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(57) ABSTRACT

An unmanned aerial vehicle equipped with a spherical lock-
ing portion for landing on an unmanned ground vehicle is
disclosed. The spherical locking portion can be the body of
the unmanned aerial vehicle. Further, an unmanned ground
vehicle for landing of an unmanned aerial vehicle, compris-
ing a landing portion configured to have some of a spherical
locking portion of the unmanned aerial vehicle inserted
therein is disclosed.
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UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLE HAVING
SPHERICAL LOADING PORTION AND
UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE THEREFOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an unmanned aerial vehicle
and an unmanned ground vehicle having the unmanned aerial
vehicle locked therein, and more particularly, to an unmanned
aerial vehicle which can easily take off and land irrespective
of whether an unmanned ground vehicle is horizontal, and an
unmanned ground vehicle having the unmanned aerial
vehicle locked therein.

2. Background of the Related Art

An Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) and an Unmanned
Ground Vehicle (UGV) are platforms which can have their
postures and locations automatically controlled by on-board
computers locked therein and can move to a desired location
in response to a command generated by a remote control
center. Various forms and sizes of the unmanned aerial
vehicles and the unmanned ground vehicles have been devel-
oped particularly in the observation and reconnaissance
fields.

The unmanned aerial vehicles can be classified into a fixed
wing type unmanned aerial vehicle and a rotating wing type
unmanned aerial vehicle according to their types. The rotat-
ing wing type unmanned aerial vehicle is advantageous in that
it can accomplish its duty even without a runway because it
can hover and vertically take off and land and it can perform
observation and reconnaissance at close range because it is
less influenced by geographical features, such as obstacles,
can approach an interested target, and perform reconnais-
sance, as compared with the fixed wing type unmanned aerial
vehicle. In particular, a coaxial rotor type helicopter including
upper and lower main rotors can be simplified in shape
because it does not have a tail rotor and so is suitable for an
unmanned aerial vehicle for observation and reconnaissance.

On the other hand, the rotating wing type unmanned aerial
vehicle is disadvantageous in that it has limited duration of
flight because of its high power consumption, as compared
with the fixed wing type unmanned aerial vehicle having
duration of flight which is at least 2 or 3 times or a maximum
of 10 times in the same takeoff weight.

Meanwhile, the unmanned ground vehicle is less influ-
enced by the weight on board or time taken in traveling than
the unmanned aerial vehicle, but has a limited range of trav-
eling because of geographical features or obstacles and so has
limited observation and reconnaissance information.

For the above reasons, an UAV-UGYV teaming operation in
which the rotating wing type unmanned aerial vehicle and the
unmanned ground vehicle are integrated is being developed.
That is, the UAV-UGV teaming operation is a concept in
which a small-sized unmanned aerial vehicle capable of ver-
tically taking off and landing is locked in the unmanned
ground vehicle and moved. The locked unmanned aerial
vehicle is recharged with power of the unmanned ground
vehicle, and the unmanned aerial vehicle takes charge of areas
which cannot be observed and reconnoitered by the
unmanned ground vehicle. Accordingly, the unmanned aerial
vehicle and the unmanned ground vehicle can compensate for
counterpart’s advantages and disadvantages.

However, since the unmanned ground vehicle usually runs
in hazardous areas, the unmanned aerial vehicle rarely main-
tains a horizontal state when the unmanned aerial vehicle
locked in the unmanned ground vehicle attempts takeoff and
landing, which makes a smooth takeoff and landing difficult.
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Further, in order for the unmanned aerial vehicle to be
recharged by power of the unmanned ground vehicle, the
coupler of the unmanned aerial vehicle must very precisely
land on the same location of the power supply unit of the
unmanned ground vehicle.

In order to solve the above problems, attempts have been
made to attach a leveling apparatus to the unmanned ground
vehicle for maintaining it in a horizontal state, when the
unmanned aerial vehicle takes off and lands. However, the
leveling apparatus is an additional apparatus for only takeoff
and landing, and it increases the weight and complexity ofthe
system.

Accordingly, there is a need for a new solution in which the
unmanned aerial vehicle can easily take off and land irrespec-
tive of whether the unmanned ground vehicle is in a horizon-
tal state without increasing the weight and complexity of a
system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in view of the above
problems occurring in the prior art, and it is an object of the
present invention to provide an unmanned aerial vehicle and
an unmanned ground vehicle having the unmanned aerial
vehicle locked therein.

