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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for controlling an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
using an electronic device obtains movement data of an object
on a display screen of the electronic device, and converts the
movement data of the object into control signals. The method
further sends the control signals to the UAV, and changes a
flight status of the UAV according to the control signals.
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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING UNMANNED AERIAL
VEHICLE USING THE SAME

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

Embodiments of the present disclosure relate to helicopter
control technology, and particularly to an electronic device
and method for controlling an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) using the electronic device.

2. Description of Related Art

UAVs have been used to perform security surveillance by
capturing images of a number of monitored scenes, and send-
ing the captured images to a monitor computer. However, a
flight status of the UAV needs to be changed using a special
controller installed with the monitor computer. That is to say,
if an administrator wants to change the flight status of the
UAV, the administrator has to go back to the monitor com-
puter. Accordingly, it is inefficient to control the UAV. There-
fore, an efficient method for controlling the flight status of the
UAV is desired.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an elec-
tronic device.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of one embodiment of a method for
controlling an unmanned aerial vehicle using the electronic
device in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of dif-
ferent blocks of a display screen of the electronic device in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
converting table for converting the movement data of an
object into different control signals.

FIG. 5A is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
movement of the object to generate a first control signal.

FIG. 5B is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
movement of the object to generate a second control signal.

FIG. 5C is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
movement of the object to generate a third control signal.

FIG. 5D is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
movement of the object to generate a fourth control signal.

FIG. 6A is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
movement of the object on a third block along an upper-right
direction.

FIG. 6B is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
movement of the object on the third block along a down-left
direction.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

All of the processes described below may be embodied in,
and fully automated via, functional code modules executed
by one or more general purpose electronic devices or proces-
sors. The code modules may be stored in any type of non-
transitory readable medium or other storage device. Some or
all of the methods may alternatively be embodied in special-
ized hardware. Depending on the embodiment, the non-tran-
sitory readable medium may be a hard disk drive, a compact
disc, a digital video disc, a tape drive or other suitable storage
medium.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an elec-
tronic device 2. In one embodiment, the electronic device 2
includes a storage device 21, an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) control system 20, a display screen 22, a signal pro-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

jector 24, and at least one processor 25. In one embodiment,
the signal projector 24 may be used to send control signals to
the UAV. The UAV control system 20 may be used to obtain
movement data of an object (e.g., a finger or a stylus) on the
display screen 22 of the electronic device 2, and change the
flight status of a UAV according to the movement data of the
object. A detailed description will be given in the following
paragraphs.

It may be understood that, the UAV has a signal receiver
installed therein to receive control signals sent from the signal
projector 24 of the electronic device 2. In one embodiment,
the display screen 22 may be a liquid crystal display (LCD) or
a touch-sensitive display, for example. The electronic device
2 may be a mobile phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA),
or any other suitable communication device.

Referring to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, the display screen
22 may be divided into a first block 31, a second block 32, a
third block 33, and a fourth block 34. The third block 33 and
the fourth block 34 are located between the first block 31 and
the second block 32, and the third block 33 is enclosed by the
fourth block 34. In one embodiment, the third block 33 is a
circle shape, and the fourth block 34 is a ring shape. The third
block 33 and the fourth block 34 may be rotated according to
a slide movement of the object on the display screen 22. It
may be understood that the blocks 31-34 may be arranged in
different locations on the display screen 22.

In one embodiment, the UAV control system 20 may
include one or more modules. The one or more modules may
comprise computerized code in the form of one or more
programs that are stored in the storage device 21 (or memory).
The computerized code includes instructions that are
executed by the at least one processor 25 to provide functions
for the one or more modules.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of one embodiment of a method for
controlling the UAV using the electronic device 2 in FIG. 1.
The method in FIG. 2 may be performed by the electronic
device (e.g. a mobile phone) having a touch-sensitive display
with a graphical user interface (GUI), at least one processor,
astorage device and one or more modules, programs or sets of
instructions stored in the storage device for performing the
method. In one embodiment, the electronic device provides a
number of functions, including wireless communication, for
example. Depending on the embodiment, additional blocks
may be added, others removed, and the ordering of the blocks
may be changed.

