitable connecting members 6 preferably of a heat insulating
material, so that there is a distance between the shell 5 and the
box 3 for reducing transfer of heat energy from the shell 5 to
the box as a result of the aerodynamic resistance experienced
by the missile during the high speed flight.

The box 3 contains a control unit 7 used for the control of
the missile and having for that sake a number of electronic
components 8 arranged on a printed circuit card 9. The control
unit may be connected to different control means, such as
means driving the missile, but such connections are not
shown here, since they have nothing to do with the present
invention.

A means 10 adapted to measure the temperature of the
electronic components by measuring the temperature close
thereto such as of the printed circuit card, is arranged on the
printed circuit card and adapted to send information about
this measurement to a control member 11. The box 3 further
contains a container 12 containing a pressurised liquid cool-
ing medium and being connected to means 13 in the form of
a nozzle for spraying this liquid cooling medium directly
upon said electronic components when controlled to do that
through said control member 11. The nozzle 13 has a member
14, which may be controlled through said control member 11
to influence the spraying of said spraying means by control-
ling the degree thereof and/or the nature thereof.

The control member 11 is adapted to control the member
14 and by that the spraying means 13 to start spraying cooling
medium directly upon the electronic components 8 when the
temperature measuring means 10 indicates that the tempera-
ture of the electronic components exceeds a predetermined
level. This level is determined while considering the tempera-
ture acceptable to the electronic components without failure
or damage thereof. In the case of so-called industry tempered
electronic components this temperature level is preferably
below 90° C. and preferred in the region of 70° C.

The spraying means 13 may be adapted to spray liquid
cooling medium upon the electronic components as long as
the means 10 indicates that the temperature of these compo-
nents exceeds said predetermined level.

The spraying means 13 is further adapted to atomize the
liquid cooling medium for spraying it so as to form a finely
distributed film thereof on top of the electronic components,
and the spraying is preferably carried out so that bubbles of a
predetermined size, such as in the order of millimetres, are
formed in said film for promoting heat energy removal from
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said electronic components by evaporation of the liquid cool-
ing medium. The spraying means does preferably create a
“cloud” of cooling medium substantially uniformly distrib-
uted over the electronic components.
Said predetermined temperature level is preferably
adapted to the boiling temperature of the liquid cooling
medium used, so that this level is close to said boiling tem-
perature and preferably just below said boiling temperature,
preferably 1° C.-5° C. below this temperature. Liquid fluor
carbonate is a preferred liquid cooling medium to be used
having a suitable boiling temperature and being dielectrical
avoiding any risk of short-circuits.
As already mentioned, the present invention is particularly
applicable to cooling of electronic components in missiles
experiencing a high heat generation during use, from the
heating through the function of the electronic components
and/or from external sources, such as aerodynamic heating. It
is especially a question of ause of the spray cooling technique
in once-flying vehicles, such as high speed missiles.
The invention is of course not restricted to the embodiment
described above, but many possibilities to modifications
thereof would be apparent to a person with ordinary skill in
the art without departing from the basic idea of the invention
as defined in the appended claims.
The container containing the liquid cooling medium may
be arranged outside the electronic box, although it may be
preferred to have it inside the electronic box.
More than one container and/or spraying means may be
arranged in the same flying vehicle.
What is claimed is:
1. A method for cooling electronic components of a control
unit in an unmanned flying vehicle, the method comprising:
providing a cooling device in the unmanned flying vehicle,
the cooling device comprising a temperature measurer
configured to measure a temperature of the electronic
components, a sprayer configured to spray liquid cool-
ing medium, a container containing the liquid cooling
medium and an enclosure containing the electronic com-
ponents, the temperature measurer, the sprayer and the
container, the enclosure comprising a closed box in said
flying vehicle, wherein said container and said elec-
tronic components are integrated into the closed box,

measuring a temperature of the electronic components
with the temperature measurer,

spraying a liquid cooling medium from the container

directly upon said electronic components with the
sprayer when the temperature of the electronic compo-
nents exceeds a predetermined level, wherein the liquid
cooling medium has a boiling temperature close to said
predetermined temperature level, wherein the liquid
cooling medium is sprayed directly upon the electronic
components for removing heat energy from the elec-
tronic components by evaporation of said cooling
medium,

connecting the enclosure to the unmanned flying vehicle

with connecting members, wherein the connecting
members connect the enclosure at a distance to a fuse-
lage of the unmanned flying vehicle, and

adapting the device to be arranged in a single-use flying

vehicle.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said liquid
cooling medium is sprayed directly upon said electronic com-
ponents as long as the temperature of the electronic compo-
nents exceeds said predetermined level.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the liquid
cooling medium has a boiling temperature above said prede-
termined temperature level.
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4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the liquid
cooling medium comprises a dielectric liquid cooling
medium.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein said liquid
cooling medium is atomized when sprayed directly upon said
electronic components for forming a finely distributed film of
said liquid cooling medium directly on top of said compo-
nents.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein said liquid
cooling medium is sprayed directly upon said electronic com-
ponents so that bubbles of a predetermined size are formed in
said film for promoting heat energy removal from said elec-
tronic components by evaporation of the liquid cooling
medium.