Another object of the present invention is to allow an
unmanned aerial vehicle to easily take off and land irrespec-
tive of whether an unmanned ground vehicle is horizontal.

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide an
unmanned aerial vehicle which can independently land.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to
recharge the power source of an unmanned aerial vehicle.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide
an unmanned ground vehicle which can stably fix an
unmanned aerial vehicle landed thereon.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide
an unmanned ground vehicle which can fix an unmanned
aerial vehicle thereto, while not hindering the takeoft and
landing of the unmanned aerial vehicle.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide
an unmanned ground vehicle which can move an unmanned
aerial vehicle, landed thereon, to a desired location.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide
an unmanned ground vehicle which can precisely control the
location of an unmanned aerial vehicle landed thereon.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide
an unmanned ground vehicle capable of aligning an
unmanned aerial vehicle always at the same location,
although location errors are generated upon landing, by pre-
cisely controlling the location of the unmanned aerial vehicle
after landing.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide
an unmanned ground vehicle having reduced weight by
removing a need of a leveling apparatus.

All the above and other objects of the present invention can
be achieved by the present invention described in below.
Hereinafter, the present invention is described in detail.

To achieve the above objects, an unmanned aerial vehicle
according to the present invention includes a spherical lock-
ing portion for landing on an unmanned ground vehicle, and
the unmanned ground vehicle according to the present inven-
tion includes a landing portion configured to have some of the
spherical locking portion of the unmanned aerial vehicle
inserted therein. Accordingly, the unmanned aerial vehicle
can easily take off from and land on the unmanned ground
vehicle irrespective of whether the unmanned ground vehicle
is horizontal.
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The spherical locking portion can be constructed of the
body of the unmanned aerial vehicle. Accordingly, the
unmanned aerial vehicle can be simplified in structure and
reduced in weight. Further, the landing portion can have a
hemispherical form corresponding to some of the spherical
locking portion.

The unmanned aerial vehicle can further comprise foldable
alighting portions necessary for the unmanned aerial vehicle
to independently land.

The spherical locking portion is equipped with a coupler
coupled with a power supply unit of the unmanned ground
vehicle and configured to recharge the power supply unit with
a power source. A power supply unit, coupled with the cou-
pler of the unmanned aerial vehicle and configured to supply
apower source for recharging the unmanned aerial vehicle, is
formed within the landing portion. Accordingly, the
unmanned aerial vehicle can be recharged with the power
source while landing on the unmanned ground vehicle.

The unmanned ground vehicle can further comprise a
restraint device for fixing the unmanned aerial vehicle landed
at the landing portion. The restraint device can comprise a
plurality of link arms movable close to or far from the location
where the unmanned aerial vehicle is landed so that they do
not hinder the takeoff and landing of the unmanned aerial
vehicle while stably fixing the unmanned aerial vehicle.

The unmanned ground vehicle can further comprise a mov-
ing device for rotating and moving the landed unmanned
aerial vehicle to a desired location. The moving device can be
composed of driving wheels placed at the ends of respective
link portions coming in contact with the unmanned aerial
vehicle.

The driving wheels can be rotated in a direction to align an
elevation angle and an azimuth angle so that the unmanned
aerial vehicle can be freely rotated and moved to a location
where the unmanned aerial vehicle is in equilibrium with the
unmanned ground vehicle or a location where the coupler of
the unmanned aerial vehicle is coupled with a power supply
unit of the unmanned ground vehicle when the unmanned
aerial vehicle is landed, or a location where the unmanned
aerial vehicle is horizontal when it takes off.

The unmanned aerial vehicle of the present invention is
advantageous in that it is capable of independent landing/
takeoft as well as of coupling landing/takeoff irrespective of
whether an unmanned ground vehicle is horizontal. Further,
the landed unmanned aerial vehicle can be fixed stably. The
unmanned ground vehicle of the present invention is advan-
tageous in that it is capable of aligning an unmanned aerial
vehicle always at the same location, although location errors
are generated upon landing, by precisely controlling the loca-
tion of the landed unmanned aerial vehicle. Further, the
weight of the unmanned ground vehicle can be reduced
weight since it needs no leveling apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The objects and advantages of the invention can be more
fully understood from the following detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 schematically shows situations in which an
unmanned aerial vehicle lands on the surface of an unmanned
ground vehicle, wherein FIG. 1a shows a case where the
unmanned ground vehicle is horizontal, and FIG. 16 shows a
case where the unmanned ground vehicle is inclined;