Inblock S1, a user logs onto the UAV control system 20 on
the electronic device 2. In one embodiment, the UAV includes
a cyclic control, a collective pitch control, and anti-torque
pedals. Detailed descriptions of primary effects of each con-
trol on the UAV are shown in FIG. 4.

Inblock S2, the UAV control system 20 obtains movement
data of the object on the display screen 22 of the electronic
device 2. In one embodiment, the movement data of the object
may include a touch position of the object on the display
screen 22, and a corresponding movement direction of the
object. For example, the touch position may be the third block
33, and the movement direction may be left.

Inblock S3, the UAV control system 20 converts the move-
ment data of the object into control signals. In one embodi-
ment, the control signals may include, but are not limited to,
a first control signal to control lateral motion of the cyclic
control of the UAV, a second control signal to control longi-
tudinal motion ofthe cyclic control of the UAV, a third control
signal to control motion of the collective pitch control of the
UAYV, and a fourth control signal to control motions of the
anti-torque pedals of the UAV. A converting table 30, as
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shown in FIG. 5, may be used to convert the movement data
of the object into different control signals.

In one embodiment, referring to FIG. 5A, if the object
moves along a horizontal direction on the third block 33, the
UAV control system 20 converts the movement data of the
object into the first control signal. For example, if the object
moves right on the third block 33, the first control signal
controls the UAV to move right.

Referring to FIG. 5B, if the object moves along a vertical
direction on the third block 33, the UAV control system 20
converts the movement data of the object into the second
control signal. For example, if the object moves up on the
third block 33, the first control signal control the UAV to
move up.

In other embodiments, if the object moves along the hori-
zontal direction and the vertical direction at the same time on
the third block 33, the UAV control system 20 converts the
movement data of the object into the first control signal and
the second control signal. For example, referring to FIG. 6A,
if the object moves along an upper-right direction on the third
block 33, the UAV may be moved toward the upper-right
direction. Referring to FIG. 6B, if the object moves along a
down-left direction on the third block 33, the UAV may be
moved toward the down-left direction.

Referring to FIG. 5C, if the first block 31 or the second
block 32 is pressed by the object, the UAV control system 20
converts the movement data of the object into the third control
signal.

Referring to FIG. 5D, if the object moves on the fourth
block 34, the UAV control system 20 converts the movement
data of the object into the fourth control signal.

In block S4, the UAV control system 20 sends the control
signals to the signal receiver of the UAV through the signal
projector 24.

In block S5, the UAV control system 20 changes the flight
status of the UAV according to the control signals. For
example, if the fourth block 34 moves thirty degrees towards
the left, the UAV control system 20 controls the UAV to move
thirty degrees towards the left.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, particularly, any embodi-
ments, are merely possible examples of implementations,
merely set forth for a clear understanding of the principles of
the disclosure. Many variations and modifications may be
made to the above-described embodiment(s) of the disclosure
without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and the present disclosure and protected by the fol-
lowing claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) using an electronic device, comprising:

obtaining movement data of an object on specified blocks

of a display screen of the electronic device;

converting the movement data of the object on the specified

blocks of the display screen into control signals, and
sending the control signals to the UAV; and

changing a flight status of the UAV according to the control

signals converted from the movement data of the object
on the specified blocks of the display screen.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the display
screen is divided into a first block, a second block, a third
block, and a fourth block, the third block and the fourth block
being located between the first block and the second block,
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the third block being enclosed by the fourth block, the third
block being a circle shape, and the fourth block being a ring
shape.
3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the movement
data of the object comprise a touch position of the object on
the display screen of the electronic device, and a correspond-
ing movement direction of the object.
4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the control
signals comprise: a first control signal to control lateral
motion of a cyclic control of'the UAV, a second control signal
to control longitudinal motion of the cyclic control of the
UAV, a third control signal to control motion of a collective
pitch control of the UAV, and a fourth control signal to control
motions of anti-torque pedals of the UAV.
5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of
converting the movement data of the object into control sig-
nals comprises:
converting the movement data of the object into the first
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
along a horizontal direction on the third block;