7. The method according to claim 3, wherein the liquid
cooling medium has a boiling temperature 1° C.-5° C. above
said predetermined temperature level.

8. A device for cooling electronic components of a control
unit in an unmanned flying vehicle, comprising:

a container containing a liquid cooling medium,

temperature sensor adapted to sense a temperature of said
electronic components during flight of said vehicle,

a sprayer adapted to be controlled by said temperature
sensor to spray said liquid cooling medium directly upon
said electronic components when the temperature of the
electronic components exceeds a predetermined level,
wherein the liquid cooling medium has a boiling tem-
perature close to said predetermined temperature level
for removing heat energy from the electronic compo-
nents by evaporation of said cooling medium,

an enclosure in which the electronic components, the con-
tainer, the temperature sensing means, and the sprayer
are arranged, the enclosure comprising a closed box
arranged in said flying vehicle, wherein said container
and said electronic components are integrated into the
closed box, and

connecting members configured to connect the enclosure
to the unmanned flying vehicle, wherein the connecting
member connect the enclosure to the unmanned flying
vehicle at a distance from a fuselage of the unmanned
flying vehicle,

wherein the device is adapted to be arranged in a single-use
flying vehicle.

9. The device according to claim 8, wherein said sprayer is
adapted to spray said liquid cooling medium directly upon
said electronic components as long as the temperature of the
electronic components exceeds said predetermined level.

10. The device according to claim 8, wherein said liquid
cooling medium has a boiling temperature above said prede-
termined temperature level.

11. The device according to claim 8, wherein said elec-
tronic components are industry tempered components, and
wherein said predetermined temperature level is below 90° C.

12. The device according to claim 8, wherein said liquid
cooling medium comprises a dielectric cooling medium.

13. The device according to claim 8, wherein said liquid
cooling medium comprises a liquid fluor carbonate.

14. The device according to claim 8, wherein said liquid
cooling medium is pressurised within said container.

15. The device according to claim 8, wherein said sprayer
is adapted to atomize said liquid cooling medium for spraying
said liquid cooling medium so as to form a finely distributed
film of the liquid cooling medium directly on top of said
electronic components.

16. The device according to claim 15, wherein said sprayer
is adapted to spray said liquid cooling medium directly upon
said electronic components so that bubbles of a predeter-
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mined size are formed in said film for promoting heat energy
removal from said electronic components by evaporation of
the liquid cooling medium.

17. The device according to claim 8, wherein the device is
adapted to be used only once.

18. A method of using a device according to claim 8 for
cooling electronic components of a control unit in an
unmanned flying vehicle including high speed missiles and
air-to-air missiles.

19. The device according to claim 10, wherein said liquid
cooling medium has a boiling temperature 1° C.-5° C. above
said predetermined temperature level.

20. The device according to claim 11, wherein said prede-
termined temperature level is below 70° C.

21. The device according to claim 11, wherein said prede-
termined temperature level is above 60° C.

22. The device according to claim 17, wherein the device is
adapted to be used only during one flight of said flying
vehicle.

23. The device according to claim 17, wherein the device is
adapted to be arranged in a high speed missile.

24. An unmanned flying vehicle, comprising:

a fuselage;

a electronic components arranged within the fuselage;

a container arranged within the fuselage and containing a

liquid cooling medium;
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atemperature sensor arranged within the fuselage and con-

figured to sense a temperature of the electronic compo-
nents during flight of the vehicle;

a sprayer arranged within the fuselage and controlled by

the temperature sensor to spray the liquid cooling
medium directly upon the electronic components when
the temperature of the electronic components exceeds a
predetermined level, wherein the liquid cooling medium
has a boiling temperature close to said predetermined
temperature level, wherein the liquid cooling medium is
sprayed directly upon the electronic components for
removing heat energy from the electronic components
by evaporation of said cooling medium; and

an enclosure arranged within the fuselage and enclosing at

least the control unit, the temperature sensor and the
sprayer, the enclosure comprising a closed box arranged
in said flying vehicle, wherein said container and said
electronic components are integrated into the closed
box; and

connecting members configured to connect the enclosure

to the fuselage at a distance from the fuselage to reduce
heat transfer between the fuselage and the enclosure

wherein said unmanned flying vehicle is a single-use flying

vehicle.