FIG. 2 schematically shows situations in which an
unmanned aerial vehicle according to the present invention
lands on the surface of an unmanned ground vehicle, wherein
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FIG. 2a shows a case where the unmanned ground vehicle is
horizontal, and FIG. 254 shows a case where the unmanned
ground vehicle is inclined;

FIG. 3 is perspective views of the unmanned aerial vehicle
according to the present invention, wherein FI1G. 3a shows a
state in which a foldable alighting portions is folded and FIG.
3b shows a state in which the foldable alighting portions is
unfolded;

FIG. 4 is a partially cut-away perspective view showing a
state in which after the unmanned aerial vehicle according to
the present invention lands on the landing portion of an
unmanned ground vehicle according to the present invention,
it is coupled to the landing portion for recharging;

FIG. 5 shows the movement of link portions (i.e., restraint
devices) after the unmanned aerial vehicle according to the
present invention lands on the landing portion;

FIG. 6 shows a state in which a driving wheel aligns an
elevation angle and an azimuth angle of the unmanned aerial
vehicle according to the present invention; and

FIG. 7 shows a process of the unmanned aerial vehicle
according to the present invention taking off from the
unmanned ground vehicle and landing on the same.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will become more evident through
the following embodiments. The following embodiments are
only illustrative and are not intended to limit or restrict the
scope of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1a, an unmanned ground vehicle has a
flat surface, and an unmanned aerial vehicle lands on and
takes off from the flat surface. However, since the unmanned
ground vehicle mainly moves on plains or hazardous loca-
tions in its practical use, when the unmanned ground vehicle
stops in order for the unmanned aerial vehicle to land on or
take off therefrom, the surface of the unmanned ground
vehicleis inclined as shown in FIG. 15. It makes it difficult for
an unmanned aerial vehicle, having a skid type landing gear
(refer to FIG. 1) or a wheel type landing gear, to smoothly
land on or take off from the surface of the unmanned ground
vehicle.

To solve the above problem, in the present invention, as
shown in FIG. 24, an unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is
equipped with a spherical locking portion 10 for coupling
landing on an unmanned ground vehicle 200, and the
unmanned ground vehicle 200 is equipped with a landing
portion 20 to which the spherical locking portion 10 of the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is coupled. Accordingly, as
shown in FIG. 254, in case where a surface of the unmanned
ground vehicle 200 is not in a horizontal state, but inclined,
the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 can be easily accommodated
in the concave landing portion 20. Further, even though some
location errors are occurred, the unmanned aerial vehicle 100
can always land at the same location.

A preferred embodiment of the unmanned aerial vehicle
100 according to the present invention is shown in FIG. 3.

The spherical locking portion 10 included in the unmanned
aerial vehicle 100 according to the present invention may be
separately provided at the bottom of the body of the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100. However, as shownin FIG. 3, in
order to simplify the structure of the unmanned aerial vehicle
100 and to reduce the weight of the vehicle, it is preferred that
the body itself of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 be con-
structed of the spherical locking portion 10. In case where the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is constructed of the spherical
body as described above, there is an additional advantage in
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that nonlinear fluid flowing caused by disturbance due to a
symmetrical axial shape can be reduced.

Further, in case where the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is
constructed of the spherical body, it is preferred that the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 of the present invention be
applied to a coaxial rotor type helicopter including two main
rotors since a normal helicopter needs a tail rotor.

The spherical locking portion 10 of the present invention
can further include foldable alighting portions 11, as shown in
FIG. 3. That s, in case where the unmanned aerial vehicle 100
of the present invention lands on the unmanned ground
vehicle 200, common landing gears are not required. How-
ever, in order for the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 to indepen-
dently land at locations other than the unmanned ground
vehicle 200, landing gears can be needed. To this end, the
foldable alighting portions 11 do not externally protrude from
the spherical locking portion 10 at normal times (refer to FIG.
3a), but are spread out from the spherical locking portion 10
and function as the landing gears for the purpose of the
independent landing (refer to FIG. 35).

The unmanned aerial vehicle, in particular, the shown heli-
copter type unmanned aerial vehicle, can further include a
coupler 12 for power recharging in the spherical locking
portion since it has high power consumption. The coupler 12
is coupled to the power supply unit 21 of the unmanned
ground vehicle 200 for power recharging. Therefore, it is
preferred that the coupler 12 be disposed at a location where
it comes in contact with the landing portion 20 of the
unmanned ground vehicle 200, from the spherical locking
portion 10, and be configured not to externally protrude from
the spherical locking portion 10. The unmanned ground
vehicle 200 according to the present invention includes the
landing portion 20 into which some of the spherical locking
portion 10 of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 are inserted,
and coupling landed.