converting the movement data of the object into the second
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
along a vertical direction on the third block;
converting the movement data of the object into the third
control signal upon the condition that the first block or
the second block is pressed by the object; or

converting the movement data of the object into the fourth
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
on the fourth block.

6. An electronic device, comprising:

a display screen;

a storage device;

at least one processor; and

one or more modules that are stored in the storage device

and are executed by the at least one processor, the one or
more modules comprising instructions:
to obtain movement data of an object on specified blocks of
a display screen of the electronic device;

to convert the movement data of the object on the specified
blocks of the display screen into control signals, and
send the control signals to the UAV; and

to change a flight status of the UAV according to the control

signals converted from the movement data of the object
on the specified blocks of the display screen.

7. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein the
display screen is divided into a first block, a second block, a
third block, and a fourth block, the third block and the fourth
block being located between the first block and the second
block, the third block being enclosed by the fourth block, the
third block being a circle shape, and the fourth block being a
ring shape.

8. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein the
movement data of the object comprise a touch position of the
object on the display screen of the electronic device, and a
corresponding movement direction of the object.

9. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein the
control signals comprise: a first control signal to control lat-
eral motion of a cyclic control of the UAV, a second control
signal to control longitudinal motion of the cyclic control of
the UAV, a third control signal to control motion of a collec-
tive pitch control of the UAV, and a fourth control signal to
control motions of anti-torque pedals of the UAV.

10. The electronic device according to claim 9, wherein the
instruction to convert the movement data of the object into
control signals comprises:
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converting the movement data of the object into the first
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
along a horizontal direction on the third block;

converting the movement data of the object into the second
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
along a vertical direction on the third block;
converting the movement data of the object into the third
control signal upon the condition that the first block or
the second block is pressed by the object; or

converting the movement data of the object into the fourth
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
on the fourth block.

11. A non-transitory storage medium having stored thereon
instructions that, when executed by a processor of an elec-
tronic device, causes the processor to perform a method for
controlling an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) using the elec-
tronic device, the method comprising:

obtaining movement data of an object on specified blocks

of a display screen of the electronic device;

converting the movement data of the object on the specified

blocks of the display screen into control signals, and
sending the control signals to the UAV; and

changing a flight status of the UAV according to the control

signals converted from the movement data of the object
on the specified blocks of the display screen.

12. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the display screen is divided into a first block, a
second block, a third block, and a fourth block, the third block
and the fourth block being located between the first block and
the second block, the third block being enclosed by the fourth
block, the third block being a circle shape, and the fourth
block being a ring shape.
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13. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the movement data of the object comprise a touch
position of the object on the display screen of the electronic
device, and a corresponding movement direction of the
object.
14. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the control signals comprise: a first control signal
to control lateral motion of a cyclic control of the UAV, a
second control signal to control longitudinal motion of the
cyclic control of the UAV, a third control signal to control
motion of a collective pitch control of the UAV, and a fourth
control signal to control motions of anti-torque pedals of the
UAV.
15. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
14, wherein the step of converting the movement data of the
object into control signals comprises:
converting the movement data of the object into the first
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
along a horizontal direction on the third block;

converting the movement data of the object into the second
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
along a vertical direction on the third block;
converting the movement data of the object into the third
control signal upon the condition that the first block or
the second block is pressed by the object; or

converting the movement data of the object into the fourth
control signal upon the condition that the object moves
on the fourth block.

16. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the medium is selected from the group consisting
of'a hard disk drive, a compact disc, a digital video disc, and
a tape drive.