The landing portion 20 is formed to have a recess into the
unmanned ground vehicle 200 so that the spherical locking
portion 10 can be seated in the recess as shown in FIG. 4. The
landing portion 20 can have a circular hole-shaped periphery
corresponding to the spherical locking portion 10, and pref-
erably have a hemispherical body corresponding to some of
the spherical locking portion 10, as shown in FIG. 5.

The power supply unit 21 formed within the landing por-
tion 20 is coupled with the coupler 12 of the unmanned aerial
vehicle 100 and configured to supply a power source for the
recharging of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100. It is preferred
that the power supply unit 21 be formed at a location corre-
sponding to the coupler 12 when the unmanned aerial vehicle
100 is placed parallel with the unmanned ground vehicle 200.

The unmanned aerial vehicle 100 moves together with the
unmanned ground vehicle 200 after landing on it. Accord-
ingly, an appropriate restraint device for stably positioning
the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is installed in the unmanned
ground vehicle 200. As a preferred embodiment, link arms 30,
40, 50, and 60, such as those shown in FIG. 5, can be installed
as the restraint device.

The link arms 30, 40, 50, and 60 can be installed on a
surface of the unmanned ground vehicle 200. The link arms
can move close to or far from the location where the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is landed so that they do not
hinder the takeoff and landing of the unmanned aerial vehicle
100 while stably fixing the unmanned aerial vehicle 100.
Here, the term ‘moving’ can include both straight-line and
axial rotation. Further, although the number of link arms is
illustrated to be 4 in FIG. 5, the number of link arms is not
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limited thereto, and those having ordinary skill in the art can
properly set the number for fixing the unmanned aerial
vehicle 100.

Even though the unmanned ground vehicle 200 mainly
moving at hazardous locations is inclined according to road
conditions and rarely maintains a horizontal state (i.e., verti-
cal to a gravitational direction), the unmanned aerial vehicle
100 according to the present invention can easily land at the
landing portion 20 of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100
through the spherical locking portion 10 included therein and
can be stably fixed thereto by the restraint device.

However, if the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is relatively
inclined with respect to the unmanned ground vehicle 200,
they do not stably move as compared with a state of equilib-
rium and power charging becomes difficult because the cou-
pler 12 of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 cannot be coupled
to the power supply unit 21 of the unmanned ground vehicle
200.

Accordingly, it is preferred that the unmanned ground
vehicle 200 further include a moving device for displacing the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100, landed on the unmanned
ground vehicle 200, to a desired position. The moving device
caninclude driving wheels 31, 41, 51, and 61 at the ends of the
respective link arms 30, 40, 50, and 60, coming into contact
with the unmanned aerial vehicle 100.

It is preferred that the driving wheels 31, 41, 51, and 61 be
rotated in a direction in which both the elevation angle and the
azimuth angle of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 can be
aligned, as shown in FIG. 6. To this end, some of the driving
wheels, for example, the driving wheels 41 and 61 facing each
other are configured to control the elevation angle of the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100, and the remaining driving
wheels 31 and 51 are configured to control the azimuth angle
of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 so that the link arms 30,
40, 50, and 60 can align both the elevation angle and the
azimuth angle of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100. In case
where the number of link arms is small, the shaft of one
driving wheel may be configured to be rotated so that it can
align both the elevation angle and the azimuth angle of the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100.

Through the driving wheels 31, 41, 51, and 61, the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 can be rotated and moved to a
location where it is in equilibrium with the unmanned ground
vehicle 200 or to a location where the coupler 12 of the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is coupled with the power sup-
ply unit 21 when the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 lands on the
unmanned ground vehicle 200. Upon takeoff, the unmanned
aerial vehicle 100 can move to a location where it maintains
horizontality.

Since the location of the landed unmanned aerial vehicle
100 can be freely moved as described above, a burden that the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 has to be precisely landed on the
unmanned ground vehicle 200 can be reduced.

States from takeoff from the unmanned ground vehicle 200
to a landing thereon, of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100
constructed as above according to the present invention, are
schematically shown in FIG. 7.

Referring to FIG. 7, a series of operations of the unmanned
aerial vehicle 100 and the unmanned ground vehicle 200 are
described in detail when they perform a task. The unmanned
aerial vehicle 100 is charged with it being locked in the
unmanned ground vehicle 200 before takeoff (refer to FIG.
7a). Upon takeoff for observation and reconnaissance, first,
the unmanned ground vehicle 200 maintains a stop state, the
coupling of the coupler 12 and the power supply unit 21 is
unlocked, the driving wheels 31, 41, 51, and 61 align the
unmanned aerial vehicle 100 in a horizontal state, the link
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arms 30, 40, 50, and 60 are unlocked, and the unmanned aerial
vehicle 100 then takes off (refer to FIG. 75).

After takeoff, the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 performs
the observation and reconnaissance task while communicat-
ing with the unmanned ground vehicle 200 (refer to FIG. 7¢).
The unmanned aerial vehicle 100 which has completed the
task lands at the landing portion 20 of the inclined unmanned
ground vehicle 200, and the link arms 30, 40, 50, and 60 are
switched to a constraint state (refer to FIG. 7d). Then, the
driving wheels 31, 41, 51, and 61 are driven to realign the
posture of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 such that the
coupler 12 of the unmanned aerial vehicle 100 is coupled with
the power supply unit 21 of the unmanned ground vehicle
200. Next, the coupler 12 and the power supply unit 21 are
coupled together, so that recharging is performed (refer to
FIG. 7e).

As described above, according to the present invention, the
unmanned aerial vehicle of the present invention can easily
land and take off upon not only independent landing, but also
combined landing, irrespective of whether the unmanned
ground vehicle is horizontal. After landing, the unmanned
aerial vehicle can be stably fixed. Further, the unmanned
ground vehicle of the present invention can precisely move
the unmanned aerial vehicle landed thereon to a desired posi-
tion. Thus, although location errors are occurred when the
unmanned aerial vehicle lands, the unmanned ground vehicle
can align the unmanned aerial vehicle always the same loca-
tion. Consequently, there are advantages in that a burden that
the unmanned aerial vehicle has to be precisely landed on the
unmanned ground vehicle can be reduced and weight can be
reduced because an additional leveling apparatus is not
required.

While the invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An unmanned vehicle system comprising:

an unmanned aerial vehicle comprising a spherical locking
portion; and

an independently operable unmanned ground vehicle com-
prising:

a substantially hemispherical depression to accept inser-
tion of some of the spherical locking portion to facili-
tate landing the unmanned aerial vehicle on the
unmanned ground vehicle irrespective of whether the
unmanned ground vehicle is inclined from a horizon-
tal state; and
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aplurality of restraint arms configured to stably position
the unmanned aerial vehicle when some of the spheri-
cal locking portion is inserted in the substantially
hemispherical depression.

2. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the spherical locking portion is a body of the
unmanned aerial vehicle.

3. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the unmanned aerial vehicle further comprises fold-
able alighting portions necessary for the unmanned aerial
vehicle to independently land.

4. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the spherical locking portion comprises a coupler
coupled with a power supply unit of the unmanned ground
vehicle and configured to recharge the power supply unit with
a power source.

5. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein a power supply unit is provided within the substan-
tially hemispherical depression, the power supply unit being
coupled with a coupler of the unmanned aerial vehicle and
configured to supply a power source for recharging the
unmanned aerial vehicle.

6. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the plurality of restraint arms are further configured
to be movable from a first position in which they do nothinder
takeoff and landing of the unmanned aerial vehicle to a sec-
ond position in which they stably position the unmanned
aerial vehicle.

7. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the unmanned ground vehicle further comprises a
moving device for rotating and moving the landed unmanned
aerial vehicle to a desired location.

8. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 7,
wherein the moving device comprises driving wheels respec-
tively placed at ends of link portions, said driving wheels
coming in contact with the unmanned aerial vehicle.

9. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 8,
wherein the driving wheels are rotated in a direction in which
the driving wheels can align an elevation angle and an azi-
muth angle.

10. The unmanned vehicle system as claimed in claim 7,
wherein the desired location is a location where the
unmanned aerial vehicle is in equilibrium with the unmanned
ground vehicle, or a location where the coupler of the
unmanned aerial vehicle is coupled with a power supply unit
of the unmanned ground vehicle when the unmanned aerial
vehicle is landed on the unmanned ground vehicle, or a loca-
tion where the unmanned ground vehicle is horizontal to the
unmanned aerial vehicle when the unmanned aerial vehicle
takes off from the unmanned ground vehicle.
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